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No. B.,  dated  Simla,  29ih  April  18M), 

66-2 

From— The  Hon^bla  W.  C.  Bkrett,  c.  9.,  Offg.  Secretary  to  the  GoTernment  of  India, 

Berenne  and  Agricnltaral  Department, 

To— The  Secretary  to  GoTernment,  Panjab. 

I  AM  directed  to  ackno^^ledge  the  receipt  of  Mr. 
Fanshawe's  letter  No.  33,  dated  17th  February  1890,  regard- 
ing the  orders  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  in 
Council  upon  the  settlement  of  the  Gurgaon  District. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  fluctuating  assess- 
ment, the  Government  of  India  while  adhering  to  its  views 
upon  the  general  question  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  opinion 
of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  founded  upon 
local  considerations,  and  upon  that  ground  is  entitled  to 
acceptance.  His  Excellency  in  Council  is  glad  to  be  assured 
that  the  question  of  introducing  fluctuating  assessments  is 
considered  at  every  revision  of  settlement,  and  when  existing 
settlements  show  signs  of  working  badly. 

3.  The  principal  objection  taken  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment to  the  proposal  to  limit  the  period  of  settlement  to  20 
years  is  the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  since  the  30 
years'  term  had  been  announced.  The  Government  of  India, 
acknowledging  the  weight  of  this  objection,  has  no  desire  to 
press  the  adoption  in  this  case  of  the  shorter  period.  But 
I  am  to  point  out  that  the  difficulty  of  the  situation  was 
created  by  the  delay  which  occurred  in  the  submission 
of  the  proposals  for  the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment 

4.  The  Government  of  India  entirely  approves  the  issue 
of  orders  directing  that  in  future  the  announcement  of  assess- 
ments in  anticipation  of  sanction  shall  be  for  terms  not 
exceeding  20  years.  But  His  Excellency  in  Council  desires 
that  a  distinct  reservation  should  be  made  at  the  time  when 
the  announcement  is  published  to  the  efiect  that  its  terms  are 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Supreme  Government. 
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Ffeooeedings  of  the  Hon*bIe  the  Lieatenant-Govemor  of  the  Punjab  in  the  Berenn^  and 
Agricoltoni  (BeTenoe)  Department,  No.  69,  dated  6th  March  1889. 

Rkad— ' 

Beport  on  the  Revised  Setdement  of  the  Oargaon  District  by  VLt.  F.  C. 
Channing,  submitted  in  1881. 

Beport  on  the  revision  of  Mr.  ChanniDg's  Settlement  bj  Mr.  J.  Wilson, 

sabmitted  in  1883. 
Letter  from  the  Senior  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  Panjab, 

No.  865,  dated  20th  April  1886,  sabmitting  the  Beriew  of  Colonel 

Wace  on  the  above  Beports. 

Remarks.— ^he  Gurgaon  District  forms  the    southera 

portion  of  the  old  Delhi  territory   which  was  transferred  to 

the  Government  of  the  Pnnjab  in  1868.     It  is  bounded  by  the 

Delhi  and  Kohtak  Districts  on  the  north  and'  by  the  Biver 

Jumna  on  the  east ;  on  the  south-east  it  is  coterminous  with 

the  Muttra  District  of  the  North- Western  Provinces,  and  the 

remainder  of  its  south  and  west  boundary  is  formed  by  the 

territory  of  Bhartpur^  Alwar  and  other  Native  States.     Its 

shape  is  irregular,  but  it  may  be  regarded  as  made  up  of  two 

semi-detached  oblong  blocks  of  country^  the  smaller  of  which 

lies  to  the  north-west  of  the  larger.     The  former,   with  an 

area  of  about  850  square  miles,  forms  the  tahsils  of  Gurgaon 

and  Rew&ri ;  it  is  a  somewhat  sandy  tract  intersected  by  low 

hill  ranges  similar  to  those  of  the  Delhi  District,  from  which 

intermittent  streams  descend  to  the  Najafgarh  Jh{l  on  the 

confines  of  Rohtak  and  Delhi.     The  latter,  with  an  area  of 

about  1,100  square  miles,  is  divided  into  three  tahsils, — Palwal, 

Nuh  and  Firozpur.     This  is  for  the  most  part  a  plain  of  good 

light  loam ;  but  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  which  separate  it  from 

Alwar  on  the  west  there  is  a  low  tract,  surrounding  the  town 

of  Nuh,  into  which  water  drains  from  the  Delhi  hills  on  the 

north  and  from  the  Firozpur  valley  on  the  south,  and  having 

DO  natural  outlet  forms  a  marshy  country  with  a  clay  soil. 

Thus  in  both  sections  of  the  district  the  flow  of  water  leads 

not  towards  the  Jumna  but  awa^  from  it  and  collects  in  local 

depressions.     The  bank  of  the  river  is  high  and  the  riverain 

tract  subject  to  inundation  is  of  small  extent. 

In  the  neighbourhood  both  of  Nuh  and  of  Najafgarh  (as 
is  usually  the  case  in  inland  basins  which  receive  the  washings 
of  surrounding  soils  and  part  with  their  surplus  water  by 
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evaporation)  salts  have  accumulated.  The  water  of  the  wells 
over  considerable  areas  is  more  or  less  brackish,  and  in  places 
they  yield  a  brine  strong  enough  for  the  manufacture  of  edible 
salt.  Iron  ore  exists  in  the  h^  near  Firozpur,  but,  though 
formerly  worked  to  a  small  extent,  it  cannot  now  be  turned  to 
account  for  the  want  of  fuel.  Slate  of  a  rough  quality  is 
found  near  Rew&ri/and  a  quarry  has  been  established  by  an 
English  company.  Government  retains  the  right  to  take 
what  slate  or  other  stone  it  requires  for  its  own  purposes^ 

2.  The  average  rainfall  of  the  district,  which  has  been 
overestimated  in  paragraph  7  of  Mr.  Channing's  Report,  is 
really  about  25  inches,  the  neighbourhoods  of  RewAri  and 
Firozpur  which  lie  furthest  from  the  line  of  the  Himalayas 
receiving  about  two  inches  less  than  the  north-east  side  of  the 
district.  About  four-fifths  of  the  district  is  culturable  ;  about 
1 00  square  miles  of  the  remainder  are  taken  up  by  hill  ranges ; 
and  there  is  hardly  any  available  waste  left.  The  area 
measured  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  land  exceeded  a  million 
acres.  Of  this  area  about  7^  per'  cent,  is  irrigated  from 
wells,  but  this  form  of  irrigation  is  almost  confined  to  the 
north-western  division  of  the  district,  mz.,  the  Rew&ri  and 
Ourgaon  Tahsils.  The  proportion  of  well  lands  in  Rew&ri  is 
17  per  cent.,  while  in  the  three  eastern  tahsils  it  does  not 
exceed  8  or  4  per  cent*  In  Nuh  and  Firozpur  wells  are 
employed  chiefly  as  a  means  of  protection  in  case  of  drought. 
In  Palwal,  where  they  were  more  commonly  worked,  the  wells 
have  since  1877  been  to  a  large  extent  superseded  by  the 
Agra  Canal  irrigation,  which  now  protects  over  40,000  acres 
in  that  tahsil  besides  about  12,000  acres  in  the  eastern  parts 
of  Nuh  and  Firozpur.  The  owner's  rate  levied  on  the  area 
irrigated  by  the  canal  is  one  third  only  of  the  occupier's  rate. 

The  area  of  land  naturally  flooded  varies  with  the  amount 
of  the  rainfall  from  6  to  8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivation. 
More  than  two-thirds  of  this  land  is  situated  in  the  Nuh 
basin  and  Firozpur  valley,  and  the  remainder  lies  on  the  edge 
of  the  Najafgarh  Jhil  or  along  the  course  of  various  hUI 
streams. 

The  Gurgaon  and  Rewdri  Tahsils  are  traversed  by  the 
E&jp6tAna-MAlwa  Railway,  and  the  Palwal  Tahsil  by  the 
Delhi  and  Muttra  metalled  road.    But  the  Firozpur  and  Nuh 
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Tahails  need  better  commanications  both  with  the  North- 
Western  Provinces,  where  their  produce  finds  a  market,  and 
with  the  head-quarters  of  the  district. 

3.     The  tribes  inhabiting  the  Gurgaon  District  deserve 
special  attention.     The  Kew^ri  Tahsil  is  mostly  peopled  by 
Ahirs  with   some  Hindu  aad  Mussalm&n  K&jpdt    villages. 
In  Gurgaon  the  Ahirs,  with   a  larger  mixture  of  R&jptits 
and  of  other  tribes,    prevail.      The    north   of  the   Falwal 
Tahsfl  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  RAjputs  and  the   south    by 
Hindu  J&ts  allied  in  origin  to  those  of  Bhartpur.     The  same 
tribes  extend  into  the  eastern  villages  of  the  Nuh  Tahsil. 
The   remainder  of  that  tahsfl    and  the   whole  of  Ffrozpur 
form   (with   the   adjoining    parts   of  Alwar  and  Bhartpur) 
Mewdt^  or  the  country  of  the  Meoa,  a  tribe   professing  the 
Muhammadan  creed,  who  appear  to  be  representatives  of  the 
aboriginal  people  of  the  Aravalli  hill  ranges.     A   small  tribe 
known  as  Kbdnz&das  are    probably  the  upper  class  of  the 
same  race,  of  which    the  Minds  may  be    an  inferior  clan. 
The  Mfn&s  are  a  criminal  tribe  who  are  settled  at  Shahjahdn- 
pur  south  of  Rewdri,  and  who  have  given   much  trouble  to 
the  police  of  the  Gurgaon   District  by  their  bold  gang  rob- 
beries.    Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  find  an  honest  means 
of  livelihood  for  them  in  agriculture  and  other  ways.     Gtijar» 
inhabit  some  hill  villages  on  the  Delhi  border  and  not  a  few 
estates  are  held  by  Brahmans.    The  population  of  the  district 
in  1868  was  689,034,  giving  a  density  of  359  per  square  mile 
of  total  area,  or  442  per  square  mile  of  cultivated  land. 

The  Ahlrs  are  pre-eminent  for  their  industry,  thrift  and 
sturdy  endurance  of  hard  times,  even  the  J^ts  ranking  after 
them  in  these  respects.  Below  the  J^ts  come  the  B&jpdts 
and  Brahmans,  then  the  Gtijars,  and  last  of  all  the  Meos. 
The  Meos  are  an  unsatisfactory  class  of  peasantry.  They  are 
reckless  in  prosperity  and  helpless  when  in  trouble,  but  their 
behaviour  during  recent  times  of  distress  has  not  confirmed 
the  opinion  that  they  readily  relapse  into  predatory  habits. 
The  standard  of  living  in  the  case  of  this  class  is  certainly 
low.  Where,  as  in  the  instance  of  Gurgaon,  a  purely  agri- 
cultural population  lives  on  a  country  of  uncertain  harvests 
in  large  numbers  to  the  acre  of  cultivation,  it  must  always 
be  poor  under  any  system,  and  must  suffer  greatly  from  time 
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to  time.  And  where  the  race  characteristics  of  the  population 
are  opposed  to  thrift  and  progress,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Meos, 
the  evil  is  greatly  intensified. 

4.  The  history  of  the  district,  especially  of  Mewdt,  has 
been  troublous  from  early  days.  In  recent  times;  after  being 
partly  conquered  by  the  Bhartpur  Chief,-  it  came  under  the 
rule  of  the  Mahrattas,  some  of  whose  European  Officers,  as 
Sombre  and  George  Thomas,  obtained  grants  here.  Rewdri 
remained  under  its  A  Mr  Chiefs.  After  the  cession  of  the 
Delhi  territory  by  Mahdrdja  Sindhia  in  1803  the  Gurgaon 
parganas  were  at  first  for  the  most  part  given  in  jdgir  to 
various  persons.  Bewdri,  Bahora,  Sohna  and  Nuh  in  the 
west  of  the  district  were  taken  under  direct  management 
in  1809  and  were  summarily  settled.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Palwal  Tahsil  fell  in  between  1817  and  1826.  But  the 
southern  part  of  the  Meo  country  remained  under  the  Nawdb 
of  Firozpur  and  Loh&ru  until  1836,  and,  in  the  same  year, 
Jhdrsa,  the  jdglr  of  the  Begam  Sombre  or  Samru  in  the 
north  of  the  district,  lapsed  to  Government.  A  little  before 
this  Gurgaon  had  been  constituted  a  CoUectorate,  and  its 
head-quarters  had  been  fixed  in  their  present  place.  After 
the  Mutiny  the  estates  of  the  Nawabs  of  Farukhnagar  and 
Jhajjar  were  confiscated,  and  the  foimer  with  a  small  part 
of  the  latter  were  incorporated  in  this  district.  The  bounda- 
ries of  the  tahsils  have  been  somewhat  modified  from  time  to 
time. 

5.  The  district  comprises  1,264  estates,  all  but  19  of 
which  are  owned  by  cultivating  communities.  The  Ahir  vil- 
lages are  generally  held  on  shares,  but  among  the  Meos  and 
the  Jdts  the  extent  of  each  man's  occupied  land  is  usually  the 
measure  of  his  interest  in  the  estate.  Two-thirds  of  the  land 
is  cultivated  by  the  proprietors  themselves.  Of  the  remainder 
about  30  per  cent,  is  held  by  tenants  with  rights  of  occu- 
pancy, who  seldom  pay  any  rent  other  than  the  Govern- 
ment^ demand,  with  the  usual  cesses.  Tenants-at-will  usually 
pay  their  rents  in  cash.  The  practice  of  dividing  the 
produce  between  owner  and  cultivator  is  almost  unknown 
on  the  east  side  of  the  district  and  is  common  in  RewAri 
only.    Where  it  prevails   the    owner's   share    is   ordinarily 
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one-tliird,  being  less  on  veir  poor  soil ;  while  on  lands  enjoy- 
ing natural  advantages  and  requiring  little  labour,  it  rises  to 
two-fifths  or  even  to  one-half. 

6.  It  is  important  to  observe  that  the  soil  of  the 
Gurgaon  District  produces  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
more  valuable  crops.  Wheat  occupies  only  5  per  cent,  of 
the  crop  area,  and  cotton,  which  is  grown  chiefly  in  the 
Firozpur  Tahsfl,  8  per  cent.  There  is  hardly  any  sugar* 
cane,  very  little  indigo  or  vegetables,  and  no  maize.  Oil* 
seedsy  which  in  late  years  have  been  a  very  paying  crop,  are 
grown  to  a  very  small  extent.  The  autumn  crop,  chiefly  con- 
sisting of  millets  and  pulse,  which  are  generally  retained  for 
home  consumption,  occupies  in  this  district  double  the  area 
of  the  more  marketable  spring  crops.  Among  the  millets, 
bdira,  except  in  the  east,  generally  prevails  over  jowdr,  which 
requires  a  better  soil.  Even  on  well  lands  barley,  and  not 
wheat,  is  the  common  crop.  Wheat  has  the  preference  only 
on  naturally  irrigated  (dahri)  lands. 

7.  The  Summary  Settlements  in  Gurgaon,  like  those 
of  most  parts  of  the  old  Delhi  territory,  were  not  favorable 
examples  of  fiscal  arrangements.  The  assessments  were  gener- 
ally based  on  the  excessive  demands  of  the  former  Native 
Rulers  and  Jdgf rdars.  In  Rew&ri  it  is  said  that  the  villages 
were  settled  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser  with  the  highest  bidders.  The 
same  officer's  assessments  in  Bahora  completely  broke  down  ; 
the  parganas  of  Nuh  and  Sohna  greatly  deteriorated  ;  Taoru 
(which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Nuh  Tahsfl)  was  equally 
unfortunate.  Repeated  reductions  became  necessary,  but 
were  often  followed  by  further  enhancements  and  renewed 
failures.  The  policy  of  moderation  in  revenue  matters  was 
but  slowly  learnt.  Palwal  was  very  heavily  assessed  in  1 820, 
and  in  Firozpur  as  late  as  1836  the  Naw^b's  high  demand 
was  maintained. 

The  Regular  Settlement  made  in  1837-38  had  the  effect 
of  somewhat  reducing  the  demand,  and  in  Taoru  consider- 
able relief  was  given;  but  the  af^sessments  of  Mr.  (after- 
wards Lord)  Lawrence  in  Palwal  and  of  Mr.  M.  Gubbins 
in  Firozpur  were  still  decidedly  high,  and  the  demand  in 
Rew&ri  was  uniformly  heavy.  The  year  in  which  that  settle- 
ment  came  into  force  was  one  of  famine  and  no  good  seasons 
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followed  until  1841.  In  Palwal  and  Firozpur  the  new 
assessments  were  soon  found  to  be  much  too  burthensome 
and  the  work  had  to  be  revised.  lleductioDs  of  25  per  cent, 
in  Palwal  and  of  20  per  cunt,  in  Firozpur  were  made  by 
Mr,  G.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Gubbins.  The  Nuh  Tahsil  was  at 
the  same  time  assessed  at  reduced  rates.  But  in  Gurgaon 
and  Rew&riy  which  had  not  suffered  so  much  as  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  district,  the  former  rates  were  allowed  to 
stand.  The  revenue  finally  fixed  in  184*^  was  about 
Ks.  11,14,000.  This  demand  fell  on  the  cultivated  area  of 
the  time  at  the  rate  of  Re.  1-8-0  per  acre.  Considering  the 
absence  of  valuable  staples,  the  sandiness  of  much  of  the  soil, 
and  the  small  proportion  of  irrigated  land,  this  seems  a  high 
rate  of  incidence.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
Government  share  was  at  that  period  taken  to  be  two-thirds 
of  the  net  proprietary  assets.  The  rates  were  generally  about 
Bs.  3-8-0,  but  sometimes  Rs.  4  per  acre  for  well  lanaS|  and 
about  Rs.  2-8-0,  on  the  average  for  naturally  irrigated  lands. 
For  unirrigated  land  the  rates  varied  according  to  the  natural 
quality  of  the  soil.  In  the  Gurgaon  District  four  natural 
kinds  of  soil  are  popularly  recognized,  t;i0.,"— 

(1)  Clay  {ohioknot)  found  only  in  depressed  basins ; 

(2)  Good  loam  {narmot)  ; 

(3)  Sandy  loam  {magda)  ;  and 

(4)  Sand  Q>hur). 

The  first  two  of  these  are  considered  as  practically  of  equal 
valua  Bkur  is  decidedly  inferior,  and  magda  is  an  inter- 
mediate quality.  But  in  most  circles  two  rates  were  con- 
sidered sufficient  for  the  assessment  of  unirrigated  land,  only 
bhur  being  distinguished  from  the  better  soils.  The  rate  for 
the  better  kinds  of  unirrigated  land  varied  from  Re.  1  to 
Rs.  a  per  acre  and  averaged  about  Re.  1-8-0.  For  bhur 
the  rate  in  five  circles  varied  from  Be.  I  up  to  Be.  1-3-0,  and 
in  five  circles  from  Be.  1  down  to  12f  annas;  but  in  one 
circle  rates  as  low  as  9  annas  and  even  7  annas  were  adopted. 

The  revised  assessment  of  1842  was  found  to  work  well 
on  the  whole.  Palwal,  in  consequence  of  a  rapid  development 
of  cultivation,  came  to  be  lightly  and  rather  unequally  as- 
gesaed.    In  Firozpur  certain  villages  of  which  the  irrigated 
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hiul  been  overestimated  were  found  to  be  dispropor-* 
tion&tely  burtbened.  Rewdri  and  Jharsa  were  regarded  ad 
rather  Jugbly  assessed,  but  were  prosperous.  As  the  Finan« 
eial  Commissioner  bas  written  ''the  assessment  of  1842 
worked  easily  throughout  almost  the  whole  district,  the 
balances  were  insignificant,  the  people  prospered,  and  popu^ 
lation,  cultivation  and  irrigation  increased  in   a  remarkable 


In  the  year  of  droughty   1860-61,  special   leniency   was 

ahown  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  liberal  relief  was 

griven  by  Government,  by  which  means  serious  distress  was 

averted.     The  actual  sum  of  revenue  suspended  and  remitted 

was  Rs.  1,34,800  and  Bs.  6,056<    The  distress  experienced  in 

1868-69  was  of  a   much    milder   character,  and  it  was   not 

found   necessary   to   do  more  than  suspend  Rs.  48,000  and 

remit  Rs,  2,500.     The  rent-roll  of  the  year  1876-77,  the  last 

in  which  the  Regular  Settlement  remained  in  force,  amounted 

to  Ks.  Il,03,d39.     The  actual  collections  during  the  currencv 

of  that  settlement  had  averaged  93  per  cent,  of  the  demand. 

8.  The  term  of  settlement  having  expired  in  1872, 
operations  for  a  revision  were  commenced  in  that  year.  In 
March  1873  Mr.  F.  C  Channing,  then  an  oflELcer  of  about 
three  years*  standing,  was  put  in  charge  as  Assistant  Settle- 
ment Officer  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  Settlement 
OfBcer  of  the  Delhi  Division ;  but  in  December  1875  he 
received  the  full  powers  of  a  Settlement  Officer.  At  the  end 
of  1877,  when  nothing  but  the  completion  of  the  record"  of 
rights  remained  to  do,  Mr.  Channing  was  transferred  to  the 
poet  of  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner, 
and  the  Settlement  was  finished  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Maconaebie 
with  Mr.  J.  Wilson  aa  hia  Assistant. 

The  standard  of  assessment  had  since  the  date  of  the 
former  settlement  been  lowered  one-fourth,  the  Government 
shtoe  beitag  reckoned  as  one-^half  instead  of  as  two-thirds 
of  the  net  luMeta.  But  in  the  same  interval  the  prices  of 
agriottltnral  produce  had  risen  very  greatly.  The  figures 
stated  in  paragraph  92  of  Mr.  Ghanning's  Report  prove  that 
the  average  pricoGi  of  the  20  years  preceding  his  assessment 
exceeded  by  40  per  cent  those  prevailing  in  the  20  years, 
1832 — 185^  in  the  middle  of  which  period  the  former  assess- 
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ment  was  made;  while  the  table  given  in  paragraph  7  of 
the  Financial  Commissioner's  Review  shows  that  in  more 
recent  years  much  higher  prices  have  prevailed  than  in  the 
period  for  which  Mr.  Channing  obtained  his  data.  The 
value  of  land  had  increased  nearly  five-fold  since  1842.  Cash 
rents  were  unknown  in  1838,  no  tenant  at  that  time  under- 
taking to  pay  in  cash  any  more  than  the  Government  revenue  ; 
whereas  at  the  time  of  the  new  settlement  rents  of  Rs.  3  per 
acre  for  unirrigated  and  Rs.  5  for  irrigated  land  were  not 
unknown,  as  is  mentioned  in  paragraph  147  of  the  Report 
It  is  thus  evident  that  the  reduction  which  was  required  on 
account  of  the  change  in  the  standard  of  assessment  was  con« 
siderably  outweighed  by  the  enhancement  claimable  on  the 
score  of  increased  prices,  and  therefore  the  incidence  of  the 
old  assessment  on  the  cultivated  area  might,  so  far  as 
these  considerations  go,  have  fairly  been  maintained,  even 
if  it  were  not  raised. 

The  cultivated  area  had  increased  from  703,124  acres  to 
987,161  acres,  or  40  per  cent.,  as  shown  in  paragraph  37 
of  Mr.  Wilson's  Report,  and  the  naturally  and  artificially 
irrigated  area  had,  according  to  the  new  measurements, 
increased  in  the  same  proportion,  viz.,  from  132,417  to 
185»d23  acres.  Population  had  increased  by  about  20  per 
cent. 

9.  Mr.  Channing  divided  the  district  into  numerous 
ansessment  circles,  no  less  than  32  in  all,  but  many  of  these, 
especially  in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  Tahstts,  where  the 
division  is  most  minute,  differ  so  little  from  one  another  that 
almost  the  same  rates  were  applied  to  several  circles.  It 
is  not  necessary,  therefore,  in  the  final  review  of  the  Settle- 
ment Report  to  deal  separately  with  the  whole  series  of 
circles.  They  may  be  grouped  together  into  the  following 
main  physical  divisions  : — 

(1)  The  Bdngar,  including  the  Bdngar  and  Eh^dar- 

Bdnsrar  Circles  in  Palwal,   the  Bdngar   Circle 
in  Nuh,  and  the  Pdnah&na  Circle  in  Ffrozpur. 

(2)  The  Khddar  Circle  in  Palwal. 

(3)  The  Firazpur  valley^  including  all  the  remainder 

of  the  FirQzpor  Tahsil  except  Chak  Ghiknot 
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(4)  The  Nuh  basing  consisting  of  Chak  Dahri  in  Null 

and  Chak  Chtknot  in  Firozpun 

(5)  The    Najafgark    basirij    being    Chak   Dahri    in 

Gurgaon. 

(6)  The  rest  of  the  Gvrgaon  TahsU  made  up  several 

small  valleys,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
Taoru  Circle  from  Nuh  and  Chaks  Bhuder 
and  Dahri  from  Palwal. 

C7)  The  whole  Rewdn  Tahsil.  The  Rewdri  Tahsd 
differs  from  Gurgaon  more  in  its  history,  its 
inhabitants  and  their  mode  of  cultivation  than 
in  its  soil  It  contains  some  areas  of  naturally 
irrigated  land,  but  not  of  great  extent  or 
importance. 

Mr.  Channing's  method  of  forming  revenue  rates  is  de- 
scribed  by  him  in  paragraph  141  of  his  Report.  He  adopted 
in  most  places  three  rates  for  unirrigated  land  besides  his 
rates  for  well  lands  and  for  land  naturally  irrigated.  It 
would  perhaps  have  been  better,  as  suggested  by  the  Finan- 
cial Commissioner,  merely  to  have  distinguished  bhur  from 
other  soils,  as  was  generally  done  at  the  former  settlement. 
The  Settlement  Officer  might,  if  he  desired  it  for  safety's 
sake,  have  retained  all  four  classes  in  the  measurement 
papers. 

10.  The  B&ngar  Circle  as  above  defined  has  about 
317,000  acres  of  cultivated  land.  The  produce  is  jowdr, 
barley  and  gram.  The  people  are  Jdts  and  Rdjptits  in  the 
northern  villages,  but  Meos  in  Fdnahdna  and  most  of  Nuh. 
The  prevailing  soil  is  loam  (narmot),  which  forms  from  84 
to  69  per  cent,  of  the  soil  of  the  several  circles.  This  soil 
was  assessed  at  from  Re,  1-6-0  in  the  Palwal  Bangar  to 
Re.  1-4-0  in  the  other  circles.  The  old  rates  were  Re.  1-9-0 
and  Re.  1-11-0.  In  the  adjoining  tahsfl  of  Ballabgarh  in 
the  Delhi  District  the  rate  for  similar  land  was  Re.  1-8-0, 
and  in  the  Kosi  Tahsil  of  the  Muttra  District  Rs.  2-0-0. 
Bhur  forms  about  7  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  area 
and  was  rated  at  10^,  12  and  14  annas.  The  increase  of 
cultivation  was  60  per  cent.,  viz,,  from  205,000  to  322,000 
acres.     The  result  of  the  new  assessment  was  to  raise  the 
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revenue  by  35  per  cent.,  viz.,  from  Rs.  3,14,540  to 
Bs.  4,23,661.  There  is  not  much  well  irrigation  in  the  Bdogar 
country.  About  8  per  cent,  of  the  area  was  considered  to 
be  irrigable  and  was  assesssed  at  well  rates,  but  only  half 
of  this  area  was  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measure- 
ments.    The  well  rates  were  much  the  same  as  elsewhere. 

The  Khddar  Circle  on  the  river  side  is  small.  The  old 
rate  on  Khddar  lands  was  Re.  1-12-0.  In  Ballabgarh  and 
£osi  the  rates  for  similar  lands  were  Be.  1-6-0  and 
B49.  2  respectively.  The  new  rate  was  Be.  1-6-0,  and  the 
resulting  enhancement  was  33  per  bent. 

The  Firozpur  valley  has  a  light  soil,  which  becomes 
sandy  on  the  upper  slopes  near  the  hills  on  both  sides  ;  but 
the  lower  lands  are  watered  by  the  Landoha  stream,  which 
enters  the  valley  from  Alwar  territory  and  in  years  of  heavy 
rainfall  continues  its  tsourse  as  far  as  the  Nuh  basin.    The 

Eeople  are  nearly  all  Meos.  They  are  not  prosperous,  and  a 
irge  area  is  under  mortgage.  Cotton  is  much  grown  in  the 
flooded  lands.  About  10  per  cent,  of  the  land  is  protected 
by  wells,  but  not  much  more  than  half  of  the  wells  are 
habitually  worked*  Cultivation  had  increased  since  the 
Begular  Settlement  by  about  46  per  cent.  The  old  rates 
were  amongst  the  highest  in  the  district,  well  lands  being 
assessed  at  Bs.  3-10-0,  naturally  irrigated  lands  at  Bs.  3-2-0, 
unirrigated  clay  soil  at  Bs.  2,  and  even  bhur  at  Be.  1-3-0. 
Mr.  Channing  slightly  reduced  the  well  rates ;  he  adopted 
rates  ,  of  Bs.  2  to  Bs.  2-8-0  for  naturally  irrigated  lands 
and  rates  of  Be.  1-12-0  to  Be.  1-2-0  for  unirrigated  land  in 
the  lower  villages.  But  he  rated  the  high-lying  bhur  at 
only  14  annas.  The  result  of  these  rates  was  an  increase  of 
the  revenue  from  Bs.  1,23,790  to  Bs.  1,28,452,  or  only  4  per 
cent.     In  the  lower  villages  the  assessment  was  unaltered. 

In  the  Nuh  basin  cultivation  had  increased  by  56  per 
cent.  Wheat  is  largely  cultivated  on  the  flooded  lands,  and 
cotton  on  the  unirrigated  lands.  This  part  of  the  country 
had  suffered  from  over-assessment  in  earlier  times  and  much 
of  it  was  heavily  mortgaged.  The  holdings  are  small.  The 
naturally  irrigated  (dahri)  area  is  about  30  per  cent,  of  the 
whole.  The  old  rate  for  such  land  in  the  Nuh  Fargana  was 
Bs.  2  per  acre,  and  this  was  retained  by  Mr.  Channing. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  11  ) 

Unirrigated  lands  were  formerly  rated  at  Re.  1-12-0  to 
Re.  1-2-0.  These  rates  were  reduced  to  Re.  1-6-0  for  the 
best  soil  and  10^  annas  for  bhur.  There  is  hardly  any  well 
irrigation,  and  the  well  water  is  generally  salt.  The  result 
was  an  enhancement  from  Rs.  1,26,657  to  Rs.  1^,49,08 5^  or 
about  18  pw  cent» 

In  this  tract  and  the  Ffrozpur  valley  the  course  of  flood 
waters  is  regulated  by  artificial  works  which  are  described  ia 
paragraph  167  of  Mr.  Ghanning's  Report.  A  rate  of  6^ 
annas  per  acre  was  charged  by  the  Canal  Department  on 
lands  benefited  by  these  works,  and  in  consideration  of  this 
charge  they  were  assessed  by  the  Settlement  Officer  at  unirri- 
gated rates.  These  works  have  since  been  transferred  to 
the  management  of  the  District  Committee. 

Parts  of  the  lands  of  seven  villages  surrounding  the 
Kotla  Jbfl  in  this  circle  are  subject  to  prolonged  submersion 
daring  which  they  are  uncuUurable.  It  was  decided  that 
the  assessment  on  these  lauds  should  be  fluctuating,  the 
usual  rate  of  R&  2  per  acre,  being  paid  only  on  the  area 
actually  cultivated  in  each  year.  Other  villages  in  this  tract 
receive  remissions  whenever  they  suffer  submersion  of  mor^ 
than  one-tenth  of  their  culiurable  area. 

The  Najafgarh  Jhfl  Circle  is  a  much  smaller  one  than 
the  last.  The  extent  of  the  Jhfl  varies  very  much  with  the 
rainfall  and  with  the  quantity  of  water  brought  into  it  by 
hill  streams.  An  escape  channel  under  the  management  of 
the  Canal  Department  carries  away  the  surplus  water  to 
the  Jumna  above  the  city  of  Delhi,  and  the  land  rendered 
culturable  by  the  removal  of  the  water  has  been  charged 
with  a  low  rate.  It  has  ako  been  necessary  to  make  large 
remissions  for  lands  submerged.  Mr.  Channing's  proposal, 
which  was  sanctioned  by  Government,  was  that  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  lands  most  subject  to  flooding,  which  he  found 
to  have  an  area  of  1,772  acres,  should  be  taken,  by  the 
Canal  Department,  and  that  the  rate  on  the  crops  usually 
grown  should  be  fixed  at  Rs.  3  per  acre.  Other  permanently 
assessed  flooded  lands  were  rated  at  Rs.  2-8-0.  The  soil  of 
this  circle  is  not  good.  Cultivation  has  somewhat  inQreased^ 
bui  the  revenue  was  slightly  reduced; 
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11.  The  rest  of  the  Gurgaon  Tahsfl  and  the  adjoiaing 
tracts  in  the  north  of  the  district  have  a  varied  soil,  generally 
a  sandy  loam  ;  but  near  the  hills,  which  here  ramify  into 
many  bratiches,  the  land  is  gritty  sand  and  is  cut  up  by 
javines.  The  valleys  are  sometimes  naturally  irrigated  by 
torrents.  About  Farukhnagar  the  country  is  full  of  sandy 
hillocks  and  contains  hardly  any  good  land.  Cultivation 
increased  since  1842  by  about  26  per  cent.  About  10  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  was  assessed  as  well  land,  and 
about  9  per  cent,  was  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurements.  In  this  tahsil  the  wells  are  not  reserved  for 
the  occasion  of  drought,  but  are  regularly  worked  as  a  part 
of  the  system  of  husbandry.  The  well  rates  were  fixed  at 
Bs.  2-8-0  to  Bs.  3  per  acre,  which  is  about  the  same  as  the 
former  rate.  The  unirrigated  land,  being  mostly  sandy  loam 
{magda)  or  sand  (bkur)^  the  rates  for  these  two  soils  are  the 
most  important.  The  former  was  assessed  at  about  Re.  1 
(13  annas  to  Re.  1-4-0),  and  the  latter  at  10  annas  (9  to  12 
.  annas>,  which  rates  again  differ  but  little  from  those  of  the 
previous  settlement.  The  result  was  an  enhancement  from 
Ks.  2,33,994  to  Rs.  2,70,324,  or  about  15^  per  cent 
The  small  Dahri  Circle  in  the  north-west  of  Palwal  had 
been  assessed  highly  enough  before  and  its  revenue  was  not 
raised.  There  was  an  increase  of  23  per  cent,  in  the  Meo 
Pargana  of  Taoru,  in  which  the  increase  of  cultivation  bad 
beeti  about  33  per  cent.  The  rates  in  Taoru  were  the  same 
as  the  adjoining  hilly  circles  of  Gurgaon. 

In  Rewdri  the  well  irrigation  is  of  even  more  importance 
than  in  Grurgaon,  the  soil  being  generally  too  light  to  produce 
good  crops  unless  it  be  irrigated.  The  area  assessed  as  well 
lands  was  19  percent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  and  about  17  per 
cent,  was  actually  under  irrigation.  The  wells  are  inclined 
to  be  salt  in  maay  parts  of  the  tahsfL  The  snil  is  nearly  all 
either  sand  or  light  sandy  loam,  no  less  than  three-fourths 
of  the  area  in  some  circles  being  classed  as  sand.  The  old 
rates  for  sandy  loam  were  about  Re.  1-4-0  and  14  annas  for 
sand.  Mr.  Channing's  rates,  which  varv  little  from  circle 
to  circle,  are  Re.  1-3-0  to  Re.  1  for  the  mrmer  and  12  annas 
(in  two  small  circles  10  and  10 J  annas)  for  the  latter  soil. 
His  rates  for  well  lands  varied  from  Bs.  3  to  Ks.  2-4-0  « 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     13     ) 

against  former  rates  of  Rs.  4  and  Rs.  3-3-0.  The  result  was 
an  increase  of  only  about  2  per  cent,  in  the  assessment^ 
while  cultivation  had  increased  by  31  per  cent. 

1 2.  On  the  whole  district  the  increase  of  assessment 
was  about  17  per  cent.,  viz.,  from  Rs.  11,03,000  to 
Rs.  12,78,113;  while,  as  has  been  before  stated,  the  increase 
in  cultivation  and  in  irrigation  had  been  40  per  cent. 

Mr.    Ghanning's  rates  for  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  which 
were  the  tahsils  he  first  assessed,  were  regarded  by  Mr.  Wood» 
under    whose    supervision     he    was    acting,  '  as   too    low^ 
but  were  eventually  accepted.     It  was  at  first  proposed  to 
put  a   low  additional  rate  on  land  under  fallow,    but   this 
charge  was  struck  off  by  the  orders  of  Government.      It 
appears    sufficiently   from    the    figures   above    stated    that 
Mr.  Channing  in  almost  all  cases  lowered  the  incidence  of  the 
revenue  upon  the  cultivated  area.     In  cases  where  his  rates 
would  have  resulted  in  large  enhancements  he  usually  assess- 
ed the  villages  well  below  his  rates.    That  he  was  not  unwill- 
ing to  make  proper  concessions  to  weak  and  impoverished 
communities  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  revenue 
of  no  less  than  202  villages  (ou.,  104  in  Rewdri  and  98  in 
other,  tahsils)    was  actually   reduced   by   him.      His  rates, 
though  no  doubt  higher  than  have  been  customary  in  most 
parts  of  the  Punjab  Proper,  were  not  higher  than  those  adopts 
ed  in  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  Delhi  and  Rohtak  Districts, 
and  were  much   below  those  adopted  in   Muttra  and   other 
adjacent  districts  of  the  North- West  Provinces.     His  stand- 
ard of  assessment  certainly  did  not  on  the  whole   exceed  a 
half  share  of  the  proprietors'  profits,  and  it  will  be  observed 
from    Mr.  Wilson's  report  that  in  many  parts  of  the  district 
rents  have  risen  since  assessments  were  introduced.     This  i^ 
markedly  the  case  in  the  Landoha  circle  of  the  Firozpur 
TahslI,  which  on  account  of  its  natural  advantages  is  assessed 
higher  than  any  other   circle.     The    rates  of  yield   of  the 

Srinoipal  crops  assumed  in  calculating  the  value  of  the  pro* 
uce  are  stated  in  Chapter  IT  of  the  Report.  They  are  all 
moderate,  and  as  shown  in  paragraphs  50  and  51  of 
Mr.  Wilson's  Report  they  agree  well  with  those  assumed  in  the 
neighbouring  districts.  The  scale  of  prices  which  was  applied 
iu  order  to  obtain  the  money  value  of  the  produce  was  ax) 
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extremely  low  one.  Sir  James  Lyall's  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject has  been  expressed  in  the  passage  quoted  by  the  Finan* 
cial  Commissioner  in  paragraph  38  of  his  Review,  in  which 
it  is  observed  that  Mr.  Channing's  assessment  was  at  least  as 
lenient,  all  things  considered,  as  that  of  Mr.  Barnes'.  The 
misfortunes  which  afterwards  fell  upon  the  Ourgaon  District 
are  not  attributable  to  the  new  settlement  except  in  a  few 
cases,  in  which  the  enhancement  of  the  revenue  was  unusuallyr 
large,  and  under  similar  circumstances  would  have  probably 
occurred  in  the  vast  majority  of  estates  had  the  old  settle- 
ment of  1842  remained  in  operation.  In  some  of  the  circles 
•which  afterwards  suffered  most  severely  Mr.  Ohanning  had 
not  raised  the  assessment  at  all,  while  such  redistribution  of 
pressure  as  he  made  between  village  and  village  must  have 
tended  on  the  whole  to  render  the  burthen  easier  to  be  borne. 
No  doubt  the  realization  of  a  heavier  revenue  than  that  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  pay  in  the  past  did  add  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  people  in  1877 — 1881.  But  for  these  reali- 
zations Mr.  Channiog  was  in  no  way  responsible.  He  did 
not  profess  to  make  an  assessment  which  could  be  realized 
in  full  in  the  worst  years,  and  he  was  not  instructed  to  pitch 
the  revenue  demand  at  a  level  which  would  allow  of  its  oeing 
realized  without  suspensions  or  remissions  in  such  years. 

13.  The  new  assessments  came  into  force  from  the^ 
kharif  season  of  1877.  The  rains  of  that  year  failed  and, 
except  in  a  few  specially  fortunate  villages,  the  autumn  crop 
'was  completely  lost.  Added  to  the  loss  of  the  crop  a  vast 
kiumber  of  cattle  died  for  wacft  of  fodder.  In  the  beginning 
of  October  the  Settlement  Officer  discussed  the  situation  in 
a  memorandum  in  which  he  gave  his  opinion  that  the  reve- 
nue of  that  season  could  not  in  most  villages  be  exacted  with- 
out involving  the  people  in  debt,  and  he  advised  that  the 
first  instalment  of  the  kharff  demand  throughout  the  district 
should  be  suspended.  This  recommendation,  in  which  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  concurred,  was  supported  by  the  Com^ 
missioner.  But  unfortunately  for  the  Ourgaon  District,  the 
year  in  which  it  needed  relief  was  one  in  which  the  Govern^ 
ment  of  India  was  encountering  greater  and  more  widespread 
distress  in  other  provinces,  and  the  consequent  financial 
pressure  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  for  the  collection 
of  as  large  a  proportion  as  might  be  possible  of  the  land  reve^^ 
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une  of  the  Punjab.  The  late  Mr.  Gore  Ouseley  as  Financial 
Commissioner,  who  in  pursuance  of  this  communication  from 
the  Government  of  India  had  already  issued  circular  orders 
directing  the  revenue  to  be  collected  with  the  usual  punctu- 
ality, declined  therefore  to  entertain  any  such  general  pro- 
posal as  that  sent  up  from  Gurgaon.  He  observed  that 
wherever  the  revenue  had  been  enhanced  by  the  new  settle- 
cnent  the  presumption  was  that  the  proprietors  must  have 
long  enjoyed  large  profits,  and  they  must  understand  that  the 
new  assessment  must  be  paid  by  them  in  bad  seasons  as  well 
as  in  good  ones.  Applications  for  suspension  would  be  suit- 
able only  in  cases  where  the  former  revenue  bad  been  reduced 
by  the  Settlement  Officer.  The  request  of  the  local  officers 
being  thus  refused,  efforts  were  made  to  collect  the  revenue 
in  the  usual  way.  It  was,  however,  found  impossible  to 
realize  the  demand  in  full,  and  in  the  following  May,  on  a 
further  representation  by  the  Commissioner,  the  suspension 
of  a  balance  of  Bs.  1,22,438  was  sanctioned.  In  the  same 
season  a  takdvi  grant  of  Rs.  50,000  was  given  for  the  pur- 
chase of  seed  and  bullocks.  But  the  troubles  of  the  agricul- 
turists were  not  at  an  end.  The  spring  crop  of  1878  was 
disappointing.  The  rains  of  1878  were  of  only  half  the 
average  quantity  and  ceased  early.  Excepting  the  bdjra,  all 
autumn  crops  withered.  The  winter  rains  also  failed  and 
there  was  no  spring  crop  except  on  irrigated  lands.  In 
Palwal,  where  the  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  might 
have  saved  the  crops,  the  people  were  fever-stricken  and  un- 
able to  make  use  of  the  water.  Up  to  this  time  no  revenue 
had  been  remitted,  the  exigencies  of  Government  on  account 
of  the  Kabul  Campaign  not  aduHtting  of  that  course  being 
taken  in  1878.  In  1879  a  remission  of  about  Rs.  41,000  was 
sanctioned  by  Government  in  addition  to  the  suspension  of 
Ss.  69,000  more.  But  this  concession  was  neutralized  by 
orders  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  more  than  Rs.  94,000  due 
as  fees  for  extracts  from  the  new  settlement  record  supplied 
to  the  land-holders.  The  autumn  crop  of  1879  was  excellent, 
but  at  this  juncture  the  district  was  swept  by  a  terrible 
epidemic  of  fever  and  the  people  had  hardly  strength  enough 
to  gather  in  the  harvest.  The  following  two  crops  were 
poor.  In  April  1881  a  suspension  of  Rs.  18,658  and  a  remis- 
sion of  Rs.  20^755  were  sanctioned;  but  in  1880  the  enhanced 
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Ideal  rate  from  6^  to  8^  per  cent.,  which  in  thia  district  had 
been  held  in  abeyance  for  two  years^  was  at  length  enforced. 
In  March  1882  Sir  James  Lyall,  then  Financial  Commis- 
sioner, made  a  tour  through  the  Gurgaon  District  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  distress  could  not  be  tided  over  by 
means  of  occasional  suspensions  and  remissions,  which  had 
in  fact  only  been  applied  where  balances  were  found  to  be 
irrecoverable.  It  was  apparent  that  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion could  not  recover  themselves  without  more  radical 
measures  of  relief.  An  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner^ 
Munshi  Adjudhia  Pershdd,  was  accordingly  sent  to  assist  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  in  making  a  thorough  enquiiry  into  the 
state  of  the  district,  and  shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
in  the  meantime  had  carried  out  the  settlement  of  the  Sirsa 
District,  was  deputed  as  Settlement  Officer  to  make  a  general 
revision  of  the  assessments.  The  earlier  measures  of  relief 
had  been  mostly  confined  to  the  Meo  country,  but  in  1882 
numerous  petitions  complaining  of  over-assessment  were  re- 
ceived from  the  tahsils  of  Gurgaon,  Palwal  and  Rewilri.  It 
was  deemed  necessary  therefore  to  extend  the  enquiry  to. 
these  cases  also  and  thus  to  make  it  include  the  entire  dis- 
trict. 

The  points  in  which  the  assessments  appeared  to  the: 
present  Lieutenant-Qovernor  to  be  open  to  question  were 
that  the  area  of  naturally  irrigated  land  had  perhaps  been 
Over-estimated  by  reason  of  the  Settlement  Officer  having 
seen  these  lands  after  some  years  of  very  heavy  rain,  and 
that  the  area  of  unirrigated  bhur  soil  which  was  under  cul-: 
tivation  in  the  year  of  measurements  might  also,  from  the 
prevalence  of  good  rainy  -seasons,  have  been  larger  than 
could  generally  be  reckoned  upon.  He  was  alao  of  opinion 
that  large  enhancements  had  in  some  cases  been  too  boldly 
made. 

At  the  end  of  1882  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  preliminary 
report  in  which  he  maintained  the  view  that  the  assessment 
was  not  really  too  high  except  in  the  two  or  three  respects 
noticed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  and  in  the  matter  of 
tiiose  wells  which  are  only  occasionally  used,  but  which  had 
been  assessed  upon  their  whole  irrigable  area.  JELe  did  not 
propose  to  reduce  the  assessment  permanently.  He  desired 
tliat  a  limit  might  be  fixed  by  Government  up  to  which  tern- 
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porary  reductioDs  of  revenue  might  be  made,  and  that  he 
might  be  empowered  within  this  limit  to  announce  the  reduc- 
tions  as  he  proceeded  with  the  work.  The  limit  he  proposed 
was  the  sum  of  Hs.  1,40,000,  which  was  approximately  the 
amount  by  which  the  Government  demand  (all  assignments 
axcluded)  had  been  increased  by  the  new  assessment.  He 
also  asked  permission  to  revise  the  distribution  of  the  reve- 
nue, to  alter  in  some  cases  the  proportions  between  the  kharif 
and  rabi  instalments,  and  to  postpone  by  15  days  the  dates 
for  the  payment  of  the  latter.  The  present  Lieutenant^ov- 
ernor  as  Financial  Commissioner  considered  that  where  the 
cultivated  area  had  been  too  highly  estimated  it  would  be 
proper  to  give  reductions  for  the  remainder -of  the  term  of 
settlement;  but  that  in  other  cases  where  the  Settlement 
Officer's  calculations  had  not  been  wrong,  but  the  villages 
had  become  impoverished  through  subsequent  calamities,  re- 
ductions for  a  term  of  a  fev^  years  would  be  sufficient.  He 
agreed  to  the  limit  of  Rs.  1,40,000  being  fixed  as  the  maxi- 
mum within  which  temporary  and  permanent  reductions 
might  be  proposed,  but  he  thought  that  it  would  probably 
not  be  necessary  to  go  fully  up  to  that  amount.  Sir  Charles 
Aitchison,  however,  did  not  wish  to  limit  the  grant  of  perma- 
nent reductions  of  revenue  to  those  cases  merely  in  ^hich 
the  Settlement  Officer  could  be  proved  to  have  been  wrong, 
and  he  directed  that  in  determining  whether  reductions 
should  be  given  permanently  or  only  temporarily  the  present 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  village  should  be  looked  to. 
He  thought  that  Mr.  Wilson  had  taken  an  optimist  view  of 
the  Settlement  proceedings,  and  that  it  would  perhaps  be 
necessary  to  forego  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  of  Rs.  1,40,000 
for  the  whole  term  of  settlement,  and  possibly  to  make  still 
larger  reductions  for  a  time.  In  the  meantime  some  large 
sums  were  remitted  and  suspended,  and  a  grant  of  Rs.  50,000, 
afterwards  raised  to  Rs.  2,00,000,  was  obtained  from  the 
Government  of  India  for  the  purchase  of  plough  cattle. 

14.  Mr.  Wilson's  final  report  on  the  measures  of  relief 
proposed  by  him  and  the  Deputy  Commissioner  was  submitted 
to  uie  Financial  Conimissioner  in  November  1883,  and  has 
been  reviewed  by  Colonel  Wace,  together  with  Mr.  Chann- 
iog^s  Report,  in  a  careful  memorandum,  in  which  he  has  in- 
corporated some  leading  agricultural  statistics  of  the  district 
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up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1885-86.  Mr.  Wilson  tommences 
by  stating  the  evidence  afforded  by  statistics  of  the  loss  of 
agricultural  resources  and  the  decline  of  prosperity  in  Gur- 
gaon  since  the  year  1877.  He  reckons  that  nearly  one-third 
of  the  plough  bullocks  had  disappeared,  and  estimates  that 
in  all  150,000  head  of  cattle  had  died.  The  population  in- 
stead of  showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  1868  was  less 
by  7  per  cent.,  which,  seeing  that  there  must  have  been  an 
increase  at  the  usual  rate  between  1868  and  1877,  indicates  a 
loss  between  1877  and  1882  of  about  12  percent.  In  the 
Flrozpur  Tahsfl  the  diminution  was  believidd  to  be  as  much 
as  20  per  cent,  and  16  per  cent,  in  Nuh.  The  cultivated  area 
which  at  settlement  was  reckoned  to  be  987,000  acres,  but 
which  in  the  years  1868—1876  had  only  averaged  935,000 
acres,  had  in  the  years  1877 — 1883  fallen  to  an  average  of 
633,000  acres.  About  10  per  cent,  of  the  area  measured  at 
settlement  as  cultivated  was  out  of  cultivation,  though  the 
ordinary  proportion  of  fallow  would  be  only  about  5  per  cent. 
The  abandoned  land  was  mostly  high-lying  bhur  soil.  Well 
irrigation  had,  owing  principally  to  the  want  of  bullocks, 
fallen  even  below  the  6gures  of  the  year  of  settlement,  though 
in  that  year  the  wells  had  been  neglected  owing  to  a  plentiful 
rainfall.  Since  1877  3  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  land  had 
been  sold,  the  sales  being  most  serious  in  the  Gurgaon  and 
bewdri  Tahsfls.  The  area  under  mortgage,  which  had 
amounted  to  only  6^  per  cent,  before  1877,  had  increased 
to  12  per  cent.,  the  amount  borrowed  being  20  lakhs  of 
rupees,  or  nearly  two  years'  revenue.  In  the  eastern  part  of 
the  district  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  mortgages  were 
of  the  nature  of  transfers,  encouraged  by  the  Tahsild^rs, 
from  an  insolvent  to  a  solvent  cosharer.  The  extent  of  mort- 
gages in  that  part  of  the  district  would  have  been  larger  but 
for  the  fact  that  since  1878  outside  capitalists  had  been 
unwilling  to  advance  any  money  on  land  in  Nuh  and  Flroz- 
pur. In  the  western  tahsils  the  transfers  were  usually  to 
members  of  the  moneyed  classes. 

15.  Mr.  Wilson  then  proceeds  to  detail  circle  by  circle 
the  reductions  permanent  and  temporary,  which  were 
announced  by  him  with  the  reasons  for  his  action.  The  term 
of  the  temporary  reductions  was  in  all  cases  fixed  at  7  years. 
The  results  may  be  summarised  in  the  same  shape  as  has  been 
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lidopte<i    above   in   paragraphs    10   and    II    in   respect   of 
Mr.  Ohanning's  assessments.     In  the  fi&ngar  tract  the  princi* 
pal  cause  discovered  for  reducing  the  assessment  was  that  the 
area  to  which  the  well   rates   had   been   applied   was   larger 
than  the  extent  of  actual  irrigation.    Some  villages  in  Palwal 
were   impoverished.      In  the   Nuh  B&ngar   cultivation  had 
decreased.     In  Ptinah&na  some  relief   was  given  where  en- 
hancements had   been  very  large.     The  assessment  was  re* 
duced  by  Rs.  12,272,  or  about  3  per  cent,    for   the   term  of 
settlement,    and    by   a  further    sum    of    Rs.    36,069,    or  9 
per  cent.,  for  7  years.     In  the  Kbddar  Circle  the  permanent 
redactions  oame'to  Rs   1,789,  and  the  temporary  reductions 
to  Ra.    1,142,  being  6  and  9  per  cent,  respectively.     In  the 
Flroapur    valley    the    state    of  the    Landoha   villages   had 
formed  the  subject  of  an  enquiry   by  Mr.  Wilson  under  the 
orders  of  the  Commissioner  in  1879,  and   some  small  reduc- 
tions  of  assessment  had    been   sanctioned.      Some   further 
proposals  were  made  by  Ajudhia   PershAd,  but   Mr.    Wilson 
was  directed  to  revise  these  proposals  with  a  view  to  increased 
liberality.     In  the   Landoha  and  Mundikhera  Circles  taken 
together,    Mr.    Channing,  as   already   stated,   had   made   no 
enhancement.     But  Mr.    Wilson   considered  that   the    well 
areas  had  been   over*estimated   and  also   that  the     rate  on 
bhur  soil  was  too  high  for  some  of  the  land  of  that  description. 
In  the  villages  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  on  both  sides  of  the 
valley  there   was  considerably  less   of  the  sandy  soil  under 
cultivation  than  had  been   measured  at  settlement   as   culti- 
vated land.     This  soil  is  a  poor  gritty   sand,  not   to  be  com- 
pared in  fertility  with  the  sandy  lands  on  the  plains  towards 
the   Sutlej,    which    with   very  little   rainfall  produces   good 
crops  of  gram  and  barley.    Its  best  crop  is  bdjra,  and  some  of 
it  yields  only  moth.     Even   such   crops   are   probably   not 
produced   every  year  in  the  same  fields.     Mr.  Channing  had 
not   the   advantage   which  Settlement   Officers   now  possess 
of  comparing   his   measured   areas   of  cultivated   land   with 
several  years'  careful  crop  inspections.     Had   he   been  able 
to  make  such  a  comparison  he  would  most  likely  have   found 
that   even   in   ordinary   years   in  these   poor  soils  the  area 
producing  a   crop   falls   considerably   short   of  the   area  of 
cultivated  lands.   In  the  first  place   the  entire   area   is   not 
always   sown,  a  considerable  proportion   of  it    being  inten- 
tionally left  fallow ;  and  in  the  second  place  many  fields  and 
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parts  of  fields  produce  little  or  no  grain,  and  under  tlie 
present  instructions  for  half-yearly  field  inspection  returns 
would  be  wholly  or  partly  included  in  the  area  of  **  crops 
failed."  Mr,  Wilson  rightly  observes  that  no  land  could  on 
these  grounds  be  excluded  from  the  area  assessed  as  culti-> 
vated,  and  that  to  have  treated  only  that  land  as  cultivated 
which  happened  to  be  growing  a  crop  in  the  year  of  measure* . 
ments  would  have  produced  intolerable  inequality  between 
man  and  man.  The  proper  remedy  was  to  lower  the  rates 
on  all  land  of  which  the  cultivation  was  desultory  and  pre- 
carious. Mr.  Channing's  estimates  of  yield  per  acre,  though 
moderate  for  an  average  acre  of  harvested  crop,  were  cer- 
.  tainly  not  so  made  as  to  allow  for  the  difference  which  must 
exist  between  the  area  of  crops  harvested  and  the  area  of 
land  reckoned  as  cultivated.  Consequently  his  rates  for  the 
poorer  soils  were  decidedly  too  high,  at  least  in  this  part 
of  the  district.  In  a  note  written  in  1882  Mr.  Ghanning 
admitted  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  put  the  rate 
on  high-lying  bhur  in  the  Firozpur  valley  no  higher  than 
10  annas  per  acre  in  place  of  18  annas.  Mr.  Wilson  has 
virtually  reduced  the  rate  to  that  level.  Some  reduction 
was  also  required  in  well  lands,  of  which  too  large  an  area 
had  been  assessed.  The  permanent  reductions  given  in  this 
part  of  the  district  amount  to  Ks.  8,453  and  the  temporary 
reductions  to  Rs,  10,015,  being  respectively  7  and  9  per  cent, 
on  the  former  revenue. 


16.  In  assessing  the  villages  of  the  Nuh  basin, 
Mr.  Chanuing's  chief  anxiety  was  that  sufiicient  allowance 
should  be  made  for  the  case  of  lands  being  submerged  so  as 
not  to  be  culturable.  During  the  time  that  he  had  passed  in 
the  district  the  seasons  had  been  so  wet  (especially  in  1875) 
that  in  the  autumn  the  country  generally  had  the  appearance 
of  a  large  lake  extending  from  the  foot  of  the  western  hills 
almost  to  the  limits  of  the  Bdngar,  and  communications  were 
often  carried  on  by  boat.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Settle- 
ment Officer  to  foresee  that  these  lands  would  in  the  years 
that  followed  be  suffering  from  drought.  Mr.  Wilson  found 
that  the  flooded  area  had  much  diminished,  and  that  mainly 
from  this  cause  the  cultivation  had  fallen  off  in  the  Nuh  Dahar 
Circle  to  the  extent  of  12  per  cent.     Cattle  were  even  in  1882 
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leas  numerous  by  one-third  than  at  the  time  of  settlement 
One- fourth  of  the  area  was  under  mortgage.  The  permanent 
assessment  of  this  tract  was  reduced  by  Rs.  13,236,  or  about 
9  per  cent.,  and  a  temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  16,988,  or  1 1 
per  cent.,  was  also  given.  No  material  change  was  made  in 
the  Najafgarh  Jhil  Circle  in  Gurgaon.  In  the  remainder  of 
the  Gur^aon  Tahsil  and  the  adjoining  circles,  which  in  para- 
graph 10  were  classed  with  Gurgaon,  the  permanent  reduc- 
tions amount  t(^  Ks.  9,880,  or  3^  per  cent.  Cultivation  was 
found  to  have  decreased  considerably  in  Farukhnagar  and  in 
some  of  the  other  sandy  tracts,  and  there  had  been  much  loss 
of  cattle  in  Taoru.  Temporary  reductions  were  given  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.  18,361,  or  about  6^  per  cent.  In  the  Bew&ri 
Tahsil,  as  already  noted,  Mr.  Channing  did  not  materially  in- 
crease the  old  revenue.  But  in  certain  villages  the  revising 
officers  considered  that  relief  was  required  on  the  ground 
that  the  extent  of  cultivation  had  been  somewhat  over-esti- 
mated and  that  the  rate  on  sandy  land  (12  annas)  was  rather 
h^h.  They  therefore  reduced  the  assessment  permanently 
by  Bs.  5,585,  or  3  per  cent.,  and  temporarily  by  Bs.  2I9I58, 
or  8  per  cent. 


17.  Thus  not  only  has  temporary  relief  been  freely 
^VHn  over  almost  the  whole  district,  but  the  assessment  has 
been  permanently  lowered  to  an  extent  which  is  nowhere  less 
than  3  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Pfrozpur  valley  and  Nuh  basin 
amounts  to  8  per  cent,  of  the  full  amount.  If  the  Meo  coun- 
try be  taken  separately  it  will  be  found  that  while  that  tract 
pays  two-fifths  of  the  revenue  of  the  district  it  has  received 
three-fifths  of  the  permanent  and  half  of  the  temporary  re- 
ductions. The  permanent  reductions  amount  in  all  to 
Rs.  50,689,  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  former  demand,  and  the  re- 
ductions for  7  years  to  Rs.  1,06,440.  But  in  the  case  of  tem- 
porary reductions  it  was  not  considered  necessary  that  the 
relief  accorded  by  Government  to  the  impoverished  peasantry 
should  be  extended  to  money-lenders  who  had  taken  land 
in  mortgage.  The  sum  actually  abandoned  for  each  year  of 
the  shorter  term  is  thus  reduced  to  Bs.  93,806,  which  is  about 
7^  per  cent.  The  spirit  in  which  the  revising  ofiicers  p&c 
formed  their  work  is  shown  in  the  following  passage,  relating 
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to  one  of  the  circles,  which  occurs  at  page  100  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son's Report  :— 

''  But  wbile  no  suQScient  reason  can  he  given  for  the  redactioa 
of  the  assessment  considered  as  a  whole,  there  are  some  Individ aal 
villages  in  which  the  over-estimate  of  cultivation  or  irrigation,  or  the 
increase  of  assessment,  has  been  so  serious  that,  coupled  with  the  pre* 
fieot  distressed  state  of  the  proprietors,  it  has  been  thought  sufficient 
reason  for  the  reduction  of  the  assessment  for  the  whole  term  oC 
settlement.  In  n^any  of  these  cases  it  might  perhaps  be  argued  that 
while  the  cultivation  or  irrigation  was  over-estimated,  still  the  assess* 
ment  of  the  village  considered  as  a  whole  is  by  no  means  excessive  ;  but 
ihe  Deputy  Commissioner  and  I  in  our  anxiety  to  give  the  benefit  of  all 
reasonable  doubt  to  the  peasants  have  iu  such  cases  generally  accepted 
Mr.  Cbanning's  estimate  of  the  village  in  other  particulars  and  granted 
fk  reduction  iu  consideration  of  his  over-estimate  of  the  cultivatad 
or  irrigated  area.  The  reasons  for  the  reduction  are  recorded  in  eacU 
case  ill  the  Village  Note-book.  Tbey  geqerally  are  that  the  irrigation 
was  over-estimated ;  that  the  rate  on  bhur  is  too  high ;  or  (which  is 
much  the  same  thing)  that  the  cultivated  area  was  over-estimated ; 
that  the  increase  was  too  great ;  or  that  the  assessment  as  compared 
ivith  that  at  circle  rates  and  that  of  neighbouring  villages  was  too 
Ijiigh,  especially  where  the  village  had  been  assessed  as  a  strong  villag« 
and  is  now  weakened/' 

It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  from  paragraph  64  of  the  Re- 
vision Report  that  the  people  were  "  more  than  content  with 
the  aid  afforded  them  by  Government,  which  is  more  liberal 
than  they  had  hoped  for." 

18.  The  whole  extent  of  the  concession  granted  to  the 
land-holders  is  represented  by  the  sum  of  Rs.  12,16,536  on  ac- 
count of  reductions  for  24  years,  and  Rs.  6,56,642  on  account 
of  reductions  for  7  years,  or  in  all  Rs.  18,73,178.  To  this 
.sum  must  be  added  Rs.  8,49,174,  the  amount  of  remissions  of 
revenue,  viz.,  Rs.  2,60,523  sanctioned  on  Mr.  Wilson's  re- 
commendations and  Rs.  1,48,651  which  had  been  remitted 
in  previous  years.  In  judging  of  the  extent  of  the  relief  so 
diistributed  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  less  costly  remedies 
would  have  been  sufficient  had  they  been  applied  at  an  ear- 
lier stage  of  the  distress.  In  the  matter  of  remissions  and 
of  temporary  reductions  of  revenue  Mr.  Wilson  neither  ex* 
ceeded  his  instructions  nor,  Sir  James  Lyall  is  convinced, 
did  he  go  beyond  the  bare  necessities  of  the  case.  As  to  the 
redactions  for  the  term  of  Settlement,  His  Honor  does  not 
tirifih  to  imply  that  he  considers  them  excessive ;  but  it  should 
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be  noted  thai  saoh  remissions,  while  of  less  value  to  the 
people  than  immediate  relief^  will  be  more  ezpensiye  for  Gov* 
ernment,  and  their  effect  may  even  extend  into  a  future  term 
of  settlement.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  therefore  glad  at 
least  that  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  make  any  larger 
portion  of  the  reductions  permanent.  The  reductions  of 
assessment  have  not  been  carried  into  effect  by  altering  the 
rates  on  particular  soils  or  classes  of  land^  but  by  a  rateable 
reduction  on  the  revenue  of  each  holding  in  the  village  at  so 
many  annas  per  rupee. 

19.  Having  thus  shown  the  total  deductions  which 
have  to  be  made  from  the  jQinancial  success  of  Mr.  Channing's 
settlement^  it  may  now  be  convenient  to  recapitulate  the 
amount  of  profit  to  Government  which  remains  after  all  these 
reductions  have  been  made.  The  increase  in  the  gross  as* 
sessment  which  was  effected  by  Mr.  Ghanning's  revision  was 
Rs.  1,75,000,  and,  therefore,  bad  his  assessment  remained  in 
force  for  30  years  without  alteration,  the  total  gain  would 
have  been  about  52^  lakhs  of  rupees.  The  deductions  of  all 
kinds,  including  remissions,  amount  as  above  stated  to  about 
22^  lakhs.  If  therefore  the  full  temporary  reductions  of 
Rs,  94,000  round  were  likely  to  be  recovered  at  the  expiry 
of  the  period  of  seven  years  for  which  they  were  made,  the 

V  net  result  would  be  a  net  gain  of  30  lakhs  of  rupees,  which 
is  equivalent  to  one  lakh  per  annum  for  the  whole  term  of 
Settlement,  or  an  increase  of  9  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
the  former  revenue.  As  a  fact,  however,  it  is  probable  that 
not  more  than  Rs.  70,000  of  the  temporary  reductions  made 
will  now  be  reimposed.  This  will  invoke  an  additional  loss 
of  Rs.  4^00,000  during  the  remaining  17  years  of  the  period 
of  the  Settlement,  and  will  reduce  the  net  gain  to  26  lakhH 
or  Rs.  86,000  per  annum.  The  cost  of  the  Settlement  to 
Government  was  5^  lakhs  of  rupees,  which  will  absorb  about 
one-fifth  of  the  net  profits  during  the  period  of  Settlement. 

20.  The  economical  history  of  the  district  sim^e  these 
measures  were  taken  is  continued  by  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner in  the  9th  paragraph  of  his  Review.  The  year  1883-84 
waa  an  unfortunate  one,  both  the  autumn  crop  of  1883 
and  the  spring  crop  of  1884  being  failures.  But  the  crops  of 
the  succeeding  agricultural  year  were  up  to  the  average^   and 
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the  spring  crop  of  1886    was    ezceediDgly    good.      Cattle 
suffered  much  from  want  of  fodder  in  1883.     Cultivation  has 
recovered  to  a  satisfactory  degree.     The  areas  returned  in 
1884-85  and  1885*86  were  almost  up  to  the  figures  of  the 
year  of  Settlement.     The  same  may  be  said  of  the  area  irri- 
gated from  wells.     Advances  to  the  amount  of  Bs.  1,28^000 
have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  over  600  new  wells. 
The  area  under  mortgage  is  not  yet  reduced.     Those  balan- 
ces which  were  not   remitted  have  generally  been  realized. 
The  restoration  of  the  population  to  its  former  numbers  was 
retarded  by  an  unhealthy  season  in  1884.     The  prospect  in 
1836  was  decidedly  cheering^  but  to  fully  establish  the  re- 
covery of  the  district  one  or    two   more  good  years  were 
still  needed.     Two  thoroughly  good  years  have  not  yet  been 
enjoyed  by  the  people,  though  there  have  been  two  excellent 
harvests,  and  many  parts  of  the   district  will  doubtless  re- 
quire to  be  most  carefully  watched  for  some  years  to  come. 
The  balance  of  uncollected  recoverable  revenue  at  the  close 
of  1886-87  (after  allowing  for  the  sums  written  off  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  proposals  made  in  Mr.  Wilson's  report)   was 
Ss.  26,289,  of  which  Rs.  16,000  were  suspended  in  that  year 
on  account  of  inundations  caused  by  heavy  floods. 

21.  Sir  James  Lyall  is  disposed  to  think  upon  the  whole 
that  it  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Channing's  work  that  so  search- 
ing an  examination  as  has  been  applied  to  it  has  brought 
to  light  no  more^  serious  defects  than  those  already  touched 
upon.  There  is  probably  no  Settlement  which  if  scrutinized 
in  the  manner  indicated  in  the  passage  above  quoted  from 
the  Revision  Report  would  not  have  offered  similar  openings 
for  amendment.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the 
terms  of  the  instructions  issued  to  the  revising  officers  by 
Sir  Charles  Aitchison  the  fact  that  the  assessment  was  per- 
manently reduced  does  not  prove  that  it  was  originally  ex- 
cessive, and  the  justice  of  this  observation  is  borne  out  by 
the  remarks  of  the  revising  officers,  which  have  been  above 
extracted.  Of  the  errors  pointed  out  at  the  commencement 
by  Sir  James  Lyall,  that  relating  to  the  over-assessment  of 
well  lands  is  of  minor  moment.  The  well  lands  assessed  in 
the  south  and  east  of  the  district  to  which  the  objection  ap- 
plies are  so  small  that  the  difference  between  Mr.  Channing's 
rates  and  those  which  Mr.  Wilson  prefers  can  hardly  have 
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affected  the  total  revenue  of  many  villages  to  the  extent  of 
more  than   perhaps  an  anna  in   the  rupee.     The    area  as« 
sumed  by  Mr.   Chanuing  as  irrigable  by  each  well  was  mo- 
derate enough.     The  decline  in  irrigation  which   Mr.  Wilson 
observed  was  not  due  to  less  area  being  irrigated  from  each 
well   (as  is  shown   in   the  44th  paragraph  of  the  Revision 
Report),  but  to  many  wells  having  fallen  out  of  use  for  want 
of  bullocks.     The  loss  of  cattle  was  an  unforeseen  misfor- 
tune of  a  temporary  nature,  and  from  the  later  statistics  sup- 
plied by  the  Financial  Commissioner  it  would  appear  that 
the  wells  have  already  come  again  into  full  operation.     With 
regard  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  page  98 
of  his  Report,  that  the  advantage  of  well  irrigation  is  nearly 
counterbalanced  by  the  extra  labour  of  working  the  well  and 
the  interest  of  the  capital  expended  on  sinking  it,  and  that 
there  should  therefore   be  no  great  difference  between   the 
rates  on  irrigated  and  unirrigated  land,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  labour  of  working  the  well  is  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
production  of  the  crop  and  that  it  falls  to  the  share  of  the 
tenant.      The  tenant,  besides  performing  this  labour,  is  able 
in  the  Palwal  Tahsil  to  pay  to  the  owner  a  rent  of  Rs.  5  per 
acre  for  well-irrigated  land  as  against  Rs.  3  per  acre  for  land 
without  a  welL     As  to  the   owner's  expenditure  of  capital, 
that  is  compensated  by  the  remission,  which  is  allowed  him 
for  a  period  of  20  years,  of  the  cUflFerence  between  irrigated 
and  unirrigated  rates  of  assessment — a  concession  amounting 
at  the  Palwal  rates  to  about  Rs.  250.      With  regard  to  the 
unexpected  failure  of  moisture  in  the  lands  assessed  as  natur- 
ally flooded,  this  is  also  a  temporary  mishap.     Such  lands  are 
necessarily  liable  to  injury  at  one  time  from  excess  of  water 
and  at  another  time  from  the  want  of  it.     Such  lands  might 
no  doubt  be  assessed  on  a  fluctuating  system,  but  in  that  case 
it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  decidedly  higher  rates  than 
those  of  the  fixed  assessment.     Mr.  Wilson  has  proposed  that 
the  rule  regulating  the  grant  of  remissions  should  be  altered 
in  favour  of  the  villagers  by  allowing  remissions  whenever  10 
per  cent,  of  their  area  assessed  as  flooded,  not  10  per  cent,  of 
their  whole  culturable  area,  is  submerged.     The  Financial 
Commissioner  does  not  support  this  recommendation,  observ- 
ing that  after  a  year  of  heavy  flooding  the  succeeding  crops 
are  unusually  good.     The  question  can,  he  suggests,  be  re- 
served till   1889,  when  the  enforcement  of  the  full  scale  of 
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asseflsment,  as  now  revised,  will  come  under  consideration. 
The  Lieutenant-Governor  accepts  this  view.  In  the  Eotla 
Jhll  circle  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  fluctuating  system  to 
parts  of  two  villages  which  were  before  excluded  from  it,  ^nd 
in  place  of  the  uniform  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  on  all  cultiva- 
tion a  schedule  of  crop  rates  is  recommended.  The  Finan- 
cial Commissioner  supports  these  proposals,  but  would  sanc- 
tion the  crop  rates  for  that  period  only  during  which  the  tem- 
porary reductions  of  assessment  will  be  in  force.  With  this 
limitation  these  changes  are  sanctioned  by  His  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor.  His  Honor  will  therefore  recommend 
the  Government  of  India  to  confirm  the  Settlement  made  by 
Mr.  Channing  as  revised  by  Mr.  Wilson  for  a  term  of  30 
years  ending  with  the  rabi  season  of  A.  D.  1908.  With  re- 
ference to  the  remarks  recorded  by  Colonel  Wace  in  para- 
graphs 23  and  26  of  his  memo.,  the  Deputy  Commissioner 
should  consider  if  it  is  desirable  to  extend  the  system  of  fluc- 
tuating assessment  to  a  larger  flooded  area  in  the  Dahr  cir- 
cles of  the  Nuh  and  Firozpur  Tahsils. 

22.  The  settlement  is  sanctioned  subject  to  the  same 
'conditions  as  those  imposed  in  the  Bohtak,  Delhi  and  Kar- 
ndl  Districts,  and  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  in  the  orders  passed  upon  the  final  reports  of 
the  settlements  of  those  districts.  These  conditions  are  that 
the  full  revenue  of  insecure  tracts  shall  not  be  realised  in 
jrears  of  severe  or  long-continued  drought,  but  that  such  re- 
lief shall  be  given  by  way  of  suspensions,  and  when  neces- 
sary by  way  of  advances  for  the  purchase  of  bullocks,  &c., 
as  may  be  called  for  by  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  case 
when  carefuUv  studied  by  the  light  of  the  continuous  record 
of  agricultural  conditions  which  is  now  carefully  maintained. 
Keferring  to  seasons  of  severe  or  prolonged  drought  in  the 
case  of  the  Rohtak  District,  Sir  Robert  Egerton  recorded  the 
following  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  District  Officers  :— 
^'  In  such  seasons  suspensions  will  be  freely  given ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Distriot  Officer  to  bear  this  in  mind  and  to 
submit  prompt  proposals  for  the  suspension  of  the  demand 
when  its  immediate  realisation  would  entail  hardship  on  the 
people  afflicted  with  failure  of  crops.  The  point  which  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  desires  to  impress  upon  the  local  officers 
is  that  they  should  observe  with  vigilance  the  working  of  the 
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assessments  of  the  anirrigated  lands  in  all  seasons  of  scanty 
rainfall.  It  is  meant  that  relief  shall  be  afforded  whenever 
it  is  required ;  and  the  responsibility  of  bringing  material 
facts  to  notice  rests  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner/'  It  is 
impossible,  Sir  James  Lyall  thinks,  to  read  Mr.  Wilson's  Re- 
port and  not  feel  that  the  necessity  for  a  general  revision  of 
the  original  assessment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ghanning  for  the 
Gurgaon  District  would  probably  never  have  arisen  but  for 
the  neglect  of  these  principles.  It  is  equally  impossible  in 
His  Honor's  opinion  to  believe  that  any  adequate  assessment 
could  ever  be  devised  for  the  insecure  tracts  of  this  district 
^hich  could  be  safely  realised  without  suspensions  in  years 
of  severe  and  long-continued  drought.  This  opinion  was 
recorded  by  Sir  James  Lyall  six  years  ago,  and  all  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  read  in  the  present  correspondence 
tends  to  strongly  confirm  that  view.  The  variations  in  the 
rainfall,  and  especially  in  the  seasonableness  of  the  rains  ;  the 
consequent  fluctuations  in  the  area  sown  and  the  still  greater 
fluctuations  in  the  area  harvested  ;  the  liability  of  the  people 
to  terrible  losses  of  cattle  in  years  of  drought ;  the  great  mor- 
tality from  fever  which  is  apt  to  follow  upon  abnormal  sea- 
sons ;  and  the  character  of  the  population  most  liable  to  suffer 
from  the  effects  of  such  seasons, — all  these  circumstances  con- 
stitute a  marked  condition  of  things  which  demands  special 
and  exceptional  treatment.  In  the  past,  when  the  record  of 
each  estate  was  not  fully  maintained  during  the  currency  of 
the  settlement,  the  task  imposed  upon  the  District  Officer  of 
adjusting  the  realisation  of  the  revenue  to  the  circumstances 
of  wholly  abnormal  seasons  would  have  been  a  very  difficult 
operation,  if  not  an  impossible  one ;  but  with  the  carefully 
maintained  continuous  record  of  the  present  day  this  will 
no  longer  be  the  case.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  this  subject  at  further  length 
in  the  present  review.  It  has  already  been  fully  noticed  in 
the  orders  upon  the  Rohtak,  Delhi  and  Karnil  settlements, 
and  will  be  specially  considered  in  the  Circular  which  is  about 
to  issue  for  the  guidance  of  District  Officers  in  granting  sus- 
pensions and  recommending  remissions  of  the  land  revenue. 
The  subject  of  the  classification  of  areas  into  secure  and  in- 
secure will  also  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  Circular,  and  it 
is  sufficient  to  not-e  here  that  the  insecure  area  in  Qurgaon  is 
proportionately  far  larger  than  in  Karndl  or  Delhi;  and  ac« 
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tually  much  larger  than  in  Bohtak,  though  about  as  large 
proportionately.  Eflfbrts  should  be  steadily  continued  to  in- 
crease the  protected  area  of  the  district  by  the  grant  of  ad- 
vances for  sinking  wells  ;  and  it  must  never  be  forgotten  how 
important  the  assistance  which  can  be  rendered  to  the  people 
by  the  grant  of  advances  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  may  prove, 
•as  exemplified  by  the  facts  recorded  by  Mr.  Wilson.  On 
•both  the  above  points  the  Lieutenant-Governor  fully  concurs 
with  the  views  expressed  by  Colonel  Wace  in  paragraph  6  of 
his  memorandum.  The  recovery  of  advances  made  in  the 
Gurgaon  District  appears  to  have  been  very  satisfactory  on 
the  whole,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  sums  advanced 
will  be  fully  recovered  in  the  long  run. 

23.  It  is  necessary  perhaps  to  add  a  word  of  warning 
against  the  possibility  of  a  sympathetic  revenue  administration 
of  the  district  falling  into  a  weak  administration.  As  pointed 
out  by  Colonel  Wace  in  paragraph  23  of  his  memorandum,  the 
Gurgaon  District  as  a  whole,  and  the  tract  inhabited  by  the 
Meos  in  particular,  requires  a  very  firm  hand  for  its  successful 
revenue  management.  In  abnormally  unfavourable  seasons 
too  much  care  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the  anxious  consider, 
ation  of  the  amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  properly  realised 
and  the  amount  of  suspensions  which  may  be  properly  granted. 
But  when  once  this  question  has  been  carefully  decided,  a 
«teady  adherence  to  the  decision  formed  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  and  the  Local  Government  will  look  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Division  to  see  that  this  policy  is  understood  and  followed 
just  as  strictly  as  the  policy  of  suspensions  on  account  of 
prolonged  or  severe  drought.  A  weak  revenue  administration 
may  easily  prove  a  greater  curse  than  an  unsympathetic  one 
in  a  country  so  circumstanced  as  the  Gurgaon  District,  and 
in  the  long  run  may  cause  more  permanent  harm  than  the 
unfortunate  course  which  was  adopted  in  1877-78 — 1881-82. 

24.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  feels  that  the  picture  of 
the  revenue  administration  of  the  Gurgaon  District  presented 
in  the  reports  under  consideration  and  in  the  present  review 
is  not  altogether  one  that  can  be  viewed  with  entire  satisfac- 
tion. That  the  circumstances  of  the  case  w^re,  however,  no 
ordinary  ones  may  be  proved  independently  hj  a  reference  to 
the  state  of  things  in  the  adjoining  States  of  Bdjpdtdna  during 
1877—1881.    The  Political  Agent  of  Bahrtpur,  writing  of  the 
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year  1877-78  in  liis  annual  report,  states  that  whole  villages 

iwere  deserted  by  their  panic-stricken  inhabitants.     The  great 

idea  of  the  fugitives  was  to  save  their  cattle,  but  many  of 

thenti,  it  was  said,  returned  to  their  homes  with  only  the  rags 

that  covered  them.     The  losses  of  revenue  in  that  year  were 

pat  at  8  lakhs  of  rupees.     In  the  following  year  the  autumn 

crops  were  much  below  the  average,  but  in  1879-80  were  fully 

up  to  average.     In  1880-81  three-eighths  of  the  crop  of  the 

State  were   lost,  and   the  census  showed  that  since  1867  the 

State  had  **  lost  by  famine  emigration  and  other  causes  about 

14  per  cent,  of  its  population.  '^     In  1883-84  the  autumn  crops 

failed   almost  entirely  and   the  spring  crops  very   largely. 

Considerable  advances  were  made  to  the  people  to  enable  them 

to  dig  kacha  wells  and  buy   cattle,    and  this    ''  did  much  to 

relieve  general  distress  and  to  prevent  the  people  from  quitting 

the  territory.     In  some  places,  however,  the  people  did  leave 

in  considerable  numbers,"  and  the  cattle  suffered  greatly  from 

the  effects  of  the  scanty  rainfall.     In  the  same  year  nearly  14 

lakhs  of  rupees  of  arrears  of  revenue  were  remitted.    Many 

of  the  arrears,  however,  were  of  very  old  standing. 

In  the  Al war  State  the  record  of  the  crisis  is  even  more 
gloomy.  In  1877-78  it  was  stated  oflBcially  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  almost  total  failure  of  autumn  crop  numbers 
of  human  beings  had  perished  from  starvation  and  a  great 
percentage  of  cattle  had  died  from  lack  of  fodder.  In  the 
report  of  the  following  year  the  Political  Agent  wrote  that  the 
total  number  of  persons  who  had  left  their  villages  between 
1st  July  1877  and  Slst  December  1878  was  44,000,  of  whom 
9,000  only  were  known  to  have  retraced  their  steps,  and 
Major  Law  hazarded  a  guess  that  Al  war  might  be  said  '*  to 
have  lost  hardly  less  than  a  tenth  of  her  population  "  during 
the  20  months  preceding.  ^'I  do  not  think,'"  he  added, 
writiog  of  a  recent  tour,  ''  one  came  across  a  single  village 
that  from  its  many  roofless  houses  and  tumbling  walls  did  not 
^peak  too  plainly  of  t«he  decimation  of  the  rural  population  ; 
while  the  many  unworked  wells,  the  small  area  of  irrigated 
land,  and  the  worn  look  of  the  animals  in  harness  told  how 
^eat  had  been  the  loss  of  cattle.  The  people  seemed  much 
depressed,  and  it  will  take  a  good  deal  of  time  to  set  them  on 
their  legs  again."  In  1879-80  it  was  reported  from  Alwar  that 
the  autumn  crop  had  **  suffered  generally  from  want  of  weeding 
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and  watching  and  also  from  delay  in  reaping,  all  due  to 
the  uncommonly  wide  prevalence  of  fever  at  that  season,  so 
that  the  outturn  though  promising  during  the  earlier  months 
of  rain  to  be  a  bumper  one  was,  it  is  conjectured,  barely  up  to 
the  average/'  In  that  year  only  Rr.  16,08,000  were  collected 
out  of  a  land  revenue  assessment  of  19,86,000  rupees.  In  the 
following  year  it  was  noted  that  the  autumn  harvest  had  been 
very  poor  on  the  whole,  and  that  the  eastern  half  of  the  State 
was  still  suffering  from  the  drought  of  1877.  The  census 
enumeration  showed  that  the  population  had  fallen  from 
779,000  to  672,000  »ouls,  or  by  nearly  1 4  per  cent.  The  rains 
of  1881-82  fell  so  inopportunely  that  the  autumn  crop  was 
much  below  the  average,  and  in  consequence  a  falling-off  of 
Rs.  1,47,000  occurred  under  the  head  of  land  revenue.  The 
rabi,  however,  was  fair.  In  1882-83  seven  lakhs  of  arrears 
of  revenue  were' remitted  on  the  birth  of  a  son  to  the  Mahd- 
rAja.  In  1883-84  the  autumn  crop  was  much  injured  by  the 
break  in  the  rains.  Pulses  failed  entirely,  jowdr  and  bj&jra 
failed  for  the  most  part,  and  only  the  cotton  crop  on  irrigated 
lands  was  a  good  one.  Rupees  1,24,000  were  advanced  to 
cultivators  for  the  construction  of  wells  and  purchase  of 
bullocks. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Jaipur  is  perhaps  rather  leas 
dark.  In  1877-78  the  kharff  crop  was  almost  totally  lost 
except  in  artificially  irrigated  tracts.  Not  a  blade  of  grass 
was  produced ;  30  per  cent,  of  the  cattle  were  said  to  have 
perished,  and  the  price  of  wheat  rose  to  8  seers  per  rupee.  In 
the  following  year  wheat  again  rose  to  8^  seers  per  rupee,  and 
another  famine  was  barely  avoided.  In  1879-HO  the  autumn 
crop  was  good,  but  "  unfortunately  the  great  prevalence  of 
fever  throughout  the  districts  in  the  previous  autumn  had  so 
told  on  the  energies  of  the  cultivating  classes  that  considerably 
less  than  the  usual  extent  of  land  was  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion ;  while  the  return  of  the  visitation  in  a  still  more  malig- 
nant form  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  under  report  material^ 
interfered  with  the  reaping  of  the  harvest.*'  In  1880-81  the 
autumn  harvest  was  about  60  per  cent,  and  the  spring  harvest 
about  75  per  cent,  of  an  average  harvest,  but  the  loss  of 
cattle  from  various  causes  was  very  great.  The  loss  of  popula- 
tion in  Jaipur  is  not  stated,  the  census  of  1881  being  the  first 
that  was  taken  in  the  State.    During  the  next  two  years  the 
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crops  were  not  much  below  average,  but  in  1883-84  the  rains 
were  again  unfavorable^  grass  failed,  and  at  one  time  famine 
seemed  imminent.  The  rain-land  crops  suffered  badly,  and 
the  irrigated  crops  were  pulled  through  with  difficulty  in  the 
autamn,  and  much  the  same  result  occurred  with  the  spring 
crops. 

Comment  on  these  facts  is  not  needed.  They  show  that 
it  is  at  least  conceivable  that  things  might  have  been  worse 
in  the  Gurgaon  District  than  they  actually  were,  and  that  the 
physical  causes  to  which  the  agricultural  calamities  were  due 
were  widely  spread  in  the  tract  forming  and  surrounding  the 
north-eastern  corner  of  R^jptitdna. 

25.     The  record  of  rights  prepared  in  Gurgaon  basin 
the  course  of  subsequent  proceedings  come  under  close  obser- 
vation and  has  been  found  correct  and  good.     The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  therefore  pleased  to  sanction  it.      The    mapping 
work  is  praised  by  the    Financial  Commissioner  and  obtained 
commendation  from  the  Revenue  Survey  Department.     In  the 
distribution  of  the  revenue  over  individual  holdings  about  half 
the  villages  elected  to  pay  upon  assumed  fractional  shares  and 
about  half  of  them  to  pay  according  to  the  areas  held  by  each 
proprietor.     In  the  latter  class  of  villages  about  one-third 
chose  differential  soil  rates,  while  the  rest  were  content  with 
an  uniform  rate  upon    all   kinds  of  land.     The   Settlement 
Officer  does  not  appear  to  have  made  known  to  the  people  how 
he  had  rated   their  various  soils  in  his  own  calculations,  and 
therefore  in  the  majority  of  instances  they   framed  new  and 
independent  soil  rates  for  themselves.     It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  in  what  proportion  they  usually  valued  the  bhur 
soil  which  has  given  rise  to  so  much  discussion.     The  plan  of 
distributing  revenue  by  an  uniform  rate  was  afterwards  found 
to  work  unequally  in  the  case  of  mortgages,  as  the  mortgagee 
usually  likes  the  best  fields  in  a  holding,  and  if  he  pays  a  share 
of  the  revenue  proportioned  only  to  the  area  of  the  land  he  has 
taken,  without  regard  to  its  quality,  he  is  relatively  too  lightly 
assessed,    while  an  undue  burthen  is  thrown  upon  the  debtor, 
who  is  left  with  the  inferior  fields  on  his  hands.     But  in  only 
forty  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  a  radical  change 
in  the  system  of  distribution.    The  instalments  of  revenue  are 
four  in  number,  and  as  now  revised  are  due  on  the  15th  May 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     32     ) 

and  15tb  June  for  the  rabi  season,  and  the  15th  December  and 
15th  January  for  the  kharif.  The  postponement  of  the  kharff 
dates  is  hereby  sanctioned. 

26-  Of  the  Patwdris  an  ufavounrbale  opinion  was 
expressed  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  the  early  part  of 
1882  when  commencing  the  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
villages.  He  found  many  of  the  older  men  incompetent  and 
others  very  lazy.  But  these  defects  having  thus  been  brought" 
to  light  adequate  measures  were  no  doubt  taken  by  Messrs. 
Roberts  and  Wilson  to  remedy  them.  The  improved  system 
of  village  statistics  should  be  kept  up  with  especial  care  in  this 
district,  many  parts  of  which  will  always  require  close  watching 
and  can  hardly  be  expected  to  escape  the  recurrence  of  very 
critical  times,  or  the  efiects  of  such  times  unless  a  most  careful 
agricultural  record  of  each  estate  is  steadily  maintained. 

The  cesses  amount  to  19f  per  cent,  of  the  Government 
revenue.  The  PatwArfs'  cess  is  fixed  at  4  per  cent.,  which  is 
rather  less  than  usual. 

Zaild^rs  were  appointed  at  the  time  of  Settlement* 
They  are  64  in  number  and  receive  on  the  average  nearly 
Ks.  200  each  annually.  The  district  contains  few  leading 
families,  and  the  zailddrs,  though  many  of  them  were  persons  of 
no  great  influence,  should,  if  well  managed,  afford  useful  aid  to 
the  district  officials.  Chief  headmen  were  appointed  in  villages 
having  three  or  more  headmen.  These,  like  the  zaildars, 
receive  an  allowance  of  I  per  cent,  on  the  land  revenue,  which 
is  paid  by  deduction  from  the  sum  due  to  Qovernment. 

27.  The  manufacture  of  salt  is  an  important  feature 
of  the  Gurgaon  District.  It  used  to  be  carried  on  both  at 
Nuh  and  at  Farukhnagar,  but  the  branch  at  Nuh  has  been 
closed  as  unprofitable.  The  salt  works  at  Farukhnagar  form 
a  source  of  land  revenue  as  well  as  of  excise  receipts.  The 
Begam  Samru,  when  in  possession  of  this  locality  as  j&girddr, 
used  to  take  a  share  of  the  salt  produced.  This  right  was 
retained  by  the  British  Government,  but  the  share  was  conver- 
ted into  a  maundage  charge,  which  has  been  fixed  at  rates 
varying  with  the  fiscal  history  of  the  various  villages  in  which 
it  is  raised,  as  described  in  paiagraph  305  of  the  Settlement 
Beport.    A  part  of  the  income  from  this  charge,   which  is 
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known  as  the  Hdkimi  Cess^  is  paid  by  Government  to  those 
persons  who  have  proprietary  rights  in  the  land  occupied  by 
the  salt  pans, 

28.  The  increase  in  rents  noticed  at  page  99  of 
Mr.  Wilson's  report  in  the  villages  of  the  Skinner  estate  to 
•which  irrigation  has  been  extended  from  the  Agra  Canal  is 
very  naticeable.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  now  under 
consideration  a  scheme  for  the  periodical  reconsideration  of 
water-rate  charges  in  the  Punjab  with  the  object  of  securing 
to  Government  a  fair  share  in  the  rise  of  rents  due  to  irriga- 
tion from  Government  canals. 

29.  Mr.  Channing's  Report  was  prepared  under  diffi- 
culty in  consequeuce  of  his  transfer  from  the  district  to  other 
duties  before  he  had  finished  his  work.  His  village  note-books 
were  also    written  up  at  such   times  as  he  could  spare  from 
other  severe  duties.     Neither  are  therefore  so  complete  as  he 
would   have  wished  to  make  them.     The  Report,  however, 
contains   a  full   account   of  the   assessments  and  of  the  fiscal 
and  general  topography  and  history  of  the  district,  of  its  pro- 
duce, also  of  various  miscellaneous  matters.  It  would,  however, 
as  noted  by  the  Financial  Commissioner,  have  been  improved 
by  a   fuller  description   of  the  tenures  of  the  district,  of  the 
organization  of  the  villages,   and  the   life  of  the  people.     It 
contains  no  general  statement  of  the  cultivated  area  either  at 
the  time  of  previous  settlement  or  at  the  time  of  new  measure- 
ments, and  for  statistics  on  this  point  it  has  been  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  statement   appended  to  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner's Review.     Nor  is  there  anjTvhere  a  general  view  of  the 
assessments  of  the  two  settlements    as  a  whole,  and   the 
Lieutenant-Governor  cannot  think  that  a  detailed  treatment 
of  tahsils  and   assessment  circles  is  a  satisfactory   form   to 
adopt  for  the  Final  Eeport  of  a  Settlement.     Separate  orders 
in  this  respect  have,  however,  been  issued   by  Sir  Charles 
i^itchiBon,  in  the  letter  of  the  Punjab  Government,  No.  128, 
dated  23rd  June  1885.     Seeing  how  large  a  proportion  of  the 
land  pays  rents  in  cash,  a  closer  examination  of  the  rates  of 
such  rents  and  of  any  incidental  practices  or  customs  prevailing 
between   landlords  and  tenants 'would  have  been  of  special 
interest  in  the  present  Report.   The  cost  of  the  Settlement 
was  5   lakhs  of  rupees  which  was  covered  by  the  additional 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    84    ) 

revenue  collected  before  the  revision  operations.  The  revision 
cost  only  Rs.  15,500.  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
gladly  concurs  with  the  Financial  Commissioner  in  acknow- 
ledging Mr.  Channing's  work  to  have  been  careful,  conscien- 
tious and  deserving  of  commendation,  and  is  very  unwilling 
that  blame  should  be  attributed  to  him  on  account  of  events 
for  which  he  is  not  responsible. 

30.  Mr.  Wilson  performed  a  somewhat  diflScult  task 
with  thoroughness  and  industry,  and  he  has  rendered  a  very 
complete  report  of  his  work.  Sir  James  Lyall  again  coocurs 
with  Colonel  Wace  in  thinking  that  Mr.  Wilson's  services  in 
this  connection  merit  the  special  recognition  of  the  Punjab 
Government.  Mr.  Kobei*ts'  administration  of  the  district 
throughout  the  critical  years  has  been  uniformly  creditable, 
and  }ns  local  knowledge  has  always  made  his  opinion  valuable. 
Mr.  Maconachie,  who  was  for  a  time  in  charge  of  the  Settle- 
ment, assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  report  and  subsequent^- 
ly  has  worked  with  much  zeal  as  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
district,  especially  in  promoting  irrigation  works.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  notices  with  regret  the  death  of  Munshi 
Adjadhia  Pershdd  brought  on  by  exposure  undergone  in  the 
course  of  his  duty  in  Gurgaon.  He  is  pleased  to  notice  the 
favorable  remarks^  recorded  by  the  Settlement  Officers  and 
by  the  Financial  Commissioner  on  the  services  of  Mf r  Altdf 
Husain,  Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer.  His  Honor 
also  observes  that  the  work  of  the  Superintendents  of  Settle- 
ment has  in  general  been  commended.  To  Colonel- Wace  the 
.Lieutenant-Governor  is  greatly  obliged  for  the  pains  he  has 
taken  in  examining  the  resources  and  prospects  oi  this  district 
and  in  summing  up  the  results  of  the  reports  and  correspon- 
dence extending  over  many  years.  The  statistics  tabulated 
by  the  Finaoci^  Commissioner  have  been  of  much  assistance 
to  His  Honor  in  reviewing  the  assessment  work  of  the  Settle- 
ment, and  will  doubtleas  be  of  the  greatest  value  to 
Mr.  Maconachie  in  reconsidering  during  the  present  year  the 
assessment  of  the  villages  to  which  temporary  remissions 
were  granted. 


#OaD£R.— Ordered,  that  the  above  Review  be  pub- 
lished and  forwarded  to  the  Financial  Commissioner  of  the 
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Punjab  for  information  and  gnidanoe,  and  to  Mr.  F.  0. 
Channingy  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  T.  Bioberts  and  Mr.  B. 
Maconachie  for  information ; 

Also  that  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Government  of  India 
in  the  Dejiartment  of  Bioyenae  and  Agricultare  for  sanction 
to  the  proposed  assessment  for  30  years  with  effect  from  the 
aatuma  of  1878  A.  D.  as  recommended  in  paragraph  21. 


Punjab  GoYernmeDi  Prerw,  Lthow— 104-89— 350. 
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REPORT 
ON   THE   SETTLEMENT' 

OF  THE 

GURGAON    DISTRICT. 


No.  d65|  dated  Lahore,  aoth  April  1886. 

From — J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Offg.  Senior  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  Pnnjab, 
To — The  Offg.  Junior  Secretary  to  Government,  Punjab. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  to  submit,  for  the 
orders  of  GoTemment,  the  reports  by  Messrs.  Channing  and  Wilson 
on  the  operations  connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  Gurgaon  dis- 
trict which  commenced  in  1872  and  were  completed  in  1883.  The 
settlement  proper  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Channing  and  Maconachie 
was  practically  completed  in  1879,  and  the  Settlement  Report  was 
submitted  in  the  usual  form  by  Mr.  Channing  in  1881 ;  but  owing  to 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  district  and  the  doubts  which  prevailed 
as  to  whether  in  its  crippled  condition  it  would  be  able  to  pay  the 
assessment  originally  fixed,  the  report  had  not  come  under  review 
before  Mr.  Wilson  was  sent,  in  the  end  of  1882,  to  revise  the  assess- 
ment and  propose  measures  of  relief.  His  report  on  the  revision 
operations  was  submitted  in  August  1833,  and  was  forwarded  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Delhi  in  his  No.  2881,  dated  16th  November  1883, 
together  with  a  brief  review  of  both  reports  (herewith  submitted) . 
The  measures  of  relief  proposed  had  been  practically  approved  by 
Government  and  carried  into  effect,  and  no  further  action  was  urgent- 
ly required  ;  so  that  some  time  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  before  for- 
warding the  reports  to  Government.  The  Financial  Commissioner 
has  now  been  able  to  visit  the  district  and  to  inquire  into  the  effects 
of  the  measures  adopted.  His  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the 
assessment  and  his  remarks  on  the  more  important  questions  which 
have  come  under  discussion  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  appended 
memorandum,  and  this  letter  will  be  for  the  most  part  confined  to 
merely  formal  matters. 
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2.  The  district  of  Gurgaon  lies  in  the  extreme  soath-east  of  the 
Panjab  Province,  and  by  position,  character  and  history  belongs  rather 
to  Hindustan  proper  than  to  the  Punjab.  Its  proximity  to  Delhi,  and 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  under  British  rule  since  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  have  had  a  great  effect  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  people ; 
and  it  has  more  in  common  with  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the 
North- West  Provinces,  drained  by  the  Jumna,  than  with  the  sub- 
Himalavan  or  riverain  tracts  of  the  Punjab  proper.  Its  area  is  little 
short  of  2,000  square  miles,  of  which  more  than  three-fourths  are 
under  cultivation,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  remainder  is 
occupied  by  stony  unculturable  hills.  These  hills  which  are  a  striking 
feature  of  the  district,  and  powerfully  affect  its  soil  and  drainage,  are 
a  continuation  of  the  Aravalli  chain,  which  passing  through  this 
district  in  a  direction  from  S.  S.  W.  to  N.  N.  E.  end  on  the 
bank  of  the  Jumna  in  the  famous  ridge  of  Delhi.  Between  these 
hills  and  the  Jumna  lies  a  broad  level  plain  of  almost  uniform  good  loam, 
part  of  the  great  Bangar  tract  which  stretches  along  the  west  side  of 
the  Jumna  from  Umballa  through  E[amal,  Delhi,  Gurgaon,  Mathra  and 
Bhartpur.  Towards  the  river  this  plain  is  fringed  by  a  narrow  strip 
of  alluvial  land  locally  known  as  the  khadir,  and  towards  the  hills  it 
sinks  into  a  shallow  depression  of  clayey  soil  called  the  dahr,  into  which 
drains  the  rainfall  of  the  surrounding  higher  ground.  West  of  the 
hills  the  ground  Is  more  uneven,  rocky  knolls  or  sandy  hillocks  often 
rising  above  the  plain,  while  the  soil,  even  of  the  level  parts,  is  much 
lighter  than  that  of  the  Bangar.  The  torrents  which  in  the  rainy 
season  pour  down  from  the  hills  and  spread  over  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try on  their  way  to  the  depressions  about  Nuh  and  Najafgarh 
affect  greatly  the  character  of  the  soil  and  its  produce.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  control  their  force  by  erecting  embankments  at 
various  places  along  the  hills  and  round  the  depressions,  and  notwith- 
standing the  breaching  of  some  of  these  embankments  in  seasons  of 
excessive  rain,  they  have  been  of  great  use  in  extending  the  area  and 
duration  of  the  benefits  derivable  from  these  torrents  and  limiting  their 
destructive  force.  A  beginning  has  also  been  made  by  the  District 
Board  to  control  them  still  nearer  their  source  by  covering  the  now 
barren  hills  with  the  vegetation  which  is  said  to  have  clothed  them 
in  former  times  ;  and  the  importance  of  these   conservancy  measures, 

on  which  the   Commissioner  has  dwelt  with  so 

CommiKrioiier'Bpara.  28.     much  force,   is   now  generally  acknowledged. 

The  rainfall  on   which   the   greater  part  of  the   cultivation   directly 

depends  averages  about  25  inches,  but  is   exceedingly  variable  in 

character,  and  well  irrigation,  which  covers'more  than  a  tenth  of  the 

cultivated  area  and  gives  an  eighth  of  the 
Report,  sections  11  and  12.  ^^j  assessment,  is  of  great  importance,  espe- 
cially in  the  west  of  the  district.  Still  more  important  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  agriculture  is  the  Agra  canal,  which  now  irrigates  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  Bangar  plain  in  the  east  of  the  district. 
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3-     The  political  history  of  the  district  has  been  summarised  by 

T>      ^  #^v         TT  n         *^®  Commissioner  and  need  not  be  further 

»^tt«SSiSr"ti8°°"    mentioned  here.     Chapter  lU  of  the  report 

gives  an  interesting  account  of  the   people, 
their  condition  and  character.     More  recent  information  on  the  subject 
. .  founded  on  the  census  of  1881  will  be  found 

Eevuaon,  para.  6.  j^^  ^j^^   Gazetteer  of  the   district.     The  total 

population  which  in  1868  was  for  the  present  area  of  the  district, 
689,034,  was  found  to  have  fallen  off  in  1881  to  641,848,  a  decrease  of 
7  per  cent.  This  loss  is  due  partly  to  the  emigration  caused  by  the 
ran  of  bad  seasons  which  began  in  1877,  partly  perhaps  to  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  births,  but  chiefly  to  the  fever  epidemic  of  1878 
and  1879,  during  which  two  years  more  than  1,00,000  persons,  or 
one-seventh  of  the  total  population  died.  Nearly  one-third  of  the  people 
of  the  district  are  nominally  Muhammadans,  the  remaining  two-thirds 
are  classed  as  Hindus.  The  most  important  tribe  in  the  district  are 
the  Meos,  who  number  nearly  a  sixth  of  the  total  population  and  own 
the  land  of  387  of  the  1,264  villages,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  south  of 
the  district  being  in  their  hands.  They  are  thriftless  and  extravagant, 
and  though  sometimes  displaying  considerable  industry,  are  easily 
dejected  and  prove  to  yield  to  adverse  circumstances.  They  are  not 
now  given  to   serious  crime,  but  are  clannish  and  inclined  to  be 

turbulent,  or  would  be  so,  but  for  a  certain 
mM^e'S^!'i6.'  ^«'^*  ^*  stamina  which  characterises  them  indi- 

vidually.  It  is  this  tribe  which  has  suffered 
most  from  the  misfortunes  which  have  befallen  the  district.  The 
other  two  most  important  tribes  are  those  of  the  Jats  and  Ahirs,  each 
of  which  comprises  one-tenth  of  the  total  population.  The  Jats  own 
181  villages,  chiefly  in  the  Bangar  tract  to  the  east,  which  is  now 
irrigated  by  the  Agra  canal,  and  the  Ahirs  own  218  villages  in 
the  west  of  the  district.  Both  tribes  are  industrious  and  thrifty ;  the 
Ahirs  especially  being  laborious  cultivators  who  have,  by  keeping 
up  constant  irrigation  from  numerous  wells,  managed  to  prosper 
on  a  poor  soil  under  a  comparatively  heavy  assessment.  Taking  the 
district  as  a  whole,  the  character  of  the  cultivation  stands  comparison 

with  the  rest  of  the  Province,  and  the  figures 
^Commi«iioiier'8para8.i6    ^-^^^  ^^  ^^^  Commissioner  show  that   the 

people  are  wonderfully  free  from  crime  and 
averse  to  civil  litigation. 

4.     For  his  statistics  of  the  produce  of  the   district  the  Settle- 
Cha       IV  ment  Ofl&cer  had  to  guide  him  the  returns  of 

^  *^     *  only  one  year,  viz.,  the  year  of  measurement. 

The  careful  record  now  made  of  the  crops  of  each  harvest  has,  how- 
ever, shown  that  the  area  under  different  crops  varies  greatly  from 
year  to  year,  and  has  at  the  same  time  made  available  more  reliable 
statistics.  The  following  table  shows  the  area  sown  for  each  crop  on 
an  average  for  the  last  three  years  ending  with  the  kharif  harvest 
of  1886  :— 
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Khabif  hakyest. 

Crop. 

Babi  habtist. 

Crop. 

Average 
area 
sown 
(thous- 
ands of 
acres). 

Per  cent. 

on  total 
area 
sown. 

Average 
area  sown 
(thous- 
ands of 
acres). 

Per  cent. 

on  total 
area 
sown. 

Bajra 

Bajra  with  pulses     

Jawar 

Moth,  Mung  and  other  pulses 

Jowar  (pulse) 

TiUoiUseed). 

Cotton            

Indigo            

Other  orops 

157 

89 

112 

97 

33 

4 

73 

7 

11 

17 
10 
13 
11 
3 

"'  8 
1 
1 

Barley     • 

Gram 

Wheat      

Bailey,  wheat  and 

gram  mixed    ... 
Mustard  and    tara 

(oil-seeds) 
Others      

108 
78 
43 

86 

6 

7 

823 

11 
9 
6 

9 

1 
1 

Total  Kharif 

588 

64 

Total  Rabi'    ... 

36 

Total  of  both  harvests 

906,000 

acres. 

The  kharif  area  is  nearly  double  that  sown  for  the  rabi,  and  38 
per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  is  sown  with  bajra  and  autumn 
pulses  which  are,  as  a  rule,  sown  only  on  poor  soils,  and  are  cultivated 
chiefly  in  the  sandy  tracts  of  Gurgaon  and  Bewari  tahsils  in  the 
west  of  the  district.  Jawar  occupies  IS  per  cent,  of  the  area,  and  is 
sown  chiefly  on  the  good  loam  of  the  Bangar  plain  in  tahsils  Palwal, 
Perozpur  and  Nuh,  where  also  is  chiefly  grown  the  cotton  crop  which 
occupies  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  area.  The  area  under  indigo  and 
sugarcane  on  the  land  irrigated  by  the  Agra  canal  is  gradually  in- 
creasing, but  is  still  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  cultiva- 
tion. In  the  rabi  harvest  only  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  is  sown 
with  wheat  on  the  lands  irrigated  by  the  Agra  canal,  or  by  wells,  or 
subject  to  flooding  from  the  hill  drainage.  Gram,  which  covers  9  per 
cent,  of  the  area,  is  grown  chiefly  on  the  good  loam  of  the  Bangar, 
and  barley,  which  occupies  11  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivation,  is  found 
in  the  Bangar  as  a  rain  crop,  but  principally  on  the  light  soils  of 
tahsils  Gurgaon  and  Bewari,  irrigated  by  wells.  Oil-seeds  are  little 
cultivated  in  this  district,  and  altogether  occupy  less  than  2  per  cent, 
of  the  total  cultivated  area.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  how  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  total  cultivation  consists  of  inferior  crops — ^such  as 
bajra  and  barley,  and  how  small  an  area  is  sown  with  the  more  valu- 
able ci-ops — such  as  cotton,  indigo  and  wheat.   Very  little  of  the  land  is 

o      ^      ^.     o*,  resrulariy  manured,  and  the  asrriculture  is  so 

Report)  section  87.  •       i     xl   i.  -i.   jr        -  r.  t  a  i.- 

simple  that  it  furnishes  no  scope  for  rotation 
of  crops. 
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5.    The  fiscal  history  of  the  different  parts  of  the   district  is 
i>  -..«*  nx.         xrrr  giveii    in  dotail    in  the  extracts  from  the 

Report,  Chapter  VII.  Assessment  Reports,  but  it  wUl  help  towards 

a  clearer  comprehension  of  the  condition  of  the  different  tracts  of 
which  it  is  composed  and  of  the  different  treatment  they  have  re- 
ceived in  the  recent  settlement,  if  a  general  yiew  be  taken  of  the 
operations  of  the  regular  settlement  of  1838-1842  which  remained 
in  force  up  to  1877.  This  is  rendered  especially  instructiye  by  the 
similarity  of  the  circumstances  then  prevalent  to  those  of  the  period 
just  ending.  In  1838,  as  in  1877,  the  introduction  of  a  new  assess- 
ment was  simultaneous  with  the  commencement  of  a  cycle  of  bad 
seasons  ;  the  new  assessment  was  found  too  heavy  to  be  realised  in 
the  years  of  distress,  and  relief  was  granted  in  the  form  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  revenue.  In  1842,  however,  the  reductions  were  granted  for 
the  term  of  settlement,  and  in  1883  the  relief  took  the  form  of  re- 
mission of  the  current  demand,  and  of  temporary  reductions,  rather 
than  of  reductions  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

6.  In  1836  the  last  of  the  important  resumptions  took  place, 
and  since  that  year  there  has  been  comparatively  little  change  in  the 
boundary  or  total  area  of  the  district,  though  the  internal  changes 
of  pargana  and  tahsil  boundaries  have  been  numerous.  Up  to  1836 
the  different  parganas  had  been  subjected  to  summary  assessments 
on  resumption,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  and  generally 
speaking  the  assessments  had  been  exceedingly  high,  so  that,  al- 
though the  collections  averaged  only  93  per  cent,  of  the  demand  for 
the  whole  district,  and  in  some  parganas  were  considerably  less,  the 
general  condition  of  the  district  was  one  of  great  impoverishment, 
and  the  resources  of  the  people  were  exhausted.  In  Palwal  "  their 
cattle  and  stock  had  been  sold  to  pay  the 
BeSrtfS'  ^^^^^""^^  revenue,  and  in  Rewari  the  funds  of  the 
^^        '  capitalist  had   been   too  often  swallowed   up 

Mr.  Lawrence's   Settle-     by  the  demands  of  the  Collector."    Indeed,  it 
ment  Bflport,  1838.  jg  evident  that  some  parts  of  the  district  had 

greatly  deteriorated  under  British  management  since  their  resump- 
tion ;  owing  probably  to  the  circumstances  that  our  officers  enforced 
a  revenue  demand  pitched  at  the  standard  prevailing  under  native 
administration  without  those  relaxations  durmg  bad  seasons  which 
are  commonly  allowed  by  native  rulers.  In  1837  a  regular  settle- 
ment of  the  district  was  commenced  under  Regulation  IX.  of  1833, 
and  in  that  and  the  following  year  almost  the  whole  of  the  district 
came  under  settlement,  with  the  exception  of  the  present  Nuh  tahsil, 
the  general  result  being  a  small  reduction  of  the  previous  assess- 
ment. But  just  as  happened  forty  years  later,  the  introduction  of 
the  new  assessment  was  accompanied  by  a  failure  of  crops,  and  the 
famine  year,  1837-38,  was  followed  by  several  bad  years  in  succession. 
Writing  in  the  end  of  1842,  Mr.  Barnes  says   that  since   the   memor- 

Sctttement  Eeport,  1W3.    »^1«  ^r^??^*  "^  1837-38  there  had  been  no 
one  good  season  to  enable  the  agriculturist 
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to  repair  the  ruin  entailed  upon  him  by  the  past.  The  new  assess- 
ments broke  down  entirely  in  the  south-east  of  the  district^  and  had 
to  be  revised.  In  1841,  Mr.  M.  Gubbins  revised  his  own  assessment 
of  Perozpur  and  Pumbana  made  three  years  before,  reducing  it  by 
about  20  per  cent,  for  the  term  of  settlement,  and  remitting  all  out- 
standing balances.  About  the  same  time  Mr.  Barnes  revised  the 
assessment  of  parganas  Palwal  and  Taoru  made  by  Mr.  Lawrence  in 
1837  and  1888,  granting  here  also  reductions  of  about  20  per  cent. 
Mr.  Barnes  also  assessed  at  similar  rates  the  remainder  of  what  is 
now  the  Nuh  tahsil.  The  Rewari  and  Gurgaon  tahsils  had  not 
suffered  so  much  from  the  bad  seasons  as  had  the  south-east 
of  the  district,  and  Mr.  Lawrence's  original  assessments  of  those  tahsils 
were  allowed  to  stand. 

7.  The  changes  which  have  taken  p  lace  in  the  assessment  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  district  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
statement  (thousands  of  rupees). 


Assess- 

Assess- 

Final as- 

Assess- 

Assess- 

Final as- 

Tahsil. 

ment  be- 

ment about 

sessment 

ment  be- 

ment of 

sessment 

fore  1837. 

1840. 

of  1842. 

fore  1877. 

1877. 

of  1889. 

Palwal 

284 

248 

217 

215 

285 

279 

Firozpur 

320 

251 

209 

208 

239 

226 

Nuh 

299 

299 

219 

211 

260 

241 

Gurgaon 

189 

207 

207 

196 

217 

210 

Bewari 

270 

270 

268 

272 

277 

271 

Total 

1,362 

1,275 

1,114 

1,103 

1,278 

1,227 

Under  the  summary  settlements  the  district  was  assessed  at 
nearly  14  lakhs  of  rupees,  and  the  operations  of  the  first  regular 
Settlement  would  have  left  the  assessment  at  about  12f  lakhs,  but 
the  reductions  given  by  Mr.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Gubbins  brought  it 
down  to  nearly  1 1  lakhs  for  the  term  of  settlement.  Mr.  Channing, 
again,  in  1877,  raised  the  assessment  to  12f  lakhs,  and  in  1883  this 
was  again  reduced  to  about  11  lakhs  for  seven  years  and  to  12J  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  of  settlement.  The  history  of  the  district 
has  thus  been  repeated  with  curious  exactness.  Indeed  the  langu- 
age used  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1842,  in  describing  the  failure  of  harvests, 
the  impoverished  condition  of  the  people,  and  the  consequent  reduc- 
tion of  assessment,  is  almost  exactly  the  same  as  that  employed  by 
Mr.  Wilson  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  district  in  1883. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  assessment  of  the  Rewari  tahsil  has 
remained  at  almost  the  same  figure  all  through,  and  in  tahsil  Gur- 
gaon the  changes  have  not  been  great.  In  the  other  three  tahsils 
the  reductions  granted  in  1842  were  very  large,  and  the  increases 
taken  in  1877  were  correspondingly  high.  This  difference  of  treat- 
ment was  also  partly  due  to  the  different  rates  of  increase  of  cultiva- 
tion shown  in  the  following  table  :--j 
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Tahsil. 

Redaction  of 

assessment 

in  1842— per 

cent. 

Increase  of 

caltiration 

and  fallow 

since  1842— 

per  cent. 

Increase  of 

assessment 

in  1877— per 

cent. 

Incidxnce  of  AanSSMINT 

FOB  CULTrTTED  ACBI. 

In  1842. 

In  1877. 

Palwal 

Firozpnr 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

Bewari 

Total 

24 
87 
27 
10 

18 

44 
40 
30 
13 
23 

29 

83 
14 
22 
11 
2 

16 

E.A. 

1  10 

2  1 
1    7 
1    5 
1    9 

1    8 

B.A. 
1    6 
1    7 
1    4 
1    3 
1    4 

1    5 

In  1849  Mr.   Fraser  reported  that  the  demand  fixed  in  1842, 

o^  x->x-   1  T>     -i.  thouffh  somewhat  unequal  in  different  parts  of 

Statistical  Beport.  .,      j •  j.  •   i.  J.^S^      i.   i         •     x  j 

the  district,  was  on  the  whole  a  just  one  and 

such  as  the  people,  except  under  circumstances  of  extraordinary  and 
continued  calamity,  ought  easily  to  pay.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
loss  to  Government  from  the  reduction  of  assessment  was  not  so  great 
as  might  at  first  sight  be  thought,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  previous 
demand  had  generally  to  be  remitted  while  the  people  paid  the 
reduced  demand  in  full  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness.  Mr.  Chan- 
ning's  remarks  on  the  fiscal  history  and  circumstances  of  the  different 
tahsils  show  that  from  1861  to  1877  the  assessment  of  1842  worked 
easily  throughout  almost  the  whole  district ;  the  balances  were  in- 
significant, the  people  prospered,  and  population,  cultivation  and 
irrigation  increased  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

8.    The  settlement  of  1842  having  expired,  the  district   was 

again  placed  under  settlement  in  the  begin- 

Chapter  V.  ^^^^  ^f  jgyg.    With   the  exception    of    88 

villages  confiscated  after  the  mutiny  from  the  Jhajjar,  Farrakhnagar 

and  Ballabgarh  states,  and  now  brought  under 
dated  wSi'jnne  187k  regular  settlement  for  the    first  time,   the 

settlement  was  a  resettlement  throughout  the 
whole  district.  It  was  at  first  placed  under  Mr.  Wood  as  Settlement 
officer  of  the  Delhi  Division,  with  Mr.  O'Brien  as  Assistant  Settlement 
officer.  In  March  1873,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Channing, 
who,  in  December  1875,  was  made  full-powered  Settlement  officer. 
Mr.  Channing  completed  the  measurements  and  the  assessment  of  the 
whole  district,  and  in  the  end  of  1877  made  over  charge  of  tlie  settle- 
ment to  Mr.  Maconachie,  who,  with  Mr.  Wilson  as  his  Assistant, 
completed  the  record  and  remaining  settlement  operations  in  the 
end  of  1879.  The  new  assessments  had  come  into  force  in  the  autumn 
of  1877,  and  simultaneously  began  a  series  of  bad  seasons  which 
.  .       nu    *     T  brought  the  district  to   great  distress  and 

Bension,  Chapter  I.         ^^^^  ^^^  realization  of  the  revenue  difficult. 

Suspensions  and  some  remissions  were  granted,  but  still  the  distress 
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15,  continued^  and  after  a  tour  in  the  district  in 
the  beginning  of  1882  the  Financial  Com- 
missioner (Mr.  Lyall)  found  it  necessary  to  issue  orders  for  some 
reduction  of  the  assessment.  In  the  end  of  that  year  Mr.  Wilson 
was  deputed  to  assist  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  revising  the 
assessment  of  the  distressed  villages,  and  by  August  1883  the  work 
was  complete.  Its  results  and  the  grounds  for  the  action  taken  are 
fully  stated  in  the  Revision  Report  and  discussed  in  the  Financial 
Commissioner's  memorandum  appended  to  this  letter. 

9.  The  history  of  the  district  since  1883  will  appear  from  the 
following  paragraphs  written  in  the  form  of  a  continuation  of  the 
account  given  in  Mr.  Wilson's  Revision  Report. 


Rainfall.     Revigioni  sec- 
tion 2. 


Annual  rainfall  at  each  tdhsil  (in  inches). 


Tear. 

Qnrgaon. 

Rewari. 

Palwal. 

Nuh. 

Firozpur. 

1883-84 
1884-86 
188S.86 

16-8 
31-2 
39-4 

10-5 
191 
45-4 

8-2 
30-4 
30-4 

14-4 
27-6 
48-8 

21-7 
361 
321 

Generally  speaking  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  much 
below  average  in  1883-84,  considerably  above  average  in  1884-85, 
and  excessively  high  in  1865-86. 


Kharif,  1883. 


Natnre  of  seasons, 
vision— section  3. 


Re- 


■The  early  rains  were  favourable  and  the  area 
sown  was  about  up  to  the  average,  but  prac- 
tically no  rain  fell  throughout  the  district  in 
August,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  was 
destroyed.  The  total  outturn  was  estimated  by  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner as  between  one-third  and  one-fourth  of  an  average  yield. 

Bain,  1884. — The  rains  of  1883  ceased  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  and  the  hill  streams  never  came  down  in  full  flood,  so 
that  hardly  any  crops  were  sown  on  unirrigated  land,  and  the  area 
sown  on  ordinarily  flooded  lands  was  much  below  the  average.  The 
wells  were  used  to  the  utmost,  and  a  very  large  area  in  the  east  of 
the  district  was  irrigated  from  the  Agra  canal,  but  there  was  hardly 
any  produce  on  unirrigated  lands,  and  the  total  outturn  was  estimated 
as  about  half  an  average  crop. 

Kharif,  1884. — ^The  rainfall  was  good  and  generally  opportune, 
and  the  crop  throughout  the  district  was  fair.  The  wonderful 
change  in  ihe  appearance  of  the  country  was  enough  to  put  fresh 
heart  into  the  people. 
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Babi,  1885. — ^The  winter  rains  were  good  and  the  crop  was  a  fine 
one  generally  for  the  whole  district ;  the  yield  was  decidedly  above 
ayerage. 

Kharif,  1886. — The  season  was  phenomenal.  Rain  fell  early  and 
at  short  intervals  daring  May  and  June ;  July  and  August  brought 
the  heaviest  rainfall  the  district  has  had  since  1875,  and  then  the 
rains  suddenly  ceased.  The  consequence  was  that  what  was  expected 
to  be  a  bumper  harvest  was  in  great  measure  either  ruined  by  inunda- 
tion  or  withered  by  the  subsequent  dry,  strong  west  wind.  The 
general  result  of  the  harvest  was  only  moderate. 

Babij  1886. — The  winter  rains  were  early  and  continued  at  most 
opportune  intervals.  The  spring  harvest  at  present  seems  likely  to 
be  the  best  seen  for  several  years,  and  the  barley  crops  are  Mready 
in'  cut.    The  general  harvest  is  probably  1^  as  good  as  an  average  one. 


Ehabip. 

Bjlbi. 

TlAB. 

•• 

Nature  of 
harvest. 

Surplus  or 
deficiency. 

Nature  of 
harvest. 

Surplus  or 
defienoy. 

1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 

Poor. 
Fair. 
Fair. 

-I 

0 

Poor. 
Good. 
Very  good. 

+  1 

+  i 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  cycle  of  bad  years  continued  up  to  1884, 
and  that  of  the  fourteen  harvests,  from  1877  to  1884,  no  fewer  than 
eleven  were  below  the  average  in  outturn.  The  four  good  harvests 
vouchsafed  to  the  district  since  1884  have,  however,  done  much  to 
restore  its  prosperity. 

In  the  autumn  of  1883  the  outturn  of  fodder  was  very  poor,  and 
Condition  of  catfcle.  Bevi-    &B  the  winter  rains  failed  the  people  were  in 
non,  Bootion  6.  the  beginning  of  1884  very  hard  pressed  in- 

deed for  fodder,  and  had  to  feed  their  inferior  cattle  on  the  leaves  of 
trees.  There  were  few  deaths  from  starvation,  but  the  condition  of 
the  cattle  was  very  critical  until  the  rains  of  1884  brought  plenty  of 
grass  and  straw.  Fodder  was  very  cheap  in  the  end  of  1884,  and 
since  then  there  has  been  no  scarcity  of  food  for  the  cattle  which 
have  been  fairly  well  nourished. 

Fopnlatton.      BoTision, 
section  6. 


Tear. 

No.  of  deaths 
reported. 

Death-rate  per  thoTisand 
per  aatnun. 

1883 

1884 

1885 

15,249 
20,063 
26.481 

24 
31 
41 
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The  dry  year,  1883,  was  a  very  healthly  one ;  1884  was  somewhat 
unhealthy,  and  last  year,  owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  and  conse- 
quent fever,  the  death-rate  was  again  very  high.  It  is  improbable 
that  the  district  can  yet  have  made  any  great  progress  in  recovering 
from  the  great  loss  of  population  disclosed  by  the  census  of  1881, 
though  it  is  reported  that  most  of  the  emigrants  have  returned  to 
their  homes. 


The  area  cultivated  has  been  returned  as  follows  in  the  Revenue 
CnltiTEtiou.    Berision,    Report  for  the  Financial  year  (in  thousands  of 
acres)  :— - 


Motion  7. 


T«ar, 

Babi. 

Kharif. 

Total. 

1883-84 

1884-86 

1885-86 

274 
284 
414 

534 
651 
630 

808 

935 

1.044 

The  real  state  of  things  will,  however,  be  better  seen  from  the 
corrected  figures  given  by  the  agricultural  year  (in  thousands  of 
acres) : — 


Agriooltoral 
y«ar. 

Actnallj 

sown  in 

kharif. 

Actually 

sown  in 

rabi. 

Total  of 
year. 

Dednotfor 
dofasli. 

Area  actual- 
ly under  onl- 
tivation  dur- 
ing year. 

1877 

AreaenUre 

dinsettlem 

ent  records 

as  eoltivat 

ed.    9,81 

1881-82 

tit 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

8,96 

1882-83 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 

••• 

•  •• 

8,75 

1883-84 

511 

265 

776 

49 

7,27 

1884-85 

691 

380 

1,071 

147 

9,24 

1885-86 

630 

400* 

1,080 

1,00» 

9,30 

^EBtimAtas  only. 

It  appears  from  these  figures  that  the  area  sown  in  the  dry  year, 
1888-84,  was  much  smaller  than  for  any  of  the  previous  six  years ; 
but  that  in  each  of  the  two  last  years  of  favourable  rainfall  the  crops 
sown  amounted  to  over  a  million  acres  for  the  two  harvests,  and 
even  after  deducting  for  the  area  twice  cropped  in  the  year,  the 
total  area  under  cultivation  is  found  to  be  within  6  per  cent,  of  the 
area  entered  in  the  settlement  records  as  cultivated.    The  extent  to 
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which  each  tahsil  participated  in  this  reooTery  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  statement  : — 


ASKA  IK  THOUSIKDS  OF  ACBJES. 

i4 

ActiMlly  cultivated^  counting 

"SS 

Returned 

dofasli  only  once. 

g'^ 

Tahsil. 

at  settle- 

II 

ment  as 

^ 

g? 

3 

So 

cultiva- 

p-t 

c3i 

CO 

•^ 

ted. 

8g 

qS 

§g 

* 

^? 

i-H 

^           i-i 

^^ 

g'-d 

d 

p 

c 

e 

(M 

h-l 

»-H 

HH 

HH 

Palwal 

204 

189 

191 

128 

194 

5 

Firospur 

165 

149 

150 

140 

155 

6 

Nuh 

2M 

184 

186 

129 

188 

8 

(Hurgaon 

185 

168 

157 

159 

181 

2 

Bewari 

223 

206 

191 

171 

206 

8 

Total 

981 

896 

875 

727 

924 

6 

The  recovery  of  1884-85  is  spread  over  all  five  tahsils,  bnt  is 
most  marked  in  tahsils  Gnrgaon  and  Bewari,  where  a  large  area 
of  inferior  sandy  soil,  which  had  gone  out  of  cultivation  in  the  dry 
years,  has  again  been  brought  under  the  plough. 

The  statement  in  the  revision  report  may  be 
continued  as  follows : — 


Imgation  £rom  wells. 
HeTimon  sectionfl,  8,  43. 


Tahail. 

Area  actually  irrigated  from 
weUt,  courUiitg  dofasli  *nly  owe. 

In  1883.84. 

In  1884-85. 

Pftlwal       

FiroBpnr    ... 

Nnh           

Gnrgaon    ... 
B«wari 

13,066 
13,633 
11,717 
20,808 
39,825 

14,124 

3,523 

3,223 

18,380 

37,441 

Total 

98,969 

76,791 

In  both  years  there  was  a  clo/o^Zt  area  on  wells  of  17,000  acres. 
In  the  drjr  year,  1888-84,  the  peasants  worked  their  wells  to  tiie 
utmost,  bemg  in  many  cases  enabled  to  do  so  only  by  the  help  of  the 
bullocks  purchased  with  the  liberal  advances  made  in  the  previous 
year.  In  the  rabi  of  1884  alone  nearly  a  lakb  of  acres  were  irrigat- 
ed &om  wells,  or  almost  the  whole  area  (105,849  acres),  estimated  by 
Mr.  Channing  as  irrigable  and  assessed  at  chahi  rates.    The  area  so 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    12    ) 

« 

estiitnated  was  actually  exceeded  in  tahsils  Firozpur,  Nuh  and 
Gurgaon^  and  almost  equalled  in  Rewari ;  the  permanent  falling  ofE  of 
well  irrigation  in  tahsil  Palwal  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  great  extension 
of  canal  irrigation. 

From  a  statement  given  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  his  annual 
Beyenue  Report^  it  appears  that^  from  1877  to  March  1885^  advances 
were  made  amounting  to  Bs.  1^03^140  for  the  construction  of  544 
new  wells,  of  which  253  had  been  completed,  and  169  were  under 
construction  in  March  1885.  Since  that  date  Rs.  25,000  more  have 
been  advanced  for  the  construction  of  nearly  a  hundred  more  wells. 
The  long  series  of  dry  years  had  led  to  a  general  sinking  of  the  under- 
ground water-level  and  diminution  of  the  supply  of  water  in  the  wells  ; 
but  the  recent  heavy  rains  have  brought  the  level  up  again,  and  gen- 
erally throughout  the  district  the  water-supply  for  irrigation  has 
again  become  much  more  plentiful.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  dams  {bands)  which  have  recently  been  con- 
structed or  repaired  in  several  parts  of  the  district  by  the  District 
Board. 

There  has  been  a  great  extension  of  irriga- 
tion from  the  canal,  as  appears  from  the 
following  figures : — 


Irrigation     from    Agra 
caaal. 

Revision,  seotion  9. 


Tear. 


1882-83 
1883.84 
1884-85 


Abia  ibrigated. 


Kharif. 


16,212 
27,016 
28,534 


Babi. 


34,704 
60,364 
44,883 


Total. 


50,916 
87,380 
73,417 


Of  the  73,417  acres  irrigated  last  year  some  20,000  acres  were  irriga- 
ted in  both  harvests,  so  that  the  whole  area  receiving  water  was 
about  53,000  acres.  This  area  is  distributed  approximately  as 
folio  ?vs  : — 


Tahsil. 

No.  of  vil- 
lages receiv- 
ing irrigation. 

Area  irrigat- 
ed in  1884-85 
(acres). 

Percentag  e 
on  total  cnlti- 
vated  area  of 
tahsil. 

Palwal 

Firoapnr    ... 

Nuh           

112 
17 

28 

41,000 
4,000 
8,000 

20 
2 
5 

Total 

157 

63,000 

•  •• 
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The  great  increase  of  irrigation  is  due  chiefly  to  the  construction  of 
seyeral  new  distributaries  which  were  fully  taken  advantaffe  of  by 
the  people  in  the  dry  year  1883-84.  Tahsil  Palwal,  through  which 
the  main  canal  passes^  has  now  one-fifth  of  its  total  cultivated  area 
under  canal  irrigation. 

Sales  of  land.   Bevision,  The  statistics  of  sales  since  1883-84  are 

section  10,  as  follows  : — 


IkSTBUHEKTS  of  81I.K  OF  AORICULTURIL 
LAND  BEOISTKBED  DURING  THB  TEAR. 

=: 

Area  of  land  sold 
during  the  year 

Tear. 

No. 

Aggregate  value 

(thousands  of 

rupees). 

accor£iig  to  the 
Beyenue  Report 
(acres).     . 

1883-84 
1884-86 

161 
181 

113 
83 

2,840 
3,976 

Kaitgageaofland.  Bevi- 
sion,  section  11. 


And  those  of  mortgages 


are— 


Year. 

Martgagei  relating  to  agru 
cultural  land  according  to 
the  Begistration  returns. 

Mortgages  according  to  the 
annual  Beventie  Reports. 

No.  of  deeds 
of  mortgage. 

Aggregate 
valae  in  thou- 
sands of 
rupees. 

Area  mort- 
gaged. 

Area  redeem- 
ed from 
mortgage. 

1883-84 
1884.85 

628 
665 

166 
141 

4,517 
3,386 

2,740 
2,108 

Apparently  during  these  two  years,  which  include  two  fair  and 
two  poor  harvests,  sales  and  mortgages  of  land  have  somewhat 
increased,  but  there  has  also  been  a  considerable  area  redeemed  from 
mortgage.  The  total  area  now  under  mortgage  may  be  stated  as 
follows : — 


Arta  in  acres. 

Tear. 

Mortgaged  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Bedeemed  during 
the  year. 

Under  mortgage 

at  the  close  of 

the  year. 

1883-84 
1884-85 

4,517 
3,386 

2,740 
2,108 

1,21,230 
1,22,608 
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Golleofciont.        Revision, 
section  14. 


The  collections  have  been  as  follows : — 


Demand. 

ColleetionB. 

P^re^ntage  on  th4 
annual  demand  of 

Tear. 

For  the 
year. 

Onacoonnt 
years. 

Total  col- 
lections. 

Collec- 
tions f  er 
the  year. 

Total  ool. 
lections. 

1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 

10,85,769 
10,85,405 
10,85,661 

9,51,494 

9,78,166 

10,80,896 

62,622 
67,990 
86,131 

10,14,116 
10,41,155 
11,66,526 

88 
90 
99 

93 

96 

107 

Balances* 
tion  14. 


AJmost  the  whole  demand  of  the  past 
ReyisioB,  sec-    year  has  been  realised,  and  considerable  pro- 
gress made  in  recoyering  the    balances  of 
previous  years. 


Balancei. 

Bemi$$ion§, 

Year. 

Of  the  year 
nnder 
report. 

Of  former 
years. 

Total 
balances. 

Peroentage 

on  demand 

for  year. 

Total 
remissions. 

on  the  de- 
mand for 
the  year. 

1888-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 

1,34,275 

1,12,240 

5,266 

2,01,762 
2,66,018 
2,91,963 

8,86,037 
3,78,253 
2,97,229 

81 
85 
27 

562 
2,034 
1,525 

••• 

The  total  balances  have  thus  been  reduced  to  Rs.  2,97,229^ 
of  which  sum  Rs.  2,14,720  have  been  recommended  for  remission, 
including  ihe  Bs.  2,14,623  recommended  by  Mr.  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Wilson  for  remission  (Revision,  section  25),  and  may  be  con- 
sidered nominal.  Of  the  remaining  Rs.  82,509,  Rs.  76,610 
have  been  formally  suspended,  and  the  remainder  is  in  train  of 
liquidation.  It  is  probable  that  the  present  bumper  rabi  harvest 
will  enable  the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  collect  almost  the  whole  of 
these  recoverable  balances,  including  the  amount  under  suspension, 
and  that  by  August  next,  if  the  remissions  recommended  be  granted, 
there  will  be  practically  no  balance  against  the  district.  Including 
the  takkavi  figures,  the  accounts  stands  as  follows  : — 


Collections. 

Advances 
made  dur- 
ing the 
year. 

Net  collec- 
tions from 
the  land. 

of  net  col- 

Iao^^ioti  An 

Year. 

On  account 
of  land 
revenue. 

On  account 
of  takkavi 
advances. 

Total  col- 
lections. 

the  land 

revenue 

demand  of 

the  year 

1883-84 
1884-85 
188586 

10,14,116 
10,41,155 
11,66,526 

12,181 
81,808 
64,896 

10,26,297 
10,72,458 
12,81,422 

93,027 
29,070 
27,680 

9,33,270 
10,48,888 
12,03,742 

86 

96 

110 
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The  net  collections  after  deducting  takkayi  adrances  were  in 
Tftk^Ti.    BeTiaon,  860-    1883-84  considerably  below  the  annual  de* 
***^  ^-  mand  for  land  revenue,  but  during  the  past 

year  10  per  cent,  above  it.  Yet  owing  to  the  reduction  of  assessment 
the  actual  amount  of  the  net  collections  is  less  than  it  was  in  the  years 
1878  to  1882. 


The 
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O 
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M 

I 


state  of  the  takkayi  accounts  is  as  follows 
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The  accounts  for  the  year  now  ending  are  not  yet  complete,  but 
in  round  numbers  it  may  be  said  that  during  the  last  four  years 
takkayi  advances  have  been  made  amounting  to  Bs.  2,93^000,  of 
which  Rs.  92,000  were  for  wells  and  Rs.  2,01,000  for  bullocks ; 
the  collections  have  amounted  to  Rs.  96,700  principal  and  Rs. 
22,000  interest,  or  about  one-third  of  the  advances  ;  of  the  takkavi 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  1884-85,  tn«.,  principal,  Rs.  2,66,271  and 
interest,  Rs.  51,711.     The  amounts  overdue  were  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  adrance. 

Principal 
overdue. 

Interest 
orerdue. 

Total 
overdue. 

AgricTiltTiTal  improrement     ... 

Seed-grain        

Bnllockg           

2,334 

33 

3.603 

710 

8 

680 

3,044 

41 

4s283 

6,970 

1,398 

7;368 

That  is,  only  2  per  cent,  of  the  total  outstandings  were  overdue. 
At  the  end  of  the  current  year  the  total  outstanding  principal  will 
have  been  reduced  to  Rs.  2,30,000,  of  which  not  more  than 
Bs.  3,600  are  overdue.  The  progress  made  in  the  recovery  of 
these  large  advances  is  therefore  satisfactory. 

Prioes.  Beriflion,  section  The  following  prices  have  prevailed  at 

M-  Rewari,  the  chief  market  town  of  the  district — 

(seers  per  rupee). 


Average 

Produce. 

price  for  the 

five  vears, 

1877-82. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

Wheat       

17 

19 

20 

23 

Gbam        

20 

25 

30 

34 

Barley       

23 

27 

27 

SO 

Cotton,  uncleaned 

9 

9 

10 

9 

Jawar 

23 

23 

27 

26 

Bajra        

23 

21 

31 

30 

Moth         

22 

23 

27 

27 

The  fall  in  price  which  took  place  in  1883  and  1884  was  perhaps 
due  in  part  to  the  opening  of  the  Rewari-Ferozpore  Railway  which 
threw  upon  the  market  at  Rewari  great  stores  of  grain  nrom  the 
country  near  Sirsa,  and  the  good  harvests  of  the  last  two  years  have 
had  the  effect  of  keeping  prices  almost  as  low  as  they  were  before 
1877*  Still  in  no  case  has  the  price  fallen  below  the  average  assumed 
by  Mr.  Channing  in  making  his  produce  estimate. 
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CiiakJiiiiKot]a.BeTi8ion,  The  realisations    from  the  area  under 

fiectjon  62.  fluctuating  assessment    on  the    Kotla  Jhil 

have  been — 

Agricultural  year.  Land  revenue  realized. 

1882-83  ...  ...        Rs.        1,773 

1883-84  ...  ...         „  8,091 

1884-85  ...  ...         „  3,036 

This  year  it  will  be  almost  nothing,  as  nearly  the  whole  area  is 
submerged. 

^fi*^^^  JT"^  Beviaion,  The  realisations  from  fluctuating  assess- 

Mofcioa  63.  ment  on  the  Najafgarh  jhil  have  been — 

Agricultural  year.  Land  revenue  realized. 

Rs. 

1882-83  ...  ...  4,937 

1883-84  ...  ...  5,046 

1884-85  ...  ...  318 

Here  also  almost  the  whole  area  is  submerged  this  year. 

Thus  the  agricultural  year  1883-84  was  a  year  of  poor  harvests 
greatly  aided  by  the  extension  of  irrigation 
Summary.  from   the  Agra   canal    and  from  the  wells, 

which  were  used  by  the  people  to  the  utmost ;  but  there  was  no 
further  loss  of  cattle,  and  the  revenue  was  collected  with  lenienoy. 
The  peasants  were  thus  in  a  position  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
two  good  years  that  followed  and  to  bring  again  under  cultivation  a 
large  area  that  had  remained  unsown  for  some  years.  The  takkavi 
advances  are  being  repaid  with  sufficient  punctuality,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  after  the  present  bumper  harvest  almost  all  the  arrears 
of  land  revenue  and  advances  will  be  cleared  off.  The  fatal  fever 
season  of  last  year  has  retarded  the  recovery  of  population,  but  most 
of  the  emigrants  have  returned  to  their  homes,  and  the  villages  are 
beginning  to  wear  a  more  cheerful  appearance.  The  district  is  now 
at  last,  after  its  long  period  of  disaster,  showing  signs  of  a  recovery 
of  its  former  prosperity.  To  fully  establish  this  recovery  (except  in 
the  villages  now  protected  by  the  Agra  canal),  one  or  two  good 
years  are  still  needed ;  and  till  then  anxiety  as  to  its  condition  should 
not  be  dismissed. 

10,    The  Settlement  record  was  drawn  up  on  the  old  system  and 

is  in  some  respects  more  elaborate  than  under 

Eeport,  gbapter  VI.  ^j^^  system  followed  in  more  recent  settlemantfl, 
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but  the  raperience  of  the  la&t  seren  years  has  shown  that  it  is  as  a 
record  of  rights  good  and  reliable^  and  the  Financial  Commissioner 
has  no  hesitation  in  recommending  it  for  the  sanction  of  Goyem- 
ment. 

11.    The  statistics  regarding  tenures  given  in  the  report  are 

'    V     ^     ^-     fio  ^®^  meagre  and  are  supplemented  by  the 

Report,  flection  89.  appended    statements    showing   the  tenures. 

returned  in  1883-84.     Broadly  speakings  Gurgaon  is  a  district  of 

peasant  proprietors.    The  Meo  and  Jat  country  in  the  south-east  of 

.  the  district  is  held  by  village  brotherhoods,  in 

Beviflion,  Beotion  11.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^ong  standing  and  consisting  of 

numerous  individuals  connected  by  ties  of  blood,  each  owning  the 
land  he  cultivates.  These  bh^achara  communities  are  a  charsbc- 
teristic  feature  of  this  part  of  ]!ndia,  and  have  been  fully  described 
in  the  Settlement  Reports  of  Karnal,  Rohtak  and  Delhi.  The  villages 
in  the  west  of  the  district'  are  generally  smaller  and  owned  by  smaller 
bodies  of  proprietors,  but  here  also  the  owners  of  the  land  generally 
cultivate  part  of  their  holdings,  and  the  number  of  villages  owned 
by  non-cultivating,  non-resident  landlords  is  comparatively  very  few. 
The  number  of  proprietors  is  returned  at  79,887,  but  probably  this 
is  over-stated,  as  many  persons  owning  land  in  different  villages  have 

frobably  been  reckoned  twice  over.     At  the  census  of  1881,  of  the 
96,750  adult  males  whose    occupation  was  specified,  68,160  were 
returned  as  landowners,  and  it  may  be  said  that  nearly  one-third  of 
the  total  population  are  families  having  proprietory  rights  in  the 
.  land.     Two-thirds    of    the    area    under    the 

Eeport,  section  89.  plough  is  cultivated  by  the  owners  themselves, 

and  nearly  one-third  of  the  remainder,  or   about  one-ninth  of  the 
whole,  is  held  by  tenants  having  a    right  of  occupancy,  so   that 
only  about  a  fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area  is  held  by  tenants- 
at-will.    According  to  the  appended  statement  the  total  number  of 
tenant  holdings  is  73,893,  of  which  15,508  are  held  with  a  right  of 
occupancy  and  4,812  free  of  rent  j  but  toany 
Eeport,  sectionfl  114. 116.     ^f  ^^^^^  tenants  are  proprietors  of  other  lands 
in  the  same  or  neighbouring  villages,  and  the  number  of  adult  males 
who  are  simply  tenants  was  returned  at  the  census  of  1881  as  only 
42,654,  representing  about  one-fifth  of  the  total  population.      The 
recent  revision  of  settlement  has  had  a  marked 
Beport,  seotKMiB  112,  aio.     ^g^^^  j^^  emphasizing  the  distinction  between 
Bevirion  section  57.  proprietors    and    tenants,   the    latter    being 

'  deprived  of  the  peculiar  privilege  of  sharing 

in  ttie  profit  and  loss  of  the  contract  with  the  State  which  prevailed 
so  largely  during  the  previous  settlement,  and  having  their  rents 
raised  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  notwithstanding  the  diminution  of 
the  agricultural  population  in  recent  years.  It  is  interesting  to  find 
in  this  comparatively  advanced  district  the 
itoport,  aeotion  117.  survival  of  such  a  primitive  custom  as  that  of 

periodical  exchange  of  lands  among  cultivating  proprietors.    Another 
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peeolisr  ftrruigemeDt  is  mentioned  at  sootioa  308  ol  the  report. 
The  account  given  of  the  village  organisation  and  of  the  life  ot  the 
people  is  somewhat  meagre,  but  -may  be  supplemented  by  reference 
to  the  full  description  given  in  the  Kamal  Settlement  Report,  much 
of  which  applies  to  the  similar  communiti^  in  this  district.  The 
Code  of  Tribal  Custom  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilson  and  appended  to 
the  report  contains  a  great  deal  of  interesting  information  regarding 
the  ideas  and  habits  of  the  people,  and  will  be  found  useful  in  de^r* 
mining  disputes  regarding  their  mutual  rights. 

12.    Other  matters  discussed  in  Chapter  VIII  of  the  report 

reqnire  but  brief  notice.  The  rights  to  flood 
Beport,  aeotioM  801.808.  jj^gation  from  the  Landoha  torrent  are  com- 
plicated and  important,  and  constant  watchfulness  on  the  part  of 
the  district  authorities  will  be  required  to  prevent  loss  and  disputes. 

The  arrangements  regarding  the  hakimi  cess 
Baport,  aeoticm  80S.  ^^  g^|^  manufacture  have  already  been  sanc- 

tioned bv  Government.  Since  the  report  was  written  the  works  of 
the   Nun  circle  have  been    closed.        The  appointment    of  chief 

headmen  and  zaildars  has   introduced    new 

Beport,a6oUoDfl8l8,8U.    distinctions    and    strengtheped    the    district 

oi^anisation  by  adding  new  links  to  the  chain.       The  patwaris' 

circles  have  been  remodelled  and  their  pay 
B«peri,  Motion  816.  made    to    depend  on    their   personal    merit 

instead  of  on  the  revenue  of  their  respective  circles ;  the  reduction  of 
the  revenue  on  which  the  boss  is  levied  led  to  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  pay  sanctioned  at  settlement,  and  some  other  readjustments  have 
recently  been  made.  Though  not  yet  a  very  efficient  body  of  officials 
they  will  probably  be  able,  under  proper  supervision,  to  work  the  new 
rules  and  keep  up  to  date  the  record  of  agricultural  statistics,  which 
in  this  district  is  at  present  of  especial  importance.     The  village  note 

books  were  drawn  up  in  the  usual  form  and 
BeYinon,  aectiooB  64, 66.  ^^j.^  brought  up  to  date  for  some  900  villages 
by  Mr.  Wilson  in  1883,  and  the  new  rules  will  ensure  a  proper 
record  of  the  progress  of  the  different  villages  in  fature.  This 
progress  is  now  being  carefully  observed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  recent  experience  of  the  district  will  not  be  forgotten  when 
similar  troubles  recur,  as  they  are  almost  certain  to  do.  The  intro- 
dnotion  of  the  Agra  canal  has  rendered  secure  from  serious  scarcity 
the  greater  part  of  the  Palwal  tahsil  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
rest  of  the  Bangar  tract  in  tahsils  Nnh  and  Firozpur.  The  large 
proportion  of  wml  irrigation  in  the  Gargaon  and  Bewari  tahsils  and 
the  proximity  of  tiie  railway  render  them  also  comparatively  secure ; 
and  the  part  of  the  district  which  requires  most  careful  watching  is 
the  lowJying  tract  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  hills  in  tahsils  Nuh 
and  Firoospur,  which  in  &vourable  years  produces  excellent  crops, 
but  in  seasons  of  either  scanty  or  excessive  rainfall  gives  a  very  poor 
outturn^  and  where  the  peasantry  are  almost  entirely  thriftless  and 
spiritless  Meos. 
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18.     The  settlement  operations  proper  lasted  nearly  eight  years, 

and  including  the  revision  operations  the   district  was  practically 

.     010  under  settlement  from  1872  to  1883.      The 

Keporfc,  aection  819.  ^^^^  ^f  ^j^^  settlement  proper  was  9i  lakhs  of 

Eeyiaion,  section  68.  ^^Pf^^,    and   of   the   revision  operations,    Rs. 

15,500.       Of  this  sum  about  4^   lakhs  was 

expended  from  patwari  and  settlement  fees,  and  the  cost  to  Govern- 

moAt  was  about   5^  lakhs,  which  was  more  than  covered  by   the 

increased  realisations  due  to  the  enhancement 

EfiTiaion,  section  14.  ^f  ^^^  assessment  during  the  first  five  years 

of  the  settlement. 

14.  Of  the  officers  mentioned  by  Mr.  Maconachie,  Altaf  Hosain 

has  lately  been  doing  good  work  as  Revenue 
Eeport,  section  318.  Assistant  in  Kamal ;  Naubahar-uddin  is  dead ; 

and  Durga  Parshad  is  now  Revenue  Assistant  in  the  Ludhiana 
district.  The  others  were  transferred  to  the  Sirsa  settlement,  where 
they  for  the  most  part  maintained  the  character  here  given  them. 
The  Financial  Commissioner  regrets  that  Ajudhiaya  Parshad  who 
did  such  good  work  in  the  revision  operations 
Eevision,  section  67.  should    have  succumbed  to  the    exposure  it 

entailed,  and  he  thinks  this  a  fitting  opportunity  for  some  recognition 
by  Grovemment  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Roberts,  who  held  charge  of 
the  Q-urgaon  district  during  the  years  of  distress,  and  to  whom  there- 
fore it  fell  to  give  effect  in  the  first  instance  to  the  orders  which 
refused  relief  and  subsequently  to  those  which  granted  it. 

15.  In  conclusion,  I  am  to  solicit  the  formal  sanction  of  Govern- 

ment to  the  record  of    rights  drawn  up  at 
Revision,  section  69.  ^.j^jg   settlement    and   to   the   proceedings  in 

connection  with  the  assessment.  Sanction  will  be  necessary  to  the 
assessment  imposed  by  Mr.  Channing  from  kharif  1877  until  it  was 
revised  with  effect  from  kharif  1882.  The  assessment  as  then  per- 
manently reduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  should  be  formally  sanctioned  for 
the  remainder  of  the  80  years'  term  ending  with  rabi  1907,  also  the 
further  reduction  for  seven  years  ending  with  rabi  1889.  The 
balances  detailed  in  appendix  V  of  the  Revision  Report  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.  2,14,623  should  be  struck  off  as 
Eevision,  section  82.  irrecoverable.      The  change  of  instalments  in 

15  villages  also  requires  sanction.  The  Financial  Commissioner 
recommends  the  placing  under  fluctuating  assessment  of  the  two 
parts  of  villages  mentioned  in  section  62  and  the  reduction  of  the 
rates  there  proposed,  but  he  thinks  that  the  reduced  rates  should  be 
sanctioned  only  up  to  rabi  1889 ;  and  he 
Note,  section  86.  ^^^g  j^q^  recommend  the  change  in  the  rule 

for  remissions  in  case  of  submersion  advocated  by  Mr.  Wilson  in 
para  61  of  his  report.     No  other  matters  appear  to  require  special 

orders. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  WILSON, 
Offg.  Senior  Secy,  to  FinL  Oommr.,  Punjab. 
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NOTE  ON  THE  SETTLEMENT  OPERATIONS 

IX  THE 

GURGAON  DISTRICT. 

A.  D.  187S  to  1883. 

1.  The  last  of  the  papers  connected  with  this  settlement^  viz.,  the 
letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Delhi  forwarding  Mr.  Wilson's  revision 
report^  reached  this  office  in  November  1883.  I  am  myself  respon- 
sible for  only  part  of  the  delay  which  has  since  occurred  in  forward- 
ing the  final  report  for  the  orders  of  Government.  That  delay  has 
been  unavoidable  for  many  reasons,  which  are  well  known  to 
Government.  Moreover,  the  circumstances  which  followed  the  first 
annoiLncementof  the  new  assessments  in  1877  were  so  unfortunate  and 
calamitous,  that,  in  the  interests  both  of  the  aCTiculturists  and  of  the 
Government,  more  than  usual  care  was  called  for  in  forming  a  final 
opinion  on  the  settlement.  In  1883,  at  its  last  stage,  all  immediate 
wants  had  been  met  in  a  very  liberal  manner ;  and  with  the  return  of 
good  seasons  the  district  is  now  in  a  fair  way  to  recover  its  previous 
prosperity. 

2.  Leaving  matters  of  routine  to  be  disposed  of  in  my  Secretary's 
letter,  I  shall  confine  this  note  to  the  main  question,  viz.,  whether  the 
assessment  deals  fairly  with  the  respective  claims  of  the  Government 
and  the  agriculturists. 

3.  There  are  some  points  on  which  I  wish  to  touch  as  little 
as  possible.  The  settlement  operations  of  the  old  Delhi  Division 
were  organised  under  great  difficulties.  The  work  was  not  controlled 
by  the  Settlement  Comnussioner,  and  it  was  only  in  its  later  stages 
that  Colonel  Davies,  having  been  appointed  to  the  Delhi  Commissioner- 
ship,  was  able  to  supply  the  want  of  such  supervision.  The  district 
revenue  authorities  were  entirely  set  aside.  Mr.  Channing,  when 
appointed  to  the  charge  of  this  district  in  March  1873,  was  an  officer 
of  3  years'  standing,  absolutely  without  any  revenue  experience  or 
special  training.  And  his  native  subordinates  were  for  the  most  part 
gathered  from  Oudh  and  the  North- West  Provinces.  That,  under 
such  circumstances,  either  his  own  work  or  that  of  his  subordinates 
should  be  free  of  faults,  or  that  the  reasons  given  for  his  assessment 
of  individual  villages  should  be  always  free  from  error,  is  not  to  be 
expected.  But  whether  the  assessment  as  a  whole  was  right,  giving 
to  Government  an  increase  which,  with  reference  to  enhanced  prices 
and  extended  cultivation,  it  might  fairly  claim,  is  a  question  that  we 
may  now  treat  on  its  own  merits. 

4.  I  am  also  confident  that  no  one  will  carefully  read  the  7th 
chapter  of  Mr.  Channing's  final  report  without  being  most  favorably 
impressed.  The  State's  claims  on  the  ground  of  increased  prices  and 
increased  cultivation  are  moderately^  but  fully  stated.    They  are  on 
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no  occ48ioft  strained.  Aiid  on  the  other  hibtid  they  are  always  pat 
aside  and  reduced  when  the  other  circnmstances  of  a  tract,  so  far  as 
Mr.  Channing  understood  these  circumstances,  appeared  to  require 
this  course. 

5.  To  proceed  with  my  subject.  A  spur  of  the  Aravalli  moun- 
tains divides  the  Gurgaon  district  into  two  halves.  The  eastern  half 
includes  the  tahsils  of  Nuh,  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  and  consists  idainly 
of  a  broad  plain  of  level  fertile  loam  stretching  from  the  hills  to  the 
Jumna.  The  Landoha  valley  and  the  depressed  basin  round  Nuh,  both 
of  which  tracts  lie  at  the  immediate  base  of  the  dividing  range,  form  an 
exception  to  this  general  description,  and  their  characteristics  will  be 
separately  noticed  later  on.  The  western  half  of  the  district  includes 
the  tahsils  of  Gurgaon  and  Rewari,  and  is  for  the  most  part  a  plain  of 

good,  but  generally  sandy,  soil,  traversed  by 
drainage  channels,  that  with  one  exception 
derive  their  chief  supply  from  the  Baj- 
putana  territory  on  the  south,  and  discharge 
into  the  Najafgarh  jhil  on  the  north.  To  an  officer 
to  deal  with  tiie  richer  sub-Himalayan  tracts,  the 
character  of  the  agriculture  is  significantly  marked  by  the 
absence  of  wheat  cultivation,  except  on  land  adjacent  to  the  chief 
drainage  lines  and  basins  (jhils),  and  by  the  predominance  of  bajra 
and  barley.  Even  on  the  land  irrigated  by  wells,  barley,  not  wheat, 
is  the  usual  crop.  And  this  predominance  of  barley  and  bajra  is  not 
to  be  explained  by  the  character  of  the  soil,  but  by  the  character  of 
the  rainfall.  The  soil  is  exceUent,  but  the  rainfall  is  not  sufficient  for 
wheat  and  joar  j  though  in  Palwal  in  a  good  year  a  very  consider- 
able area  of  joar  is  grown. 

6,  The  character  of  the  rainfall  is  such  as  to  be  only  very 
BainfaU  and  itafaUurea.  imperfectly  expressed  by  inches  and  averages. 
Beporb,Beotiona7andl0.  The  district  is  outside  the  sub-Himalayan 
Beyision,  section  2.  region  where  the  circumstances  of  consecutive 

years  vary  little  above  and  below  the  average  necessary  to  its 
agriculture.  Even  the  total  figures  of  any  given  year  are  a  very 
imperfect  ffuide  to  its  restdts.  The  rabi  fall  ia  very  small,  thougn 
the  kharif  fall  is  fairly  large.     In  both  seasons  the  kharif  fall  would 

Average  datafitmUhed  hy  the  Meteoroiogical  appear  to   be  mUCh    the 

Department,  Qovemmewt  of  India.  same  as  that  of  Rohtak,^ 

but  inferior  to  that  of 
Delhi.  No  figures  that 
I  can  conveniently  quote 
will  fully  show  this.  But 
no  one  will  read  these 
reports  and  deny  that 
agrioultural  distress  is 
otherwise  than  fsreqiaent, 
being  oauded  usually  t>y 
successive  years  of  short 
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and  tmseasona'ble  rainf a11|  and  BometiMe8^«  as  in  1879^  by  excessiye 
falls  and  oooseqnent  Bickness.  One  of  the  strongest  of  the  impressions 
gatliafed  by  me  from  the  study  of  these  papers  is  that  we  ourselves 
and  our  prede^ssors  have  alike  exaggerated  the  effect  of  our  assess- 
ments and  of  the  reductions  thereof  on  the  prosperity  of  the  district. 
When  c^^colturbts  are  in  distress,  any  help,  whether  in  the  shape  of 
suspensions^  reductions^  or  takkavi,  is  valuable.  But  where  agriculture 
is  supported  by  so  uncertain  a  rainfall  as  that  of  Gurgaon^  no 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  State's  demand  will  obviate  the 
necessity  for  giving  large  suspensions  whenever  a  serious  failure  of 
the  rainfall  takes  place. 

Beading  Mr.  Ghanning's  accounts  of  what  occurred  in  many  parts 
e.  g,,  Palwal,  at  section    of  the  district  between  the  years  1887  and 
129  of  his  report.  1842,   as  also  in  previous  years,    it    wouli 

appear  as  if  successive  calamities  were  caused  by  high  assessments 
and  cured  by  their  reduction.  I  believe  this  inference  to  be  incorrect. 
The  assessments  of  1842  and  previous  years  were  higher  than  any  we 
now  make,  prices  were  lower,  and  our  collection  proceedings  were 
rigid ;  but  what  broke  the  agriculturists  down  was  a  succession  of  bad 
years,  and  what  restored  their  prosperity,  equally  in  those  days  and 
on  the  last  and  most  recent  occasion,  was  the  reoccurrence  of  good 
years.  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  will  be  remembered  when  trouble 
next  comes.  A  fair  view  should  be  taken  of  the  disitress ;  proportionate 
suspensions  should  be  promptly  given,  and  takkavi  advances  also  as 
required.  If  assessments  are  wrong,  alter  them  by  all  means ;  but 
the  main  difficulty  is  due,  not  to  the  assessments,  but  to  the  seasons, 
and  will  pass  away  when  they  improve. 

7.    I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the  reporting  officers  in  mu^h 
Trices,  detail  into  the  question  of  prices.    It  is  un« 

Report,  section  92.  deniable  that  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist 

Bevimon,  section  52.  jg  jjj   tj^jg  respect  enormously  improved  as 

compared  with  the  state  of  affairs  which  prevailed  before  A.  D.  1860. 
Produce  sells  now  at  a  much  higher  value  j  there  are  greatly  improved 
&eflities  of  export,  and  it  is  therefore  easier  to  sell,  and  it  is  probable 
that  even  the  inferior  grains  and  pulses  can  be  and  are  sold  in  the 
market  to  %  very  much  larger  exteijLt  than  was  the  case  formerly. 
Moreover  fluctuations  of  prices  are  now  less  severe  and  sudden  thaoi 
was  the  case  40  years  ago.  Taking  llewari  as  the  largest  grain  mart 
in  the  district^  the  prices  relied  on  in  the  assessment  and  those  subse- 
quently current  are  (stated  in  seers  per  rupee)  : — 
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Average   price. 

Price   assumed    on 
assessment  papers. 

Produce. 

V   to 

mOO 
04 

S| 

us 

1883. 
19 

1884. 

1885. 

Wheat      ... 

32 

26 

17 

20 

23 

29 

Gram 

42 

32 

20 

25 

30 

34 

36 

Barley 

47 

38 

23 

27 

27 

30 

41 

Cotton,  uncleaned  ... 

19 

9 

9 

9 

10 

9 

12 

Joar 

44 

32 

23 

23 

27 

26 

39 

Bajra 

42 

28 

23 

21 

31 

30 

34 

Moth 

44 

30 

22 

23 

27 

27 

39 

Before   1837  prices  were  still  cheaper.     Making  aU  allowances 

j^  .  .        ot*     88  ^^^  Government's  present  policy  of  assessing 

'  '  now  at  a  smaller  share  of  the  rent  than  was 

the  rule  40  years  ago,   it  is  difficult  to  resist  the   conclusion  that, 

given  fairly  prosperous  years,  the  Government  is  now  entitled  to  a 

higher  assessment  than  was  assessed  in  1842. 

8.     A  like  conclusion  is  suggested  by  the  altered  value  of  land. 
Sale,  and  mortgages.         J^he  accompanying  figures    taken  partly  from 
Keport,  sections  59  and    ^<^6  Assessment  and  Settlement  ICeports  and 
60.  partly  from    the    Annual  Revenue  Reports, 

Revision,  eectiona  10,  11,  gt^^^  ^1^^^  ^he  selling  price  of  land  in  the 
district  taken  as  a  whole  has  gone  steadily 
to  Rs.  19  per  acre,  and  from  five  to  fifteen  times 
It  is  noticeable  that  the  higest  prices  known 
prevailed  in  the  last  quinquennial  period  after 
had  been  increased  and  after  the  worst  of  the 
mortgage  statistics  also,  while  they  show  that 
during  the  most  critical  period  in  the  recent  history  of  the  district, 
the  value  of  land  as  security  for  debt  had  fallen,  give  evidence  that 
it  is  now  again  rising,  and  if  they  are  to  be  trusted,  show  that  the 
land  is  now  accepted  as  security  for  a  debt  amounting  on  the  average 
to  Rs.  19  per  acre,  or  thirteen  times  its  assessment.  The  figures  for 
the  different  tahsils  show  similar  results ;  the  most  noticeable  feature 
being  that  in  tahsil  Rewari  land  continues  to  command  a  very  low 
price. 


68. 

up  from  Rs.   4 
the    assessment, 
for    land    have 
the  assessment 
distress.      The 
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Sales  of  land^  whole  district,  Ourgaon. 


P  E  B  I  0  D. 

Area  sold 
ia  acres. 

Price  per 
acre. 

Price  per 

rupee  of 

land  rerenne. 

1857-60 
1861-65 
1866-10 
1871-75 
1876-80 
1880-86 

3,021 

11,553 

5,581 

6,899 

13,741 

16,082 

Ba. 

4 

4 

8 

12 

17 

19 

Be. 
6 

5 

8 

12 

13 

15 

Mortgages  of  Utnd. 


Period. 

Area 

mortgaged 

in  acres. 

MOBTOAOK-DKBT. 

Source  of  information. 

Per  acre. 

Per  rapes 
of  land 
r^enne. 

* 
Ileport,-section  60    ... 

Do.            do. 
.EsTAima  repati 

Up    to    Jane 
1877. 

From  July  1877 
to  December 

1878. 

1876-80       ... 
1881-86       ... 

,64,085 
44,U2 

65,351 
,23»84.3 

Bs. 
24 

14 

15 
19 

Bs. 
18 

• 

10 

11 
.     13 
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The  same  figures  for  each  tahsil  are — 


Sales. 

MOBTOAOES. 

PricCf 

Mortgage  d9U, 

Rb 

Rs. 

T  A  H  8  I  L. 

Period,   j 

Period. 

Acres. 

icres. 

Per 

Per 

Per 

rapee 

Per 

rapee 

acre. 

of  re- 

acre.  ofnTt- 

yenue. 

nue. 

1857-60 

880 

2 

8 

1861-65 

1,119 

8 

4 

To  June  1877 

10,434 

26 

21 

Pftlwal             ...< 

1866-70 
1871-75 
1877-79 

1,341 

1,872 

602 

7 
22 
25 

9 
23 
16 

1877  to  1878 

4,464 

14 

U 

1882-85 

2,851 

13 

38 

21,279 

1857-60 

2 

26 

8 

To  June  1877 

29 

18 

1861-65 

2 

18 

12 

Tiroepxa          ...'S 

1866-70 
1871-75 
1877-79 
1882-85 

1867-60 

178 

26 

1,290 

2,260 

470 

17 

140 

31 

14 

7 

11 
60 
18 
12 

28 

1877  to  1878 

10,656 

27 

16 

1861-65 

70 

27 

23 

To  June  1877 

24,969 

23 

18 

1866-70 

1,436 

7 

9 

Huh                 ..J 

1871-75 
1877-79 
1882-85 

475 
555 
258 

19 
44 
41 

20 
42 
22 

1877  to  1878 

12,121 

12 

. 

1857-60 

708 

2 

2 

1861-65 

2,277 

5 

10 

To  June  1877 

3,989 

14 

12 

1866-70 

1,826 

8 

12 

Gnrgaon           ...s 

1871-75 
1877-79 
1882  85 

1857-60 

1,234 

500 

2,166 

961 

10 
25 
83 

6 

12 
17 
24 

4 

1877  to  1878 

2,961 

13 

12 

1861-65 

8,085 

4 

4 

To  June  1877 

3,414 

9 

7 

Bewftri              ...i 

1866-70 

1,300 

7 

6 

i   1871-75 

2,792 

6 

6 

1877  to  1878 

13,950 

6 

6 

1877-79 

584 

26 

6 

188285 

8,936 

10 

' 

I  do  not  concur  in  much  which  has  been  written  concerning 
the  sudden  increase  of  mortgages  after  1877.  That  increase  was 
caused  in  part  by  too  rigid  collections ;  but  under  the  calamities  with 
which  the  district  was  contending,  it  would  have  occurred  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  even  if  adequate  suspensions  had  been  promptly 
given^  and  that  in  the  face  of  those  calamities  and  over-rigid  collec- 
tions so  much  money  should  have  been  advanced  readily  on  mortgages 
shows  that^  in  the  opinion  of  the  more  prosperous  and  far-seeing 
members  of  the  agricultural  community  (I  include  the  money-lenders 
in  this  term),  the  land  was  not  over-assessed,  and  the  difficulties  were 
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only  temporary.  In  Firozpnr  and  Nuh  it  would  appear  that  more 
tliw  a  fiitli  of  the  cultivation  is  thus  encumbered ;  but  in  the  other 
tahsils  the  proportion  of  the  land  charged  with  mortgages  is  not 
higher  than  is  commonly  found  in  a  prosperous  tract.  It  is  worth 
BeTision  11    d  18     ^^^^®  adding  that  during  the  last  four  years 

TiBion,  paras,     an  1 1,800  acres  have  been  redeemed  from  mort- 

gage. The  equity  and  policy  involved  in  excluding  mortgages  from 
the  benefit  of  the  temporary  reductions  of  assessment  allowed  in 
order  to  enable  villages  to  recover  from  the  effect  of  bad  seasons 
appear  to  me  open  to  grave  question.  These  men  acquired  their  hold- 
ings in  the  hope  of  the  recurrence  of  good  seasons :  the  repeated 
failures  must  have  affected  their  piH)fits  in  the  same  degree  as  those 
of  the  other  agriculturists^  and  whatever  relief  was  deemed  necessary, 
they  should  have  shared  in  it.  Whatever  discourages  the  ready 
advance  of  money  to  agriculturists  in  times  of  distress  is  injurious  to 
them,  and  in  this  particular  instance  the  measures  adopted  probably 
had  this  further  effect  that  they  weakened  the  mortgagor's  desire  to 
redeem  the  land. 

9.  Mr.  Wilson  shows   that  up  to  1838   A.D.  land  paid  no   rent 

jtenta.  ^^  cxcess   of  the   Government's  assessment, 

Beport,  section  90.  whereas  now  it  can  usually  be  rented  for  twice 

Eevidon,  sections  54  to  57.     the    assessment.     One-sixth   of    the     whole 

cultivation   is  so  held,  that  is  to  say,  in  Palwdl  and  Firozpnr  about  a 

fifth,  and  in  the  other  tahsils  about  one-eighth. 

10.  And  though  since  1877  the  population  has  owing  to  abnormal 
Population,  causos  decreased  from  about  689,000  to  about 

Report,  section  89.  650,000,  it  should  be  remembered  that  during 

Beyision,  section  6.  ^he  previous  20  years  the  agricultural  seasons 

and  trade  prospects  of  the  district  were  favorable  to  its  increase. 
The  population  did  in  fact  increase  4  per  cent.,  and  it  is  not  over- 
sanguine  to  hope  that  with  returning  years  of  prosperity  the  like 
increase  will  again  take  place. 

11.  In  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  since  1877  much 
Incrwue  of  cultivation.  has  been  said  on  the  question  whether  the 
Berision,  sections  7, 40,     Settlement  Officer  assumed  too  large  an  area 

*!•  of  cultivation.     The   answer  to  this  question 

depends  on  what  is  to  be   understood   as  the  area  cultivated.     The 

agriculturists  apply  the  term  to  the  area  under  husbandry,  and  insist 

on  charging  as  cultivated  all  land  which  is 

See  Revision,  para  41.  cropped  in  the  ordinary  conrse  of  the  local 
agriculture.  I  see  nothing  in  the  papers  be- 
fore me  which  justifies  the  inference  that  the  cultivated  area,  defined 
in  this  sense,  was  over-estimated.  If,  however,  we  inquire  whether 
the  Settlement  Officer  assumed  a  larger  average  annual  area  of  crops 
than  was  justified  by  the  local  conditions  of  the  agriculture,  it  must, 

•  It  will  be  nndepstood  ^  ^^^^^>  ^^  admitted  that  he  probably  did.  Up 
tbat  I  am  writing  of  past,  to  1879  *  no  Settlement  Officer  ever  recorded 
not  present  practice.  from  year  to  year  the  crops  of  his  charge,  all 
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he'did  TfitB  to  write  down  against  each  field  the  crop  which  was  grow* 
ing  on  it  at  the  date  of  measurement^  or  if  it  lay  fallow  the  crop  last 
grown  Or  next  to  be  grown.  His  total  crop  areas  were  the  aggregate 
of  these  entries.  And  it  is  highly  improbable  that  in  a  district  such 
as  Gurgaon^  the  crop  areas  so  reduced  represented  the  areas  ordinarily 
reaped  by  the  agriculturist  in  an  average  year.  Argument  and 
inference  on  a  foundation  of  thie  nature  is  unsafe.  As  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  Ghirgaon  district^  I  cannot  say  how  far  it 
is  possible  in  each  tahsil  to  frame  an  average  estimate  of  the  annual 
crop  area.  The  difficulty  of  making  such  an  estimate  in  tracts  of 
insecure  agriculture  has  only  been  realised  since  Settlement  Officers 
began  to  record  the  crops  of  each  year.  But  from  recent  experience 
in  Sirsa,  Karnal  and  Umballa^  I  am  convinced  that  the  area  of  crops 
successfully  harvested  varies  within  much  wider  limits  than  are 
indicated  by  the  statistics  gathered  by  Mr. 
Wilson  from  the  annual  reports*  It  is  very 
difficult  for  our  Revenue  establishments,  even 
under  the  closest  supervision,  to  face  the  per- 
sonal responsibility  involved  in  writing  down  the  full  extent  of  crop 
failures.  In  this  respect  we  are,  I  hope,  gradually  arriving  at  more 
correct  work.  But  I  do  not  trust  the  areas  stated  in  the  papers 
before  me,  and  I  only  partly  trust  the  areas  for  the  past  3  years  given 
in  the  return  appended,  supplied  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  at  my 
request  for  the  purposes  of  this  review.  The  fluctuations  in  the  area 
of  successful  agriculture  are  greater  than  our  refcums  show.  And 
there  seems  reason  to  doubt  whether  the  area  actually  harvested 
during  the  past  two  years  has  been  as  large  as  the  returns  show. 

(Thouiands  of  Acres.) 


Revition,  section  7. 


Tahail. 


Palwal 

Kuh 

Firospur 

Gurgaon 

Bewari 


Total 


1883. 


Babi. 


86 
'75 
"76 

43 
"'46 


327 


Eharif. 


85 
"79 
'99 
116 
132 


511 


838 


1884. 


Babi. 


72 

53 

"52 

"46 

41 


265 


Kharif. 


142 
137 

iio 

138 
164 


691 


256 


1885c 


Babi. 


88 
"88 

62 
"53 


380 


Kharif. 


123 
162 
83 
"92 
145 


545 


925 
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12.    On  tlie  qneetion  of  the  character  and  valne  of  the-  newly 
cultivated  land^  it  will  be  best  for  me  to  place 
^^ChanM^  ^®^    on  record  some  remarks  recently  written  by 

Mr.  Channing  in  reply  to  my  inquiries  : — 

"  In  Gnrgaon  the  original  settlement  Shajras  were  not  in 
"  existence  in  the  greater  part  of  the  district^  but  on  the  other  hand 
"  we  had  the  old  Revenne  Survey  maps  made  some  ten  years  before 
"  the  settlement^  and  these  I  always  took  about  with  me  in  camp 
"  when  doing  my  village  inspections ;  and  I  made  a  point  of  consult- 
''  ing  them.  I  did  not  overlook  the  question  as  to  the  lands  which 
''  had  been  broken  up  since  settlement.  I  used  the  survey  maps  as 
'<  my  main  guide  in  the  matter^  and  used  also  to  question  the  zamin- 
"  dars.  But  the  point  was  one  of  very  different  importance  in  different 
"  parts  of  the  district ;  in  a  good  deal  of  Palwal — the  only  difference 
''  in  the  land  is  its  distance  from  the  village  site  in  parts  of  Firozpur^ 
"  there  would  be  four  different  zones  in  village  after  village,  the  best 
''  in  good  seasons  gprowing  unirrigated  sugarcane,  the  worst  growing 
"  only  jowar.  The  general  result  of  my  inquiries  was  something  of 
"  this  kind.  The  previous  settlement  had  been  made  after  a  succes- 
''  sion  of  seasons  of  somewhat  scanty  rainfall ;  during  those  years 
*'  the  lighter  soils  (which  as  is  well  known,  and  as  I  find  to  be  the 
*'  fact  here  in  Hissar)  require  less  rainfall  than  the  really  better  soils 
"  had  answered  better  than  the  latter ;  and  so  in  villages  with  a 
"  mixture  of  sandy  and  good  loams,  the  area  cultivated  at  settlement 
"  was  more  ordinarily  the  sandy  loams  than  the  good  loams ;  the 
''  magda  rather  than  the  narmot.  So,  again,  in  the  hill  villages  of 
"  the  Firozphr  valley,  which  stretch  from  the  hills  down  into  the 
^  Landoha  valley,  I  found  (a  fact  which  has  often  been  dwelt  upon, 
*'  notably  by  Oarey,  the  Political  Economist)  that  the  best  soils  were 
''  not  the  first  cultivated ;  they  were  uncultivated  at  the  time  of  the 
"  Revenue  Survey :  cultivation  began  with  the  moderately  good, 
'•'  easily  worked  soils,  extended  then  to  the  better  but  more  difficultly 
"  cultivated  land,  and  finally  the  very  poor  bhur  soils  were  taken  into 
"  cultivation.  Very  stiff  clays  fit  for  gram  only  were  generally  taken 
"  very  late  into  cultivation.  In  the  tracts  where  the  largest  amount 
*'  of  increase  was  taken  the  land  is  singularly  homogenous,  and 
"  where  it  is  not,  except  in  the  few  villages  which  happened  to  contain 
"  very  bad  bhur  or  very  stiff  clay,  the  newly  cultivated  soils  were  not 
^'  inferior  to  those  cultivated  at  settlement,  more  often  for  the  reason 
"  above  explained  they  were  better ;  the  distinctly  poor  bhur  soils  were 
''  generally  among  the  newly  cultivated  lands,  and  I  always  treated 
"  them  as  such ;  and  in  villages  containing  them  you  will  often  find  the 
"  point  noted  in  my  village  note  books ;  but  where  the  village  lands 
'^  did  not  differ  much  in  quality,  I  did  not  notice  the  matter,  and  I 
"  probably  did  not  where  I  knew  that  the  new  lands  were  not  inferior. 
'*  I  had  to  write  up  the  1,200  village  note  books  in  odds  and  ends  of 
"  time  when  I  was  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner^  and 
"  natnraHy  confined  myself,  as  I  have  stated  in  my  Settlement  Bepori, 
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"  to  such  remarks  as  were  required  to  explain  the  divergences  from 
"  the  circle  rates. 
"  To  sum  up — 

"  (i). — I  did  take  pains  to  inform  myself  as  to  the  character  of 
"  the  new  cultivation. 

"  (ii) . — In  villages  with  very  poor  soils  it  may  safely  be  assumed 
"  that  these  form  part  of  the  newly  cultivated  land. 

"  (iii). — In  villages  with  patches  of  very  stiff  clay  the  same 
"  assumption  may  safely  be  made. 

"(iv). — Elsewhere  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  the  new  lands  are 
''  worse  than  the  old  ;  over  a  good  deal  of  the  east  of  the  district  the 
''  fact  is  rather  the  reverse.  At  last  settlement  many  of  the  best 
'*  villages'! were  almost  uncultivated,  while  those  with  inferior  soils 
''  were  doing  fairly  well.  And  compare  also  the  increase  in  assess- 
"  ment  in  the  good  loam  and  in  the  sandy  tracts." 

These  remarks  contain  important  information  as  to  the  character 
of  the  new  cultivation,  and  they  will  furnish  a  valuable  guide  to  the 
officer  who,  in  1889,  will  have  to  enforce  the  full  assessment.  I  believe 
all  assessing  officers  have  a  tendency  to  deal  in  this  matter  too  much 
with  village  totals,  and  it  greatly  strengthens  an  officer's  position  if 
he  can  put  his  hands  on  the  newly  cultivated  blocks,  and  say  this  is 
the  land  in  respect  of  which  I  am  raising  the  assessment. 

13.  The  classification  of  soils  appears  to  me  to  have  been  carried  too 
g  .j^  far.     It  was  no  doubt  necessary  to  distinguish 

between  lands  irrigated  by  wells,  flooded  lands 
and  other  cultivation.  But  the  further  classification  of  the  dry  lands 
under  so  many  as  four  heads  cannot  have  been  needed,  in  most  tracts 
it  would  have  been  sufficient  if  the  bhur  had  been  distinguished  from 
the  better  dry  lands. 

14.  Up  to  the  time  when  Mr.   Channing's  assessments  were 
HiBtory  of  the  amcul-     ©^^^rced  in   1887   there  is    nothing  in   the 

ture  from  1877  to  date.  assessment  reports  to  show  that  the  probable 

Report,  Beotion  10.  periodical  recurrence  of  bad  years  was  realised, 

Eeyi8ionfl,8ectioiifl3,4,6.  ^^  ^h^t  in  framing  the  assessments  much 
allowance  was  made  for  such  years.  I  would  not,  however,  discredit 
the  assessments  merely  on  this  ground,  for  no  reduction  in  the 
standard  of  assessment  will  avoid  the  necessity  for  suspensions  in 
bad  years;  and  the  ultimate  realisation  of  such  suspensions  will 
always  be  governed  more  by  the  duration  of  the  distress  than  by  the 
relation  which  the  assessment  bears  to  the  produce  of  a  fairly  good 
year.  But  the  fact  that  no  large  allowance  has  been  made  for  bad 
seasons  is  a  yery  important  one,  and  should  have  its  due  weight  when 
bad  seasons  occur.  Mr.  Wilson  shows  that  for  six  years  succeeding 
the  introduction  of  the  new  assessments  (kharif  1877)  the  harvests 
were  bad,  excepting  only  the  kharif  of  1879,  when  the  district 
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suffered  so  severely  from  fever  that  tlie  crops  could  not  be  reaped  ; 
the  whole  population  was  prostrated^  and  about  a  seventh  of  the 
population  died.  I  have  a  difficulty  in  believing  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  series  of  bad  years  the  district  lost  so  much  as 
half  its  cattle  and  a  third  of  its  plough  bullocks^  but  stress  need  not 
be  laid  on  proportion  lost.  That  the  officers  who  had  the  best 
opportunity  of  observing  the  loss  should  have  placed  it  at  so  high  a 
figure  sufficiently  evidences  the  magnitude  of  the  loss.  The  district 
first  lost  its  crops^  then  its  cattle^  and  almost  immediately  afterwards 
was  swept  with  fatal  disease.  The  revenue  collections  were  not  adjust- 
ed to  the  troubles  of  the  period.  Eighty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  demand 
Reviaioii  section  13.  ^^®  collected  in  1 877,  and  in  subseauent  years 

'  up  to  the  end  of  1882  nearly  the  full  demand ; 

indeed,  adding  in  all  items,  in  two  years  more  than  the  full  demand. 
I  can  only  explain  this  administrative  action  on  the  assumption  that 
the  cumidative  character  of  the  distress  was  not  realised.  The  whole 
narrative  is  a  strong  illustration  of  what  I  pointed  out  in  my 
Famine  Report  that  agricultural  distress  depends  much  less  on  the 
results  of  one  season,  than  on  the  successive  recurrence  of  bad  seasons. 

15.     It  is  not  surprising    that  such  circumstances  should  have 

^^^.  led  up  to  large  measures  of  relief.     The  fol- 

Mearares  of  1883  and    lowing  account  of  the  measures  initiated  for 

final  resnlts  of  the  settle-     this  purpose  at  the  end  of  1883  is  taken  from 

™®=*'  the  District  Oazetteer. 

In  1882  the  hopes  that  had  till  then  been  entertained  by  Govern- 
ment that  the  return  of  good  seasons  would  enable  the  district  to 
recover  from  its  depression  were  given  up,  and  special  measures  of 
relief  were  sanctioned.  Each  village  in  the  district  was  inspected, 
and  its  condition  compared  with  what  it  had  been  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  distress.  Reductions  of  assessment  for  the  whole 
term  of  settlement  were  granted  to  nearly  half  the  villages,  bringing 
the  total  land  revenue  down  from  Rs.  12,78,113  to  Rs.  12,27,424,  a 
reduction  of  Rs.  50,689,  or  4  per  cent.,  and  in  addition  to  this  tem- 
porary reduction  for  seven  years  were  granted  to  911  of  the  1,264 
villages,  the  result  being  that  the  net  revenue  demand  was  reduced 
by  Rs.  1,43,089,  or  12  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  12,28,525  in  1882-83  to 
Rs.  10,85,436  in  1883-84,  or  practically  the  same  as  it  had  been  before 
the  revision  of  the  assessment  in  1877.  Remissions  to  the  amount 
of  Rs.  2,00,522,  or  one-sixth  of  a  year's  demand,  were  also  granted, 
and  advances  to  the  amount  of  a  lakh-and-a-half  of  rupees  were  made 
to  the  peasants  for  the  purchase  of  plough  bullocks.  The  total 
results  of  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 
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The  sanctioned  revenue  roll  for  1882-83  (Finan- 
cial Commissioner's  No.  1289,  dated  6tli 
February  1882)  was        ...  ...  Rs.  12,28,525. 

To  this  may  be  added — 

9,293 
7,772 
Zaildars'  allowances         ...  ...  ...       1 2,527 

Remitted  on  gardens       ...  ...  ...         1,940 

Inams...  ...  ...  ...  ...  730 

Jagir  and  mafi ...  ...  ...  ...       17,326 

Total  former  assessment  ...  12,78,113 

The  reductions  made  for  the  term  of  settlement 

leave  the  total  assessment  ...  ...  12,27,424 

Of  which  the  following  is  the  detail  :— 

Rs. 

Jagir  and  mafi                       ...  ...  ...  17,040 

Inams                       ...             ...  ...  ...  730 

Remitted  on  gardens             ...  ...  ...  1,933 

Zaildars' allowances              ...  ...  ...  12,017 

Ala  Lambardars'  allowances  ...  ...  7,437 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases  ...  ...  9,025 

Balance,  which  would  be  the  revenue  roll  to  be 

sanctioned    for    1883-84  were  no  further 

temporary  reductions  granted  ...  ...    11,79,242 


The  reductions  granted  for  the  term  of  settlement  thus  reduce 
the  total  assessment  (including  assignments)  from  Rs.  12,78,113  to 
Rs.  12,27,424,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  50,689,  or  4  per  cent.,  which  leaves 
the  total  assessment  still  11  per  cent,  above  the  amount  of 
Rs.  1 1,03,389  at  which  it  stood  before  the  recent  revision.  The  reduc- 
tion granted  in  each  tahsil  is  as  follows  : — 


Reduction 
per  oent. 

Total  Mseas- 
ment  of 
preTionB 

settlement. 

Percentage 
by  which 

TahBil. 

1882-83. 

1883-84. 

reduced  as- 
aeaament  still 
exceeds  that 

settlement. 

Fftlwal 

Firospnr 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

B«w»ri 

2,86,482 
2,38,663 
2,59,809 
2,17.432 
2,76,827 

2,78,722 
2,26,623 
2,41,684 
2,10,263 
2,71,242 

2^ 
2 

2,14,668 
2,08,769 
2,11,860 
1,96,614 
2,72,088 

80 

8 

14 

7 

Totftl 

12,78,113 

12,27,424 

4 

11,08,839 

11 
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Thus,  were  no  temporary  reductions  granted,  the  revenue  roll 
for  1883-84  would  be  Rs.  11,79,242.  The  reductions  granted  for 
seven  years  amount  on  this  sum  to  Bs.  93,806,  or  8  per  cent.,  and  with 
the  permanent  reductions  bring  the  actual  revenue  roll  down  from 
Rs.  1,28,525  in  1882-83  to  Bs.  10,85,636  in  1883-84,  a  reduction  of 
Bs.  1,43,089,  or  12  per  cent.,  leaving  the  actual  revenue  roll  just 
below  what  it  was  in  1876-77,  the  last  year  before  the  new  assessment 
came  into  force,  viz,  Bs.  10,86,113.  This  total  reduction  of 
Bs.  1,43,089  is  made  up  of  reductions  determined  for  each  village 
individually.     It  is  distributed  as  follows  over  the  several  tahsils  : — 


TahBil. 

Berenae  roll 
for  1882-83. 

Reduced 
revenue  roll 
for  1883-84. 

Reduction, 
per  cent. 

Reronue  roll 
of  187677. 

Increase  or 
decrease  per 
cent,  over 
revenue  roll 
of  1876-77. 

Palwal 

Firospor 

Nuh 

Gorgaon 

Bewari 

2,77,885 
2,31,613 
2,53,634 
2,03,770 
2,61»623 

2,51,329 
2,00,852 
2,11,473 
1,84,697 
2,37,085 

10 

13 

17 

9 

9 

2,14,374 
2,08,019 
2,10,035 
1-,91.060 
2,62,625 

4-  17 

-  3 
+     1 

-  2 

-  9 

Total 

12^,525 

10,85,436 

12 

10,86,113 

0 

Thus  while  the  reduced  revenue  roll  for  1883-84  is  for  the  whole 
district  much  the  same  as  it  was  in  1876-77,  it  shows  an  increase  of 
17  per  cent,  for  tahsil  Palwal,  a  large  decrease  of  9  per  cent,  for 
Bewari,  a  small  reduction  for  Gurgaon  and  Firozpur,  and  a  small  in- 
crease for  Nuh.  As  compared  with  the  revenue  roll  for  1882-83,  the 
redaction  is  largest  in  the  two  tahsils  of  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  and 
much  the  same  in  the  other  three  tahsils.  Of  the  1,264  villages  in 
the  district  reductions  were  granted  for  the  term  of  settlement  to 
573,  and  either  for  the  term  of  settlement  or  for  seven  years  to  911, 
as  follows : — 


Total  uuinbtr 
of  Tillages. 

Number  to  which  reduetion 
ha$  been  granted. 

Tahsil. 

For  term  of 
settlemeht. 

For  at  least 
seren  years. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Ourgaon 

Bewari 

195 

244 
289 
227 
309 

50 

145 

205 

85 

88 

121 
206 
249 
142 
194 

Total 

1,264 

573 

911 

Permanent  reductions  have  been  granted  all  over  the  district, 
except  in  the  tract  in  Palwal  watered  by  the  Agra  canal,  in  a  tract 
about  Gurgaon,  and  another  about  Bewari,  and  they  are  most  numer- 
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ons  and  largest  in  tlie  Nah  Dahar,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
reductions  for  at  least  seven  years.  On  31st  March  1883  the  arrears 
of  the  /?/ian/ instalment  amounted  to  Bs.  2,55,636^  besides  unremitted 
arrears  of  former  instalments  amounting  to  Rs.  6,609.  Mr.  Wilson, 
who  consulted  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  thus  reports  their 
proposals  regarding  these  balances : — 

'^  The  remission  of  these  balances  is  in  the  present  state  of  the 
^'  district,  almost  more  important  than  the  reduction  of  the  assessment. 
''  We  recommend  the  remission  of  Rs.  1,95,433  of  the  kharif  instal- 
"  ment  of  1882,  and  of  Rs.  5,090  of  the  unremitted  balances  of  former 
*'  instalments;  total  remission  of  arrears,  Rs.  2,00,523,  or  one-sixth  of 
''a  year's  jama.  ^  The  remaining  unremitted  arrears,  Rs.  61,722,  we 
"  thought  should  be  realized  without  delay,  and  orders  were  issued 
^'  to  the  Tahsildars  accordingly.  All  of  this  sum,  except  Rs.  3,602, 
^'  had  been  realized  by  the  31st  July.  The  details  of  the  remissions 
"  for  the  different  tahsils  are  as  follows  : — 


Remissions  already  sanctioned. 

Now  recommended. 

TahBilB. 

No.  of 

Tillages. 

From  1877 
to  kharif 

1881 
(approxi- 
mately). 

For  rabi 
1882. 

No.  of 
YiUages. 

For  former 
iDStal- 
menta. 

For 
kharif 
1882. 

Palwal 

Firozpor 

Nuh 

Gnrgaon          .., 

Eewari 

11 
164 
166 

47 

166 

60,424 

84,984 

8,388 

6,808 
18,827 
26,486 

4,632 
86 

87 
221 
267 
127 
120 

2,220 
1,442 
1,428 

24,142 
46,491 
71,902 
27,467 
26,441 

Total 

878 

94,412 

64,289 

822 

.     6,090 

1,96,488 

The  reductions  were  to  take  effect  from  the  kharif  instalment  of 
1882,  and  the  seven  years'  reduction  will  therefore  end  with  the  rabi 
instalment  of  1889. 


16.     These  reductions  were  granted  in  the  face  of  undoubted 

-,  .  J     t       distress  after  such  villaare  inspection  as  was 

The    main  qnestion  for  -ii     •     xi.        •  jT  i?  xi  t 

present  consideration.  possible  m  the  Circumstances  of  the  case,     in 

asking  Government  now  to  sanction  the 
settlement,  what  has  to  be  considered  in  the  relation  of  the  assess- 
ment now  current  and  which  it  is  intended  to  apply  in  1889  to  that 
which  it  has  superseded.  I  cannot  pretend  on  this  occasion  to  enter 
into  all  the  technicalities  of  assessment  work.  Bearing  in  mind  the 
broad  features  of  the  case,  the  rise  in  prices,  rents,  and  value  of  land, 
the  increase  in  cultivation,  and  the  relation  of  the  assessment  to  that 
current  in  neighbouring  tracts,  had  the  claims  of  the  G-ovemment 
been  in  each  tract  firly  asserted  7  I  proceed  to  examine  with  this 
object  the  results  of  the  reassessment  of  each  tract. 
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17.    In  1875  (he  Settlement  Officer  estimated  that  popolation  in 

B«g«  circle.  tah«l  P.!-     ?«5*°^?'  '''"'^If  °^  ^^f^  ^"^^t]  ^'^  f  ««1? 
yr^]^  doubled  since  the  previoas  settlement^   and 

Report,  section  139  and  if.     tbat  cultivation   had   increased    during  tHe 

Revimon,  section  60  (1).      previous  years  by  nearly  half.     Mr.   Wilson 

shows  that  between   1868   and  1881  the  population  decreased  by  6 

per  cent.,  and  that  in  1882^  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of 

settlement  was  not  sown.     The  assessment  made  in   1877  increased 

the  assessment  nearly  two-fifths^  viz.,  from  Bs.  1^54^210  to  2^12^348; 

and  of  this  increase  Rs.   3^625   has   been   permanently  reduced  and 

Rs.    14^450  temporarily,   so  that  the  result  of  the  reassessment  is  a 

present  increase  of  Rs.  26  per  cent.,  rising  in  1889  to  Rs.  35  per  cent. 

The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  acre  cultivated  in  1842 

is  believed  to  have  been  Rs.  1*1 1-0;  the  incidence   of  that   now 

reported  is — 


By  the  assessment  of  1877  on  area  then 

cultivated 
By  the  reduced  assessment  now  current 

on  area  of  1882 
By  the  full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  the 

area  of  1877  ... 

The  main  features  of  the  soil  classification  are^ 
(expressed  in  percentages  of  the  total  cultivation). 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Good  and  average  land 
Bhur 


Rs.    A. 


4 

91 

5 

100 


The   incidence  of  the  revenue  in  similar    adjacent  tracts  of 
other  districts  ' 


THatrict. 

TahM. 

Circle 
and  Pargana. 

Rs.  A. 

Delhi 
Muttra 
Aligarh 

Bulandshahr  ... 
Bulandshah    ... 

Ballatgarh     ... 

Eosi 

Khair 

Khurja 

Sikandrabad... 

Bangar 
Bangar 

Jewar 
Dawkour     ... 

1  9 

2  0 
2    2 
1     8 
1    7 

Mr,  Wilson's  account  of  this  circle  shows  good  reasons  for  believ- 
ing that  Mr.  Channing's  a3se8sm3nt  was  not  too  high ;  but  no  stress 
need  be  laid  on  the  small  reduction  (Rs.  3^625)  given  permanently. 

Since  Mr.  Ghanning's  assessment  was  made  irrigation  from  the 
Agra  canal  has  commenced,  and  has  been  extended  to  almost  every 
village  in  the  tract ;  and  now  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  area  is 
BO  advantaged.  Under  such  circumstances  there  will  probably  be  no 
difficulty  in  levying  the  full  increase  from  the  year  1889, 
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18.  The  Settlement  OflRcer  in  1875  estimated  that  the  population 
Khadircircle,talisilPalwal.     had  increased  by  nearly  half  and    cultivation 

Keport,  Bection  125.  by  nearly  two-thirds  since  the  previous  settle- 

Eeviflion,  section  61  (^.  ment.  The  census  of  1881  showed  that  popu- 
lation had  fallen  off  by  seven  per  cent,  since  1881,  and  from  the 
field  inspection  of  1882-83  it  appeared  that  18  per  cent,  of  the  area 
returned  at  settlement  as  cultivated  had  not  been  sown  in  that 
year ;  irrigation  also  had  fallen  off  by  half.  The  assessment  of 
1877  increased  the  demand  from  Rs.  8,906  to  Rs.  12,029,  or  by  35 
per  cent.,  and  of  this  increase  Rs.  789  have  been  reduced  permanently 
and  Rs.  964  temporarily.  Thus  the  present  increase,  as  compared  with 
the  assessment  of  1876,  is  15  per  cent.,  rising  in  1889  to  26  per  cent. 
The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  acre  cultivated  in  1842 
was  Re.  1-8,  and  the  incidence  of  that  now  reported  is  by  the — 

Rs.  A. 

Asseesment  of  1677  on  the  area  then  cultivated       ...     1       7 
Aisessment  as  reduced  and  now  current  on  cultiva- 
tion of  1882     ...  ...  ...  ...     1       6 

Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  the  area  of  1877      ...     1       6 

The  soils  are  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  — 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...     7 

Unirrigated        .,.  ...  ...  ...  93 

The  incidence  of  the  revenue  may  be  compared  with  that  in 
neighbouring  districts  already  stated.  The  figures  of  this  small  circle 
are  not  of  any  importance. 

19.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  population  and  cultivation  had 
Khadar  Banirar    circle     ^^^^  increased  by  about  three-fourths  since  the 

tahail  Palwal.  *    previous     settlement.       In   1881,     however. 

Report,  section  124,  and  ff.  population  was  8  per  cent,  less  than  in  1868, 
Eevision,  section  60  (3).  a^^  ^  1882-83  15  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated 
area  of  settlement  was  not  sown.  Mr.  Channing,  in  1877,  raised  the 
assessment  by  38  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  22,837  to  Rs.  30,498,  and  in 
1888  this  assessment  was  permanently  reduced  by  Rs.  1,261  and  tem- 
porarily by  Rs.  2,205,  so  that  the  current  assessment  is  18  per  cent, 
above  that  of  last  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  be  an 
increase  of  28  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  of  the 
per  cultivated  acre  is  as  follows  : — 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated 
Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated 
Reduced  assessment  now  current  on   area  sown  in 

1882 
Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877 
The  maiu  features  of  the  soil  classfication,  expressed 

in  peix^entages  of  the  total  cultivation  are  actually 

irrigated  by  wells 
Good  and  average  land 
Bhur 


assessment 

Rs 

A. 

14 

8 

9 

7 

81 

12 

100 
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The  figures  showing  incidence  of  revenne  on  cnltivation  in 
similar  neighbouring  tracts  have  already  been  given.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  adjacent  Bangar^  the  circumstances  of  these  villages 
have  been  much  improved  since  1877  by  the  extension  of  irrigation 
from  the  Agra  canal.  Mr.  Wilson^s  full  assessment  differs  little 
from  Mr.  Channing's ;  and  given  fair  prosperity  during  the  next 
three  years,  the  circle  should  have  no  difficulty  in  paying  it. 

20.  Mr.    Ghanning    estimated  in   1875  that    population  had 
Bh  d  p      •   le      tahsil    i^c^®^®^  ^7  three-fourths  and  cultivation  by 

Palwal.  '  one-third  since  the  previous   settlement.   But 

Bepoit,  aection  122  and  £f.  population  fell  ofF  by  9  per  cent,  between  1868 
EeviBion,  section  60  (4).  ^nd  1881 ;  and  in  1882,  16  per  cent,  of  the  area 
recorded  at  settlement  as  cultivated  was  not  sown.  In  1877  the 
assessment  was  raised  by  18  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  11,020  to  Bs.  12,973, 
and  in  1883  this  amount  was  permanently  reduced  by  Rs.  721  and 
temporarily  by  Rs.  1,328.  The  current  assessment  is  therefore  one 
per  cent,  below  the  previous  demand,  and  the  assessment  of  1889  will 
be  an  increase  of  11  per  cent,  as  compared  with  that  of  last  settlement. 
The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  cultivated  acre  is  as 
follows  : — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated             ...  1  5 

1877                ditto                              ...  1  1 
Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown   in 

1882                ...             ■    ...                 ...                 ...  1  1 

Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877                   ...  1  0 
The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  : — 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...     6 

Good  and  average  land         ...  ...  ...  51 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

100 

As  in  the  previous  case,  Mr.  Wilson^s  full  assessment  differs' 
little  from  Mr.  Ghanning' s,  and  gives  a  final  increase  of  only  11  per 
cent,  as  against  an  assured  increase  in  cultivation  of  a  considerably 
greater  extent.  The  assessment  as  thus  corrected  should,  I  think,  be 
accepted.  , 

21.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  population  had  increased  since 
Dahir  drole,  tahsil  Pal-    *^?  .  Previous    settlement  by  .two-fifths  and 

wai.  cultivation  by  12  per  cent.  But  in  1881  popula- 

Beport,  section  124  and  ft.  tion  was  found  to  have  fallen  off  by  7  per  cent. 
Revision,  aection  60  (5).  gi^ce  1868,  and  in  1882-83  8  per  cent,  of  the 
cultivated  area  of  settlement  was  not  sown.  Mr.  Ghanning  in  1877 
pratically  left  the  assessment  the  same  as  before,  Rs.  17,634,  against 
Rs.  17,695,  and  in  1883  this  assessment  was  reduced  permanently  by 
Bs.  364  and  temporarily  by  Rs.  1,047,  so  that  the  current  assessment 
is  8  per  cent,  below  the  previous  demand,  and  the  ultimate  assessment 
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Will  fall  short  of  it  by  2  per  cent.     The  average  incidence  per  culti- 
vated acre  is  as  follows  : — 

Be.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...     1     12 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  .„     1      8 

Bedaced  assessment  now  cnrrent  on  area  sown  in 

1882  ...  ...  ...  ...     1      8 

Fnll  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877...  ...     1      8 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cnltivation)— 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  •••8 

Naturally  flooded  ...  ...  ...  14 

Good  and  avearge  land  ...  ...  ...  64 

Bhnr  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

100 
No  special  remarks  appear  to  be  called  for.     There  has  been  no 
reliable  increase  of  cultivation^  and  substantially  the  assessment  is  the 
same  as  before. 

22.     With  the  Punahana  or  Bangar  circle  are  here  included  the 

Bangar      Circle,    tahsil     1«  .plages   transferred   fro^^ 

Firoz^.  which  adjoin,  and  are  similar  to  it.       In  1875 

Report,  section  189.  it  was   estimated  that  the    population   had 

Bevision,  flection  60  (6).      increased  by  nearly  half  and  the  cultivated 

area  by  47  per  cent.      The  census  of  1881  gave  a  decrease  of  14  per 

cent,  on  that  of  1868,  and  in  1882  4  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 

of  settlement  remained  unsown.     The  assessment  was  increased  in 

1877  by  86  per  cent.,   from  Rs.   61,961   to   Rs.  84,153.      This  was 

reduced    in    1883    by    Rs.    8,313  permanently  and  by  Rs.    8,322 

temporarily,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  17  per  cent,  above  that  of 

the  previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  assessment  of   1889   will 

give  an  increase  of  30  per  cent. 

The  average  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as  follows : — 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated           ...  1  10 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated          ...  14 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in 

1882.                    ...                       ...                   ...  1    2 

Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877                ...  13 
The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  : — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells            ...                     ...  3 

Gk)od  and  average  land                      ...                    ...  91 

Bhur                         ...                        ...                    ...  6 

100 
The  increase  in  cultivation  is  very  larffe  (over  40  per  cent.),  and 
it  shrank  little  with  the  troubles  of  1877  and  subsequent  years. 
Moreover,  since  then  a  large  area  of  the  circle  has  been  irrigated 
from  the  Agra  canal,  and  this  irrigation  is  still  increasing.  For  all 
these  reasons  I  think  the  30  per  cent,  increase  of  revenue  contempla- 
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ted  by  the  fall  assessment  of  1889  should  be  approved.  The 
average  incidence  of  the  assessment  will  sfcill  be  considerably  lower 
than  that  of  the  Palwal  Bangar  ;  and  from  Mr.  Channing's   remarks 

I  doubt  whether  this  difiEerence  will  be   con- 
tinued after  the  present  settlement  expires. 

23.  Under  this  name  have  been  combined  the  three  circles, 
Dahri  circle  tahsil  Piroz-  ^^^i^not,  Mandi  Khera  and  Landoha,  which  are 
pur.  K©port,8eotioiil88aiid  aU  situated  in  the  low-ground  of  the  Landoha 
ff.  BeriBion,  Section  60  (7,  valley  between  the  two  hill  ranges^  and 
8, 9),  also  Report,  para  15.  characterized  by  a  considerable  area  of 
naturally  moist  land.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  since  the  previous 
settlement  population  had  increased  by  one-fourth  and  cultivation 
by  one-fifth.  In  1881  population  was  found  to  have  fallen  off  by  6 
per  cent,  since  1868 ;  and  in  J.882,  8  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated 
area  of  settlement  was  not  sown.  The  assessment  was  increased 
in  1877  by  3  per  cent.,  from  Es.  1,02,358  to  Rs.  1,05,368,  and  was 
reduced  in  1883  permanently  by  Rs.  5,717  and  temporarily  by 
Rs.  5,611 ;  so  that  the  demand  now  current  is  8  per  cent,  below  that 
of  the  previous  settlement,  and  the  full  assessment  of  1889  will  give  a 
decrease  of  2  per  cent.  The  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as 
follows: — 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  2     2 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  ...  1  13 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...   1  12 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877         ..•  ...  1  12 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation): — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  ...     3 

Naturally  flooded  ...  ...  ...  32 

Good  and  average  lands  ...  ...  ...  54 

Bhur    ...  ...  ...  ...  •..  11 

The  assessment  of  this  tract  and  of  the  corresponding  tract  in 
tahsil  Nuh  must  have  been  a  very  difficult  task.     It  was   difficult 
with  reference  both  to  the  character  of  the  natural  flood  supply   and 
to  the  character  of  the  agriculturists ;  and   for  the   same   reasons   its 
Beport  section  173  revenue  administration  will  always  need  much 

^^  '  attention.     I  am  not  satisfied  that  either  here 

or  in  the  Nuh  Dahri  a  sufficient  area  has  been  placed  under  fluctuating 
assessment,  but  the  time  when  this  question  could  conveniently  be 
considered  is  past.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  assessment,  as  finally 
adjusted  by  Mr.  Wilson,  should  not  be  sanctioned.  It  differs  little 
from  that  previously  current,  but  is  slightly  lower.  It  would  appear 
from  the  figures  that  in  the  last  30  years  there  has  been  a  substantial 
increase  in  cultivation,  and  that  between  the  years  1875  and  1883  this 
increase  was  variously  stated  at  from  20  per  cent,  to  half  that 
extent ;  but  with  reference  to  Mr.  Channing's  opinion  of  the  pressure 
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Report,  seotionB  172  and    ^^  *^®  expired  settlement  a  claim  for  increase 
186.  on  this  account  appears  to  have  been   rightly 

foregone.  On  the  other  hand  the  evidence  of 
the  renting  value  of  these  Landoha  lands  deserves  to  be  borne  in 
mind.  It  is  probable  that  when  the  time  comes  for  enforcing  the  full 
Heyision,  section  60  (7).  assessment  in  1889  A.  D.,  the  Deputy  Com- 
missioner 8  work  in  this  tract  will  again  be 
peculiarly  difficult.  The  Meo  character  is  likely  to  lead  these  villages 
into  an  attempt  to  take  the  fullest  advantage  of  Grovemment's  recent 
leniency ;  and  they  will  probably  resort  to  underhand  practices  in 
the  hope  of  establishing  permanently  the  reductions  temporarily 
allowed.  I  do  not  desire  to  forejudge  the  case  by  any  remarks  now 
recorded.  But  the  opinion  of  this  tribe  given  in  Mr.  Channing's 
paragraph  173  has  been  held  by  all  officers  who  have  been  closely 
associated  with  them.  And  if  Governments  reasonable  claims  are 
not  asserted  with  firmness  and  discretion,  the  administration  of  the 
district  will  be  permanently  injured  in  its  most  exposed  and  distant 
tract,  and  some  of  the  worst  tendencies  of  the  Meo  character  will  be 
strengthened. 

24.  In  1875  the  Settlement  Officer  estimated  that  since  the 
Bhuder,  tahsil  Firozpur.  previous  settlement  population  had  increased 
Report,  section  188.  by  One-fifth  and  cultivation  by  one-third.     In 

Bevision,  section  60  (10).  1881  it  was  found  that  population  had  faUen 
off  since  1868  by  7  per  cent.,  and  in  1882  20  per  cent.,  of  the  culti- 
vated area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  The  assessment  was 
increased  in  1877  by  10  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  44,438  to  Rs.  49,042,  and 
was  reduced  in  1883  permanently  by  Rs.  3,910  and  temporarily  by 
Rs.  4,146,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  8  per  cent,  below  that  of  the 
previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  demand  of  1889  will  give  an 
increase  of  2  per  cent.  The  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is  as 
follows : — 

Re.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  1  9 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  1  4 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  ...  1  5 

Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877        ...  .'.'  1  2 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  : — 
Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...     6 

Naturally  flooded       ...  ...  ...     6 

Good  and  average  land        . . :  ...  ...  28 

Bhur         ...  ...  ...  60 

100 
The  adjustments  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  this  circle  were 
evidently  of  a  very  liberal  character.  At  the  present  moment  the  circle 
is  paying  8  per  cent,  less  than  it  did  before  the  new  settlement  was 
made,  and  even  when  the  full  assessment  is  enforced  in  1889  the 
revenue  will  not  exceed,  materially,  that  which  has  been  paid  during 
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the  past  40  years^  tboagh  cuUivation  has  increased  by  a  considerable 
amonnt.  On  the  other  hand^  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  inci- 
dence of  the  assessment  is  higher  than  that  of  the  corresponding 
circle  in  tahsil  Palwal.  As  Iregards  the  character  and  probable 
attitude  of  the  landowners  the  same  remarks  applj^  as  made  by 
me  concerning  the  previous  circle  (Uahri)  of  this  tahsil. 

25.  In  1875  Mr.  Channing  estimated  that  the  population  had 
Bangar  circle,  tahsil  Nuh.  increased  Since  the  previous  settlement  by  53 
Beport,  section  217.  per  cent,  and  cultivation  by  39  per  cent.  In 
Berision,  section  60  (12).     1881  it  was  found  that  population  had   fallen 

off  by  18  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  6  per  cent.,  of  the  culti- 
vated area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  The  assessment  was 
raised  in  1877  by  29  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  81,373  to  Rs.  1,04,692,  and 
in  1888  this  was  reduced  permanently  by  Rs.  4,191  and  temporarily 
by  Rs.  9,793.  The  increase  of  the  current  assessment  over  that  of 
the  previous  settlement  is  therefore  1 1  per  cent.,  rising  to  24  per 
cent,  in  1889.  The  average  incidence  of  the  assessment  per  culti- 
vated acre  is  as  follows  : — 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated 
Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated 
Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  soTtn  in  1882. 
Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation)  : — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  ...  ...     2 

Gk)od  and  average  land '  ...  ...  ...  90 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     8 

100 

The  result  of  the  reassessment  is  to  leave  this  circle  paying  the 
same  average  incidence  as  the  adjoining  Bangar  of  Firozpur,  but  3 
annas  per  acre  lower  than  that  of  Palwal.  As  in  the  other  Bangar 
circles,  canal  irrigation  has  since  1877  been  extended  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  its  area,  and  further  extensions  are  probable.  So  far  as  the 
ultimate  assessment  will  yield  an  increase  of  24  per  cent,  on  the 
former  revenue,  the  result  may  be  accepted  as  satisfactory.  But  the 
increase  of  cultivation  has  been  very  large  and  is  well  established ; 
and  with  reference  both  to  this  circumstance  and  to  the  new  advan- 
tages arising  from  the  Agra  canal,  I  think  that  Mr.  Channing's 
increase  of  29  per  cent,  might  have  been  retained. 

26.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that  the  population  had  increased 
Bahar  circle,  tahsil  Nuh.  since  the  previous  Settlement  by  one-third 
Seport,  section  216.  and  the  cultivation  by  half.  The  census  of 
ReTision,  section  60  (13).     isgi  showed  a  falling  off  of   population  of  9 

per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  it  was  found  that  12  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  had  remained  unsown.  The 
assessment  was  increased  in  1877  by  24  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  93,000  to 
Rs.  1^15,097,  and  in  18^3  it  was  reduced  permanently  by  Rs.  11^861 
and  temponuily  by  Rs.  11,450,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  one  per 
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cent,  below  that  of  the  previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate 
demand  vrill  give  an  increase  of  11  per  cent.  The  avera^jo  iucidcnco 
per  acre  of  cultivation  is — 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then   cultivated 
Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated 
Reduced  assessment  novr  current  on  area  sown  in  1882 
Pull  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation)  :— 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells 

Naturally  flooded 

G^ood  and  average  unirrigated 

Bhur 

100 

The  incidence  of  the  assessment  is  25  per  cent,  below  that  of  the 
Dahri  circle  of  tahsil  Firozpnr,  and  the  land  no  doubt  is  mnch  in- 
ferior. Nevertheless  the  data  before  us  (the  increase  of  cultivation  and 
cultivating  lands)  go  to  show  that  the  resources  of  the  circle  are  now 
much  larger  than  they  were  at  last  settlement ;  and  the  increase 
which  will  accrue  in  1889,  11  per  cent.,  is  small  as  compared  with 
Report  ■eotion  216  *'^®  increase  in  resources.     I  fear  that  the  area 

placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  is  not  as 
large  as  the  circumstances  of  the  tract  really  required.  Revenue 
management  in  this  part  of  the  tahsil  will  always  be  difficult ;  and 
my  remarks  as  regards  the  character  and  attitude  ^of  the  owners  of 
the  Dahri  circle  in  Firozpur  apply  equally  to  those  of  this  circle. 

27.     In   1^75  it  was  estimated  that  population  had  increased  by 

Taoru  circle,  tahsil  Nnh.      one-fourth  and  cultivation  by  one-third  since 

Eeport,  section  215.  the    previous    settlement.     In    1881    it  was 

Revision,  section  60(14;.     found  that  population  was  about  the  same  as 

in  1868,  but  in  1882  11  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement 

remained  unsown.     The  assessment  was  raised  in  1877  by  23  per 

cent.,  from  Rs.  31,566  to  Rs.  38,988,  and  in  1883  this  was  reduced 

permanently  by  Rs.  2,091  and  temporarily  by  Rs.  2,941.     The  current 

demand  is  7  per  cent,  above  that  of  the  previous  settlement,  and  that 

of  1889  will  give  an  increase  of  17  per  cent.     The  average  incidence 

per  cultivated  acre  is — 

Re.  A. 
Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...       1     0 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...       0  15 

Reduced  assessment  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882       0  15 
Full  assessment  due  in  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...       0  14 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation)  :  — 

Actually  irrigated  from  wells  ...  •••  ...       7 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  ...     70 

Bhur     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     23 

too" 
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As  the  soil  is  light  and  the  surface  nneyen^  and  seeing  that  in  the 
bad  years  the  cnltivation  shrank  to  an  area  exceeding  that  of  last  settle- 
ment by  only  20  per  cent.,  the  17  per  cent,  increase  of  revenue  which 
will  be  secured  in  1889  appears  to  be  sufficient.  ITie  owners  are 
MeoB. 

28.  These  three  assessment  circles  which  form  the  south-eastern 

8ohiiA,  Paharand  Sailani    portion  of  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  may  conyeniently 

oirelea,  tabflil  Gnxgaon.  be   grouped   together.     In  1876   it  was  esti- 

^eport,B6otioiui24i,242,     ^^^^^  ^^^^    ^-^^^    ^j^^    previous    settlement 

Sovision,  section  60  (15,  population  had  increased  oy  nearly  one-fourth 
16,  17).  and  cultivation  by  one-half.     The  census  of 

1881  showed  an  increase  of  6  per  cent,  in  population  since  1868,  and 
in  1882  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained 
unsown.  In  1877  the  assessment  was  increased  by  22  per  cent.,  from 
Be.  44,611  to  Bs.  54,585,  but  this  was  reduced  in  1888  to  Rs.  62,542 
permanently,  and  a  further  temporary  reduction  was  given  of  Bs. 
2,740,  so  that  the  current  demand  is  an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  over 
the  previous  assessment,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  give  an 
increase  of  18  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is 
as  follows: — 

Re.  A. 
Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...       14 

Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated  ...       1     2 

Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882   ...       1     1 
Full  demand  of  1889  on  area  of  1877         ...  ...       11 

The  soils  are  mainly  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  total  cultivation): — 

Actually  irrigated  froin  wells  ...  ...  ...  4 

Natui-allv  flooded   ...                 ...  ...  ...  10 

Good  and  average  land             ...  ...  ...  40 

Bhur    ...                ...                ...  ...  ...  46 

100 
The  increase  of  cultivation,  though  apparently  over  40  per  cent., 
has  occurred  principally  in  poor  sandy  land;  and  if  the  ultimate 
increase  of  18  per  cent,  is  realised.  Government's  claims  will,  I  think, 
have  been  sufficiently  met.  The  increase  will  be  almost  entirely  in 
Ghaks  Sohna  and  Pahar,  and  very  little  in  Ghak  Sailani. 

29.  These  three  circles  may  be  conveniently  grouped  together 
«      1.1.  fl.i--      J     ^^^  ^^®^  ^^  which  the  chief  characteristic  is 

KiS^STi-^^G^  *^«  i»Tg«  ^^^  «^  ^«rior  sandy  hillocks.  In 
gaon.  1875  it  was  estmiated  that  since  the  previous 

Beport,8ectioii8  23S|  239,  settlement  population  had  increased  by  three- 
^*Bim«ion  section  60  (21  ^^^^^^s  ^^^  cultivation  by  one-fifth.  The 
22, 23).     '  census    of   1881    showed    a    falling    off  of 

population  by  7  per  cent,  since  1868,  and 
in  1882,  29  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement 
remained  misown.  In  1877  the  assessment  was  increased  by  16  per 
cent,  from  Rs.  48,349  to  Rs.  55,987,  and  in  1883  this  was  reduced 
permanexrtly  to  Rs.  53,302,  a  further  temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  4,950 
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being  granted.  Thus  tlie  current  demand  is  almost  exactly  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  settlement,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  give  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  acre  of  cultiva- 
tion is — 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated 
Assessment  of  1877  od  area  then  cultivated' 
Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882  . . . 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877    ... 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation): — 

Actually  in-igated  by  wells 
Naturally  flooded   ... 
Gt>od  and  average  land 
Bhur     ... 

100 

Apparently  there  has  been  a  large  increase  of  population,  and  an 
increase  in  cultivation  of  perhaps  one-fifth.  But  in  tne  bad  years  a 
large  area  bore  no  crop,  a  result  which,  considering  the  poor  character  of 
much  of  the  land,  is  not  sui*prising.  And  if  in  1889  the  contemplated 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  can  be  realised,  I  consider  that  Government's 
claims  will  have  been  sufficiently  asserted. 

80.     These  two  adjacent  circles  may  conveniently  be  grouped 

GuTffaon  and  adoininir     ^^^^^^^^^r,  the  chief  difEerence  between  them 

Daha^^leaT  tahsiro^-     being  that  the  circle  adjoining  Dahar  is  more 

gaon.  Report,  sections  244,     moist  than  the  higher-lying  Gurgaon  circle. 

as'  ig^"^"""'  '^''*'''"  ^  -"-^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  estimated  that  since  the  previ- 
^    '     ^'  ous  settlement  population  had  ^increased  by 

one-third  and  cultivation  by  6  per  cent.  The  census  of  1881  showed 
an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  in  population  since  1868,  and  in  1882  only 
2  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  In 
18/7  the  assessment  was  increased  by  4  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  46,804  to 
Bs.  48,767,  which  was  reduced  in  1883  permanently  to  Rs.  48,070 
and  by  Rs.  553  temporarily.  Thus  the  current  demand  is  an  increase 
over  the  former  assessment  of  2  per  cent.,  and  the  ultimate  demand 
will  be  an  increase  of  3  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  acre  of 
cultivation  is — 

Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated 
Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated 
Reduced  demand  now  current  on  area  sown  in  1882 
Full  assessment  of  1889  on  area  of  1877 

The  soils  are  mainly  as  follows  (per  cent,  of  total  cultivation): — 

Actually  irrigated  by  wells  ...  ...  ...  9 

Naturally  flooded     ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Good  and  average  land  ...  ...  ...  75 

Bhur                         ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

100 


le. 

A, 

1 

4 

1 

4, 

I 

4, 

1 

4 
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This  part  of  the  district  appears  to  have  suffered  little  in  the 
bad  years.  There  has  been  little  increase  in  cultivation  or  in  as- 
sessment. Mr.  Ghanning's  assessment  in  many  instances  gave  a 
reduction^  and  substantially  it  remains  unaltered.  The  average 
incidence  is  not  higher  than  the  fairly  good  and  moist  character  of 
the  soil  justifies. 

31.  These  three  circles  are  characterised  by  a  considerable  area 
Dahr,  Sahibi  and  Bahora  of  land  naturally  flooded  by  the  Indori  and 
Sahibi  streams.  In  1875  it  was  estimated  that 
since  the  previous  settlement  population  had 
increased  by  half  and  cultivation  by  one- 
fourth.  In  1881  it  was  found  that  population 
had  fallen  off  by  9  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  16  per  cent,  of 
the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.  In  1^77  the 
assessment  was  raised  by  12  per  cent.,  from  Rs.  61,699  to  Rs.  58,093 ; 
and  in  1883  this  was  reduced  permanently  to  Rs.  56,349,  a  further 
temporary  reduction  of  Rs.  3,930  being  granted. 

In  these  figures,  both  former  and  present,  the  area  under  fluctuat- 
ing assessments  is  omitted. 

The  current  demand  is  therefore  an  increase  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  former  assessment,  and  the  ultimate  demand  of  1889  will  give  an 
increase  of  9  per  cent.  The  average  incidence  per  cultivated  acre  is 
as  foUows :  — 


circles,  tahsil  Gnrgaon, 
Report,  tectioiifl  337,  240, 

247. 

Beviflion,  section  60  (20, 

24,  25.) 


Total. 

Chak 
Bahora. 

Chak 
Sahibi. 

Chak 
Dahar  or 
Jhil. 

Re. 

A. 

Re.  A. 

Re.  A. 

Rs.  A. 

Assessment  of  1842  on 

area  then  cnltivated 

1 

12 

1      9 

1      7 

2    9(1) 

Assessment  of  1877  on 

• 

area  then  cultivated 

1 

9 

1      6 

1      9 

1  13  (2) 

Reduced    demand    now 

current  on  area  sown  in 

1882           

1 

11 

I      8 

1     11 

2    0  (2) 

Full  assessment  of  1889 

on  area  of  1877     

1 

8 

1      5 

1      9 

1  12  (2) 

(1).    Including  land  now  under  flnetnating  assessment. 
(2).    Excluding  land  now  nnder  fluctuating  assessment. 
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S3.     As  the  rest  of  tahsil  Rewari  is^  broadly  speakings  of  much  the 

Bamaining    cirolBB    of    sapje  general  character,  the  remaining  circles 

tahsil  Eewari.  Will  DC  grouped   together  here.     In   1875  it 

Report,  section  273.  was  estimated  that  since  the  previous  settle* 

B«vi8ion.Seo.60(28to84).     ^^^j^^  population  had  increased  by  one-third 

and  cultivation  by  nearly  one-fourth.     In  1881  population  was  found 

to  have  fallen  off  by  4  per  cent,  since  1868,  and  in  1882  15  per  cent,  of 

the  cultivated  area  of  settlement  remained  unsown.     The  assessment 

was  increased  in  1877,  from  Rs.  1,99,919  to   Rs.  2,01,561,  so  that  it 

was  practically  left  as  Vefore ;  this  was  permanently  reduced  in  1883 

to  Rs.  1,97,881,  a  further   temporary   reduction   of  Rs.  14.837  being 

granted.     Thus  the  current  demand  is  8  per  cent,  below  the  former 

assessment,  and  the  ultimate  demand  will  be  a  decrease  of  one  per  cent. 

The  average  incidence  per  acre  of  cultivation  is — 

Re.  A. 
Assessment  of  1842  on  area  then  cultivated  ...  16 
Assessment  of  1877  on  area  then  cultivated        ...         13 

Reduced  demands  now  current  on  area  sown 

in  1882  ...  ...  ...         14 

Full  demand  of  1889  on  area  of  1877  ...         12 

The  soils  are  as  follows  (per  cent,  on  whole  cnlti vat^d  area)  : — 

Actually  irrigated  from   wells  ...         15 

Gkxxl  and  average  land  ...  ...        34 

Bhur  .,.  ...  ...        51 

The  average  incidence  may  be  compared  with  the  incidence  of 
revenue  on  cultivation  in  the  neighbouring  tahsil  of  Jhajjar,  viz., 
Re.  1-1.  Jhajjar  has  in  comparison  with  Rewari  a  larger  area  of  good 
soil,  but  a  smaller  proportion  of  well  irrigation.  Substantially, 
saving  the  temporary  reduction  of  8  per  cent,  granted  to  meet  present 
distress,  the  assessment  remains  unaltered.  The  tract  is  a  broad 
sandy  expanse  with  a  light  and  not  well-assured  rainfall.  I  feel 
some  doubts  how  far  the  reported  increase  in  cultivation  is  real ;  and 
the  irrigated  crops  being  chiefly  barley  and  the  unirrigated  crops 
bajra  and  pulses,  I  feel  sure  that  the  assessment  is  sufficiently  high. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  should  not  remain,  after  1889,  lower  than  the 
sum  which  was  paid  successfully  up  to  the  year  1877. 

In  the  following  table  I  place   in  juxta-position  the  rates  of  the 
CompariBon      of    rates     former  and  present  settlement.     It  will  be 
of  former  and  present  set-     seen  that  the  instances  are  few  in  which  both 
tlement.  the  maximum  and  minimum  rate  on  any  given 

soil  of  each  tahsil  as  assessed  by  Mr.   Channing  is  not  lower  than 
was  oonsidered  a  fair  standard  in  A.  D.  1842. 
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S€tiUmMtoflS42. 

New  S^tUment. 

Tfthsil. 

Soil. 

Babi  per 
acre. 

Soil. 

Rabi  per  acre. 

From 

To 

Falwal    ... 

Irrigated  by  wells. 
Khadir 

Unirrigated»      ex- 
cept Bhor 
Bhor 

3   80 
112  0 

]    00 
1    10 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Ghiknot,  Namot  and 
Magda               ^ 
Bhur 

212  0 
2   40 

1    60 
014  0 

2   80 
2   20 

1   00 
012  0 

Firoipnr  ... 

Irrigated  bv  wells. 
Dahri 
Unirrigated  other 

than  Bhor 
Bhnp 

B.A.E.A. 
3  10  to  38 
82to2  0 

20tolll 
IStoOU 

Irrigated  by  welU ... 

Dahri 

Ghiknot,  Narmot  and 

Magda 
Bhor 

8  80 
2  80 

1120 
1  20 

2   80 
2   00 

1    10 
014  0 

Kuh 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Ohiknot,    Narmot 
andKagda       ... 
Bhur 

40to20 
38to20 

112tol0 
12to01d 

Irrigated  by  wells  ••• 

Dahri 

Ghiknot,  Narmot  and 

Magda 
Bhur 

210  0 
2   00 

1    70 
010  6 

2   80 
112  0 

014  0 
0   90 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Ghiknot,    Narmot 
andMagda       ... 
Bhur 

4  0  to  2  4 
8dto22 

llOtoOU 
OlOtoOll 

Irrigated  by  wells  ... 

Dahri 

Ghiknot,  Narmot  and 

Magda 
Bhur 

8  00 
2  80 

1  80 
0120 

2  40 
1  80 

018  0 
0  90 

B«wari     ... 

Irrigated  by  wells 
Dahri 

Ghiknot,    Karmot 
andMagda 
Bhur 

40to38 

1  6  to  1  3 
014to013 

Irrigated  by  wells 

Dahri 

Ghiknot;  Narmot  and 

Magda 
Bhur 

8   00 
1100 

1    80 
012  0 

240 
180 

1  00 
0100 

And  in  order^  if  possible^  to  test  more  completely  the  relation  of 
Mr.  Channing's  assessment  to  the  former  revenue  rates^  I  have 
applied  them  to  the  area  cnltivated  in  1882^  that  is  to  sa^,  to  tho 
coltiyation  as  it  stood  after  6  years'  of  trouble.    The  result  is  shown 

below- 
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Bat«i  offormei'  iettUmmt  appKed  to  actual  ifrigtMon  and  ouliioaiion 

0/1882-83. 


Tahsil. 

Area  actually 

caltivated   in 

1882-83. 

Old  revenae 
rates  applied 
to  tkis  area. 

total  assess- 
ment. 

Paiwti 
Firospnr 
Nnh 
Chugaon 

Acres. 
1,91,000 
1,50,000 
1,86,000 
1,57,000 
1,90,000 

Bs. 
3.07,875 
2,09,700 
2,82,000 
1,»9,800 
2,90,500 

Bs. 

2,85,482 
2,38,563 
2,59,809 
2,17,432 
2,76,827 

Total 

8,74,000 

12,89,875 

12,78,113 

Concerning  the  figures  for  the  Firozpur  tahsil  there  is  some 
doubt  whether  the  results  of  the  old  revenue  rates  are  not  under- 
stated. But  the  statement  as  a  whole  favours  the  conclusion  that  the 
revised  assessment  as  first  made  involved  no  departure  from'  the 
standard  of  assessment  applied  in  1842,  and  that,  though  prices  have 
^^^.  ,  jg       risen  much,  the  incidence  of  assessment  was 

BsTifion.  paragrap  .  ^^^  raised  by  Mr.  Ohanning  in  a  correspond- 
ing degree.  Afortioriilie  tabid  lends  support  to  the  conclusion 
ihat  the  full  assessment  as  finally  fixed  by  Mr.  Wilson  can  properly 
be  levied  at  the  conclusion  of  the  7  year  period  of  reduction. 


85.    In  the  Punjab  Government's  recent  review  of  the  Delhi 
Aan&mnti  of  th    re    -     Settlement  Beport  the  graeral  agreement  of 


IBM  latos  with  those  sdop- 
tod  ia  Delhi  and  Bohtak. 

Ftoagraph  9  of  Punjab 
Oofvmmont's  Ptooeedingt 
Ui^  datod  88i4  JuM  1885. 


the  revenue  rates  of  the  Delhi,  Gurgaon  and 
Bohtak  district  was  pointed  out.  The 
Bewari  tahsil,  which  is  not  mentioned 
in  those  orders,  compares  witii  the  adjacent 
tahsil  of  Jhajjar,  as  foUows  :— 
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BiWiBI. 

JHAJJAIt, 

Ba. 

B». 

Imgaied      bj 

wells 

3     to2i 

Lrigated    hy    wrila 

3     to 

8 

PfOiri 

••• 

lit  to  U 

Dahri 

H 

TJnirrigfttAdy 
Bhiir 

except 

••• 

li  to    I 

Unirrigated,    Moept 
Bhur                    „. 

lAto 

if 

Bli« 

••• 

i-  to« 

Bhar 

i   to 

H 

incidenoe  afreTanne  in  S6.    The    adjacent  tracts    in    Mathra, 

Adjacent  traoto    in    the    Aligarh  and  Bolundslialir  are  believed  to  be 
North  Western  Provinoos.     g^geessed  considerably  higher  than  the  Qur- 


gaon  distoiot.    For  examp] 


gner  tJ 
pie  : — 


Pargana. 

Bats  pbb  Acri. 

District. 

Irrigated  land. 

I7mrrig«t*d 
lanS. 

Aligarh 

Jewar 
Khair 
Eosi 

Bs. 

5^  to    2 

6     to    2i 
9     to    3| 

Ba. 
2    to    1 

2i  to    1 

4    to    li 

As  most  of  my  experience  belongs    to  the  west  of  the  Pnnji^b^ 

__     1       1   *         *      where  the  incidence  of  the  revenue  is  lighter 

J^S^^Sm"^  ■*       than  in  the  old  Delhi  districts,  it  is  natural 

that  I  should  regard  Mr.  ChauAixig's  n^s 


L^- 
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as  sufficiently  higli ;  but  I  do  not  see  on  the  reports  submitted  any 
ground  for  lowering  them  ;  nor  unless  we  are  to  ignore  the  agricul- 
tural history  of  the  country  from  A.  D.  1842  to  1877,  does  it  seem 
likely  that  at  the  close  of  the  7  year  period  of  reduction  the  district 
at  large  will  be  unable  to  pay  the  full  assessment  as  finally  fixed  by 
Mr.  Wilson. 

37.      The    area  placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  has  been 
Fluotimtinga.«e«8«ent8.    restricted  as  closely  as  was  possible.    Portions 
BeTision,  paraa.  62,  es.    of  seven  villages  m  the  Nuh  and  firozpur 
Keport,  seotionB  198, 220,    tahsils,  and  of  five  villages  in  the    Gurgaon 
^^»^^^-  tahsil   (on  the   Najafgarh  jhil),  have    been 

thus  treated.  The  average  income  is  something  over  Rs.  10,000  per 
annum.  The  revised  rates  proposed  for  the  Eotla  jhil  villages  have 
Pnnjab  Ooyernment's  been  sanctioned,  but  the  term  during  which 
No.  62,  dated  5th  Novem.  they  should  run  was  left  open  pending  sub- 
^'18^-  mission  of  the  final  report.    I  concur  with 

Mr.  Wilson  in  recommending  that  the  rates  of  these  villages  be  sanc- 
tioned for  7  years  only  (ending  rabi  1889),  at  the  end  of  which  term 
they  should  be  reconsidered.  After  consulting  the  Deputy  Com- 
Bemiasions  for  aabmer-  ™^sioner,  Mr.  Maconachie,  I  do  not  recom- 
tion.  mended  the  modification  of  the  existing  con- 

Eepoart,  sections  220, 300.     dition  of  fixed  assessment  in  villages  liable  to 
Eevision,  para.  61.  submersion  suggested  by  Mr.   Wilson.    The 

Question  is,  as  observed  by  him,  not  free  from  difficulty ;  and  it  is 
aoubtf  ul  whether  the  rule  as  it  stands  (and  much  less  that  proposed) 
is  fair  to  Government,  for  the  crop  next  following  seasons  of  sub- 
mersion is  always  a  very  rich  one.  If  necessary,  the  matter  can  be 
reconsidered  in  1889,  when  the  report  on  the  enforcement  of  the  full 
assessments  is  submitted. 

Final   opinion   on   the  88.    On  the  above  review  of  these  assess- 

oharaoter  of  the  assess-  ment  operation  I  have  no  hesitation  in  en- 
»«»*•  dorsing  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Lyall  in 

in  February  1883. 

''  Mr.  Lyall  does  not  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  assess  the 
''  Gurgaon  district,  so  that  partial  suspensions  would  not  be  advis- 
''  able  for  a  large  number  of  villages  (particularly  those  held  by 
<'  Meos),  even  on  the  first  occasion  of  total  failure  of  harvest,  and 
''  remission  after  famine  years  or  repeated  years  of  very  poor  harvests. 
''  As  to  the  character  of  the  late  settlement,  if  cases  of  what  seems  to 
''  have  been  too  great  enhancement  are  put  aside,  Mr.  Lyall  finds  it 
''  not  easy  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  pitch  of  the  settlement  as 
''  a  whole  compared  with  that  of  other  settlements  in  the  Punjab 
''  proper,  the.  Financial  Commissioner  thinks  that  Mr.  Channing  is 
''  right  in  characterising  it  as  full  for  the  Punjab ;  but,  on  the  other 
*'  hand,  does  not  consider  it  to  be  very  full.  Mr.  Lyall  thinks  it  must 
"  be  lighter  than  Mr.  Barnes'  settlement  was  when  made,  but  there  is 
''not  the  room  which  at  the  date  of  that  settlement  existed  for 
''  improvement  by  cultivation  of  waste,  and  the  number  of  proprietors' 
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"seriously  crippled  by  mdebtedneas,  had  probably  also  much 
"  increased  :  before  Mr.  Barnes'  time  they  had  littie  credit.  In  say- 
"  ing  that  Mr.  Channing^s  assessment  is  lighter  than  Mr.  Barnes' 
/'  when  first  imposed^  ]&&.  Lyall  means  that  he  believes  that^  owing  to 
"  a  large  increase  in  average  prices  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
'^  average  area  of  cultivation,  the  value  of  the  net  produce  has 
"  increased  in  an  infinitely  higher  ratio  than  the  enhancement  of 
'^ assessment:  he  thinks,  in  fact,  that  Mr.  Channing's  half  assets 
"  assessment  must  be  at  least  as  much  below  the  average  value  of 
"  the  lialf  net  produce  of  these  times  as  Mr.  Barnes'  was  below  the 
''  two-thirds  net  produce  of  his  days ;  but  Mr.  Barnes  was  giving 
''  great  reductions  to  a  people  inured  to  pay  all  that  could  be  paid  out 
'^  of  a  demand  too  heavy  to  be  collected  in  full  with  any  regularity, 
"  and  the  result  of  course  was  great  relief." 

I  think  it  may  be  said  confidently  that  Mr.  Channing's  assess- 
ment was  not  as  a  whole  otherwise  than  a  moderate  assertion  of  what 
was  due  to  Grovemment,  and  that  the  trouble  which  succeeded  its 
introduction  was  caused  by  very  exceptional  agricultural  distress- 
distress  aggravated  by  the  unwillingness  of  the  revenue  authorities  to 
'grant  liberal  and  timely  suspensions.  The  distress  brought  into 
strong  light  such  faults  as  the  over-estimate  of  well  irrigation, 
and  other  points  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  notice,  and  it  gave 
rise  to  an  opinion,  in  which  I  do  not  myself  entirely  concur,  that  the 
total  area  of  cultivation  had  been  over-estimated.  It  is  good  that 
these  faults  have  been  exposed ;  but  it  was  the  succession  of  bad  sea- 
sons and  not  these  errors  of  assessment  that  affected  the  stability  of 
the  assessment. 

89.    On  the  merits  of  the  measures  of  relief  adopted  in  1883,  it 

Eemi.Bion.andr«iactiana.     J^^^^^ ^P^^?;^  ^  ^%*^  fT^'l^  ?^T^' 
When  Mr.  Wilson  was  first  directed  to  deal 

with  the  distress,  he  urged  that  remissions  and  suspensions  were  re- 
quired, but  not  permanant  reduction  of  assessment.  The  Financial 
Commissioner  did  not  agree  to  this  view,  and  wrote  as  follows  :*- 

''  The  Financial  Commissioner  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  policy 
''  of  announcing  at  first  all  reductions  as  temporary,  leaving  it  open 
"  to  the  Government  to  take  the  jama  fixed  at  settlement  at  the  end 
"  of  the  term  for  which  temporary  reduction  is  announced,  even  in  the 
''  case  of  villages  for  which  permanent  reductions  are  now  proposed. 
''  Mr.  Lyall  doubts  if  it  will  be  possible  to  judge  so  much  better  at 
'^  the  end  of  the  term  than  now  the  power  of  the  village  to  pay  the 
''  full  assessment  imposed  by  the  Settlement  Officer,  and  new  officers 
"  will  then  be  in  office  less  acquainted  perhaps  with  the  facts  than  the 
''  present  Settlement  Officer,  Deputy  Commissioner,  Commissioner  and 
"  Financial  Commissioner.  Mr.  Lyall,  therefore,  is  in  favour  of  an« 
"  nouncing  certain  reductions  at  once  as  permanent  and  others  as  tem<> 
''  porary,  and  holding  thereafter  to  what  is  announced  as  far  as  possi- 
"ble.  Nothing  should,  in  Mr.  Lyall's  opinion,  be  said  to  thezamindars 
"  of  any  intention  to  continue  the  temporary  reductions  in  part  or  whole 
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'^  after  the  term  for  which  thej  are  now  giyen  oat,  unless  the  Deputy 
"  Commissioner  can  certify  that  the  Tillage  is  able  to  bear  the  increase; 
''  that  should  be  merely  an  instruction  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner. 
*'  Mr.  Lyall  would  not  announce  a  reduction  as  temporary  unless  that 
''  there  is  now  good  reason  to  beliere  that  it  ought  to  be  temporary 
"  only:  in  case  of  serious  doubt  as  to  whether  the  reduction  will  not 
^*  be  required  permanently,  Mr.  Lyall  would  at  once  announce  it  for 
''  the  term  of  settlement.  Mr.  Lyall  wants,  in  fact,  to  decide  as  much 
"  as  possible  at  once  and  to  lessen  as  much  as  possible  the  work  at 
"  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  temporary  reductions  are  given. 
''  Unless  some  remissions  are  now  g^ven  out  as  permanant  aud  others 
''  as  temporary,  the  samindars  will  perhaps  hardly  beliere  that  the 
*'  temporary  reductions  will  really  be  only  temporary ;  and  Mr.  Lyall 
"  hopes  and  believes  that  if  permanent  reductions  are  now  liberally 
''  declared,  there  will  be  few  cases  of  temporary  reduction  in  which 
^^  at  the  end  of  the  term,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  will  not  be  able  to 
"  certify  that  the  village  is  fit  to  pay  the  full  jama. 

*^  With  reference  to  the  question  of  what  villages  should  be  grant- 
''  ed  temporarv  and  what  vulages  permanent  reductions  of  jama,  I 
'^  am  to  remark  that  Mr.  Lyall's  view  is  that,  as  a  rule,  permanent  re- 
''  ductions  for  term  of  settlement  should  now  be  eiven  only  to  villages 
"  in  which,  at  the  recent  settlement,  a  considerable  enhancement  was 
''taken.  There  will  be  a  few  exceptions  to  this  rule  in  the  case  of 
'^  villages  whose  jama  is  much  above  circle  rates  without  any  apparent 
"  justification,  and  which  ure  now  in  a  really  bad  condition ;  but  such 
'^  exceptions  will,  Mr.  Lyall  thinks,  be  very  few  in  number.  Except- 
'^  ing  these  few  cases,  proposals  for  permanent  reduction  should  Mr. 
'^  Lyall  thinks,  be  confined  at  present  to  the  case  of  villages  whose  jamas 
"  were  raised  to  a  degree  which  now  seems  to  have  been  unadvisable 
'*  or  of  doubtful  expediency.  There  will  no  doubt  be  other  cases  in 
'^  which,  though  there  was  no  considerable  enhancement  and  no  ap- 
'^  parent  semblance  of  over-assessment,  yet  looking  to  the  present 
"  state  of  the  village,  it  may  seem  doubtf id  whether  it  will  be  able  for 
"  a  long  time  to  come  to  pay  a  fair  jama  without  injury.  In  these 
"  cases  it  will,  Mr.  Lyall  thinks,  be  sufficient  to  give  temporary  reduc- 
"  tions  for  seven  years,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  district  authorities  to 
''  propose  further  temporary  reductions  at  the  end  of  that  time  :  it  can 
'*  be  recorded  in  the  village  note-book  or  dsewhere  that  these  are 
"  doubtful  cases." 

The  instructions  actually  issued  by  the  Punjab  Government  ^rere 
to  the  following  effect:— 

''  In  the  present  condition  of  the  villages  it  will  be  next  to  impos- 
''  sible  to  determine  whether  the  increase  taken  nearly  six  years  ago 
"  was  so  considerable  as  to  entitle  them  to  a  permanent  reduction. 
''  In  the  great  majority  of  villages  Mr.  Channing  took  an  enhance- 
''  ment ;  and  matters  mtve  now  passed  beyond  the  stage  at  which  the 
''  pressure  of  Mr.  Channing's  original  assessment  can  be  a  suitable 
^  index  of  ike  measure  of  relief  required.    Whatarer  be  ike  .causes 
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''  of  present  distress  in  any  villagej  whether  orer-assessmentj  dronffht, 
"  loss  of  cattle,  famine,  pestilence  or  any  or  all  of  these,  the  problem 
"  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  viUage  as  it  now  stands,  aild  to 
''judge,  upon  present  facts,  whether,  in  the  course  of  a  short  period 
"  of  years,  it  could  fairly  be  expected  to  pay  the  assessment  imposed 
''  npon  it  at  settlement,  or  whether  it  must  be  relieved  by  a  reduction 
"  of  assessment  for  the  whole  of  the  current  term.  If  a  given  village 
"  cannot  pay  the  assessment  now,  the  demand  must  be  reduced  ;  and 
"  if  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  village  being  able  tg  pay  the  full  oriffi- 
"  nal  demand  or  some  slight  increase  over  the  reduced  demand  witn- 
"  in  a  reasonable  number  of  years,  the  reduction  must  be  made  for 
''term  of  settlement.  Briefly,  the  present  condition  of  the  village  and 
"  the  probability  or  improbability  of  its  recovering  sufficiently  to  pay 
"  a  lifctle  increase  should  be  the  main  considerations  in  determining 
"  whether  the  reductions  should  be  permanent  or  temporary. 

''  On  this  subject  no  more  precise  instructions  seem  to  the  Lieute* 
"  nant-Gk)vernor  to  be  required.  It  may,  however,  be  added  that 
"  henceforward  there  will  be  no  necessity  to  use,  in  this  connection, 
"  the  terms  permanent  and  temporary,  which  may,  indeed,  have  a 
"  misleading  effect.  Reductions  which  are  not  made  for  the  whole 
"  term  of  settlement  should  be  made  for  periods  of  7  or  5  years  as 
"  proposed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner,  and  announced  definitely 
"  for  such  periods  only.  In  all  such  cases  it  would  be  an  instruction 
"  to  the  local  officers  that  the  reductions  granted  for  7  or  5  years 
"  shall  be  prolonged  until  the  Deputy  Commissioner  can  certify  that 
"  the  villages  can  bear  any  increase  which  may  then  be  proposed  for 
"  them.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  quite  concurs  with  the  Financial 
"  Commissioner  that  there  is  no  need  to  make  any  announcement  to 
"  the  people  upon  this  point.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  further  fully 
"  agrees  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  in 
"  your  7th  paragraph  that  endeavours  should  be  made  to  finally  deter- 
"  mine  as  many  cases  as  possible  at  the  present  time.  The  question 
"  whether  some  large  and  more  numerous  reductions  for  term  of  set- 
"  dement  should  not  be  given  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  than  have  so  far 
"  been  proposed,  should  also  ba  considered  as  suggested  in  your  para* 
"graph  6." 

It  is  by  these  instructions  that  what  Mr.  Wilson  actually  did  is 
to  be  judged ;  and  substantially  his  action  has  already  been  approved 
by  Government.  At  the  same  time  I  think  that  on  future  occasions  it 
would  be  safer  if  no  attempt  were  made  to  decide  what  reductions 
should  be  permanent  until  good  seasons  have  returned.  It  was  the 
large  temporary  reduction  for  7  years,  rather  than  the  smaller  per* 
manent  remissions,  that  gave  encouragement  to  the  agriculturists. 
What  they  need  on  such  occasions  is  present  relief  given  promptly 
and  liberally.  The  fixity  of  the  assessment  has  for  the  time  being 
vanished,  and  it  is  safer  to  refrain  from  attempting  to  judge  what 
will  be  suitable  after  the  distress  has  passea  away,  and  to  accept 
snapexudonsj  remissions  and  ten^orary  assessments  as  partoftn^ 
anxieties  of  the  time. 
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40.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  good  reason  for  hoping 
Sanction  required.  *^**  after  rabi   1889   the  full  assessment  as 

fixed  by  Mr.  Wilson  can  appropriately  be 
levied ;  and  as  a  matter  of  form  it  is  that  assessment  that  the 
sanction  of  Government  will  now  be  asked.  But  as  contemplated  by 
Para.  9  of  Gorermnent'e  Government's  orders,  before  the  full  assess- 
No.  40,  dated  6th  March  ment  is  enforced  the  condition  of  each  village 
^®^-  will   be  inquired  into,  and  a  report  will  be 

submitted  for  sanction  to  the  action  it  may  then  be  proposed  to 
take. 

41.  I  ask  that  the  services  of  Mr.  Channing  in  this  settlement 
may  be  acknowledged  favorably  by  Government.  The  survey  and 
record  were  good ;  and  in  his  assessment  work,  whatever  its  faults 
of  detail,  he  on  the  whole  estimated  fairly  and  moderately  the  increase 
due  to  Government.  Towards  the  close  of  settlement  opera- 
tions in  December  1877,  he  was  removed  from  the  district ;  but 
before  leaving  he  had  urged  the  necessity  for  suspensions,  and  he 
was  not  therefore  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  his  assessments 
in  spite  of  bad  seasons. 

42.  To  Mr.  Wilson  I  consider  that  the  Government  is  indebted 
in  a  very  special  degree.  He  was  deputed  in  November  1882  to 
revise  the  assessments,  and  had  entirely  completed  both  this  work 
and  his  report  of  it  by  August  1883,  that  is  to  say,  in  nine  months. 
His  report  of  this  work  is  an  excellent  one ;  but  the  work  itself 
involved  very  great  personal  exertions,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
throughout  of  very  exceptional  merit. 

(Sd).    E.  G.  WAGE, 
Second  Financial  Commisaumer. 
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Crops  aovm  in  the 


at 

P 

O 


A 


Year. 


1882-83 
1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 


1882-83 
1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 


1882-83 
188384 
1884-85 
18S5-86 


188283 
1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 


1882-83 
1883-84 
1884.85 
1885-86 


1882-83 
1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 


Joar. 


32,507 
61,725 
31,959 


24,028 
31,324 
18,399 


15,234 
33,836 

18,484 


5,747 

12,847 

4,063 


15,560 
16,540 
13,729 


93,076 

1,56,272 

86,634 


Kha 


fiajra. 


16,533 
27,358 
24,848 


33,940 
39,999 
12,936 


31,663 
65,437 
20,581 


12,781 

30,261 

9,772 


47,204 
71,948 
25,671 


1,42,121 

2,35,003 

93,808 


B^ra  mtb 
palses. 


Moth,   mnng, 
gnir  and 
chaula. 


12 


1,768 

1,525 

15,515 


13,323 


87,790 
64,639 
50,715 


30,011 


89,558 

66,176 

1,09,564 


5,825 
10,256 
10,813 


5,646 
5,009 
2,997 


7,435 

6,218 

16,212 


3,578 
10,670 
19,118 


61,346 
62,441 
62,488 


83,830 

94,594 

1A1.628 
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Owrgaon  Dittrict,  1888-85. 


7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

BIT. 

Gnar. 

Ta. 

Cotton. 

Indigo. 

Others. 

Total. 

'2,569 
3,067 
6,654 

"21 

19 

1,680 

26,"644 
27,828 
31,053 

3,186 
8,013 
7,160 

3','579 
3,424 
8,949 

84',764 
1,41,702 
1,23,116 

8,505 
8,086 
5,944 

"713 
687 
812 

20,428 
18,816 
22,112 

"188 
873 
899 

3,'421 
3,197 
3,798 

98,637 

1,09,516 

83,412 

79,006 
1,37,137 
1,01,596 

1.16,611 

1,38,700 

92,484 

6,547 
7,709 
5,182 

'"65 

63 

768 

17','654 
21,998 
23,498 

"404 
807 
914 

*604 
1,069 
2,634 

'2,928 
9,744 
3,710 

6,*658 
377 

2,'343 
3,235 
3,766 

... 

i,'444 
646 
963 

'6,646 

11,676 

9,687 

"20 

9 

70 

1,'416 
1,450 
2,736 

'86 
234 

382 

1,32,278 
1.64.298 
1,44,774 

27,195 
40,282 
31,177 

"819 
7,436 
3,707 

6l','785 
73,327 
83,165 

3,'778 
9.693 
8,973 

9''i34 

8,670 

16,726 

5,li,296 
6,91,353 
5,45,382 
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Crops  in  the  Owrgaon 


Year. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Ba 

Mixed    crop 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Gram. 

of       wheat 
barley  and 

gram. 

i\ 

1882-83    ... 

16,188 

26,697 

41,194 

1883-84    ... 

8,993 

16,500 

12,279 

32,450 

^  J 

1884-85     ... 

7,911 

7,312 

25,778 

42,231 

^  ( 

1885-86    ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i( 

1882-83    ... 

5,774 

8,739 

21,051 

37,769 

a) 

1883-84    ... 

5,234 

16,234 

7,567 

20,122 

s 

1884-85    ... 

6,142 

8,694 

26,647 

39,923 

sC 

1885-86    ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

c 

1882-83    ... 

18,227 

26,498 

29,977 

2^ 

1883-84    ... 

6,073 

27,386 

7,700 

11,404 

n 

1884-85    ... 
1885-86    ... 

8,783 

11,212 

28,766 

37,172 

§C 

1882-&3    ... 

8,444 

20,299 

2,125 

11,449 

1) 

1883-84    ... 

7,400 

24,194 

3,446 

8,956 

I) 

1884-85    ... 

9,380 

21,698 

14,564 

15,042 

5C 

il885-86    ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

aC 

1882-83    ... 

9,318 

30,574 

2,208 

1,190 

Si 

188.3-84    ... 

6,862 

29,697 

1,003 

21 

^y 

1884-85    ... 

7,476 

31,739 

8,366 

1,169 

«C 

1885-86    ... 

... 

•  ■• 

... 

... 

J  ( 

1882-83    ... 

1,12,807 

96,555 

50,408 

sJ 

1883-84    ... 

67,951 

1,14,011 

31,985 

72,953 

11 

1884-85    ... 

33,562 

82,655 

1,04,121 

1,35,537 

^  ( 

1885-86    ... 

39,692 

... 

: . 
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17 


18 


19 


ao 


BI. 


i 

MDBtePd   and              0^^^ 

1 

1 

Total. 

Total  of  both 
crops. 

691 

703 

1,460 

938 
1,317 
1,398 

85,708 
72,242 
88,090 

1,"67,00« 
2,29,792 

2,023 
1,311 

4,458 

622 
1,923 
2,113 

•  •• 

75,978 
52,381 
87,977 

1,61,018 
1,97,493 

592 

499 

1,287 

178 
436 
788 

75,472 
53,498 
88,008 

1,'82,504 
2,26,145 

649 
259 
408 

394 
1,589 
1,079 

43,360 
45,844 
62,171 

1,'62,455 
2,00,871 

684 

908 

2,034 

2,519 
3,485 
2,607 

46,493 
40,976 
53,291 

1,'73,254 
2,17,589 

4,639 
3,680 
9,647 

4,651 
8,750 
7,885 

3,27,011 
2,64,941 
3,79,537 

•  •• 

7,'76,237 
10,70,890 

•  •• 
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No. 
Statement  showing  the  varietiee  of  Tenures  held  dwftji 


Nature  of  Tenure. 


I. — Zdmifidflri— 

!(a).    Held  by  indiyidnaU  under  \am.ot  primo- 
jfenitnre 
(b).    Held  by  indiyidiiAja  and  familifii  nnder 
ordinary  law        

1(a).    field  by  indivldaala  nnder  law  of  primp- 
genithre ...        „. 
(b).    Heldby  mdividnalaand  families  nnder 
ordinary  law        

(8).    Zamlnd^ris  paying  from  i  (a).  Ditto  


Be.  1,000   to  Be.    6,000 
Berenne. 


(W. 


(4).    Zamfndiris    paying    Be.  ((a).  Ditto 

1^000  and  nnder.  ( W), 

(6).    Proprietary     onltiyating 

oommunitiee   paying  in 

eoBunon...        ...        ...  ..•        ...        ..i 


11.-- FtZ2ag«  C9mmwi%ti9s  not  ^paying  in  coinmof»— 

iln  wbioh  the  land  and  the  Berenne  are  diri- 
ded  npon  ancestral  or  onstomary  ahares,  snb- 
jeot  to  snooession  by  the  law  of  inheritance  .. 
^Av     -Di,.|^i.4r4  J     ^^  whioh  possession  is  the  measure  of  right 

{ji),    jjnaiaonara         J  in  all  lands  

I     In  which  the  lands  are  held  partly  in  seye- 

(8).    Mixed  or  imperfect  Patti-  j  ralty  and  partly  in  common.    The  measure  of 

dAri  or  Bhai&chM      ...    1  right  in  common  land  being  the  amount  of  the 

( share  or  the  extent  of  land  held  in  seyeralty... 


III. — Qrant9e9  of  BriHth  QovmrwriMnt  {not  falling  un^  any  of  the  previous  clos^) 
paying  Bevsnus  dirsct  to  Qovsrnmsni  in  ths  pQsiiiqn  c/— 

C     Including  individuals  rewarded  for  serrioe 

(1).    Proprietore        ^  or  otherwise,  but  not  purchasers  ef  Gorem* 

(.ment  waste  (Y) 

(2) 


IV. — Landholdert  who  have  redeemed  the  Revenue,  and  are  not  membere  of  any  vil- 
lage cammimity,  not  included  in  any  of  the  previous  etaeaes 


V. — Furchasere  of  Oevemment  waste  paying  Revenue  direct  to  Qovemment,  and  not 
faUing  wnder  any  of  the  previoue  daseee 


FT.—  Qovemment  ioaete,  reserved  or  unassigned  (b) 


Total  (whioh  should  be  the  total  area  of  the  disttid^  excepting  Mnnioipatiti9s]U.* 
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xjpcin. 

fnm  Gamamment  in  Oe  Ourgaan  Biitrustfor  1883.M. 


8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

No.  of 

No.  off 
lage.. 

No.  off 
holders 
or  share- 
holders. 

Gross 

area  in 
acres. 

ATorage 

area  of 

each 

estate. 

Arerago 

mentof 

each 

estate. 

Bereaw 

rate  per 
acre. 

••• 

••• 

1 

••• 
••• 

1C8 

1 

"is 

158 

15 

••• 
18 

8,761 

.*• 
••• 
8,170 

.•• 

9,029 
1,84,881 

8,170 

..• 

••• 
602 

818 

••• 
••• 
••t 
5,294 

••• 

■.. 
408 

691 

1    10    8 

... 

0    18    0 
0    11    6 

6 
8 

1,078 

5 
8 

1,078 

847 
166 

76,816 

4,820 
8,270 

10,77,815 

964 
767 

1,004 

896 
740 

908 

0    14  10 
0    16    7 

0    14    6 

18 

18 

••• 

11,065 

922 

•.• 

••• 

••• 

•  at 

••• 

.*• 

•■• 

••• 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

.,-:;.  ^ 

••• 

•■• 

••• 

•  •• 

... 

... 

••• 

1,864 

1,864 

79,887 

12,82,060 

976 

••• 

••• 
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No. 
Statement  of  Tenuree  not  held  direct  from  Oovemment 


I 


Nafenre  of  Tennre. 


l.^T^nanti  with  right  of  occupancy  ^ 


•5  g     I  (3). 


Paying  only  the  amount  of  the  Goyemment  BeTenne  to  the  pro- 
prietors   

Paying  Buoh  amoont)  pins  a  oaah  Malikana  

Paying  at  stated  oash  rates  per  acre 

Paying  lump  sums  (oash)  for  their  holdings 

Total  paying  rent  in  cash 


(1) .    Paying  by  a  stated  share  (  ^  ^ 
of  the  produce  in  kind  ( 


J 


s, 


(2).    Paying  by  a  stated  share*) 
of  the  produce,  plus 
further  oash  contribu- 
tion. 


(a). 


\  Produce  and  more 
i  Produce  and  less  than  \  produce 
i  Produce  and  less  than  \  produce 
\  Produce  and  less  than  i  produce 
Less  than  \  share  of  produce  ... 

When  the  share  of  produce  paid 

is  i  and  more 

When  the  share  of  produce  paid 
is  less  than  i 


(8).    Paying  a  fixed  amount  i 
of  g^n  for  their  hold-  / 
ings  with  or  without  a  >  O 
further  cash  contribu- 1 
tion.  } 


Total  paying  rent  in  kind 


Grand  Total  of  tenants  with  right  of  occupancy 


II. — TcifMmtM  holding  eoncttttonoZZy— 

(1).    For  life       

(2).    For  period  on  lease    ...{jg;    ^f^,^    ;;; 

(8).    Subject  to  Tillage  service  and  payment  of  rent 


III.— T#naft<f.ait(?tZZ 


■! 


(a).    Paying  in  oash 

(6).    Paying  in  kind     )  leig  than  ^  produce 
(c ).    Paying  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  kind 


i\  produce  and  more 
lei     ■ 


IV. — Hoid«r9  ofgrantt  cuttiviiting  th§  landg  hM  (i. «.,  parties  enjoying  fre§holdM 
from  proprietor  heing  excueed  all  revenue)  D--' 


!1),    Sankalap  or  Dharmarth 
2).    Conditional  on  service 


Total 
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XXXIV. 

in  the  Ovrgaon  dittrietfor  1883-84. 


3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

No.  of  holdings. 

Area  of  land 
held. 

Average  area  of 
holding. 

Average  cash 

rent  of  each 

holding. 

Average  rent 
per  acre. 

11,727 

70 

2,000 

976 

66,784 

961 

9,456 

9,691 

6 
14 

6 
10 

Bb.    a.    p. 

7      8    8 
24      2    6 

7    12    9 
21      8    8 

Bs.    A.    P. 

14    4 
1    16    8 

1  10    8 

2  8    1 

14,793 

86,811 

6 

8      6    4 

16    9 

716 

"6,661 
••• 

••• 

9 

■ 
••• 

... 

••• 
•*• 
*•• 

716 

6,561 

9 

... 

... 

16,608 

98,362 

6 

... 

... 

149 

'"  1,178 

... 

8 

4 
3 
8 
7 

20     'l    6 

••• 

2  "  8  10 

47,282 

1,648 

4,899 

246 

1,90,808 

4,406 

86,682 

1,816 

8      0    0 

**• 

•• 

2      0    0 

... 

1,984 
2,828 

6,079 
£,226 

8 
2 

... 

... 

78,898 

8,88,000 

4 

... 

••• 
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No.  2881,  dated  16ih  NoTwmber  1888. 

From— J.  D.  Tbbmlitt,  Bsqiiire,  Gommiasioner  Mid  Snperiiifcandebi,  Delhi  Ditision, 
To— T.  O.  Walksb,  Eaqnire,  Senior  Secretary  to  Fioanoial  Gommiasioner,  Punjab. 

I  HAYS  the  h(mor  herewith  to  sabmit  the  report  of  the  present 
settlement  of  the  Gargaon  district^  together  with  its  recent  revision 
under  the  orders  of  Groremment,  by  B(5.  J.  Wilson. 

2.    I  feel  some  explanation  is  dne  for  my  doing  so  at  a  time  when 

Peraoma  ..planatioii.  L^*''^^./®*,^^.  ^"^  /PP^^^^i^J  ^7 .  ^O'^S 

jren«>«i  ««piiiu»«uii.         through  the  district  of  forming  an  opmion   at 

first  hand  as  to  the  merits  of  the  work  I  am  submitting ;  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  how  fully  I  feel  the  force  of  this  drawback ;  but  with 
th^  prospect  of  the  Diyision  being  united  in  the  coming  spring  with 
th&  adjacent  ones^  and  recent  experience  of  how  little  time  the  heavy 
current  duties  of  the  Division  leave  for  extraordinary  work,  I  fear 
that  if  I  were  not  to  avail  myself  of  the  leisure  afforded  by  leave,  and 
were  to  postpone  reporting  until  I  had  completed  my  tour  in  Febru- 
ary or  March  next,  the  duty  might  be  altogether  elbowed  aside  then 
by  other  more  pressing  and  urgent,  though  not  more  important,  ones. 
It  seems  therefore  the  better  course  to  forward  the  report  now,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  indefinite  delay. 

8.  The  territories  now  constituting  the  district  of  Ourgaon 
Hiatory  of  the  diatriot  came  under  the  power  of  the  E  ast  India  Gom- 
ainoe  the  time  of  Lord  Lake,  pany  in  the  beginning  of  the  century  by  Lord 
Lake's  victories  over  the  Mahrattas  and  the  consequent  treaty  of 
Anjengaon,  dated  December  30th,  1803.  At  that  time  the  British 
policy  inclined  to  making  the  Jumna  the  western  boundary  of  our 
territories,  and  consequently  the  ceded  districts  to  the  west  were 
readily  granted  in  jagir. 

4.    Briefiy,  the  subsequent  history  of  the  parganas  comprising 
the  present  district   is  as  follows :— What  is 
Miaaoiirgaoii.  ^^^  ^^le  tahsil  of  Gurgaon  then  included  the 

parganas  of  Jharta,  Sonah  and  Bahora.  The  first  of  these  was 
confirmed  in  jagir  to  the  Begum  Samru,  and  only  lapsed  to  Gk>vem- 
ment  on  her  death  in  1836,  when  it  was  summarily  settled  by  Mr. 
0.  Gubbins,  which  settlement  was  revised  and  finally  reported  in 
1840.  Sonah,  after  being  managed  first  by  the  Bajah  of  Bhurtpur, 
and  then  by  the  Ahir  Chief  Bao  Tej  Singh  of  Bewari,  was  settlea  by 
Mr.  W.  Fraser  in  1808,  which  settlement  was  revised, and  reduced  by 
nearly  25  per  cent,  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1842.  Bahora  also  was  at  first 
granted  to  Bhurtpur,  and  was  then  farmed  by  a  member  of  the  family 
of  Tej  Singh,  until  1816  when  it  too  was  settled  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser. 
This  settlement  was  revised  by  Mr.  (afterwards  Lord)  Lawrence  in 
1837.  After  the  mutiny  34  more  villages  were  annexed  to  this  dis- 
trict from  the  forfeited  states  of  Jhajjar,  Farrukhnagur  and  the  King 
of  Delhi's  tahsil  of  Eot  Easim. 
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5.  The  present  tahsil  of  Bewari  comprisea   the  old  pargana  of 
,^^  Eewari   and   Shahjahanpur.      The  history  of 

the  pargana  of  Rewari  is  in  the  main  similar 
to  that  of  the  adjacent  one  of  Bahora.  That  of  Shahjahanpur  was 
continaed  in  jagir  to  its  then  holder^  Hamarajan  Haldea,  a  Mahratta 
dependent  of  the  Jaipur  State^  with  whom  it  remained  till  his 
death  in  1824^  when  it  lapsed  and  was  settled  bj  Mr.  Gayendish. 
This  settlement  was  revised  and  enhanced  by  Mr.  Lawrence  in  1838. 

6.  To  the  tahsil  of  Nuh    belong  the  parganas  of  Taum,  Nuh 
^,^j^j^^  and  Hatin.     The  first  of  these  was  bestowed 

in  ji^r  on  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpur^  from  whom 
it  was  resumed  after  the  takmg  of  Ms  capital  in  1826  by  Lord  Comber* 
mere.  It  was  then^  after  two  years  of  direct  management^  settled  by 
Mr.  Cavendish^  and  resettled  in  1837  by  Mr<  Lawrence  at  a  redaction 
of  about  15  per  cent.^  which  was  followed  by  another  large  diminution 
of  assessment  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841.  The  history  of  the  Nuh  pargana 
differed  but  slightly  from  that  of  the  adjacent  one  of  Sonah.  After 
being  farmed  by  Rao  Tej  Sinffh  of  Rewari^  it  was  settled  in  1809^  and 
resettled  with  a  reduction  oi  over  18  per  cent,  in  1841.  Hatin  was 
held  on  an  iatamrar  grant  by  Faozulla  Beg  Khan  till  his  death  in 
1823^  when  it  was  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish^  and  resettled  with  a 
redaction  of  25  per  cent,  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841. 

7.  In  the  tahsil  of  Palwal  are  the  parganas  of  Palwal  and 
Tah«l  Palwal  Hodal.    These  parganas^  on  the  conquest  of 

Delhi  by  Lord  Lake^  were  given — ^the  first 
on  an  iatamrar  grant — to  the  Nawab  Murtaza  Khan^  and  the  other  in 
jagir  to  Mnhamrnad  Khan  Afridi  Hodal ;  lapsed  by  death  in  1818^  and 
after  a  five  years'  settlement  it  was  resettled  by  Mr.  Carendish  in 
1821  j  and  again  by  Mr.  Gubbins  in  1838,  and  finally  revised  and  re* 
ported  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1842.  Palwal  did  not  fall  in  by  the  death 
of  the  grantee  till  1818.  After  being  held  in  direct  management  for 
a  few  years,  it  was  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish  in  1820.  It  was  reassessed 
about  1838  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  but  further  reductions  were  still  needed, 
and  the  assessment  was  finally  revised  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1843. 

8.  The  tahsil  of  Firozpnr,  comprising  the  parganas  of  Firozpur 
^  .,  and  Punahana  formed  part  of  the  jagir  con- 
Tahni  Firc«piir.  ^^^^  y^^  j^^  j^^^^  on  Ahmad  Bakhsh  Khan ; 

and  after  the  execution  of  his  son  Shamsuddin  Khan  for  the  murder 
of  Mr.  W.  Fraser,  these  parganas  were  confiscated  and  resumed 
by  Government.  The  territory  was  first  summarily  settled  by  Mr.  C. 
Gubbins,  but  was  afterwads  revised  and  finally  settled  by  his  brother 
Mr.  M.  Gubbins  in  1841. 

9.  From  the  ''  statistical  account  of  Gurgaon,  '^  published  in 
SnUequent  fiscal  hUtory     1849,  it  appeared  that  one  sale  and  two  trans* 

from  the  settlemenis  of  f ers  for  arrears  of  revenue  had  alone  occurred 
1887-41.  jjj  iii^Q  tahsil  of  Gurgaon  since  the  revision  of 

settlement  up  to  that  time.    The  records  of  subsequent  years  wer^ 
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destroyed  in  the  mutiny;  but  from  1859  to  1874  the  percentage  of 
balances  to  the  demand  was  2' 3,  and  of  remissions  I'l,  and  in  the  last 
eleven  years  of  the  period,  if  the  necessary  fluctuations  caused  by  the 
Najafgarh  jhU  be  excluded,  the  percentages  were  only  0*4  and  0"04  on 
the  jama.  In  the  Rewari  tahsil  one  village  was  sold,  one  was  for- 
feited, and  two  transferred  up  to  1849,  and  the  writer  of  the  statistical 
account  speaks  of  it  as,  when  viewed  comparatively,  not  having 
obtained  so  large  a  measure  of  relief  as  the  other  tahsils.  The 
percentage  of  balances  from  1860  to  1874  to  the  demand  was 
5'9  and  of  remissions  during  the  same  period  1*6,  besides 
reductions  of  assessment  amounting  to  Bs.  600  before  the  mutiny, 
and  to  an  aggregate  of  Ks.  5,645  afterwards.  In  1849  the  working 
of  the  revised  settlements  in  the  Nuh  tahsil  were  favourably  spoken 
of ;  and  of  late  years  the  balances  were  either  due  to  the  drought  of 
1860-61,  or  else  to  the  liability  of  certain  villages  in  the  low-lying 
parts  of  the  tahsil  to  excessive  inundation.  In  Palwal  two  villages 
nad  been  sold,  two  farmed,  and  two  taken  under  direct  management 
prior  to  1849.  Subsequently,  since  the  mutiny,  Mr.  Channing  speaks 
of  the  state  of  this  tahsil  as  having  been  one  of  very  great  prosperity, 
as,  except  in  the  famine  year  of  1860-61  when  remissions  to  the 
amount  of  Bs.  5,079  were  granted,  balances  and  remissions  have  been 
unknown,  and  in  no  case  had  the  severe  forms  of  coercion  to  be 
resorted  to.  Lastly,  in  the  Firozpur  tahsil,  Mr.  Fraser,  writing  in 
1849,  says  that  in  the  Firozpur  pargana  no  changes,  and  in  the 
Punahana  one,  very  few  had  taken  place  owing  to  the  assessment. 
Since  the  mutiny,  with  the  exception  of  the  famine  year  above 
alluded  to,  the  Government  demand  was  collected  with  g^reat  regu- 
larity and  without  recourse  to  the  harsher  forms  of  constraint,  the 
few  balances  other  than  the  famine  ones  being  due  to  mischief 
caused  by  hill  torrents  and  by  floods. 

10.     So  long  a  period   has   elapsed  since  the  report  itself  was 

-       ^  ,  -  written,  that  it   seems  worth  while   supple- 

Becant  decrease  of  po-  , .    '  -  ^,  -i  •    i?  j^ 

pnlation.  mentmg  some  of  the  general  information  con- 

tained in  the  early  chapters  by  the  more 
recent  returns  and  figures.  In  continuation  of  section  89  therefore 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  census  of  1881  gives  the  entire  population 
of  the  district  at  6,41,848,  with  a  percentage  of  males  52*8  and  of 
females  47'2.  This  shows  not  only  a  decrease  of  nearly  55,000,  but 
the  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  also  diminished.  These  figures 
are  very  carefully  discussed  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  para  7  of  his  revision 
report,  and  I  conceive  that  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  great 
decrease  in  population  is  mainly  duo  to  the  almost  pestilential  years 
of  1878  and  1879,  the  sickness  and  mortality  in  which  were  doubtless 
in  great  degree  due  to,  or  at  any  rate  aggravated  and  intensified  by, 
the  scarcity  of  1877-78,  and  also  to  the  emigration  caused  by  the 
failure  of  the  harvests.  It  is  only  natural  too  that  the  unhealthiness 
of  those  years  and  the  low  state  of  general  health  caused  by  the  scanty 
food-supply  must  have  told  both  on  the  birth  rate  and  in  causing 
Special  mortality  among  infants   and  young  children.     Gurgaon  now 
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only  stands  twelfth^  and  not  ninth  as  befbre^  among  tke  Punjab 
districts  in  regard  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  The  nambeir 
of  persons  to  the  sqnare  mile  has  also  fallen  from  869  to  331. 

11.  With  reference  to  the  decaying  race  of  the  Khaneadas, 
Bahadar  Khaa'a  mosque     ^©scribed  in  section  42  of  the   report,  I  may 

at  Kotila.  mention  a  recent  interesting  discovery   made 

by  General  A.  Cunningham.  He  found  an 
inscription  on  a  mosque  at  their  old  capital  Kotila,  which  shows  that 
Bahadar  Khan  in  795  A.  H.,  in  the  days  of  Mahammad  Shah  Tughlaq, 
erected  it  after  despoiling  an  idol  temple  at  Sambhali,  by  which  name 
the  village  of  Shahabad  in  Ulwar  territory,  to  the  west  of  the  chain 
of  hills  under  which  Kotila  stands,  is  still  known.  The  inscription 
speaks  of  the  building  of  the  mosque  being  delayed  by  the  invasions 
of  the  Mnghals  (under  Taimur).  The  four  lines  therefore  give  in 
condensed  form  a  vivid  picture  of  the  insecurity  ^and  religious  intoler- 
ance which  have  distinguished  the  annals  of  India  from  the  earliest 
time  to  the  establishment  of  the  pax  Britarmica  within  the  present 
century.  Close  to  the  mosque,  which  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  in  front 
of  it,  stands  the  tomb  of  Bahadar  N&har  himself. 

12.  Writing  at  a  later  date  than  the  Settlement  Officer^  Mr. 
jj^^^j^^  Wilson,    after   remarking    what  a  material 

advantage  it  is  to  a  family  of  peasants  in 
times  of  agricultural  distress  to  have  a  relative  in  receipt  of  regular 
monthly  pay  who  can  remit  to  them  sums  of  money  from  time  to 
time,  adds  that  a  considerable  number  of  soldiers  have  been  recruited 
from  the  district,  and  that  the  Rajputs,  Jats,  Ahirs  and  Gujars  of 
Onrgaon  are  understood  to  make  good  soldiers.  There  are  also 
a  number  of  Meoa  in  the  army,  although  as  a  rule  the  Meo  has  neither 
iAxe  physique  nor  the  moral  qualities  to  make  the  best  class  of  soldier. 
During  the  last  financial  year  88  men  were  enlisted  for  th©  Bengal 
Army,  5  for  the  Punjab  Frontier  Force,  and  two  for  the  other 
Presidendids. 

13.  The  subject  of  sales  and  mortgages  (sections  59  and  60 
g^^  of    the   report)    are  brought   down  by   Mr. 

Wilson  in  paras.  10  and  11  to  the  present 
time.  He  tiiere  shows  that  since  1877  no  less  thaa  26,266  acres, 
or  nearly  3>per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  district, 
have  changed  luuids  by  sale ;  or  somewhat  more  than  had  been  sold 
in  the  eighteen  years  from  1857  to  1875.  In  the  Bewari  tahsil  not 
mdrely  is  the  acreage  alienated  by  much  the  largest,  amounting  to 
acres  9,000,  but  it  is  made  up  mainly  of  small  plots  of  land  in  123 
villages,  and  by  far  the  greater  part  has  been  sold  to  Banyas  and 
Dhusars  who  are  non-cultivating  money-lenders  ;  so  that  the  result 
iA  altogether  one  to  be  regretted  and  deprecated. 

14.  Up  to  July  1877,  the  time  when  the  misfortunes  of  the 
^  district  began,  the  area  under  mortgage  was 
MdrtgfigM.                       ^^^^  64,085,  or  6i  per  cent,  of  th«  total  cul-^ 

tivated  afda«    By  January  1st,  1879^  it  had  rism  to  11  per  ewiti,  and 
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by  April  iBt,  I88d,  it  stood  at  acres  14^^956,  or  12  per  cent.  The 
greatest  increase,  therefore^  coincided  witli  the  time  of  greatest  press- 
nroj  when  the  crops  had  entirely  failed  and  the  cattle  were  dying,  and 
the  peasant  had  to  borrow  largely  to  maintain  himself  as  well  as  to 
pay  the  revenue.  That  the  borrowing  was  dae  to  the  former  cause 
also  is  shown  by  the'  large  number  of  transactions  in  the  months  of 
September  and  October  1877,  which  was  some  time  before  the  revenue 
became  due.  These  figures  mean  that  some  12  per  cent,  of  the  cul- 
tivated area,  comprising  usually  the  pick  of  the  land  too,  is  under 
mortgage  for  over  20  l&khs  of  rupees,  or  more  than  1 J  year's  revenue 
of  the  entire  district.  Although  the  percentage  stands  highest  in 
the  Firozpur  and  Nuh  tahsils,  where  it  has  risen  from  13  to  20  and 
from  11  to  18  per  cent.,  it  is  to  be  most  regretted  in  the  tahsils  of 
Rewari  and  Palwal,  where,  notwithstanding  the  industry  and  energy 
of  the  Ahir  and  Jat  peasantry,  the  rates  of  mortgaged  land  to  the 
entire  cultivation  have  risen  from  2  to  7  and  from  5  to  9  per  cent.  It 
is,  however,  satisfactory  to  learn  that  this  gloomy  result  is  relieved  by 
a  third  of  the  land  so  mortgaged  being  held  by  more  prosperous 
members  of  the  same  community,  so  that  only  8  per  cent,  of  the  total 
area  is  held  by  outsiders,  and  much  even  of  this  is  in  the  hands  of 
agriculturists. 

15.  The  figures  for  later  years  support  the  conclusion  arrived 

at  by  Mr.   Channing  in   section    61  of  his 
cmihtigation.  ^^^^^^  ^j^^^  ^j^^  people  of  GurMon  contrast 

favourably  in  the  matter  of  civil  litigation  with  the  inhaoitants  of  the 

Punjab  generally.    They  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  CivU  Suits  ditpoaed  of  during  the  year  per  10,000  of  the  popidatian. 

1877.    1878.    1879.    1880.    1881.    1882. 

InGurgaon  ...      49        42         47         57        47         46 

In  the  whole  Panjab     ...     125      129        130       135      140       143 

16.  The  proportion  of    criminal    offences  cognizable  by  the 
Character  of  the  people    poUce  is  equally  creditable  to  the  law-observ- 

in  regard  to  crime.  ing    character    of    the  people.     The  latest 

returns  give  the  following  results  : — 

Number  of  eogniMble  offences  reported  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

1877.    1878.    1879.    1880.    1881.    1882. 


18 

28 

29 

25 

18 

15 

In  the  whole  Panjab  .. 

.   60 

53 

54 

55 

47 

48 

Considering  the  suspicion  ^with  which  the  Meos  who  form  so 
conspicuous  an  element  in  the  population  of  the  district  are  commonly 
regarded,  and  their  undoubted  turbulence  during  the  days  of  Muham- 
madan  supremacy,  it  is  satisfactory  that  so  competent  a  judge  as  Mr. 
Christie,  the  District  Superintendent  of  Police,  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1882,  is  able  to  write :  "  I  would  not  classify  Meos  with  criminal 
"  characters.  Crime  is  notlookedupon  by  them  as  a  legitimate  pastime. 
''  It  does  not  occupy  anything  like  the  foremost  place  in  their  minds  as 
''a  means  to  existence.    Roughly  speaking,  the  whole  of  the  two 
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"  pargaxias  of  Nuh  and  Firozpar  consist  of  Meoe,  who  form  a  parti- 
'^  cnlarlj  large  tribe^  spreading  over  a  great  tract  of  country  in 
''Rajpntana.  Naturally  apathetic^  inclined  to  ease  and  indolencCi 
^' un&voarable  seasons  and  climatic  visitations  soon  crush  their 
"  energies  and  cause  them  to  lose  heart,  when  same  (certainly  not  as 
"  a  tribe)  forced  by  necessity  turn  to  crime  for  a  subsistence.  Not 
"  professing  the  experience  or  instructiye  criminal  acumen  to  avoid 
''  detection,  they  very  naturally  supply  the  largest  number  of  convicts 
''  Their  women  enjoy  an  enviable  reputation  for  industry  and  virtue." 
The  correctness  of  this  conclusion  is  certainly  supported  by  the 
favourable  results  Captain  Dixon  also  found  to  attend  the  extension  of 
British  rule  among  these  people  in  Mairwara. 

17.  The  last  census  returns  give  the  number  of  those  who  can 
Momben  who  can  read    read  and  write,  or  are  under  instruction,  as 

Md  write.  males  17,490  and  females  111 ;  in  all  17,601 ; 

perhaps  as  good  a  result  as  could  reasonably  be  looked  for  in  so 
purely  agricultural  a  population. 

18.  The  increase  in  suits  to  enhance  the  rents  of  tenants  which 
is  commented  on  in  section  90  of  the  report 
has  not  been  maintained.    The  figures  for 

subsequent  years  are  as  follows : — 


BnhanoeTnent  fuitt. 


Tesr. 

Number  of  notices  of  eject, 
ment  served  on  tenants. 

at.wm. 

Number  of  suits  to  enhance 

rents  of  tenants  with  rights 

of  occupancy. 

556 
525 

FUed. 

Decreed. 

1879.80  ... 

1880.81  ... 
1881-82  ... 

19 

iis 

17 

The  misfortunes  which  have  befallen  all  classes  of  agriculturists 
may  well  account  for  the  decrease  in  these  numbers,  and  with 
returning  prosperity  the  rise  of  prices,  which  improved  communica- 
tions and  the  com  trade  now  opening  up  with  Europe  will  doubtless 
maintain  and  augment,  will  scarcely  fail  to  cause  a  general  enhance* 
ment  of  the  rents  now  paid  by  occupancy  tenants. 

19.    The  primitive  state  of  society  still  prevailing  even  in  this 
Ciutoiii  of  P&nApalAt  ^^®*  eastward  of  all  the  Punjab  districts  is 

ii*paiM.  shown  by  the  custom  of  periodical  exchanges 
of  land,  as  described  in  section  117  of  the  report,  still  holding  its 
ground  here,  and  even  showing  a  tendency  to  spread.  I  am  not 
aware  that  a  similar  survival  of  primaeval  views  of  commercial  owner- 
ship in  land  is  met  with  in  the  Province  except  in  the  country  across 
the  IndnSe 
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20.    Whether  the  exihancemenfe  of  rerenua  which  this  Mtdement 
DiBastxoofl  years  which    efEected  was  in  itself  expedient  or  not  there 
h»Te  followed  the  introdao-     can^  I  think^  be  no  question  that  the  almost  nn- 
tion  of  the  enhanced  a«-     broken  chain  of  misf ortimes  which  have  be- 
■®*«°'®°*:  fallen  the  district  since  the  summer  of  1877 

would  have  broken  down  any  peasantry  and  incapacitated  them  from 
paying  any  assessment  however  moderate.  Mr.  Wilson  in  his 
revision  report  shows  that  the  monsoon  of  1877  was  not  merely 
scanty^  but  was  so  unseasonable  that  the  autumn  crops  and  grass 
utterly  withered,  and  since  then  the  fall  has  been  either  so  deficient 
or  so  inopportune,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1879-80,  the 
spring  and  autunm  harvests  alike,  from  the  kharif  of  1877  to  the  rabi 
of  1882,  have  been  either  ^'  poor '*  or  else  ^^  very  poor,  "  and  now  the 
late  dry  August  has  added  the  kharif  of  1883  to  the  gloomy  category 
of  failures.  In  the  six  years  he  reviews,  the  Settlement  Officer  shows 
that  from  this  cause  the  loss  of  crops  in  comparison  with  the  average 
yield  may  be  put  down  at  J  kharif  harvests  and  two  rabi  harvests,  or 
considerably  over  a  million  sterling.  The  failure  of  the  rain  in  the 
summer  and  early  autumn  of  1877  did  further  mischief  even  than  this, 
as  the  withering  of  the  fodder  supply  was  doubtless  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  abnormal  mortality  among  the  cattle,  which  entailed  on 
the  hapless  villagers  a  direct  loss  of  another  15  lakhs  of  rupees  at  a 
low  calculation.  This  mortality  further  greatly  impaired,  and 
notwithstanding  the  vigorous  relief  measures  which  have  been  taken 
during  the  present  year,  probably  still  to  some  measure  impaits  the 
cultivating  power  of  the  district,  both  by  diminishing  the  breadth  of 
land  brought  under  the  plough,  and  also  by  causing  what  was  cultivated 
to  be  prepared  hurriedly  and  imperfec&y.  And  as  if  this  had  not 
been  enough,  the  severe  sickness  with  which  the  country  was  visited 
in  1878  and  1879,  almost  amounting  to  a  pestilence,  coupled  with  the 
emigration  which  the  disasters  of  1877  occasioned,  prevented  the 
people  from  availing  themselves,  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done, 
of  the  gleam  of  sunshine  which  the  more  favourable  seasons  in  1879- 
80  afforded.  I  think  therefore  it  is  not  too  much  to  conclude  that  no 
settlement,  based  as  it  must  and  ought  to  be,  on  the  assumption  of 
average  harvests,  could  have  stood  the  strain  of  such  combined  and 
long-continued  misfortunes.  Had  suspensions  and  remissions  been 
granted  freely  as  soon  as  the  troubles  began,  and  especially  had  the 

E>licy  of  liberal  takkavi  grants  to  replace  the  loss  of  plough  oxen  and 
r  effecting  agricultural  improvements  been  inaugerated  earlier,  the 
calamity  might  have  been  mitigated ;  but  unless  I  am  mistaken, 
nothing  that  Oovernment  could  have  done  out  of  hand  would  have 
prevented  the  grievous  impoverishment  of  the  cultivating  classes. 

21.    In  para.  19  of  his  report,  Mr.  Wilson  shows  that  the  present 

Kode  of  effeoiatig   the    revisionis  the  result  of  careful  village-to- village 

xeTiflioii,  and  itt  refoitik         inspection  made  by  the  Deputy   Commissioner, 

bjr  himself^  and  by  an  experienced  Settiement  Extra  Assistant ;  and 
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as  the  Deputy  Gommiflaioner  has  known  the  district  for  long,  kanring 
governed  it  almost  continuously  from  the  spring  of  1877,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  besides  other  settlement  experience,  having  shared  in  the 
nnishing  up  of  this  very  settlement,  confidence  may  be  felt  that  the 
work  could  not  have  been  entrusted  to  more  competent  hands.  Each 
village  has  been  considered  by  them  jointly  as  to  whether  there  were 
grounds  for  holding  it  was  over-assessed,  and  when  the  cultivated  or 
irrigated  area  appeared  to  have  been  over-estimated,  or  the  rates 
seemed  high,  or  the  increase  too  great,  or  the  village  permanently 
weakened,  the  jama  was  reduced  for  the  term  of  settlement ;  and  if, 
further,  there  was  a  great  decrease  of  population,  cattle,  cultivation 
or  irrigation,  or  a  great  increase  of  mortgages,  and  the  village  at 
inspection  had  borne  marks  of  impoverishment,  then  it  was  included 
among  those  for  which  a  temporary  reduction  has  been  proposed. 
The  financial  results  are  that  whereas  the  revenue  in  1876-77,  the  last 
year  before  the  new  assessments  came  into  force,  stood  at  Rs.  10,86,118, 
and  was  raised  under  the  new  settlement  to  Rs.  12,28,525  ;  it  is  now 
reduced  for  the  term  of  settlement  to  Bs.  11,79,242,  and  for  seven 
years  to  Rs.  10,86,636. 

22.     So   far    as    I   am   able   at  present  to  form  an    opinion, 
Merita  of  Mr.  Claiming*!    I  entirely  concur  in  the  conclusions  express- 
■ettlement.  ed  by   Mr.  Wilson    in    his  para.   59   as    to 

the  merits  of  Mr.  Channing^s  assessment,  viz.,  that  if  we  set  out 
of  view  the  long  series  of  bad  seasons  whieh  ensued,  as  being  a 
calamity  which  no  Settlement  Officer  could  have  foreseen,  and  which, 
indeed,  if  foreseen,  should  I  conceive  rather  have  been  encountered 
by  prompt  and  suitable  remedial  measures,  than  by  an  assessment 
which  would  have  been  much  less  than  Government  was  fairly  entitled 
to  in  ordinary  and  normal  years,  then  Mr.  Channing^s  assessment  was 
on  the  whole  below  the  average  net  half  profits  of  the  district,  and 
with  the  steady  rise  in  prices  which  improved  railway  communications 
will  doubtless  maintain,  would  have  every  few  years  become  lighter 
and  lighter.  The  mistakes  he  seems  to  have  committed  in  placing 
too  high  a  rate  on  the  very  poor  sandy  soil,  and  in  overrating  the 
well  and  flood  irrigated  land,  has  now  apparently  been  corrected,  and 
if  we  judge,  as  I  think  we  may  well  do,  by  the  few  objections 
preferred  to  me  against  the  revision,  it  must  be  held  that  not  much 
can  be  urged  against  it  on  the  score  of  over-severity. 
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StaUment  $hovo%ng  the  number  of  Appeals  instituted  from  the  order  of 

Mr.  Wilaan,  Settlement  Officer,  Ourgaan,  from  let  April  1883 

to  30th  September  1883. 


Nature  of  Suiti. 

No,  of 
suits. 

Result, 

Bemanded  for  fur- 
ther inquiry  and 

No. 

1 

s 

1 
1 

i 

1 

1 

Appeals  for    remission    of    land 

reyenue  on  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
tors 

9 

9 

... 

... 

9 

••t 

2 

Appeals  for  perpetual  and  tem- 
porary remissions  of  land  rere- 
nue  on  behalf  of  the  Tendees  and 
mortgagees,  non-residents  of  the 
Tillage 

3 

3 

••t 

3 

«•• 

3 

Appeals  for  enhancement  of  land 
rerenueon  behalf  of  the  jagir- 
dars  and  istamrardars 

6 

6 

••t 

••• 

6 

•• 

'4 

Appeals  for  distribution  of  jama, 
Total 

3 

3 

... 

1 

1 

1 

21 

21 

... 

1 

19 

1 

My  plan  in  hearing  them  was^  if  the  petition  showed  in  any  way 
an  a  priori  case^  to  send  it  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner  with  the 
request  that  he  would  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Channing  and  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  village  note  books^  and  also 
with  any  remarks  he  and  Mr.  Wilson  had  to  make  on  the 
appeal  itself.  It  cannot  be  thought  that  the  uniform  ill-success 
of  the  objections  prevented  others  coming  forward^  as  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  other  work  most  of  them  were  not  finally 
heard  by  me^  and  their  appeals  rejected  till  the  month  of  Septemberi 
when  the  period  for  objecting  from  Mr.  Wilson's  orders  had  already 
expired. 

23.    It  seems^  too^  only  fair  to  the  Settlement  Officer  to  call 
Belief  zequired  by  the    attention  to    section  293  and  the  following 
district.  ones  of  his  report,  as  showing  that  he  himself 

would  have  desired  that  Government  should  have  interposed  to  assist 
the  peasantry  under  the  misfortunes  which  befell  them ;  and  indeed 
constant  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities  and  ready 
assistance  by  Government  when  distress  is  brought  to  their  notice 
appear  to  mo  wliat  a  distrioti  so  sitoated  as  Gurgaoni  requiresj  rather 
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than  a  Tory  light  assessment*  The  popnlatioQ  is  largely  composed  of 
improyident  races  placed  under  circumstances  which  might  well 
discourage  even  more  thrifty  and  prudent  ones^  for  their  experience 
and  village  tradition  must  alike  lead  them  to  anticipate  that  every  few 
years  they  will  be  visited  by  scarcity  and  ruinously  bad  seasons. 
This  being  sOj  until  the  element  of  insecurity  be  got  rid  of,  assess  ad 
leniently  as  one  may,  it  will  prove  no  preventive  to  widespread 
poverty  and  indebtedness ;  but  on  the  contrary,  by  greatly  increas- 
ing the  value  of  the  land  in  the  hands  of  a  solvent  proprietor,  it 
would  form  an  additional  incentive  to  the  ever-watchful  and  ready 
money-lender  to  entangle  the  peasantry  deeper  in  his  meshes  until  he 
succeeds  in  getting  the  land  transferred  to  himself.  For  this  reason, 
among  others,  I  would  strongly  urge  that  the  temporary  reductions 
should  be  definitely  sanctioned  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  a  course 
which  would  not  prevent  the  Government  from  foregoing  its  claim 
to  the  enhancement  until  it  had  satisfied  itself  that  each  several  village 
could  bear  it. 

24.  The  assessment  of  certain  villages  liable  to  submersion  in 

Fluctuating  asBeennents.  ^^  ^^^^""^^  Pirozpur  tahsils  described  in  sec- 
tion  220  of  the  Settlement  Report  has  beem 
recently  modified  by  orders  contained  in  Financial  Commissioner's 
No.  8912,  dated  October  17th,  1888.  The  fixed  rate  of  Bs.  2  per  acre  is 
now  exchanged  for  a  rate  varying  with  the  particular  crop  sown,  and 
the  chak  bangar  of  the  villages  of  Kotila  and  Mahammadpur  has  been 
included  in  the  chak  jhil.  The  question  whether  the  reduced  rate 
is  to  last  for  seven  years  or  for  the  term  of  settlement  is  still 
awaiting  decision.  This  change  is  discussed  in  section  63  of  the 
revision  report.  The  Canal  Department  having  relinquished  the 
management  of  these  lands,  they  were  made  over  to  the  district 
committee  on  a  five  years'  lease  at  a  rental  oi  one-half  the  fluctuating 
revenue,  under  Secretary  to  Government's  No.  745,  dated  June  16th, 
1879. 

25.  The  subject  of  the  Hakimi  cess,  discussed  in  section  805 
Hakimi    oess   on    salt    has  since  been  the  subject  of  correspondence* 

mannfaotnrerf.  In  the  Nuh  tahsil  the  salt  trade  may  be  said 

to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  recent  changes  orderea  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  the  consequent  losses  to  the  zamindard 
have  been  considered  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  have  been  met  by  temporary  reductions  of  assessment  to  the 
suffering  villages.  In  the  Sultanpur  circle,  however,  they  still  found 
the  villagers  were  getting  a  larger  income  from  tlieir  share  of  the 


26.    As  noted  in  section  32  of  the  revison  report,  the  date  shown 

Date  of  reyenne  -instal-    in  Section  298  of  Mr.  Channing's  report  for  the 

ments.  payment  of  the  revenue  have  been  altered,  and 

December  15th  and  January  15th  substituted  for  November  15th  and 

December  15th« 
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27.  Wie  tecent  rednction  in    the    demand    has    neceasarily 
Bfttes  of  PAtwaris'  pay       decreased  the  percentage  which  conBtituted 

^"*  ^'  the  Patwari  cess  faiid,  and  in  Consequence 
the  rates  ofpay  of  the  Patwaris  shown  in  section  815  will  hare  to  b^ 
modified.  The  manner  in  which  the  reduction  is  to  be  made  is  noW 
under  reference  and  awaiting  the  otders  bf  Government. 

28.  It  appears  to  me  impossible  to  study  tlie  gloomy  details 
Remedial  m^ftsorefl  ^^  ^®  misfortunes   which    an     inopportune 

,  rainfall  has  caused  to  this  ill-starved  district 
without  feeling  that  it  has  a  strong  equitable  claim  on  the  Govem- 
i&enty  in  consideration  of  the  large  rental  it  year  by  year  receives, 
to  do  all  that  reasonably  lies  in  its  power  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  a  train  of  disasters.  The  evil  in  this  case  can  be  traced 
more  clearly  than  usual  to  a  want  of  rain  at  the  right  season,  and 
unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  the  natural  features  of  the  country 
render  remedial  measures  far  more  practicable  than  they  usually  are 
in  the  ordinary  alluvial  plains  of  Upper  India.  The  two  measures 
I  would  press  on  the  attention  of  Government  are,  in  the  first  place, 
lie  afforesting  again  of  the  hilly  ranges  which  traverse  the  district 
iUnd  the  storing  up  and  utilization  of  the  rainfall  on  them  by  dam- 
ming up  the  hfll  torrents  which  descend  on  to  the  low  grounds.  One 
of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  late  distress  has  beet,  I  am  informed, 
the  reckless  way  in  which  the  eatnindars  have  cleared  their  timber 
4jo  sell  it  for  charcoal.  That  the  ridges  now  so  bare  have  not  always 
been  so  is  shown  by  the  tradition  thafc  those  in  the  Firozpur  tahsil 
irere  well  wooded  until  the  Nawab  Shams-ud-din  cleared  them  for 
liis  iton-smelting  works,  and  there  is  now  a  knoll  belonging  to 
H  temple,  which  superstition  renders  sacred  from  the  axe>  that  is 
fitill  clothed  with  foredt.  Probably  therefore  little  outlay  beyond 
enclosing  and  protecting  irom  goats  and  cattle,  and  the  sowing 
broadcast  ot  the  seeds  of  indigenous  trees,  would  in  a  few  years  again 
clothe  these  ridges  with  forest,  which  would  scarcely  fail  by  attract- 
ing the  passing  clouds  and  generating  vapour  in  the  air  to  increase  and 
render  more  certain  the  rainfall.  A  Forest  officer  should  therefore  be 
again  deputed  to  arrange,  in  concert  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
what  amount  of  upland  was  indispensably  needed  for  the  village 
cattle,  and  the  residue  should  be  taken  possession  of  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  VI  of  Act  VIl  of  1878.  The  object  of  this 
would  be,  in  the  course  of  years,  to  increase  the  rainfall ;  while  my 
■econd  proposal  has  to  do  with  the  immediate  present.  I  would 
urge  therefore,  secondly,  that  an  Bngineer  officer  With  experience  in 
such  works  should  be  employed  without  delay  to  survey  the  hill 
ranges  and  torrent  courses,  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
erection  of  embankments,  and  possibly  Weirs  iti  some  places,  to 
store  up  water  falling  at  unseasonaUie  tixaes  and  over  areas  where  it 
k  now  wasted.  Had  the  rain  which  fell  fruitlessly  in  the  May  and 
June  of  1877  betti  thu  husbanded,  the  drought  which  ensued 
would,  in  many  villages  at  any  rate,  have  been  far  less  ruinous. 
Some  of  these  works  the  district  resources  will  be  equal  for  at  once ; 
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but  it  wonid  be  shortsiglitecl  economy  to  do  them  in  this  way  by 
''driblets/'  and  large  grants  should  be  made  yearly  by  way  of 
takkavij  either  to  individnal  villages  or  to  tibe  district  committee, 
until  these  protective  works  are  completed.  In  conclusion,  I  would 
further  urge  that  neither  the  afforesting  of  the  hills  nor  the  water 
storage  works  should  be  looked  on  merely  as  investments  for  money, 
and  be  approved  or  rejected  according  as  they  are  likely  to  pay 
BO  much  per  cent.  It  is  as  insurance  works.  I  would  ur^e  them  on 
the  attention-^^I  would  ahnost  say  the  conscience — of  Government, 
and  no  wise  landlord  regards  what  he  pays  for  insurance  as  lost 
money.  Allowing  24  years  for  the  permanent  and  seven  for  the 
temporary  reductions,  the  recent  calamitous  seasons  will  have  cost 
Gk>vemment  during  the  present  settlement  a  loss  of  about  nineteen 
lakhs  of  rupees ;  and  the  loss  to  the  State  from  bad  seasons  is 
but  a  portion  of  what  falls  on  the  peasantry  themselves.  If^ 
therefore,  the  works  I  have  recommended  were  financially  un- 
promising, I  feel  little  doubt  it  would  be  still  wise  and  prudent  to 
undertake  them  in  the  interests  of  the  people,  for  whose  well-being 
the  G-ovemment,  under  the  system  of  Indian  ]|^d  revenue,  is  in  a 
very  special  sense  responsible.  But  in  reality,  judging  from  the 
experience  rained  in  the  similar  regions  of  s£a>irwara  and  Ajmere, 
a  very  satisfactory  money  return  may  confidently  be  anticipated  from 
well-planned  and  well-executed  water  storage  works  ;  and  the  taking 
charge  of  and  planting  the  hill  sides  would  probably,  after  a  few 
years,  realize  enough  to  pay  a  moderate  percentage  on  the  outlay 
besides  its  prime  object  or  increasing  the  moisture  of  the  country, 
a  further  advantage  would  also  accrue  from  the  reboisement  as  soon 
as  the  trees  were  five  or  six  years  old,  in  rendering  the  herbage  on 
the  hills  less  liable  to  wither  prematurely  on  a  cessation  or  long 
break  in  the  rains,  and  thus  eventually  the  grazing  supply  would  be 
actually  increased ;  and  the  procuring  food  for  the  cattle  in  unfavor- 
able seasons  is,  as  you  are  aware,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  the 
district  has  to  contend  with.  In  urging  these  undertakings,  I  have 
not  forgotten  the  result  they  would  have  in  decreasing  the  size  of 
the  various  low-lying  jhils  ;  but  the  cultivation  dependent  on  them 
is,  I  believe,  of  so  precarious  and  speculative  a  nature  that  this  seems 
anything  but  an  unmixed  evil. 

29.    Among  these  remedies    for  the    present    unsatisfactory 
BxiatiBgremedieB.  "^f*®  ^?   things,  I   have  not  spoken  of  libenJ 

takkavi  grants  for  the  smking  of  wells  and 
digging  of  tanks,  because  this  policy  has  already  been  boldly  and 
fully  accepted  bv  Government.  So,  too,  the  administrative,  as  opposed 
to  the  material  improvement  of  the  management  of  the  district  by 
requiring  a  closer  and  more  careful  inspection  of  all  the  villages  by  the 
tahsil  and  kanungo  staff  has  been  so  stringently  enjoined,  and  occupies 
80  much  of  the  thoughts  of  the  authorities  that  it  would  seem  needless 
to  touch  on  it  further. 

I  have,  &c., 
J.  D.  TRBMLBTT, 
Oommiitiian&r  and  Stiperintendeni. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


Section  1. — When  I  left  the  Gurgaon  district  at  the  end  of  1877,  it 
Heport  under  what  cir-    ^^8  arranged  that,  M I  had  assessed  the  district 
cnmstances  submitted    by    and  been  working  there  fpr  five  years,  the  final 
Mr.  channing,  and  to  what    report  should  be  written  by  me.    Before  going 
extent  his  work.  ^^  furiough  in  April  1880,1  made  over  the 

report  to  Mr.  Maconachie  complete,  except  for  certain  paragraphs,  which 
he  had  agreed  to  write,  and  for  various  figures  and  appendices  which 
were  not  then  ready.     The  report  was  sent  to  the  Press    by  Mr, 
>Iaconachie,  and,  since  my  return  from  furiough  in  December  1880,  the 
printing  has   been   completed  ;  and  as  the  proofs  came   before  me,   I 
have  in  places  made  alterations  or  added  notes  where  necessitated  by 
more  recent  orders.    The  report  is  not  so  full  as  I  had  originally 
intended  to  make  it,  but  it  has  been  written  in  the  'intervals  of  other 
work  and  away  from  the  district ;  it  would  have  been  more  meagre  but 
for  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Maconachie    and  Wilson,  to  whom  I  am 
much  indebted.    Besides  helping  me  in  other  ways,  Mr.   Wilson  wrote 
paras.  56,  60,  62,  63,  92, 112, 114, 116, 116, 117, 299,  311  (in  part),  813, 
314  and   the  appendix   on   the    record    of  tribal    custom  ]  and  Mr. 
^Iq^o^achie  wrote  p^ra3.    94,  95, 118,  291,  315  and  318. 
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LAND  KEVENUE  SETTLEMENT 

OF  THE    . 

GIJRGAON  DISTRICT. 


CHAPTER  L—Tez  District, 

SeeUon  2.— The  Qargaon  district^  which  forms  the  subject  of  this 
General  account  of  the    report,i8of  a  very  irregular  shape,  and  contains 
district,  its  area,  sab-divi-    a  total  area  according  to  the  professional 
siona  and  boundaries.  survey  of  1,946-87  square  miles,  and  according 

to  the  Settlement  survey  of  1,940*797  square  miles ;  of  which  the  profes- 
sional survey  shows  as  cultivated  and  fallow  1,560*332  square  miles, 
and  the  Settlement  survey  1,558*175  square  miles.  It  lies  at  a  height 
of  from  600  to  700  feet  above  the  sea,  and  between  76°  20'  and  77°  36' 
east  longitude  and  2T  40'  and  28®  32'  north  latitude.  It  is  one  of 
the  three  districts  of  the  Delhi  division,  and  is  the  extreme  south-east 
corner  of  the  territories  ruled  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Punjab.  It  is  bounded  by  the  Delhi  district  on  the  north-ea^t; 
separated  by  the  Jumna  from  the  districts  of  Bulandshahr,  Aligarh 
and  Muttra  on  the  east ;  bounded  on  the  south  by  Muttra  and  the  state 
of  Bhartpur ;  on  the  west  by  Alwar ;  on  the  south-west,  {.  a.,  south  of 
the.Rew&ri  tahsil,  by  the  Jaipur  parganah  of  Eot  Kasim,  the  Bawal 
parganah  of  Nabha,  and  by  Alwar ;  on  the  north-west  by  the  Kanti 
parganah  of  Nabha  ;  and  on  the  north  by  Dujana,  the  British  district 
of  Rohtak,  and  the  little  state  of  Pataudi,  which  it  almost  encloses  in 
its  clasp.  It  is  at  present  divided  into  five  tahsils,  the  names  of  which 
with  their  respective  areas  are  given  below : — 


Arsa 

Aorei. 

Sq.  Miles. 

Onrgaon 

Bew4ri 

Palwal 

Ndh 

Firospnr 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

273,372 
260,646 
246,603 
271,365 
194,014 

42714 
407  25 
386-32 
42401 
80316 

I  take  these  areas  from  the  table  in  the  Revenue  Survey  map  of 
Gnrgaon,  where  the  tahsils  are  given  as  they  at  present  stand,  after 
the  changes  sanctioned  in  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  1521, 
of  29th  October  1875. 

There  are  1,264  separate  estates. 

Section  8. — The  hill  ranges  of  the  district  form  a  marked  feature 
in  its  physical  characteristics :  they  are  connected 
The  hilli.  ^j^j^  |.j^^  great   Aravalli  chain,  of  which-  they  are 

among  the  most  northern  ^purs,  and  like  that .  range  their  general 
direc^on  is  from  S.  S.-W.  to  N.  N.-E.  One  chain  forms  the  western 
border  of  the  district  from  the  south-western  corner  of  the  Firozpur 
tahnl  to  a  point  about  opposite  the  town  of  Nuh. 
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There  the  district  bonxidary  line  turns  off  to  the  west,  while  the 
range  runs  on  in  the  same  coarse,  and  then  sweeping  off  in  a  cnrre  to 
the  west,  ends  in  three  short  spurs,  two  thrown  out  to  the  north  and 
one  to  the  west.  Another  range  on  the  east  of  this  one  runs  almost 
parallel  to,  but  gradually  diverging  from  it.  After  a  course  of  25 
miles  northwards  from  the  southern  border  of  the  district,  it  becomeci 
more  and  more  broken,  and  for  20  mil^s  its  existence  can  onlj  be  traced 
by  a  line  of  detached  rocky  hillocks  of  various  sizes,  appearing  here 
and  there  above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Then  it  once  more 
reappears  as  a  range,  and,  forming  the  north-eastern  boundary  of  the 
district,  runs  wii^  gradually  lessening  height  past  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  district  into  Delhi. 

These  are  the  only  chains  of  any  unbroken  length ;  but  short 
broken  ranges  and  detached  hills  are  numerous  in  the  south  and 
west  of  Bew&ri,  whence  they  just  cross  the  border  into  Bohtak  and  are 
also  found  to  the  north-east  of  Bew£ri,  the  north-west  of  Nuh,  and 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Firozpur  tahsU,  formerly  known  as 
the  parganah  of  Punfih&na.  The  total  hill  area  of  the  district  is 
shown  by  the  professional  survey  as  99'397  square  miles.  As  to  the 
geological  formation  of  these  ranges,  I  quote  from  page  52  of  the 
Geology  of  India  by  Medlicott  and  Blanford  : — '^The  many  narrow 
ridges  stretching  from  the  south-west  into  the  plains  at  Delhi  and 
to  the  west  in  Hissar,  are  probably  formed  of  some  group  or  other 
of  Arvalli  series.  They  all  have  a  core  of  quartzite  with  more  or 
less  vertical  bedding,  ahd  the  associated  rocks,  as  far  as  they  are 
exposed  on  the  flanks  of  the  ridges,  indicate  advanced  metamorphism. " 
Iron,  inferior  plumbago,  and  mica  are  found  in  these  hills,  and  I  have 
been  shown  what  were  alleged  to  be  traces  of  copper.  The  hills  are 
generally  of  inconsiderable  height,  generally  lessening  as  you  proceed 
northwards,  of  the  same  general  character  as  the  well-known  rtdge 
at  Delhi,  and  frequently  of  considerable  breadth  at  the  summit ;  the 
range  between  Delhi  and  Gurgaon  is  in  places  more  than  three  miles 
broad.  I  estimate  the  ordinary  height  of  the  ranges  above  the  plain 
from  500  to  750  feet :  the  hill  above  Meoli  is  marked  on  the  map  as 
1,347  feet  above  the  sea,  the  elevation  of  the  plain  below  being  about 
€25  feet.  The  isolated  hill  of  Tankri  is  the  highest  in  the  district, 
and  must  reach,  I  should  estimate,  quite  2,000  feet  above  the  sea. 
This,  however,  is  only  a  rough  guess. 

Section  4. — ^Except  the  Jumna,  the  deep  stream  of  which  forms  the 
Biversaad  stnams.  eastern  boundary  of  the  district  and  the  pro- 

Th  Jumna.  vince,  within  which  it  is  therefore  partly  con- 

°™"*'  tained,  there  is  no  river  ofpermanent  flow  in 

The  SahibL  the  district ;  but  the  Sahibi,  which  rises  in  Jai- 

pur, passes  through  the  east  of  Bewkri,  where  its  sandy  bed  is  in  places 
more  than  half  a  mile  broad,  into  Pataudi  and  the  Bohtak  district, 
one  branch  passing  also  through  the  north-west  of  Gurgaon.  After 
heavy  rain  in  Jaipur,  this  stream  sometimes  comes  down  with  great 
force,  and  it  has  twice,  within  the  last  generation,  flooded  the  town  of 
Bewiri ;  in  1816^  and  on  the  16tb  August  1878.    Oa  both  occaaions 
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the  water  came  from  the  death  by  Lalpnr  and  Daw&na,  having  left 
the  proper  bed»  which  most  graduailj  have  been  raised  bj  the  deposits 
of  sand  in  Alwar  state*  In  August  1873,  the  water  came  at  mid- 
night, and  was  some  8  feet  deep  in  the  city ;  it  flowed  away  to  the 
northwards  in  some  three  or  fonr  hours,  but  caused  considerable 
damage  in  the  city,  and  outside  it  utterly  destroyed  the  railway 
bungalow,  and  swept  away  large  portions  of  the  line* 

The  Kanshaoti  or  Kash&wati,  another  stream  rising  in  Jaipur, 

The  Kanshaoti.  ™"  through  the  north-west  of  Rew&ri  and 

passes  into  Duj&na:  formerly,   according  to 

the  old  maps,  it  joined  the  Sahibi  in  Bohtak,  but  I  believe  that  its  waters 

now  never  reach  so  far.    Like  the  Sahibi  and  most  of  the  ottier  streami 

it  brings  down  a  great  deal  of  sand. 

Two  different  streams  go  by  the  name  of  Indori,  so  called  from 
The  Ihdorf  Indor  in  the  Alwar  hills  not  far  from  Nuh, 

near  which  they  both  rise,  or  rather  commence 
their  course ;  for  like  all  the  other  streams  of  occasional  flow,  they 
are  merely  torrents  running  for  a  few  hours  after  rain.  One  of  these 
streams  enters  the  district  atNandrampurbis  and  falls  into  the  Sahibi 
opposite  Jarthal :  the  other  flows  northward  into  the  country  round 
l^ru,  and  after  being  joined  by  a  number  of  other  small  nullahs, 
bringing  down  the  drainage  of  the  surrounding  hills,  spreads  its  waters 
over  the  low  country  south  of  Bahora,  and  eventually  joins  the  Sahibi. 
Thus  the  Sahibi,  while  it  only  comes  down  in  full  force  after  heavy 
rain,  in  the  north  of  Jaipur,  flows  with  a  smaller  stream  after  merely 
local  rain,  carrying  off  the  discharge  of  the  Indori. 

The  Bfidshahpur  nullah  brings  down  the  drainage  of  part  of  tho 

Balabgarh  tahsil  of  Delhi  through  a  gorge  in  the 

The^BAdBhahpM   j^^g^^  dividing  Delhi  and  Qurgaon  :  it  formerly 

flowed  southwards  through  the  Bhundsi  Valley,  but 

more  than  a  century-and-a-half  ago  it  was  diverted  by  the  construction 

of  a  bund  by  Bahadur  Singh  of  Ghiis^ra  into  ite  present  course,  falling 

into  the  Najafgarh  jhil.    In  the  heavy  floods  of  1876,  part  of  its 

stream  found  out  its  old  channel  and  swept  down  past  Bhundsi. 

Another  important  stream  is  the  Landoha,  which  is  formed  by 
Th  Land  ha.  ^^^  union  of  two  streams  in  Alwar,  one  flowing 

south  from  the  direction  of  Tij&rah  and  the 
other  joining  it  nearly  at  right  angles  from  the  west.  After  pursuing 
its  southward  course  to  a  point  nearly  directly  west  of  the  southern 
end  of  the  Firozpur  tahsil,  it  sweeps  round  in  a  curve  and,  crossing 
the  border,  flows  nortii wards  up  the  Firozpur  valley,  and  if  left  to  itoe& 
would  finally  fall  into  the  Eotila  jhil.  It  will  be  found  again  referred 
to  in  the  extracts  from  tiie  assessment  report  of  the  Firozpur  tahsil. 

Formerly  a  far  more  important  stream,  the  Manisne  or  (  Manasle, 

Th^iffaiiiAA.  *•  ^'*  °^*"  taker ),  now  generally  known  as  the 

TbeisaiuBs.  Kupareil,  entered  the  district  from  Alwar  and 

mmcA  up  the  ITirozpur  valley  along  the  Landoha  channeL    B&bar  in 
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his  autobiography  mentionB  that  it  then  fall  into  the  Eotila  lake,  but 
later  it  either  was  artificially  diverted  or  natarally  found  out  its 
present  course  into  Bhartpur.  The  tradition  as  recorded  by  Mr.  C. 
GubbinSy  in  a  memorandum  quoted  in  some  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of  the  Landoha  is,  that  someMeos  violated  and  then  murdered 
some  women  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  then  dry  in  the  hot  winds,  and 
that  a  fakir  who  lived  near  by  left  it  with  the  curse,  that  the  streams 
49hould  never  again  enter  the  polluted  bed. 

Besides    these  n^ore  important   streams,  there  are  numerous 
torrents  of  short  course,  which  after  rain  rush 
Other  BtwMM.  down  with  the  water  drained  from  the  hill- 

sides and  spread  their  floods  over  the  lower  levels.  There  are  also  a 
few  petty  brooks  fed  by  springs,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
Jhirrof  Firoapur. 

Section  5.  —Another  marked  physical   characteristic  of  the  dis- 
trict is  found  in  its  jhils  or  lakes.     The  most 
"^^i^^-  important  of  these  is  the  Najafgarh  jhil  on 

The  Najafgarh  jhil.  ^^le  northern  border  of  the  district ;  but  this 

is  mainly  situated  in  the  Delhi  district.  Into  it  the  Sahibi,  swollen 
by  the  Indori,  and  the  B&dshahpur  stream  pour  their  waters. 

-1U  o       *vi   -vi  Another  jhil,  but  of  very  much  smaller  size, 

TheSamathlajhU.  .^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  Sarmathla  jhil  in  the 

south-east  of  the  Qurgaon  tahsil  near  the  Delhi  border. 

The  other  jhils  of  the  district  are  found  in  the  tract  of  Niih,  lying 
Th  Niih     te     f  hil       ^D^®*"  *t®  ^"^  range  of  hills  mentioned  in 
sys  m  o  3  para.  3.  This  is  a  low-lying  strip  of  country,  the 

natural  receptacle  of  the  drainage  of  the  Firozpur  valley  and  parts  of 
Alwar  to  the  south  ;  of  the  higher  land  to  the  east ;  of  the  hills  that 
lie  on  both  sides  the  Bhundsi  valley  to  the  north ;  and  of  the  eastern, 
slopes  of  the  bounding  range  to  the  west.  From  all  these  four  quarters, 
but  principally  from  the  north  and  south,  come  during  the  rainy  sea- 
son the  surplus  drainage  waters  of  the  surrounding  country.  Omitting 
for  the  present  mention  of  the  works  which  will  hereafter  be  described, 
the  natural  course  of  these  flood-waters  is  from  the  north  part  into 
TheKhalflpnr  'hU  the  Khalilpur  jhil.  This  receives  the  overflow 

^    ^    '  of  the  Sarmathla  j  hil  which  passes  to  the  south 

through  a  sort  of  escape  channel ;  the  drainage  of  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  range  dividing  Delhi  and  Qurgaon ;  and 
part  of  the  drainage  of  the  Bhundsi  valley.  The  Ehalilpur  jhil  again 
has  anatural  escape  channel  which  conducts  the  surplus  waters  into  the 
The  Chandeni  ihil  Chandeni  jhil,  which  also  receives  directly  the 

other  part  of  the  drainage  of  the  Bhundsi 
valley. 

The  only  natural  outlet  for  the  waters  of  the  Chandeni  jhil  is 
The  KotUa  ihU.  towards  the  Kotila  jhil  lying  further  ^outh  immedi- 

'  ately  under  the  Firozpur- Alwar  hills  and  on  the' 
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borders  of  the  Ndh  and  Firozpur  tahsils.  This  jhil  also  forms  the 
natural  receptacle  of  tfaedrainage  of  the  Firozpur  valley  including  the 
I/ADdoba,  and  in  former  days  the  Manisne.  It  is  the  largest  of  the 
Qurgaon  lakes,  and  is  some  3  miles  long  fi^om  north  to  south  bj  2^ 
miles  broad. 

Although  a  great  part  of  the  water,  which  would  naturally  pour 
into  it,  is  diverted  by  artificial  works,  the  jhil  remained  filled  during 
1874-5-6,  and  before  these  works  were  constructed  can  hardly  ever 
have  been  free  from  water.  The  other  jhils  are  usually  quite  dry 
in  the  hot  weather,  and  unless  the  rains  have  been  somewhat  heavy ,> 
their  whole  area  is  generally  cultivated,  either  with  the  usual  spring 
crops  or  the  later  sown  melons  and  spring  judr,  used  for  fodder.  But 
after  heavy  rain  the  greater  part  of  this  low  tract  of  Nub  is  flooded 
and  one  continuous  sheet  of  water  sometimes  exists  for  nearly 
SO  miles. 

Section  6. — ^I  shall  reserve  my  n^ore  detailed  accounts  of  the  coun- 
try until  I  describe  the  assessment  circles ; 
Brief  account  of  the  here  I  shall  content  myself  with  stating,  that 

g^  aspect  of  the  di^  although  the  Qurgaon  and  Rewiri  tahsfls, 
forming  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the 
district,  are  generally  sandy,— 'the  lands  near  the  hills  are  very  inferior 
and  often  cut  up  into  a  perfect  net-work  of  ravines^— further  from  the 
hills,  in  some  tracts,  the  soil  is  better,  approaching  a  light  loam  in  its 
character;  in  other  places  it  is  of  very  loose  consistency,  and  some  parts 
present  a 'desolate  appearance  with  high  hillocks  of  sand.  To  the 
south-east  and  south-west  of  Qurgaon,  low-lying  lands  of  a  better 
character  are  found,  which  are  benefited  by  natural  irrigation,  and 
on  the  north  border  of  Qurgaon  is  the  low  basis  of  the  Najafgarh  jhil. 
The  banks  of  the  Jumna  are  generally  high,  but  in  the  north-east  cor- 
ner of  the  Palwal  tahsil  there  is  a  small  tract  between  the  main 
and  a  small  branch  channel  of  the  river,  low-lying  and  liable  to 
-inundation.  From  the  Jumna  and  this  tract  westwards  there  is  a 
stretch  of  country  some  30  to  35  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  some 
15  to  20  miles  f^om  east  to  west  of  a  level  good  loam,  rising  gradually 
from  the  Jumna  and  then  sloping  to  the  east  and  south,  and  extending 
over  most  of  the  Palwal  tahsil  and  the  eastern  portions  of  the  Nuh 
and  Firozpur  tahsils.  Between  this  plain  and  the  range  of  hills 
mentioned  as  dividing  Qurgaon  and  Alwar,  there  is  in  Niih  the  low- 
'  lying  country  before  mentioned.  There  the  prevailing  soil  is  clay^ 
but  immediately  under  the  hill  and  to  the  north-east  of  I9uh  and  in 
the  north-west  of  Palwal,  the  country  is  very  sandy.  The  part  of 
Kuh  which  lies  above  the  hills  is  a  high-lying  table-land  of  a  consis- 
ttent  but  sandy  loaro,  inferior  near  the  hills,  but  sloping  down  towards 
the  somewhat  better  lands  in  its  central  and  western  parts ;  while  the 
part  of  Firozpur  not  contained  in  the  plain  above  mentioned,  consists 
of  a  valley  between  two  ranges  of  hills,  the  lands  of  which  are 
.  generally  good,  but  are  partly  damaged  by  sand  deposits ;  the  soils 
.  near  the  hills  are  geneiully  inferior,  and  the  valley  merges  on  the 
,  north  into  the  Nuh  tract  of  depression.  Map  No.  YIII  shows  the 
'  distribution  of  the  soils. 
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Sedian  Y.'^ThB  average  rain-fUl  of  the  disiriot  may  be  taken  at 
about  SO  inches.     The  ayerage  fidl,  as  re- 
gistered at  the  head-qaarters  of  each  tahidl 
duriBg  the  10  years  ending  with  1876,  was  as  follows  8~ 


Bftin-faU. 


Gnigaon 

BewM 

Kdh 

Fldwal 

FiioipiiK 


38-6 
81-7 
820 
83-6 
811 


An  analysis  of  the  rain-fall  returns  giyen  with  the  Beyenne  Beport 
for  the  sixteen  years,  1868  to  1878,  both  inclusive,  gives  the  following 
results:— 


a= 

Number  of  years 

Month. 

Total  rain-faU 
of  16  years. 

Annual  average. 

in  which  no  rain 

fell  in  the  month 

in  question. 

Maximum 
rain-fall. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Jannaiy 

11-9 

0-7 

4 

8-4 

Febmary 

7-6 

0-6 

T 

1-6 

March 

10-9 

0-7 

6 

2*1 

April 

8-8 

0-9 

9 

0-9 

Mky 

196 

1-3 

4 

2*7 

June 

400 

2*6 

8 

7*6 

Jnly 

160-8 

100 

••• 

24*9 

Angiut 

103-8 

6*6 

1 

16-7 

September 

893 

6*6 

1 

28  2 

October 

10-9 

0*7 

9 

8-6 

Kovember 

0-3 

••t 

16 

0-8 

I>ecember 

6*9 

0*4 

8 

8*6 

The  ayerage  annual  rain-fall  of  these  sixteen  years  was  29  inches, 
the  mazimam  46*1  inches  in  1878,  and  the  minimum  11*3  in  1868. 


Section  8.— -The  climate  generally  is  more  temperate  than  that  of 

dim  te  com  aratirely       *^®  Punjab  proper,  the  cold  in  winter  and  the 

^   *      ^       heat  in  summer  are  both  less  extreme.    Near 

the  hill  ranges,  howeyer,  and  in  the  Firozpur 


temperate. 


vallej,  bounded  as  it  is  bj  hills  on  either  side,  the  heat  is  yery  great ; 
and  in  some  yillages  which  lie  immediately  under  the  hills,  the  people 
are  accustomed  to  go  out  in  the  fields  to  sleep  at  night,  so  as  to 
escape  the  heat  radiated  from  the  glowing  masses  of  rocks. 

SeeKon  9. — ^The  flooded  tracts  near  Nuh  are  terribly  feyer-stricken 

The  health  of  the  district  ^^  7®*™  ^^  abundant  rain-fall,  and  few  men  can 
stand  a  lengthened  residence  at  Ndh  without 
injury  to  their  constitution.  The  higher  parts  of  the  district,  and 
notably  the  Taoru  table-land,  and  the  high  plain  of  Palwal  and  the 
east  of  Ntih  and  Firozpur  used  to  be  yery  healthy ;  but  feyer  has  come 
with  the  Agra  canal  ii)to  the  yillages  along  itBConxse  in  the  high  plain^ 
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■ 
and  last  year  the  west  of  the  district  was  like  the  neighbcmriii^  tracts 
devastated  bj  fever.    The  town  of  Bew&ri  has  been  nnhealthj  ever 
since  the  incursion  of  the  Sahibi  in  1878. 

The  most  nnhealthy  months  are  September,  October  and  Novem-* 
her,  while  in  February  the  deaths  are  at  their  minimum  point.  Fever 
is  the  chief  cause  of  mortality,  but  cholera  visitations  are  not  rare, 
and  are  sometimes  very  severe :  while  the  district  is,  I'  believe,  the 
worst  in  the  Punjab  for  small-pox. 

Section  lO.^-The  district  has  from  time  to  time  suffered  severely 
^^^  , .  from  the  effects  of  drought ;  beginning  with 

^^^^^  the  well-known  "  Chalisa "  theeffect  of  which 

were  so  terrible  in  all  this  part  of  India.    The  years  of  drought  still 

remembered  in  the  district  are  the  following:-* 


A.  D. 

Sambat. 

1783.84 

1840 

••• 

••• 

Seyere  famine. 

180M 

1860 

Hencity. 

1812.13 

1869 

••• 

••• 

Scarci^. 

1817-18 

1874 

••• 

a»a 

Scarcity. 

1824-26 

1881 

••• 

••• 

Bcaidtj. 

1838-34 

1890 

,., 

SeveTe  fumnt. 

1837-38 

1894 

•■• 

•  •• 

Serere  famine. 

1843-44 

1900 

••• 

••• 

Scarcity. 

1850-51 

1907 

•■• 

••• 

1860.61 

1917 

••« 

••• 

Famine. 

1868-69 

1935 

••• 

•  •• 

Scarcity. 

To  these  must  now  be  added  the  famine  of  1877-78.  The  effects  of 
the  droughts  of  1860-61  and  1868-69  were  greatly  mitigated  by  the 
relief  afforded  by  Government  and  the  liberality  with  which  the  people 
were  treated  in  the  matter  of  collecting  the  revenue.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  people  generally  compare  very  unfavourably  with 
the  treatment  they  then  received,  the  action  taken  in  what  I  believe 
to  have  been  the  worse  famine  of  1877-78. 

Section  IL^— Map  No.  IV  shows  the  varying  depths  to  water  of 
Sonees  of  irrigation       the  wdls  in  the  Various  viltageSy  each  difference 
^v^Ua.  of  10  feet  being  distinguished  by  a  separate 

colour ;  the  estates  which  are  destitute  of  wells  are  left  blank.  As 
might  be  expected  from  tibe  varied  configuration  of  the  country  the 
depths  to  water  are  very  diversed,  ranging  from  under  lO  feet  to  over 
120  feet  The  welia  in  the  tract  watered  by  the  Agra  canal  were 
measured  before  the  commencement  of  irrigation.  The  details  of  the 
well  irrigation  of  each  circle  and  tahsil  will  be  found  in  the  appendices; 
in  some  parts  of  the  district,  as  in  ike  low-lying  £boded  tracts  of  Nt[h 
in  the  viUages  near  the  hills,  where  the  deptb  to  water  is  great,  and 
in  some  tracts  where  the  soil  is  good  but  the  water  somewhat  de&p 
uid  not  very  good,  the  area  under  well  irrigation  in  years  of  average 
rain-Adi  is  unimportant.  In  some  of  these  tracts  well  irrigs^on,  from ' 
the  saltness  or  depth  of  the  water,  is  practically  impossiUe ;  in  others^ 
the  weUs  enst  and  axe  worked- when  tiie  season  is  unjBavocoaUe  for  dry 
edtiTationy  aitboiigk  the  espeuee  are  too  gveat  to  midce  it  worth 
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while  to  use  the  wells  much  when  the  rainB  are  favourable.  In  other 
parts  of  the  district,  and  especially  in  tahsil  Bew&ri  and  parts  of  tahsil 
Onrgaon,  the  well  irrigated  area  is  comparatively  large  and  the  pro- 
duce raised  on  the  well  land  is  very  important.  The  bucket  and  rope 
or  lao-charas  system  of  working  the  welts  prevails  throughout  the  dis- 
trict ;  the  Persian  wheel  is  absolutely  unknown.  One  immense  well  at 
Biwan,  known  as  Baja  Bal's  well  and  dating  from  before  the  advent  of 
the  present  Meo  owners  of  the  village  in  the  Firozpur  tahsf  1,  has  room 
for  twelve  laos  and  possesses  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  water ;  but  I  do 
not  remember,  any  other  well  with  more  than  four  laos,  and  most  wells 
have  only  one  or  two  laos.  The  area  which  can  be  irrigated  from  a 
lao  varies  greatly  according  to  depth  and  supply  of  water^  and  the 
character  of  soil  and  the  season;  for  a  well  of  about  30  feet  deep  about 
ten  acres  may  be  taken  as  an  average.  Where  water  is  near  the  sur- 
face, dhinklU,  t.  e.f  lever  buckets,  are  sometimes  used,  especially  for 
market  gardening  near  towns,  but  the  area  thus  irrigated  is  insigni- 
ficant. In  many  partcr  of  the  district,  kacha  wells,  i.  6.,  wells  without 
masonry  cylinders,  are  numerous ;  they  are  constructed  with  cylinders 
made  either  of  timber  or  of  wattled  branches,  and  last  "very  various 
periods  according  to  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  rain-fall ;  in  other 
parts  the  character  of  the  subsoil  makes  the  construction  of  such  wells 
impracticable. 

Section  12. — A  marked  peculiarity  of  the  Qurg£on  district  is  the 
saltness  or  brackishness  of  the  water  supply 

Chiknot  of  Firozpur,  the  water  is  invariably 
salt,  in  others  it  is  everywhere  sweet,  and  in  others  again  it  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  beforehand  whether  a  well  will  be  sweet  or  salt ;  and 
sometimes  there  are  two  strata  of  water,  one  salt  and  the  other  sweet, 
so  that  the  well  when  first  worked  is  sweet,  and  after  being  worked 
some  little  time,  yields  salt  water.  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  the 
wells  are  especially  liable  to  be  salt,  (1),  when  the  depth  to  water  is 
considerable  and  the  soil  of  a  clayey  character  (as  a  rule,  in  sandy 
villages  the  water  is  sweet ) ;  (2),  in  tracts,  which  are  low-lying 
and  receive  and  retain  the  drainage  of  higher  lands :  the  salt  produc- 
ing tracts  near  Farakhnagar  and  near  Nuh  both  fall  under  this 
'  heading.  The  wells  are  classed  in  the  Settlement  papers  as  sweet, 
bracki&h,  or  salt :  the  effect  of  the  character  of  the  water  on  the  produce 
depends  partly  on  the  nature  of  the  soil ;  where  this  is  sandy,  a 
certain  amount  of  saltness  in  the  water  is  a  positive  benefit,  and 
where  the  water  is  very  salt,  very  fine  crops  can  be  grown  if  the  seed 
is  once  sprouted  by  rain  water ;  on  the  other  hand,  on  a  clay  soil  salt- 
ness in  the  water  is  very  prejudicial.  For  yegetables  and  tobacco, 
Bweetoronlyslightly  brackish  water  is  ordinarily  necessary.  Besides 
the  above  three  descriptions  of  water,  there  is  a  kind  of  water  found 
in  some  wells  in  Bew&ri,  known  as  matuHUaf  or  hard,  the  crops  on 
which  are  generally  good;  and  there  are  also  a  few  wells  in  which 
the  water  is  sweet  kdUar;  on  sweet  kallar  wells  and  on  very  salt 
;wdls  on  clayey  mUb,  it  is  often  necessary  to  let  the  land,  which  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  9  ) 

been  watered  one  year,  lie  fallow  or  be  cnltivated  witb  rain  crops 
the  next  jear,  in  order  to  prereot  its  becoming  uncnltnrable. 

In  some  parts  of  tbe  district  the  only  drinking  water  which  the 
people  can  get  is  procured  from  wells  sunk  close  to  the  village  tank 
or  pond,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  pond  water  roughly  filtered.  If  the  pond 
goes  dry  in  the  hot  weather,  water  has  to  be  fetched  sometimes  from 
a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles. 

Section  13.— Another  point  which  may  be  noticed  is,  that  the 
Difference  as  to  amont    ^^^^  supply  in  the  wells  situated  in  that  part 
of  water  supply  in  the  east    of  the  district  which  lies  east  of  a  line  drawn 
and  in  the  west  of  the  dis-    along  the  range  of  hills  on  the  Alwar  border, 
^^  and  thence  prolonged  northwards,  is,  as  a 

rule,  comparatively  scanty,  while  west  of  that  line  it  is  abundant;  the 
cause  of  this  is  probably  connected  with  the  fact  shown  by  the  course 
of  the  Sahibi,  tiiat  this  western  part  of  the  district  is  lower  than 
the  Bajputana  country  io  the  south. 

Section  14. — Although  more  properly  belonging  to  the  chapter  on 

.     assessment,  the  following  statement  of  which 

g.tertS^'^f  "^    all  the  figures  but  those  contained  in  the  last 

column  have  been  extracted  from  a  report 

furnished  in  Assistant  Settlement  Officer's  letter  No.  122  of  23rd  April 

1878,  may  conveniently  be  given  here : — 


[Statement 
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statement  ehawmg  anumnt  of  Land  Revenue  due  to  wM  irrigaAum  for 
eath  OMseeament  circle  of  Ourgaon  Disiriet. 


Kune 

Amount  of 
Land  Re- 

AT^age 

Peioentageof  total 

of 

Kame  of  aBseasment  oirde 

Teniie  due  to 

ble  per  lao 
inaorea. 

aflsessment    due  to 

Tahfld. 

well  irriga- 
tion. 

well  irrigation. 

. 

Ra. 

Bahorm 

•*• 

... 

7,077 

12 

21-90 

Pahir 

••• 

... 

1,169 

9-21 

Dahri 

••• 

••• 

637 

4-06 

• 

8ohna 

••■ 

t*. 

S868 

14-73 

§ 

SaiUni 

•*• 

*•• 

1,467 

6-77 

^ 

Slhi 

••a 

••• 

3,566 

23-11 

2 

S£hibi 

••• 

... 

3,904 

15 

20  28 

K^Ban 

•  •a 

••• 

604 

6-98 

Faraklmagar    ... 

•  >• 

•■• 

3,104 

12 

2536 

Gargaon 

•  •• 

..a 

5,798 

15-24 

Adjoining  Dabar 

... 

... 

900 

838 

Total 

... 

36,074 

«a* 

•  a. 

Sfaahjahinpnr  ~. 

•  •a 

1,816 

7 

16-22 

Pah£r 

«.. 

... 

7,134 

7 

20*89 

KanB&ott 

•a* 

... 

6,762 

11 

24-76 

h7 

Rewiri             ••• 

a.a 

•M 

5,826 

4 

24-98 

P4 

Sahibi 

a. a 

••* 

19,617 

11 

30-82 

PilbiwM 

... 

... 

6,245 

10 

21-33 

Magda  Bait     ... 
Mundi 

... 

F»« 

9.539 
5,205 

11 
8 

18-59 
20-89 

Total 

... 

... 

62,044 

•a. 

... 

Bbuder 

••a  • 

1,686 

12  99 

^ 

Dahrl 

.•a 

aaa 

2,889 

16.39 

< 

Kh&dar 

... 

•  •• 

1,449 

11-61 

^ 

Kbidar  B&ngar 

!.. 

*•• 

4,221 

13-86 

3 

B&ngar 

... 

... 

20,317 

9*51 

p^ 

Total 

... 

30,562 
•27 

a*. 
... 

... 

6£ngar 

••• 

6,268 

6 

6-68 

M 

T4oni 

•a. 

... 

6,777 

7 

16-37 

Dabar 

... 

... 

3,587 

6 

2-98 

% 

Total 

8. a 

16,633 

... 

... 

Cbiknot           ••• 

•  a* 

aaa 

640 

2-77 

Landoba 

... 

•a. 

2,016 

3-91 

Hindikbera    ... 

a«« 

a. a 

3,941 

12 

14-18 

a 

Bbnder 

•«• 

a.. 

8,082 

1635 

e 

Pnnibina 

... 

... 

6,024 

6-60 

g 

Total 

aaa 

19,603 

... 

... 

Oraad  Total 

... 

164.942 

8 

.88 

*2^08iTaiik 
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Section  IS^-^In  addition  to  wells  and  to  the  Agra  caaal,  which 
OtJier  irrigatiOT  workt,  "  noticed  in  the  next  paragraph^  the  other 
irrigation  works  of  the  district  are,  or  rather 
were,  for  to  many  of  ihem  the  past  tense  must  be  applied,  as  follows: 
embankments  at  Gwiilpahiri,  Jhnnd  Serai,  Baipnr  Ghata,  Bargajar, 
Jharsa,  Harsam,  Garhi  Harsam,  Tuglakpnr,  Sohna  and  Baisina  in  the 
Gurgaon  tahsfl  ;  at  Dahina  and  Nundrampnrbas  in  Bew&ri ;  at 
Aliw^lpur  and  Sangel  in  Nuh ;  at  Badli,  Banarsi,  Bhnnd,  Eanmeida, 
Kadapor,  Maholi  and  Nagli  in  Firozpur ;  and  the  connected  chain  of 
works,  consisting  of  theKotila  embankment,  and  Gnbbin's  Cat,  design- 
ed to  drain  the  Chandeni  jhil  and  to  divert  the  surplus  water  from 
it  and  also  the  waters  coming  from  the  Firozpur  yalley,  away  from 
the  Kotla  jhil  into  the  country  south  of  Ujiua  :  these  works  will  be 
found  described  in  the  extracts  from  the  assessment  reports,  Nuh, 
para.  82,  Firozpur  paras.  9, 10,  11.  The  arrangements  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  those  various  works  will  be  noticed  in  paras.  302  and 
SOS.  A  small  portion  of  the  canal  which  drains  the  Najafgarh  jhil 
is  ajLso  in  the  district  and  is  referred  to  in  the  extracts  from  the 
Assessment  Report  for  Gurgaon,  para.  85. 

jSec^iofi  16.-— The  Agra  canal,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
The  Ak»  Aniif^i.  GoTornment  of  the  North-Westem  Provinces, 

was    nominally  opened  on  the  6th  March 
1874,  and  irrigation  commenced  from  the  rabi  of  1875. 

The  areas  irrigated  in  the  Gurgaon  district  each  year  have 
been  as  follows :  — 


Year. 

Eharif. 

Babi. 

Total. 

Aorei, 

Acres, 

Aerei, 

1874-75 

9,406 

9,406 

1875-76 

2.167 

7,887 

9,664 

1876-77 

4,848 

10,266 

16,113 

1877-78 

16,789 

31,887 

48,626 

1878-79 

11,828 

29,447 

41,276 

In  1878*79  the  number  of  villages  which  took  water  in  the  kharif 
was  186,  of  which  99  were  in  Palwal,  28  in  Nuh  and  14  in  Firozpur  ; 
and  the  number  which  took  it  in  the  rabi  was  142,  of  which  110  were 
in  Palwal,  22  in  Niih  and  10  in  Firozpur  :  of  the  total  irrigation  of 
41,275  acres,  about  one-tenth  was  by  lift  and  the  rest  by  flow.  The 
rates  levied  are:  1^  occupier's  rate ;  2,  owner's  rate. 

Occupier*B  raU. 


ClaML 

KistuocC  0)M>p# 

Pbb  aceb  ibbigatsd. 

Per 

Nataral  flow. 

Lift. 

I 

n 
m 

IV 

Tobacco,  opiam,  i«gefaUie%  ofohands  tDd 

watcrnuti. 
All  labi  crops,  indigo,  and  cotton. 
All  khaiif  ciopt  not  speoifled  abore. 

'     B8.A8.     P. 

6    10    S 

4      0    0 
8      0    0 
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These  rates  were  after  some  discussion  fixed,  and,  I  think,  rightlj 
'fixed,  considerably  higher  than  those  hitherto  levied  on  most  canals. 
At  the  time  of  the  Settlement  measurements,  and  of  my  inspection 
for  assessment,  canal  irrigation  had  not  commenced  ;  as  the  villages 
would  in  any  case  have  had  to  be  assessed  in  their  dry  aspect,  so  as  to 
allow  of  the  introduction  of  the  owner's  rate  system,  this  was  an  advan- 
tage. Fields  assessed  by  me  at  well  irrigated  rates  will  be  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  owner's  rates.  As  yet  the  irrigated  area  under  kharif 
crops  is  small,  sugarcane  cultivation  being  strange  to  the  people,  and 
the  main  crops  grown  being  wheat  and  barley.  I  notice,  however,  in 
the  published  reports  that  the  Canal  Officers  have  grown  and  distri- 
buted among  the  people  young  sugar  plants,  for  which  there  was  a 
demand,  so  that  probably  the  kharif  irrigation  will  extend. 
.Mr.  Maconachie  tells  me  that  in  a  few  places  there  seems  to  be 
some  danger  of  water-logging,  producing  the  same  disastrous  effects 
as  on  the  Western  Jumna  Canal. 

SeeiioTt  17.— The  district  is  not  well-wooded,  and  some  portions 
of  it,  such  as  the  low-lying  tract  in  Nuh, 
VegeUtioxioftliediBtrict.  are  peculiarly  bare  of  trees.  In  Bewdri 
the  farrdsh  {Tamariz  orientalis)  is  especially 
prevalent,  and  here  the  farr&sh  trees  in  waste  lands  and. 
along  the  village  roads  often  form  the  subject  of  an  owner- 
ship, distinct  from  the  ownership  of  the  soil.  Thekikar  [Acacia  Arahica) 
is  fouud  all  over  the  district ;  it  grows  in  large  numbers  in  some  vil- 
lages a  few  miles  south-west  of  Ourgaon,  and  in  the  Falwal  tahsil  £ 
have  found  instances  of  kikar  plantations  carefully  preserved  by  the 
village  communities.  The  E&buli  kikar  {Acacia  Fa/mesiana)  is  also 
common.  The  Nfm  [Azadirackta  Indica^  is  generally  found  growing 
in  and  around  the  village  sites,  where  also  the  Pipal  {Ficus  religiosa) 
and  the  Bar  {Ficua  Indica)  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  In  some  parts 
of  the  district,  particularly  in  low-lying  flooded  tracts,  in  which  the 
soil  is  naturally  sandy,  as  at  Sultanpur  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsfl,  and 
near  Sailani,  the  Khajur  or  date  palm  {Phoenix  aylvestria)  grows  abun- 
dantly ;  but  the  fruit  is  very  inferior.  In  the  east  and  south  of  the 
district  there  are  a  few  scattered  specimens  of  the  Tari  or  palmyra 
{Borassw  flabeJUformis).  The  Falwal  tahsfl  is  by  far  the  best  wooded, 
there  most  j&t  villages  preserve  a  certain  portion  of  their  area  sacred 
from  the  plough,  and  regard  in  a  semi-sacrilegious  light  the  cutting 
down  of  uie  trees  growing  there.  The  greater  part  of  the  vegetation 
ordinarily  found  in  such  banuis  or  rikhias,  as  they  are  called,  consists 
of  the  Earil  {Oapparis  apkylla)f  the  Hins  or  Jhokar  {Capparia  harrida), 
the  J&l  or  Dongar  {Salvadora  oleoidea)^  the  Baunjh  {Prosopis  epicigera), 
and  the  Khair  {Acacia  catechu)  y  but  there  are  also  found  the  Dhik 
{Bideafrondo8a),iheQnhx{Fi€mglofnerata)f  the  Paphri  {Pongamia 
glabra),  and  the  Lasora  {Cordia  latifolia),  as  well  as  some  of  the 
other  trees  already  mentioned.  The  Eaddam  {SfancUa  cardifolia) 
is  fairly  common  towards  Falwal  and  Hodal;  the  Barua  {Cranasva 
religiosa)  and  the  Imli  (Tamarindtis  Indica)  are  met  with,  but 
are  not  common.  The  Am  {Mangifera  Indica)  is  extremely  rare. 
The  Bakain  {MeHa  sempervirem)  .is  of  ordinary  occurrenoe,  and 
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Amlt&ah  {Catharto-earpua  JMida)  is  not  very  infrequent    The^ 
>  {Ziaifphus  Jujuba)  is  planted  in  orchards  for  the  sake  of  its  frnit. 
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especialiV  near  large  towns,  and  is  also  found  elsewhere.  The  Shisham 
{Dalbergia  Sistu)  and  the  Siris  {Acacia  Hrissa)  are  confined  to  the 
sides  of  the  roads,  where  they  have  been  planted  bj  the  District 
Officers;  near  Gurgaon  a  very  successfnl  experiment  has  been  made  in 
^  planting  an  avenue  with  the  Bignonia  MUlingtoniaf  locally  known  as 

Wilayati  bakain,  a  handsome  quick-growing  tree  with  a  beautiful 
white  flower.  The  special  tree  of  the  hill  ranges  is  the  Dhauk 
{AnogeisfUB  latifoUa  t  or  pendula  t) ;  at  one  time  the  hills  are  said  to 
have  been  very  fairly  covered  with  Dhauk  trees,  but  now,  except  in  a 
few  places,  where  the  villages  preserve  the  trees,  until  they  reach 
a  size  which  fits  them  for  sale,  every  sapling  is  at  once  cut  down  or 
grazed  down  by  goats.  In  my  letter  No.  62,  of  81st  March  1876,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Delhi,  I  suggested  that  it  might  be  advisable  to- 
arrange  for  the  conservation  of  the  trees  on  some  of  the  ranges ;  after 
some  further  correspondence  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  but  I  believe  no  final  decision  has  yet  been  arrived 
at.    On  the  Tankri  hill  there  are  some  Gugal  or  Balsom  trees. 

One  of  the  most  characteristic  plants  of  the  district  is  the 
Zizyphus  nummularia,  ordinarily  called  p&U  or  jhar-beri.  This  is 
common  all  over  the  district,  except  in  low-lying  inundated  tracts  ; 
but  it  especially  favours  high-lying  and  sandy  lands  such  as  are  found 
near  Taoru  and  in  parts  of  Rew&ri;  there  in  September  and  October 
"^  the  fields  are  often  so  thickly  covered  with  this  prickly  shrub-  that  it 

is  not  easy  either  to  walk  or  ride  over  them.  It  is  invaluable  to  the 
people :  the  leaves  are  threshed  out  and  given  as  fodder  to  the  cattle, 
the  fruifc  is  eaten  or  taken  for  sale  to  the  towns,  the  thorny  branches 
are  used  for  hedges  or  fuel,  and  the  root  for  dyeing  leather. 

Hardly  less  useful  is  the  munj  grass,  (Saccharum  aara)  which  is 
found  all  over  the  district,  and  seems  to  flourish  both  in  high  sandy  lands, 
as  near  Bolni  in  Sew&ri  and  in  low  flooded  tracts,  as  near  Palwal  on 
the  east.    Its  uses  are  too  well  known  to  require  description  here. 

Among  the  numerous  other  plants  found  in  the  district,  the 
following  deserve  notice  : — 

The  Jhau  {Tamarix  dioica)  covers  the  low  alluvial  lands  along* 
the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  its  twigs  are  used  in  basket-making,,  and  in 
the  construction  of  temporary  well  cylinders.     The  B&nsa  (Tephrosia 
^  purpurea)  grows  abundantly  near  the  hills :  the  cylinders  of  temporary 

wells  are  ordinarily  made  by  weaving  together  its  branches.  Ehip 
{Orihanihera  viminea)  grows  on  salt  lands,  and  is  used  in  the  Nuh 
■alt-pans  to  quicken  the  crystallisation  of  the  salt. 

Bathui  (  Chenopodium  album)  and  Chaulai  {Amaranihust  ), 
are  common  pot  herbs :  the  former  grows  chiefly  in  irrigated  lands. 
The  seeds  of  the  S&nwak  (Pankum  cohnum)  are  also  eaten  by  the 
poor.    The  N&li  {IpimiKarepianB)^  which  grows  in  submerged  lands 
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is  also  used  as  a  pot  lierb :  and  among  the  wild  gourds  the  Eachri 
{Oueumis  pvbeseens)  and  the  BankarUa  {Momardica  Charaniia)  are 
eaten  by  the  people. 

In  poor  soils  near  the  hills  there  often  grow  the  E&ns  grass 
(Succharum  spontaneum)  and  the  Bhart  (Centhnu  eehinatus)  with  its 
troublesome  and  prickly  burs  ;  and  in  the  flooded  lands  of  some  villages 
in  the  north  of  Firozpur  (especially  in  Oohana  and  Bahadri)  is  found 
the  Narsal  {Arundo  karka),  a  most  tenacious  aquatic  plant,  which  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  eradicate,  and  which  had  to  be  considered  in 
fixing  the  assessment  of  those  estates.  Pipe  stems  are  made  of  its 
reeds. 

The  only  other  plant  which  I  can  at  present  remember,  and 
which  it  seems  necessary  to  mention,  is  theNag-phani  [Cachfs  Indieui), 
which  forms  a  thick  hedge  round  many  villages  in  Eew&ri. 

Section  18. — Iron  ore  exists  in  the  hill  range  near  Firozpur  and 

1  ,^««t-  tti.  at  Patau  XJdepuri,    a  few    miles    south  of 

Mineral  products,  &c.         ^^^^^^^.  j^    ^he  time  of  the    Nawabs  of 

Iron .  Firozpur  the  trees  on  the  hills  were  rigorously 

preserved,  and  the  ore  was  worked  and  smelted  at  Ferozpur ;  but  on 
annexing  the  country  the  hills  were  abandoned  to  the  village  commu- 
nities and  the  consequent  decrease  in  the  supply  of  fuel  soon  rendered 
the  manufacture  unprofitable,  and  it  has  long  been  abandoned* 
Traces  of  copper  exists  in  the  range  east  of 

^P^'*  Firozpur,    on  the  road  to  Bew&ri.    Mica  is 

Miea.  found    near    Bhundsi,  and    is    occasionally 

extracted.    In  1861  the  late  Dr.  Thomson,  Civil  Surgeon  of  Gurgaon, 

reported  the  find  of  a  deposit  of  plumbago  near 

Plnmbago.  Sohna,  and  an  account  of  his  discovery  was 

published  in  the  Punjab  Gaae^^s  of  4th  January  1862.  Some  pencils 
were  manufactured  out  of  the  plumbago  found  there,  and  at  first  there 
was  good  hope  of  the  mine  being  really  valuable,  but  eventually 
the  substance  was  pronounced  extremelv  poor  and  commercially 
valueless.  More  recently  the  locality  has  been  visited  by  Mr.  Hacket, 
Geological  Surveyor ;  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Geological  Survey,  I  am  enabled  to  give  the  following  extraote 
from  his  notes  : — 

**Plu7nhago  ScMsU. 

"At  the  back  of  the  town  of  Sohna,  in  the  Gurgaon  district,  a 
thin  irregular  band  of  schist,  possibly  belonging  to  the  Baiolo  group, 
occurs  in  the  quartzites.  From  these  schists  some  specimens  of  plum- 
bago have  been  taken.  There  are  no  traces  of  any  excavations  having 
been  made,  except  a  very  small  pit,  which  could  not  have  been  many 
feet  deep.  Anything  that  I  could  see  was  exceedingly  poor  and  hardly 
deserved  the  name  of  plumbago,  and  I  doubt  if  anything  much  richer 
was  ever  taken  from  this  locafity.  The  specimen  sent  to  me  by  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  was  ad  poor  as  those  I  picked  up. 
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''Gold. 

<<  When  examining  iheee  scliists,  the  Sohna  Iambat*d&r  told  me 
that  after  everj  rain  small  quantities  of  gold  were  discovered  in  the 
sand,  mud,  &c.,  of  the  little  water-courses  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill«  I 
had  up,  and  examined,  Mehtars  of  the  town,  who  told  me  that  it  was 
true  that  they  made  a  few  rupees  everj  year  in  this  way,  and  that  the 
heavier  the  rains  the  larger  the  amount  of  gold.  Last  year,  for  instance, 
as  the  rains  were  so  slight,  they  did  not  get  any,  or  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  looking  for.  The  only  rocks  exposed  in  this  gully  are  the 
Alwar  quartzites,  and  these  schists.  As  I  cannot  imagine  that  the 
gold  could  be  washed  out  of  the  hard  quartzites,  it,  I  presume,  must 
come  from  these  schists." 

Sedian  19.— Slates  are  quarried  from  the  detached  knot  of  hills 
g.  near  Ehol,  Majra-Bhalki,  and  some  twelve 

miles  west  of  Re  wiri ;  the  chief  quarry  has  been 
for  some  years  worked  by  a  company,  and  it  is  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Masson,  the  Manager  of  the  Company,  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  fol- 
lowing information.  During  the  four  years  1876  to  1879  the  quarries 
supplied  about  800^000  of  roofing  slates,  and  about  84,000  square 
feet  of  slabs.  The  following  account  of  the  slates  is  based  on  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Kirby,  the  Assistant  Secretary  Public  Works  Department, 
to  Mr.  Masson.  The  slate  in  question  corresponds  with  what  is  known 
as  the  g^anwacke  slate,  which  is  a  laminated  claystone,  containing 
sand,  mica,  &c.,  and  is  inferior  to  clay  slate.  The  cleavage  does  not 
appear  as  clean  or  as  good  as  in  slates  from  the  hill  districts,  nor  is 
the  color  uniform  or  the  grain  fine.  In  granwacke  slates  the  laminss 
of  deposition  on  all  the  vertical  planes  are  parallel  to  the  plane  of  stra- 
tification, and  so  far  differ  from  clay  slates  whose  laminss  cross  the 
plane.  Mr.  Eirby  sums  upbyobserring  that  the  slates,  although 
not  of  first  class  quality,  are  good  and  serviceable  and  will  suit  most 
building.  I  may  add  that  slates  from  these  hills  have  been  very 
largely  used  in  roofing  the  stations  of  the  Bajputana  State  Bailway. 

SecUon  20. — ^Map  No.  IX  shows  the  villages  in  which  kankar  is 
y^^^^  found ;  the  information  may  perhaps  be  use- 

ful to  district  and  public  works  officers ; 
Sadhrana  in  Gnrgaon,  Harora  Eberti-kankar,  Hasanpur-Sohna, 
and  XJlahta  in  Nuh,  Somand-khera  and  Umra  in  Firozpur,  are  villages 
of  which  the  kankar  is  very  good. 

Section  21. — As  the  hot  sulphur  springs  of  Sohna  are  described 
Mnhurfsriaaa  ^^  *^®  Oazetteer,  I  here  content  myself  with 

p      wsna^  noting  their  existence. 

Becttan  22.-<-Map  No.  YI  shows  the  main  lines  of  communica- 

Gommiinicstionf.  *^^^"  ^^  ***®  district.    The  Bajputana  State 

Bailway  passes  through  the  Qurgaon  and  Be- 

w&ri  tabsils ;  and  the  stations  of  Gurgaon,  Garhi-Harsaru,  Ehanpnr 

ftnd  Bew&ri  on  the  main  line^  and  farykhnagar  on  a  branch  are 
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sitaated  within  the  district.  TheOrand  TrankBoadfrom  Delhi  to  Agra 
runs  the  entire  length  of  the  Palwal  tahsil ;  and  there  are  metalled 
roads  from  Gurgaon  to  Delhi  tdd  the  Kutab,  and  from  Gurgaon  for 
a  few  miles  towards  Sohna.  Generally  speaking  the  unmetalled  roads 
of  the  district  are  not  good ;  ia  the  Bew&ri  and  Gargaon  tahsils  the 
country  is  so  sandy,  that  the  roads  are  necessarily  extremely  heavy ; 
in  the  country  near  Taoru  the  ravines  are  numerous,  and  in  the  rainy  i, 

season  the  roads  are  sometimes  impassable  to  wheeled  carriage ;  in 
the  low-lying  part  of  Niih  and  the  Firozpur  valley  the  roads  are  often 
under  water,  and  occasionally  it  is  impossible  to  journey  from  Firoz- 
pur to  Nuh,  except  by  keeping  close  to  the  base  of  the  hills ;  in  f 
Palwal,  and  in  the  east  of  Firozpur  and  Nuh  the  country  is  more 
naturally  favourable  to  the  construction  of  roads,  and  h6re  the  com- 
munications are  fairly  good,  but  I  should  be  very  loath  to  attempt  a 
driving  tour  over  any  other  part  of  the  district.  Beally  good  roads 
from  Gurgaon  to  Firozpur  vtd  Sohna  and  Niih,  and  from  Nuh  and 
Firozpur  viA  Pun&h&na  to  Hodal  would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the 
district,  but  they  would  not  be  easy  either  to  make  or  to  maintain. 
ThQ  other  roads  are  not  so  important ;  the  traffic  between  Bew&ri  and 
Nuh  is  never  likely  to  be  of  much  importance ;  west  of  Kewdri  good 
unmetalled  roads  are  almost  impossible,  and  the  trade  with  the  Native 
States  beyond  is  mainly  carried  on  by  camels;  the  country  too 
between  Bew&ri  and  Gurgaon  is  not  favourable  for  road  making,  and 
as  the  railway  follows  this  line  of  route,  a  good  road  is  not  absolutely 
needed.  Next  in  importance  after  the  roads  noted  above,  I  should 
place  the  construction  of  a  good  road  between  Sohna  and  Palwal,  but  P 
on  this  route  also  the  difficulties  arising  both  from  floods  and  from 
sand  would  have  to  be  faced.  Fortunately  the  district  funds  of  Gur- 
gaon are  rich,  so  that  perhaps  it  may  be  found  possible  in  future  to  do 
something  in  the  direction  indicated. 

There  are  roads  for  wheeled  carriage  over  the  hills^t  Sohna, 
and  at  Nuh  on  the  roads  leading  from  those  places  to  Taoru  and 
Eew&ri ;  and  there  is  a  good  road  through  the  pass  west  of  Firozpur 
leading  to  Tijara ;  and  a  very  indifferent  one  through  the  pass  east  of 
Firozpur  leading  to  Bisru  and  the  Bhartpur  town  of  Pahari :  there  is 
another  pass  on  the  Firozpur-Pundh&na  road  at  Ehanpur-Ghati ;  the 
traffic  by  this  route  is  considerable,  but  the  road  on  both  sides  the 
pass  is  at  present  very  heavy.  Tracks  over  the  hills,  fit  only  for  foot  v 
passengers  or  for  ponies,  are  numerous.  Perhaps  at  some  future 
time  it  may  be  found  possible  to  make  a  light  railway,  in  continuation 
of  the  H&thras-Mathra  railway,  running  through  Eosi,  Hodal  and 
Palwal  with  a  branch  to  Nuh.     I  should  think  that  it  would  cost  ^ 

little  to  construct,  and  would  probably  be  profitable  financially,  run- 
ning, as  it  would,  through  a  fertile  and  well-populated  coun;^ry,  and 
opening  up  cheap  communication  between  the  Nuh  salt,  and  the 
!E^rozpur  cotton,  and  the  marts  whither  they  now  are  exported  by 
road. 
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CHAPTER  II.— Its  History. 

Section  23. — For  an  account  of  the  early  histoid  of  Mewat,  as  far 

Early  hiatoryof  Mewat.  ^®  ^^  ^*°  ^  gleaned    from  the  Muhamma- 

dan  historians,  I  would  refer  to  Chapter  I 
of  Major  Powlett's  Gazetteer  of  Alwar.  I  had,  before  the  publication 
of  that  interesting  work,  written  a  somewhat  similar  but  less  complete 
account,  based  generally  on  the  same  authorities ;  but  the  information 
which  I  had  gathered  having  thus  been  subsequently  made  available, 
it  appears  unnecessarv  to  lengthen  this  report  by  repeating  it  here. 
The  salient  points  of  the  history  are  the  turbulence  of  the  Mewattis, 
who,  relying  on  the  strength  of  their  hill  retreats,  plundered  the 
country  far  and  wide  whenever  the  central  authority  was  from  any 
cause  temporarily  weakened ;  the  severe  measures,  from  time  to  time, 
adopted  to  repress  them  ;  and  the  important  parts  played  in  the  time 
of  Timur  by  Bah&dar  N&h&r,  the  reputed  founder  of  the  Khanzadas, 
and  in  that  of  B^bar  by  Hasan  Khan  Mewatti,  with  whose  death  the 
political  importance  of  the  Ehanzada  lords  of  Mewat  ceased:  since 
then  there  has  never  been  a  sole  and  independent  ruler  of  Mewat, 
which  at  present  is  partitioned  between  Alwar,  Bhartpur  and 
Gurgaon. 

Section  24. — In  the  time  of  Akbar  the  present  Gurgaon  district 
Conrtitution  of  the  dis-     ^*«  contained  in  subahs,  Delhi  and  Agra,  and 
trictinthetimeof  Akbor.       comprised,   wholly  or  partly,    the  following 
Sirkars  and  Dasturs  :— 


Sirk&r  Delhi 


Sirkir  Bew&ri 


Svhah  Delhi, 

Dasturs  — 

Palwal 

Jharsa 

Dasturs 

Bahora 

Taoru 

Bew&ri 

Sohna 

Kohana  or  Lohfina 


Sirkap&  Dastur  Indor 


Tijara 


£ftt5a&  Agra. 

Sirk&r  Dastur 

Stthir  or  Pah&ri  Hodal 


MahaU  or  Parganas. 


Ujina 

Umri-Umra 

Piningw&n 

Bisru 

Bhasohra(?Bichor) 

Jhamrawat 

Khanpur 

Sakras 

Santa  wari 

Pirozpur 

Eotila 

Ghasera 

Kagina. 


Section  25. — Daring  the  flourishing  times  of  the  Mogal  empire, 
Sabeeqnent  history  Qurgaon  may  be  said  to  be  without  a  history, 
^^  but  with  its  decay,  mention  of  the  district  is 
again  fonnd  in  the  pages  of  the  historians,  and  events  occurred  which 
still  live,  although  often  distorted  and  exaggerated  in  the  memories 
of  the  people.  At  first  the  prominent  actors  are  B&o  Bah&dur  Singh 
i 

(I  hare  taken  this  ixilormation  from  Elliotts  Qlosaaiy  and  the  itatiBtical  account 
of  Oiugaoii). 
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in  the  centre  of  the  district,  the  Bilach  chiefs  of  Bahfidnrgarh  and 
Farakfanagar  in  the  north,  and  the  great  Jat  ruler,  Snraj  Mai  of 
Bhartpur,  in  the  south. 

Section  26. — In  the  time  of  Aurangzeb  there  was  a  noted  free- 
booter of  Dah&na  (  now  Badshahpur )  by  caste  a  Badgujar  I^jput,  and 
bj  name  Hatfai  Singh. 

Churaman  of  Bhartpur  is  said  to  have  interceded  with  the 
BafiWurSmghotGhwem.  emperor  for  his  pardon,  which  was  granted 
on  condition  of  his  kilhng  a  noted  Meo  robber 
named  S&nwalia.  This  condition  having  been  fulfilled,  he  was 
granted  Ghasera  with  eleven  other  villages,  including  Nuh  and  Malab. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  B.&o  Bah&dur  Singh,  who  extended  his 
rule  over,  according  to  tradition,  a  country  yielding  52  lakhs,  or  in 
reality,  as  far  as  1  can  gather,  over  the  parganas  of  Indor,  Kotila 
Ghasera  and  Sohna.  But  there  was  one  duty  incumbent  on  a 
Badgujar  chief  on  pain  of  incurring  the  curse  of  leprosy  pronounced 
by  his  ancestor  when  turned  out  of  Jaipur  by  the  Eacbw&haa  on  any 
Badgujar  Bdja,  who  should  not  fight  with  Jaipur.  So  Bahfidur  Singh 
made  a  treaty  with  B&o  Mal&r  (Sindia),  intending  to  attack  the  Jaipur 
Bdja,  who  in  his  turn  wrote  to  Suraj  Mai  of  Bhartpur  instigating 
him  to  attack  Ghasera,  which  he  might  then  keep. 

Ja  din  mili  Maldr  sa  wa  din  kA  tipglLr, 
Midho  Singh  Mahar&j  ne  Suja  luya  taijar. 

Bah&dur  Singh  was  hunting  beyond  the  Jumna  when  he  met 
Suraj  Mai  on  his  way  to  Ghasera,  but  at  the  time  of  the  meeting,  only 
accompanied  by  a  few  followers.  He  greeted  Babfidur  Singh  as  a 
friend,  and  professed  to  have  a  great  desire  to  see  his  far-famed 
Bword.  Bah&dur  Singh  courteously  complied,  but  when  he  saw  his 
sword  being  passed  away  from  him  among  the  Jat  chief's  followers, 
he  discovered  the  treachery  and  fled  for  his  life  to  a  distant  ferry  on 
the  Jumna,  whence  he  escaped  to  Ghasera.  There  he  was  besieged 
by  Suraj  Mai,  and  after  an  heroic  defence  the  fort  was  captured ; 
Bah&dur  Singh  and  all  his  family,  except  one  grandson  Bhagwant 
Singh,  perished,  Bah&dur  Singh's  wives  blowing  themselves  up  with  the 
magazine  when  no  hope  of  victory  was  left.  Two  of  Bhagwant  Singh's 
grandsons  still  live  in  Bhundsi,  a  few  miles  south  of  Gurgaon. 
Ghasera  was  taken  by  Snraj  Mai  in  1810  Sambat=1767  A.  D. 

Section  27.— Before  this  the  Jat  chief  had  extended  his  rule  over 
The  Bilaehla  of  Farakh-    *^®  south  and    south-east  of   the    district, 
j^s^gax,  '    practising  horrible  cruelties  on  the  Meos  in 

endeavouring  to  bring  them  under  subjection, 
and  he  now  pushed  his  conquests  to  the  north,  and  thus  came  into 
conflict  with  the  Biluchis  of  Farakhnagar.  The  emperor  Farokhsir 
(  1712  to  1718  A.  D. )  granted  a  Biluch  named  Dilel  Khan,  but 
who  afterwards  earned  the  title  of  Faujdfir  Khan,  the  son  of  a 
zamindar  of  Ehurrampur  in  this  district,  several  large  jagirs  and  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Farakhnagar,  which  was  founded  by  him. 
His  four  eldest  sons  were  killed  in  battle^  and  he  was  Buoceeded  by 
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his  youngest  son  Klmg&r  Khan,  whose  son,  Mase  Khan,  was  the  ruler 
of  Farakhnagar  at  the  time  of  Suraj  Mai's  inyasion.  Suraj  Mai 
captured  Farakhnagar  and  took  away  Muse  Khan  with  him  to  ^hart- 
pur,  where  he  was  kept  prisoner  until  Suraj  MaFs  death  in  1704 
A.  D.,  when  he  escaped  by  the  connivance  of  the  jailor,  and  regained 

e>sse8sion  of  Farakhnagar,   which  continued  to  be  ruled  by  this 
iluch  family  until  the  mutiny  of  1857. 

Section  28. — Afber  Suraj  Mai's  death,  the  Jat  power  declined  and 
for  a  short  interval  the  energy  of  Najafkuli  Khan  recovered  most  of 
the  district  for  the  Mogal  emperor;  but  in  1788  he  fell  away  from 
the  emperor,  and  was  besieged  by  him  at  Ookalgarh  near  Bew&riy 
whence  he  escaped  to  Kanound  and  died  :  the  famous  George  Thomas 
distinguished  himself  in  this  siege  of  Gokalgach.  Then  there  follows 
the  confnsed  period  of.  Mahratta  domination,  the  rule  of  the 
''  Ghoraw^las  "  or  horsemen,  as  they  are  still  called  in  the  district. 

During  their  domination  the  district  was  usually  entrusted  to 
Sindia  and  French  officers,  whose  head-quar- 

FiScbS^S^"''^  ^^^    ^®^®  **  ^^^''  ^^  Aligar,  and  the  best 

known  of  whom  to  the.  people  are  Pirn  S&hib 
and  Louis  S&hib,  Generals  Perron  and  Bourquin.  Their  rule  seems 
not  to  have  been  overtrammelled  by  law,  if  a  story  is  true  which  was 
told  me  by  the  R&jput  lambardfirs  of  Ghamroj  near  Bhundsi,  to  the 
effect  that  a  complaint  had  been  made  against  them  by  their  Gujar 
enemies  wlio  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  and  the  French 
officer  one  day  rode  to  their  village,  and  when  the  lambard&rs,  as 
usual,  went  out  to  meet  him,  he  at  once  cut  them  down  with  his  own 
hand.  The  famous  adventurer,  George  Thomas,  had  assigned  to  him 
in  1793  the  district  of  Firozpur,  and  once  plundered  Gurgaon  ancl 
took  off  with  him  to  Tij&ra  fourteen  of  the  chief  men,  whom  he  after* 
wards  released  at  General  Perron's  request ;  while  Sombre,  another 
adventurer,  the  husband  of  the  well  known  Begum  Samru,  obtained  the 
pargana  of  Jh&rsa. 

Section  29. — Meanwhile  the  history  of  the  semi-detactied  pargana 
ofBew&rihad  been  somewhat  different.  In  the 
n^of^  AliiS!  "*  *^™®  ^^  Aurangzeb,  an  Aliir  of  the  village  of 
Bolni,  south-east  of  Rew&ri,  by  name  Nand 
B&m,  rose  into  the  royal  favour,  and  was  made  governor  of  the  pargana 
of  Bew&ri.  His  eldest  son,  B^o  Bal  Eishen,  fell  fighting  in  the  royal 
cause  against  N&dir  Shah  in  1739  A.  D.  at  Eam&I,  where,  I  am  told, 
a  monument  to  him  exists.  The  second  son,  B&o  Gujar  Mai,  was 
granted  the  titles  of  B&o  Bah&dur  and  commander  of  five  thousand, 
and  the  government  of  the  parganas  of  Narnaul  and  Hissar ;  in  him 
the  power  of  this  family  reached  its  culminating  point.  He  erected 
forts  at  Guraora  and  Gokalgarh ;  at  the  latter  place,  what  were  formerly 
known  as  Gokal,  Sicca  rupees,  were  minted. 

His  successors,  his  son  B&o  Bhaw&ni  Sin^h,  and  grandson  B&o 
Dilel  Singh^  were  incompetent^  and  allowed  their  minister  Mittar  Sain, 

o2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     20     ) 

ati  Ahir  of  Bahror,  to  become  the  real  ruler  of  the  territory,  although 
the  nominal  authority  continued  with  the  same  family.  U&o  Dilel 
Singh  died  childless  in  his  youth,  and  the  widow  of  R&o  Bhawfini 
Singh  adopted  a  boy,  called  B&m  Singh,  of  the  Bohri  family.  After 
Mittar  Sain's  death,  lUlm  Singh  fell  in  an  unsuccessful  contest  against 
the  Mahrattas,  who  put  to  death  the  family  of  Mittar  Sain,  and  placed 
a  younger  brother  of  Rdm  Singh,  by  name  Hira  Singh,  on  the  Gaddi. 
B&m  Singh  does  not,  however,  seem  to  have  ruled  long,  and  after  his 
^ath  the  pargana  was  seised  by  Zauki  B&m,  a  Bakkdl  of  Rew&ri. 
At  this  juncture,  Tej  Singh,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  leading  Ahir 
family,  camd  to  the  front :  he  was  descended  from  a  branch  of  the 
same  stock,  as  that  of  Gujar  Mai,  which  had  settled  at  Mirpur,  a 
village  a  few  miles  north-*east  of  Rewiiri.  He  was  in  alliance  with  the 
Mahrattas,  and,  being  appealed  to  by  the  mother  of  R&m  Singb,  attacked 
and  put  to  death  Zauki  R&m,  and  established  his  own  power,  which 
he  consolidated  by  establishing  his  four  brothers  in  frontier  villages — 
Eishen  Sahai  in  Lis&n,  Rdm  Baksh  in  Dharuh^ra,  Siwae  Singh  in 
Asiaki  Gaurawas,  and  Jiwa  R&m  in  Nangal  Path&ni.  Later  on  he  joined 
the  British,  but  seems  not  to  have  served  them  whole  heartedly ;  so  , 
that  although  in  those  days  parganas  this  side  of  the  Jumna  were 
liberally  given  away,  he  obtained  only  a  grant  of  fifty-eight  villages 
in  istimr&r. 

Section  SO. — The  little  detached  pargana  of  Shahjah&npur,  to 
HiBtory    of    Shahjahin-     *^®    south    of    Rewiri,    is   mainly  held    by 
par.  '     Chauh&H  R&j^puts,  who  claim  that  Govind  R&j, 

a  younger  brother  of  Puran,  one  of  the  ancient 
line  of  the  R&jas  of  Nimr&na,  founded  the  town  and  all  the  villages  of 
the  pargana  except  T&nkri.  Nimrina  is  a  few  miles  west  of  Shahj  ah&n- 
pur :  the  R&ja,  who  is  regarded  as  the  head  of  the  Chauh&ns,  and  traces 
his  descent  from  the  famous  Pirthvi  R&j  of  Delhi,  is  now  a  semi- 
independent  feudatory  of  Alwar.  This  traditional  account  of  the 
founding  of  Shahjah&npur  differs  from  that  given  in  Elliot's  Glossary, 
'  where  the  name  of  the  founder  is  stated  to  have  been  Ihl&d  Singh,  a 
relative  of  the  Nimr&na  chief;  but  this  appears  to  apply  only  to  the 
founding  of  the  modern  town,  as  it  is  stated  that  he  obtained  leave 
to  rebuild  the  town  which  had  formerly  been  called  Loh&na,  and  had 
been  destroyed  in  consequence  of  its  harbouring,  as  at  present, 
notorious  robbers.  Elliot  states  also  that  the  pargana  was  formerly 
called  Loh&na  or  Shahj  ahfinpur-Chaub&ra.  The  pargana  is  said  to 
have  been  held  as  a  fief  under  the  R^a  of  Nimrfina  until  the  latter 

Sart  of  the  last  century,  when  it  was  wrested  after  a  fight  from  the 
hauh&ns  by  theHaldias,  dependents  of  the  R&ja  of  Jaipur,  who  were 
still  in  possession  as  istamr&rdfirs  in  1808. 

Seetion  31. — It  does  not  fall   within  the   scope   of  this  report 
mu  *.•     4    lOAo       to  giv®  an  account  of  the  events  which  led 

The  annexauoii  in  1803.      ^.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j  Anjengaom  :  it  is  sufficient  to 

note  that  by  that  treaty,  dated  30th  December  1803,  Daulat  R&o 
Sindia  ceded  to  the  English  all  his  forts,  territories  and  rights  in  the 
Do&b^  or  country  situated  between  the  Jumna  and  Ganges,  and  all 
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his  forts,  territories,  rights  and  interests  in  the  countries  which  are 
to  the  northward  of  those  of  the  B&jas  of  Jaipur  and  Jodhpur  and  of 
the  B&na  of  Gohad.    In  the  scheduled  list  of  these  territories  occur 
the  following : — 

Besumed  J&girs  belonging  to  General  Perron— 

Bahora            •  •             •  • 

riis. 
20,400 

Under  George  Thomas— 
Jhajjar 

..      1,51,930 

Belonging  to  Mr.  John  Baptist^ 
Bew&ri 
Taoru 
Firozpur  Jhirka 

..      1,41,200 

85,000 

.   .      19,864 

Mah&ls  formerly  belonging  to  General  Duboigne— « 

Pargana  of  Palwal         •  • 

Nuh  (Noop?) 

Sohna               • «              •  • 

Sakras 

Hodal 

Hatin               •  •            •  • 

..      2,72,876 
..      1,05,687 
..      1,20,000 
15,634 
77,620 
..     1,78,258 

With  this  treaty  the  history  of  Gurgaon  as  a  British  district 
commences. 

Section  32.— The  district  at*that  time  (ezclusire  of  the  pargana  of 

Pali,  which  was  transferred  to  Delhi  in  1868, 
Histoiy  of  th«  distrkt       ^^^  ^  ^^^g  ^^^  {^^^    ^^^  ^f  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 

report),  consisted  of  the  eleven  parganas— 
Jh&rsa,  Sohna,  Nuh,  Hatin,  Palwal,  Hodal,  Pun&h&na,  Firozpur, 
Bahora,  Bewfiri  and  Shahjah&npur.  I  am  not  able  to  give  the 
exact  boundaries  of  these  parganas  as  they  originally  existed^ 
but  the  changes  which  they  had  undergone  when  they  were  con- 
stituted, as  shown  in  map  No.  II,  had  not  been  of  any  great  import- 
ance. In  1803  it  was  a  principle  of  English  policy  to  make  the 
Jumna,  as  far  as  possible,  the  liol^it  of  actual  British  possession,  and 
to  interpose  between  that  border  and  foreign  territory  a  buffer  of 
semi-independent  states ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  effect  given  to 
that  policy,  it  was  only  gradually  that  the  greater  part  of  the  district 
came  under  direct  British  rule.  The  history  of  each  pargana  was 
as  follows  :— 

Sohna,  Bewfiri,  Bahora  and  Nuh  were  the  first  to  be  brought 
under  our  immediate  rule  in  1808-9  A.  D.  Sohna,  Bahora  and 
Bew&ri  were  made  over  for  a  short  time  by  Lord  Lake  to  the  Bfija  of 
Bhartpur,  but  were  subsequently  like  Nuh,  Sohna  and  Bew&ri  farmed 
to  the  Ahir  B&o  Tej  Singh  of  Bewdri,  and  Bahora  to  BAo  Bfim 
Bakhsh,  his  brother.  In  1808-9  these  parganas  were  settled  by 
Mr.  Fraser, 
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Hodal  was  the  next  pargana  to  lapse  on  the  death  in  1818  A.  D. 
of  Mahummad  Khan,  Afridi,  to  whom  it  had  been  given  in  j&gir.  Pal- 
wal  was  held  bj  Naw&b  Martaza  Khan  in  istimr&r  at  a  quit  rent  of 
Bs.  45,000  per  annum,  and  lapsed  at  his  death  in  1817  A«  D. 

Hatin  was  similarly  held  at  a  quit  rent  of  Bs.  80,000  per  annum 
by  Faizullah  Beg  Khan  until  his  death  in  1823. 

All  these  J&gird&rs  were  strangers  to  the  district,  who  received 
these  grants  for  distinguished  military  service. 

Shahjah&npur  was  continued  in  j&gir  to  Harnarain  Haldia,  who 
held  it  in  1803  until  his  death  in  1824,  when  it  lapsed. 

Taoru  was  made  over  to  the  Bhartpur  B^'a,  and  was  held  by  that 
state  until  the  capture  of  Bhartpur  in  1826.  Pun&hdna  and  Mrozpur 
were  granted,  as  siso  was  the  present  state  of  Loh&ru,  to  Ahmad  Bakhsh 
Khan,  a  vakil  of  the  B&ja  of  Alwar,  who  had  rendered  great  services 
to  Lord  Lake.  Ahmad  Baksh  Khan  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Shams- 
ud-din  Khan  as  Naw&b  of  Firozpur  and  Pundhana,  while  Lohlu*u  was 
bestowed  on  his  younger  brothers:  disputes  arose  and  an  order  was  pass- 
ed by  Government  that  Shams-ud-din  Khan  should  administer  Loh&ru, 
as  well  as  Firozpur  and  Pun&h&na,  his  brothers  being  provided  for  by 
pensions.  Mr.  W.  Fraser,  the  Commissioner  of  Delhi,  objected  to  this 
decision,  and  procured  a  delay  in  its  being  given  effect :  in  revenge 
for  this,  Shams-ud-din  Khan  procured  his  assassination  by  a  retainer  of 
his  own :  the  man  was  arrested,  the  Nawab's  complicity  in  the  crime 
was  proved,  and  both  he  and  the  assassin  were  hanged  at  Delhi  in 
1836,  and  the  parganas  of  Firozpur  and  Pundh&na  were  annexed  to 
the  district.  Such  is  the  ordinarily  i^ceived  account ;  *  among  the 
people  another  story  is  current  as  to  the  motive  of  the  assassination, 
and  I  was  once  told  also  that  the  actual  assassin  was  still  alive,  a 
brother  of  the  man,  who  was  hanged. 

The  pargana  of  Jhdrsa  also  lapsed  in  1836,  up  to  which  date 
it  was  held  by  the  Begum  Samru,  on  a  grant  made  previous  to  the 
British  conquest,  and  confirmed  to  her  for  her  life  in  1803.  f 

After  this  cession  the  district  remained  unchanged  in  extent  until 
the  mutiny;  it  differed  from  the  present  district  in  including  the 
pargana  of  Pali-Pakal  (27  villages),  and  a  few  Palwal  villages  now  in 
Delhi  and  excluding  the  villages  shown  in  map  No.  II,  as  annexe^ 
after  the  mutiny :  it  was  divided  into  six  tahsils:— 

7hhi{U.  Parganas  included, 

Sohna  '. JhirstL,  Pali,  Sohna,  Taora. 

Bew&ri  Bewiri.  fiahoia,  Shahjahtopor, 

Palwal  ^,        ...  Palwal. 

Kuh  Kah,  Hatbfn. 

Panihina         Panih&na,  HodaL 

Firozpar  Firozpur. 

*1  remember  reading  a  detailed  acconot  of  the  occurrence  in  *'  Sleeman's  Ramblea  and 
BecoUections,"  bat  I  have  not  the  book  with  me  to  refer  to  at  present. 

f  For  a  full  account  of  this  grant,  sec  fonjab  Becord  tor  1872 ;  No.  1  of  Priyy 
C^ancil  cmc0« 
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At  first  the  head-qnarters  of  the  Civil  Officers  of  the  district  were  at 
Bhar&w&s  near  Rewfiri,  where  for  some  years  there  was  a  stroi^g  fron- 
tier cantonment,  of  which  but  few  vestiges  now  remain  ^  Gnrgaon  was 
then  a  cavalry  station,  the  land  which  now  forms  the  estate  of  Hidayat- 
por  Chaoni,  having  been  taken  up  for  that  purpose  in  the  middle  of 
Begum  Samm's  pargana  of  Jharsa,  probably  in  part  with  the  object 
of  keeping  in  check  the  troops  which  the  Begum  kept  at  Jharsa 
where  several  tombs  of  French  officers  exist.  After  the  cession  of  the 
Ajmir  territory,  the  Bharawas  force  was  transferred  to  Nasirabad, 
and  the  Civil  Officer  removed  to  Gurgaon ;  up  to  that  time  the  district 
had  been  in  the  direct  charge  of  the  Delhi  resident  ^  but  in  1819 
Mr,  Cavendish  received  charge  of  it,  with  the  title  of  Principal  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  the  Southern  Division;  in  1832  this  title  was 
changed  to  that  of  Collector  and  Magistrate.  The  best  known  to  the 
people  among  the  older  officers  are  Messrs,  Cavendish,  disguised  as 
tiomandi  8&hib,  J.  P.  Qubbins,  C.  Oubbins,  M.  B.  Qubbins,  F.  B. 
Gubbins,  John  Lawrence,  Bouth  and  Fraser,  and  above  all  Mr.  G.  C» 
Barnes  as  Settlement  Officer. 

I  shall  further  on  in  the  extracts  from  the  Assessment  Beports^ 
relate  in  detail  the  fiscal  history  of  each  pargana.  Here  I  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  stating  that  the  landowners  suffered  most  heavily 
from  over-assessment,  until  in  1838  the  series  of  settlements  was 
commenced,  which,  carried  out  by  Messrs.  John  Lawrence  (afterwards 
Lord  Lawrence),  6.  C.  Barnes  (afterwards  Foreign?  Secretary),  and 
Martin  Gubbins  (afterwards  Financial  Coinmissioner  in  Oudh),  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  the  district. 

Section  33. — In  old  days,  as  I  have  shown,  the  life  of  the  district 
History  of  the  district    ^^  ^^^^  turbulent  and  stirring,  bat  it  now 
during  the  mutinj.  seemed  to  bave  settled  down  inta  a  peaceful 

Proceedin|8o£theCollec-    ^nfl  quiet  routine ;  the  feudatory  races   had 
''    ^'  betaken  themselves  to  agriculture,  the  higher 

castes  to  agriculture  and  our  service,  and  old  feuds,  if  not  extinct,  were- 
at  least  dormant.  When  in  May  1857  the  Meerut  mutineers  entered 
Delhi,  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  was  Collector  of  Gurgaon.. 
He  at  first,  with  the  assistance  of  a  body  of  Pataodi  sow&rs,  who 
were  in  attendance  on  him,  drove  off  some  troopers  of  the  third 
light  cavalry,  who  had  come  over  from  Delhi  to  attack  the  station  and 
suppressed  an  outbreak  in  the  jail.  But  eventually  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  station,  which  was  thereupon  plundered  and  burnt,  and 
proceeded  vid  Sailani  and  Falwal  to  Hodal,  which  he  reached  on  the 
I4th  May.  He.  was  accompanied  by  four  or  five  clerks  and  others,  and 
on  the  way  picked  up  the  Customs  Officers  at  Bhundsi,  Sailani  and 
Palwal:  on  the  15th  May  he  reached  Muttra,  whence  he  returned  to 
Hodal  on  the  20th^  accompanied  by  four  or  five  Engli^men  and  one 
hundred  Bhartpur  horse.  At  Hodal  he  remained  until  the  29th  May, 
when  he  was  coknpelled  to  leave  by  the  mutiny  of  some  Bhartpur  and 
Alwar  troops,  which  had  meantime  joined  him.  On  the  day  before 
the  mutiny,  he  bad  proceeded  to  the  large  village  of  Sondhad,  a  few 
ndles  distant^  and  had  compelled  the  people  to  give  up  a  gun  which 
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they  had  taken  from  Hodal.  On  the  29th  he  started  for  Palwal,  accom- 
panied by  some  thirty  Europeans,  Customs  OflSeers, fugitives  from  Delhi 
and  others  who  had  joined  him  ;  on  the  80th  May  the  party  proceeded 
from  Palwal  to  the  ferry  over  the  Jumna  at  Chaensa  intending  to 
cross  over  to  Bulandshahr.  Hostile  demonstrations  on  the  Buland- 
shahr  side  of  the  river  prevented  this,  and  the  party  then  proceeded 
to  Mohina,  where  they  were  hospitably  entertained  by  Mir  Hid&yat  Ali, 
Bissald&r  of  the  4th  Bengal  Irregular  Cavalry,  a  gentleman  who  was 
subsequently  rewarded  by  a  grant  of  the  village  (since  transferred  to 
Delhi)  in  jdgir.  On  the  8th  June  Mr.  Ford  left  Mohina  for  Sohna, 
which  he  reached  on  the  9th,  and  there  found  a  force  of  the  Jaipur 
Contingent  under  Captain  Eden,  which  had  come  across  by  Taoru  after 
a  fight  with  the  Meos.  This  force  afterwards  marched  to  Palwal  and 
Hodal,  and  on  the  1st  July  Mr.  Ford  joined  the  British  camp  at  Delhi, 
where  he  remained  until  the  13th  October. 

Section  84. — Meanwhile  the  general  state  of  the  country  had 
General  state  of  the  die-      been  as  follows: — The  Meos  were  up  at  once 
♦J^ct.  and  plundered  Taoru,  Sohna,  Firozpur,  Puna- 

h&na,  Piningwan  and  Nuh.     At  Nuh  there  was  a  long  fight  between 
the  Khanzadas  and  police  defending  the  town  and  the  Meos  attacking 
it,    and  a  large  number  of  Khanzadas  were  treacherously  put  to  death 
after  their  surrender.     Except  in  Mew&t  there  was  no  general  or  wide- 
spread disturbance ;  but  no   sooner    was    the    pressure    of  our   rule 
removed,  than  old  feuds  which  had  apparently  long  been  buried  burst 
into  life.     In  Palwal  there  is  a  tribe  of  Jats,  known  as  Surot,  inhabiting 
Hodal  and  the  surrounding  villages,  and  in  alliance  with  a  Path&n  vil- 
lage called  Seoli.    Adjoining  these  are  the  villages  owned  by  another 
Jat  tribe  known   as  B&wats,   and   between  the   R&wats  and  Seoli 
there  had  been  before  1803  a  quarrel  which  had   cost  many   lives 
on  either  side.     The  B&wats   also  had  an  old  feud  with  the  Chirklot 
tribe  of  Meos,  their  western  neighbours,   originating  in  a   claim   of 
the  former  to  the    village   of   Kot,    out  of  which   they   affirm   that> 
they  were  cheated  by  the  craft  of  a  Qfiniingo   in  the  time  of  the 
Mogal  Emperors.    The  quarrel  had  long  lain   dormant,  but  now  the 
B&wats  were  attacked  on  both   east  and  west  by   their  enemies,  and 
allied  themselves  with  the  Rajputs  ofHathin,  and  the  fight  went  on  for 
months.     I  am  told  that  this  warfare   was  not  uncharacterized   by 
acts  of  courtesy:  when   the   women  brought  their  husbands   their 
food,  the  fighting  ceased :  when  a  prisoner  was  captured,  he  was  ordi- 
narily   treated    well  and   released:   when  one  party  fell  short  of 
ammunition,  it  notified  the  fact  to   the  enemy,  and  hostilities    were 
suspended  until  the  arrival  of  further  supplies.      On  the  whole  the 
Bfiwats  triumphed  ;   and  on  one   occasion  a   runaway  horse   brought 
the  leader  of  their  enemies,  a  lambardar  of  Kot,  into  their  ranks : 
there  he  was  killed,  his  head  was  cut  off  and  kept  a  few  days  in  Balun , 
the  chief  B&wat  village ;  but  the  Kot  men,  when  they  saw   this,  in- 
verted their  war  drum,  and  until  they  have  had  their  revenge,  inverted 
the  drum  must  remain.    Eventually  a  British  force  came  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Bawats,  who  were  supposed  to  be  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  at  first  the  only  result  was  a  heavy  loss  to  them,  as,  having 
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advanced  with  a  Btnall  English  force  and  reljing  on  its  protection^ 
they  were  engaged  in  plundering  the  Meo  villages,  when  suddenly 
a  strong  hostile  force  of  mutineers  appeared ;  our  troops  had  to  retreat, 
and  many  B&wats  were  surprised  and  killed. 

In  Pirozpui"  there  were  two  Meo  Chaudhris  of  the  Chirklot  clan— 
Chand  Khan  of  Bazidpur  and  Kabir  of  Bukhdraka ;  these  men,  who 
J  were  closely  related,  had  taken  different  sides  in  a  quarrel  which  had 

originated  in  the  murder  of  a  lambard&r  of  Badarpur  by  a  villager  of 
Khuspuri  in  the  time  of  Nawab  Ahmad  Bakhsh  Khan  ;  in  1857  the 
quarrel  broke  out  afresh,  and  all  the  Chirklot  and  some  of  the  other 
villages  of  the  neighbourhood  were  divided  into  two  factions,  headed 
respectively  by  Chand  Khan  and  Kabir.  Kabir  burnt  and  plundered 
the  villages  of  Aterna,  Shamsabad,  Shadipur,  Aklimpur  and  Chatin- 
pur,  a  hamlet  of  Bhadas ;  and  then  Chand  Khan  assembled  his  men 
and  burnt  Bukharaka  and  plundered  Im&mnagar.  Finally  both 
parties  mustered  in  strength,  and  a  fight,  which  lasted  eight  days,  took 
place  on  the  boundary  of  Badarpur  and  Bukharaka ;  the  result  was 
indecisive,  the  loss  on  each  side  was  some  fifty  or  sixty  killed.  In  the 
time  of  Suraj  Mai,  the  Bhartpur  Chief,  the  grandfather  of  Chand  Khan 
and  Kabir  were  men  of  note  among  the  Meos  of  that  day  :  Suraj  Mai 
sent  for  them  to  flathin ;  Kabir's  ancestor  declined  the  invitation 
and  escaped ;  Chand  Khan's  grandfather  complied,  and  was  sawn 
asunder. 

Section  85. — Bio  Tej  Singh  of  Rewdri,  who  has  been  mentioned 
^  St  te  f  B    Ari  ^^   para.    29,  left  three   sons,   Puran    Singh, 

^    ^    ^^    '  Nathd   Rim   and   Jawahir    Singh.     Jawahir 

Singh  died  childless,  but  Puran  Singh  had  one  son  Tula  R&tn, 
and  Nathu  B&m,  one  son  Gopal  Deo ;  and  Tula  Bim  and  Gopal  Deo 
were  the  representatives  of  the  family  at  the  time  of  the  mutiny. 
Extravagance  and  family  quarrels  had  involved  them  in  grave  pecu- 
niary embarrassments,  &om  which  there  appeared  to  be  but  little 
hope  of  their  extricating  themselves.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
mutiny  and  the  cessation  of  all  effective  British  authority,  Rio  Tula  Rim 
at  once  assumed  the  government  of  the  parganas  of  Rewiri  and 
Bahora,  collected  revenue,  raised  forces,  cast  guns,  and  kept  the 
country  quiet  and  protected  it  from  the  Meos :  no  acts  of  oppression 
were  ever,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  charged  against  him  or  his  cousin, 
who  acted  as  his  general ;  and  he  did  to  some  extent  keep  up  com- 
munication with  the  British,  but,-  on  the  other  hand,  he  undonbtedly 
intrigued  with  the  Delhi  Court ;  he  pursued  in  fact  a  temporising 
policy,  waiting  to  see  how  matters  would  go  before  declaring  himself 
^  too  openly  on  either  side,  and  meanwhile  anxious  to  keep  safe  the  coun- 

try which  he  hoped  to  obtain  as  his  share.  Finally  when  a  British  force 
came  marching  towards  Rewiri  from  Delhi,  he  and  his  brother  disobey- 
ed the  summons  to  atteud  at  the  British  camp  and  fled.  This  led  to  the 
confiscation  of  the  istamrir;  Tula  Ram  and  Gopal  Deo  both  died  as  fugi- 
tives, the  one  at  Kabul  the  other,  I  think,  at  Bikanair.  Rio  Judishtar 
Singh,  son  of  Tula  Bim,  and  Bio  Lil  Singh,  son  of  Gopal  Deo,  are  the 
present  representatives  of  the  family ;  they  were  both  bom  about  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    26     )  !i 

time  of  tbe  mntinj ;  thej  are  members  of  tbe  board  of  Honorary 
Magistrates  at  Rew&ri,  and  from  their  family  history,  including  .also 
the  fact  that  Qopal  Deo  was  adopted  into  the  more  ancient  family  of 
Gujar  Maly  they  possess  an  influence  to  which  their  present  scanty 
means  are  inadequate.  At  Colonel  Davies'  request,  I  submitted  a 
report,  in  which  I  made  certain  recommendations  in  my  letter  No. 
866  of  15th  December  IS??,  but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  the 
matter.     Both  Judishtar  Singh  and  L61  Singh  are  Zaild/irs. 

Section  85. — ^I  have  already  related  tbat  R&oTula  U&m  extended 
The  fight  at  JooraBBl,  his  rule  over  Bahora,     but  in  that  pargana 

there  were  a  few  Meo  villages,  and  they  had 
declined  to  acknowledge  his  authority,  and  were  plundered  and 
burnt.  The  Jats  of  the  village  of  Bahora  live  in  continual  dread 
of  their  powerful  and  turbulent  Meo  neighbours,  and  so  aided  Tula 
Rdm  during  his  short  sway.  But  when  his  power  collapsed,  the^ 
were  at  once  attacked  by  the  Meos  :  the  conflict  took  place  at  Jourasai, 
where  the  Jats  assembled.  For  two  days  tbe  fight  lasted,  but  the 
Jats  were  driven  back  on  the  small  conical  hill  close  to  the  village^ 
and  there  one  hundred  and  eleven  Jats,  Ahirs  and  Brahmins  are 
said  to  have  fallen;  the  Meo  loss  was  eighty. 

Section  37. — On  the  13th  October  Mr.  Ford  returned  to  Gurgaon. 
Bestoration    of  Britiah      Order  was  quickly  restored  in  Jharsa,  Palwal, 
authority,  and  transfer  of     and  Bew&n ;  but  the  Meos  held  out  longer : 
the  dUtrict  to  the  Panjab.      they  were,  however,   defeated    at    Raisena, 
where  Mr.  Clifford,  C.  S.,  was  killed;  at  Ghasera,  Eupraka  and  Mahow  ^ 

and  then  the  country  gradually  settled  down.  The  Naw5.bs  of  Jhajjar 
and  Farakhnagar  and  the  B&ja  of  Balabgarh  were  executed,  and  their 
states  confiscated;  and  the  Farakhnagar  villages  were  at  once  annexed 
to  the  Gurgaon  district,  as  was  also  the  royal  demesne  of  Kot-K&sim. 
Thirteen  villages  and  parts  of  five  other  villages  were  confiscated  for 
various  acts  of  rebellion  and  murder,  besides  four  estates  which  had 
belonged  to  Tula  Bfim  and  Gopal  Doo  ;  and  the  history  of  the  mutiny 
may  now  be  closed  with  the  record  of  one  of  its  results,  the  transfer  of 
the  district  with  the  rest  of  the  Delhi  territory  from  the  North- West 
Provinces  to  the  Punjab  in  the  beginning  of  1858. 

Section  38. — There  is  not  much  in  the  history  of  the  district 
HiBtoiy  of  the  diatrict    since  the  mutiny  which  calls  for  notice.     The 
toince  the  mutiny.  pargana  of  Kot-K&sim,  which  had  been  annex- 

ed to  the  district  after  the  mutiny,  was  made  over  to  Jaipur  in  1860. 
In  the  same  year  the  tahsils  were  reduced  to  their  present  number. 
In  1863  a  number  of  villages  were  transferred  to  Delhi,  including  the 
whole  of  the  pargana  of  Pali  Pakal,  and  29  villages  were  received  from 
pargana  B4dli  of  Rohtak,  and  seven  villages  from  Delhi.  There  were 
seasons  of  drought  in  1860-61  and  1868-69. 
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Section  39.— The  latest  census  taken  of   the  population  of  the 
'    district  is  that  of  1868  ;  the  question^  whe- 

JSrf^*;^^.^""    tt-"    » ■f««»'  enumeration    shonld  be  made 

during  the  settlement,  was  referred  and  decided 
in  the  negatiye.     I  extract  from  the  census  report  some  of  the  more 
y*         important  figures  :— 

Total  Popnlation  ...  ,         ...  696,646 

Percentage  of  total  population,  who 


Mawb  •••  •••  ...  ...  68*16 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 '86 

AdaltB  ...  ...  ...  ...  64-81 

Children  ...  ...  •..  ...  86*19 

Number  of  persons  belonging  to  tribes  specified  in  the  census 
returns,  and  containing  not  less  than  1,000  individuals—* 

Muhammadam. 

Byads  8,492 

MoghalJ  ...            ...            ...  ...  1,286 

Patbins  ...            ...            ...  ...  3,694 

Bilnchis  ...            ...            ...  ...  2,160 

Kanghara  ...            ...            ...  ...  6,883 

Other  BAjpnts  ...            ...            ...  ...  1,808 

Meos  ...           ...           ...  ...  114,693 

mndus. 

Brahmins  •••           ...  ...  ...  66,402 

lUjptita  12,867 

Banias  •••            ...  ...  ...  88,214 

Jats  ...            ...  •••  ...  76,362 

QajarB  ...            ...  ...  ...  21,749 

Ahira  -  ...            ...  ...  •-  70,623 

The  proportion  of  the  population  unclassified  was  very  large,  the 
total  under  the  heading  miscellaneous  being  286,688. 

AgricnltnristB         ...  899,632 

Kon-agTicQltimflts  ...  297,114 

The  report  showed  that  Gurgaon  stood  ninth  among  the  districts 
of  the  Punjab,  both  in  density  of  population  and  in  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  area  of  the  district  was  then  shown  at  2015*87 
square  miles  :  the  late  Beyenue  survey  returns  is  at  1946*87  square 
miles ;  the  difference  is  considerable,  but  the  only  change  made  in 
the  constitution  of  the  district  since  1868  has  been  the  transfer  of  the 
small  uninhabited  estate  of  Ehalikpur  to  the  Bohtak  district. 

The  Municipal  census  of  1875  showed  a  total  increase  in  the  four 
towns  of  Bew&ri,  Ilrozpur,  Palwal  and  Farakhnagar,  of  2,951,  thus 
raising  the  total  ascertained  population  of  the  district  to  699,597, 
which,  on  the  area  of  1,947  square  miles,  gives  an  average  of  359  to  the 

auare  mile ;  this  calculation  still  leaves  the  district  in  its  former 
ace  of  ninth  in  the  Punjab  as  regards  the  denseness  of  its  population. 
Since  1877  the  district  has  suffer^  severely  from  famine  uid  sickness, 
and  I  await  trith  interoflt  fbQ  results  of  the  fortiLComiDg  census  of 
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1881.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  district  can  support  a  much  larger 
population  without  a  considerable  change  in  the  character  of  its  agricul- 
ture, the  introduction  of  new  industries,  or  a  diminution  of  the  sums 
now  drawn  from  it  and  expended  almost  wholly  outside  it.  Within 
the  district  the  comparative  density  of  the  population  will  be  found  to 
generally  correspond  with,  the  comparative  fertility  of  the  various 
tracts. 

Section  40. — ^The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  estates  owned 
by  each  tribe  at  the  time  when  the  revenue 
rate  reports  were  submitted.  Since  then  there 
has  been  a  change  in  the  number  of  distinct 
estates  entered  on  the  rent-roll,  and  there  have  been  some  changes 
of  proprietorship ;  but  the  figures  will  suffice  to  give  a  general  idea  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  proprietiiry  rights  are  held  : — 


Knmber  of  estates  owned 
bj  each  tribe. 


Tribe. 

Heo 

Ahfr 

Jat 

Bajpai,  Hindu   72     ) 

Mahammadans    8     } 

Qujar 

Brahmin 

Oorwah 

Mah&jan 

Bkinner  estate 

Sheikh 

8yad 

Biluch 

Ehanzada  *•• 

GoYemment 

Pathin 

Dhnsar 

Taga 

Mallah 

Fakir 

Kashmiri  Pandit 

Eajath 

Hoghal,  Carpenter  I 

Shepherd,  salt-worker,  1  each  ) 

Owned  bj  varioos  tribes 


Number  of  viUaget  owned. 

387 

218 

181 

80 

•••            •••  ol 

42 

16 

13 

11 

11 

9 

•••                 •■•  D 

6 

6 

6 

.'!!       !!.'  8 

2      • 

2^ 


4 
211 


The  character  of  the  population,  as  regards  its  influence  on  the 
assessments,  will  be  found  referred  to  in  the  extracts  from  the  assess- 
ment reports. 

Section  41. — Map  No.  V  shows  the  distribution  of  the  proprietary 
tribes  and  castes.    It  will  be  seen  that  the 
^®  ^^^  Meos  own  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Firozpur 

tahsil  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Nuh  tahsil,  besides  a  few  outlying 
villages  in  Gurgaon  and  Palwal.  The  tahsil  of  Firozpur,  the  western 
portion  of  Nuh,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Alwar  and  Bhartpur,  form 
Mewat  or  the  country  of  the  Meos.  The  early  history  of  this  tribe  and 
the  origin  of  their  name  are  alike  difficult  to  ascertain.  They  claim 
indeed  a  Rajput  origin,  alleging  descent  from  an  ancestor  converted, 
in  the  time  of  Kutb-ud-din,  but  this  claim  of  &&jput  descent  is  one  so 
constantly  made  by  all  tribes  of  low  present  status  that  I  do  not. 
regard  it  as  possessing  much  weight    My  own  enquiries  on  the  subject 
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were  imperfect,  when  they  were  interrupted  by  my  transfer  from 
Gurgaon,  but  they  led  me  to  a  conclusion,  which  I  find  has  also  been 
adopted  by  Major  Powlett,  that  the  Minas  and  Meos  are  connected,  and 
I  should  oe  inclined  to  add  that  both  are  probably  representatives 
of  the  earlier  non-Aryan  inhabitants  of  the  country.  In  Tod's  Bajas* 
than.  Vol.  II,  page  76, 1  find  it  stated  that  Mewasso  is  a  name  given 
to  the  fastnesses  in  the  Aravalli  hills,  to  which  Minas,  Eolis  and  others 
make  their  retreat.  P&l  is  on  the  same  authority  the  term  for  a  com- 
munity of  any  of  the  aboriginal  mountain  races ;  its  import  is  a  defile  or 
▼alley,  fitted  for  cultivation  and  defence ;  and  Pdl  is  the  term  given 
to  the  main  sub-divisions  of  the  Meos  and  also  of  the  Minas.  These 
latter,  who  in  Gurgaon  are  known  only  as  a  body  of  professed  criminals, 
were  the  original  masters  of  the  state  of  Amber  or  Jaipur,  the  R4jput 
kingdom  of  which  was  founded  by  Dhola  B&e  about  A.  D.  967  after 
subduing  the  Minas.  Tod  also  states  that  in  Jaipur  the  Minas  are 
still  the  most  numerous  tribe,  and  possess  large  immunities  and 
privileges ;  formerly  the  tika  of  sovereignty  was  marked  by  blood 
taken  from  the  great  toe  of  a  Mina  of  Ealikho,  another  token,  as  I 
interpret  it,  of  the  ancient  sovereignty  of  the  tribe.  Meos  are  often 
mentioned,  although  not  in  Gurgaon,  as  Mina  Meos  :  and  in  the  older 
Muhammadan  historians  and  in  Tod  I  find  expeditions  against  their 
country  spoken  of  as  expeditions  against  theMawasat,  and  in  later  times 
as  against  the  Mawas.  These  facts  incline  me  to  the  belief  that  the 
Meos  are  such  of  the  aboriginal  Mina  population  of  the  Aravalli  hills 
as  were  converted  to  Muhammadanism,  and  that  their  name  is  proba- 
bly a  corruption  of  Mewasati  or  the  men  of  the  mountain  passes.  Per- 
haps other  enquirers  may  be  able  to  confirm  or  refute  this  theory 
which  I  only  put  forward  tentatively. 

Any  Meo  will  tell  glibly  enough  that  the  tribe  is  divided  into 
twelve  Pals  and  fifty-two  Gots ;  but  no  two  enumerations  of  the  Pals 
that  I  have  seen  correspond  precisely ',  and  the  fifty-two  Gots  include 
the  Pals,  and  are  not,  as  would  at  first  appear,  in  addition  to  them. 
The  following  enumeration  of  the  Pals  is  perhaps  correct: — 

1  Balant,  2  Batfiwat,  8  Darwfil,  4  Landawat,  5  Chirklot,  6 
Dimrot,  7  Dulot,  8  Nii,  9  Tunglot,  10  Dahngal,  11  Singal,  12 
Kalesa  or  Kals&khi.  Besides  these  there  is  a  thirteenth  Faldkhra  or 
little  Pal  P&hat.  The  Pals  which  are  strongest  in  Gurgaon  are  the 
Dahngals  in  the  north  of  Nuh ;  the  Chirklots  in  the  south-east  of  Nuh 
and  in  the  country  round  Punah&na;  the  Land&wats,  Dimrots  and 
Dulots  in  theFirozpur  valley,  and  the  Darw&ls  in  the  country  south  of 
Nuh.  These  Meo  sub-tribes  still  possess  a  strong  feeling  of  unity  and 
the  power  of  corporate  action.  In  the  mutiny  the  members  of  each 
subnlivision  generally  acted  together ;  and  it  will  be  well  for  future  dis- 
trict officers  to  keep  themselves  informed  of  the  names  and  characters 
of  the  men,  who,  from  time  to  time,  possess  considerable  influence  over 
their  fellow-tribesmen,  such  as  the  late  Chand  Khan  of  Bazidpur,  and 
Kabir  Khan  of  Bukharaka  among  the  Chirklots,  Meda  of  Meoli  among 
the  Darw&ls,  Mohr  Singh  of  Bisru  and  Khushi  Khan  of  Madapur 
among  the  Dimrots^  and  Chandra  of  Suhana  among  the  Pahngals. 
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Dowa  in  Flrozpnr  is  tbe  mother  Tillage  of  the  Dalats ;  Gh&ta  Sham- 
sabad  in  the  same  tahsil  of  the  Dimrots  and  Baisena  in  Gurgaon 
of  the  Dahngals.  I  had  intended  to  trace  the  history  of  the  settle- 
ments of  each  of  the  chief  Pals  ani  Gots,  bat  have  not  been  able  to 
carry  out  my  purpose* 

Section  42.-^Kh&nzada8  are  a  race  who  were  formerly  of  much 
The  KhiDBadaa,  "^^^  importance  than  at  present ;  they  claim 

to  have  been  formerly  Jadon  Bdjputs,  and 
that  their  ancestors  Lakhan  Pal  and  Sumitr  Pal,  who  dwelt  at 
Tahangarh  in  Bhartpur,  were  converted  to  Islam  in  the  reign  of 
Firoz  Shah  (A.  D.  1851  to  1388),  who  gave  Lakhan  P&l  the  name  of 
N&hir  Khan  and  Sumitr  Pal  the  name  of  Bah&dar  Khan,  and  in 
I'ecognition  of  their  high  descent  called  them  Kh&nzadas  and  made 
them  bear  rule  in  Mew&t»  At  first  they  are  said  to  have  Jived  at 
Sarahta  near  Tij^ra,  and  'afterwards,  according  to  tradition,  they 
possessed  1,484  villages :  however  this  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
they  were  the  ruling  race  in  Mewat  down  to  the  time  of  Babar ; 
since  then  they  have  gradually  declined  in  importance,  and  now  in 
this  district  own  only  a  few  villages  near  Nah  and  to  the  north  of 
Firozpur.  Traces  of  their  former  importance  exist  at  Sohna,  Bhundsi 
and  Kotila.  Kotila  was  one  of  their  chief  fortresses ;  the  village  is 
situated  in  a  small  valley,  wholly  surrounded  by  the  hill,  except  where 
a  small  funnel-like  pass  gives  entrance  to  it.  In  front  of  this 
pass  is'  the  Kotila  jhil,  and  when  this  is  filled  with  water,  the 
only  road  to  the  pass  lies  along  a  narrow  strip  of  land  between  the 
lake  and  the  hill.  The  remains  of  a  breast-work  along  the  face  of 
the  hill  and  across  the  mouth  of  the  pass  still  exist,  while  on  the  hill 
above  the  village  is  a  small  ruined  fort.  The  village  now  belongs 
to  Meos ;  some  of  the  buildings  bear  witness  to  its  former  greater 
importance.  In  Alwar  also  the  Kh&nzadas  have  fallen  from  their 
ancient  rank,  and  now  possess  but  few  settlements.  I  have  a  suspicion 
that  they  are  more  intimately  connected  than  they  acknowledge  with 
the  Meos,  whom  they  seem  to  me  to  resemble  in  personal  appearance. 
They  do  not  ordinarily  intermarry  with  Meos,  but  the  Meo  inhabitants 
of  Ghatw&san,Poul  Nasirbas,  Eherli  Khurd  and  Muhammadbas  in  the 
Firozpur  tahsil  profess  to  have  been  formerly  Kh&nzadas,  and  to 
have  become  Meos  by  intermarriage.  Their  traditions  also,  which 
point  to  Sarahta  as  their  ancient  home,  agree,  I  think  it  will  be  found, 
with  those  of  more  than  one  clan  of  Meos.  If  my  supposition,  that  the 
Meos  are  converted  Minas,  is  correct,  I  am  inclined  to  suspect  that  the 
Kh&nzadas  are  the  representatives  of  the. noble  class  among  the 
aboriginal  population  ;  Tod  mentions  an  Aail  or  unmixed  class  among 
the  Minas,  known  as  Mainas.  But  my  enquiries  are  imperfect,  and  t 
can  only  commend  the  subject  to  any  pne  with  a  taste  for  ethnology,  who 
has  opportunities  for  study  of  the  Minas,  Mhairs,  &c.  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Meos  and  Kh&nzadas  on  the  other. 

I  owe  much  of  whftt  I  hare  writtan  on  the  tribes  other  than  Heoi  and  Khanzadas 
toHr.  Wil«(ni*onote8;  my  own  notes  when  I  left  the  diatrict  were  very  impezfect. 
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Section  48.-*The  Ehfinzadas  are  interesting  from  their  pant ;  the 
Jats  of  whom  I  shall  next  treat,  are  important 

^  ^  in  the  present,  and,  if  at  any  time  a   native 

state  should  arise  in  this  part  of  India,  would,  I  believe,  be  still  more 
important  in  the  fature.  Thej  own  the  greater  portion  of  Palwal  and 
the  adjoining  part  of  Nuh,  the  conntry  east  and  south  of  Bahora, 
and  also  scattered  villages  in  other  parts  of  Gurgaon  and  in  Rew&ri. 
Thej  are  almost  without  exception  Hindus,  only  two  small  estates 
belonging  to  Muhammadan  Jats:  these  call  themselves  Sheikhs,  and 
are  called  by  others  Mul&s.  Many  Mul&s,  who  had  been  forcibly 
made  Muhammadans  by  the  Emperors,  were  brought  back  into 
caste,  and  are  treated  as  Hindu  Jats  in  all  respects.  They  are 
still  called  Mul&s,  but  Hindu  Jats  intermarry  with  them.  The 
bards  (Bh&ts)  say  that  there  are  9  lakhs  of  Gets  in  the  Jat  tribe, 
all  of  which  intermarry  and  smoke  together ;  and  the  Hindu  Jata 
even  intermarry  with  the  Sikh  Jats  of  the  Punjab.  In  GriflSn's 
Punjab  Rfijas,  I  find  it  noted  that  the  sister  of  the  Mah&raja  of  Patidla, 
a  Sikh  Jat,  was  married  to  the  Mahdraja  of  Bbartpur,  a  Hindu  Jat. 
The  chief  Gets  of  Jats  in  Gurgaon  district  are — (1)  Sarot,  who  own  24 
villages,  including  Hodal ;  (2)  Rawat,  8  villages,  including  Bahin  and 
part  of  27  other  vUlages ;  (3)  D&gar,  12  villages,  including  Mandkania; 
(4)  Tewatiya,  2  villages,  including  Alawalpur  (the  Got  of  the  late  Bdja 
of  Balabgarh)  ;  (5)  Tanwar,  4  villages,  including  Pirthala ;  (6)  Pokh- 
wit,  5  villages,  including  Ghangaula ;  (7)  Katamiya,  4  villages,  includ- 
ing Gurgaon ;  (8)  Raibad&r,  4  villages,  including  Mitnaul.  This  last 
Got  is  famous  for  its  stupidity,  and  other  Jats  tell  many  amusing  stories 
at  their  expense.  All  the  Palwal  Jats,  as  far  as  my  experience  of 
them  goes,  look  to  the  Bbartpur  Chief  as  their  natural  lea^der ;  the  fall 
of  Bhartpur  made  a  great  impression  on  them,  and  old  men  often 
refer  to  it  as  the  era  with  reference  to  which  they  date  events. 

Section  44.-— Ahirs  are  the  characteristic  tribe  of  Rewfiri,  and  are 
-.    ^..  numerous  also  in  the  northern  part  of  Gurgaon : 

they  are  found  too  in  the  following  parganas, 
Bahror  in  Alwar,  Kanaund  and  N&rnaul  in  Patiala,  Eanti  in  Naba, 
Madfiwar  and  Kot-K&sim  in  Jaipur ;  all  these  parganas  are  in  the 
immediate  proximity  of  Rew&ri.  All  the  Rew&ri  Ahirs  look  upon  R&o 
Tej  Singh's  family,  now  represented  by  Rao  L&l  Singh  and  B&o 
Judishtar  Singh,  as  their  natural  leaders.  They  are  splendid  cul- 
tivators, hard-working,  frugal  and  orderly.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  anything  very  definite  as  to  their  origin  and  history,  but 
their  traditions  state  that  in  Bew&ri  they  supplanted  Bdjputs,  an^ 
I  remember  two  villages  in  which  impoverished  representatives  of  the 
old  B&jput  owners  stUl  lingered.    Ahirs  are  all  Hindus. 

Section  46.— The  distinctively  Brahmin  villages  occur  chiefly  in 

The  Bralimin.«id  Ti«m.    the  Palwal  tahsil ;  bnt  in  all  the  tahslls,  «cept 

in  the  almost  exclusively  Meo  tahiil  of  Firoz- 

pur,  there  are  a  good  many  villages  in  which  Brahmins  own  some 

share.    A  Hindu  estate  could  hardly  hope  to  prosper  unless  Brahmins 

held  some  land  either  as  owners^  occupancy  tenants  or  on  a  £ree  tenure 
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held  from  the  community,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilson  for  the 
following  account  of  the  sub-divisions  of  the  Brahmins :  the  Tag^a 
referred  to  in  this  note  are  found  in  tahsils  Qurgaon  and  Palwal: — 

"  Of  the  Brahmin  tribe  the  principal  sub-diriBions  are  called  Jdt,  a  word  which  seems 
also  to  be  need  to  embrace  the  whole  tribe.  Each  Jot  is  sub-diyided  into  GaU  and  each  Got 
again  into  AU.  The  Al  is  generally  a  sub-division  of  the  Oaty  which  derives  its  origin  from 
some  particalar  place  (the  J^%kat),  the  name  of  which  gives  the  distinguishing  name  of  the 
Al  and  is  prefixed  to  the  name  of  the  Got.  Thus  the  Jf^  of  the  Gaur  sub-tribe  ( Jat )  called 
Indauriya  Bh&radw&j  is  of  the  Bhkradwdj  Gotj  and  derives  its  origin  from  Indaur.  In  many 
matters  more  regard  is  paid  to  the  Al  than  the  Gaty  and  more  than  one  of  the  Brahmins 
present  did  not  know  what  Got  he  belonged  to.  Indeed  the  vagueness  of  their  knowledge 
altogether  about  their  Gati  and  AU  is  astonishing,  especially  as  one  expects  Brahmins  to 
be  more  particular  about  these  things. 

"  In*this  district  there  are  representatives  of  three  sab-tribes  (Jats)  only ;  the  Gaurs,  the 
Qautam  and  the  Chaurasiya.  The  most  numerous  is  the  Gaur  sub-tribe,  and  there  are  only 
a  very  few  villages  of  the  Gautam  and  Chaurasiya  sub-tribe.  They  are  so  far  distinct  that 
a  member  of  one  sub- tribe  cannot  marry  with  a  member  of  another,  and  when  they  hold  a 
panehajfat,  which  consists  of  Brahmins  of  the  villages  most  nearly  concerned,  and  not  of 
any  regularly  deputed  representatives,  only  members  of  the  sub-tribe  concerned  take  i>art 
in  it.  They  say  too  that  m  drinking  water  and  smoking,  they  make  distinctions  according 
to  the  sub-tribe,  bat  evidently  they  are  not  so  particular  in  practice  as  they  are  in  theory. 
All  will  drink  water  from  a  brass  vessel  in  the  hand  of  a  Kahdr,  Taga,  Jat,  Ahir  or  Gujar, 
bat  not  of  a  Musalman  bhisti.  In  smoking  the  kukka  a  Gaur  will  smoke  from  the  same 
month- piece  as  a  Gaur,  but  in  smoking  with  a  Gautam  or  Chaurasiya,  he  takes  off  the 
month-piece  and  smokes  the  hukkay  using  his  hand  as  a  mouth-piece.  The  Gaurs  say  they 
will  drink  water  from  a  Gautam's  brass  vessel,  but  not  from  his  earthen  vessel,  bat  a 
Gautam  will  drink  from  a  Gaur's  earthen  vessel.  A  Chaarasiy&  says  he  will  drink  from  a 
Gaur's  earthen  vessel,  but  not  from  a  Gaatnm^s.  The  Gautams  say  they  will  drink  from 
the  earthen  vessel  of  neither  Gaur  nor  Chaurasiya.  Of  the  Gaur  sub-tribe  (jat)  there  are 
ten  GotSy  they  say,  but  they  cannot  give  their  names  with  certainty,  and  in  some  cases 
cannot  distingaish  between  the  Got  and  its  Als.  The  following  name?  are  given  as  those 
of  GotSy  but  some  of  them  ^may  be  names  of  Alt  only  -Bh^radw&j,  Bharadwar  (?)— 
Mudgai,  Kanshish,  B&shishtmun,  Pithik,  Bachis.  Tandras,  Dikhot^  K4kn&ngiya,  L4th& 
Joshi  (with  iia  Ali  the  Indauriya,  Silsibya,  Kimerval). 

**  The  Gantam  sab-tribe  is  in  this  district  represented  only  by  the  Maithul  Got,  which 
consists  of  62  AU^   , 

*'  The  sub-divisions  of  the  Chaurasiya  sab-tribe,  represented  in  this  district,  are  given  as. 
Pachami,  Tagniyat,  Khundr&ntya,  Dhamranniya,  Kakariya,  but  these  are  said  to  be  AU 
only. 

<*  The  Tagas  are  not  admitted  to  be  Brahmins.  They  claim  to  have  been  Brahmins 
bttt  to  have  given  up  (Ty&ga,  Ty£g,  abandonment)  the  practice  of  purohit&i  and  panditili 
(the  office  of  family  priest  and  learned  Brahmin)  for  agriculture ;  hence  their  name.  A 
Taga  present  says  that  Brahmins  are  his  j^urMi^,  and  he  worships  them  {piijia  hai„  It  is 
said  that  some  26  years  ago  Gordhan,  a  Taga  of  Fatahpur  Biloch,  was  about  to  marry  his 
daughter  to  a  Gkiur  Brahmin,  but  tkpanchdyat  of  Gaurs  forbade  it. 

**  A  Brahmin  widow  is  not  allowed  to  remarry.  If  a  Brahmin  does  marry  a  widow, 
they  are  turned  out  cf  the  Brahmin  caste,  and  they  and  their  descendants  are  called 
D^arakra,  now  almost  a  separate  caste  by  itself.  A  Dharukra  marries  only  a  Dharukra. 
There  are  some  families  of  Dharukras  descended  from  Gam  Brahmins  in  L^liAki. 

Another  form  of  the  word  "Dhardkr4,  is  DoghU:' 

Section  46. — Gujara  are  found  in  all  five  tahsfls^  but  are  most  nume- 
.  rous  as  proprietors  in  tiie  Gurgaon   tahsil 

®    "^'"'  along  the  foot  of  the  range,  which  divides 

the  district  from  Delhi.  In  the  Palwal  tahsil  some  of  the  largest  Gujar 
villages  now  belong  to  the  Skinner  estate ;  in  the  days  of  the  heavy 
assessments  which  preceded  the  regular  settlement,  the  Gujars 
attempted  to  evade  the  weighty  iamas  imposed  on  them  by  using  their 
lands  as  grazing  grounds,  and  throwing  them  out  of  cultivatidn,  and 
then  deserting  the  villages,  when  pressed  for  payment,— a  course 
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which  led  to  their  rights  being  forfeits,  ander  a  special  rule  issued  by 
the  Government  of  India  to  check  desertion  of  estates  in  the  Gurgaon 
district,  or  to  their  being  sold  by  auction  for  the  balances  due.  I 
have  no  special  information  as  to  the  history  of  the  tribe. 

Section  47. — The  chief  Bijput  settlements  are  those  of  Badgujar 
_^  ....  Bitjputs  round  Sohna ;  and  of  Chauh&ns  round 

Tue  B4]pnt8.  Bahora,  to  the  north-west    of  the  Gurgaon 

tahttly  and  in  the  isolated  villages  to  the  south  of  Rew&ri.  The 
Badgnjars  state  that  their  ancestors  migrated  hither  from  JuUundur 
under  the  following  circumstances :  it  appears  that  an  ancestor  of 
theirs  was  playing  at  dice  with  the  goddess  Devi,  wheo  he  noticed 
that  her  hand  was  wet ;  he  asked  her  the  cause,  and  she  replied  that 
she  had  just  rescued  a  ship  which  was  sinking  in  the  sea ;  this  seemed 
to  him  so  improbable  that  he  somewhat  rudely  impugned  her 
veracity,  and  was  in  return  visited  with  a  curse,  which  caused  him 
and  his  to  wander  forth,  until  the  new  seat  of  their  race  was  pointed 
out  to  them,  by  the  given  sign  of  the  cart  axle  breaking  down  ;  and 
then  after  a  series  of  conflicts  they  drove  out  the  Khanzadas  who 
then  held  the  country,  and  established  themselves  at  Sohna  and  in 
the  country  round.  The  date  given  for  this  migration  is  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

The  history  of  the  Chauh&n  race  is  given  in  Sir  H.  M.  Elliott's 
supplemental  Glossary.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  that  account.  The 
local  names,  which  he  mentions,  Bighoto  ft&th,  Dhundhoti  and  Chan* 
dain,  are  known  by  the  people,  but  not  often  referred  to. 

The  great  majority  of  the  Gurgaon  R^puts  are  Hindus,  except  in 
the  north  and  east  of  Bewfiri^  Some  of  these  Bew&ri  Banghars 
(Muhammadan  B&jputs)  have  bat  an  indifferent  name  for  honesty, 
but  generally  the  B^puts  of  both  religions  are  of  good  repute. 

Section  48.— >Gaurwahs  are  B&jputs  who  have  adopted  the  custom 
Other  tribes.  ^^  marrying  the  brother's  widow :  they  are  con- 

fined, wholly  or  almost  wholly,  to  the  Palwal 
tahsil ;  a  few  are  Muhammadans,  but  the  majority  are  Hindus. 

The  Dhtisars  claim  to  be  descended  from  Brahmins,  but  do  not 
intermarry  with  them  or  receive  charity ;  they  derive  their  name  from 
Dhosi,  a  flat-topped  hill  near  Namaul,  where  their  ancestor  Chimand 
performed  his  devotions.    The  famous  Hemu  was  a  Dhusar  of  Bew&ri. 

Among  the  Banias,  the  most  numerous  class  in  Gurgaon,  are  the 
Agarw£ls,  who  trace  their  descent  from  B&ja  Agarsen  of  Agroha  in 
Hissar,  whose  eighteen  sons  married  the  eighteen  snake  daughters  of 
B&ja  B&sak.  The  Aguris,  or  salt-workers,  claim  descent  from  the  Biy«> 
puts  of  Chitor,  and  the  Mallahs  derive  their  origin  from  Bunakta 
near  Agra. 

Section  49. — ^Not  many  recruits  are  sought  for  in  this  district  for 
Not  many  recmita  ftom    the  army :   the  few  natives  of  the  district 
«U8  district  who  are  serving  in  the  army  are  mainly  Ban- 

ghars or  Pathllnsy  and  are  ordinarily  in  Cavalry  regiments.    I  think 
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thai,  if  required,  a  laif;e  nnmber  of  recniiifl  might  he  obtained  from 
QwrgMm^  and  I  remember  reading  somewhere  that  Akbar  had  a  bodj- 
guard  of  Meos. 

Section  SO. — ^The  census  of  1868  shows  the  population  as  consist- 

neieUgJoMoltfcapea^e.    "»  of  ^'^'^j'LP'Ju'"  »?*  216,147  Muham- 
madans,  and  692  others ;  but  among  the  agn- 
euitural  population  generaJij,  the  forms  of  worship  which  most  prevail  >^ 

are  those  connected  with  what  ther  call  their  ^  Eacha  Mazhab  ^  as 
distinct  from  the  *"  Paeca  Mazhab ''  of  ortibtodoz  Hinduimi  and 
Huhammadanisra. 

In  most  Hindu  villages  and  in  many  of  the  Meo  villages  will  be 
TfliAM  d  ti  found  under  some  shade-giving  tree  a  little 

■*•  "  ^  masonry  platform,  the  shrine  of  tbe  "Bhumiya'* 

er  local  deity,  if  such  he  can  be  called ;  for  the  ^^  Bhumiya  "  is  gene- 
rally one  of  the  founders  of  the  village,  or,  as  I  found  in  one  village,  the 
Brahmin  priest  of  the  original  settiers.  The  special  day  for  making 
offerings  is  the  Chaudas  or  14th  day  of  the  month.  Some  of  the 
''  Bhnmiyas  **  are  said  to  grant  the  prayers  of  their  votaries,  and  to 
punish  severely  those  who  offend  them  :  one  of  the  Superintendents  of 
fiettlement  told  me  that  he  had  once  been  obliged,  by  the  feeling  of  a 
fpreat  weight  on  his  chest,  to  quit  a  place  sacred  to  a  ^^Bhumiya"  where 
he  was  accidentally  sleeping,  and  the  same  '^Bhumiya"  visited  with 
illness  a  man  who  cleaned  his  teeth  near  his  shrine.  Those  ''Bhnmiyas^ 
who  thus  bear  the  reputation  of  being  revengeful  and  vicious  in  tem- 
per are  respected,  and  (Seringa  to  them  often  made,  while  those  who  ^^ 
nave  the  character  of  easy  good-tempered  fellows  are  neglected. 

A  somewhat  similar  local  deity  who  does  not  aeem  to  foe  always 
clearly  distinguished  from  the  ^^fihumiyas,**  but  whose  shrine  is  often 
found  in  addition  to  that  of  the  ''Bhumiya'^  in  the  same  village,  is  the 
Chanwand,  also  called  Ehera  Deota.  Some  villagers  say  that  the 
Chan  wand  is  the  wife  of  the  ^'Bhumiva  ;**  others  seem  to  put  the  Chan- 
wand in  the  place  of  the  ^Bhumiya'^bat  the  Chanwand  is  worshipped 
on  Sunday. 

The  **  Bundela  **  is  only  worshipped  in  times  of  sickness,  and 
especially  of  cholera.  I  think  that  the  *'BundeIa"  must  be  the  same  as 
H&rdaur  mentioned  in  Elliot's  Glossary.  In  the  last  century  cholera 
broke  out  in  Lord  Basting's  Army,  shortlv  aftor  some  cattle  had  been 
killed  within  the  grove,  where  lie  the  ashes  of  a  Bnndelkhand  chief 
named  Hardaul  Lala.  The  epidemic  was  attributed  to  his  wrath,  and 
bis  lordship  over  cholera  bemg  thus  established  he  too  is  in  many 
villages  given  a  small  shrine  and  prayed  to  remove  pestilence  when  V 

it  visits  uie  village. 

The  spirits  of  young  men  who  die  childless  are  also  mipposed  to 
haunt  the  village,  as  are  the  ghosts  of  men  who  from  any  cause  die  dis- 
satisfied and  unwilling  to  leave  their  homes.  Such  spirits  are  called 
euphemisticaUy  '<  pitas  **  or  father,  but  generally  bear  the  character  of  i 

httng  vindictive  and  requiring  a  great  dc»l  of  attention.  AUtUeahrine  ' 
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very  miith  resembling  a  'cbnlha/  or  native  fire-place,  is  generally  eon- 
ftmcted  in  their  hononr  near  a  tank,  and  there  offieringa*  are  made. 
Sometimes  a  *^  pita  **  descends  on  a  person  who  then  becomes  inspired, 
shakes  his  head,  rolls  his  ejes,  and  reveals  the  will  of  the  ^^  pita.^' 
This  is  spoken  of  a3  ^khelna'  or  playing.  The  village  watchman  of 
Damdama,  in  tahsil  Gargaon^  bears  the  reputation  of  being  occa- 
fiionallj  thos  inspired.  , 

In  some  villages  is  found  a  shrine  very  similar  to  that  of  thft 
*'  Bhumiya/'  known  as  Fatharw&li,  and  I  was  told  that  when  a  man  in 
sickness  puts  on  the  cord  of  Devi  and  recovers,  he  has  to  perform  « 

{'oumey  to  Nagarkot  or  Jwila  Hukhi  in  E&ngra,  and  takes  with  him  a 
ihagat  or  professed  devotee  of  Devi,  and  while  he  is  away,  the  femalea 
of  hif  family  worship  the  Fatharw^. 

Besides  these  there  is  often  a  shrine  known  as  that  of  the 
Fanjpfr.  The  Hindus  regard  this  as  sacred  to  the  Pandu  brothers ;  the 
Huhammadans  as  sacred  to  five  of  their  saints.  A  miraculous  light 
is  asserted  to  sometimes  appear  at  midnight  on  these  shrines. 

Satfs  also  are  often  worshipped.  Thus  in  the  village  of  Bojhka 
Onjar,  there  is  the  shrine  of  a  Gujami  Sati,  who  has  constituted  her- 
self the  patroness  of  the  Brahmin  priests  of  the  village  :  and  unless 
they  are  properly  looked  after  she  gets  angry  and  sends  things  into  the 
bodies  of  the  offenders,  causing  them  pain ;  and  then  on  the  first  day 
of  the  moon  the  Brahmins  have  to  be  collected  and  fed  at  her 
shrine. 

The  standardsof  Shaikh  SiUr  and  Shaikh  Mad&r  are  often  to  be  met 
with  in  Meo  villages,  carried  on  circuit  for  the  collection  of  the  offerings 
of  their  votaries.  My  own  information  as  to  these  two  saints  is  imper- 
fect. Major  Powlett  writes  in  the  Alwar  Gazetteer  that  S&lir  Masand 
was  one  of  Sultan  Mahmiid  Ghazni's  chief  generals ;  his  tomb  is  at 
Bahraich  in  Oudh,  and  the  Meos  regard  him  as  their  chief  patroa 
saint.  The  Madar  8&hib  is  a  saint,  whose  shrine  is  at  Makanpur 
near  Aligarh.  Mr.  Wilson  notes  that  the  Maulvis  now  discourage  the 
use  of  the  S&Ur  standard  as  idoUtrous. 

Section  Sl.-^Besides  these  village  obiects  of  worship,  there  are 
Local  shrinai.  many  shrines  to  the  occupants  of  which  rever- 

ence is  paid.  Thus  in  Sujwari,  tahsil  Palwal, 
there  is  a  shrine  of  Shaikh  Ahmad  Ohisti;  but  Muhammadan  though 
he  was^  his  votaries  are  mainly  Hindus.  The  Kintingo  family  of 
Falwal  say  that. one  of  their  ancestors  used  to  visit  this  shrine  con-> 
stantly,  and  died  here.  After  death  they  intended  to  take  away  his 
corpse  to  the  Jumna  and  burn  it,  but  such  wag  his  attac|iment  to 
Shaikh  Ahmad  that  until  they  cut  off  one  of  his  fingers  i^d  buried  it 
in  the  shrine,  his  body  could  not  be  moved.  The  "  choti ''  or  lock  of  hair 
of  the  children  of  this  family  is  always  cut  off  at  this  shrine,  Many  of 
the  neighbouring  Hindu  Jat  villages  have  dedicated  plots  to  this 
shrine ;  and  some  Jato  of  the  village  told  me  they  only  did  "  puja  *■  or 
vrorship  to  Shaikh  Ahmad  Chistii  Brahmins  and  the  Fipal  tree. 
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In  other  places  I  have  foand  Mohamtnadan  shrines  objects  of 
worship  to  the  Hinda  villagers.  The  occupants  of  some  of  these 
siirines  are  credited  with  the  power  of  working  miracles ;  thns  in  the 
Meo  village  of  Ghairabpurbas,  tahsil  Gurgaon,  there  are  two  shrines 
known  as  those  of  Wilayat  Shah  and  Hl^him  Shah.  The  ministers 
of  fl&shim  Shah's  ehrine  once  allowed  it  to  fall  into  a  bad  state 
of  repair^  whereupon  the  saint  afflicted  them  with  sickness  until, 
they  executed  the  needed  repairs ;  and  once  when  a  man  of  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Sakadpur  was  on  a  journey,  the  wheel  of  his 
cart  began  to  give  way :  thereupon  he  vowed  five  balls  of  "  gur  "  to 
Wilayat  Shah  if  he  got  his  cart  to  the  village  ;  on  he  journeyed  in 
safety  until  he  reached  the  village  boundary,  and  then  down  went  the 
cart.  The  saint  had  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  contract.  Nor  are 
Hindu  miracles  wanting :  in  Indri,  tahsfl  Nuh,  on  the  day  of  the  Holi, 
five  cow-dung  cakes  appear  mysteriously  on  the  place  where  the  Holi 
offerings  are  deposited. 

SeeHon  52. — Tales  of  sorcery  too  are  not  unknown.    I  could  give 
Soroerj,  the  evil  eye  and    the  name  and  residence  of  a  famous  Brahmin 
charma.  sorcerer,  who  is  said    to  steal  the  skulls   of 

people  who  die  young,  and  to  hold  the  unfortunate  spirits  imprisoned 
in  tiiem.  Then  if  any  one  offends  him,  he  sends  a  spirit  into  the  offen- 
der, who  takes  the  name  of  the  dead  man  or  woman  in  whose  body 
the  spirit  formerly  dwelt,  and  states,  when  asked,  that  the  Brahmin  had 
sent  hinu  If  something  is  given  to  the  Brahmin,  the  patient  gene- 
rally gets  better.  This  Brahmin  is  also  able  to  interpret  the  will  of 
**  pitas,''  cause  wells  to  fall  in  by  throwing  written  charms  down  them, 
and  secure  a  favourable  result  to  a  suit  in  the  courts  by  the  recital 
of  other  spells. 

Some  wizards,  I  was  told,  if  they  cut  off  a  lock  of  a  woman's  hair, 
could  cause  her  to  die,  and  then,  when  she  had  been  burned,  could 
bring  her  to  life  again,  and  thus  secure  her  for  their  own  enjoyment. 
But  I  was  not  told  of  this  happening  nearer  than  Lahore. 

There  is,  of  course,  the  usual  dread  of  the  evil  eye,  the  theory  of 
which  was  thus  described  to  me  by  some  Jats  :-^  When  a  child  is  borU)- 
an  invisible  spirit  is  sometimes,  not  1  think  always,  bom  separately 
at  the  same  time :  and  unless  the  mother  takes  the  precaution  of  keep- 
ing one  breast  tied  up  for  forty  days  while  she  feeds  the  child  from 
the  other,  in  which  case  the  spirit  dies  of  hunger,  the  child  grows  up 
vrith  the  endowment  of  the  evil  eye;  and  whenever  a  person  so 
endowed  looks  at  any  thing  covetously,  something  evil  will  happen  to 
it.  Amulets  worn  for  protection  from  the  evil  eye  seem  to  be  of  two 
classes,  the  first  objects  which  apparently  resist  the  influence  by  a 
superior  innate  strength,  such  as  tiger's  claws,  and  the  second  objecte 
of  a  worthless  character,  such  as  cowries,  which  may  catch  the  eye  of 
their  beholder,  and  thus  prevent  the  covetous  look. 

Charms  too  are  found  very  useful  ixi  times  of  cattle  disease.  One 
practice  which  prevails  in  the  south-east  of  the  district  arose  in  this 
way. 
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Once  upon  a  time  a  man  whose  descendants  li^e  at  Tnmora  m 
the  Mattra  district  was  sleeping  out  in  the  fields,  watching  oyer  his 
oattle  with  spear  and  shield,  when  he  saw  the  cattle  disease  creeping 
up  towards  his  oxen  in  an  animal  shape ;  he  watched  his  opportuniiy 
and  got  the  disease  under  his  shield,  which  he  pressed  firmly  down. 
The  disease  entreated  to  be  released,  but  he  would  not  let  it  go  until  it 
promised  that  it  would  never  remain  where  he  or  hfs  descendants 
werepreseuit.  So  still  when  amurrain  visits  the  village,  his  descendants 
are  summoned  and  walk  round  the  village  calling  on  the  disease  to 
fulfil  its  contract. 

Another  and  more  widely  known  method  of  protecting  the  cattte 
16  to  erect  at  the  entrance  of  the  village  two  poles  between  which  a 
rope  of  "dab''  grass  is  stretched.  On  this  are  suspended  wooden 
models  of  a  plough  and  a  narrow  ''  mez^  ''  an  unbaked  earths  pot 
cover,  an  onion  and  an  iron  spike.  All  of  these  are  marked  with  oil 
and  red  lead,  and  on  the  earthen  cover  is  written  a  charm  by  some 
holy  man.  Then  on  an  appointed  day  all  the  cattle  are  driven  out 
below  the  rope  and  charm.'and  on  that  day  no  fire  is  lit  in  the  village^ 
until  the  evening,  and  all  the  milk  of  the  day  is  given  to  Brahmins. 

Here  are  a  couple  of  rather  unintelligible  charms  to  cure  a 
scorpion  bite : — 

Hari  dandi  Uunj  ka  bin ; 

Utr  re  bicha,  Khwaja  Mmn-i]d*din  Cbiihti  ki  &n. 
i.  9^  green  stick,  Munj  xope^  get  out  soorpion,  X  charge  yoa  by  (lit.,  oath  of)  Khawaja 
Uain-nd-din  Chishti. 

Ghoti  kotbii  bam  pah&n  ; 

Utr  16).  Khwaja  Mnin-ad-din^  ki  in. 
*  LitUe  granary  with  a  big  top  (to  it) ;  get  out  by  Khawafa  Htiin-nd-diiK 

In  cases  of  snake  bite,  one  method  adopted  is  for  the  charmer  to 
repeat  an  invocation  to  Noah  in  Arabic  twenty-one  times  by  a  well» 
from  which  be  then  draws  water,  and  washes  with  his  right  hand  his 
feet  and  hands,  and  the  water  remaining  after  these  ablutions  is 
sprinkled  on  the  patient,  who  also  drinks  some  of  it. 

In  times  of  ^eat  sickness  Muhammadans  sometimes  take  a  he«^ 
goat,  perfect  in  aU  respects,  and  ten  or  twenty  men  walk  with  it  all 
round  the  village,  repeating  verses  of  the  Eorfin ;  then  they  kill  it  and 
bury  it  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  or  they  write  a  prayer  on  a  piece  of 
paper^  and  put  it  over  the  chief  entrance  of  the  village. 

The  prayer  runs  thus  i — 

Abdollah  ka  ptit,  Aimaoa  ka  jiya ;; 
Bhig  ri  waba,  Mohammad  iya. 

Son  of  Abdullah,  son  of  Aimana ; 

Flee  away  disease,  Muhammad  has  corner 

Sed^^m  63.— The  Meos  have  hitherto  been  very  lax  Muhamma- 

RsliffioiiB      '  al  ^^®  sharing  in  most  of  the  rites  and  customs^ 

the  MeST**  '*^^    smong    ^f  their  Hindu  neig^hbours,  especially  such  as 

are  pleasant  to  observe;  their    principle  of 

action  seems  to  have  been  to  keep  the  feasts  of  both  religions  and  the 

*  This  is  also  nsed  generally  as  a  pioTerb  with  reference  to  great  appearances  covering 
snuUl  leslitiei— something  like  our  *  Much  ciy,  little  wool.' 
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fasts  of  neither.  Recently  religions  teachers  hare  become  more 
xinmerouB  among  them,  and  some  Meos  now  keep  the  Bamz£n  fast, 
bnild  Tillage  mosques,  say  their  prayers,  and  their  wives  wear  trousers 
instead  of  the  Hindu  petticoat, — all  signs  of  a  religious  reviyal. 

Section  54,— Attendance  on  fairs  or  melfis,  which  combine  dero- 
Fain  and  Melifl.  tion  and  amusement,  constitutes  one  of  the 

few  pleasures  of  the  ordinary  agricuUurist. 
Chief  among  the  ftiirs  of  iSurgaon  is  that  of  the  goddess  of  small-pox, 
Hasani,  whose  temple  is  at  Gurgaon.  A  small  mel&  takes  place  there 
every  Tuesday,  e3(cept  in  the  month  Sfiwan,  but  the  great  fairs  are 
those  which  occur  in  Chait.  Further  reference  to  this  temple,  and  the 
disposal  of  the  income  arising  from  the  offerings  will  be  found  in 
para.  304. 

In  the  Bew&ri  tahsil  at  the  village  of  Bas  Doda,  where  there  is 
an  ancient  temple  of  Bhaironji,  a  fair  is  held  on  the  24th  of  Chait, 
and  the  foUovring  two  days,  to  which  people  are  said  to  resort  from 
OS  far  as  Agra  and  Delhi.  The  offerings,  which  are  enjoyed  by  the 
owners  of  the  village,  are  estimated  at  Bs.  500.  I  was  told  that  for- 
merly girls  of  the  Ohunwar  class  used  to  be  married  to  the  god  at 
these  festivals,  and  that  they  always  died  soon  afterwards,  but  that  of 
late  years  the  practice  had  been  discontinued. 

In  the  i^rozpur  tahsil  there  is  a  large  gathering  of  Meos  at  the 
village  of  Ehori  Shah  Chokha,  on  the  Ist  to  the  7th  Jam&diulawwal ; 
the  object  of  their  pilgrimage  is  the  tomb  of  the  Saint  Shah  Chokha, 
The  estimated  attendance  is  from  8,000  to  10,000.  Formerly  this 
fair  used  to  be  a  great  place  for  elopements,  it  being  held  a 
sufficient  answer  from  a  man,  who  left  the  fair  with  another  Meo's  wife 
to  say  that  Shah  Chokha  had  given  her  to  him.  In  addition  to  these 
there  is  a  number  of  other  mells  of  smaller  importance,  such  as  those 
held  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  at  Easan  on  the  29th  Bh&don,  at  Sohna 
on  the  18th  S&wan,  at  Isl&mpur  on  the  9th  Bh&don,  at  Budhera  on 
Wednesdays  in  Chait,  and  in  Bhundsi  Ehohri  and  Earaula  on  the 
22Dd  Chait  and  22nd  Eu&r ;  in  the  Nuh  tahsil  at  Palla  on  the  24th  to 
27th  Jam&diulawwal,  at  Nuh  on  the  10th  Ramz&n,  at  Gahbar  on  the 
1st  Chait  and  1st  Eu^r,  at  Nalhar  on  the  14th  Ph&gan,  and  at 
Swanika  at  the  full  moon  in  C&tak ;  in  Firozpur  tahsil  at  tiie  Jhir 
near  Firozpur  on  the  14th  Mfia;h,  and  at  Maboli  on  the  8th  Eu&r  and 
8th  Chait ;  i^  the  Bew&ri  tahsil  at  Bbarawas  Balwari,  and  Siha  on  the 
1st  Chait,  at  Darauli  on  the  9th  Bh&don,  at  Inchapuri  on  the  ISth 
S&wan  and  ISth  Ph&gan,  and  at  the  tank  of  Bio  Tej  Singh  in 
Bewari  on  the  18th  S&wan  ;  in  the  Palwal  tahsil  at  the  tomo  of  Shaikh 
Ahmad  Cbisti  in  Sujwari  on  the  11th  and  12th  Babiulawwal,  where 
5,000  persons  are  said  to  collect,  at  Banswa  on  26th  Phigan,  at 
Palwal  on  the  21st  Bhfidon,  at  Gurwari  on  the  25th  Jeth,  at  Ban- 
chari  on  2nd  Chait  and  at  Alawalpur  on  the  15th  Fh&gan. 

In  the  Bew&ri  tahsil  there  are  Mahants  of  some  reputation  at 
Balwari  and  at  Bharawas.  In  many  Ahir  villages  the  people  unyoke 
their  cattle  at  the  well,  when  the  evening  Sankh  sounds,  in  obedience 
to  the  traditional  instructions  of  one  of  these  Mahants. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    30    ) 

Sedian^  5S.<— B&j«a»  jowftr  and  barley,  (brridge  made  of  the  Tarion» 
^^^  pulses,  ghi,  milk  and  butter  milk,  form  the 

ordinary  food  of  the  agrieultural  populaticzf. 
Only  the  more  easily  cireumstanced  among  them  can  afford  to  ccm« 
moBly  eat  wheaten  bread  or  consume  much  sugar  or  meat ;  when 
meat  is  eaten,-  it  is  ordinarily  goat's  ffesh :  the  great  body  of  Hindu 
agriculturists  is  prevented  also  from  eating  meat  by  religious 
scruples.  The  regular  mefds  are  taken  at  mid-day  and  in  the 
evening ;  to  these  must  be  added  &  draught  of  butter  milk  and  a 
snack  of  whatever  comes  handy  in  the  early  morning. 

Sedion  56. — Om  the  subject  of  the  general  economic  condition  of 
Semarkfl  bj  Mr.  WiiBon      ^^  people^  I  incorporate  the  following  note 
OQ  Reneral  eoonoinio  oondi-     by  Mr.  Wilson  supplied  in   answer  to  the 
^^  qjuestion  of  the  famine  commission  :— 

In  a  district  such  as  this  containing  such  a  variety  of  soil  and 

Ho  general  deacnption       ^^^S  ^?^  even   cUmate,  it  is  necessary  to 
po^ble.  divide  the  agricultural  community  into  classes, 

and  describe  their  circumstances  in  some 
detail ;  no  general  description  of  their  ordinary  economic  condition 
would  apply  to  the  whole  community  with  any  approximation  to 
exactness. 

PActore  in  the  economic  The  circumstauces  which  determine  the 

coidition  of  the  agricai*      condition  of  an  agriculturist  come  iu'  order 
*"****•  of  importance  as  follows  :— 

lat  carie.—AM  a  general  rule^  whatever  be  the  nature  of  the 
Vizvtfoctor  carte.  ®^^^  ^®  cultivates    or   the  incidence  of  the 

'  revenue  he  pays,  the  caste  of  the  agriculturist^ 

which  determines  his  habits  and  customs  and  natural  disposition,  will 
determine  his  economic  condition.  At  the  head  of  the  prevalent 
castes  in  this  district  I  would  place  the  Ahirs,  as  the  most  industrious 
thrifty  and  prudent :  though  much  of  the  land  occupied  by  them  13  of 
an  inferior  description  and  the  incidence  of  the  revenue  in  Bew&ri 
tahsfl,  where  most  of  the  villages  are  owned  by  them,  has  for  thirty 
years  been  very  high,  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  district,  they 
h»ve  by  unremitting  toil,  compelled  the  soil  to  yield  them  a  wonder- 
ful amount  of  produce,  and  have  by  prudent  thrift  kept  themselves 
and  their  lands  free  from  debt?.  Next  to  them  come  the  Jats,  who 
ownr  many  villages,  in  the  east  and  north-east  of  the  district. 
Their  land  is  very  fertile;  and  in  Palwal  tah^,  where  they  form 
the  chief  portion*  of  the  land-owning  class  the  incidence  of  the 
revenue  ha»  been  hitherto  extl-emely  light.  In  industry  and  thrift 
th^  are  inferior  to  the  Ahfrs,  though  superior  to  other  castes ;  while 
on  the  whole' very  well-to^do,  they  have  not  been  careful  to  keep 
themselves  ttee  from  debt  and  their  land  from  mortgage.  After 
them  oome  the' B&jputs  owning  land  chiefly  in  the  centre  of  t4&e 
dirtrict,  and  the  Brahmins  scattered  here  and  there,  but  neither  caste 
forming  a  very  important  element  in  the  agricultural  population. 
Liet  of  idl^  OH'  tba  mt  come'  the  comparatirely  hzj  and  superlatively 
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nnihrift;  Meos,  who  own  some  850  villages  in  the  fwo  southernmost 
tahsils  of  the  district  (  Nah  and  Firozpur).  Without  the  excuse  of  a 
barren  soil  or  an  excessive  revenue,  they  live  so  closelj  up  to  their 
iacome,  are  so  negligent  in  developing  the  resources  of  their  land,' 
and  indulge  so  in  unwarranted  expenditure,  that  the  failure  of  one 
harvest  plunges  them  irretrievably  into  debt.  Last  year's  scarcity 
found  many  of  them  still  burdened  with  debt  contracted  in  the 
famines  of  1860  -61  and  1868-69,  and  has  left  them  with  17  per  cent, 
of  their  land  heavily  mortgaged,  and  much  floating  debt  hanging 
over  them  besides. 

2ndy    the   number    of  the  family. — Other  things  being  equal. 
Second  factor  number        *      lucky  man  who  has  few  children  has  less 
offamilj.        '  difficulty  in  making  ends  meet.     When  the 

children  are  young,  they  make  more  mouths 
to  feed,  without  any  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  hands 
to  work ;  and  even  when  they  ^come  old  enough  to  help  in  the 
fields,  the  cost  of  their  food  is  greater  than  would  be  the  hire  of. 
laborers  to  give  the  same  amount  of  work  at  the  most  pressing 
times.  Each  child  too  must  be  married,  and  marriages  are  the 
great  extravagance  of  the  agriculturist's  family :  even  where  one 
contracting  party  exacts  a  sum  of  money  from  the  other,  the 
expenses  of  the  ceremony  are  sure  to  exceed  the  income.  The  greater 
the  number  of  births,  the  greater  will  be  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 
family  ;  and  each  funeral  too  is  an  expensive  affair,  the  brotherhood 
and  tiie  poor  must  be  luxuriously  and  extravagantlv  feasted.  There 
was  a  time  not  many  years  ago  when  the  agriculturist  who  had  a 
number  of  sons  and  daughters  to  help  him  to  break  up  new  land  was 
likely  to  better  his  condition ;  but  now  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  the  district  the  population  has  overtaken  the  .  land,  and  hired 
labor  is  cheap.  Happy  is  the  man  whose  quiver  is  not  too  full.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  unthrifty  Meos  are  famous  for  the  number  of 
their  children. 

Sri,  eub-divieion  of  the  land. — This  is  closely  connected  with 
the  last  head.    Where  the  family  is  a  large 
«iQ?5^bidf^'  '^"    one,  the  family  holding  is,  on  the  death  of  the 

head,  sometimes  worked  in  common  by  the 
sons,  but  very  frequently  divided  between  them  in  equal  shares.  The 
practice  of  separating  off  distinctly  the  different  shares  of  the  land  is 
encouraged  by  our  revenue  and  law  system,  and  is  rapidly  becoming 
more  common ;  and  as  the  increase  of  a  holding  by  the  death  of 
a  brother  or  uncle  without  heirs  is  much  less  common  than  its  sub- 
division among  the  sons  of  the  deceased  proprietor,  this  practice  leads 
to  the  rapid  increase  of  small  holdings,  the  produce  of  which  is  barely 
sufficient  to  supply  the  necessaries  of  Ufe  to  the  agriculturist  and  his 
lamily  ;  and  while  the  heads  of  families  in  the  village  community  are 
grradua.lly  becoming,  more  distinct  in  their  individual  rights  and  res* 
pQUsibilities,  they  have  not  yet  learned  to  co-operate  io  the  modem 
sense  of  the  ward.  There  is  thus  little  to  fall  back  on  when  a  season 
of  misfortune  comes.    The  extent  of  sub-division  is  generally  much 
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infltieiiced  by  the  tenure  of  the  Tillage.  Where  the  village  is  held  in 
bhayach&ra  tenure,  as  is  nsnal  among  the  Jats  and  Meos,  the  land  is 
much  snb-diyided ;  and  where  the  tenure  is  pattid&ri,  as  it  often  is 
among  the  Ahirs,  the  owners  of  a  share  in  the  village  often  hold  and 
,  onltivate  it  in  common,  and  can  thas  meet  misfortune  better  than  if 
tiiey  had  to  fight  it  single-handed. 

Hhf  faeUiiy  of  irrigation. — Hie  introdnction  of  the  Agra  canal 
7  into  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  has  vastly 

itiSS^  '  ^  improved  the  condition  of  the  agriculturists  in 
that  tract  by  increasing  the  productiveness 
of  their  land  in  much  greater  proportion  than  it  increases  the  cost  of 
production,  but  most  of  all  by  protecting  them  against  seasons  of 
drought ; — the  great  source  of  indebtedness  and  poverty.  Although 
irrigation  from  the  canal  commenced  only  some  four  years  ago,  its 
gocd  effects  are  already  seen,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  standard 
of  comfort  of  the  Jat  agriculturists  benefitting  therefrom  will  be 
decidedly  raised  before  the  population  overtakes  the  increase  of  pro- 
duce; provided  however,  that  their  prosperity  does  not  make  them 
lazy,  and  that  the  proximity  of  the  canal  does  not  permanentlv  ener- 
vate them,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  case  with  the  Jat  land-holders 
on  the  Western  Jumna  Canal.  There  seems  some  danger  of  the 
latter  calamity,  for  this  year  in  particular  fever  has  literally  devas- 
tated the  tract  through  which  the  canal  passes ;  some  villages  have 
in  a  few  months  lost  one-sixth  of  their  population  and  scarcely  a  man 
is  to  be  found  who  has  not  been  greatly  reduced  in  strength  by 
repeated  attacks.  But  if  this  prove  to  have  been  an  exceptional  year 
as  there  is  some  reason  to  hope,  the  great  diminution  of  the  popula- 
tion may  even  prove  a  blessing  to  the  survivors. 

The  facility  of  well-irrigation  is  also  an  important  factor,  as  on 
this  depends  the  protection  of  the  land  from  drought,  but  it  must  be 
taken  advantage  of.  The  Ahirs  work  their  deep  well  night  and  day : 
the  Meos  often  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  sink  them  when  water  is 
near. 

Sthi  natwre  of  foil.r-This  factor,  which  at  first  sight  seems  mOst 

important,  really  comes  low  down  in  the  list. 

^Prfth  facte,  natue  of     rf^^  g^ jy  ^^  ^f  Eewiri  produces  enough  to 

keep  the  thrifty  Ahirs  in  comfort,  while  the 
comparatively  rich  soil  of  the  Firozpur  valley  is  heavily  mortgaged  to 
meet  the  extravagances  of  the  thriftless  Meos. 

r 

6thf  inoidenee  of  the  rmfenue.— Thin  too  is  of  less  imnortance 
flv^i.fc..i«,  ,««*««-  than  would  at  first  sight  seem  probable.  The 
Sixth  factor,  rerenna         ^^^^  land-owners  of  tahsil  Rewiri,  hitherto 

notoriously  heavily  assessed,  are  much  less  indebted  than  the  lightly 
assessed  Meos  of  Firozpur,  and  less  even  than  the  much  more 
lightly  assessed  Jats  of  Palwal,  thrifty  though  the  latter  are  said 
to^be.  . 
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7&,  $lcduBofagi^icuUuTi$t^^TheTe  is  much  lew  diflbrenee  betwden 
A^uB  s.      -**    ^    theconditionof  the  owner  of  land,  tenant  with 
w^l^    '  rightofoccnpanoy,andtenant-at.will  through^ 

oat  the  greater  part  of  the  district  than  woald 
be  expected.  The  rast  majority  of  tenants  with  tights  of  occnpanoy^ 
and  a  very  large  number  of  tenants*at-will,  have  hitherto  hdd  their 
land  on  condition  of  paying  simply  the  rerenue  and  cesses  due  there- 
on, and  they  have  generally  shared  on  equal  terms  with  the  owners  ^ 
in  the  common  rights  of  the  village.  However  since  the  operations 
of  the  present  settlement  began  and  more  especially  since  the  new 
assessments  were  announced  last  year,  the  tendency  to  distinguish 
more  sharply  between  these  classes  of  agriculturists  has  been^  rapidly 
growing.  Tenants-at-will  are  called  on  to  pay  higher  rents,-  or  are 
ejected  from  land  they  have  held  for  years  on  these  favorable  terms. 
Suits  are  instituted  to  have  defined  more  exactly  Uie  rights  of  occu- 
pancy tenants  and  to  enhance  their  rents.  Property  in  land  is 
becoming  more  valuable  every  day,,  and  the  rights  of  owners  having 
been  more  clearly  defined  in  the  new  settlement  records,  money-lenders 
are  willing  to  advance  larger  sums  than  before  on  the  security  of  land. 
Thus  it  is  generally  remarked  that  tenants-at-will  have  greater  diffi- 
culty in  borrowing  than  owners  or  even  than  tenants  with  occupancy 
rights.  All  these  tendencies  may  be  expected  to  develope  with  remark- 
able rapidity  in  the  few  years  following  the  close  of  the  present 
settlement  operations. 

The  general  condition  of  the  agricultural  population  then  may 
^       ,      ..X..      *  XV       ^   *^**  *^  ^  painfully  dependent  on    the  l 

^neiml  conditioA  of  the  geasons,  all  their  income  comes  from  the  land: 
^^^  Where  a  land-owner,  besides  the  acutal  pro- 

duce of  his  own  separate  holding,  can  count  among  his  income  the 
proceeds  of  hiring  his  cart  between  the  busy  times  or  those  of  the 
sale  of  his  "  ghi,  ■'  he  finds  that  in  a  year  of  drought  even  these 
are  apt  to  fail  him,  for  the  difficulty  of  feeding  his  oxen  and  his 
buffaloes  swallows  up  alt'  tiie  income  they  bring,  and'  where  a  cul- 
tivator ekes  out  the  produce  of  his  fields  by  his  dues  as  a  village 
menial  or  family  priest,  he  finds  the  villagers,  in  seasons  of  scarcity, 
unable  to  pay  him  the  full  fee.  The  Jats  of  Palwal  are  now  greatiy 
protected  against  drought,  but  are  in  some  danger  of  increasing 
their  expenditure  too  fast,  and  losing  some  of  their  old  industry  and 
thrift,  but  they  may  be  generally  described  as  well  off,  especially 
the  land-owners*  They  can  easily  stand  a  year  of  scarcity  and  will 
probably  soon  recover  themselveff,  though  even  they  are^  like  all 
agriculturists  apt  to  neglect  payment  of  the  prinoipal,  and  even  of  the 
interest  of  a  debt  once  contracted,  and  often  carelessly  allow  the  sum  ^ 

noted  against  them  in  the  village  money4ender'B-  books  tO' grow  and 

EDiw  until  they  can  hav^^  little  hopeof  paying  it  off,  the  wily  iHuiker 
owing  it  to  be  his  interest  not  to  press  for  ready  payment,  but  to 
encourage  his  debtor  deeper  into  the  toils,  until  he  has  been:  completely 
at  his  mercy*  When  this  is  so  with  men  having  such  advatatages 
as^tJie  Ja4s  of  Palwal,  urtiat  must  it  be  with  the  Meos.  Their  condi« 
tion  is  rapidly  becoming  hopeless.    They  live  so  literally  from  hand 
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to  month,  careleAiIy  eontrRctiiig  debt  for  mnnitugeB,  fnnenilfl,  and 
petty  luxuries ;  even  in  aTeirage  years,  that  when  a  year  of  drought 
comes  they  are  thrown  on  the  money-lender,  who  can  make  with 
them  what  terms  he  likes.  Daring  the  past  15  months  some  5  per 
cent,  of  the  cnltiTated  area  of  the  two  Meo  tahsils  of  Nuh  and 
Firozpnr  has  been  mortgaged,  and  now  17  per  cent,  of  the  total 
cnltivated  area  is  so  bnrdened  that  there  is  little  hope  of  its  ever  being 
redeemed,  ihe  Meo  land-owners  are  rapidly  becoming  practically 
rednced  into  the  position  of  tenants.  Their  condition  loudly  calls 
for  special  consideration,  though  it  is  di£Bcult  to  see  what  can  be  done 
for  Uiem.  During  the  past  year  a  large  amount  of  reyenue  due 
from  them  has  been  suspended,  but  they  have  had  to  borrow  for  food, 
and  the  evil  has  only  been  reduced,  not  removed.  Not  a  few  who  had 
no  land  to  mortgage  left  the  district  to  seek  a  means  of  livelihood 
elsewhere  until  letter  times.  It  is  pleasant  to  turn  from  this  state  of 
things  to  that  of  the  Ahirs  in  Bew&ri.  With  all  their  disadvantages, 
their  industry  reduces  the  evils  of  a  year  of  drought  to  a  minimum,  and 
their  thrift  supplies  them  with  a  means  of  tiding  over  it,  and  reduces 
their  expenditure  for  the  time.  Though  the  drought  of  last  year  was 
as  bad  with  them  as  anywhere,  they  paid  their  revenue  and  tnat  with-i 
out  contracting  a  larger  amount  of  debt  than  they  are  likely  to  clear 
off  in  a  year  or  two  of  favoraUe  harvest,  should  they  be  fortunate 
enough  to  have  them. 

'<  The  causes  of  debt  are— <1),  general  extravagance  which  leads  to 
Cause,  of  indebtedne*.  ^ebt  even  in  ordinary  yeats;  (2),  marriages 
and  funerals  the  expenditure  on  which  is 
enormously  disproportionate  to  the  income;  (3),  drought,  which  finds 
the  agriculturist  without  any  surplus  saved,  and  kills  his  cattle  and 
compels  him  to  borrow  to  pay  the  revenue  and  support  his  family ; 
(4),  neglect  to  pay  the  interest  on  debts  already  contracts,  which 
rapidly  multiply  themselves/' 

Section  57.— Allowing  for  tiie  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson  saw  the 
fl^r^n^^  «*.r.A«,.;«r.«^ ««       dlstrict,  whcu  It  was  suffering  from  a  great 
aboT«  xvnarks.  calamity,  I  thmk  that  the  above  description  is  a 

good  one.  I  shall,  howev^,  have  some  further 
remarks  to  make  on  the  subject  in  connection  with  the  assessments. 
The  fluctuations  are  not  all  in  one  direction,  although  much  of  the 
surplus  produce  of  prosperous  years  will,  under  any  circumstances,  in 
the  case  of  an  improvident  tribe  like  the  Meos,  fall  to  the  share  of  the 
money-lenders ;  the  extent  of  this  share,  again^  will  be  much  influenced 
by  the  fiscal  policy  adopted  by  the  Government. 

Section  58. — ^The  rates  of  interest  vary  with  the  security  from  6 

Bates  of  interest.  P?'  ^*"^**  P^  «Mi«Ki  to  87|  per  cent,  ot  even 

ikigher,  ordinary  rates  are  18  td  24  per  cent. 

for  unsecored  loans,  18  per  cent,  on  mortcage  of  land,  and  12  per  cent. 

on  deposit  of  ornaments.    Ab  a  ciass,  the  M^s  pay  the  highest  rates. 

Interest  is  ^ten  dedwcted  in  advaake  from  the  sam  lent^  and  many 
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money-leaders  refuse  io  take  less  than  6  months'  interest,  however 
short  the  period  be  for  which  the  money  is  reqmred*  Qrain  agreements 
are  comparatively  rare. 

Section  59. — Land  is  rarely  sold,  although  it  is  constantly  mort- 
SaIaa  of  imnA  g*8®<l  >  ^^  tables  compiled  for  the  assessment 

reports  showed  that  from  1857  to  1875,  26,062 
acres  assessed  at  Bs.  22,795  had  been  sold  for  a  total  sum  of  Rs.  1,72,125. 
Of  the  area  sold  more  than  half  was  in  Rew&ri  and  ouly  209  acres  io 
Firozpur.  In  all  the  tahsfls  the  rise  in  the  value  of  land  from  1857  to 
1875  was  very  marked;  the  prices  obtained  in  the  period  1871  to  1875 
in  the  various  tahsfls  were  as  follows :— 


TfthflH* 

Piice  per 
acre. 

Price  per 
rupee  of  jmntkt 

FCroRpitT  («reft  nirmMittl  only)         ,^            .*,           ,^ 
?aiwal ., 

Gurgaon 

Eewiri...             .,             « 

Eb. 

139 

21 
19 

m 

- 

A. 

15 

8 

P. 

0 
0 
CI 
0 
0 

m 

23 
11 

A. 

5 

12 
8 

P. 

0 
U 

u 

0 

a 

In  Rew&ri  the  small  sale  value  of  land  has  always  been  very  marked ; 
and  Qurgaon  most  nearly  resembles  it  in  this  respect.  The  profits  to 
be  obtained  from  these  sandy  tahsfla  are  too  small  to  reiuier  land 
worth  much  as  an  investment 

Section  60. — The  following  remarks  ara 
by  Mr.  Wilson : — 


Mortgages. 


During  the  progress  of  settlement  operations  two  statements  of 
land  mortgaged,  which  are  here  appended,  were  drawn  up.  The  first 
statement  shows  the  amount  of  land  mortgaged  at  the  end  of  June 
1877,  when  the  last  instalment  of  the  past  settlement  had  been  realized, 
and  the  new  assessments  had  been  announced  but  had  not  yet  come 
into  effect : — when  a  series  of  average  years  had  brought  the  district  to< 
what  may  be  considered  its  normal  condition  after  the  famine  of 
1868-69,  and  the  coming  drought  of  1877  had  as  yet  had  no  effect. 

The  second  statement  shows  the  amount  of  land  mortgaged  during . 
the  foUowii^  eighte^i  months  banning  with  July  1877  and  ending 
with  December  1878.  The  percentages  are  taken  on  the  cultivated 
area,  as  almost  all  the  land  mortgaged  is  cultivated  land,  and  in  calculat* 
ing  proportion  of  revenue  to  area  it  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  actual 
state  of  things  if  the  productive  area  omy  be  taken  into  account. 

At  the  end  of  June  1877,  over  6  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of 
the  district  had  been  mortgaged  in  20,000  separate  transactions,  to  agri- 
culturists and  non-agriculturists  in  the  i>roportion  of  3  to  2  for  a 
sum  equal  to  1^  yeai^  revenue  of  the  district,— the  average  amount  of 
ddl>t  per  acre  mortgaged  being  Ss.  24^  equivalent  to  18  years'  purchase 
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ef  the  revenue  assessed.  During  the  eighteen  months  which  followed^ 
while  the  redemptions  from  mortgage  were  insignificant,  4*41  per  cent, 
more  of  the  cultivated  area  was  mortgaged  for  6  lakhs  or  half  a  year's 
revenae^  giving  a.  rate  of  Bs.  14  per  acre  mortgaged  or  10}  years* 
revenue  of  the  land  mortgaged.  Thus  at  the  end  of  1878,  nearly  10} 
per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  was  under  mortgage,  the 
burden  being  21}  lakhs  or  If  year's  revenue  of  the  district  During  the 
same  period  of  eighteen  months,  ending  December  1878,  1'14  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  was  sold  at  Rs.  14  per  acre,  or  11 
years'  revenue  of  the  land  sold.  The  average  area  mortgaged  in  one 
transaction  was  7  acres  more  than  double  the  former  average,  and 
the  proportion  of  mortgages  to  agriculturists  and  non-agriculturists 
respectively  was  2  to  5,  instead  of  the  former  proportion  of  8  to  2. 

The  cause  of  this  enormous  increase  in  the  transfers  of  land  by 
which  5}  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  district  changed 
hands  in  the  course  of  a  year-and-a-half,  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  almost 
entire  failure  of  the  rains  of  1877  left  the  district  destitute  of  the 
hharif  harvest  and  unable  from  want  of  cattle  and  seed  and  seasonable 
moisture  to  cultivate  the  ordinaiy  extent  of  rahi.  Many  of  the  people 
living  from  hand  to  mouth,  especially  the  improvident  Meos,  were  driven 
at  once  to  the  money-lender  even  before  the  first  instalment  of  the  new 
assessment  became  due  ;  and  as  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  rights 
of  proprietors  of  land  was  iust  being  completed  and  the  assessment  for 
the  next  thirty  years  had  been  announced,  it  was  possible  to  estimate 
with  some  certainty  the  value  of  land,  and  the  money-lenders  seem  to 
have  seized  the  opportunity  to  throw  on  the  land  by  way  of  mortgage 
not  only  the  value  of  the  cash  and  grain  they  then  advanced,  but  all 
outstanding  debts,  or  to  have  cleared  them  all  off  by  purchasing  the 
land  outright;  so  that  the  sum  representing  the  new  burden  of  the  land 
does  not  represent  new  debt,  but  includes  much  debt  that  formerly 
appeared  only  in  the  books  of  the  money-lenders. 

^The  proportions  of  land  mortgaged  vary  greatly  in  the  different 
taheifls.  Firozpur  almost  wholly  inhabited  by  proverbially  thriftless 
Meos  gives  the  highest  figures.  Up  to  June  1877  nearly  13  per  cent. 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  tahsil  had  been  mortgaged  for  2}  years' 
revenue ;  in  the  following  18  months  6  per  cent,  more  was  mortgaged  for 
1^  vear^s  revenue  and  2  per  cent,  was  sold  during  the  same  time.  At  the 
end  of  1878, 19  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  was  burdened  with  8f 
years'  revenue  of  the  tahsil.  Nuh,  also  chiefly  inhabited  by  Meos, 
follows  close  behind.  Up  to  June  1877, 11  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area 
of  the  tahsil  had  been  mortgaged  for  2}  years'  revenue,  and  during  the 
next-year-and-a  half  5  per  cent  more  was  mortgaged,  and  1  per  cent 
was  sold,  leaving  16  per  cent  burdened  with  3  years'  revenue  of  the 
tahnL  The  Jat  tahsu  of  Palwal,  which  up  to  1877  was  lightly  assessed, 
and  which  suffered  less  from  the  drought  of  1877-78  than  the  other 
tahsils,  5  per  cent  had  been  mortgaged  up  to  June  1877  for  1}  year's 
revenue  of  the  tahsil,  and  during  the  following  year-and-a-half  2  per 
cent  more  was  mortgafi^ed  for  a  fifth  of  a  year's  revenue  only  and 
very  little  land  was  sold.    So  that  here  at  the  end  of  1878  only  7  pei: 
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oeni  of  the  eultivatecl  area  is  burdened  with  1}  yearns  revenue.  In  the 
tahall  of  Rew&ri^  inhabited  chiefly  by  industrious  economical  Ahfrs, 
which  has  always  been  highly  assessed,  and  which,  like  Nuh  and 
Firozpur,  suffered  greatly  from  the  drought  of  1877-78,  only  1}  per  C6nt< 
of  the  cultivated  area  had  been  mortgaged  up  to  June  1877  for  only 
one-ninth  of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  tahsil;  but  during  the  eighteen  months 
that  followed  6  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  was  mortgaged  for  a 
fourth  of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  tahsil  and  1^  percent,  waa  sold, 
leaving  7^^  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  burdened  with  only  a  third 
of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  tahsiL  In  Qurgaon  tahsil,  up  to  June  1877*  2 
peit  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  had  been  mortgaged  for  a  fourth  of  a  year's 
revenue  and  during  the  following  18  months  1}  per  cent,  more  was 
mortgaged  for  a  sixth  of  a  years  revenue,  and  1  per  cent,  was  sold, 
leaving  8^  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  burdened  with  half  a  yearns 
revenue  of  the  tahsil. 
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StatemefU  showing  th^  vwrtgageM  qf  land  in  iwiral  tahiits 


I 


I 


Onrfaon 


BewAri 


Palwal 


Noh    ... 


FSxomnir 


%H,1^0 


1,70,877 


«.«,8*4 


M9,i84 


S,01,M3 


1,88,6«3 


Ml,477 


2,05,177 


2.19,W« 


l,«e,41S 


V6,l« 


V7»1M 


S,86/)08 


S,09,W4 


3,88,816 


Total  < 


l9,i«^T 


10,00,717 


ixnm 


Arm  mortffifffedi  ^.,  (n  acrei,    ^o. 
0/  mort^€tgfi  in  bltKt  inM,  and 
sveroifi  in  antique  lji>e. 


1,063  0  Ov 
103 

lO'ft 

1[»3 

19 

SfOSA  0  0 
SM 

S-1.20 

3,337  0  0 
601 

4*44 

3,667  1ft 

S8 


lo.osa  1  fi 

5-7 


l,iKkS  0    0 

14 

13,001  0    0 
Sfi7 

84 

1,3C8  0    0 
967 

5-0-20 

MMO    0 
138» 

6-89 

7,989  %U 

4-4 


«a,l«Q  3  30 
7'6 


9)961  0 

134 

18,9M  0    0 

so 

1,04  0    D 

7-0-a 

13,131  0 
3,840 

618 

10,6M  8  80 
3,60« 

408 


la 


AmmtHt  ^  mortffo^  monpfi. 


i^iao   0  0 


16,390    0  0 


W,^?    0  0 


46,669    0  0 


84»993  16  6 


44,113  t  80Jl,1>d,U6  U  6 
6,177 

703 


3«^34    0  0 


6S,l«a    BO 


tt,B31    0  0 


97,804    0  0 


I 


88,714    0  0 


89^    8  0 


6t,0i&i    0  0 


1«4S,968    do 


3,08,894  11  0 


8,88,887  10  6 


4,»,&19    8D6,03,^n    SI 
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9f  Gytgaon  DUtrict.froln  July  1877  io  December  1878. 


11 


IS        18 


of  land 
mortgaged. 


i^m 


3,51B 


3^11 


S,OM 


13,716 


3,1m 


3,941  13,680 


A^m  18,085  17,849 


M»l 


18,384 


14  I         If  I         16 


PtBOEHTAaB  OP  ARIA  HORTaAGBD. 


ToAgriewU 
turUU. 


To  Ifcn'Agri' 
culturiiU% 


•86 


8,8(M 


18,871 


I^ftlt48vtl8 


fiT^ll 


1*38 


'•3 


1^ 


-87 


1*8 


1-01 


l-V 


l*OS€ 


•73 


4'4 


*886 


8^67 


rt 


3-64 


l-Ol 


8*41 


666 


4*81 


4*8 


Toka. 


1*13 


8*18 


1*87 


6*8 


n 


"8 

i 


17*8128 


381 


1*81      8-17 


8-81 


4*49 


8-3 


8-81 


6-88 


6-4 


4*41 


h 


8-6887 


31*8 


31*84 


88-87 


130*97 


47*13 


9*8 


I 

I 


a 


30 


18    1    3 


4  18  11 


18  11    4 


10*81 


1 

I 

I 

i 


1114    0 


6*18  37    1    8 


9-6 


18  10    8 


118  10 


48    3 


10  8   8 


94    0 


16  2  11 


31 


10  6    8 
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"Section  61 . — From  an  analysis  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  statistics 

tJivii  Litigation  ^^  ^^^^  Litigation  it  appears  that  the  Gurgaon 

population  is  among  the  least  litigious  in  the 

Punjab.     Thus  the  figures  for  the  years  1875  and  1876  which  may  be 

considered  average  years  are  as  follows : — 

Number  qf  dvU  suiie  disposed  of  d/uriim  the  yea/r  per  10,000  ^/ 

the  population. 

1875.  1876. 

In  Qurgaom  41  53 

In  the  whole  Punjab  .   1S4  110 

If  the  cases  decided  in  the  Settlement  Courts  were  added,  tbe  figures 
would  not  be  materially  affected ;  and  most  of  the  suits  so  decided 
may  fairly  be  considered  as  extraoiniinary  litigation  caused  by  the 
settlement  -operations. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  collected  under  my  instructions 
Its  to  the  numbers  of  each  of  the  cbief  tribes  or  classes  who  were 
respectively  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  suits  (a)  for  personal  and  house 
property,  (6)  for  revenue-paying  land,  which  were  received  in  the 
record  oflSce  from  tbe  16th  June  1876  to  15tb  June  1877.  These 
figures  include  suits  brought  in  Settlement  Courts.  The  Banias  very 
naturally  figure  nK)st  largely  as  plaintiffs  in  suits  for  personal  and  house 
property,  but  comparatively  rarely  in  suits  for  revenue-paying  land, 
Meos  furnish  a  good  proportion  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  both 
-classes  of  cases ;  so  also  do  Jats,  Ahirs  and  Brahmins.  Sheikhs  seem 
to  be  very  litigious;  one  Sheikh  village  is  noted  for  its  .constant 
disputes,  Sujwari  iu  tahsil  Palwal.  Faqirs  too  seem  to  be  unduly  often 
in  court.  The  number  of  goldsmiths  involved  in  suits  is  not  creditable 
to  the  class.  I  believe  that  weavers  and  some  other  classes  almost 
invariably  settle  all  disputes  among  themselves  by  panchait.  In  going 
over  returns  compiled  from  the  record  office,  I  found  that  while  in  some 
villages  suits  were  numerous,  in  others  the  records  of  litigation  were 
blank :  and  I  have  found  that  in  some  places  the  people  never  resort 
to  our  courts,  but  settle  all  their  disputes  among  themselves  If  I 
remember  aright,  the  large  Meo  village  of  Nai  in  Firospur  is  thus 
bonorably  distinguished:'-* 
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^t^  regarding  per- 

tonal  or  house  pro* 

peHy,  4te. 

8uiU  regarding  reve* 
nue'paying  lands. 

CLASS. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

- 

plaintiffs. 

defendants. 

plaintiffs. 

defendants. 

Banias ... 

•■•               •••               <•• 

2.606 

494 

43 

25 

HeoB    ... 

«••               •••               «•• 

242 

1,062 

327 

311 

Jats     ... 

•••              •                 ••. 

115 

302 

226 

218 

Ahlrs    ... 

•••               ...               ••• 

134 

301 

133 

7« 

Brahmins 

•••               .1.               ••< 

268 

191 

89 

127 

^inda  fUjpats 

•■■              •••               •• 

83 

88 

41 

125 

Gnjare... 

■••              »••              ••• 

11 

111 

19 

30 

Sheikhs. 

... 

66 

80 

64 

91 

Sayads 

•••               ■••               ••• 

11 

24 

19 

11 

Moghals 

...               •••               ... 

7 

10 

2 

6 

Pathtos... 

...                                      •••                                      Imm 

28 

40 

5 

6 

Beluchis 

..•                                      ...                                      ... 

10 

17 

3 

3 

BAtehers 

•..                                      •••                                       *•• 

86 

72 

26 

a 

Faqire... 

••.                                      •••                                      ••■ 

22 

61 

17 

2 

^mith  ... 
Carpenter 

•••                                      •••                                      ... 

•••                                      •••                                      ■•• 

8 
8 

23 
36 

4 
22 

••1 

Oihnan 

•■•                                      •••                                       ••• 

16 

66 

1 

1 

Weaver 

3 

19 

2 

••• 

Bohra... 

••«                                      ..•                                       ... 

48 

•** 

••• 

••• 

Dhi&sar 

...                                       •••                                       ■•. 

98 

26 

4 

2 

Goldsmith 

•••                                      .••                                       •«• 

45 

63 

1 

1 

Gardener 

•■«                                       •*.                                      ■•• 

17 

69 

44 

4 

Salt-worker 

6 

40 

•  M 

1 

Sweeper^ 

•••                                      •••                                       ... 

10 

30 

3 

1 

GoTwali 

•  ••                                      •••                                      •■• 

6 

32 

7 

41 

Ehanzida 

•••                                      •••                                      ••• 

8 

33 

7 

77 

BaDgar 

•••                                      ••■                                      .•• 

6 

37 

16 

SO 

••■                                      «••                                      ••. 

25 

273 

89 

.19 

Barber 

•••                                      •••                                      .*• 

9 

.    66 

2 

1 

Bhiehti 

•••                                      •••                                       ••• 

6 

16 

••t 

1 

Distiller 

,,,                                      ,,,                                      ,,, 

11 

6 

7 

I 

Potter 

•••                                       ••■                                       ••• 

6 

42 

2 

Shepherd 

•  ■•                                   «••■                           .           •»• 

••• 

6 

26 

1 

Section  62.— I 
Crime  and  police. 


had  not  prepared  any  notes  on  the  subject  "  crime 
and  police"  the  following  remarks  are  by 
Mr.  Wilson : — 


Gurgaon,  notwithstanding  its  Minas  and  its  large  population  of 
Heos  and  On  jars  who  are  generally^  but  it  seems  somewhat  unjustly, 
classed  as  criminal  tribes,  is  singularly  free  from  crime.  The  annexed 
statement  taken  from  the  annual  Police  Report-  shows  that  as  compared 
wilh  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the  Punjab,  excluding  those  which  have 
a  large  town  population,  the  amount  of  crime  in  proportion  to  the 
popuktion  is  very  small,  smaller  than  in  any  of  the  other  districts.    - 

x2^ 
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Kurnber  of  cognizable  cases  reported  per  10,000  of  population. 


Gargaon. 

Kamil. 

Ladhi^a. 

itohtak. 

HiBsar. 

Sina. 

Whole 
Piinjab. 

1876 
1876 

1877 
1878 

12 
12 
17 
27 

22 
20 
22 
21 

19 
18 
20 
86 

18 
19 
22 
25 

20 

20 

.  23 

19 

30 
80 
80 
82 

27 
28 
30 
33 

Average 

17 

21 

23 

21 

21 

31 

30 

The  great  increase  in  crime  in  1878  was  due  to  the  great  distress 
-which  prevailed,  and  no  doubt  a  similar  increase  was  noticeable  in  the 
neighbouring  districts,  though  they  did  not  suffer  so  much  from  the 
scarcity.  There  has  been  no  punitive  post  in  the  district  for  the  last 
four  years,  but  the  strong  force  at  Shalijah&npur  Police  station  is  kept 
up  chiefly  to  watch  the  Minas  there. 

Murders  are  very  rare.  The  commonest  crimes  are  simple  theft  and 
house-trespass.  Cattle-thefts  and  crimes  accompanied  with  violence 
are  not  unusually  common.  Even  the  Meos  formerly  noted  for  their 
turbulence  have  become  a  law-abiding  people,  and  although  there  was 
a  notable  increase  in  the  amount  of  crime  during  the  hard  years  of  1877 
and  1878,  during^  which  the  scarcity  in  this  district  approached  the 
dimensions  of  a  famine,  yet  not  even  in  such  a  time  did  the  population 
generally  show  a  disposition  to  infringe  the  law.  Upon  the  whole, 
Gurgaon  district,  and  more  particularly  that  part  of  Mewat  which  lies 
within  it,  may  be  taken  as  one  of  the  most  favorable  examples  of  the 
effects  of  British  rule  in  repressing  crimes  against  person  and  property. 

Statistics  of  crime. 

The  following  figures  are  obtained  ttom  the  annual  Police 
Beports  :— 


Area  in  square  miles 
Population. 


2,016 
696,646 


Number  of  crimiTiala  per  10,000  of  population. 


Jat. 

Brah- 
min. 

Ahlr. 

Gujar. 

Meo. 

Banya. 

Mina  (besides  coh- 

victioas  under 

Criminal  Tribes* 

Act). 

1876 
1877 
1878 

6 
14 
13 

11 
11 
15 

10 
16 
19 

24 
22 
23 

10 
21 
41 

14 
32 
36 

170 
S70 

400 

Aveiage... 

11 

12 

16 

23 

27 

27 

280 
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Populaiian. 


Ahirs 

Brahmins 

Banyas 

Jats 

Qujara 

Meos 

Minfts 


70,62S 
55,402 
38,214 
75,352 
21,749 
114,693 
89& 


'     The  aetual  number  of  convictions  o£  the-  Minas  is  more  thaa 
doubled  by  convictions  under  the  Criminal  Tribes'  Act. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that,  while  the  Jats,  Brahmins  and 
Ahirs  ^are  comparatively  law-abiding,  the  Qujars,  Meos  and  Banyas  are 
the  classes  more  addicted  to  crime,  while  the  Minas  far  and  away 
distance  all  the  others  in  this  respect.  If  the  Meos  and  Gujars  are  to 
be  classed  as  criminal  classes,  the  Banyas  should  be  placed  along  with 
them.  Indeed ,.ezcept  in  the  year  1878,  when  Mewat  suffered  most  from 
scarcity,  the  Meos  were  entitled  to  be  classed  among  the  less,  cciminal 
tribes. 

In  the  old  statistical  Report  of  Gurgaon,  a  statement  is  given 
showing  the  number  of  persons  of  each  tribe  convicted  of  crime  in  the 
5  years,  ending  June  1845.  A  complete  comparison  cannot  be  made, 
for,  first,  the  population  was  not  the  same  as  now^  and,  secondly,  many 
acts  are  now  punished  criminally  which  would  then  have  been  let 
pass,  but  roughly  taking  tbe  population  then  as  four-fifths  of  tha 
present  population,  the  comparison  stands  as  follows : — 

Number  of  criminals  per  10,000  of  population. 


Jat. 

Brah- 
min. 

AMr. 

Gnjaf 

Meoa. 

Banya. 

Mina. 

Arerage  of  (Tyears  ending  184ff     ... 
Average  of  3  years  ending  1878     ... 

4^ 

11 

2 

12 

14* 
15 

14 
23 

6 

27 

1 

2r 

63 
280 

If  anything  can  be  inferred  from  this,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Jats.  and  Qujars  are  now  comparatively  less  criminal  than  they  were, 
while  the  Ahirs  and  Banyas  are  much  more  so. 

The  only  tribe  to  which  the  provisions  of'  the  CMminal  Tribes'  Act 
have  been  extended,  is  the  Minas,  wha  are  found  chiefly  in  the  outlying 
town  of  Shahj^h^npor  which*  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  Alwar 
Territory.  There  are  smallei;  bodies  of  them,  residing  in  Gurfiora,  &c. 
They  are  most  incorrigible  robbers,  and  notwithstanding  the  most 
stringent  precautions,  numbers  of  them  manage  to  absent  themselves 
from  their  homes  on  distant  dacoity  expeditions,  chiefly  in  the 
Kajput&na  States.  They  are  skilful  in  planning  the  highway  robberies 
in  which  they  most  delight,  and  bold  in  executing  them,  being  generally 
prepared  to-  meet  resistance  with  violence.  The  severest  measures 
are  not  sufficient  to  deter  them^  from  crime,  and  although  including^ 
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convictions  under  the  Criminal  Tribes'  Act,  seven  per  cent,  of  them  are 
convicted  in  this,  district  every  year,  they  still  continue  their  old  habits. 
Little  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  find  employment  for  them,  and 
it  is  difficult  for  them  to  gain  an  honest  livelihood,  as  the  proprietors 
of  Shahjdhanpur  are  unwilling  to  give  them  land  to  cultivate. 
Proposals  have  been  made  to  give  them  land  and  establish  them  in 
a  reformatory  village,  or  to  employ  them  in  a  class  regiment.  Their 
fellow  tribesmen  in  Alwar  are  employed  in  military  duties  and  make 
excellent  cultivators.  The  district  is  noted  for  the  number  of  deaths, 
especially  of  women  caused  by  falling  into  wells.  Some  of  these  afe 
probably  enough  suicides.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  for 
the  years  1877  and  1878  were  152  and  275  respectively  ;  and  during 
the  same  years  the  deaths  from  drowning  in  tanks  were  respectively 
35  and  52,  being  chiefly  those  of  children  drowned  while  bathing. 

During  the  hot  weather  it  is  not  uncommon  to  receive  reports  of 
fires  in  villages,  whose  dry  thatched  roofs  quickly  spread  the  con- 
flagration. The  actual  damage  done  is  seldom  very  great,  but  if,  as 
In  the  last  few  years,  the  fire  occur  at  a  time  of  distress  from 
scarcity,  the  misery  of  the  burned-out  inhabitants  is  greatly  increased 
•nd  the  village  presents  a  most  desolate  appearance  till  better  times 
come  round. 

At  the  end  of  1878  the  total  Police  Force  in  the  district  amounted 
to  495,  of  which  371  belonged  to  the  District  Imperial  body  and 
124«  to  the  Municipal  Police.  This  gives  one  policeman  to  4*57  square 
tiiles  or  to  1,579  persons,  the  average  for  the  Punjab  being  about 
one  policeman  to  900  persons. 

Section  63. — I  am  indebted  for  the  follow- 
ing remarks  on  education  to  Mr.  Wilson : — 

The  Census  returns  of  1868  give  the  number  who  could  then  read 
gnd  write  or  were  under  instruction  as— males  11,220,  females  123, 
total  11,343.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1877-78  the  statistics  were  given 
as  follows  :— 


Sdacation. 


V 


OoTerament  Schoolfl. 

Teachers. 

Pupils  on  the  bolls  at  the  close 
op  the  ybab. 

Hindus. 

Mnham- 
madans. 

Others. 

Total. 

High  Vernacular    School   at 

Onrgaon. 
District  School  at  Rew&ri 

9  Middle  Class  Schools 

45  Lower  Class  Schools 

4  Female  Schools 

Gbant-in-Aid  Schools. 

Middle  class,  branch  to  District 
School  Bew&ri. 
eiMwer  School    branches  to 
District  School  Rewiri. 

2 

6 
86 
60 

4 

2 
14 

S 

112 

732 

1,342 

66 

69 
291 

18 
829 
639 

42 

16 

4S 

••* 

2 

1 

.■• 

1 

8 

132 

1,103 

1,881 

108 

86 
339 

Total  67  Schools        ... 

123 

2,660 

.      991. 

4 

3,666 
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This  gives  one  Government  School  to  every  80  aquare  miles,  and 
one  scholar  to  every  200  of  population.  These  fiorures  compare  favorably 
with  the  correspoDcling  figures  for  the  similarly  situated  districts  of 
this  part  of  the  Punjab,  and  show  that  Gurgaon  i&  better  oiF  for  means 
of  education  and  takes  better  advantage  of  them  than  Karu&l^  Rohtak, 
Hissar  or  Sirsa.  The  average  daily  attendance,  however,  at  all  the 
Government  Schools  of  the  district  was,,  dvring  the  year  1877-7  8„ 
only  2,556  out  of  a  population  of  700,000.  The  expenditure  by 
Government  on  education  during  that  year  was — on  Government 
Schools  Rs.  25,158-13-0^  on  Grant-in-aid  Schools  Rs.  2,223-8-0— 
Total  Rs.  27,382-5-0. 

Besides  these  schools,  there  were  49  indigenous  schools,  unaided 
by  Government,  which  were  said  to  have  on  their  rolls  35^9  Hindu  and 
199  Muhammadan  pupils,  total  558.  This  would  swell  the  total  of 
children  under  instruction  to  4,213,.  or  one  in  every  170  of  population. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  noticeabl(3  that  the  Hindus  avail  themselves 
more  of  the  means  of  education  than  do  the  Musalm(ins,  for  while  one  in 
every  159  Hindus  in  at  school,  the  proportion  of  Musalm&ns  is  one  in 
every  181.  Thp  greatest  apathy  is  observable  among  the  agricultural 
classes  who  pay  the  school  cess  and  the  local  rate,  and  in  many  of  the 
village  schools  there  is  a  preponderance  of  boys  of  the  trading  classes, 
which  pay  little  towards  this  support,  the  fees  charged  to  such  classes 
being  very  small.  The  teachers  in  the  Lower  Schools  are  not  themselves 
particularly  intelligent  or  well-educated ,.#  though  in  this  respect  they 
are  gradually  attaining  a  higher  standard.  As  in  other  countries,  the 
better  men  are  tempted  to  devote  themselves  more  particularly  to  the 
higher  classes  and  to  forward  the  cleverer  boys  at  the  expense  of  the 
mass  of  ordinary  or  stupider  children.  Female  education  is  only 
nominal. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  these  statistics  with  the  report  on 
education  in  this  district  made  by  Mr.  Fraser,  Collector  in  1846,  or 
32  years  before.  It  seems  that  in  those  days  little  pecuniary  aid  was 
given  by  Government,  and  the  schools  were  all  of  the  type  now  termed 
"  indigenous.''  There  were  in  all  100  such  schools,  in  50  of  which 
Hindi  was  taught  and  in  50  Urdu.  The  following  comparative  state- 
ment gives  ihe  statistics  in  juxtaposition : — 


In  1846. 

In  1878. 

Increase. 

Number  of  schools 

Number  of  teachers 

Nomber  of  scholars  under  instruction 

100 

104 

1,309 

116 

172 

4,213 

16 

68       1 
2,904       ^ 

Although  the  increase  in  the  actual  number  receiving  instruction 
is  not  so  great  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  great  increase  of 
expenditure  on  education,  no  doubt  the  quality  of  the  instruction 
given  even  in  the  Lower  Schools,  which  alone  can  be  compared  with 
the  old  indigenous  schools,  is  very  much  better,  and  the  advancei 
though  slow,  is  a  real  one. 
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Section  64.— Rewari,  the  head-cjuarters  of  the  tahsil  of  that  name, 
.       and  a  municipality  of  the  third  class,  of  which 
Re^^?'^'  ^""^    *^®  i°c^°^®  i'^  1878-79  was  Rs.  32,736,  stands 

foremost  among  the  towns  of  the  district,  with 
a  population,  according  to  the  Municipal  Census  taken  in  1875,  of 
25,190  persons.  The  city  is  of  considerable  antiquity ;  tradition 
ascribes  its  foundation  to  a  Raja  Reo,  who  named  it  after  his  daughter 
Rewati,  but  no  further  particulars  about  this  Raja  are  forthcoming. 
The  original  site  was  some  distance  to  the  east  of  the  present  city  ;  it 
is  still  known  as  Bur  Rewdri.  Rewfiri  is  now  a  flourishing  commer- 
cial town  with  a  fine  wide  well-paved  baz&r  constructed  under  the 
order  of  Colonel  Uripps,  Deputy  Commissioner  in  ]  864.  It  has  been, 
and  still  is,  a  centre  and  depdt  of  the  trade  with  Rajputdna,  but  the 
Rajput&na  State  Railway  will  probably  eventually  injure  its  commerce 
by  abolishing  the  necessity  of  any  such  depot  between  Delhi  and 
the  Rajput&ua  marts ;  hitherto  the  trade  does  not  seem  to  have  suffered 
much.  The  chief  industry  of  the  town  is  the  manufacture  of  vessels  of 
mixed  metal. 

There  is  a  very  fine  tank  to  the  south-west  of  the  town  constructed 
by  Rao  Tej  Singh  of  the  Ahir  family ;  a  fine  temple  of  the  Saraogis 
with  a  high  tower  is  a  prominent  object  in  any  view  of  the  town ; 
and  there  is  an  ancient  shrine  known  as  that  of  Sayad  Ibrahim 
Sahib,  Barah  Hazari.  Sayad  Ibrahim  is  said  to  have  been  a  Uuham- 
madan  leader  in  the  time  of  Mahmud  of  Ghazni ;  after  a  successful 
engagement  with  a  Raja  Dand  P&l,  who  possessed  a  strong  Fort  at  Khol, 
13  miles  west  of  Rewari,  he  established  himself  here,  but  was  afterwards 
defeated  and  slain  by  Raja  Anang  Fdl.  The  revenue  of  a  small  tillage 
is  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  this  shrine. 

A  Board  of  Honorary  Magistrates  sits  at  Rew&rL 

Section  65. — The  second  town  in  amount  of  population  is  Palwa?, 
inhabited,  according  to  the  Census  of  1875,  by 
13,542  persons.  It  is  a  municipality  of  the 
third  class,  of  which  the  income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  7,296.  Itjs  situ- 
ated on  a  high  mound  formed  of  the  debris  of  former  habitations ;  on 
a  well  being  dug  through  this  mound,  the  remains  of  an  ancient  city 
were  found  some  50  feet  below  the  present  surface.  Bricks  of  large 
dimensions,  17  inches  X  11  inches  x  3  inches,  and  weiring  ten  seers, 
are  often  dug  out.  The  Pandits  profess  to  identify  ralwal  with  a 
place  named  in  the  Mahdbharata,  and  tradition  associates  with  the  same 
time  the  high  mound  of  the  old  site  of  Aharwan,  a  village  a  few 
miles  to  the  south-west. 

The  town  is  not  at  present  of  any  special  importance,  but  in  the 
centre  of  a  fair  agriculturfli  trade.  It  contains  a  large  proportion  of 
brick-buildings,  especially  in  the  quarter  occupied  by  the  E&nungo 
family  :  close  to  the  town  is  an  elegant  little  shrine  of  red  sandstone, 
said  to  have  been  built  by  a  Faqir  from  a  toll  of  one  stone  per  cart,  as 
the  materials  for  one  of  the  Delhi  palaces  were  being  conveyed  along 
the  road  from  Agra. 
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Section  66.— Farakhnagar,  with  a  population  of  10,611,  stands 
third  in  order  among  the  towns  :  it  is  a  muni- 
rarakhnagar.  cipality    of    the    third  class;  the  municipal 

income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  7,683.  It  was  founded  by  the  Biluch 
Faujdar  Khan  mentioned  in  para.  27.  The  bazars  are  poor,  but 
the  palace  of  the  former  Nawab,  now  used  as  a  police  station,  school  and 
rest-house,  is  worth  a  visit.  It  was  built  by  Faujdar  Khan,  who  also  built 
the  unbattlemented  portion  of  the  town  wall ;  the  battlemented  portion 
was  constructed  by  the  Jdts  of  Bhartpur,  while  they  held  Farakhnagar, 
as  noticed  in  para.  27.  A  lively  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  salt  manu- 
factuied  in  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Section  67. — Firozpur  is  also  a  municipality  of  the  third  class ; 

the  municipal  income  in  1878-79  was  Rs.  6,409 ; 

^""^^P"-  the  population  numbers  10,580.    It  is  a  walled 

town,  with  fairly  good  bazars  and  a  considerable  local  trade,  especially 

in  cotton;   the  cotton   of   Firozpur    is  in  good  repute  for  quality. 

The  extension  of  the  Rajput&na  State  Railway  to    Alwar,  and  the 

improvement  in  the  administration  of  that  State  during  the  last  few 

years,  have  to  some  extent  unfavorably  affected  the  Firozpur  trade, 

by  increasing  the  advantages  of  the  rival  market  of  the  city  of  Alwar. 

Korth  of  the  town  are  the  ruins  of  a  former  town  Dund  Firozpur, 

including  several  tombs  and  shrines ;  and  a  couple  of  miles  to  the  west 

of  the  town  the  road  runs  through  a  picturesque  pass  in  the  hills ; 

the  scenery,  although  on  a  small  scale,  is  very  fine,  the  hill  sides  rising 

abruptly  from  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  runs  a  brook  fed  by  a 

perennial    spring.     B&bar  in  bis  autobiography  notes  that  he  made 

a  special  excursion  to  visit  this  pass,  the  praises  of  which  he  had  heard. 

He  ordered  the  construction  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass  of  a  reservoir 

of  hewn  stone,  but  no  traces  of  this  now  remain.    This  stream  is  called 

the  Jhir  or  spring,  and  the  town  is  ordinarily  known  as  Firozpur 

Jhirka.    Iron  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  hills ;  and  under  the  Nawdbs 

of  Firozpur  there  were  several  smelting  furnaces  in  the  town.     But 

with   the  rise   in   the  price   of  charcoal  caused  by  the  denudation 

of  the  hills  this  industry  has  ceased  to  be  remunerative,  and  has 

died  out. 

Section  68. — Nuh  is  a  small  town  of  4,575  inhabitants  according 
to  the  Census  of  1868.     Until  the  time  of  Rao 
^^  Bahadar  Singh  of  Ohasera,  noticed  in  para*  2^, 

it  was  a  mere  village.  It  is  now  a  place  of  some  little  importance,  as 
the  centre  of  the  trade  in  the  Salambha  salt  manufactured  in  the 
surrounding  villages.  It  is,  however,  extremely  unhealthy,  owing  to 
the  frequent  inundations  of  the  low-lying  country  in  which  it  is  situated, 
and  should  the  salt  trade  decay,  it  would  probably  again  sink  to  its 
former  state.  Being  built  on  a  mound,  its  external  appearance  impresses 
one  favorably,  but  on  entering  it  the  streets  are  found  to  be  narrow, 
and  the  whole  look  of  the  place  poor.  There  are  a  fine  tank  and  a  chathri 
to  the  west  of  the  town  built  a  few  years  ago  by  one  of  the  residenf 
merchants^  named  Hukum  Chand. 
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Section  C9- — Other  towns  of  the  district  are  the  following  :— 

Sohna. — Population  7,507  ;  in  tahsil  Gurgaon.  This  is  a  thriving- 
place  with  a  fair  amount  of  local  trade.    It  is; 
Other  towna,  noted  for  the  hot  sulphur  springs  referred  ta 

in  para.  21 ;  near  the  town  are  situated  many  old  mosques  and  tombs- 
attributed  to  the  Eumbohs  and  Ehanzadas,  who  preceded  the  present 
Sajput  residents,  and  on  the  hill  range  which  overhangs  the  town  ia 
an  old  unfinished  fort  made  in  the  days  of  Bhartpur  aggression,  when 
Suraj  Mai  killed  Bao  Bahadar  Singh  of  Ohasera.  It  was  not  completed 
when  the  English  rule  brought  peace :  in  1857  it  was  agaio  garrisoned 
by  the  Rajputs  as  a  defence  against  the  Meos,  There  is  a  mosque 
of  some  antiquity  in  the  town  which  deserves  a  visit. 

Bddahakptir,  in  tahsil  Qurgaon,  population  4,793,  has  a  small 
local  trade.  Its  original  name  was  Dahana ;  formerly  it  was  a  hunting: 
box  for  the  Delhi  Princes ;  it  contains  an  old  fort. 

Bdhora,  in  iahsil  Gurga(»i,  population  3,742,  \&  another  small 
trade  centre,  but  calls  for  no  special  notice. 

Five  other  places  in  tahsil  Qurgaon  have  a  population  exceeding 
2,000,  namely,  Mubarakpur,  population  4,214  ;  Jharsa,  population  2,850  ; 
Dhankot,  population  2,626 ;  Hidyatpur  Chaoni,  where  the  civil  statioa 
is  situated,  population  2,643  ;  and  Garhi  Harsaru,  population  2,522. 

In  the  Rew&ri  tahsil  the  places,  with  a  population  of  more  than 
2,000  inhabitants,  besides  the  town  of  Rewfiri,  are :  Shahjahanpur,  popu- 
lation 4,448,  the  small  town  so  noted  for  its  predatory  Meena  inhabi- 
tants ;  Guraora,  population  2,705  ;  Bharawas,.  population  2,531 ;  Gokal-- 
garh,  population  2,153  ;  and  Dharuhera,  population  2,042. 

In  the  Palwal  tahsil  there  are — Hodal,  population  7,032,  a  small 
town  with  a  fair  amount  of  trade,  and  containing  a  fine  tank :  Hasan- 

Sur,  population  ^3,843,  favorably  situated  close  to  a  ferry  over  the 
umna:  Aldwalpur,  population  3,783:  Bhiduki,  population  3,760: 
Banchari,  population  3,191:  Sundhad,  population  3,372:  Chandhat^ 
population  3,019 :  Aurangabad,  population  2,725  :  Janauli,  population 
2,726  :  Pirthala,  population  2,453 :  So'lara,  population  2,369  :  Dighaut, 
population  2,359  :  Dhatir,  population  2,282  :  Ghori,  population  2,265  : 
JBanswa,  population  2,240  :  Kambi,  population  2,142 :  Seoli,  population 
2,062  :  and  Alika,  population  2,057 :  most  of  these  are  merely  large  Jat 
villages. 

In  Niih  Tahsil  the  places  containing  over  2,000  inhabitants  are— 
Hatm,  population  4,214,  a  small  market  town  with  a  little  local  trade : 
M^lab,  population  4,045  :  XJjina,  population  3,006  :  Ghasera,  population 
2,929  :  Bahiu,  population  2,832  :  Mandkola,  population  2,696 :  Indri, 
population  2,675  :  Akaira,  population  2,489  :  Minpur,  population  2,445 : 
UUlwar,  population  2,222 :  and  Gahlab,  population  2,085. 

Taoru,  population  1,986,  was  formerly  a  place  of  some  importance, 
but  was  plundered  by  the  Meos  in  the  great  chalisa  famine  and  lay 
waste  for  fifteen  years.    It  has  never  recovered  this  disaster,  and  was 
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again  plundfered  in  1857.  Its  situation  is  very  healthy  arid  pleasant 
and  a  rest-house  near  it  is  a  favorite  resort  for  the  civil  officers  of  the 
district. 

In  Krozpur  Tahsil  there  are— Sakras,  population  3,690,  a  large  Meo 
village  which  formerly  paid  an  assessment  of  over  Rs.  11,000  :  Nagina, 
population  3,086 :  and  r  unahdna,  population  2,855,  both  ranking  as  small 
towns :  Singer,  population  3,096  :  Pinangw^n,  population  2,599,  a  ruined 
town  with  a  large  number  of  well-built  houses  now  gradually  falling  into 
decay :  Bichaur,  population  2,774? :  Doha,  population  2,328 :  Agaun,  popu- 
lation 2,114  :  and  Bisru,  population  2,106. 

Section  70. — The  villages  are  often  situated  on  mounds  formed  of 
-ii-^M  *^®  debris  of  former  habitations,  and  generally 
©f  the  ^^  ▼"!««:«•  consist  of  a  collection  of  small  one-storied 
thatched  houses,  constructed  of  rough  stone  near 
the  hills,  where  stone  is  easily  obtainable,  and  elsewhere  of  mud,  each 
with  a  doorway  opening  on  the,  narrow,  dirty,  crooked  lanes,  which 
traverse  the  village.  On  entering  there  is  ordinarily  found  a  small  court* 
yard  with  a  place  for  the  cattle  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  thei 
dwelling  house.  The  furniture  is  always  of  the  very  simplest  descrip- 
tion. The  Meo  villages  are  ordinarily  very  small,  and  it  is  rare  to  find 
in  them  well-built  houses  of  stone  or  brick,  but  many  of  the  Jat  villages 
are  of  considerable  size  and  contain  well-built  and  substantial  dwellings. 
In  every  village  there  is  at  least  one  chaup&l  or  meeting  place,  and  in 
some  villages  each  sub-division  or  patti  has  its.  own  cnaupdl.  This  is 
ordinarily  a  raised  platform,  approached  by  steps ;  at  one  end  there  is  a 
space  covered  in  with  arches,  and  here,  when  not  working,  the  men  sit, 
smoke  and  chat;  and  here  too  travellers  are  lodged.  Outside  and 
immediately  around  the  village  are  a  number  of  small  enclosures,  where 
cattle  are  tied,  fodder  stored  and  the  manufacture  of  cowdung  cakes 
pursued  by  the  women.  There  will  also  be  a  village  threshing-floor,  some 
waste  ground  for  the  cattle  to  stand  on,  and  a  village  tank,  occasionally 
but  not  often  of  masonry.  Peacocks  are  common  near  the  Hindu 
villages;  in  the  Palwsjil  tahsil  a  troop  of  monkeys  may  sometimes  be  seen, 
and  where  Chamdrs  aire  numerous,  herds  of  filthy  pigs.  A  visitor  to  a 
Meo  village,  especiaHy  in  the  south  of  the  district,  will  probably  be  met 
by  the  women  headed  by  one  of  the  number  with  a  water  pot  on  her 
head,  and  all  joining  in  a  song.  This  custom  is  known  as  the  "kalds,'* 
and  is  common  in  Alwar,  and,  I  believe,  elsewhere  in  Rajputana.  There 
are  many  old  and  abandoned  village  sites  close  to  the  hills;  formerly  the 
facilities  for  defence  and  escape,  which  the  old  sites  afiforded,  more  than 
compensated  for  the  difficulties  in  getting  water  generally  experienced 
in  such  localities.  Some  of  these  old  villages  bore  a  very  bad 
reputation  for  turbulence  and  robbery,  and  the  inhabitants  were  some- 
times ordered  by  some  of  the  early  collectors  to  give  up  their  hill  retreats 
and  settle  in  the  plain ;  thus  Rojhka  Qujar'  in  the  Qurgaon  tahsil 
was  deserted  by  order  of  Mr.  Cavendish,  who  had  the  site  ploughed 
over  with  a  donkey  plough,  thus  rendering  it  dishonoured  and  defiled. 
It  is  said  that  afterwards  he  wished  the  people  to  resettle,  and  so, 
aeoording  to  the  custom  ia  such  cases,  had  the  land  gone  over  with  an 
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elephant  plough,  hat  the  old  site  ia  still  deserted,  and  the  descendants 
of  the  former  inhabitants  now  occupy  several  villages  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill. 

Section  71. — Among  the  Jats  the  men  ordinarily  wear  trousers 

^^  .     ,  ,^        ^  (pajamas),  a  quilted  jacket  (marzai),  and  a 

^Their  clothes  and  oraa.     ^^^^^^  ,  ^j^^  trousers  and  jacket  are  veiy  com^ 

monly  made  of  a  green  cloth.    Meos  and  th*e  ^ 

poorer  classes  generally  wear  only  a  pi^i  or  narrow  strip  wound  round 
the  head,  a  dhoti  or  waist  cloth,  and  a  chaddar  or  sheet  thrown  over  the 
body ;  women  wear  a  petticoat,  or  among  the  good  Muhammadansv 
trousers ;  a  bodice  covering  the  breasts,  but  cut  rather  low  in  the  centre^ 
displaying  tattooed  representations  of  what  are  supposed  to  be  peacocks  ; 
and  a  sheet  or  chaddar.  In  Palwal  it  is  fashionable  to  have  the  chaddar 
covered  with  small  round  pieces  of  glass,  about  the  size  of  a  watch  glass; 
Very  young  children  of  both  sexes  run  about  naked ;  as  they  grow  bigger 
the  boy  gets  provided  with  a  waist  cloth,  and  the  girl  with  pajfimas  or  a 
petticoat ;  afterwards  the  boy  gets  a  pagri  and  the  girl  a  chaddar ;  and 
finally  the  chaddar  and  the  bodice  complete  their  respective  costumes. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  ornaments  worn  are  in  any  way  distinctive  ; 
but  the  following  fact  is  perhaps  worth  noting.  Some  Hindus  have 
their  front  upper  teeth  pierced,  and  little  spikes  of  gold  inserted ;  so 
that,  when  they  are  dying,  there  may  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
the  custom  of  placing  in  the  mouth,  gold,  Ganges  water  and  a  sprig  of 
the  Tuisi  plant.    For  a  man  with  gold  in  his  mouth  to  lie  is  held  to  be  a  v 

very  great  sin, — a  fact  of  which  I  have  sometimes  had  to  remind  men, 
when  they  were  describing  to  me  the  resources  of  their  villages. 

Section  72. — I  do  not  remember  ever  seeing  games  played  by  any 
but  the  children  :  I  made  no  notes  on  the  sub* 
^*°****  ject,  but  Mr.  Wilson  haa  noted  the  following 

games  :— 

Bkotddu. — A  sort  of  prisoner's  base. 

Pdg  phdya  or  Fatak  dkara, — A  game  at  ball  catching. 

N'&na  Shikdri  or  N'inkydn,  i,  e..  Salt  hunting  or  salt  pans. — In 
this  the  boys  play  at  being  salt  thieves  and  customs  patrols. 

Kanch  Kudhi, — Guessing  the  whereabouts  of  a  hidden  kauri  with 
forfeits :  and  some  others* 


Section  73. — There  is  a  large  and  important  manufacture  of  hard- 
ware  at  Rew&ri ;  shoes  are  made  to  some  extent 
^       "*'•  at  Sohna;  glass  bangles  are  manufactured  at 

Sohna,  Basai  Meo  in  Firozpur  and  Rangala  in  Niih  ;  iron  vessels  are 
made  at  D&rapur  and  Tankri  in  Rew&ri,  and  there  are  the  usual  manu-^ 
fabtures  of  coarse  cotton  cloth  and  rough  blankets ;  but  none  of  these 
industries,  except  the  hardware  manufacture  of  Rew&ri,  are  of  any 
importancQi    The  most  important  industry  in  the  district^  after  that  of 
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Bgriculture,  is  tbe  manufacture  of  salt  by  the  evaporation  of  brine  raised 
from  wells ;  this  is  carried  on  in  two  clusters  of  villages,  the  one  near 
iNuh  and  the  other  near  Farakhnagar.  The  process  of  manufacture  is 
tlescribed  at  length  in  the  Ourgaon  OaAetteer,  and  I  therefore  omit  it. 
The  assessment  of  the  Hakimi  cess  is  referred  to  later  in  the  report. 

Section  74 — The  ordinary  land  measure  of  the  district,  and  that 
in   which  the  settlement  measurements  were 
i^o«i  weigiit8«]id  me*'    conducted,  is  the  bigha,  with  its  sub-divisions 
of  biswfis  and  bisw&nsis. 

20  bisw&nsh  equal  one  biflwa. 
20  bisw&s  equal  one  bigha. 

^he  bigha  is  a  square  chain  (jarib);  the  chain  being  divided  into 
twenty  gathas  of  8|  English  feet  each.  Thus  the  chain  is  55  yards  \u 
length,  and  the  bigha  equals  3,025  square  yards,  that  is,  one  hundred 
square  poles  or  f  of  an  acre.  In  part  of  the  district  (  writing  from 
memory>  I  think  chiefly  in  Gurgaon  and  Falwal )  there  is  also  a  kacha 
bigha  to  which  the  people  frequently  refer ;  it  is  measured  thus :  two 
steps  (  kadam  )  equal  one  dag ;  20  dags  make  a  chain,  and  the  square 
ohain  is  a  bigha,  the  dag  is  about  a  yard  and  a  half,  so  that  the  chain 
may  be  reckoned  at  thirty  yards  and  the  kacha  biga  at  900  square 
yards.  But  as  is  usual  with  these  rough  measures,  the  measure  is  far 
from  accurately  fixed ;  all  depends  upon  the  length  of  the  kadam  ;  and 
in  general  calculation  the  kacha  bigha  is  reckoned  at  one-third  the 
regular  bigha.  In  Bewdri  there  is  a  suti  jarib  of  eighteen  gathns,  now 
falling  into  disuse  ;  and  in  Firozpur  the  old  measure  was  a  jeori  or  rope 
of  eighty  cubits  (  haths ).  This  last  is,  I  believe,  the  measure  still  used 
in  Bhartpur.  The  ordinary  measures  of  weight  arc  the  standard  maund 
and  its  sub-divisions ;  but  in  Firozpur  reference  is  sometimes  made  to 
a  kacha  maund  of  eighteen  seers ;  and  in  the  salt  trade  the  usual  measure 
is  the  palla  or  3f  maunds,  five  seers  make  one  dhari.  Mr.  Wilson 
writes  :  "  the  salt  traders  take  nine  dhari  as  a  maund  of  moist  salt,  and 
8i  dhari  as  a  maund  of  dry  salt." 

Section  75. — ^Dispensaries  exist  at  the  civil  station,  at  Farakhnagar, 

.  .  Eew£ri,  Palwal  and  Firozpur.    I  always  under- 

Practice  of  medicine.  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^j^^  j^^^^.  Digp^ng^^  ^^  especially 

popular.  Among  the  general  agricultural  population,  there  can  hardly 
be  said  to  be  any  practice  of  medicine.  For  fever,  which  is  the  mo^t 
prevalent  form  of  illness,  a  mixture  of  buttermilk  with  flour  and  water 
is  drunk,  or  sometimes  the  more  rigorous  course  of  a  hard  turn  at  the 
plough,  so  as  to  induce  perspiration,  is  followed.  For  a  scorpion  bite 
you  may  choose  among  tbe  following  prescnptions ;  rub  the  place  with 
the  root  of  a  certain  onion-like  plant ;  apply  the  ashes  of  the  scorpion 
or  the  dirt  from  a  cow's  ear  or  hare  droppings ;  or  cook  the  scorpion  ia 
ghi  and  rub  it  on  the  bita  I  had  noted  somewhat  similar  recipes  for 
bites  from  a  snake  or  a  mad  dog ;  but  the  above  will  suffice  to  show  the 
character  of  the  ordinary  remedies  applied  in  the  villages.  In  the  towts 
hakims  are  met  with,  who  generally  practice  the  Yunini  system  of 
medicine. 
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Section  76. — The  Gurgaon  district  is  singularly  wanting  in  Native 
Chief  families  gentlemen  of  influence;  the  causes  of  this  are 

to  be  found  in  the  former  general  resumption 
of  revenue-free  tenures  and  the  levelling  influences  of  the  heavy 
settlement  before  1838  and  1842.  Muhammed  Surrajuddin  Haidar,  the 
Istimrardar  of  Farakhnagar  and  Siwari,  is  an  Honorary  Magistrate  and 
Sub-Registrar.  His  father  Captain  Tafazzul  Husain  belonged  to  an 
old  and  respectable  family  of  Muftis  at  Bewdri,  and  was  granted  the 
villages  of  Farakhnagar  and  Siwari  on  an  istimrar  tenure  on  account 
of  his  notable  services  at  Nagpur  during  the  mutiny.  Other  leading 
families  are  the  Rajput  Chaudrisof  Hattin  in  Nuh  tahsil,  represented 
by  Hanwant  Sinoh  and  Mahtab  Singh  ;  the  Rajput  Chaudris  of  Bahora, 
now  represented  by  a  minor, .  Manphiil ;  the  Kazi  Jagirdars  of  Taoru ; 
the  Sayad  Jagirdars  of  Turkiawas,  in  Rewdri ;  the  Sayads  of  Rasulpur 
in  Palwal,  who  did  good  service  in  the  mutiny ;  the  Ahir  family  of 
Rewdri  now  represented  by  Rao  Judhistar  Singh  and  Lall  Singh  with 
its  branches  at  Dharuhera,  Asiaki  and  Nangal-Pathani ;  and  the  Ahir 
Cliaudris  of  Bh^rawds  and  Sahfiranwds.  Raja  Fatteh  Khan  istimrardar 
of  Dhamlaka  in  Rewari;,Qazi  Mazhar-ud-din  of  Rewiri;  Chaudhri 
Mehtab  Khan  of  Sakras ;  and  Nawab  Abdul  Satar  Khan,  a  relation  of  the 
former  Nawab  of  Farakhnagar,  may  also  be  noticed.  There  are  very 
respectable  Kdnungo  families  seated  at  Palwal  and  Sohna,  members  of 
which  occupy  various  grades  in  the  public  service,  and  among  the 
merchants  of  Rewdri,  Khuswakt  Rai,  Sio  Narain  and  the  famUy  of 
Ganpat  Ram^  hold  a  prominent  position. 


CHAPTER  IV.— The  Peoduce  of  the  District. 

Section  77. — I  now  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  agricul- 
tural produce  of  the  district,  noting  the  areas 
pr^uce.''*       "^"^^^t^^l    found  under  each  of  the  chief  crops  at  the 
settlement    measurements,  and   the  estimate 
framed  by  me  of  the  produce  for  the  purposes  of  assessment.  I  take  the 
figures  from  the  Forms   D  which  accompanied  the  Revenue    Rate 
vjleports ;  the  slight  corrections  afterwards  made  in  the  areas  do  not  affect 
the  result  to  any  perceptible  extent,  and  I  have  no  estimates  of  yield 
corresponding  to  the  amended  figures. 

Section  78. — Co^n.— The  area  found  under  cotton  at  the  settle^ 
ment  measurements  was  76,341  acres ;  of  this 
^    ^  some  72,000  acres  belonged  in  nearly  equfJ 

6hares  to  the  Palwal,  Firozpur  and  Nuh  tahsils ;  very  little  cotton  is 
grown  in  Rewdri  or  in  Gurgaon,  except  towards  Sohna  and  Sailani  on 
the  borders  of  Nuh.  The  cotton  of  the  Firozpur  valley  is  esteemed  the 
best.  My  estimates  of  the  yield  of  uncleaned  cotton  per  acre  varied 
in  different  circles  firom  .S|  to  6^  maunds :  and  amounted  in  the  whole 
district  to  374;84!0  maunds,  an  ^average  of  about  4  maunds  36  seers  pej: 
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«crd :  {he  yield  of  cleaned  cc^ton  is  oxdinarily  reckoned  one-third  of  that 
<of  the  uncleaned. 

Cotton  is  sown  in  the  end  of  Chait,  March-April,  or  in  Bais&kh, 
April-May,  on  wells,  or  where  there  are  other  means  of  irrigation ;  and  on 
Tain  lands  in  Asarh,  June-Jnly,  as  soon  as  the  first  rain  falls.  The  land 
h^  generally  ploughed  three  or  four  times,  commencing  in  Magh,  January- 
February  ;  the  seed  is  sown  broad-cast,  having  been  first  rolled  in  cow- 
dung,  so  as  to  separate  the  individual  seeds ;  about  eight  seers  go  to  the 
acre.  Cotton  sown  on  wells  has  to  be  watered  every  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  until  rain  falls:  weeding  is  needed  three  or  four  times;  ten 
labourers  will  weed  half  a  bigha  in  a  day  for  a  rupee.  The  eiarly 
fiown  cotton  begins  to  bear  in  Bhadon,  August-September,  and  the  later 
sown  in  Kdtak,  October- November ;  the  plants  continue  to  bear  until 
they  are  killed  off  by  frost;  and  the  gi*eat  advantage  gained  by  sowing 
early  cotton  is  that  it  generally  brings  out  all  its  pods  before  the  frost 
comes. 

If  there  is  too  much  rain,  or  if,  as  in  1877,  too  much  hot  westerly 
wind,  the  pods  are  not  formed. 

At  the  time  of  the  settlement  most  of  the  cotton  grown  was  sown 
on  rain  lands  ;  but  no  doubt  the  Agra  Canal  will  cause  a  great  extension 
of  the  cultivation  of  early  cotton  in  Palwal  and  th«  adjoining  parts  of  Nuh 
and  Firozpur  ;*  and  both  the  area  under  cotton  and  the  average  produce 
will  from  this  cause  tend  to  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  years  in 
which  the  rains  begin  late  vrill  ordinarily  be  marked  by  a  great  falling 
off  in  the  area  under  bar&ni  cotton ;  and  when  the  rains  are  late  or  the 
frosts  early,  the  out-turn  will  be  affected.  0nly  one  kind  of  cotton  is 
grown  in  the  district ;  it  is  the  ordinary  native  kind.  I  do  not  remember 
•ever  seeing  the  plants  allowed  to  stand  for  a  second  year. 

Section    79. — Wkeat-^The  areas    under 
Wheat  wheat  according  to  the  Statements  D  above 

mentioned  are : — 

Chahi  „,     11,578  acres. 

Dahri  ...     32,940      „ 

Barani  ^.    20,4G9      „ 


Total  ...    64,987 


In  addition  to  this,  19,128  acres  were  found  under  wheat  mixed 
with  gram,  and  2,558  acres  under  wheat  mixed  with  barley.  Gurgaon  is 
not  distinctively  a  wheat  growing  district ;  the  total  area  cropped  with 
wheat,  either  alone  or  mixed,  amounted  to  only  some  8^  per  cent,  of  the 
total  area  under  crop  ;  probably  the  Agra  Canal  will  cause  a  consider- 
able extension  of  its  cuHivation.f  Taking  the  tahsils  in  order,  in 
Ourgaon  wheat  is  mainly  grown  on  the  flooded  lands  near  the  Najaf- 
garh  jhil,  and  on  those  in  the  Sailani  and  Bahora  circles ;  in  Rewari 

*  The  area  ander  cotton  irrigated  from  the  Agn  Canal  in  1878-79  was  7,896  acres, 
t  The  area  under  wheat  irrigated  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79  was  6,176  acxee, 
l)efiidefl  983  acrei  nnder  wlieat  mixed  with  barl^  or  gram. 
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it  id  almost  entirely  a  cTiahi  crop,  and  is  found  chiefly  in  the  Magda 
Salt  and  Sahibi  circles ;  the  sandy  soils  which  prevail  over  the  greater 
part  of  Gurgaon  and  Rew^ri  are  ordinarily  too  poor  for  wheat ;  in  Nuh 
not  much  wheat  is  grown  in  the  TaorU  and  Bangar  circles  ;  but  the 
low*lying  Dahar  circle  with  its  strong  soil  and  abundance  of  water 
contained  at  the  settlement  measurements,  one-third  of  the  total  area 
under  wheat  in  the  district ;  in  Palwal,  wheat  and  barley  are  grown 
in  fairly  equal  proportions  on  the  well-lands,  and  wheat  is  the  distinc- 
tive spring  crop  of  the  khadir  soils  j  in  Firozpur  the  Chiknot  circle  with 
its  heavy  black  soil  shows  like  the  neighbouring  tract  in  Nuh  a  large 
area  under  wheat,  but  in  the  other  circles  barley  predominates.  In 
short,  where  natural  irrigation  id  abundant  and  the  soil  contains  a  large 
proportion  of  clay,  there  wheat  is  the  favourite  grain  ;  elsewhere 
the  preference  is  given  to  barley,  which  can  do  better  on  the 
lighter  soils  and  requires  less  manure  and  less  irrigation.  My 
estimates  of  yield  per  acre  varied  from  9  maunds  to  16^  maunds 
on  well  lands,  from  6  to  11  maunds  on  Dahri  lands,  and  from  4 
to  8  maunds  on  barani  lands:  I  estimated  the  total  yield  of 
chahi  wheat  at  141,191  maunds  being  an  average  of  about  12  maunds 
8  sdrs  per  acre ;  that  of  dahri  wheat  at  329,733  maunds  or  an  average 
of  about  10  maunds  per  acre ;  and  that  of  barani  wheat  at  142,583 
maunds,  or  an  average  of  a  little  under  7  maunds  per  acre*  To  this  may 
be  added  the  estimated  produce  of  wheat  with  barley,  23,797  maunds 
averamng  about  9  maunds  12  s^rs  per  acre,  and  lo2,817  maunds  of 
mixed  wheat  and  gram  averaging  about  8}  maunds  per  acre ;  wheat  and 
barley  mixed  are  more  commonly  sow^  on  well  lands  than  wheat  and 
gram,  and  hence  the  average  produce  per  acre  is  larger:  total  613,507 
maunds  unmixed  wheat  and  186.614  maunds  mixed  with  gram  or 
barley.  In  years  of  at  all  deficient  rain-fall,  the  production  of  wheat 
will  be  especially  liable  to  contract,  except  on  lands  protected  by  artifi- 
cial irrigation ;  and  even  on  the  well  lands,  I  expect  that  the  tendency 
under  such  circumstances  would  be  to  supplant  wheat  by  barley,  as  the 
latter  requires  fewer  waterings.  For  wheat  the  land  ought  to  be 
ploughed  five  or  six  times ;  the  seed  is  sown  with  a  drill  in  November 
or  beginning  of  December ;  1  maund  to  the  acre,  1  maund  8  s^rs  on 
chahi  land.  If  the  rainy  season  has  been  a  good  one,  wheat  on  chahi 
land  is  sown  without  further  irrigation,  otherwise  the  land  is  given  one 
watering  (  paleo )  and  ploughed  over  two  or  three  times,  and  then  the 
seed  is  sown.  The  crop  is  then  watered  every  twenty  days  or  so,  getting 
some  three  to  five  waterings  according  to  the  character  of  the  winter 
rains  ;  it;  is  sometimes,  but  not  generally,  weeded  once ;  and  is  reaped 
in  the  beginning  of  Baisakh,  i.  «.,  about  the  middle  of  April 

Section  80. — Barley.* — The  areas  under 
^'  barley,  according  to  the  Statements  D,  were — 

Chahi  ,.     53,629  Acres. 

Dahri  ...     11,023      „ 

Barani  ..'.     41,657      „ 

*  The  area  under  barley  irrigated  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79  was  10,684  acres 
in  addition  to  6;130  acres  barley  mixed  with  gram,  I  ahonld  not  have  expected  bo  large 
an  area  as  compared  with  the  wheat  area. 
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and  under  barley  mixed  with  gram,  72,499  acres;  fhis  acreage  teiotiiiii  / 
to  about  17^  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  under  crop.  Of  the  chahi 
barley,  more  than  one-half  belongs  to  tahsil  Rew&ri,  and  nearly  one« 
fourth  to  tahsil  Ourgaon ;  in  Qurgaon  too  the  tracts,  which  give  the 
largest  areas  under  chahi  barley,  are  the  circles  nearest  Rewdri ;  barley 
is  indeed  the  predominant  crop  of  the  well  lands  throughout  the  distric|, 
except  along  the  Jumna;  but  where  the  soil  is  light  and  sandy,  as  in 
the  Ourgaon  and  Rew&ri  tahsils,  and  circles  Taoru  of  Nuh  and  Bhuder 
of  PalwaJ,  there  its  predominance  becomes  an  almost  exclusive  posses- 
sion.  My  estimates  of  the  yield  of  chahi  barley  per  acre  varied  in  the 
different  circles  from  12  to  17|  maunds,  and  amounted  on  the  whole 
chahi  area  to  803,836  maunds,  an  average  of  about  15  maunds  per 
acre. 

The  barley  of  the  dahri  lands  belongs  mostly  to  the  Qurgaon 
tahsil  and  the  Southern  part  of  tiie  Firozpur  valley ;  barley  either  alone 
or  mixed  with  gram  is  the  ordinary  cro^  of  the  sandy  flooded  soils ; 
my  estimates  of  the  produce  in  the  different  circles  varied  from  10 
maunds  to  13^  maunds  per  acre,  and  amounted  in  the  whole  district  to 
126,054  maunds,  an  average  of  a  little  under  11}  maunds  per  acre. 
The  extent  to  which  the  unirrigated  lands  are  sown  in  any  given  year 
with  barley  or  barley  and  gram,  varies  greatly  according  to  the  character 
of  the  rains ;  when  these  have  been  good,  large  areas  are  thus  sown, 
in  tahsfls  Palwal,  Firozpur  and  Nuh,  and  to  a  smaller  extent  in  Qurgaon 
and  Rew&ri :  as  a  general  rule  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  favourable  season 
barley  and  gram  can  be  produced  everywhere,  except  on  the  very  poor 
and  sandy  soils  :  but  it  is  pre-eminently  the  spring  crop  of  the  Bangar 
circles  of  Nuh,  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  and  the  South  of  the  Firozpur 
valley :  the  out-turn  depends  mainly  on  the  winter  rains.  My  estimate 
of  the  total  out-turn  was  barani  barley,  300,708  maunds  or  7  maunds 
9  s^rs  per  acre.  Barley  and  gram  54!4',801  maunds  or  about  7}  maunds 
per  acre.  Total  production  of  barley  and  barley  and  gram  1,775,309 
maunds.  Barley  is  sown  at  the  ^<ame  time  as  or  some  ten  days  before 
wheat ;  like  wheat  it  is  sown  with  a  drill,  and  the  same  amount  of  seed 
is  required  per  acre.  The  land  is  ploughed  once  or  twice  less  often  than 
wheat,  and  it  can  tio  with  one  or  two  fewer  waterings,  and  it  is  rarely, 
if  ever,  weeded.    It  is  cut  some  fifteen  days  before  wheat. 

Section  81.— The  only  other  spring  crop  which  occupies  any  large 
0^  area  is  gram,  shown  in  Forms  D  as  grown  in 

68,986  acres.  Qram  can  be  produced  in  most 
floils,  except  in  loose  bhur,  and  is  the  crop  which  grows  best  in  very 
hard  clay,  such  as  is  found  in  low-lying  lands  liable  to  long  continued 
flooding.  My  estimates  of  its  out-turn  per  acre  varied  from  5  to  10 
maunds  in  different  circles,  and  amounted  in  the  whole  district  to 
528,616  maunds  or  a  little  over  7^  maunds  per  acre.  Qram  is  sown 
with  a  drill,  some  20  s4rs  to  the  acre,  in  October  or  November,  before 
barley,  and  after  only  one  or  two  ploughings;  it  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
irrigated  from  wells,  nor  is  it  weeded ;  *  it  is  cut  at  about  the  same  time 
as  wheat,  and  then  after  the  pods  have  been  separated  from  the  plant 

•  The  xetonis  of  tbe  Agra  Ctaial  ahow  3,i99  agtm  vndfir  gram  in  1876-79. 
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by  tosAings  about  with  a  fork,  is  trodden  out  in  the  usual  manner.  '  It 
is  liable  to  suffer  from  frost,  and  is  said  also  to  be  damaged  by  lightnings 
when  in  flower. 

Section  82. — Bdjra  is  the  great  kharif  crop  of  all  the  more  sandy 
J  .j^  parts  ot*  the  district ;  and  in  some  circles  such 

as  the  Taoru  circle  of  Nuh  and  several  of  the 
Gurgaon  and  Rew&ri  circles  is  by  far  the  most  important  article  of 
produce.  According  to  Forms  D  it  occupied  in  the  year  of  measurement 
289,962  acres  or  nearly  29  per  cent,  of  the  area  under  crop.  My  estimates 
of  its  yield  per  acre  variea  from  4  to  6  maunds  in  difl&rent  circles,  and 
for  the  whole  district  gave  a  total  yield  of  1,592,850  maunds,  or  an 
average  of  about  5^  maunds  per  acre.  It  is  sown  as  soon  as  the  rains 
fall,  both  broad-cast  and  drilled,  abou.t  a  ^r  and  a  half  to  the  acre  : 
the  land  is  ploughed  two  or  three  times  to  prepare  it,  and  the  crop 
requires  one  or  two  weedings :  it  is  only  irrigated  in  droughts  ;*  and  its 
harvesting  commences  about  the  end  of  September,  and  it  is  generally 
off  the  ground  in  time  for  a  second  crop  of  gram  or  barley  and  gram 
to  be  sown  if  the  season  has  been  a  good  one. 

Section  83. — In  the  better  soils  jowar  takes  the  place  of  bajra  as 
the    main  kharif  crop :   its   predominance  is 
^^"^^  especially  marked  in  the  Bangar  circles  of  Nuh, 

Falwal  and  Firozpur.  Statements  D  show  155,228  acres  under  jowar, 
or  about  15^  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  under  crop :  my  estimates  of 
its  yield  per  acre  varied  in  the  different  circles  from  5  to  8  maunds, 
and  amounted  to  a  total  of  1,210,576  maunds,  an  average  of  about  7 
maunds  33  s^rs  per  acre.  Jowar  is  sown  in  July  and  up  to  the  middle 
of  August  and  it  is  cut  in  November.  The  seed  sown  amounts  to 
about  ten  s^rs  per  acre,  or  when  the  plant  is  cultivated  for  fodder 
(charri,)  to  about  a  maund  or  a  little  over.  Jowar  is  not  generally 
irrigated,f  but  does  sometimes  receive  one  or  two  waterings;  it  is 
weeded  once,  unless  it  is  sown  for  fodder.  On  the  shores  of  the  jhils 
charri  is  sown  in  Phagon,  ( February-March )  and  reaped  in  Asarh 
(June^uly) :  the  settlement  measurements  did  not,  I  think,  always 
properly  distinguish  between  jowar  and  charri,  and  the  area  returned 
as  cnarri  in  addition  to  the  155,228  acres  mentioned  above  was  only 
3,495  acres.  Much  of  the  crop  that  is  planted  mainly  for  fodder  is 
allowed  also  to  stand,  until  the  heads  of  grain  are  ripe :  the  difference 
between  this  and  jowar  proper  then  is,  that  the  charri  stalks  are  more 
slender,  and  the  heads  oi  grain  much  smaller. 

Section  84.— The  only  other  crops  which  are  cultivated  so  lai^gely 

UotKniAah  mnnff  lobia,    as  to  be  reckoned  among  the  staples  of  the 

gaar,masi!ir, arhar.  '  district  are  the  autumn  pulses;  and  as  these 

are  generally  grown  intermixed  with  b&jra 

and    jowar,  the  returns   of  the  settlement   measurements    do   not 

fairly   represent  the  extent  of  their   production.    Moth  (Phaaeolua 

*  The  Agra  Ouial  leturnB  show  SCO  acres  under  bijra  in  1878-79. 
t  The  Agra  Oanal  retami  thow  Ifiil  acrw  under  jowar  and  841  acres  nnder  charri  in 
1878.79. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    67    )^ 

aconiiifoliun )  is  however,  entered  on  124,347  acres,  mainly  in  Rew&ri, 
and  to  a  smaller  extent  in  Qurgaon.  It  is  the  crop  best  adapted  to  the 
very  loose  sandy  soils  which  are  found  in  those  tahsils,  and  especially  in 
the  western  part  of  the  Rew&ri  tahsil.  It  is  most  frequently  sown  with 
b&jra,  but  if  sown  separately,  the  land  is  ploughed  three  or  four  times ; 
and  about  tensers  per  acre  of  seed  is  sown ;  the  crop  is  weeded  once  and 
is  cut  in  Katak  (October-November).  There  are  two  varieties 
cultivated  in  the  district,  moth  and  gora  moth ;  the  latter  spreads  more 
and  does  not  climb  like  the  former  and  hence  is  preferred  for  sowing 
under  cotton.  My  estimates  of  the  yield  of  moth  averaged  about  4 
maunds  6  s^rs  per  acre. 

H&sh  {PhoMolua  radicUiLs)  requires  a  better  soil,  and  is  more 
commonly  ffrown  with  jowar ;  mung  (Phaaeolua  mungo)  is  commonly 
sown  with  D&jra ;  lobia  or  chaula  {DolichoB  sinerms^  is  chiefly  grown 
in  Rewfiri ;  guar  (Gyamopsis  psoraloidea)  is  a  puue,  which  is  culti- 
vated chiefly  on  uie  hard  gritty  soils  near  the  hills,  where  nothing  else 
will  grow ;  it  is  used  as  fodder  for  bullocks.  In  the  khadir  lands  peas 
and  masur,  {Ervum  lens)  are  grown  to  a  small  extent  in  the  spring. 
Arhar  {Ccjanusflavus)  is  rarely  seen  in  the  North  and  West  of  the 
district ;  but  is  generally  to  be  found  sown  in  lines  through  the  cotton 
fields  in  Palwal,  Firozpur,  and  the  part  of  Nuh  which  lies  East  of  the 
hills.  It  is  sown  at  the  same  time  as  cotton,  and  does  not  ripen  until 
the  commencement  of  the  hot  weather;  it  is  very  liable  to  be  killed 
by  frost,  and  as  far  as  my  experience  goes  it  is  rather  rare  for  it  to 
survive  the  winter ;  but  it  is  said  to  aid  in  protecting  the  cotton  from 
the  cold,  its  leaves  are  used  for  fodder  and  its  stem  and  branches  for 
fuel,  while  the  pulse  is  little  esteemed ;  so  that  its  perishiug  in  the 
winter  is  of  the  less  consequence. 

Section  85. — Sibgar-cane  in  the  Gurgaon  district  is  never  irrigated 
g^  ^  from  wells ;  its  cultivation  is  confined  to  the 

migar-cane.  dahar  lands.    The  settlement    measurements 

show  only  about  400  acres  under  sugar-cane ;  of  and  almost  the  whole 
of  this  was  cultivated  round  the  kmks  of  the  Najafgarhjhil.  I  have 
Been  it  also  srowing  on  the  banks  of  the  Kotila  jhil,  in  some  of  the 
dahar  lands  of  the  Furozpur  valley ;  and  in  1876  it  was  very  largelv 
cultivated  all  along  the  lands  in  the  Punahana  parganah,  which 
had  been  submerged  in  1875  by  the  floods,  which  came  from  the 
direction  of  Ujina.  The  Agra  Canal  will  probably  lead  to  a  great 
extension  of  this  crop  * 

Section  86. — There  are  no  other  crops  which  call  for  any  detailed 
^^  notice ;  tobacc<^is  grown  in  the  manured  lands 

otttcTCTppB.  ^j^^^     ^    ^^^     villages;    sarson    {Braesioa 

campestris)  is  generally  sown  in  lines  through  the  wheat  and  barley 
crops,  and  is  most  commonly  cut  green  for  fodder;  til  {Sesa/mum 
orientale)  and  tara  n^ra  {Brassica  eruca)  are  also  cultivated  to  some 

*  Tha  Agm  Canal  letxatM  for  1S78-79  ahow  only  186  acrea  nnder  sngar-cane,  but  the 
people  of  the  tract  watered  by  this  canal  ue  as  yet  BtrangerB  to  itB  cnltiTation.  No  cane 
was  f  oinerly  raised  there, 
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'extent,  tke  fortner  ganerally  in  the  same  fields  as  b&jrtt  of  eott(m,  atid  the 
latter  on  inferior  lands ;  a  little  Id  lian  corn  is  grown  near  the  village 
sites,  especially  in  the  three  southern  tahsils ;  *  safflower  is  maiiuj 
confined  to  the  Palwal  tahsil;  that  of  Ramgarh  near  Hasanpur  is 
noted  for  its  excellence :  a  little  rice  is  grown  in  the  Eotila  jhil,  and  so 
also  is  barti  {Panicum  brizoide),  a  plant  which  is  sown  in  Jane-July 
and  cut  in  October  and  November ;  j  on  the  well  lands  of  some  villages 
near  Bew&ri,  cummin  seed,  coriander  seed  and  aspghol,  (fiicua  fleawort 
according  to  Fallon)  are  somewhat  largely  grown :  melons  are  grown 
on  the  banks  of  the  Najafgarh  jhil,  and  elsewhere  ia  similar  situations; 
a  few  acres  of  indigo  are  met  with  mainly  in  the  Firozpur  valley  ;^  two 
kinds  of  hemp  are  grown,  one  separately,  aud  the  other  as  a  hedge 
round  cotton  fields ;  nearly  4,000  acres  are  shown  under  various  garden 
crops ;  and  in  the  autumn  of  1877,  when  the  rains  £Edled,  the  more 
industrious  amoug  the  zamind&rs  in  many  places  set  their  wells  to 
work  and  cultivated  chinan  (Fanicum  miliaceum)  a  crop  which 
ripens  in  sixty  days  and  is  said  to  produce  some  19  maunds  per  acre, 
but  requires  continual  irrigation.§  Singhara  {Water  nut)  is  commonly 
grown  in  the  village  ponds. 

Section  87. — I  adopt  the  following  remarks  from  Mr.  Wilson's 
Manared    aad  doable      answers  to  the  Famine  Commission,  merely 
cropped  lands,  adding  that  the  second  crop  most  commonly 

taken  is  gram  or  more  rarely  barley  and  gram  after  bdjra :  occasionally, 
if  the  rains  have  been  very  heavy  and  the  prospects  of  the  rabi  are 
good,  the  jowar  is  cut  before  it  is  ripe,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the 
second  crop. 

Percentage  of  cultivated  area  which  is  manured. 


Oonrtantly 
manured. 


Irrigated  land  .. 
Unirrigated  land 

Total     .. 


Occasion- 
ally 
manared. 


26 
2 


Kot 
manared. 


56 
96 


89 


Total. 


100 
100 


100 


BXMABXfi. 


Percentage  of  dofasli  on 
coltivated,  8  per  cent. 


The  average  weight  of  manure  given  to  the  acre  per  annum  on 
land  donstantly  manured  is  200  maunds. 

The  average  weight  of  manure  given  to  the  acre  per  annum  on 
land  occasionally  manured,  300  maunds  every  2nd  year.  . 

*  Its  caltiration  is  being  extended  bj  the  Agra  Cazud ;  theretnms  of  which  show  1,258 
acres  under  Indian  com  in  1878*79. 

t  The  Agra  Canal  retnrns  show  60  acres  under  barti  in  1878-79. 

1 64  acres  of  indigo  were  watered  from  the  Agra  Canal  in  1878-79. 

§  The  caltivatipn  of  chinan  has  been  greatly  increEMed  by  (lie  Agra  Ca&ali  the  ntmsi 
of  which  show  1,290  acres  mider  this  crop  io  I676-79. 
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Little  attention  is  paid  to  a^iy  regular  oourae  of  eroppiag.  The 
unmanared  land  is  generally  cultivated  only  for  one  harvest,  and  the 
rest  it  gets  during  the  other  harvest  is  thought  sufficient.  Jowar  is  not 
aown  in  the  same  land  2  years  in  succession.  Cotton  is  not  sown  after 
b&jra.  In  all  other  cases,  in  deciding  what  crop  to  sow,  regard  is  paidi 
to  the  kind  of  soil  and  amount  of  rain-fall  without  any  consideration 
as  to  what  the  previous  crop  was. 

Section  88. — ^The  following  account  of  the  agricultural  year  was 
Account  of  the   agricnl-    prepaid  by  me  ojie  day  in  oonunuuicatioxi 
«"^th.£rrthe"'weX«    witPa  few  leading  zamindiirs:- 
loqmred. 

Aedrh,  June-July.  In  this  month  the  farmer  hopes  for  plenty  of  rain 
in  heavy  showers  with  intervals  of  sunshine  and  westerly  wind.  As 
soon  as  the  rain  falb  the  land  is  ploughed  over,  and  the  sowing  of  the 
kharif  commences.  If  there  is  too  much  rain  and  cloudy  weather 
without  breaks  of  sunshine^  the  crops  do  not  come  up  properly. 

Sdwan,  July- August.  Rain  and  sunshine  are  still  both  required ; 
if  there  is  too  much  rain  the  ei*ops  are  liable  to  rot,  or  be  mildewed  ; 
if  there  is  too  much  sunshine  wiUi  westerly  wind,  they  dry  up.  The 
sowing  of  the  later  kharif  crops  such  aa  jowar  is  eomplet.ed  early  in  the 
month ;  and  those  formerly  sown  are  vi^eded.  Locusts  occasionally 
attack  the  crops.    Ploughing  for  the  rabi  commences. 

Bhddon,  August-September.  Occasional  heavy  rain  with  intervals 
of  sunshine  is  still  required  much  as  in  S&wan.  The  ploughing  for 
the  rabi  and  the  weeding  of  the  kharif  C(»itinue ;  and  the  crops  have 
to  be  guarded  from  the  depredations  of  birds.  There  is  some  danger  of 
injury  to  the  crops  from  young  locusts.    Indian  com  and  barti  are  cut. 

Kudr,  September-October.  A  few  occasional  showers  do  good,  but 
too  much  rain  will  blacken  the  b&jra,  and  cause  the  cotton  pods  to  drop 
off.  Sunshine  and  a  drying  wind  are  required  to  ripen  the  kharif 
crops,  but,  if  a  hot  westerly  wind  blows,  it  dries  them  up.  Bdjra  is  cut 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  and  cotton  begins  to  bear.  The  jowar 
has  to  be  watched.  Floughings  for  the  rabi  continue,  and  the  land  is 
gone  over  with  a  *'7nez  "  (a  flat  heavy  piece  of  wood ),  and  the  surface 
levelled,  so  as  to  retain  the  moisture.  Towards  the  end  of  the  month 
the  first  sowings  of  gram  and  barley  begin. 

Kdtak,  October-November.  Unless  the  previous  rains  have  failed  no 
rain  is  required  in  this  month.  The  harvesting  of  bdjra  and  the 
autumn  pulses  is  finished,  the  picking  of  cotton  continues  and  part  of 
the  jowar  is  out.  The  rabi  crops  have  to  be  sown,  and  those,  which  are. 
to  be  irrigated,  are  watered  from'  the  wells.  There  is  but  little  leisure 
for  the  farmer  during  this  month. 

MangsiVy  November-December.  Cotton  pickings  continue ;  the  rest 
of  the  jowar  and  the  p&l&  {Zizyphua  nummularia)  and  pula  (Munj 
grass)  are  cut.  The  rabi  sowings  are  completed,  and  the  kharif  crops 
are  threshed  out  and  stored.    Sunshine,  but  not  with  too  strong  a 
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heat,  is  needed ;  rain  is  not  required.    The  wells  are  hard  at  work 
irrigating  the  rabi  crops. 

Poh,  December-January.  Towards  the  end  of  the  month  the 
winter  rains  are  hoped  for,  but  they  should  not  continue  too  long 
together  without  breaks  of  sunshine  and  drying  wind,  or  the  crops 
will  mildew.  Until  the  rain  falls  the  wells  continue  to  be  worked ; 
afterwards  ploughing  for  the  kharif  commence.  A  southerly  wind 
is  considered  a  good  sign  of  rain  in  the  winter  months.  If  the  frosts 
are  severe  they  damage  the  cotton,  arhar  and  gram. 

Magh,  January-February.  In  the  beginniDg  of  the  month,  rain,  as 
in  the  end  of  Poh,  does  good :  if  required  the  wells  are  worked.  Plough- 
ings  for  the  kharif  continue ;  melons  are  sown  and  tobacco  is  planted 
out ;  the  cotton  is  cut  down.  A  month  of  comparative  leisure  to  the 
farmer. 

Phagon,  February-March.  Gentle  westerly  winds  with  sunshine 
and  no  rain  are  required ;  haQ  storms  are  feared.  Sufi;ar-cane  is  planted 
out ;  ploughings  for  the  kharif  continue,  and  the  rabi  crops  have  to  be 
watched  and  watered. 

Chait,  March-ApriL  Drying  westerly  winds  not  so  violent  as  to 
scorch  up  or  beat  down  the  crops  are  required  with  sunshine.  Rain 
does  harm ;  the  danger  of  hail  storms  continues.  During  the  first  half 
of  the  ctionth  wheat  is  still  watered.  The  crops  have  to  be  watched, 
and  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  barley,  sarson  and  gram  ^re 
cut.    Early  cotton  is  sown  on  irrigated  lands. 

Baiadkh,  April-May.  The  harvesting  of  the  rabi  crops  is  now 
completed ;  and  the  harvested  crops  are  trodden  out  and  winnowed. 
Hot  westerly  winds  are  desired :  rain  does  harm.  Tobacco,  early 
cotton  and  spring  jowar,  where  this  has  been  sown  for  fodder,  are 
wintered* 

Jeth,  May-June.  Until  about  the  end  of  the  month  the  same 
kind  of  weather  is  required  as  in  Bais&kh.  The  rabi  crops  are  now 
stored ;  tobacco  is  cut ;  early  cotton  and  jowar  are  watered ;  and  if  rain 
falls,  the  land  is  ploughed  for  the  kharif,  and  b&jra  is  sown.  The 
zamind&rs  have  little  to  do  in  this  month,  and  employ  their  leisure  in 
putting  their  houses  in  order  against  the  advent  of  the  rains. 

To  these  remarks  I  may  add  that  in  Bais&kh  the  earth  is  said 
to  be  asleep  and  should  be  left  to  repose  in  quiet;  that  Wednesday  is  a 
good  day  tor  sowing  and  Friday  for  harvesting ;  and  that  on  Tuesday 
the  earth  should  not  be  dug,  nor  should  a  plough  be  first  started*  on 
that  day. 

Areas  held  by  owners  oc-        Section  89.— The  foUowing  figures  taken  from 
cnpancy  tenants  and  other    the  village  statements  show  the  areas  cultivated 
tenants  with  a  notice  of    by  owners,  occupancy  tenants  and  other  tenants, 
in  each  tahsil,  as  at  present  constituted  :^ 
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TABfiXIi. 

jlfMin  dM»r«ff  ettUirated  hff 

Ottrners. 

Occupancy 

tenants. 

Other 
tenants. 

Gargaon 

BewAri 

Palwal 

Kuh 

Firoipiir 

•••                                                 •€•                                                ••• 

•••                                      aarf                                      •«• 
•••                                   ■••                                   a4a 
•••                                   ••*                                   ••• 

109,349  acres. 
134,437     „ 
111,069     „ 
150,051     „ 
100,594     „ 

20,861  acres. 
20.672     „ 
19,521     „ 
27,930     „ 
13,879     „ 

55,692  acres, 
55,277     „ 
21,066     „ 
39,800     ,, 
33;890     „ 

605,500     ^ 

102,868   y, 

205,125  „ 

Unfortunately  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  ftive  the  areas  held  under  each 
description  of  rent ;  the  figures  given  in  Forms  B  of  the  Revenue  Rate 
Reports  were  extracted  before  the  final  attestation  of  the  records  was 
complete,  and  no  similar  returns  have  been  ^nce  Compiled.  Speaking 
generally  it  may  be  said  that  rents  in  kind  are  unknown  in  Palwal, 
very  rare  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur,  are  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  in 
tahsO  Qurgaon,  and  in  tahsll  Reiw&ri  Aif^  paid  for  about  half  of  the 
area  held  by  ienants-at-<will  Fpr  ordinary  bar&ni  and  well  lands  the 
ordinary  share  of  the  produce  paid  is  one-third  or,  if  the  conditions 
of  production  are  mcAie  than  ominarily  favourable,  two-fifths.  On 
naturally  irrigated  lands,  where  the  out-turn  is  good  in  proportion 
to  the  labour  of  cultivation,  one-half  the  produce  is  sometimes  given ; 
while  on  the  other  hand  on  salt  wells  and  on  very  poor  sandy  soib 
the  proportion  falls  to  one-fourth.  The  straw  is  ordinarily  kept  by 
the  tenant ;  but  this  and  the  natural  products  of  pA&  {Zizyphxia 
nv/mmiUaria)  and  pula  {Munj  graaa)  are  ordinarily  matters  of  special 
agreement.  Cash  rates  (Zabti)  are  alw'ays  taken  on  sugar-cane, 
tobacco,  fodder  crops  and  garden  produce. 

Section  90. — Hitherto  the  great  majority  of  the  tenants  paying 
Bents  are  being  enhanced    at  cash  rents  have  been  holding  at  customary 
and  th&  pr^ure  of  the  po-  .  privileged  rents,  which  had  their  origin  in  the 
puhition  is  increasing.  ^yg  ^^en  land  WM  plenty  and  cultivators 

-Were  few.  During  the  last  few  years,  however,  and  especially  since  the 
announcement  of  the  new  assessments,  there  has  been  a  marked 
tendencnr  on  the  part  of  the  owners  to  insist  on  their  right  to 
receive  larger  rents.  I  give  a  few  figures  taken  from  the  revenue 
reports — 


tzAKi 

Number  of 
notices  of 
ejfectment 
served  on 
tenants-at- 
wilL 

ynmber  of  tuitit  to  enhande 

renU  of  tenants  nith  rigktM 

of  occupancy . 

Filed. 

Decreed. 

1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 

878 
776 
762 

28 
117 
331 

1 

67 
274 
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Notices  of  ejectment  are  often  served  merely  to  enforce  a  demand  fdt 
higher  rent.  Speaking  generally  it  may  be  said,  that  in  the  past,  full 
rents  were  confined  to,  (a)  estates  owned  by  single  individuals  or 
families,  or  very  small  bodies  of  owners,  (6)  land  cultivated  by  non- 
resident tenants,  especially  if  these  were  of  low  caste,  (c)  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  towns.  As  population  increases  and  the  land  is 
more  and  more  sub-divided  among  the  owneis,  and  the  competition  for 
holdkigs  increases,  rents  will  surely  rise,  although  privileged  rents  will, 
no  doubt,  long  continue  to  be  paid  by  tenants  holding  under  village 
communities  of  the  same  caste:  if  population  continues  to  increase 
as  in  the  past,  many  of  the  tenant  class  will  be  squeezed  out  of  their 
holdings,  and  I  anticipate  that  some  system  of  emigration  to  less 
populous  tracts  will  have  to  be  arranged.  Of  course  this  necessity 
might  for  a  time  at  least  be. staved  off  by  the  introduction,  of  higher 
cultivation  or  of  other  industries ;  but  of  the  latter  there  seems  but 
little  chance,  while  as  to  the  former,  much  of  the  soil  of  the  West  of 
the  district  'is  very  poor.  The  proportion  of  the  produce  left  to  the 
people  for  their  subsistence  might  also  be  increased  by  diminishing 
the  share  taken  by  Government,  but  this  is  a  process  which  would 
have  to  be  continued  indefinitely,  and  would  finally  leave  the  revenue 
at  nil,  and  the  people  more  numerous  than  before,  but  as  poor  and 
with  the  same  need  of  extraneous  help  in  seasons  of  drought.  This 
action  of  the  landlords  and  the  operations  of  the  settlement  have 
naturally  caused  numerous  suits  to  be  brought  for  rights  of  occupancy ; 
2,870  such  suits  were  brought  in  the  Settlement  Courts  of  whicn  1,495 
were  decreed.    Further  details  are  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Section  91.— *The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  village 
statements  and  show  the  number  of  cattle, 

howM  md^ete"^  ^^***'    *^®®P  ^^^  ^^^'  ^  ^^^^  ®*^^  before  the 
ones  an  came  .  famine  of  1877-78,  when  large  numbers  either 

died  from  hunger,  were  killed  for  food  or  were  sold  : — 


Ploogh  cattle. 

Other  cattle. 

Bheep. 

Goats. 

138,443 

210,03S 

20,068 

63,34f 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  small  proportion  of  land  uncul- 
tivated, Gurgaon  is  not  a  great  cattle  breeding?  district ;  but  a  large 
number  of  goats  are  crrazed  on  the  hills ;  they  frequently  are  owned  by 
butchers  who  make  Uiem  over  to  shepherds  for  their  keep,  on  condition 
of  receiving  a  certain  share  of  the  increase,  generally,  I  believe,  one- 
half ;  the  shepherd  being  also  responsible  for  making  good  the  number 
of  the  original  flock. 

Plough  oxen  ordinarily  sell  for  from  Rs.  35  to  Rs.  60,  buffidoes 
are  occasionally  used  for  the  plough,  but  to  so  employ  them  is  looked 
upon  as  a  mark  of  poverty ;  so  that  while  the  buffalo  cows  are  kept 
and  well  fed  for  their  mUk,  the  bull  calves  are  ordinarily  turaed 
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adrift  to  die  oT  cold  and  hunger,  or,  if  piirchasers  cftn  be  found,  are 
Bold  to  water  oarriers  or  to  dealers  from  the  Punjab.  When  cattle  are 
firom  age  no  longer  of  any  value,  the  Muhammadans  use  them  for  food» 
but  the  Hindus,  who  cannot  kill  them,  leave  them  to  pick  up  what 
they  can  in  the  fields,  until  they  die  of  cold  and  semi-starvation^ 
These  neglected  and  useless  animals  naturally  die  in  lar^e  numbers 
whenever  fod<]er  is  at  all  scarce.  Ponies  are  few,  and  horses  very 
scarce ;  there  are  a  few  baggage  camels,  but  none  fit  for  riding.  Donkeya 
are  kept  by  potters  and  washermen. 

A  small  cattle  fair  takes  place  at  Dh&ruhera  in  Bew&ri  twice  a 
year. 

Section  02. — The  following  remarks  are  extracts  from  a  memoran^ 
Rue  in  prices.  dum  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilson :  the  diagrams 

referred  to,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  five,  wiU  be  found  in  the 
atlas,  whidb  accompanies  the  report. 

An  enquiry  has  been  held  de  novo  into  the  market  rates  at  which 
produce  has  sold  for  the  55  years  ending  with  1878  A.  D.,  that  is,  from 
sambat  1880  down  to  last  year.  The  Superintendents  were  ordered  to 
find  out  from  the  books  of  the  grain  dealers  in  all  the  principal  markets 
in  their  several  tahsOs  what  were  the  rates  at  which  they  took  the 
agricultural  produce  from  tlie  peasants  immediately  after  harvest,  the 
dates  fixed  for  the  rabi  crops  being  Bais&kh  Sudi  3rd  and  Jeth  Sudi 
3rd  and  those  for  the  kharif  crops  Efttak  Sudi  2nd  and  Mangsar  Sudi 
2nd.  I  have  submitted  the  result  in  the  form  of  diagrams  as  l^st  suited 
to  show  at  a  glance  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices.    «    *    • 

The  diagrams  are  as  follows  :*- 

'(1)  (2^  (3)  (4)  and  (5).  Five  diagrams  showing  the  annual  fluctu- 
ations in  tne  price  of  wheat  in  the  different  towns  of  each  of  the  five 
tahsils  (Tahsilw&r). 

(6)  (7)  (8)  (9)  (10)  and  (11).  Diagrams  showing  the  annual 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  wheat,  bat  ley,  gram,  jowar,  b&jra  and  cotton 
respectively,  in  five  towns  representing  the  five  tahsils  of  Gurgaon 
district  (Jinsw&r). 

(12).  Diagram  showing  the  simultaneous  fluctuations  of  price  of 
the  principal  fc^  grains  in  the  market  town  of  Rew&ri. 

(13).  Diagram  showing  the  average  prices  of  the  principal  food 
grains  for  five  year  periods  in  the  town  of  Kew&ri. 

(14).  Diagram  showing  the  average  prices  of  the  principal  food 
ffrains  for  five  year  period  in  the  three  chief  markets  of  QurgaoQi 
district^  namely,  Pal^,  Kew&ri  and  firozpur. 

An  inspection  of  these  diagrams  will  substantiate  the  following 
general  inductions : — 

(I).  The  nearer  the  towns,  the  more  nearly  are  the  prices  of  any 
particolar  food  graixi  equal    Thia  was  to  be  expected  if  prim. 
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(2).  The  cheaper  the  food  grain,  the  greater  is  the  difference. In 
its  price  in  different  towns,  whether  the  comparison  be  made  between 
two  food  grains,  ooe  of  which  is  always  much  cheaper  than  the  other, 
or  between  the  prices  of  the  san^e  food  grain  in  diiSerent  years,  when 
it  is  cheaper  in  one  year  than  another. 

(3).  The  cheaper  the  food  grain  the  greater  ore  the  fluctuations 
in  its  price  from  year  to  year,  whether  the  comparison  be  made  between 
two  food  grains  one  of  which  is  always  cheaper  than  the  other,  or 
between  the  prices  of  the  same  food  grain  in  different  years  when  it 
is  cheaper  in  one  year  than  another. 

The  inductions  expressed  in  the  last  two  clauses  may  be  put  in 
this  way:  In  years  of  scarcity  the  prices  of  the  same  food  grain  in 
different  towns,  and  of  different  food  grains  in  the  same  time,  approxi- 
mate more  closely  than  in  years  of  plenty ;  and  again  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  food  grains*  from  year  to  j^ear  and  differences  in  the 
price  of  the  same  ibod  grain  in  the  different  towns,  were  much  greater 
formerly  when  prices  were  low  than  now  when  they  are  high.  It 
must  be  noted,  however,  that  when  prices  are  high,  a  difference  of  a  few 
s^rs  per  rupee  makes  a  greater  difference  in  «the  price  per  sdr  than 
when  prices  are  low. 

(4).  All  food  grains  are  similarly  aflected  in  price  by  the  circum-^ 
stances  of  the  seasons.  The  diagrams  for  the  different  food  grains  are 
very  similar  in  their  appearance.  The  prices  of  the  different  grains 
rose  and  fell  simultaneously. 

(5).  The  fluctuations  in  price  are  so  great  and  sudden  that  quia* 
quennial  averages  are  deceitful. 

(0).  The  history  of  the  annual  fluctuations  of  price  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows : — 

(I  take  the  Rewfiri  prices  (diagram  Mo.  12)  as  the  fullest,  &e. 
because  Rew&ri  is  the  chief  grain  market.)  The  year  1823  A.  D.  (sambat 
1880)  was  a  year  of  great  plenty,  and  prices  were  as  low  as  they  have 
ever  been  since,  gram  selling  at  Rew&ri  for  75  sidrs.  It  was  followed  by 
a  year  of  great  scarcity,  prices  having  risen  so  rapidly  in  one  year  that 
in  Rewfiri  the  cheapest  grain  was  jowar  at  37  s^rs,  or  double  the  price 
of  the  cheapest  grain  the  year  before.  This  was  followed  by  two  hard 
years  (1825  and  1826)  during  which  no  grain  was  cheaper  than  44 
s^rs  per  rupee. .  In  1827  came  a  sudden  fall  and  barley  and  jowar  could 
be  had  at  70  s^rs.  For  the  next  four  years  prices  were  very  low, 
some  grain  being  always  obtainable  at  60  s^rs,  and  then  commenced 
a  gradual  rise  which  culminated  in  1838  (the  famine  of  1890  sambat) 
when  no  grain  could  be  had  cheaper  than  gram  at  26  s^rs.  The  next 
year  saw  a  fall,  which  became  still  more  mamed  in  the  following  year 
1835,  when  prices  had  again  reached  their  lowest,  b&jra  selling  at  72 
s^rs  per  rupee.  Prices  remained  at  this  low  rate  for  another  year, 
and  then  took  place  a  veir  sudden  rise,  the  cheapest  srain  rising  from 
73  s^rs  in  1836  to  24  sers  in  1837  (the  famine  of  1894  sambat). 
-Then  came  a  very  gradual  fall  of  prices  for  the  next  nine  years,  the 
cheapest  year  being  the  last  when  barley  Qould  be  had  at  49  s^rs,  not 
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nearly  so  cheap  as  before  the  famine.  Then  came  a  rise  which  was 
Btill  greater  the  next  year  1848  (1905  sambat)  when  barley  was  at  26; 
the  next  two  years  saw  a  sudden  fall  and  in  1850  barley  was  at  the 
old  price  of  70  e^.  The  next  three  years  saw  a  gradual  rise  and  by 
1853  barley  had  almost  doubled  its  price  and  was  at  38  s^rs.  Then 
a  fall  for  two  years  taking  moth  down  again  to  70  s^rs  in  1855, 
followed  by  a  steady  rise  for  five  years  culminating  in  the  scarcity  of 
1860  (1917  sambat.)  Then  rather  a  sudden  fall  taking  barley  down 
to  53  B(Srs  in  1863,  since  which  year  no  grain  has  been  cheaper  at 
Bew&ri  at  the  dasabra  than  38  s^rs  the  rupee.  This  last  fact  shows 
how  decided  is  the  rise  of  price,  and  how  much  less  the  fluctuations 
have  been  during  the  last  16  years  than  they  were  before.  The  year 
1863  was  followea  by  a  gradual  and  steady  rise  of  price  for  six  years 
to  1869  (1926  sambat  following  the  famine  year  1925),  and  for  the 
next  8  years  up  to  1877  there  was  a  steady  and  gradual  fall  of  prices, 
barley  having  declined  from  22  s^rs  in  1869  to  37  s^rs  in  1877. 
Then  came  the  scarcity  of  1877-78  (1934  sambat),  which  caused  a 
sudden  rise  in  one  year  to  22  s^rs  again.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  rise  would  not  have  been  so  sudden  or  so  ffreat,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  great  demand  for  grain  for  Bombay  ana  Madras,  which 
occurred  simultaneously  with  the  scarcity  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Prices  still  range  high  and  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  they  will 
ever  again  reacm  the  low  figures  of  1863,  still  less  those  of  1855  and 
1850.  The  spirited  competition  of  the  last  two  years  has  thoroughly 
aroused  the  enterprise  of  grain-dealers  and  shown  them  how  extensive 
is  the  market  which  they  may  find  it  to  their  interest  to  supply,  now 
that  the  railway  connects  them  with  such  distant  marts,  and  they  will 
find  it  to  their  interest  to  buy  up  grain  when  it  shows  signs  of  getting 
cheap,  and  stock  it  in  hopes  of  a  similar  opportunity  recurring. 

I  append  an  additional  diagram  (No.  15),  illustrating  the  above 
remarks  and  showing  the  famine  aspect  of  the  question.  It  gives 
the  price  of  the  cheapest  grain  available  at  Kewdri  from  year  to  year 
whatever  that  grain  might  be,  generally  gram,  jowar,  moth,  or  barley ; 
of  course  the  diagram  does  not  necessarily  show  the  price  at  the' 
time  of  year  when  grain  was  dearest  or  cheapest,  but  only  that  prevail- 
ing at  the  dasahra,  i.  e.,  about  October. 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  uncleaned  cotton  (see  diagram  11)  dates 
from  1852  from  which  year  there  was  a  gradual  and  steady  rise  from 
25  s^rs  the  rupee  to  10  in  1860.  In  1861  it  fell  to  15.  It  then  rose 
gradually  to  1863  and  1864,  being  itt  6  sers  in  the  latter  year.  Then 
a  gradual  fall  to  12  s^rs  in  1867,  a  rise  to  8  sdrs  in  1868,  and  a&ll 
to  1871,  since  when  the  price  has  not  varied  much  from  10  s^rs,  a 
rise  of  50  per  cent,  since  1861.  This  rise  of  price  was  of  course  prima* 
rily  due  to  the  American  War. 

To  sum  up  then  it  may  be  said  that  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
have  risen  by  about  40  per  cent,  during  the  last  20  years  as  compared 
with  the  20  preceding,  and  as  compared  with  the  15  years  before 
that  by  about  65  per  cent;  that  prices  are  now  much  less  liable  to 
fluctuate  than  they  used  to  be  and  that  the  comparatively  high  paces 
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(disregarding  tlie  two  last  years  of  scarcity)  which  have  now  prevailed 
for  many  years  are  likely  to  continue  if  not  to  rise  still  higher.  These 
conclusions  argue  favorably  for  the  welfare  of  the  agriculbural  classed* 
and  therefore,  it  may  be  said,  of  the  whole  community. 


CflAPTKR  v.— The  Histort  op  thk  SEnxEiiBOTr. 

Beotion  93.— The  notification  placing  the  district  under  settle^ 
History    of   Settlement    ^lent  was  dated  on  the  29th  January  1872. 
operations  ap  to  December    It  placed  Mr.  O.  Wood  in  charge  of  the  settle* 
1^77.  ment  of  the  three  districts  of  the  Delhi  Division, 

and  Mr.  E.  O'Brien  in  direct  chai^ge  of  the  Gurgaon  settlement^  aa  an 
Assistant  Settlement  Officer  subordinate  to  Mr.  Wood.    Mr.  O'Brien 
arrived  at  Qurgaon  on  the  12th  January  1872,  and  the  Superintendents 
joined  their  appointments  on  dates  varying  from  the  24th  January  to 
the  28th  March  followinj;.    A  little   time  was  necessarily  spent  in 
procuring  the  surveying  instruments,  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of 
the  patw&ris  and  makmg  other  necessary  arrangements ;  and  it  waa 
not  until  the  middle  of  March  that  work  was  generally  in  progress. 
By  the  end  of  the  official  year  1871-72  the  boundary  maps  of  30 
villages  had  been  completed  and  finally  passed,  and  in  7  villages  the 
field  measurements  were  also  finished.    But  it  was  found  that  the 
incapacity  of  the  patw&ris  and  the  low  scale  of  pay  attached  to  their 
circles,  which  rendered  it  difficult  to  replace  the  incapables  by  skilled 
men,  seriously  affected  the  progress  of  the  work.    Mr.  O'Brien  submitted 
propositions  for  raising  the  patw&iis'  pay,  but  sanction  was  delayed^ 
And  thus  it  happened  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  1872-73  the  bound- 
ary maps  of  592  villages,  or  less  than  half  the  number  of  villages  in 
the  district,  were  complete :  the  preliminary  statements  of  rights  and 
holdings  were  ready  in  850,  and  the  field  maps  in  342  villages.    On 
the  3rd  March  1873  I  relieved  Mr.  O'Brien,  who  was  transferred  on 
promotion  to  the  charge  of  the  Muzaffargarh  Settlement. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  1873  sanction  was  received  to  the 
increase  in  the  pay  of  the  patw&ris'  circles  proposed  by  Mr.  O'Brien, 
and  the  funds  needed  for  the  more  efficient  conduct  of  the  work  were 
l^us  obtained. 

By  the  31st  March  1874,  of  the  1,269  estates  into  which  the  district 
was  then  divided,  the  boundary  maps  were  completed  in  1,255  villages : 
the  preliminary  statemeuts  of  rights  and  holdings  were  ready  in  1,191 
villages,  and  the  field  maps  in  1,008  villages ;  and  I  had  inspected  and 
prepared  notes  on  315  villages  with  a  view  to  their  assessment. 

Field  measurements  were  finished  in  three  tahsils  by  the  end  of 
Jane  1874,  and  the  woric  of  comparing,  cheeking  and  totalling  the 
entries  in  the  Field  Map  and  Index  with  Appendices,  and  the  prepara* 
tion  of  the  Statistics  for  aflsessmeiit  then  largely  occupied  the  establish-* 
men^ 
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By  ihe  end  of  March  1876,  the  first  three  stages  of  the  settlement 
were  complete,  with  the  exceptions  that  in  five  villages  the 
itttestation  of  the  preliminary  statements  of  rights  and  holdings  had 
been  anavoi.dably  delayed,  and  the  measurements  of  164  villages  had 
not  been  finally  passed. 

The  final  attestation  of  holdings  had  been  completed  in  7  villages 
only.  I  had,  during  the  year,  inspected  371  villages,  bringing  up  the 
total  of  villages  inspected  to  686,  and  had  submitted  in  March  1875  the 
Bevenue  Rate  Report  fortahsil  Palwal.  On  the  11th  June  1875  a 
similar  report  was  submitted  for  tahsil  Firozpur.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  year  I  was  busily  engaged  in  inspecting  the  remaining 
part  of  the  district  and  preparing  the  Revenue  Rate  Reports  for  Nuh, 
Bew&ri  and  Qurgaon,  which  were  all  submitted  during  the  last  quarter 
of  1875-76. 

The  preparation  of  the  various  returns  required  for  the  preparation 
of  these  reports  had  occupied  no  small  share  of  the  time  of  the  tahsil 
establishments ;  but  by  the  end  of  March  1876  a  total  of  378  villages 
had  bf  en  completely  attested,  while  the  preliminary  attestation  by 
Munsarims  had  been  finished  in  622  villages.  Mr.  Wood  had  been 
relieved  of  the  supervision  of  this  settlement  on  the  17th  December 
1875,  and  I  was  given  the  assistance  of  an  Extra  Assistant  Settlement 
Officer  in  March  1876. 

The  post  was  bestowed  on  Munshi  Altdf  Husain,  formerly  Superin- 
tendent of  Palwal,  and  he  was  at  once  employed  with  a  strong 
establishment  in  testing  the  value  of  the  attestation  work,  and  the 
accuracy  and  proper  arrangement  of  the  various  papers. 

During  the  year  1876-77  the  establishment  was  mainly  occupied 
in  the  work  of  attestation.  By  the  Slst  March  1877  out  of  the  1,264 
villages  of  the  district,  1,170  had  been  attested  by  Munsarims  and  916 
by  Deputy  Superintendents :  in  order  to  secure  accuracy  in  the  entries, 
274f  villages  had  been  re-attested  by  Superintendents  and  158  by  the 
Extra  AffliRta.nt  Settlement  Officer. 

I  had  also  tested  the  attestation  work,  but  had  been  mainly 
engaged  in  preparing  the  village  assessments,  694  of  which  had  been 
announced  up  to  the  end  of  the  official  year,  and  by  the  15th  June  1877 
tills  part  of  the  work  was  practically  completed.  During  the  remainder 
of  the  year  1877  the  establishments  were  ven"  largely  engaged  in  the 
work  of  distributing  the  assessment,  in  time  K>r  the  kharif  collecti<His, 
and  I  was  mainly  occupied  in  disposing  of  matters,  which  hitherto  I 
had  been  prevented  from  taking  up  by  the  pressure  of  assessment 
work ;  and  in  commencing  the  preparations  for  my  final  report  After 
having  been  for  a  short  time  in  charge  of  both  settlements  of  Delhi  and 
Gurgaon,  I  left  the  district  on  the  29th  December  1877,  having  l)een 
appointed  Settlement  Seteretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner.  The 
histonr  of  the  settlement  from  this  point  will  be  described  \fj 
Mr.  Maconachie  in  the  l(dlawv)g  pala0caIlh^^ 
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Section  94. — Ak  the  beginning  of  1878  matters  stood  thus  !-^The 

.  assessment  reports  of  the  five  tahsils  had  been 

Operations  einoe  Dec.  1877.    submitted  and  sanctioned,  and  the  village  jamas 

^^ork  lemaining  to  be    had  been  announced.     The  work  of  distributing 

the  assessments  on  the  holdings  throughout  the 

villages  was  complete  so  far  as  to  allow  of  the  actual  levy  of  the  revenue 

being  made  according  to  the  new  arrangements,  but  the  calculations 

had  not  been  finally  checked,  and  so  were  not  shown  as  finished  in  the 

official  quarterly  report  of  December  31,  1877.    As  regards  the  record, 

attestation  in  its  primary  stage,  by  Munsarims,  was  virtually  complete, 

and  that  of  Deputy  Superintendents  remained  in  only  60  villages. 

On  the  other  hand,  comparatively  little  had  been  done  in  the 
preparation  of  the  record  in  its  fair  and  final  shape,  while  the  rights 
and  rents  of  tenants  were  as  yet  not  adjusted,  and  the  preliminary 
sketch  of  the  administration  paper  which  was  being  drawn  up  by  the 
Uunsarims  had  been  attested  by  the  Superintendents  in. only  190 
villages.  The  Extra  Assistant  had  drawn  up  in  the  rough  a  statement 
of  tribal  custom  for  two  tahsils.  In  the  matter  of  miscellaneous  work, 
the  names  of  the  selected  zailddrs  had  been  submitted  and  sanctioned, 
but  the  final  adjustment  of  their  circles  was  yet  to  be  made  in  connection 
with  the  re-distribution  of*  patwfiris'  circles,  which  had  not  yet  been 
taken  in  hand.  Among  other  miscellaneous  work  still  remaining  might 
be  mentioned  the  appointments  of  head  lambard&rs,  the  writing, 
distribution,  and  realization  of  the  price  of  statements  of  holdings,  the 
assessments  of  gardens,  remissions  on  well  leases,  and  the  investigation 
ofma&fis. 

The  charge  of  the  settlement,  in  addition  to  that  of  Delhi,  had  been 
Digtribution  of  work  be-    entrusted  to  Mr.  Maconachie,  with  Mr.  Wilson 
tween  the  Settlement  Officer    as  his  assistant  in  the  joint  charge.    It  seemed 
and  his  aasistant.  best,for  the  progress  of  the  work,  that  Mr.  Wilson 

should  have  his  head-quarters  at  Gurgaon,  and  should  confine  his 
attention  to  the  work  of  that  district, }  taking  immediate  charge  of  all 
the  subordinate  establishment.  .  All  vernacular  reports  were  submitted 
to  him  by  the  Superintendents,  and  he  passed  orders  on  them  without 
reference  to  the  Settlement  Officer,  whose  time  was  necessarily  much 
occupied  with  Delhi  affairs.  Ordinary  correspondence  too  in  the  English 
Office  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Wilson  directly  in  the  name  of  the 
Settlement  Officer,  reference  being  made  to  Delhi  in  any  matter  of 
impoi-tance,  or  one  involving  question  of  principle.  The  main  burden 
of  the  work  thus  fell  on  the  Assistant  Settlement  Officer ;  the  Settlement 
Officer  at  the  same  time  maintained  his  responsibility  for  every  thine 
done  in  the  di^trict,  and  free  play  was  given  to  allow  of  the  unimpeded 
progress  of  the  work.  On  the  whole  the  arrangement  worked  well, 
though  towards  the  end  it  was  found  advisable  for  the  Settlement  Officer 
himself  to  bring  direct  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Superintendents  to  hasten 
the  termination  of  proceedings,  the  more  so  as  Mr.  Wilson  was  on  leave 
for  three  months,  from  August  to  October  1879.  On  the  other  hand,  for 
nearly  the  same  period  in  1878,  he  had  to  sustain  singly  the  burden  of 
both  Settlements  during  the  abseuce  o£Mr«  Maconachie  on  privilege  leave. . 
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The  plan  of  fairing  the  record  adopted  in  this  district  was  to  make 

«,      ^M  '  1    *v'       ^      the  first  faired  copy  the  patw^ris'  and  the 
Pl«ioffsirlngtherecotd8.     ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  .^-^gj^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

After  completing  the  work  in  this  way  it  still  seems  better  than  making 
the  first  oopy  that  of  the  Record  Ofiice,  and  then,  as  a  secondary  afiair, 
sapplying  the  patwILri  subsequently  with  his  papers.    In  Qurgaon  both 
copies  are  alike,  and  are  alike  attested  by  the  Superintendents,  and  the  * 
signature  of  the  Settlement  Officer,  so  that  each  may  be  considered  as 
a  primary  evidence.     Tet  in  case  of  any  conflict  on  any  unimportant 
point,  preference  should  ordinarily  be  given  to  the  patw&ris  copy  : 
difference  on  any  point  of  importance  is,  it  is  believed,  impossible. 
The  system  of  check  was  thorough,  perhaps  even  too  much  so,  but 
interference  in  a  matter  like  this,  where  quite  a  professional  etiquette 
and  prejudice  exists,  is  very  difficult,  and  apt  to  prove  dangerous. 
After  some  time  indeed,  and  when  the  style  of  work  produced  hM  been 
pretty  well  ascertained,  it  was  found  possible  to  diminish  the  number 
of  checks  made  in  the  tahsils  to  only  one,  which  was  called  the 
Superintendent's  "  jdnch/'    After  this  all  the  papers,  the  rough  and  faired 
alike,  were  sent  to  the  Extra  Assistant,  who  nad  a  special  establishment 
of  muharrirs  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  final  check.     During  the 
later  period  of  the  fairing  work,  this  establishment  was  moved  from  one 
tahsil  to  another  as  the  progress  of  the  papers  made  it  advisable.    The 
system  of  check,  as  at  present  practised,  is  a  somewhat  cumbrous  one,  • 
but  a  sudden  change  in  such  an  important  part  of  settlement  procedure 
might  be  dangerous.    One  good  check  would  seem  sufficient  for  all 
purposes,  provided  it  be  independent.    The  Superintendents,  however, 
would  have  been  frightened  at  this,  and  would  have  demurred  that  their 
confidence  in  the  correctness  of  the  papers  could  not  in  this  way  have 
been  secured,  so  that  a  compromise  was  the  only  practicable  plan  of 
working,  and  the  result  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.    There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  the  Gurgaon  record  a  very  fairly  correct  one.    The 
fairing  of  the  patw&ris'  copy  was  done  by  the  more  intelligent  patw&ris 
themselves,  and  by  agents  appointed  for  the  others.    The  fairing  of  the 
Becord  Office  copy,  being  plain  and  simple,  was  given  out  on  contract 
by  piece-work  under  the  close  and  personal  supervision  of  the  Superin- 
tendents.   This  is  really  not  so  much  an  innovation  as  it  seems,  as  for 
the  most  part  all  writing  work  in  the  Settlement  is  done  strictly 
according  to. a  quantity  fixed  for  the  day  or  month.    A  man  on  Rs.  15 
a  month  as  amuharrir  gets  his  wages  only  when  he  does  the  full 
amount  of  work  fixed  as  his  monthly  minimum.    So  that  all  or  most  of 
such  work  is  really  piece-work.      The  difference  between  this  and 
contract  piece-work  lies  in  the  different  degree  of  closeness  of  supervision 
which  may  or  may  not  obtain  under  the  two  systems. 

Experience  in  Ourgaon  shows  that  with  good  supervision,  and  a 
Contract  work  may  be    f^^  ^^  ^^^  down  at  starting  as  to  style  and 
good  in  fairing  if  the  taper-    other  points  of  writing,  very  fair  work  may  be 
liaioniagood.  obtained  under  contrwt^  and  there  is  almost 

certainly  the  advantage  of  economy  and  speed.  Of  course,  if  this  made 
the  papers  bad  and  incorrectly  written,  nothing  couli  be  said,  but  so 
tax  as  the  check  of  the  Government  copy  shows,  this  is  not  the  case. 
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After  all  it  is  generally  easier  to  make  a  oorreet  copy  than  ati  incorrect 
one,  and  no  gross  examples  of  bad  work  have  been  discovered.  It  will 
be  interesting  .n  this  respect  to  compare  notes  with  the  experience 
derived  in  Delhi,  where  the  plan  of  fairings ia  almost  the  same  as  in 
Gurgaon.  The  Record  Office  copy  was  begun  about  October  1878,  when 
the  patwAris'  copy  was  well  advanced,  and  eventually  was  finished 
not  much  behind  the  latter. 

There  seems  little  diflterence  in  the  quality  of  the  work  in  the 
different  tahsils,  though  some  trouble  was  experienced  in  winding  up 
the  work  of  Rewdri,  and  of  Nuh.  Illness  was  a  real  cause  of  delay  on 
all  sides,  but  it  was  not  made  more  of  than  facts  warranted.  Palwal, 
the  last  tahsil,  was  clear  at  the  beginning  of  October  1879.  There  was 
some  doubt  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  establishment,  a  great  part  of 
which,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  number  of  pending  settlements,  had  to 
come  under  reduction.  The  best  men  were  drafted  off  to  Hoshifirpur 
and  Sirsa. 

Section  95. — Protective  leases  for  wells  were  given  under  the  pro- 
Protectiveleaeegfor  wella  ^^^^^s  of  the  Circular  of  the  Board  of  Adminis- 
tration, Punjab,  No.  41  of  1850,  to  which  atten- 
tion was  called  by  Secretary  Government  Punjab's  No.  546,  dated 
3rd  April  1861.  Under  it  protection  from  levy  of  the  irrigated 
land-rate  was  to  be  given  for  20  years  in  the  case  of  new  wells,  and 
for  10  years  where  au  old  well  had  fallen  out  of  use  and  had  been 
repaired.  For  cuts  from  rivers  and  jhils  from  5  to  10  years  according 
to  the  sums  expended  on  the  work.  By  a  reference  to  Government  it 
was  decided  that  the  date  of  the  letter  of  1861,  above  quoted,  should 
be  the  earliest  limit  for  leases  now  taken  out ;  that  is.  to  say,  if  any 
protective  leases  had  been  taken  out  after  1858,  when  Gurgaon  came 
into  the  Punjab,  and  before  1861,  the  owners  of  them  would  be  entitled 
to  dry  assessment,  otherwise  protection  was  to  be  claimed  ouly  for 
works  constmcted  after  the  issue  of  the  orders  in  the  latter  year. 
Practically,  however,  this  proved  unimportant,  as  no  one  cared  greatly 
to  apply  for  protection,  and  Government  had  already  noticed  the  facL 
It  was  further  directed  that  exemption  extended  only  to  wells  eon- 
Btructed  of  masonry,  and  not  those  of  a  temporaiy  nature. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  wells  dealt  with 
under  these  provisions  in  each  tahsil  during  settlement: — 
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1    1  Tenant. 

Palwal 

106 

1,816  ' 

12   3    ft   ' 

t 

(  «8  2¥o|jH0lon. 

<     1  Proprietor  ancl  tenant. 

(    «fiei&Bta 

Bewiri 

i 
88 

I 

1 

1 

JW   ft   7 

1 

(  Bl  Proprieton. 

K    «  FtofSdetors  and  tenants. 

i    1  Tenant 

Total    ... 

616 

6,8« 

18    1    2 

.  482  PRyprieton. 

•  18  Proprietora  and  tenants 

.    21  Tenants. 

It  ^^vin  be  «i(fti(5od  <iiat  «oai^  ^  tbe  ieages  were  given  to  tenants 
^tb€Mr  Bi<me«Mtitig  in  oonoeit  mtih  iftie  proptricrtoTSof  tbe  luids  ihey 
f&ML  hk  Pitmi  2  of  these  eases  wece  ef  ttenafnt8^«t-Will,  «n  ibe  otbers 
tenattte  i»4tli  rij^^eeenpaMcy:.  Tbe  ngbt<of  tenants  <to  sink  wells  in 
Gui^gaon  is  referred  to  in  the  printed  selections  from  the  records  of 
tShe  oflice  ef  the  iSnandlia  Commisfiiioner,  Ka  2CLIf ,  1971 


fiMltiimW.'-'4Ii%>bo«^      3i»p  and  ib%  meoompeaxgia^  khasmh 

ttpeQidt%oaMi2p  initti  dine  .aettlenuBt  recovd, 

taemda^  filft  and  ma^    fii*:tom  asepttBatedUe,  as^direotadiin  Abe  soles 

J  u—s,  ««a^  ^^  ^  j^  ^^  -BiGBsiatartcd,  dffid  an  gseat 
ajwMtth)  tJDm|)lletgd,  by  ifc.  O^Bpien :  toaiMBB  of  the  fcomriary  mam  imce 
aeMkto<3kiptiidaWilinis,a3q^  fiemnueSitrviey 

ftirty  %i!9^hich(tIi^d]0trM  iraasweaaofad  in ithe reasons /16734o  1876^ 
imiailtat'Ofiaer  ialrisiiBiiNudwpodbi  tn  il87S-74  taiid  1674^^  Mated 
Hattt  the  %e«Badaiy  anaps  wwed  oodlent,  and  itbe  ihsat  'svbiohiie^bad 
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Section  97.— The  bound  settlement  records  filed  for  each  village 
General  account  of  record.      consists  of  the  following  papers  :— 

1.  The  title  page  and  list  of  papers. 

2.  The  field  register  or  fchasrah,  accompanied  by — 

3.  The  field  map  or  shajrah,  placed  in  a  packet  at  one  end  of 

the  volume. 

4.  The  tender  of  engagement. 

5.  An  Index  to  the  khewat  khatauni. 

6.  The  khewat  khatauni  or  the  register  of  the  rights  aiid 

liabilities  of  the  owners  and  occupiers. 

7.  The  statement  of  proprietary  tenure. 

8.  An  Index  to  the  well  statement. 

9.  The  well  statement. 

10.  The  statement  of  ponds  and  tanks  used  for  irrigation. 

1 1.  The  list  of  revenue  assignments, 

12.  The  list  of  judicial  cases  decided  in  the  Settlement  Courts. 

13.  The  village  Administration  Paper. 

14.  The  final  pibceeding. 

Section  98. — The  title  page  and  list  of  papers  includes  also  a  sum- 
mary of  the  chief  fuets  relating  to  the  estate. 
Title  page.  g^^j^  ^  ^^^  assessment  circle  in  which  it  was 

included,  the  amount  and  method  of  distribution  of  the  jama,  the  form 
of  proprietary  tenure,  the  names  of  the  village  ofiicers,  and  of  the 
settlement  officers,  under  whose  supervision  the  record  was  compiled. 

Section  99, — The  field  reSgister  or  khasrah  is  in  the  form  prescribed 
in  the  rules  under  the  Land  Revenue  Act,  and 
Field  register.  ^^^g  ^^^^  ^^  f^^.  ^^^  ^^^^^  remark. 

Section  100. — The  field  map  or  shajrah  was  prepared  on  the  same 
Field  map  and  compari-    scale  as  the  boundary  map,  viz.,  16  inches  to 
son  of  settlement  and  survey    the  mile.    In  a  few  villages  it  was  drawn  on 
measurements.  double  this  scale;  this  was  found  necessary  in 

some  estates,  of  which  the  lands  stretched  down  into  jhils :  here  the 
people  Jiad  very  generally  divided  their  lands  into  very  long  and  very 
narrow  fields,  stretching  from  the  higher  to  the  lower  parts  of  the 
estate,  so  that  all  would  suffer  and  gain  alike,  as  the  waters  rose  and 
fell.  The  cultivated  fields  are  uncoloured,  but  distinguishing  lines  of 
color  are  drawn  around  the  fields  irrigated  from  wells,  or  naturally 
flooded :  the  cultiirable  waste  is  coloured  with  a  green  wash,  the  uncul- 
iurable  waste  with  neutral  tint,  and  the  village  site,  pools,  wells, 
boundary  pillars,  roads  graveyards,  water-course,  &c.,  are  separately 
denoted.  I  may  add  that  the  result  of  the  comparison  of  the  Settlement, 
with  the  Revenue  Survey  areas  was  reported  in  my  No.  267  of 
8th  September  1877;  the  Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's 
letter  to  Government,  No.  1216  of  5tli  December  1877,  remarked  that 
the  comparison  showed  that  the  Settlement  measurements  were  on  the 
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whole  VBry  trustworthy.  In  27  villages  the  comparison  led  to  correc- 
tions of  the  settlement  maps. 

Section  101. — The  tender  of  engagement  for  the  revenue  is  signed 

by  the  headmen  of  the  village  on  their  own 

Tender  of  engagement.        p^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  owners  of  the 

estate.  On  the  back  of  it,  is  an  order  by  the  Settlement  Officer  accepting 
the  tender,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government,  and 
specifying  the  date  from  which  the  new  assessment  would  be  collected, 
and  the  instalments  in  which  it  would  be  paid. 

Section  102. — ^The  Index  to  the  khewat  khatauni  gives  the  names 
of  all  the  owners  and  tenants  arranged   in 
Indextokhewatkhatanni.    alphabetical  order,  and  refers  to  the  number 
and  page  of  the  khewat  khatauni  in  which  the  names  occur. 

Section  103. — The  khewat  khatauni  or  register  of  rights  and 

liabilities  is  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  rules 

Khewat  khatauni.  ^^^^j.  ^y^^  ^^n^j  Revenue  Act.    The  general 

order  laid  down  for  the  entries  in  this  paper  was  the  following:— ^ 

1«^.  The  owner's  cultivation. 

2nd.  Cultivation  of  occupancy  tenants. 

3rd.  Cultivation  of  tenants-at-will. 

Uk,  Dholi  and  Bhonda  lands. 

bth.  Lately  abandoned,  if  not  included  in  any  holding. 

6th.  Gardens. 

7th.  Culturable  waste. 

Sth.  Unculturable  waste. 

dth.  Lapsed  revenue  free  plots. 

10^.  Plots  owned  by  owners,  not  having  a  share  in  the  village. 

llth.  Revenue  free  plots. 

12tK  Government  properties. 

The  names  of  the  owners  are  given  according  to  the  order  noted 
in  the  statement  of  proprietary  tenure.  In  the  column  of.  remarks  are 
noted  special  facts  affecting  individual  holdings,  such  as  arrangements 
between  the  co-sharers  as  to  the  cultivation,  terms  of  mortgages,  notes 
as  to  the  special  tenures  of  particular  plots,  &c. 

Section  104. — The  statement  of  proprietary  tenure  and  pedigree  is, 

in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules,  under  the 

^tetementof  piopnetary    ^anj  Revenue  Act     The  pedigree  table,  of 

course,  gives  the  names  of  the  owners  according 
to  seniority  of  descent,  proceeding  from  right  to  left  where  the  owners 
belong  to  different  tribes  and  gets,  or  descend  from  ancestors,  who  have 
.  settled  at  different  times,  the  names  are  arranged  with  reference  to — 

let.    Tribes. 
2nd.    Gots. 

3rd    Date  of  settling.  ' 
ith.    Alphabetical  order. 
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Kames  of  pwrchasoT*  aad  otiiet  hoMeiS  of  derivative  owneisbip 
ure  entered  opposite  the  name  of  the  owner  from  whMi  the  propwty 
was  derived. 

Section  105.— ?rfie  tnd'ex  to  the  well  statement  gives  tfie  names  of 
tlie  wells  alphabetically  arrangBd  a»d  refew  to 
Indek  to  weU  statement,      y^^.  ^m^ber  amd  page  of  the  w«ll  statement. 

SkePien  I'06.*^'^e  well-  stotement  is  in  the  form-  p^en  M  tilt 
^      ,,  .^.        .  i*i^lie»  ii«(*et  the  Land  Re^v^BrtW  A4t  "Wifli  At 

lleweUBtitteinent  ^ditffttl'ef  four    ColuttlfiS  ^MCtiOMd   I^T   Ite 

Financial  Coixmussioner  in  his  Secretary's  letteus  Nos.  91  of  4tli 
J^anuany  i9to',  «nxf  6*4  of  itd  Febnmry  1875. 

The  additiosat  ooIabbus  show  -^ 

1.    Kind  6f  wait^,  {(  dr,  afwe^, 
salt  or  brackish. 


&    Lands  attlnAed  to^  w^ 
(  Mifthita  Gha&. ) 


{.  e.,  detail  and  ai^  of  Iklftliefields 
attached  to  the  wdly  wkathtr  or 
not  irrigated  in  the  year  ofmoasore- 
tnent,  or  aH  capable  of  Hot  of 
irrigation  in  on^  yeAK 

«      4  n      r-    '^L'      [  i.  g.,  the  area   treated  ds  CapaUe 

3.    Area  capable  of  uragation- 1  ^^  irrigation   in  one   year,   and 

/IT  v^  T®  ^^^v  1   iibetefore  assessed  at  inigated  rates 

(Kaba «hpashi.)  ^  j^  ftamin gttie  ^age  assessments. 

{i.  6.^  the  fields  with  their  area 
actttally  fband  irrigated  a4>  ihe  time 
of  the  Seitl^neni  measopsments. 

Section  107. — The  st^tetnent'df  ponds  and  tanks  used  fot  irrigation 
8tatomciit  of  ponds  nel     requires   no   special  notice:  it   is   generally 
tanks.  blank. 

Section  108.— The  list  of  revenue  free   assijgnments   and   the 
LUt  of  revenue  free  assign-    statement  of  judicial  decisions,  are  also  to  be 
ments  and    statement  of    in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  rules,  and  do  nok 
judicial  decisions.  ^^  f^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

^     Section  109.— In  the  Final  Proceeding  there  is  a  brief  recital  of 

The  Final  Pix>ceoding.        «^^  ^^^  <?f  the  ppeparatiofi  of  the  record, 
and  also  a  ilotiee  of  the  result  of  tber  eonnpfttiifon 
of  the  settlement  aifeas  with  those  of  the  Professional  Surveys    B 
contidnsr  six  £f6ctions,  dealing  respectively  with— • 

1.  The  adjustment  of  boundaries. 

2.  The  Settlement  and  Professional  Surveys,  and  the  results  of ' 

the  comparison  between  the  two. 

3.  Assignments  of  revenue. 

4.  The  former  settlements. 
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5.  TlM  denM«[  oftbe  frmsiimtAluaMt,  wjth  $  aotice  of  ih& 
amount  postponed  on  account  of  protective  loasee. 

9,  The  ttttestatiw  of  ihe  docvoieats  xumpesin^  the  Record 
ii  JE^ghta  and  the  jaotificatioos  under  which  theeSettle- 
ment  was  effected. 

Jkoti^m  llA^Zhe  Tfitti^;0«dmuualratiM  mmt  Mm  d»wn  up  au4 
TiieadBiiiirttatumMMr.    ^^^\»  which  received  the  gjMWBftl  ^^^ 

the  Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's 
letter  Ho.  1374  &  of  Stii  Mardhl«7«.  It  is  ifividediiitafoar  chapters, 
thus>- 

Chapter     L— ^^SaSooB  of  the  ,owTxers  to^^bvetimieiit; 
C9uipter   II.— Belations  of  the  owners  towards  one  another^ 
Chapter  III.— Relations  of  the  owners  to  noB<K>wner8^ 
Chapter  lY. — ^Tillage  officers  and  servants^ 


Chaptbb  L^-^JMatiom  cfiAe  mmem  to  ffammment 

Se4ien  1.— Redtev  4ibe  amovmt  'Of  tiie  iami  and  4he  inatabnents  in 
which  and  the  party  t3  whom  it  is  paid,  whether  to  Qavemment  or  a 
j<gird&r.  In  villages  to  which  the  condition  as  to  remisaion  in  .case  of 
more  than  10  per  ceni  of  cultivated  and  fallow  area^  being  submesged 
applies,  lilie  conditioo  will  be  veeited  in  this  dause^ 

Secticm  2.— Recites  ihe  existing  cesses  and  liie  power  of  Qovem- 
ment  to  alter  and  increase  them  and  to  make  rules  as<  to  their  payment. 

Section  3. — ^Recites  obligation  of  owners  to  take  up  additions  to  the 
Qovemment  demand  on  account  of  alluvion,  &c.,  and  also  recites  any 
sttfiSB  payable  by  the  vJUa^  in  addition  to  the  <3k)veraiitent  jafoi  and 
cesses,  e.  g.,  their  obligation  arising  from  agjKeemeixt  tp  owtiibute  ta 
the  expense  of  maintaiDing  an  em&nkment. 

Section  4.— Giv.es  a  detail  of  all  Qovemment  lands,  recites  rights  of 
€k>vemment  in  minea  of  metal  and  kankar,  «nd  to  stones  from  beds  of 
tHittiih»M  from  hitbk 


CHAPTEft  JL—Sdati^nBiiftke  owners  tovxiria  one  anoiher. 

Aie^vm  5.<^G(mstitAtionf  of  th^  village  and  mode  of  payment  of 
jam&  and  cesses,  also  of  any  extra  payments  mentioned  in  Section  Sand 
of  a  fine  imposed  on  Ihe  whole  village. 

Section  6. — ^ABuvion  and  diluvion^^Bides  as  to  boundaries  of 
▼^age,  as  teewmei^p  of  lands  gained  4)r  loat^  and  as  to  distidbution 
of  jaml  .  ^ 

jtMtfoH  y.Pi>4;iaiMnoai  iMd,  its  jMnagMnrnt  aind  ifbe  w joyment  of 
the  income. 

a3 
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Chapter  III. — Eelations  of  owners  to  Non-^vmers, 

Section  21. — General  customs  as  to  the  mode  of  taking  rents  in  kind, 
omitting  all  matters  which  would  ordinarily  be  the  subject  of  special 
agreement. 

Section  22. — Rights  of  tenants  as  to  breaking  waste. 

Section  23. — Rights  of  tenants  as  to  irrigation  from  wells,  jhlls  and 
embankments. 

Section  24.— Rights  of  non-owners  as  to  manure. 

Section  25. — Rights  of  non-owners  as  to  trees,  fSli  and  pula  (Zizy- 
phus  nummularia  and  miinj  grass). 

*  The. case  of  abandonment  bv  an  owner  in  balance  ia  provided  for  by  Act  XXXIII 
of  1871,  Sections  47  and  48. 


I 
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Section  8. — Partition  of  common  land  of  (a)  village,  (ft)  sub-divisions 
of  village,  (c)  owners. 

Section  9. — Re-division  of  the  village  and  re-adjustment  of  the 
revenue  with  agreement  in  such  case  to  respect  protective  leases. 

Section  10. — Custom   of  pdnapalat    or    periodical  exchange    of  i 

holdings  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  lands,  subject  to  the 
custom,  are  held. 

Section  11. — Management  of  lands  abandoned  by  proprietors,  not 
in  balance,  and  the  conditions  on'which  such  lands  are  held.* 

Section  12. — Claims  of  owners  with  reference  to  lands  taken  up 
for  public  purposes  and  to  lands  given  back  by  Government. 

Section  13. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  the  village  site  and  hous€» 
built  thereon. 

Section  14. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  manure. 

Section  15. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  trees  in  lands  held  in  severalty 
and  jointly,  and  on  hill  lands  and  on  boundaries. 

Section  16. — Rights  of  owners  as  to  irrigation  from  wells,  jhils  and 
embankments. 

Section  17. — Special  customs  as  to  pre-emption. 

Section  18. — Customs  as  to  mortgage  not  included  in  the  Riwajiam 
and  not  being  such  as  would  depend  on  the  agreement  of  the  mortgagor 
and  future  mortgagee,  who  would  not  ordinarily  be  a  party  to  this 
administration  paper. 

Section  19. — Rights  of  owners  of  plots. 

Section  20. — Customs  as  to  mulbfi  or  village  expenses,  its  expendi- 
ture, audit  and  collection. 
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Section  26. — Rights  of  non -owners  as  to  non-agricultural  uses  of  the 
lands,  e.  g,,  constructing  bartons,  threshing  floors,  sugar  and  oil  presses, 
indigo  vats,  salt  pans,  &;c. 

Section  27. — Right  of  non-oWners  as  te, grazing: 

Section  28. — Right  of  non-owners  in  drinking  wells,  tanl^s,  &c. 

Section  29. — Adjustment  of  claims  of  cultivators  as  to  lands  taken 
up  for  public  purposes  or  lost  by  diluvioa. 

Section  30. — Rights  of  non-owners,  in  village  site  and  their  houses 
thereon,  with  mention  of  any  cess  levied. 


Chapter  IV. — ViUage  officers  and  servants. 

Section  31. — Recites  names  and  remuneration  of  zaild&r,  al£ 
lambard^r  and  lambard&rs,  and  also  provides  as  to  remuneration  of  an 
agent  .appointed  in  place  of  an  infant  or  aged  lambard^.  ^ 

Section  32. — Recites  the  name  and  remuneration  of  the  patw&ri. 

Section  33. — Recites  the  name  and  remuneration  of  the  chaukid&r, 
with  the  mode  of  collecting  his  pay,  and  reserves  the  right  of  the 
;Qiagistrate  to  make  new  regulations. 

Section  34. — Recites  the  customary  duties  and  services  of  the  village 
servants. 

Section  111. — The  record  of  tribal  custom  does  not  form  part  of 

TT,«  «-,««» ^*  4^-1^1  *,«-♦ the  village  settlement  record,  and  no  part  of  it 

Tne  record  of  tnbel  castom.     •         .       ^  .  i    i    i  o  •    i      j  i 

has  been  incorporated  by  reference  into  the 

village  administration  papers.    A  very  full  and  interesting  account  of 

this  paper  written  by  Mr.  Wilson  will  be  found  among  the  appendices 

of  this  report. 

Section  112. — The  following  remarks  on  some  of  the  entries  in  the 
Some  entries  in  the  ad-    administration  paper  have  been  furnished  by 
ministration  paper.  Mr.  Wilson : — 

One  of  the  questions  put  to  the  proprietors  regarding  their 
Bedistribution  of  land  customs  and  rights  among  themselves  was, 
whether  they  could  claim  redistribution-  of 
their  land.  As  a  general  rule,  the  reply  was  "no,"  but  in  some 
cases,  even  where  the  land  is  entered  as  owned  separately  by  the 
proprietors,  they  said  occasion  might  arise  in  which  redistribution 
could  be  claimed.  This  is,  however,  so  much  opposed  to  the  com- 
mon custom,  and  so  difBcult  to  carry  out  without  undue  injury  to 
individuals,  that  the  courts  should  require  clear  proof  of  the  custom 
before  allowing  it. 

At  the  last  settlement  the  proprietors  of  many  viHages  found  their 

_  1.    .      .     ^      assessment  so  high  that  they  were  glad  to  get 

T^^r^o^^i!^  tenants  to  join  them  in  working  5ie  viUage, 

and  allowed  them  to  share  in  all  the  profits.  oC 
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the  hrm  on  oonditidn  of  sharing  aQ  the  lom.  In  most  eases  these  m^ 
were  recorded  as  hereditary  tenantB,  w  as  tenant  Utetmtddra  sheriiig 
io  the  profit  and  loss,  but  often  they  were  reeorded  as  ordinary  non- 
hereditaiy  tenants.  The  asaessmento  now  are  jproporUonatdy  much 
lighter  and  the  value  of  land  mach  higher  than  it  was,  and  the 
proprietors  of  mosi  of  sach  villages  have  seised  the  opportunity  of  the 
ex|Mty  of  the  setUemeat  to  get  rid  of  these  partners  and  to  assume  all 
the  responsibilities  and  all  the  advantagea  of  the  frras  thenMelyes. 
They  have  been  allowed  to  dq  8o>  as  it  appeared  ciear  tlMiitthoee  tenants 
were  only  in  the  position  of  joint  {iumera  for  the  terin  of  settlement, 
and  that  tiie  proprietors  had  the  right  to  resume  all  their  rights  when  a 
new  settlement  oegan* 

In  250  villa^,  up  to  the  present  settlementi  the  j^roprietors  had 
tenants  sharing  with  them  in  the  profit  and  loss  of  the  farm.  In  242  of 
these  they  have  v^w  tfcemselvea  assumed  the  whole  liabilities  and 
reduced  their  foivier  partneia  to  the  posifeiQB  of  tsBaata  only,  and  in  8 
the  tenants  stUl  ahsne  the  pvoftt  and  loss. 

The  miual  condition  reoorcksd  regarding  aheoonded  proprieters  is  to 
Al-QODaed  vioFleta.,.       fteJoUowing  effect:-"  If  a  proprietor  abscond 
-  leaving  no  axrear  of  revenue,  but  havine  made 

BO  arrangement  fbr  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  first  his  near  rdations 
(kardbcUi),  iK.,hB,Ye  the  right  to  cultivate  it.  If  within  the  period 
of  Kfnitatioii  any  abaconded  or  absentee  proprietor  claim  hia  share,  he 
will  be  entiUed  to  receive  his  land  on  paying  all  losses." 

In  some  villages  it  has  been  added  that  he  will  take  his  sbajre  after 
reckoning*  for  all  profits  and  losses,  and  in  others  it  is  stated  that  he 
will  take  nis  share  without  any  such  account.  I  doubt  whether  there 
is  any  clear  custom,  on  this  matter  which  would  bind  the  Courts  to  give 
a  decision  in  accordance  with  it  without  further  enquiry.  Such  cases 
should  perhaps  be  decided  eadi  on  its  merits  according  to  equity. 

Section  113.— I  noted  in  para.  1,  that  paragraph  (or  as  I  find  them 

romitted^  ^^^  ^^^^^  section)  118  would  be  written  by 

^  ^*  Mjt,  Maconachie.    On  return  from  furlough,  I 

find  that  this  has  been  overlooked*  and  as  my  Memo,  on  the  subjeet  has 

been  lost,  I  do  not  know  to  what  tiie  paragraph  was  to  have  related. 

Secticm  114.— It  is  very  common  for  an  individual  proprietor,  and 
nawi  tenure.  ^^  ^^^^  80  for  a  wholc  village  eommunity, 

to  set  apart  a  small  piece  of  land,  usually  two 
or  three  bigas,  to  be  held  rent-free  for  the  benefit  of  some  temple, 
moflque  or  shrine,  or  to  give  a  piece  of  land  on  similfur  favorable 
terms  to  a  pandit  or  other  person  of  a  Teligio^s  order.  Such  a  grant 
is  called  a  doUi  and  the  holder  a  dohUddr.  They  have  been  recorded 
as  such  in  the  settlement  record  with  a  note  giving  in  detail  the  terms 
on  which  the  land  is  held.  So  long  as  the  purposes  for  which  the 
grant  was  made  are  carried  out,  it  cannot  be  resumed ;  but  should  the 
holder  grossly  feil  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  proprietors 
can  eject  him  and  put  in  some  one  else  under  a  like  tenure.  There  are 
doWitenures  in  517  of  the  1,264  villagee  of  the  district,  and  the  IttW 
so  held  amounts  to  8,704  acres. 
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SuUon  llS.«-«fhe  hkonda  is,  like  ilie  ddkli,  a  grant  of  a  few  bigas 

$1ioiicUi  tooiiiw,  ^^  ^^'^  rent-free.     The  principal  diArenoe 

is  (bat^  while  the  Benrice  ft>r  which  the  dokli 
is  granted  is  tDinething  diractly  connected  with  i^Iigira,  the  bkonda 
is  given  fbr  some  eeootar  Mnrioe,  such  as  the  duties  of  the  vilhige 
watchman  (chaukiddr)  or  messenger  (buldhir).  The  bhmidaddr  luis 
been  recorded  as  such|  with  a  detau  of  the  conditi<»is  of  his  holding. 
He  may  be  ejected  w  failate  to  fulfil  these  oonditioQ%  and  perhaps  in 
some  cases  at  the  will  of  the  proprietors.  It  is  simply  an  old'*fashioned 
mode  of  paying  for  senrices.  There  ave  Monoid  tennrss  in  HiO  of  the 
i>864  Tillsges  of  tho  distriot^  and  the  area  held  under  the  tenure 
amounts  tp  ((,990  acres, 

Shctim  110.— In  some  yUlsg^  a  tenure  is  found  which  is  neither 
ri^ii^*,^.^^^^^^    ^^^  proprietaiy  tenure  nor  hereditary  tenancy, 

J!wSSt!3^S  t^^*  ^t^^*  *l^«  ^^"^    I*  IscaUedmiliWya* 

mahduda^  ''limited  proprietary  right, ^  or 
milkiyat  AVMi  maqhOaa,  «  ownership  of  the  land  held.*'  Its  di^inguish- 
ing  feature  is  that,  while  the  propnetor  has  full  proprietary  right  over 
the  land  he  occnpieSb  he  has  no  eowesponding  share  in  the  common 
land  and  common  income  of  the  Tillage,  and  is  therefore  hardly  a 
member  of  the  village  community  proper.  Such  tenures  usually 
originate  in  a  gift  or  sale  of  a  portion  of  land  only,  the  rights  attached 
having  been  specially  reserved  at  the  time  of  the  transfer.  Gifts  to 
religious  institutions  and  gifts  to  illegitimate  children  are  usually  of 
tUs  description.  There  are  190  villages  in  the  district  in  which  suQh 
tenures  are  fbund;^  and  tb0  total  area  tlhus  held  amounts  to  ^fiS2 
aeres. 

AMionc  llT.-'The  eustom  oi  periodical  ax^ianM  of  lands,  known 
^  .  ^  ,      ^  .in  this  district  as  pdnjopaM  (from  pdna^  a 

iJSSSipSS^^  "^  block  of  land,  and  paial,  change),  prevails  in 
several  villages  of  the  Rew&ri  tahsil,  and  a  few 
of  Qurgaon.  The  owners  of  the  village,  or  mora  usually  of  a  sub- 
division of  the  villsge^  owning  their  land  in  common^  divide  it  into 
several  blocks  (pdna)  which  different  bodies  of  them  cultivate 
separately,  exchanging  blocks  at  the  end  of  a  fixed  period,  each  body  of 
pioprietora  enitivating  all  the  blocks  in  torn.  There  is  no  nniversally- 
aeted-on  period ;  sometimes  it  is  S  or  4  or  6  years,  and  sometimes  in  the 
same  Tillage  are  fimnd  two  diflforent  periods  acted  on.  So  sometimes 
there  are  2,  sometimes  4,  smnetimes  8  blocks  belonging  to  the  same  set  of 
owners  and  exchanged  about  among  them.  ITsui^y  the  blocks  are 
£xed  and  separately  mariced  off,  and  simply  change  hands  in  regular 
Msegnised  turn  at  the  end  of  eadi  eneeessive  tieriod,  but  sometimes  the 
land  is  redifitrifaated,  fields  which  formed  one  block  l^ing  mixed  up  with 
^tds  that  formed  another  block.  Sometimea  the  Uocks  of  land  are* 
approximately  equal ;  sometimes  one  better  than  another ;  the  different 
sets  of  proprietors  taking  the  good  and  bad  blocks  in  turn.  Usually  the 
bteok  is  not  ^tivated  by  an  individnal  proprietor  but  by  a  number 
who  fither  cultivate  the  Uoek  in  eommim  or  divide  among  themselves 
by  lot  fbr  the  poriod  of  their  ooeupi^on.    GaMnlly  tha  body  of 
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proprietors  which  practise  this  custom,  besides  the  blocks  periodically 
exchanged,  hold  permanently  some  part  of  their  land  which  is  exempt 
from  the  custom.  A  proprietor,  occupying  for  the  time  a  block  of  this 
nature,  cannot  mortgage  or  sell  it,  but  may  transfer  his  share  in  the 
whole  land,  the  transferee  taking  his  place  and  becoming  bound  by  the 
.  custom  as  he  was. 

Strange  to  say  this  custom  is  not  dying  out.  Although  in  8 
of  the  36  villages  in  which  it  prevailed  at  the  revision  of  settlement  in 
1859  it  has  now  become  obsolete,  it  has  since  then  begun  to  be  practised 
in  33  new  villages,  and  is  now  acted  on  in  61  villages  of  Rewdri  tahsil. 
It  prevails  also  in  12  villages  of  Qurgaon  tahsil,  in  9  of  which  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  acted  on  at  the  time  of  last  settlement. 

Section  llS.—^In  addition  to  the  boundary  file  and  the  settlement 
Rough  papers  made  over    record,  the  foUovriug  papers  have  been  made 
to  District  Office.  over  to  the  district  office : — 

1.  The  file  of  attestation  of  the  khewat  khatauni,  which  is  m 

ft  book  form. 

2.  The  file  of  the  distribution  of  the  revenue. 

3.  The  file  of  enquiry  into  the  rights  of  tenants  mentioned  in 

para.  310. 

4.  The  rough  Wfijib-ul-arz  or  administration  paper. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  letter  from 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner  to  Commissioner  Delhi,  No.  1037, 
of  21st  February  1879,  the  signatures  of  the  attesting  parties  on  the 
faired  W6jib-ul-arz  and  other'papers  are  copies  of  the  originals.  If  at 
*  any  time  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  W£jib-ul-arz  are  disputed,  on  the 
'  ground  that  they  were  not  properly  attested,  the  file  of  its  preparation 
should,  I  think,  be  examined  belbre  a  decision  is  given  against  the 
record. 

The  attestation  of  the  khewat  khatauni  was  generally  conducted 
either  in  the  village  itself  or  at  some  large  central  village  not  far 
off. 

Section  119. — During  the  mutiny  the  district  record  office  and 
fill  the  tahsil  record  offices,  except  that 
co^X^iTt^'rlZf  Of  Rew^  were  burned;  and  in  them  were 
destroyed  the  settlement  records  of  the  district, 
except  those  of  Rewdri  and  a  part  of  the  records  of  what  was  then 
tahsil  Sohna.  After  the  mutiny  an  Mtempt  was  made  to  restore  the 
•village  records  partly  on  the  basis  of  such  records  that  had  been  saved 
either  in  the  above  offices  or  by  patwdris,  and  partly  on  the  basis  of  a 
new  measurement  and  attestation.  These  new  records  were  drawn 
up  hastily  and  were  often  very  incorrect :  the  work  was  ordered  by 
Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  307  of  19th  April  1858,  but  the 
completion  of  the  work  was  never  reported  to  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner, nor  was  the  record  sanctioned  by  Government.  When  tlw  present 
settlement  commenced^  the  question  was  debated  of  the  efiect  of  the£»e 
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records  );9ith  reference  to  Section  6  of  Act  XXVIII  of  1868,  and 
Section  19  of  Act  XXXIII  of  1871.  It  was  finally  raled  that  although 
this  record  did  not  possess  the  force  of  a  record  of  a  regular  settlement 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Gbvernment  for  the  purposes  of  the  Punjab 
Tenancy  Act,  yet,  as  it  was  the  best  evidence  procurable  of  the  nature 
of  tenures,  it  should  not  be  lightly  set  aside,  but  that  the  person  who 
sought  to  correct  it  should  be  called  upon  either  to  prove  his  right  in  a 
suit,  or  should  procure  the  consent  of  the  other  parties  to  the  alterations 
he  proposed*  to  make  (Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner  to  Commis- 
sioner Delhi,  No.  51  of  4th  January  1875)  The  present  record  was 
compiled  in  accordance  with  these  instructions. 


CHAPTER  VII.— The  Assessment. 

Section  120.  —The  rules  under  the  Land  Revenue  Act  prescribe 

n^«— •!  — ^ ♦  «*  ^-^     that  such  portions  of  the  Assessment  Reports  as 

General  acconnt  of  pro-  ^^^    ^      >      -t  ^  i    r       r  x  r 

cess  followed.  are  likely   to  be  useful   for  luture  reference 

shall  be  incorporated  into  the  final  report. 
This  procedure  will,  in  the  case  of  the  present  report,  be  the  more  con- 
venient, because  in  accordance  with  what  I  then  understood  to  ba  the 
proper  course,  the  essential  character  of  my  assessment  was,  that  I  in 
the  first  instanc  3  framed  on  the  grounds  detailed  in  the  assessment 
reports,  the  rates  which  I  proposed  to  use  as^stsndard  rates  in  the  village 
assessments,  but  did  not  at  that  stage,  except  by  way  of  experiment  in 
particolar  villages,  assess  the  individual  estates  at  these  rates ;  and 
secondly,  when  these  rates  had  been  sanctioned,  I  then  proceeded  to 
assess  the  separate  estates,  using  the  sanctioned  rates  as  my  standards, 
but  modifying  them  with  reference  to  such  considerations  as  the  special 
character  of  the  soils  and  of  the  irrigation,  the  class  and  state  of  the 
owners,  the  weight  of  the  past  assessment,  the  increase  in  resources  since 
last  settlement,  the  special  character  of  the  cultivation,  the  proximity  of 
markets,  &c. :  in  framing  these  detailed  assessments  llield  myself  bound 
to  explain  in  the  village  note  books  my  reasons  for  raising  or  reducing 
the  standard  rates,  but  I  did  not  understand  that  I  was  bound  to  assess 
each  circle,  so  that  the  total  of  the  assessments  of  the  villages  included 
in  it  should  equal  the  result  of  the  application  of  the  standard  rates ; 
.  nor  had  I  contemplated  being  so  bound,  when  I  proposed  those  rates. 
My  assessment  then  of  any  particular  estate  is  based  firstly  on  the 
reasons  for  the  general  rates  of  the  circle  to  which  it  belongs,  which  will 
be  found  in  tho  extracts  from  the  assessment  reports,  and  secondly,  on 
the  reasons  for  the  special  modifications  of  those  rates  given  in  the 
village  note  book ;  and  district  officers  should  remember  that  the  terms 
of  comparison  employed  by  me  in  the  village  note  books  refer  as  a 
standard  to  the  description  of  the  circle  as  a  whole,  given  in  the  assess- 
ment report ;  thus  in  Circle  Hill  of  RewAri,  a  village  or  a  soil  may  rank 
as  average  or  superior^  which,  in  another  circle  would,  be  described  as 
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poor  or  bad  It  U  aot  aofflciMit  to  tak»  the  vilkga  note  booics  Aam, 
for  my  remftrks'  in  them  an  ^aaantially  explanatiouB  of  my  roaaoiu  for 
following  or  departing  from  di0  dfde  rateii,  for  whidi  the  gtmmda  ai« 
giren  in  ttie  aiseflfmeat  repoits  i  and  tiio  Tillagas  differ  io  gnatly  in 
their  eanabitities  fbr  ateeeutteiit^  thai  eapeoiaUy  in  tha  porlloas  of  th^ 
distriet  interbeeted  by  hils  and  flooded  by  the  sireama  wbieh  iisiM  from 
them,  the  ratei  have  generally  required  modifteation  ifi  one  ar  the  ^tfier 
dlreotion. 

000tjpH  ISl-^I  will  tbtnlore  fimt  ^ote  ni  piU  th^  amtmotiooa  f^r 

ment  leoeiTed.  ^be  Other  oistnctB  of  the  division,  and  were   • 

issued  with  letter  from  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment, to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commiseioner,  No.  1616  of  3rd  November 
1878,  and  then  proceed  to  give  for  each  tahsil  extracts  from  the  assess- 
ment reports,  showing  the  rates  propjosed,  the  rates  sanctioned,  and  the 
result  of  the  detailed  assessments,  with  a  general  account  of  the  causes, 
which  led  to  diJOTerenoes  between  theee  and  the  le^enue  rate  jamas. 

The  following  were  my  instruetions  &r  ■fMainmcaiti  ^ 

"  lu  aeqordaace  with  tbe  provisions  of  SeottDn  9  of  tli*  Pni^b 
Laiid  Rev^ua  Act  ISJl,  a^d  with  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Qovemot 
General  in  Council,  the  Hpnorai)!^  theliieut^tant  Qqv0roor  d.ef9ir68  th«t 
the  following  instructioas  be  oopvey^d  to  the  officer  i^  qbc^rge  of  th^^ 
aettlem^nt  pf  Qmgaon  district  regarding  the  principle  on  wbicb  th^ 
lai^d  reveaua  of  tjiat  district  i«  to  be  asse^sedi. 

1.  The  general  prinotple  of  assessment  to  be  feUowad  m^  that  thi^ 
Qovemment  demaad  for  land  f eveane  ebaU  not  eaqeed  th«  aatifiiated 
value  of  half  the  net  produce  of  an  nstate,  or  in  other  word/i,  we4ia!f  ^f 
the  share  of  the  prodaoe  of  an  aetata  ordinarily  raeeivjaUo  bf  tW  land- 
lord either  in  asoney  or  kind. 

S.  In  l^pplying  thia  piiuoipla  in  tht^  cwfi  of  the  disfoipt  Above 
nftmed,  where  produca  rente  pn^vail,  special  atjbention  sbould  be  giveA 
by  the  gettleajient  Offio^r  to  produca  e^imatafl. 

3t  In  estimating  the  land  revenue  demand,  th^  SeHleqieait  Officer 
will  take  i(ito  consideration  all  circumstance  directly  or  indirectiy 
bearing  upon  the  assessment,  such  aa  rent  rates^  where  mon^  rates 
exist,  U^e  habits  aod  character  of  thQ  neople,  the  proximity  of*  marts 
for  tiiQ  disposal  of  produce,  faailities  oi  communii^tion,  the  I|ieidenee 
of  past  aasessipents,  the  existence  of  prc^ts  from  gracing,  and  the  like. 
Thas0  md  oth^  considerfitious  Qiust  bo  ^owed  iheir  we^bt 


4.  Tkegrofli  assessmanta  &reaab  «9ttle«ieiM>  W^f  .toving  been 
framed  by  the  Settlement  Officer  on  tha  prli^laa  abav»  iiMii^ed, 
TOvenue  rates  en  soils  ma^  be  dedueed  thei^from,  indtb^  propos^ 
gross  assessment,  together  with  the  proposed  j»»venue  rafm^  must  be 
reported  to  the  Qovemment  for  pmUminaijr  ewctipn,  aii^d  i^,  wben 
sanctioned  by  tiie  I^ooai  Gevemiae»t,  form  the  Imk  of  assessment  of 
partiealar  estates  in  the  <kele;  bnfe  Ml  tho  sm^mm^  tab»  ulUinfrtfily 
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«dopie4  fall  oonaidenilioA  moai  \m  given  to  the  ipeeial  drotm^tMOM 
of  each  estate^  The  prind|>to  lakl  doir  B  in  Rok  I  is  to  be  obeeortodiii 
the  ttPOoaiTnfiiti  ir  each  caae,'' 


tlBSCL  PlLWAL. 


2.    &cfton  122.— The  north-weet  comer  of  the  tah^  19  tmady, 

^    '^1^   -- -     ***^  finrfttoe  of  the  country  uneven,  craned  hv 

,,^^:t(^ikBSSS:  broken  ridjee  of  sand  hfllocks,  geneni^ 
rannin^from  north-east  to  south-west,  with 
somewhat  better,  althou^  stiU  sandy  soOs,  lying  ki  the  k^wiBr  ground 
Ibetween  them.  Water  u  found  ai  depthe  Trying  from  13  feet  ie  49 
feet  The  weUs,  with  few  eQieepiioBs>  are  of  taasonry,  tile  chamcter  of 
the  soil  being  un&vorable  to  the  construction  of  katdii  wells  ;  66  per 
cent  ate  of  swisel,  1 1  per  cetti  of  hracknh,  &nd  21  per  cent  of  salt  water. 
The  staplfi  crops  i«e  hifiey  oH  the  well  lands;  barley  and  bodey  and 
gram  ob  the  bett«r  and  mofe  fkvombly  situated  nnirrigated  soils, 
while  btfra  and  isdtittA  psdses,  Which  am  prodnced  in  the  inferior 
onirrigated  hndsy  fpiesent  Soore  than  half  the  acr^e  of  the  trdct^ 
Cotton  occupies  aboai  «  tenth  of  the  cultivated  area.  This  tract 
containing  21  viUagsa  with  «n  area  of  14,758  acres,  forms  my  first 
assessment  circle  of  Chak  BtkiSti$t, 

1    Section  123.— Un  the  east  of  this  b  ja  stoaU  tract  which,  on 
rtu  V  Ti-i.^j  account  of  its  receiving  the  drainage  of  some 

fMmed  into  a  seomd  etodfo/^^^yhak  Dahf},— containing  9  villages  with 
fr  total  area  of  ldv479ae»ee.  The  geneml  character  of  the  soil  is  some- 
whftb  better  thaa  ia  Chak  BhaAsr ;  the  average  depth  of  the  wells  in 
theseveiaik  estates  M^ges  between  14  feet  and  25  feet,  the  average  of 
the  eiediB  being  Sft  feet ;  99  per  ceat.  are  nweet.  36  per  cent,  hraekish^ 
and  28  per  cent,  salt  As  itt  Ohak  Bhnder,  katcn&  welk  are  rarely  met 
with.  The  staple  crops  are  much  the  same  as  in  the  former  tract, 
ereept  that  wheat  is  m^iy  sown  on  tlie  Di^  lands,  and  the  propor* 
tion  of  the  b&jra  and  pulses  is  smafler. 

4.    Section  124i— It  is  ta  thv  nesi  cirale,  or  Chak  B&ngar,  that 
chik  BiBffiu'  *^®  iBhA  Owes  its  distinctive  character,  that 

^  '  of  a  level  ecapaose  of  good  consistent  loam, 

capable,  when  irrigated',  of  prodneifm  aliMel  every  descriptioa  of  crop. 
This  tract  extends  fvom  the  Delhi  botder  on  the  north  to  the  Mathra 
district  on  the  sen^  aAdfitorai  Chaks  Bhuder  and  Dtthti  and  tahcfS 
VuikoB  the  west  to  ther  lew  Ijiag:  Kbtfdir  kodv  and  the  Jtnntra  on  th«i 
east.    It  contains  in  all  198,034  acres  or  80  per  cent  of  the  taball ;  but 
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20,103  acre8  belong  to  villages  which,  as  they  also  contain  Khddlr  land, 
hav0  for  convienience  been  thrown  into  a  separate  circle,  Chak  Bdngar 
Khadir.  Water,  except  in  a  few  villages  on  the  northern  border  of  the 
tahsil  and  towards  the  Jumna,  is  at  some  distance  from  the  surface.  In 
Chak  Bdngar  out  of  130  villages  possessing  welk,  in  14  villages  the 
average  depth  to  water  does  not  exceed  30  feet,  in  64  it  is  more  than  30 
but  not  more  than  50  feet,  and  in  52  villages  it  exceeds  50  feet :  the 
maximum  depth  is  70  feet,  the  minimum  21  feet,  and  the  average  48  feet. 

In  the  Bdngar  portion  of  Chak  B&ngar  Khidir,  the  average  depth  to 
water  is  only  34  feet ;  katchi  wells,  as  shown  in  form  A,  are  numerous  ; 
69  per  cent,  of  the  wells  contain  sweet  water,  14  per  cent  brackish,  and 
17  per  cent,  are  salt. 

The  great  staples  of  the  tract  are — in  the  kharif,  cotton  and  jowfir;  in 
the  rabbi,  on  the  irrigated  lands,  wheat  aud  barley;  and  on  the  dry 
soils,  barley  and  gram  generally  sown  together. 

Not  many  years  ago  this  tract  was  one  vast  jungle,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  culturable  waste  is  still  covered  with  trees,  in 
most  cases  now  rigorously  preserved  by  the  Jat  communities. 

5.  Section  125. — The  banks  of  the  Jumna  being  high,  the  Kh/idir 
Chak  KhAdir  lands  occupy  but  a  small  area  of  the  tahwl ; 

they  are  chiefly  found  in  the  north-east  where 
they  are  enclosed  between  the  Jumna  and  a  small  branch  which  enter- 
'  ing  this  district  from  Delhi,  rejoins  its  parent  stream  some  7  miles  to 
the  south  of  the  Gurgaon-Delhi  border.  The  total  area  of  Khddir  land 
in  the  tahsQ  is  20,750  acres,  of  which  6,331  acres  are  contained  in  15 
estates,  which  form  the  circle  Chak  B&ngar  Elh&dir,  mentioned  above, 
and  the  remaining  14,419  acres,  comprised  in  12  estates,  constitute  the 
fifth  assessment  circle,  Chak  Khfidir. 

The  Ehfidir  land  is  of  the  usual  description, — a  somewhat  salt 
loam,  subject  to  inundation  by  the  river,  and  producing,  in  the  rabbi, 
wheat  and  barley;  in  the  kharif,  when  not  destroyed  by  the  floods, 
cotton  and  jowdr.  The  wells  are  sweet,  generally  of  masonry  ;  water  is 
of  course  near  the  surface.  In  villages  in  which  alluvion  takes  place, 
the  new  lands  are  covered  with  jhdo  bushes  which  Consolidate  the  fresh 
deposits  until  a  good  culturable  soil  is  produced. 

6.  Section    126. — Of  these    five  circles  Chaks  Bhuder,  Dahri, 
Principle  of  division  into    ^^^g*^'  B&ngar  Khfidir  and  Kh&dir,  the  Chaks 

asBessment  circles.  Bhuder,  Bdngar  and  Kh&dir  have  been  formed 

with  reference  to  the  differences  in  the  general 
character  of  their  soils,  and  Chak  Dahri  with  reference  to  its  natural 
irrigational  advantages.  The  B&ngar  and  Eh^dir  portion  of  Chak 
B^gar  Eehddir  would  naturally  belong  to  the  B&ngar  and  Khddir  circles 
respectively,  but  with  reference  to  the  requirements  of  forms  A  and  B, 
the  formation  of  a  sepamte  circle  appeared  to  be  the  most  convenient 
plan.  The  following  table  will  show  the  percentage  of  soil  as  classified 
in  each  circle, 
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Percentage   of 

Name  of  Circle. 

Cbiknot 

or 
hard  clay. 

Narmot 

or 
good  loam. 

Magda 

or 

soft  loam. 

Bhur, 
sand. 

Bhuder 

Dahri      

BSngar,  including  Bingar ") 
portion  of  ChakB&norar  V 
Khddir                          J 

Kh^r,  including  Khidir  ) 
portion  of  ChakBfingar  V 
KMdir                          J 

1 
1 

S 

17 

40 

81 
100 

33 
34 

11 

49 
25 

5 

Fiscal  History. 

8.  Section  127. — The  tahsil  of  Palwal,  as  at  present  constituted,  is 

Present  tahsfl  how  con-     ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  *^®  ^^^"'^^  pargandhs  ;  of  Hodal 
stitated,  28  villages ;  of  Palwal  reduced  to  146  villages, 

by  the  transfer  of  21  villages  to  Nuh  and 
Delhi ;  of  16  villages  from  Pargandh  Sohna ;  of  4  villages  now  under 
first  regular  Settlement,  confiscated  in  1857  from  the  rebel  Raja  of 
Ballabgarh  and  of  2  villages  transferred  from  Bulandshahr  in  1872. 
The  source  of  most  of  my  information  as  to  the  past  Financial  history 
of  the  tahsil  previous  to  the  mutiny  year,  is  the  statistical  account  of 
Gurgaon  and  its  appendices^  the  reports  of  the  last  Settlements. 

Former  Settlements. 

9.  Section  128. — The  pargan^  of  Hodal  on  the  conquest  of  Delhi 

at.^..  ..^  , .    -        was  given  in  Jagir  to  Mohammad  Khdn  Afridi, 

statistical  accoant  or         j»       ^»i'.  ^>  i      ^n,  i    x      j    r    i 

Gurgaon  Pargan^  Hodal.      for  military  service  under  General  Lord  Lake, 

and  lapsed  to  our  Government  on  his  decease 

in  1220  fusli  corresponding  with  1813  A.  D. 

"  The  pargandh  on  lapsing  was  chiefly  waste.  With  the  exception 
of  the  large  Jat  estates,  the  whole  country  was  uncultivated.  For  the 
fusli  year  1220,  the  kh&m  collections  for  the  pargan&h  amounted  to 
Ks.  61,403,  and  in  succeeding  years  to  Rs.  51,584.    The  first  settlement 
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was  coneladad  by  lir.  Wilder,  priaoipftl  iigiitont  for  five  ywn  ftm 
1224  to  1228fuBli>  and  reached  in  th^  aggregate  to  Rs.  61,545. 

The  second  settlement,  made  b^  Mr.  Oatendish  for  a  period  of  10 
years  from  1229  to  12S8,  gave  a  jama  amountinff  in  the  last  year  of 
the  lease  to  Ra  66,894  inolusite  Of  mukaddami.  On  the  expiration  of 
this  settlement  Mr.  Campbell  renewed  the  leases  till  formal  investiga- 
tion should  take  place,  which  Was  postponed  from  year  to  year  until 
Mr.  M.  Oubbins,  under  Regulation  IX  of  1833^  fiz^  the  assessment 
including  the  annesed  estate  of  Mauza  Bhaduki  during  the  season  of 
1836  A.  D  at  Rs.  69,622," 

But  nlore  unfavofable  seasons  followed,  and  Mr.  Oubbins,  who  had 
in  the  interim  left  that  district,  tevisited  tho  parganih  and  revised  his 
assessment,  giving  a  reduction  of  Rs.  13,057  and  leaving  a  jama  of 
R&  56,265,  a  sum  based  on  the  average  collettiotis  of  10  ytem  Vhla 
is  the  settlement  now  in  force,  the  present  demand  being  Be.  55,d(lS. 

''  10.  Section  129.— At  the  conquest  of  the  Delhi  territory  by  Lord 
v^^^^tH  t>.i«.j  Lakethispargan&hwasgiirettin&ntitoMawftb 

p»gHi4&  rawsk  MurtazA  Khan,  of  the  city  of  Delhi,  at  a  quit 

rent  of  Rs.  45,000  pet  annum,  and  at  his  death  in  1225  fusU  (A.  D. 
1818)  was  taken  under  our  direct  management.''  The  pargan&h 
however,  as  then  constituted,  differed  considerably  flrom  the  form  it  after- 
wards took.  After  a  few  years  of  direct  management,  Mr.  Cavendish 
assessed  the  pargsan&h  in  1228  fusli  (  A*  D.  1820-21  )atRs.  2,03,346 
rising  in  the  fiftn  and  last  vear  to  Rs.  2,54,200.  ^  The  pargan^  was 
made  over  to  us  in  a  wealthy  condition,  and  this  extravi^nt  jama 
was  realized  with  but  trivial  balances  fbr  four  years."  But  in  the  fifth 
year  a  balance  of  Rs.  1,0:^,736  accrued.  A  new  settlement  for  a  like 
period  was  then  formed,  but  the  remissions  given  were  inadequate. 
At  its  expiration  Mr.  0.  Campbell  tMiii  att^mpt^  the  plan  Of 
progressive  assessment,  but  bad  harvests  bronght  about  heavy  balances, 
"  until  the  memorable  drought  of  1245  fusli  ( 1887-38  }  gave  the  lasi 
blow  to  the  decaying  prospenty  of  the  parganak"  It  was  then  assessed 
by  Mr.  S.  lAwrence.  now  Lord  Lawreneei  "who,**  writes  Mr.  Barms^ 
*'  undoubtedly  rated  the  resources  of  the  district  too  highly  and  tnislsd 
( if  I  may  so  presume  to  speak  of  aa  officer  of  his  known  ca^mify  )  by 
the  abundance  of  available  waste  which  each  village  posseesedt  asoeesefl 
each  estate  at  a  much  higher  value,  than  its  cultivated  area  could  be 
brought  to  pay.  Mr.  Lawrence's  assessment  iMSiounted  to  Rs.  2,31,626, 
the  jama  previously  being  Rs.  2,46,4l3."  But  again  the  settlement 
bMke  doWnj  the  aamindiikv  Were  reduced  to  **  extre»i  detttitntion 
appaMit  ih  theur  watit  Of  oatt^,  imptaaients  «f  husbandly^  and  of  the 
commomst  necessaries  of  Ufe."  Amordia^  in  184&  Mr.  Bamea 
reee44kd  the  paTganihi  reducing  tha  asseosaaent  first  to  Rs.  1,92,082  and 
then  to  Rs.  1,72,737,  or  excluding  jagir  viUage^  to  Sm  MS^^t.  Thoa 
in  six  years  the  Government  demand  had  been  reduced  by  no  less  than 
Bi  81,15ft.  In  the  U^  villages  btill  attached  to  ^e  talMffl,  Mr.  Barnes' 
stttiement  amounted  to  Rs.  1,43.045.  tt  ii^  the  settlement  wUr^  is 
iitfw'  being  teviied.    The  presMit  detna&d  id  Rs.  1,43,S06. 
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11.  Section  130. — ^The  revenue  hLstory  of  Sohna  was  too  complicat- 
Sohna  TiUa^yes  ed  to  be  given  by  Mr.  Barnes.     The  16  villages 

*   '  now  connected  with  this  tahsil  were  assessed 

first  at  Rs.  7,4I'4  exclusive  of  2  jagir  villages,  then  at  Rs.  7,889 
excluding  a  third  village  in  addition  to  the  former  2,  then  the  same 
villages  at  Rs.  7,572,  and  finally  the  whole  16  were  assessed  by  Mr. 
Barnes  in  184*2  at  Es.  9,90i).     The  present  demand  is  Rs.  9,910. 

12.  Section' 15L — The  4  villages  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Villages  annexed  after       R^j*  ^f  Ballabgarh  were  after  annexation  sum- 

the  mutinj/  marily   settled  at   Rs.  6,720  and  the  2  estates 

which  have  come  over  from  Bulandshahr  are 
assessed  at  Bs.  312; 

Working  of  Settlement  lately  expired. 

13.  Section  132. — Under  the  former  settlement  I  find  in  the  three 

Pre-mutin      liod  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^^*^  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^°®  village  of  Jats 

-mu  my  pen    .  ^^^  ^^  villages  (»f  Gujars  were  forfeited  or  sold 

for  desertion  and  arrears  ;  but  with  the  new  settlement  of  1842  the 
financial  history  of  the  tahsil  assumes  another  complexion.  Writing 
(apparently  in  1849  )on  tahsil  Palwal,  Mr.  Fraser  speaks  of  the  relief 
which  had  been  aSbrded  by  Mr.  Barnes'  settlement  and  proceeds  to 
state. — "  In  the  last  year  too  ( nor  was  this  by  any  means  remarkable  as 
a  favorable  agricultural  season)  the  revenues  .of  Palwal  were  collected 
without  the  least  difficulty.  There  was  not  a  single  dastak  issued 
..^  nor  did  there  remain  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  single   farthing   of 

balance."  In  Hodal  the  state  of  aSairs  was  not  so  favorable,  2 
villages  had  been  sold,  2  farmed  and  2  taken  under  direct  management. 
But  Mr.  Fraser  writes  :  "  I  do  not  consider  this  to  have  been  the  fault 
of  the  settlement  which  seems  to  me  to  have  been  conducted  on  just 
and  easy  principles,  l?ut  of  the  wretched  seasons  with  which  it  has  had 
since  to  contend." 

14.  Section  133.— The  mutiny  of  1857  swept  away  the  revenue- 

^  ^  ^.  J,  ,  .  records  of  the  tahsil,  and  I  have  been  therefore 
Destruction  of  records  in       ii-      j  x  l^  a.  •  •      •   j:    xt.  i 

nmtiny.  obhged  to  restrict  my  enquiries  into  the  work- 

ing of  the  settlement  now  under  revision  to 

the  post-mutiny  period  only. 

15.  Section  134. — In  a  few  words,  then,  the  state  of  this   tahsil 
State  of  the  tahsil  since    si^ce  the  mutiny  has  been  one  of  very  great 

the  mutiny  prosperous.  prosperity. 


18.  Section  135. — Except  in  the  famine  year  of  1860-61  when 

Por«,e«VT,-  K-i««^««  i«     remissions   to   the   extent   of  Rs.  5,079  were 
BemissionB,  balances,  ice,  .    ^     i    -,  i  •     •  i  i 

granted,   balances  and  remissions   have  been 

unknown,  while  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  only  in  17  cases 

H 
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has  it  beea  foand  neoessafy  to  issue  orders  fer  attachment  of  personal 
property,  while  in  no  ease  was  ifc  necessaiy  to  proceed  to  the  sale  of 
the  property  attached,  or  to  resort  to  any  of  the  more  severe  measures 
of  coercion.  There  have  been  no  alterations  of  demand  except  those 
arising  from  the  ordinary  causes,  such  as  aUuvion  and  diluvion,  lapse 
of  revenue  assignments,  and  the  taking  up  of  land  for  public  purposes, 

-Nor  are  the  causes  of  this  prosperity  far  to  seek. 
The  reduction  of  assessment  had  had  time  to 


19.  Section  136.- 

aofles  proepe    y .    p^^^^^^  j^  f^^  effects,  cultivation  had  largely 

extended,  communications  had  improved,  and  there  was  a  sturdy  and 
industiiotts  population  ready  to  make  the  best  use  of  th^r  advantages. 


3%e  agricnltanii  daases. 


20.  Section  137.— First  then  to  treat 
the  agricultural  classes. 


of 


Table  showing  detail  of  distrihUion  of  proprietary  righJla  according 

to  tribes. 


OwnOTS. 

Number 

of 
villages. 

Area 

in 
acreB. 

No.  of  villages  from 
among  these  30  villa- 
ges in  whidi  the  tribe 
holds  a  share. 

Elemarks, 

Owned  by  various 

tribes 

.  •  • 

»30 

38,590 

•  «« 

Hindu  Jat  ... 

... 

78 

112,039 

16 

2 

627 

•  •• 

Srahmin     ••• 

•.. 

24 

27,686 

12 

Gorwah 

..  • 

15 

16,866 

11 

Gujar 

«•  • 

11 

9,435 

3 

Mallah 

•.« 

2 

1,178 

2 

Meo     

•  .• 

5 

2,277 

1 

Say  ads 

•«. 

5 

6,006 

3 

Sheikh       ... 

••• 

3 

3,097 

8 

Pathfin 

••• 

2 

4,304 

1 

Moghal 

•  •• 

1,461 

1 

Biloch 

• « . 

1,662 

3 

Skinner  estate 

... 

11 

17,978 

3 

Bannia 

•  a. 

231 

1 

Government 

•  •• 

2,230 

1 

Rdjput 

•  a  • 

1,434 

•  •• 

Total 

•  •• 

196 

247,021 

•  •• 

*  Hali0,  Jogis,  Tag6ES  Aliin,  Bahlxuis  also  hold  shares  each  in  one  of  these  30  villaget. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  tahsfl  is  fortunate  in  its  prosperity.  By 
far  the  largest  owners  are  the  Jats  holding,  here  as  elsewhere,  a  high 
character  for  industry.  Brahmins,  although  far  behind  the  Jats,  stand 
next  in  order  of  importance  ;  and  whatever  they  may  be  elsewhere, 
here  are  vevy  fair  cultivators ;  their  women  work  in  the  fields,  and  in 
other  points  the  Brahmin  zamindars  of  Palwal  have  abandoned  their 
traditional  customs.  Gorwahs  are  Rajputs ,  who  have  adopted  the 
custom  of  marrying  a  brother's  widow.  As  among  Jats  and  Brahmins 
to  whom  as  agriculturists  they  are  somewhat,  but  not  very,  inferior, 
men  and  women  both  work  in  the  fields. 

Gujars  in  the  old  days  lost  by  contumacy  and  frequent  desertion, 
8  villages  with  an  area  of  15,430  acres,  now  included  in  the  Skinner 
estate. 

The  tribe,  chiefly,  it  is  said,  owing  to  the  dispossessed  owners,  still 
bears  a  bad  name  for  dishonesty  ;  but  the  Gujar  biswadars  of  to-day  are 
£ftir  cultivators. 

Meos  and  Mallahs  are  few  in  number ;  the  latter  are  bad  agricul- 
turists and  notorious  thieves ;  the  former  here  have  a  fair  reputation 
for  industry. 

All  the  above  tribes  ad  a  rule  cultivate  their  own  lands,  working 
men  and  women  alike. 

Sayads,  Sheikhs,  Path&ns,  Moghals  and  Biloches  may  be  classed 
together.  As  elsewhere  they  do  not,  if  they  can  avoid  it,  cultivate 
with  their  own  hands,  and  when  they  do  they  are  inferior  agricul- 
turists. Their  women  are  confined  to  their  houses.  Before  the  mutiny 
the  men  were  very  largely  in  Government  service ;  since  then  the  num- 
ber so  employed  is  less,  bat  still  not  inconsiderable,  while  not  a  few  find 
service  in  Gwalior,  Bhartpur  and  other  native  states.  They,  however^ 
together  only  own  12  villages  and  shares  in  16  others,  too  little  to 
influence  the  general  character  of  the  tract.  Only  one  village  ia  owned 
by  Bani^. 
*  «  #  ^  «  « 


23.  Section  138. — During  the  33  years  that  have  now  elapsed 

Increase  in  zesonrces  of    ^^^^®  ^-  B*^ni®s'  settlement,  the  resources  of 

tract.  the   tahsfl   have  in  every  way  been  largely 

increased.   No  new  marts  have  been  created 

within  the  tract,  those  of  Pc^wal,  Hodal  and  Hasanpur,  the  chief  markets 

'  of  the  tahsfl,  being  all  of  old  standing  ;  but  the  construction  of  the 

East  Indian  Railway  which  runs  through  the  neighbouring  districts  of 

Bulandshahr  and  Allygarh,  has  thrown  open  a  wider  field   for  the 

export  of  cotton  and  grain.    There  has  been  a  large  rise  in   prices, 

especiaUy  during  the  last  15  years;  cultivation  has  increased  by  46  per 

cent,  and  the  population,  if  the  statistics  can  be  trusted,  has  increased 

in  an  astonishing  ratio. 

*  *  #  »  «  » 
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25.  Section  139.— In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  records  in 

Comparisonofformerand     ^^^  ^"^i^y'  i^°^  "^^^'^  ^  supply  most  of  the 
present  state  of  tahaii.  details  ot  the  lormer  settlement  required  m  Form 

A.  The  figures  given  are  taken  from  the 
Appendix  to  the  former  Settlement  report,  with  the  exception  of  the 
statistics  of  population.  The  entries  under  the  head  "Former 
population"  represent  the  result  of  a<;ensus  made  by  Mr.  Fraser  as  far 
as  I  'can  ascertain,  about  1845  A.  D.  I  obtained  the  figures  from  the 
^'  Statistical  accomit  of  Gurgaon"  in  which  no  -date  of  the  census  is 
given.  Mr.  Fraser  notes  that  his  totals  gi\^  a  large  decrease  as  -compared 
with  the  statements  of  the  Revenue  Survey  maps,  dated  1829  to  1831, 
and  from  comparison  with  the  figures  of  present  poipulation  (those  of 
the  census  of  1868,  as  ordered  by  Commissioner  in  his  No.  246,  dated 
16th  June  1874),  1  have  but  little  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  his 
enumeration.  A  comparison  of  the  former  and  present  statistics  of 
the  tahsil,  as  entered  in  Form  A,  gives  the  following  results  : — 


Increasb  in 

Chftlts.                   1 

Area  cultiva- 
ted and 
fallow. 

Well-irriga- 
ted area. 

Population. 

Eangar         

Ehadir         

BiiBgar  Ehadir       ...        ... 

Bbuder 

Dfihrf           

47 
61 
70 
35 
12 

64 
102 

73 
156 

64 

89 
44 
78 
79 
41 

Percentage     ... 

46 

69 

81 

The  value  of  well-irrigated  land  may  be  taken  to  be  double  that 
of  unirrigated  land.  If,  then,  the  increased  area  under  wells  be  added 
to  the  actual  increase  in  cultivation,  we  get  the  following  percentages 
of  increase : — 

Chak  B£ngar 
Do.  Ehadir 
Do.  Bingar  Ehadir 
Do.  Bhuder 
Do.  D4hri 


Total 


...  52 

...  73 

...  80 

...  43 

...  18 

...  52 
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26.  Section  140. — Enough  has  been  said  to  make  clear  the  cause  of 

iv-^     .:     **i        A  1.  vx     the  present  prosperity  of  the  tahsil,   and  to 

l^resent  settlement  light       -,      ^   ly.    .  ^.^      ^  't  i.i  j    ai.   j. 

and  unequal.  show  that  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed,  that 

the  present    revenue   demand  is  capable   of 

considerable  enhancement.     A  fresh  settlement  is  also  necessarj-  to 

rectify  the  present  inequalities  of  assessment,  arising  mainly  from  the 

Tery  different  proportions  in  which  cultivation  has  increased  in  different 

Tillages. 

«  «.  »  ^  ^  4^ 

*  *  ^t  .  *  4K  » 

39.  Section  141. — In  giving  an  account  of  the  processes  by  which 
Methods  ad    ted  i  ^^  estimates  of  assessment  have  been  framed, 

assessment.  the  best  and  clearest  way  will  be,  to  describe 

them  in  chronological  order,  the  order  in  which 
I  actually  worked,  owing  to  my  anxiety  from  my  previous  ignorance 
of  the  subject,  to  obtain  some  ideas  with  reference  to«  assessment  before 
any  complete  statistics  were  available^ 

(1). — Having  ascertained  the  great  staples  gen^^Uy  grown,  on  the 
different  sorts  of  land,  I  enquired  in ta  their  average  yield  per  acre,,  and 
the  value  of  one-sixth  their  produce. 

(2). — I  compared  the  result  with  the  rates  fixed  at  the  former 
settlement  of  the  various  parts  of  the  district. 

(3). — I  constantly  enquired  from  agriculturists  and  others,  the  reft.- 
tive  vfiduBs.  they  attributed  ta  the  different  soils. 

(4). — Having  thus  obtained  the  rough  idea  of  what  rates  might  Be 
possible,  I  used  to  apply  them,  to  the  various  villages  I  inspected  and 
noted  their  effects. 

(5).— I  also  compared  them  with  the  rates  of  rent  which  I  found 
existing  in  any  viUagesi  in  which  other  than  merely  customary  rates 
prevailed. 

(6).— And  lastly,  when  the  statistics  of  the  circles  were  available, 
I  Was  able  to  compare  the  results  I  had.  gained,  with  the  estimated 
Talue  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce. 

Ftemising  that  the  rates  I  at  fixst  contemplated'  adopting  wer^e  a 
trifle  higher  than  those  I  now  propose,  I  will  first  state  the  rates 
which  I  recommend  for  sanction,,  and  then  show  how  they  correspond 
to  the  results  of  the  above  processes. 

40;.  Section  142. — I  havie  not  framed  any  estimates  on  ploughs,  b.% 

Beason  for  not  framing     I'^^^tTf  ^  "^^/^^  ^^^^^    ^^^^  i}?^  '^A  T?u  ^^ 
plough  estimates.  inhabited  and  only  partly  cultivated  tract,  they 

do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  adapted  to  the  cix- 

cumstances  of  this  tahslL 

Ha 
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41.  Section  143.— For  purpose  of  coznpariaon,  I  subjoin  the  Falwal 

T>  i.      s  ^  ^       aiid  Hoidal  rates  of  the  last  settlement 

BeTcnne  rates  of  last 


pettlement. 


Falwal. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Irrigated    3    8    0 

Kh&dir       1  12    0 

Unirrigated       ••«  19    0 

Bhur  110 

Culturable •••  ••• 

42.  Section  144.— My  proposed  rates  for  the  B&ngar  circle  are,  per 
acre. — 


Hodal. 

Rs.  A.P. 

3 

8 

0 

1 

•  •• 

9 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Proposed  rates  in  Chak 
B&ngar, 


Ch&hi       

Dfihii 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda 

Bhiir 

Culturable  waste ... 


Rs.  A,?. 

2  12  0 

2    0  0 

16  0 

12  0 

0  14  0 

0    6  0 


Lately  abandoned  has  been  assessed  as  cultivated. 

43.  Section  145. — Jow&r  in  the  kharif.  and  bejhar  (  barley  and 
Comparison  of  the  rates,  with    gram)  in  the  rabi,  are  the  great  bar&ii 
the  yield  of  the  chief  staples.      staples  of  CJhak  B&ngar. 

According  to  the  estimate  in  Form  D,  an  acre  of  jow&r  is  wortii 
Rs.  8-10-4-f-6=Re.  1-7-0.  Similarly,  an  acre  of  bejhar  is  worth 
Rs.  7-12-11  -H6=Re.  1-4-10.  Striking  an  average  of  these  two  results, 
I  get  Re.  1-5-11,  while  my  rate  for  Narmot,  the  characteristic  soil  of 
the  tract,  is  Re.  1-6-0. 

Bejhar  or  jow&r  may  be  grown  on  nearly  any  given  acre  of  the 
tract,  and  although  a  small  proportion  of  the  land  is  of  inferior  quality, 
and  some  inferior  grains  are  raised,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  coun- 
terbalancing consideration  of  the  superior  value  of  the  yield  of  cotton 
per  acre.  The  staple  crops  on  wdU-irrigated  lands  are  wheat  and 
barley.  Calculated  in  the  way  noted  above,  one-sixth  the  produce  of 
an  acre  of  wheat  is  worth  Rs.  2-14-3,  and  of  barley  Rs.  2-5-2.  If 
barley  is  grown,  a  third  crop  of  b&jra  might  be  taken  once  in  two  years. 
One-sixth  of  an  acre  of  b&jra  is  worth  Re.  1-2-10.  Add  half  of  this  'to 
Rs.  'J-5-2  and  the  result  is  Rs.  2-14-7.  These  calculations  would  throw 
the  result  a  little  over  my  rate  of  Rs.  2-12-0,  but  wheat  is  not  so 
much  grown  on  wells  in  this  tract  as  barley,  and  when  two  crops  are 
taken  in  the  year,  the  yield  of  the  second  crop  is  liable  to  be  somewhat 
inferior.  The  staple  crop  of  the  d&hri  lands  is  wheat,  and  the  estimate 
of  one-sixth  the  produce,  as  shown  in  Form  D,  agrees  with  the  rate 
proposed.  No  d&hn  rate  was  fixed  at  last  Settlement  in  FalwaL  In 
Sohna  the  rate  on  d&hri  was  Rs.  2-2-0, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  los  ) 

44.  Seeticyii  146. — My  comparative  rates  on  the  TarioHS  soils  are 
Beasons  fox  rates  oawi.    *^®   result  of  observation  and  enquiry  and  of 
ooa  sotb.  reference  to  the  rates  of  the  last  settlement. 

In  Palwal  the  former  rates  were — 


Rs.  A.  p. 

PtoportdoB. 

Narmot 

••• 

•»• 

19    0 

350 

Bhdr,.. 

»•• 

•»• 

110 

238 

rates  are— 

Es.  A.  P. 

ProporttOD, 

Narmot 

••• 

••• 

16    0 

374 

Bhit... 

••• 

••• 

0  14    0 

23» 

Magda  is  intermediate  between  Narmot  and  Bhur.  I  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  have  a  separate  rate  for  Chiknot. 

The  soil  of  the  colturable  waste  is  generally  good.  My  reasons  for 
assessing  it  at  a  low  rate  are,  that  the  Jat  communities  have,  as  a  rule, 
reserved  it  for  groves  and  even  seem  to  consider  that  cutting  down  the 
^rees  would  be  a  semi-sacrilegious  act.  I  am  c^  opinion  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  assess  the  waste  so  highly  as  to  compel  them  to 
bring  it  under  the  plough  and  thus  to  deprive  their  cattle  of  grazing 
grounds,  a  course  fit>m  which  the  cultivated  land  would  eventually 
suffer. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  leave  the  culturable  waste  wholly  unassessed, 
would  be  to  create  too  great  inequalities  in  the  village  assessments. 

45.  Section  147. — ^I  xk)w  return  to  the  comparison  of  these  rates 
Comparison  with  the     "^^^  J®  rente  prevailing  in  villages   where 
lent  rat^  otiier  than  n^rely  cust(»nary  rates  appear  to 

prevail. 

Eight  villages  in  the  circle  belong  to  the  Skinner  estate :  the  aver- 
age rent  rates  taken  in  those  villages  may  be  stated  at  B&  3  per  acre  for 
bar&ni  and  Bs.  5  for  oh&hL 

The  following  statement  shows  the  detail  of  their  lands,  the  total 
of  the  rente  taken,  and  the  jama  calculated  at  my  rates : — 


ChOii. 

Chiknot 

and 
Narmot. 

Magda. 

Bh6r. 

Total 
rente. 

Jama  at  half 
rents. 

Jama  at 

revenue 

rates. 

609 

1 
fl,857 

532 

248 

35,986 

Rs. 
17,993 

Rs. 
16,773 

These  villages  are  of  the  ordinary  character  of  the  tract ;  and  I 
was  informed  by  the  Manager  in  charge  that,  although  the  tenante  are 
generally  in  balance,  yet  no  remissions  are  required.    But  these  villageE^ 
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•are  undoubtedly  rack-rented,  and  although  I  consider  that  it  would  be 
quite  possible  to  raise  the  revenue  rates  so  as  to  give  results  equal  to 
half  the  rents  of  these  villages,  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
advisable  so  to  do. 

After  the  preparation  of  Form  B,  I  selected  13  other  villages 
situated  in  all  parts  of  the  tract,  in  which  fairly  high  rent  rates  appeared 
to  prevail,  and  had  a  similar  statement  prepared  for  these  also.  In 
making  my  selection  I  excluded  all  town  lands,  as  these  might  be 
suppo3edto  enjoy  exceptional  advantages. 

The  results  are  as  follows : — 

Total  of  lands  held  by  tenants  paying  more  than  revenue  rates 
with  detail  of  lands. 


CMhI. 

Chiknot 

and 
Nanuot. 

Magda. 

Bhvir. 

Total  of 
rents  paid. 

Jama  at 
half  rents. 

Jama  at 
revenue  rates. 

250 

3,508 

488 

409 

Bs. 

12,748 

Bs. 
.    6,374 

Bs. 
6,418 

47.  Section  148.— Chak  Khfidir. 

,Cbak  Khddir  proposed 
rates. 

Ch&hi 

Sdrdni 

Culturable  waste  •  • 


My  rates  are — 
Rs.  A.  P. 


2 
1 
0 


48.    Section  149. — My  reasons  for  assessing  well  lands  at  a  lower 
-      ^^  rate  than  in  Chak  Bangar,  notwithstanding  the 

asons  orraes.  greater  neamess  of  the  water  to  the  surface, 

are — 

1.  That  this  advantage  affects  the  area  irrigable   from  one  Mo> 

not  the  yield  of  the  lands  irrigated. 

2.  That  the   Kh&dit  soil  is  somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  the 

Bangar  tract. 

3.  That  the  percentage  of  ch&hi  land  manured  is  only  23  in 

Chak  Khddir  against  88  in  Chak  Bangar. 

As  to  the  unirrigated  lands,  I  have  decided  on  rating  them  as 
equal  to  the  Narmot  lands  in  Chak  Bangar.  On  the  one  hand  they 
possess  the  advantage  of  being  occasionally  flooded  by  the  river  and 
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of  yielding  a  larger  proportion  of  the  more  valuable  sorts  of  produce, 
and  especially  of  wheat,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  are  the  following 
compensating  disadvantages :— • 

1.  If  kharif  crops  are  sown,  they  maybe  destroyed  by  too  heavy 

floods  from  the  river,  while  if  they  are  not  sown,  there 
may  be  no  flood  at  all,  and  a  rabi  may  be  impracticable. 

2.  The  tract  is  somewhat  inferior  to  Chak  Bangar  in  its  soils 

and  in  the  average  yield  of  cotton,  gram  and  b&jra. 

3.  The  crops  are,  from  the  proximity  of  the  river,  more  expos- 

ed to  damage  from  frost. 

I  have  assessed  the  culturable  waste  at  a  very  low  rate  in  conr 
sequence  of  the  large  proportion  which  it  bears  to  the  cultivated  area, 
and  of  its  being  of  hardly  any  value  to  -the  owners  until  broken.  It 
almost  entirely  consists  cf  the  jh&o  jungle  along  the  banks  of  the  river 


51.  Section  150. — In  Chak  Bangar  Khfidir  the  foregoing  rates 
ChakBingarKh&dir.          have  been  applied  to  the  Bdngai-and  Khddir 

portions  respectively. 
«  *  .  .  *  ^ 

52.  Section  151.— Taking  the  Bingar  rates  as  the  standard,  my 
Ch  k  Bh  d        tea  and    ^^^^ervation  has  led   me  to  estimate  the  Value 

reasons  for  Swaa.'*    '  ^f  ^^®  soils  as  classed  in  Chak  Bhuder  as  half 

a  class  inferior  to  those  in  Chak  Bangar.  As 
to  the  well  lands,  the  water  is  nearer  than  in  Chak  Bfingar,  but  this  is 
counterbalanced  by  the  greater  absorptive  power  in  sandy  soils ;  the 
quality  of  the  land  is  inferior,  and  the  percentage  manured  is  only  58 
against  83  in  the  former  tract. 

The  culturable  waste  is,  however,  I  consider  from  its  produce  of 
p&la  (  Zizyphus  nummularia  )  and  munj,  as  valuable  to  the  owners  as 
that  of  Chak  Bdngar.    My  rates  then  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Chfihi        

2    8 

0 

Chiknot  and  Naxmot 

1    4 

0 

Magda       >..        ...        ... 

1    0 

0 

Bhiir 

0  12 

0 

Culturable  waste  ..« 

0    C 

0 

55.  Section  162. — In  the  D&bn  circle,  I  cannot  propose  an  increase. 

/^  1  T.^v  '    X       A  The  rate  at  which  the  present  iama  falls  on  the 

Chak  D&bri rates, and  rea-  ix-     x    i         j    r  n  •      -d      i  rr  -ii 

'sons  for  them.  cultivated  and  fallow  area  is  Re.  1-7-11,  as 

against  Re.   1-0-9,  the  average  of  the  whole 

tahsiL    Cultivation  has  increased  by  only   12  per  cent,  and  in  two 

villages  has  slightly  retrograded,  and  the  increase  of  651  acres  in  the  well- 
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irrigated  area  is  nearly  coanterbalaoced  by  the  decrease  of  628  acres  in 
the  area  natarally  irrigated.  lam  not  able  to  state  how  far  this 
decrease  may  be  due  to  the  diminution  of  the  water-supply,  but  after 
inspection  of  the  villages  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  d^hri  area  as  now 
given  is  not  under-stated.  Some  of  the  former  d&hri  land  must  now 
be  shown  as  irrigated  from  wells  constructed  since,  settlement. 

The  soils  are  intermediate  in  quality  between  those  of  Chaks 
B&ngar  and  Bhuder,  and  my  rates  have  been  fixed  accordingly.  Water 
'  is  near  the  surface,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  well  lands  are  of  good 
quality  ;  but  a  greater  percentage  of  the  wells  are  salt,  and  salt  wells 
fathough  they  give  very  fair  crops  when  the  rain  has  been  sufficient  to 
sprout  the  seed,  are  of  little  use  in  seasons  of  drought.  Fifty-six  per 
cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  manured. 


Bs.  A.  P. 


2  10 

0 

2    0 

0 

1     5 

0 

1     1 

0 

0  13 

0 

0    6 

0 

My  proposed  rates  are  — 

ChSbi        •••        ••• 

D&hri        

Chiknot  and  Narmot 
Magda       ••• 
Bhtir  •••        ••• 

Culturable  waste  ••• 


Section  153. — Mr.  Wood,  to  whpm  this  report  was  submitted,  con- 
Orders  passed  on  this        J'""^^  "^7  ^^  ^  ^  l^^'  ^^  ^   P>^  ^^ 
report;  them  proposed  the  foUowmg : — 

Es  A.  P. 

1.  All  artificially  irrigated  land 

M  •  J^ann  •••         •••         •••      ■•• 

S.  Unirrigated  Ehfidir 

4.  Unirrigated  Narmot  and  Chiknot 

5.  Do.  Magda 

6.  Do.  Bhur     

7.  Culturable    ••«        ...Bs.  0    4 

It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  give  here  an  account  of  the  dis- 
cussion which  followed  ;  it  will  suffice  to  notice  that  with  thi;ee  excep- 
tions the  rates  originally  proposed  by  me  were  sanctioned  in  letter  from 
Secretary  to  Qovemment  to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner, 
No.  1584  of  12th  November  1875.  These  exceptions  referred,  firstly 
to  the  chihi  and  d&hn  rates  in  Chak  D&hri,  which  were  raised  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioner,  Colonel  Davies,  and  with  my  con- 
currence by  four  annas  each  ;  and  secondly  to  the  rates  for  culturable 
waste  :  my  proposals  on  this  subject  were  supported  by  the  Financial 
Commissioner,  but  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  desired  that 
they  might  be  reconsidered.    He  remarked  that  such  rates  can  only  be 


.        S    8 

0 

.       2    8 

0 

.       2    0 

0 

1  12 

0 

.        1    6 

0 

1    2 

0 

OtoO    6 

0 
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legitimately  charged  on  the  assumption  thai  the  waste  will  be  shortly 
cultivated,  or  is  actuaUy  yielding  income ;  and  that  it  appeared  doubtful 
whether  these  conditions  were  fulfilled,  except  in  Chak  Bhuder ;  he 
desired,  that  the  rate  on  waste  should  not  be  imposed,  except  on  the 
specified  conditions.  I  was  further  instructed  that  the  term  of  settle- 
ment was  to  be  thirty  years. 

Section  154. — The  standard  rates  sanctioned  for  the  B&Dgar  circle 

Detailed  MesBments  in      ^^^  '~ 
ChakB£ngar. 

Ks.  A,  P, 

Ch&hi        2  12  0 

D&hri 2  0  0 

TJnirrigated  Narmot  and  Chiknot         ...  1  6  0 
Maffda 


12    0 
Bhur  •••        •••        •••        •••        •••    0  11    0 


At  these  rates  the  assessment  of  the  circle  would  amount  to 
Rs.  2,19,940,  *  an  increase  of  42  per  cent,  on  the  existing  assessment 
of  Rs.  1,55,689.  In  framing  the  detailed  assessment  1  did  not,  however, 
find  it  practicable  to  take  me  whole  of  this  increase ;  in  many  villages  . 
the  increase  was  so  great  that  it  was  necessary  to  relinquish  a  part  o^' 
the  assessment  that  might  have  been  imposed,  in  order  to  avoid  over- 
whelming the  owners  with  too  great  a  rise  of  the  demand  made  on 
them  ;  and  it  was  not  possible,  consistently  imposing  with  equitable 
assessments  to  recover  the  sums  thus  relinquished  from  other  villages. 
My  detailed  village  assessments  for  this  circle  amount  to  Rs.  2,13,615, 
as  entered  in  the  LSI  Kit&bs  ;  of  this  Rs.  1,032  must  be  deducted  for 
Bhanguri  transferred  to  Nuh  and  Rs.  210  for  m&fis  for  which  allowance 
has  not  been  made  in  the  L&l  Eit£bs,  leaving  Rs.  2,12,373  as  entered  in 
Statement  E  ;  from  this  for  gardens  deduct  Rs.  404,  and  on  account  of 
protective  leases  Rs.  1,399,  also  Rs.  238  for  the  j&gir  village  of  Jell&l- 
pur,  and  Rs.  63  for  m&fi  in  Hodal,  the  remainder  will  give  the  new 
khIUsa  demand  for  the  first  year  of  the  new  settlement  as  given  in  ^q 
jamabaudi  Rs.  2,10,269. 

Section  155. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  in  the  circle  are :— - 


Detailed  aawssmeato  in 
Chak  Bhtider. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

...    2    8    0 

TTnirrigated 

Chiknot  and  Narmot      

Ma^a      —        

Bhur         ...        ...        ... 

...    1    4    0 
...    1    0    0 
...    0  12.  0 

*  I  indnde  in  the  figares  of  this  circle  those  for  the  Tillage  of  BhaDgnrl  assessed  in 
this  oirole,  bat  sabsequently  transferred  to  tahsil  Nt^h  under  the  sanction  contained  in 
letter  No.  1521  of  29th  October  1875,  from  Secretazy  to  GoTenuoent,  to  Seoretary  tu  Finan- 
cial Commlflgioner, 
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The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  on  the  amended  areas  is 
Rs.  12,901,  an  increase  of  Rs.  17  per  cent,  on  the  formerly  existing 
demand  of  Rs.  11,021.  The  detailed  village  assessments  framed  by  me 
amount  to  Rs.  12,973  as  entered  in  Statement  E^  or  very  nearly  the 
amount  yielded  by  the  revenue  rates.  Of  this  sum,  Rs.  109  is  tempo- 
rarily remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases^  so  that  the  immediate 
kh^sa  demand  is  Bs.  12,864. 

Section  156. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are — 

Detailed  afisesements  of 
Cbak  D&hii. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch&hi        ...         ...         ...  2  12    0 

Ddhri        2    4    0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot      15    9 

Magda 110 

Bhiir  0  13    0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  wouM  be  Rs.  17,567  as  against 
the  previously  existing  demand  of  Rs.  17,694  My  detailed  assess- 
ments amount  to  Rs.  17,634  of  this  Rs.  10  is  mAfi>  leaving  Rs.  17,624 
jama  entered  in  Statement  £.  Rs.  13  is  remitted  on  account  of  gar- 
dens, and  Rs.  46  is  temporarily  remitted  on  accoun*  of  leases ;  leaving 
the  initial  demand,  as  shown  in  the  jamabandi,  Rs.  17,566. 

Section  157.— The  sanctioned  standard  rates  in  this  circle  are. — 

Detailed  assessments  of  t>       a     -d 

Chak  KhAdir.  -"^S.  A.  Jr. 

vyiiaiii        ••.         ••«         ••»        ••»        .•*     ^     o    U' 
TJniirigated  •      1     6     0^ 

The  circle  assessment  of  these  rates  would  be  Rs.  13,072,  an 
increase  of  Rs.  46  per  cent,  on  the  existing  demand  of  Rs.  8,909.  Here, 
as  in  the  Bdngar  circle  and  for  similar  reasons^  I  found  myself  unable  to 
assess  fully  up  to  rates.  My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.l 2,588, 
of  this  Rs.  91  is  assessed  on  Naglia,  a  village  transferred  from  Buland- 
shahr ;  on  which  the  increase  will  take  eflFect  after  expiration  of  the  term 
of  settlement  as  fixed  in  that  district.  The  remainder  Rs.  12,497  is  the 
jama  entered  in  Statement  £ ;  of  this  Rs.  21  is  remitted  on  account  of 
gardens  arid  Rs.  31  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective 
leases,  so  that  the  immediate. kh^a  demand  is  Rs.  12,445. 

Section  158. — The  rates  of  the  Bfingar  and  Kh^dir  circles  were 

-n  *  M  ^      .«-»«^«fa  ^t    sanctioned  respectively  for  the  Bdngar  and 
Detailed   EBfiessments  of     rri^^j*  j.*  i»xi_*        •     i         *  ^^  ai  . 

Chak  Bdngar  Khadir.  Khadir  portions  of  this  Circle.    At  those  rates 

the  assessment  of  the  circle  would  be  Rs.  30,581, 

an  increase  of  Rs.  25  per  cent,  on  the  existing  assessment  of  Rs.  22,904. 

My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  30,450  as  entered  in  Statement 

E;  of  this  Rs.  205  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens,  and  Rs.  190  is 

temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases ;  the  immediate 

•  khfilsa  demand  is  Rs.  30,05 5, 
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TAHSIL  FiROZPUfi. 

Extracts  from  Assessment  report, 
«  ^  ^  sir 

2.  Section  159. — The  tahsil  consists   of  a  valley,  in  length   24 

Physical  characteristics      ^^^.^  ^^.^  '^  ^""^^S"  f  ^d^^^y  increasing  from 
^       of  tahsil.  ^  miles  m  the  south  to  11  miles  in  the  north, 

bounded  on  east  and  west  by  two  ranges  of 
low  hills.  This  portion  is  generally  known  as  the  pargdnah  of  Firozpur 
and  comprises  126  estates  with  a  total  area  of  114,464  acres. 

3.  A  plain  in  the  general  shape  of  a  very  irregular  triangle 
separated  from  the  pargdnah  of  Firozpur  by  the  eastern  of  the  two 
i-anges  above  mentioned,  a  few  outlying  spurs  of  which  break  its 
general  uniformity  of  level.  This  portion  is  generally  known  as  the 
pargdnah  of  Funahfina  and  comprises  103  estates  with  a  total  area  of 
78,460  acres. 

4.  Section  160. — The  lands  in  the  centre  of  the  Firozpur  valley  are 
Division  into  assessment    ^^.^  ^^^  "^^le  to  inundation  from  the  Landoha, 

circles,  which  sweeps  up  the  valley  from  the  south, 

where  it  opens  on  Alwar,  and  from  the  Jhirr, 
Darur  and  other  torrents,  which  in  the  rains  bring  down  the  collected 
drainage  of  the  hills  on  either  side.  Unfortunately  most  of  these  streams 
deposit  sand,  but  where  the  original  soil  has  escaped  deterioration  from 
this  cause,  it  is  generally  of  good  quality.  In  the  majority  of  villages 
"^  this  good  soil,  although  rising  beyond  the  flood  level,  extends  to  the 
foot  of  the  western  hills,  but  as  the  eastern  range  is  approached,  the 
land*  rising  gradually  from  the  valley  centre  decreases  in  value  until 
immediately  under  the  hill,  it  is  bhur  or  sand  of  an  inferior  descrip- 
tion. In  the  north  and  noith-east  of  the  Firozpur  parganah  occurs  a 
tract  of  depression  marked  by  the  prevalence  of  a  strong  black  clay  and 
by  the  saltness  of  its  wells,  both  of  which  characteristics  it  possesses  in 
common  with  the  adjacent  part  of  Nuh.  Parg&nah  Fiinahdna,  with  the 
exception  of  the  part  immediately  under  the  hills  dividing  it  from 
Firozpur,  which  is  of  the  same  inferior  quality  as  that  on  their  western 
aide,  consists  of  a  broad  plain  of  good  soil  adjoining  and  resembling 
Chaks  £&ngar  of  Palwal  and  Nuh. 

There  are  then  four  distinctly  marked  tracts-^ 

IsL — The  villages  in  the  centre  and  west  of  the  Firozpur  valley, 
2nd. — The  black  clay  tract  to  its  north  and  north-east. 
^  Srd. — The  inferior  lands  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  hills  that  form  - 

the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Firozpur  valley,  with  which 
have  been  united  10  villages  of  similar  character  under 
the  western  range. 
I       4th, — The  Punahdna  plain. 
To  these  four  tracts  my  assessment  circles  correspond,  but  the  first 
I  have  subdivided  into  a  northerly  and  a  southern  circle,  in  order  to 
allow  in  my  assessment  rates,  for  the  smaller  benefit  derived  from  the 
Landoha  and  other  streams  by  the  northern  villages. 
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4.  Section  161. — ^Tbe  first  circle  or  Cbsk  Landoha  comprises  31 
Chak  Landoba  villages,  with  a  total  area  of  33,671  acres  lying 

an  ona.  .^  ^^^  southern  half  of  the  Firozpur  valley. 

The  percentages  of  the  various  soils  are — 

Chiknot  or  hard  clay  11'4 

Narmot  or  good  loam  ...     40*3 

Magdaor  soft  loam  •        ...     26*1 

j5iiur  •••  •••  ••■  •••  •••      A/t' It 

8,064  acres,  or  31  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area,  are  shown  as  Dfihri 
or  irrigated  by  the  Landoha,  Tirbeni,  Jhirr,  Darur  and  other ,  streams. 
In  entering  this  D&har  I  have  attempted  to  show  the  area  irrigated 
in  seasons  of  not  more  than  ordinary  rainfall,  but  the  difficulty  of  the 
task  was  increased  by  the  scarcity  of  rain  in  1872,  and  the  almost 
unprecedented  downpour  of  1873.  Welh  too  are  numerous  and 
water  near  the  surface,  the  average  depth  being  19  feet.  12'9  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  is  irrigated  by  wells.  Cutcha  wells  as  shown 
in  the  present  papers  number  49  with  50  l&os  out  of  a  total  of  328 
wells  with  462  l&os  ;  but  in  seasons  of  drought  they  would  be  far  more 
numerous,  their  construction  being  practicable  at  but  little  cost  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  D&har  lands.  67  per  cent,  of  the  wells  are  sweety 
18  per  cent,  brackish,  15  per  cent.  salt.  The  staple  crops  are  cotton, 
wheat,  gram,  barley,  jowfir  and  b&jra. 

6.  ^dion  162.— The  2nd  circle  or  Chak  M&ndikhera,  containing 
ch  k  Mindlkhera.  ^*  villages  with  an  area  of  16,250  acres,  diffei-s 

^       °  from  the  last  tract  only  in  the  value  of  its 

D&har.  This,  except  in  a  few  villages,  benefitted  by  the  drainage  of  the 
immediately  adjacent  hills,  lies  beyond  the  influence  of  the  inundating 
streams  except  in  seasons  of  more  than  ordinary  rain.  The  percentages 
of  soils  are  Chiknot  16,  Narmot  45,  Magda  23,  Bhur  16.  The  percent^e 
of  well-irrigated  area  is  91.  Cutcha  wells  number  90  with  95  Idos  out 
of  192  wells  with  227  lios  :  60  per  cent,  of  the  wells  contain  sweet,  25 
per  cent  brackish  and  25  per  cent,  salt  water.  The  staples  are  the  same 
as  in  Chak  Landoha. 

6.  Seotian  163.— The  third  circle,  Chak  Chiknot,  containing  23  vil- 
lages  with  a  total  area  of  19,873  acres,  is  a  low- 
^^  lying  tract  characterized  by  the  prevalence  of 

bard  black  clay  (Chiknot ):  65  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  is  Chik- 
not, 24  per  cent.  Narmot,  8  per  cent.  Magda  and  3  per  cent  Bhiir.  8,093 
acres  or  43*7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  is  shown  as  D&hri.  In  three 
of  the  villages  these  lands  are  those  lying  on  the  border  of  the  sheet  of 
water  known  as  the  Kotla  jhil,  but  except  in  seasons  of  very  heavy 
rain  when  the  streams  from  the  south  after  flowing  over  Chak  M&ndi- 
khera  occasionally  inundate  some  of  the  villages  of  this  circle,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Dihar  does  not  enjoy  any  very  ^eat  superiority  of 
irrigation,  the  lands  shown  under  this  heading  being  merely  those, 
which,  lying  somewhat  lower  than  the  country  immediately  adjacent, 
receive  and  retain  its  drainage. 
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Owing  to  the  saltness  of  tbe  water,  there  is  bat  little  irrigation 
from  wells,  tbe  well  irrigation  being  only  3'2  per  cent.  15  estates  are 
totally  destitute  of  weUs  which  can  be  used  for  irrigation,  and  in  only 
four  villages  do  irrigation  wells  with  sweet  water  exist.  Of  the  total 
of  65  wells  with  74  l&os  shown  in  Form  A,  all  but  2  wells  with  2 
l&oB  are  of  masonry,  28  per  cent,  are  sweet,  37  brackish  and  35  per  cent, 
salt.  Wheat  and  jow4r  are  the  crops  for  which  the  circle  b  best 
adapted.  Cotton  and  the  other  staples  of  the  former  circle  are  also 
grown. 

7.  Section  164. — Chak  Bhuder  comprises  58  estates  with  an  area 
OhakBhnder.  ^^  56,217  acres.   32  of    these  lie  along  the 

western  side  of  the  hills  that  separate  the  Flroz- 
pur  from  the  P6nah£na  pars&nah,  16  along  their  eastern  side  and  10 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lirozpur  valley.  The  32  villages  first  men- 
tioned resemble  each  other  in  the  following  characteristics  : — 

1.  Immediately  under  the  hUl  the  soil  is  inferior,  Bh6r,  growing 

hardly  anything  but  the  inferior  pulses. 

2.  As  the  distance  from  the  hill  increases  the  Bhur  improves  in 

quality,  and  in  the  character  of  its  produce  until  it  is 
succeeded  by 

3.  A  tract  of  Magda  or  light  loam,  it  is  in  this  that  the  irrigation 

wells  are  generally  constructed. 

4.  A  large  number  of  villages  stretch  still  further  down  into  the 

valley  lands,  and  contain  lands  which  would  more  properly 
belong  to  one  of  the  first  three  circles. 

The  other  villages  of  the  circle  are  not  equally  homogeneous  in 
character,  but  in  all  the  same  general  rule  prevails,  that  the  soils 
increase  in  value  according  to  their  distance  from  the  hills,  until  they 
meet  and  merge  in  the  more  valuable  lands  of  the  adjacent  circles. 

Of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  38,726  acres,  5  per  cent,  is  classed 
as  Chiknot,  11  per  cent,  as  D^armot,  19  per  cent,  as  Magda  and  65  per 
cent  as  Bhiir. 

Of  the  655  irrigation  wells  with  716  l&os,  490  are  of  masonry,  and 
165  wells  with  166  l&os  are  cutcha.  78  per  cent  are  svfeet,  17  per  cent, 
brackish  and  5  per  cent,  salt  The  depth  to  water  varies  according  to 
the  proximity  to  the  hilL  The  average  of  tbe  circle  is  25*5  feet  The 
great  staple  of  the  inferior  lands  is  b&jra,  in  the  better  soils  the  staples 
are  cotton,  barley,  gram  and  jowdr. 

8.  Bectian  165. — Chak  Ftinah&na  is  similar  in  character  to  the 
rv  V  P#i  lA^  Chak  B6ngar  in  PalwaL  It  comprises  89 
vhB^  I'tmanana.  ©states  with  a  total  area  of  67,556  acres.    The 

land  is,  as  a  rule,  level;  and  except  near  the  detached  bills  is  generally 
Narmot  or  good  loam.  Tbe  percentages  of  the  various  soils  are  Chik- 
not 11,  Narmot  69,  Magda  14,  Bbdr  6.  The  depth  at  which  water  is 
found  is  considerable  towards  the  east  and  north  and  diminishes  towards 
the  west  and  south.  The  average  of  the  circle  is  35  feet  7  per  cent. 
of  the  cultivation  is  shown  as  well  irrigated.  Of  the  416  wells  with 
732  Uos  shown  in  form  A^  54  wells  with  57  lios  are  cutcha^  and  362 
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wells  with  675  Mos  are  of  masonry.  58  per  cent,  contain  sweet,  29 
per  cent,  brackish  and  13  per  cent,  salt  water.  The  staples  are  cotton, 
gram,  jowd.r,  barley,  bdjra  and  wheat.  A  Rdjbaha  of  the  Agra  Canal, 
recently  constructed,  can  now  irrigate  five  villages,*  but,  as  in  the 
Chak  BAngar  of  Palwal,  there  was  no  irrigation  of  this  sort  in  the  year 
of  measurement ;  the  lands  are  therefore  recorded  as  unirrigated. 

9.  Section  166. — In  seasons  of  especially  heavy  rainfall  there  is  an 
TTi    d  *   •    f      f  Chak    o^^^QW  in  the  pargfinah  from  the  canal,  which 

PuuahAna.^*^*  ^^^  ^  drains   off  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Landoha, 

and  of  the  Chandeni  jhll  in  N6h ;  but  as  this 
overflow  is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  Rs.  0-4-0  per  bigha  or  Rs.  0-61% 
per  acre  is  collected  by  the  Canal  department  whenever  the  lands  are 
so  irrigated,  I  have  not  considered  it  advisable  to  treat  the  lands  as 
Ddhri.  A  detailed  Statement  of  the  irrigation  from  khaiif  of  1865  to 
the  rabi  of  1874  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  oflScer  in  charge. 
It  shows  that  3,591  acres  in  thirty  villages  were  irrigated  from  this 
$ource  after  the  almost  unprecedented  rains  of  1873,  but  that  during 
the  remaining  8  ye.'irs  the  total  area  irrigated  was  only  244  acres  in 
three  villages.  During  six  years  there  was  no  iiTigation,  and  in  the 
seventh  year  only  11  acres.  With  reference  to  the  foregoing  consider- 
ations I  have  shown  these  lands  as  unirrigated.  The  supply  of  water 
is  so  rare  and  so  uncertain,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
estimate  what  additional  assessment  could  be  demanded  from  villages 
which  are  thus  occasionally  benefited.  When  irrigated  these  lands 
are  measured  by  the  Canal  department,  and  a  water  rate  collected, 
it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  even  attempt  such  a  calculation ;  an  owner's 
rate  collected  with,  and  in  addition  to  the  water  rate  would  be  far  more 
satisfactory,  and  would,  from  the  elimination  of  the  element  of  chance 
for  which  allowance  would  otherwise  have  to  be  made,  probably  yield 
more  to  Government. 

10.  Section  167. — The  other  irrigation  works  in  the  tahsil  under 

Other  irrigation  works.       ^^®    management  of    the  Canal  department 
^  .   are — 

1.  The  Kotila  embankment  and  Kdla  band, 

2.  The  Banfei  band. 

They  will  be  more  fully  described  in  the  following  paragraph. 

11.  Section  168.— The  Landoha  rises  in  Alwar,  and  enters  the  dis- 
Natural  irrigation  of  the    ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  southern  extremity  of  the  tahsfl. 

Landoha  valley.  In  Mr.  Gubbins*  Settlement  report  paras.  8  to  13 

appended  to  the  statistical  account  of  Gurgaon, 
there  is  an  account  of  the  arrangements  then  made  with  the  Alwar 
State,  as  to  the  management  of  the  stream ;  and  id  1860  and  1861  a 
fuither  correspondence  in  Vernacular  and  English  took  place  with  the 
Political  Agent  of  Alwar  on  this  question.  1  am  at  present  in  commu- 
nication with  the  Political  Agent  on  the  same  subject,  and  will  sub- 
mit the  correspondence  when  completed.  After  entering  this  district  it 
flows  along  the  centre  of  the  Firozpur  valley,  flooding  the  lands  on 
either  side.    At  a  point  about  ten  miles  to  the  north  it  is  divided  into 

^Irrigation  has  been  since  further  extended* 
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ti^o  streamB  by  a  ooople  of  bands  or  embankments  constracted  at  a 
short  distance  from  one  another.  As  the  maintenance  of  these  is  essen- 
tial to  the  irrigation  of  tlie  villa^  situated  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
sti^am,  while  the  villages  in  which  the  bands  are  situated  have  but  little 
interest  in  their  being  maintained,  I  am  making  arrangements  which 
will  be  submitted  for  sanction,  when  completed,  by  which  the  villages 
who  are  interested  in  these  bands  will  contribute  to  their  repairs.  After 
flowing  through  several  other  estates,  both  branches  (the  western 
having  meanwhile  being  joined  by  a  brook  called  the  Jhirr)  reach  the 
large  village  Sakras.  In  seasons  of  ordinary  rain  the  Landoha,  now 
indttding  the  Jhirr,  if  it  passes  this  point  does  so  in  a  volume  insuffi- 
cient for  purposes  of  irrigation,  but  when  the  rainfall  is  more  than 
ordinarily  heavy,  the  water  passes  on  from  Sdkras  into  the  Gircle  Man- 
dikhera  and  formerly  eventually  fell  into  the  Kotild  jhil,  on  the  north- 
west border  of  the  tahsil.  In  1838  a  catch-water  drain  and  embank- 
ment was  constructed  crossing  the  valley  in  a  north-eastern  direction 
from  the  Alwar  hills  into  the  Nuh  tahsil,  and  carrying  off  the  surplus 
waters  of  the  Landoha,  Jhirr,  and  other  small  streams,  so  as  to  meet 
a  canal  in  the  Nuh  tahsil,  which  drains  a  second  jhQ,  and  which  in 
seasons  of  heavy  rain  discharges,  as  before  noticed,  into  the  Punah^na 
Parganah.  This  woi^  is  known  as  the  Kotila  embankment,  and  with 
its  subsidiary  work  the  E&la  band  has  irrigated  during  the  last  ten 
years  7,934  acres  in  12  villages  in  7  years;  in  three  years  there  was 
no  irrigation.  Irrigation,  however,  from  this  work  is  not  confined  to 
seasons  in  which  the  Landoha  and  Jhirr  after  passing  over  circle  Mandi- 
khera  fall  into  the  drain,  as  another  stream  the  Balonj  is  intercepted  by 
the  cutting  at  the  spot  where  it  meets  the  Alwar  hills.  The  second 
work  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  Bandi-si  band,  is  thrown 
across  the  Landoha  at  a  point  which  is  only  reached  by  it  in  seasons, 
when  it  flows  over  the  Dahar  lands  of  Ohak  Mandikhera.  After 
the  heavy  rains  of  1873,  219  acres  were  irrigated  in  two  villages.  Of 
the  eight  other  years  for  which  a  statement  of  irrigation  has  been 
prepared,  in  six  years  there  was  no  irrigation  from  this  work.  The 
canal  department  collects  a  water  rate  of  Rs.  0-6-4  per  acre  on  the 
lands  benefitted  by  these  two  irrigation  works.  In  Punah&na  the 
lands  thug  watered  were  shown  as  unirrigated,  in  this  parganah  they 
have  been  entered  as  D^hri.  The  reason  for  the  difl[erence  in  practice 
is  that  while  in  Punahana  the  lands  thus  irrigated  were  naturally 
dry  and  high  lying  in  this  parganah,  these  lands  are  mixed  up  with 
and  shnilfur  to  the  lowlying  Ddhar  lands  around  them :  they  may 
sometimes  be  irrigated  from  one  source  and  sometimes  from  both  :  it 
would  be  impossible  to  draw  with  certainty  any  clear  line  as  the 
boundary  between  the  natural  and  artificial  D^ar,  and  I  would  there- 
fore propose  that  in  this  parganah  owner's  rates  should  be  charged  in 
addition  to  the  present  Rs.  0-6-4  per  acre  only  on  such  lands  irrigated 
from  these  works  as  were  recorded  as  unirrigated  at  settlement. 
Besides  the  main  streams  here  detailed^  there  are  several  other  torrents 
of  minor  importance. 

NoTB.— The  Bannrsi  band  has  leen  since  given  up,  and  the  other  works  placed  nnder 
the  Depatj  Commissioner. 
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12.    Section  169.— Of  tbe  229  villages  of  this  tafasfl,  as  at  present 
Former  Settlemento  constituted,    194    belonged    to    the    original 

parganah  of  Firo^ur  and  Punanana,  which  hav- 
ing been  conferred  in  jagir  by  Lord  Lake,  on  Nawdb  Ahmad  Baksh  Khan, 
were  forfeited  in  1835  by  his  son  Shams-ud-din  Khdn,  owing  to  his  insti- 
gation of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Fraser  at  Delhi  in  1835,  Eighteen  villages 
formed  part  of  the  parganah  of  Hatin  and  twelve  villages  part  of  Nuh. 

Firozpur  and  Punah&na  lapsed  in  the  rabi  of  1243  fasli,  A.  D. 
1835,  and  having  been  in  great  measure  settled  in  1835  aud  1836  by 
Messrs.  Gubbins  and  Masson,  the  whole  of  the  assessments  were  after 
revision  reported  as  a  Summary  Settlement  by  Mr.  M.  Gubbins  in  1837. 

From  that  officer^s  report  it  appears  that  Uie  net  average  collections 
of  the  Land  Revenue  in  both  parganabs  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  the 
jagird^.r's  management,  including  Rs..  14^700,  on  account  of  abiefibs  or 
extra  imposts,  had  been  Rs.  2,25,700  per  annum  out  of  an  average 
demand  of  Rs.  2,45,700.  The  assessment  of  the  Summary  Settlement 
in  these  villages  as  finally  submitted  for  sanction  amounted  to  Rs.  2,14,819 
plus  Rs.  10,772  muqaddami  or  headman's  allowance,  the  total  being 
Ks.  2,25,591.  In  the  following  year  1838  or  1246  fasli,  a  regular 
Settlement  of  the  parganah  was  concluded  by  the  same  oflScer.  This 
Settlement  took  up  the  former  leases,  which  had  been  given  for  various 
periods,  remissions  being  given  at  once,  and  enhancements  commencing 
from  the  expiry  of  the  terms  previously  fixed.  The  results  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables  taken  from  Mr.  Gubbins'  report: — 

PARGINAH  FiROZPtJR. 


Jama  of 
1245. 

Jama   of '1246 
being  the  first 
year  of  revised 
Settlement. 

i 

1 

1 

Maximum  janfaj 
of       revised 
Settlement  at- 
tained in  1256 

s 

1 

Parganah  Firozpur  KhAs  as 
it  stood  in  1246  containing 
9.S  Maazahs. 

1,37,360 

1,34,669 

... 

3,791 

1,^16,672 

... 

788 

Government  gardens  and  fruit 
trees  at  Firozpur    not  in- 
cluded in  Sommaiy  Settle- 
ment. 

849 

331 

ia 

331 

18 

7  Mauzahs    added     from 
parganah  P6nahdna. 

12,676 

13,731, 

1A>*> 

14,039 

1,364 

... 

6  Mauzahs    added    from 

Full 
jama 
6,827. 
Short 
jama 
6,731. 

6,679 

•  a. 

On  full 
jama 

248,  on 

short 

jama 

162. 

B,098 

OnfuU 

jama 

271, 

on  short 

jama 

.S67. 

... 

> 

Total  Firozpur  parganah  as  it 
will  stand  from  1246. 

•Full 
jama 

1,66,211. 
Short 
jama 

1,66,116 

1,64,210 

... 

On  full 
jama 
2,001,  on 
short 
jama 
1,906. 

1,67,040 

On  full 

jama 

829, 

on  short 

jama 

926. 

.•• 
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i. 


Parganah  Pcjnahana. 


Parganah  Pdnab&na  as  it  ori- 
ginallj  f-toodin  1245  con- 
taining 104  Maazahs. 


Add  5  Manzahfl  added  from 
Hatin, 


Pednct  1  Manzah,  Pawnor, 
transferred  to  Hatin. 


Dedact  7  M  aiu&hs  transferred 
to  Firozpor, 


Parganah  Pfinahdna  as  it  will 
stand  from  1245. 


OS  ^   O  ^ 


77,437 


4,974 


570 


12,676 


69,166 


77,749 


4,556 


670 


13,731 


68,003 


312 


1,056 


c8  J>  A 

»  S  S  PJ 


419 


1,163 


85,965 


5,010 


712 


14,039 


76,224 


8,528 


36 


142 


1,364 


7,058 


8 


In  1841  Mr.  Gubbins  himself  reported  that  these  assessments  were  too 
severe,  that  both  parganahs,  and  especially  Punahdna  had  deteriorated 
much  since  Settlement,  and  that  immediate  and  permanent  relief  must 
be  granted. 

In  accordance  with  his  representations  the  jama  of  Firozpur  was 
reduced  by  Rs.  30,665  or  19^  per  cent.,  and  that  of  P6nahana  by 
Rs.  17,691  or  23^  percent.,  leaving  the  Firozpur  demand  Rs.  1,26,375 
and  that  of  Punahdna  at  Rs.  58,533,  total  Rs.  1,84,908.  Twelve  villages 
from  parganah  Nuh  assessed  at  Rs.  10,500  and  twelve  from  parganah 
Hatin  assessed  at  Rs.  7,676,  have  since  been  added  to  the  tahsil,  rais- 
ing the  demaad  to  Rs.  2,03,084.  In  two  estates  a  reduction  of  Rs.  222 
has  been  granted  on  account  of  deterioration  through  deposit  of  sand, 
and  other  slight  diminutions  of  assessment  have  resulted  from  the  taking 
up  of  land  for  public  purposes ;  the  present  jama  of  the  whole  tahsil  is 
Rs.  2,02,917. 

13.    Section  170.— In   the   Statistical  account    of  Gurgaon,  Mr. 
Working  of  the  Settie-    Fraser    writing  about  1849   states,   that    the 
ment.  Settlements  of  both  Firozpur    and  Punah&na 

had  worked  well,  and  were  favorable  to  property.  In  the  mutiny,  the 
records  were  destroyed,  but  the  annexed  table  of  transfers  by  sale  No. 
I  *  shows  that  only  208  acres  have  changed  hands  by  sale  since  1857, 
at  an  average  price  of  nearly  Rs.  32  per  acre  or  Rs.  19-4-6  per  rupee 
of  the  Government  demand. 


♦Not  now  given, 
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The  table  oT  existing  moftgagee  No.  II*  shows  that  8  per  cent,  of  th« 
area  of  the  tahsil  is  under  mortgage,  in  a*total  sum  of  R«.  3,88,954,  of 
-which  Bs.  2,48,506  has  been  lent  by  members  of  the  agricultural  class. 
The  average  of  Ae  mon^gage  money  per  acre  is  nearly  Rs.  25. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  mortgages  are  most  heavy  in  Chak 
Handikhera,  where  ^he  mortgage  money  falls  art  the  rate  of  Ite.  6-12-10 
per  acre  of  the  total  area.  The  mortgages  in  Chak  Chiknot,  are  also 
^above  the  average  d(  the  tahsil,  but  of  the  total  mortgage  money  of 
Bs.  78,276  Bs.  24,572  are  due  &om  one  village  with  an  area  of  only 
1,946  acres.  The  total  >mortgage4noney 'falls  on  the  total  area  of  the 
tahsil  at  Bs.  2-0-2  per  acre,  in  Palwal  th«  incidence  was  Rs.  0-8-7.  Not 
much  land  has  been  takea  up  for  pubKc  purposes,  the  appended 
statement  No.  Ill  *  shows  the  price  paid  to  be  Rs.  16-2-1  per  acre  and 
Rs.  10  3-0  per  rupee  of  the  Q^ovemment  demand. 

14.  Sedtion  171.— The  Statement  No.  IV  *  of  balances  and  remis- 

lUmissions.  -^alancefl,  &c       «^^^  /^^«^  }^P }''.  ^^^^  ^^T"^'  ^^**  ^^^  ^"'j® 
exception  of  the  balances  and  remissions  due  to 

the  famine  year  of  1860-61,  the  Qovernment  demand  has  been  collected 

•^^ith  very  great  regularity.    The  few  other  cases  of  balance  were 

occasioneddn  two  instances  by  destruction  of  crops  from  hill  streams,  ia 

three  by  deterioration  from  the  deposit  of  sand,  and  in  every  other  case  by 

excessive  floods,  which  were  most  frequent  in  the  villages  bordering  on 

the  Koti1£  jhfl.    No  resort  was  made  to  any  of  the  severer  measures 

of  coercion,  in  twenty-four  cases  personalty  was  attached  but  not  sold^ 

in  three  cases  the  headmen's  fees  were  confiscated  and  one  headman 

was  taken  into  custody. 

15.  Section  172. — The  above  facts  are,  I  think,  sufficient  to  prove 
o^i.,        i.       ,  J    ^'^^^^^  although  the  Settlement  presses  rather 

gen^all?teir       ^  lieavily  on  individual  villages  and  although,  as 

I  hope  to  show,  in  one  circle  Chak  Mandikhera, 
some  reduction  of  assessment  is  in  justice  required,  yet  the  present 
assessment  has,  on  the  whole,  worked  well.  Transfers  by  sale  havebeem 
"very  few,  mortgages  are  not  Except  in  a  few  instances  oppressive;  and 
the  revenue  has  been  regularly  and  easily  collected. 

16.  Section  173. — Fironpur  is  distinctively  a  Meo  country :  of  the 
Agricultural  tribes,  owners     229  villages     of  the    tahsil,     M.e08    own    185 

and  cultivators.  villages  wholly  and  shares,  generally  to  a  large 

extent,  in  35  villages.  Khanzadfe,  a  tribe  very  similar  to  the  Meos,  owa 
three  entire  estates  and  shares  in  five;  Faqf rs  two  entire  estates  and 
shares  in  six ;  Oujars  and  Sheikhs,  one  entire  estate  each,  the  latter 
also  a  fihare  in  two  other  villages.  The  Meos  are,  undoubtedly,  an 
suiithrifty,  reckless,  impulsive  race ;  indeed  the  mere  fact  of  a  common 
Tate  of  mterest  paid  by  them  being  37J  per  cent,  would  prove  tliis,  but 
how  to  characterize  them  as  agriculturists  I  hardly  know.  An  observa- 
tion of  many  of  their  villages,  especially  in  Firozpur  valley,  would  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  their  cultivation  was  fairly  careful  and  laborious ; 
while  in  other  estates,  especially  in  those  which  are  lightly  assessed, 
the  cultivation  seemed  more  in  accordance  with  the  traditional  character 

*  Not  now  given. 
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ertfie- tribe.  THey  have  ever  been  a  wild  lawless  race,  and  altbougH' 
Rnder  English  rule,  they  have  begun  to  settle  down  into  more  quiet  ways 
of  life,  yet  in  assessing  their  lands  it  will  be  necessary  to  remember  this. 
In  their  own  interests  I  think,  that  too  light  or  too  heavy  an. assessment 
will  be  almost  equally  inadvisable;  Too  thriftless  to  work,  without 
some  degree  ofcompulsiont  an^  unduly  light  assessment  will  leave  themt 
idle,  and  therefore;  in  spite  of  the  assessment,  poor ;.  too  high  an  assess- 
ment or  a  sudden  and  excessive*  rise  of  the  Government  demand  will: 
Ibe  likely  to  force-  tbexa»  into*  a  renewal  dT  their,  aneient  habits  of 

plunder. 

•  »  #  •-  »' 

18.    SeeHofV  VT^k^^ln  Statement  A^  will  be  fbund  a  comparative- 
Comparison  of  reaourcesot    view^of  the  Statistics  of  the  tahsQ  at  last 
tiOiaU  at  former  Settlement    Settlement  and  noW)  as  iiv  Palwal  and  for 
and  now.  Population.  ^^  same  reasonSf  the  comparison  is  imperfect. 

The  former  populatioa*  is  that  of  Mr.  Fraser's  Census  taken  about 
1*845,  the  present  population^  is  that  of  the  Censusof  1868.-  The  figures- 
in  Form-  A.  idiow  the  agricultural  population  only,  the  total  population 
By  Mr.  Fraser's  Census  was  79,989,  it  now  is  121,972,  the  increase 
Being  41,983  or  32:5'  per  cent. ;  in  the  agriculturallpopulationonly  the 
increase  is  16,16&-or29'3  per  cent 

19:  Section  17 Oi — An  analysis  of  the  comparison  in  Form  A  gives- 
Cnlfeivation  and  irrigation,     the  following  results  :— 


CiacLiB# 


Increase  o»  dSBcrease  in  cultivated  1 
and  fallow  area  with  percentage.  I- 

Increase    or  decrease    in    total  1 
irrigated  area  with  percentage. ) 


^• 


+  4,739 


86> 
+8,294 


I 


hj,377 
12 

5,673 


5& 


J 


+  4,638 


21 

1,402 


II 


I 


+  10,207 


36 
-  2,290 


26 


+  19.369 


47 
+  1,637 


51 


1 


+  40.225-^ 


34 


-  4,434- 
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20.    Sectioifh     l76i— As  compared  with  Palwal, 
Comparison  with  PalwaL 

1.  The  manured  area  is  &  perceiii.  in  F(i?ozpur  against  11 

per  cent,  in  Palw€j. 

2.  Owing  to  the  large  area  under  cotton    in  Firozpur,  the 

percentile  under  the  first  class  of  produce  is  19*5  per 
cent,  in  l?uf03q)ur  against  11  per  cent,  in  Palwal, 

3.  The  well  irrigated  area  is  9-2  per  cent,  in  Firozpur  and. 

in  Palwal  10'5. 

4.  Culturable  waste  which  is  10  per  cent,  in- Palwal  is  little- 

over  2  per  cent,  in  Firozpur,  and  in  consequence  the^ 
number  of  cattle  to  the  acre  ia  27  per  cent,  greater 
in  Palwal  tiian  in  Firozpur. 
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5.    The  total  of  the  agricultural  population  to  the  square  mile 
is  235  in  Firozpur,  264(  in  Palwal. 

21.  Section  177. — The  very  large  area  shown  as  fallow  at  last 

.,   x.>x.,       X     Settlement  will  be  remarked.    This  must  have 
FaUow  at  last  hettlement.     ^^^  ^^^  ^    ^^   ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^p^  ^^^^ 

standing  at  the  time  of  measurement  being  so  entered  whether  cropped 
within  the  agricultural  year  or  not.  That  this  was  so,  1  think,  appears 
clearly  not  only  from  the  large  area  of  fallow  entered,  but  also  from 
Mr.  Gubbins  having  treated  the  fallow  in  his  report  as  cultivated.  It 
follows  that  in  estimating  the  increase  of  cultivation,  the  comparison 
must  be  made  between  the  totals  of  cultivated  and  fallow,  not  of 
cultivated  only. 

22.  Section  178. — The  circles  in  which  a  decrease  of  well-irrigation 
Decrease  of  well-irrigated    ^^   shown  comprise  those  low  lands    of  the 

area  in  certaia  circles.  Firozpur  valley  in  which,  while   in  favorable 

seasons  they  are  flooded  by  the  Landoha,  tho 
various  hill  torrents,  and  the  drainage  water  of  the  higher  lands  around, 
in  times  of  drought,  when  the  natural  irrigation  has  failed,  unbricked 
wells  are  constructed  in  large  numbers.  These  fall  in  with  the  first 
flood,  and  cannot  be  reconstructed  until  a  period  of  dryness  has  restored 
sufficient  stability  to  the  sub-soil.  Mr.  Gubbins*  Settlement  was  made 
in  a  year  of  drought,  and  he  wrote  in  his  report,  *'  well-irrigation  hav- 
ing in  the  present  season  of  drought,  been  pushed  to  its  utmost,  the 
record  of  that  class  shows  in  most  cases  the  extreme  amount  of  irriga- 
tion of  which  each  Mauzah  is  capable. "  The  present  measurements 
having  been  partly  conducted  in  a  year  of  unusual  flood,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  different  results  harve  been  obtained.  There  is  unfortunately  no 
record  of  the  number  of  wells  existing  at  Mr.  Gubbins'  Settlement, 
and  although  the  present  statement  divides  the  existing  wells  into 
old  and  new,  i.  e.,  those  existing  at  and  those  constructed  since  Settle- 
ment, there  is  nothing  to  show  the  number  of  wells  which  have  fallen 
in  since  Settlement.  The  accuracy  of  the  comparison  is  also  lessened 
in  consequence  of  the  wet  lands  of  the  villages  transferred  from  Nuh 
and  Hatin  being  in  the  statements  of  the  former  Settlement  shown  in 
one  column  without  any  distinction  of  naturally  and  artificially  irri- 
gated lands.  As  in  these  villages  natural  is  more  abundant  than 
artificial  irrigation,  these  lands  are  now  shown  in  Form  A  as  naturally 
irrigated. 

23.  Section  179. — The  circles  in  which  a  decrease  of  the  naturally 
Decrease  in  the  naturally  irri-    irrigated  area  is  shown,  are  those  in    which 

gated  area.  this  irrigation  is  mainly  dependent  on  the 

Landoha. 

Mr.  Gnbbins  in  his  report  wrote, — "  More  difficulty  attended  the 
ascertainment  of  the  D&har.  The  Landoha  stream  had  failed,  and 
cultivation  there  was  none,  by  which  the  limits  of  its  ovei-flow  could 
be  discovered.  The  preparation  of  this  record  was  entrusted  to  the 
tahsilddr,  whose  previous  experience  and  acquaintance  with  the 
parganah  were  of  much  service. "    This  work  was  afterwards  tested  by 
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Mr.  Oabbins.  The  arrangements  mentioned  in  para.  II  &ad  then  been 
recently  completed,  and  Mr.  Gubbins  seems  to  have  over-rated  their 
probable  effect  on  the  Dahar  lands  of  Firozpur.  In  1841  he  wrote — 
"  The  works  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut.  Western^ 
(  Engineers  )  have  proved  insufficient  to  ensure  the  regular  passage  of 
the  Landoha  waters  into  Firozpur  even  in  years  of  good  rain.  In 
assessing  I  did  not  allow  sufficiently  for  the  uncertainty  of  the  Ddhar.'* 
Under  these  circumstances  I  think  it  very  probable  that  the  DAhar 
lands  were  over-estimated,  not  only  so,  but  it  is  fairly  certain  that  the 
ffoods  of  the  Landoha  have  of  late  years  diminished  in  frequency  and 
extent,  nor  is  this  fact  at  all  surprising.  As  cultivation  iucreases^  in 
Alwar,  the  supply  of  water  from  surface  drainage  must  diminish,  and  the 
number  of  temporary  bands  with  which  the  Gurgaon  authorities  would 
find  it  impossible  to  interfere  will  increase.  In  circle-  Chiknot,  the 
iiKsrease  in  irrigated  land  may  be  partly  owing  to  my  having  shown  as 
an  inferior  Dihar,  lands  which.  Mr.  Barnes  in  the  Nuh  and  Hatii^ 
villages  showed  as  unirrigated,  but  is  probably  mainly  due  to  the- 
increase  in  cultivation.  I  have,  myself,  personally  inspected  the  D&hair 
of  each  village  and  made  enquiries  into  its  character  and  value. 

24h    Section    180. — No  new   marts  have   been    created    since 
Trade  and  Commanica-      Settlement ;  Firozpur,  Funah^na,   Hodal  and 
*io^-  Kosi  being  still    the  chief  markets  for  the 

produce-  of  the  tahal ;.  but  the  town  of  Firozpur  which  now  carries 
on  a  thriving  trade,  especially  in  cottoQ,  has  increased  in  importance ; 
the  Rijputani  State  Railway,  recently  opened,  which  traverses  the 
adjacent  state  of  Alwar  may,  perhaps,  divert  the  trade  from  its 
old  channels.  The  construction  of  the  East  Indian  Railway  by 
facilitating  communications  with  the  other  parts  of  India  has  rendered 
possible  the  great  extention  of  cotton  cultivation.  I  know  of  no  new 
lines,  of  conmiunicatioa  withia  the  tahsil  itself 


u 


38.  Section  181. — In  my  Palwal  report  I  detailed  the  processes  by 
Process  of  determining    which  I  had  arrived  at  my  proposed  rates.     My 

revenue  rates.  procedure  in  this  tahsil  has  been  very  similar, 

the  only  points  of  difference  being,  that  I  derived  far  less  assistance 
here  than  in  Palwal  from  the  existing  rent  rates,  and  that  on  the  other 
hand,  I  was  enabled  to  compare  my  rates  with  those  which  I  had 
already  recommended  in  Palwal.  As  before  stated,  the  villages  in  which 
any  rent  rates  worthy  of  notice  exist  are  extremely  few. 

39.  Section  182.— The  rates  of  last  Settlement  were— 
Bates  of  last  Settlement. 


Sort  of  land. 

Firozpur. 

PAiiahAna. 

Nuh.        1 

Hatin. 

Chahi 

310 

3-3 

3-8 

Dahri 

3-2 

... 

20 

... 

•g  fChikjiot 

20 

Ill 

112 

Ill 

K  J  Narmot 

... 

... 

1-8 

fiilBUiir 

1-6 

1-3 

12 

... 

Culturable 

... 

0-5 

... 
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40.    Section  183.^The  only  points  of  difference  in  these  two 
Circieg    Landoha    and    circles  is  in  the  value  of  their  Dfihar  lands, 
Mandikhera.  those  in  Chak  Landoha  lying  within  and  those 

in  Chak  Mandikhera  beyond  the  point,  which  the  Landoha  may  be 
expected  to  reach  in  seasons  of  ordinary  rainfall.  Except  in  the 
assessment  of  the  Ddhar,  I  shall  therefore  treat  the  two  circles  as  one. 
The  increase  in  cultivation  since  last  Settlement  has  been  21  per  cent. 
in  Chak  Landoha  and  12  per  cent,  in  Chak  Mandikhera ;  but  I  am 
nevertheless  unable  to  recommend  any  increase  of  more  than  nominal 
amount  in  the  assessment  of  the  two  circles  taken  together.  The  rates 
which  I  propose  for  sanction  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 
Ch&hi     ...  ...  ...    3    8    0 

D^ri      ...  ...  ...    2    8    0  in  Chak  Landoha. 

2    0    0  in  Chak  Mandikhera. 
ChiknotandNarmot    1  12    0 
...    1     6    0 

...     1    2    0 

«  « 


I  Uniknot  and 


41.  Section  184. — I  have  in  no  circle  framed  rates  for  culturable 
No  rate  on   caltarable    i^aste ;  the  area  SO  shown  does  not,  in  any  circle, 

waste.  amount  to  over  3  per  cent,  of  the  assessable 

area ;  and  there  are  very  few  villages  in  which  it  would  be  advisable 
in  the  true  interests  of  the  people  that  more  land  should  be  brought 
under  cultivation. 

42.  The  hills  which  are  mere  low  rocky  ranges  are  also  excluded 
„.„       ^  ,  from  assessment :  there  is  a  little  wood  grown 

on  their  sides  and  they  yield  some  grazing  in 
the  rainy  months.  The  collections  of  the  Nawdb,  who  held  the  hills 
as  State  property,  from  this  source  amounted  to  Rs.  700,  but  Mr. 
Gubbins  gave  up  this  income  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  villages. 

Where  necessary,  a  small  sum  will  be  added  to  the  assessment  of 
an  estate  on  account  of  its  culturable  or  unculturable  waste. 

43.  Section  185. — The  above  rates  will  be  found  higher  than 
Reasons  for  rates  those  which  I  have  elsewhere  proposed,  but 

these  circles  undoubtedly  enjoy  special  advan- 
tages. Their  unirrigated  lands  are  generally  of  good  quality  and  low- 
lying,  and  in  many  cases  benefit  by  the  drainage  of  the  hills  passing 
over  them  into  the  still  lower  Ddhar  lands ;  and  when  needed,  cutcha 
wells  can  be  easily  constructed.  The  Bhur  is  generally  a  surface 
deposit  over  a  good  subsoil,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  valley  and 
adjoining  the  Dahar.  My  proposed  Ddhar  rate  in  Palwal  was  Rs.  2-0-0,* 
but  the  Diihri  tract  there  included  villages  flooded  only  in  seasons  of 
more  than  ordinary  rainfall.  In  Chak  Landoha  where  floods  from  the 
Landoha  may  be  expected  in  all  seasons  of  ordinary  rainfall,  I  do  not 
think   that  Rs.  2-8-0  would  be  an  excessive  assessment:  in  Chak 


*  This  was  raised  to  Hs.  2-4-0. 
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Mandikhera,  aa  the  returns  of  band  irrigation  and  my  own  enquiriu  iJiow 
that  the  D^har  lands  of  this  circle  irrigated  by  the  Landoha  will 
certainly  not,  as  far  as  an  estimate  can  be  framed,  be  flooded  more  than 
one-third  as  ofben  as  the  villages  of  the  Landoha  circle,  I  fix  my  rate 
at  Rs.  2-0-0. 

The  rate  on  well-irrigated  land  i&  high,  as  water  is  very  near  the 
Burfooe  and  well-irrigation  can  be  larf^ely  extended  at  small  outlay. 
It  must  be  remembered  also,  that  part  of  the  measurements  were  made 
after  the  rains  of  1873,,  and  that  the  number  of  cutcha  wells  shown  in 
the  statement  will  tlierefore  be  less  than  the  average. 

44.  Section  186.«^My  reasons  for  not  having  taken  an  increase 
Beaa>ns  why  an  increase    ^^  assessment  commensurate  with  the  increase 

eommensorate  with  the  in-     in  cultivation  are^^ 
cronse  in  colti  ration  ka«  not 
been  taken. 

1.  That  the  increase  in  cultivation  has  not  been  an  unmixed 

gain,  the  culturable  area  now  left  uncultivated  in  these 
circles  being  insufficient  for  the  proper  pasturage  of  the 
cattle, 

2.  Allowance  must  be  made  in  both  circles,  and  especially  in 

Chak  Maadikher%  which  as  the  further  removed  from 
the  sources  of  the  stream  would  sufier  more  from  this 
cause,  for  the  diminished  irrigating  power  of  the  Lan- 
doha. Further,  Mr.  Gubbins  when  recommending  a 
decrease  of  assessment  in  1841,  stated  as  one  ^reat  reason 
of  its  necessit}"^,  that  he  had  over-estimated  tlie  effect;  of 
the  new  works,  on  the  regularity  of  the  Landoha  floods, 
yet  although  such  a  mistake  would,  as  far  as  I  can  judse, 
especially  afiect  the  assessment  of  Mandikhera  circle,  the 
reduction  recommended  here  was  nearly  the  same  as  in 
the  other  circles,  being  20'3  per  cent,  in  this  circle 
against  19'5  per  cent,  in  the  whole  parganah  of  Firozpur. 

3.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  original  Settlement  was 

made  not  only  under  different  rules  of  assessment,  but 
was  mainly  based  on  the  collections  of  the  Nawdb,  who 
as  is  evident  from  Mr.  Gubbins'  report,  rack-rented  the 
country.  The  present  theory  of  assessment  is  very 
different 

4.  Such  rent  rates  as  exist  do  not  support  a  higher  assessment. 

5.  The  mortgages  in  Chak  Mandikhera  are  very  heavy  and  the 

villages  generally  poor. 

45.  Section  187.— Chak  Chiknot  is  characterized  by  its  depression 
Chak Chk    t  below the  general  surface  of  the  country,  by  a 

hard  black  clay  soil  and  by  the  saltness  of  the 
water,  which  renders  well-irrigation  impracticable  in  the  p*eater  part 
of  the  circle.  The  black  clay  is  adapted  to  wheat  cultivation,  and  is 
extremely  productive  in  season  of  more  than  ordinary  lain-fall,  but 
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the  crops  on  it  are  peculiarly  liable  to  suffer  ia  seasoas  in  whicH  tfiere 
is  any  failure  of  the  rains,  while  the  saltness  of  water  prevents  recourse 
to  irrigation  from  cutcha  wells.  Not  only  so,  but  in  several  villages 
including  those  on  the  banks  of  Kotild  jhil  there  are  lands,  which  in 
seasons  of  rain-fall,  are  liable  to  remain  submerged  until  the  season  of 
the  rabi  sowings  has  past.  The  Ddhar  is  inferior  to  thai  of  Chak 
Landoha  in  as  much  as  it  is  only  in  seasons  of  heavy  rain  that  flood 
t^aters  from  extraneous  sources  reach  this  circle,  and  although  superior 
to  that  of  Chak  Mandikhera,  in  that  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  Ddhar 
lands,  they  are  in  most  years,  to  some  extent,  flooded  by  the  drainage  of 
the  higher  lands  around,,  yet  with  reference  to  the  especial  dependence 
of  the  cultivation  on  the  winter  rains  and  the  existing  rates  of  assess- 
ment, I  do  not  feel  able  to  recommend  a  higher  rate  for  D^har  than  in 
that  circle.  From  these  considerations  it  is  evident  that  the  rates  of 
assessment  must  be  lower  than  in  Chak  Landoha. . 

The  rates  I  propose  are — 

R».     A.    P. 

Ch&hi  ...  ...    2    12    0  Low  rate  on  account 

of  the  saltness  of  many  of  fixe  wells. 

Dfihri  ...  ...  2      0    0 

Chiknotandlsarmot  ...  16    0 

Magda  ...  ...  1      2    0 

Bh6r  ...  0    14    0 

^  *  ♦  ♦  #  ♦  * 

46.  Section  188. — As  before  stated,  the  villages  in  Chak  Bhuder- 
Chak  Bhuder  '"^  down  into  the  other  four  circles,  and  the 

Ddhri  and  better  sorts-  of  irrigated  land  incl  uded 
in  their  circle,  will  therefore  be  subject  to  the  rates  of  assessment  pre- 
vailing in  the  circles  which  they  adjoin.  The  Ddhri  rates  will  accord- 
ingly vary  from  Rs,  2-0-0  to  Rs.  2-8-0  and  the  unirrigated  Chiknot  and 
Narmot  rates  from  Rs.  1-4-0  to  Rs.  1-12-0,  and  the  average  rates  may  be 
assumed  to  be  T>&hn  Rs.  2-4-0,  Chiknot  and  Narmot  Rs.  1-8-0.  The 
wells  are  deeper  than  in  the  Landoha  and  Mandikhera  circles,  the  well- 
irrigated  soils  are  inferior,  and  there  is  not  the  same  facility  for  the 
extension  of  well  irrigation ;  on  the  other  hand  there  are  neither  of  the 
especial  reasons  for  a  low  assessment,  which  exist  in  Chaks  Chiknot 
and  Punahdna.     I  would  therefore  assess  Chahi  at  Rs.  3-0-0. 

The  Bhur  is  of  a  somewhat  inferior  description,  and  the  Magda  is^ 
not  good,  so  I  do  not  feel  able*  to  propose  higher  rates  for  these  than 
Rs.  0-14-0  and  Rs.  1-2-0  respectively. 

47.  Section  189, — Chak  Punahfina  adjoins   and  resembles  C^ak 
ChakPiinahina.  Bingar  in  Palwal.     The  present  jama  is  Rs 

56,120, the  rates  proposed  m  Chak  Bangar  would 
give  an  increase  in  this  circle  of  Rs.  29,517  or  52*6  per  cent.  But  such 
an  assessment  would,  I  think,  in  this  circle  be  excessive  ;  although  the 
circles  are  alil^e  in  their  general  characteristics^  there  are  three  points  of 
difference. 
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1.  Palwal  is  inhabited  by  Jats,  Pdnah^na  by  Meos  who,  in  this 

circle,  appear  to  me  to  be  more  careless  cultivators  than 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  tahsil. 

2.  This  is  a  mere  Bar&ni  parganah,  wells  are  not'numerous,  and  of 

those  that  exist  very  many  are  used  only  in  droughts, 
a  circumstance  which  must  affect  the  rates  on  well- 
irrigated  land.  I  find  the  same  peculiarity  noted  in 
Mr.  Gubbins'  summary  Settlement  report :  he  writes — 

"  The  wells  are  few  and  little  used."    And  the  area  which  can  be 

irrigated  by  the  Agra  Canal  is  but  small.     The  prosperity  of  the  circle  is 

therefore  almost  wholly  dependent  on  the  seasonableness  of  the  rainfall. 

3.    The  present  assessment  is  lighter  than  in  Chak  Bdngar  of  Palwal 

being  only  Rs.  0-14-0  per  acre  of  cultivation  against  Rs. 

1-0-5  in  Palwal. 

I  therefore  propose  lower  rates  on  Chfihi  and  the  better  sorts  of 
nnirrigated  soils,  while  the  lighter  soils  which  lend  themselves  more 
readily  to  careless  cultivation  and  suffer  less  in  droughts  may  be  assessed 
more  nearly  as  in  Palwal. 

The  little  D&hri  is  in  isolated  villages  surrounded  by  Bhartp6r 

territory  and  is  irrigated  by  flood  waters  from  that  State. 

My  proposed  rates  then  are — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch&hi        ...  ...     2    8    0 

D^hri         ...  ...     2    2     0 

Chiknotand  Narmot  ...     1    4    0 

Magda      .;.  ...     1     1     0 

Bhur         •.  ...     0  14    0 

#  •  •  #  » 

48.    Section  190. —        *        ♦        On  the  band-irrigated  land  I 

Owners'  rate  recommend  an  owner's  rate  equal  in  amount  to 

one-half  the  present  occupier's  rate  of  Rs.  0-4-0 

per  bigh£  or  Rs.  0-6-4  per  acre,  to  be  collected  with  and  in  addition 

to  that  rate  on  all  lands  so  irrigated  which  have  not  been  recorded  as 

Ch&hi  or  D&hri  at  Settlement. 

The  lands  irrigated  from  these  works  do  not  differ  in  value  from  a 
well  and  regularly  irrigated  natural  Ddhar ;  the  tetal  of  the  owners'  and 
occupiers'  rates,  (and  in  practice  both  will  ordinarily  be  paid  by  the 
same  individual)  will  be  Rs.  0-9-6  per  acre  which  is  less  than  the  extra 
assessment  on  l3&hri  lands  proposed  in  Chaks  Landoha  and  Piinah&na. 
In  estimating  the  adequacy  of  this  rate,  it  must  be  remembered — 

(a).  That,  although,  properly  speaking,  the  extra  assessment  on 
these  lands  will  be  only  Rs.  0-3-2  per  acre,  yet  in  practice 
the  two  rates  together  will  have  the  same  effect  as  an 
extra  assessment  in  Ddhri  lands. 

(6).    That  there  is  no  option  of  refusing  the  water,  and  that  the 
people  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  pay  the  water 
rate  only. 
*  *  »  *  # 
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Section  191.— Ab  in  Falwal  tahsfl,  Kr.  Wood  tboagbi  tbat  I  bad 
Ofedtnontliisiepoifc.  beenimduly  lenieut^  but  my  rates  were  even- 
'  tually  passed  without  alteration  :  tbe  hills  were 
not  to  be  assessed  and  cnlturable  waste  was  directed  to  be  treated  as  in 
tahsil  Palwal.  The  final  orders  on  this  report  were  contained  in  letter 
from  Secretary  to  QoTemment,  to  Secretary  t» Financial  Commissioner^ 
No.  933  of  2nd  August  187S. 

Section  192.«^The  sanctioiied  rates  for  Ghaka  Laadoha  and  Man- 


Uiera. 

dikheia 

were:— 
Es.  A.  P, 

Ch^       ... 

»•*. 

•  ••  8    8 

0- 

T>6hn 

•••• 

...2    8 

0 

ia  Chflfc  Landoha. 

Do. 

r«* 

...2    0 

0- 

in  Chak  ilaodiidienk 

Unirrigatol 

Bs.  A.P. 

Cbiknot  and  NtDrmofc 

•  ••                   .r 

* 

...  1  12    a 

Magda 
Bhur 

•  •• 

•  •  •                     mtrt 

...  1    6    * 
...  1    2    (► 

I  give,  in  the  following  table,  the  results  of  these  rates  as  compared 
with  the  previously  existing  assessment,  and  with  the  totals  of  my 
detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  682  reduced  by  the  Commis- 
sioner on  appeal  in  Chak  Landoha  and  Bs.  60  subsequently  reduced  by 
the  Additiojrial  Financial  Commissioner ; 


Former  jama. 

Jama  at  re- 
venue rates. 

Amount  of 

detailed 
assessment. 

Former 
jama. 

Remarks. 

•Chak  Landoha     ... 
Chak  Mandikhera... 

53,293 
26,225 

51,526 
27,884 

47,852 
31,500 

11  gardens 
allowed    for 
in  statement 
E. 

Of  this  Rs.  51,515  in  Chak  Iiandoha  deduct  Rs.  25  for  gardens  not 
allowed  for  in  Statement  £,  and  Bs.  217  for  leases,  leaving  Rs.  53,040 
as  the  initial  kh&lsa  demand.  In  Chak  Mandikhera  deduct  Rs.  57  fur 
gardens  and  Rs.  26  for  leases,  leaving  Rs.  27,80l'a3  immediate  demand. 

Section    193. — ^The    former    assessment  of    Chak    Chiknot  was 
Deuiled  useNioente  of     Bs.  23,006  :  the  assessments  ac  the  sanctioned 
Chak  Chiknot,  circle  rates  of— 
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Rs.  A.  P. 


Oiflu 
D£hii 


Unirrigated. 


2  12 

0 

2    0 

0 

1    6 

0 

1    2 

0 

0  14 

0 

KJhikDQft  and  Narmot    ... 
Magda     ...        •••        ...        •••. 
j^iitit       ••«        «••        •••        ... 

would  lae  Rs.  29,545  ;  but  of  this  Els.  2,234  belongs  to  lands ;  the 
villages  in  which  these  are  situated  are,  Multhan  and  Ehanpur  Nuh, 
which  form  part  Af  the  Eotiii  jhil,  and  which  have,  as  will  be  noticed 
in  my  remarks  on  the  assessments  of  the  Nuh  tahsil,  been  given  a  fluc- 
tuating assessm^it.  The  rate  jama  of  the  area  of  fixed  assessment  is 
therefore,  Rs.  27,311 ;  I  did  not  however,  find  it  practicable  to  assess 
fully  up  to  my  rates  ;  in  some  villages  the  increase  given  by  these  was 
very  great,  either  on  accoutit  of  tne  former  assessment  having  been 
originally  low  or  on  account  of  the  enormous  increase  in  cultivation. 
GRie  totals  of  my  fixed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  26,112 ;  of  this  Rs.  150 
were  afterwards  reduced  by  order  of  Additional  Financial  Commissioner, 
leaving  Rs.  25,953  the  jama  entered  in  Statement  £ ;  of  this  Rs.  158  is 
temporarily  postponed  on  account  of  protective  leases,  leaving  as  initial 
demand  Rs.  25,800.  The  assessments  for  the  portions  of  the  two  viUages 
subject  to  fluctuating  assessments  have  been  in  1877-78  Rs.  2,272  and 
in  1878-79  Rs.  1,981. 

Section  194. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  per  acre  in  .Chak 

Detailed  assessments  of      ^^^^^  *'^®- 
Ckak  Bhader. 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Ch&hi  ...         ...         ♦.. 

Ddhri  ...        ...         ...        ••• 

... 
... 

3    0 
2    4 

0 
0 

Unirrigated. 

Cliiknot  aud  Narmot 

Magda...        ••«        ...        ... 

jDUur    ...         ..t         *••         .«« 

••• 

1    8 
1    2 
0  14 

0 
0 
0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  is  on  the  amended  area 
Rs.  49,611  ;  my  detailed  assessments  amounted  to  Rs.  49,435,  but  of 
this  Rs.  34  was  reduced  on  appeal  by  the  Commissioner,  and  Bs.  S33 
was  subsequently  reduced  by  the  Additional  Financial  Commissioner. 
Besides  this  Rs.  258  on  gardens. and  Rs.  42  on  maafis  in  Firozpur  must 
be  deducted,  leaving  Rs.  48,768  as  entered  in  Statement  E,  besides  Rs.  78 
reduced  for  five  years.  Rs.  132  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens, 
Rs.  683  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  <^  protective  leases, 
and  Rs.  240   is  assigned.    The  present  khfilsa    demand  is  there- 
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fore  Rs.  47,71«3.  The  former  assessment  including  the  above  Es.  240 
which  is  an  assignment  on  the  jama  of  a  village,  amounted  to 
Rs.  44,439.  The  increase  is  about  7i  per  cent,  or  on  the  full  jama 
about  9  per  cent. 

Section  195. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  in  this  circle  were— 

Detailed     asaessments 
Cbak  Funah^a. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch&hi J        , 2    8    0 

jLyanri    •••         •••        •••         •••         •■••     ^    ^    (j 

TJnirrigated, 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...        ...        ...     1     4    0 

Magda  ...         ...         ...         •»         ...     1     1    0 

Bhiir     ..^         «     0  14    0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounts  to  Rs.  78,286  against 
the  formerly  existing  assessment  of  Rs.  56,120,  an  increase  of  38  per 
cent.  I  found  it  necessary  however,  in  framing  my  detailed  assessment, 
to  relinquish  6ome  of  this  increase  ;  the  ordinary  reason  being  the 
necessity  of  easing  off  a  great  rise  in  demand,  although  justified  by  the 
assets  of  the  estate.  My  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  76,123,  of 
this  deduct  Rs.  9  for  gardens  and  the  balance  Rs.  76,114  is  entered  in 
Statement  E ;  of  this  sum  Rs.  46  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens  not 
allowed  for  in  Statement  E,  and  Rs.  582  is  temporarilv  remitted  on 
account  of  protective  leases  to  wells  and  Rs.  480  are  J^r.  The  imme- 
diate demand  is  therefore  Rs.  75,006,  an  increase  of  34^  per  cent. 

Tahsil  Nuh. 

Extracts  from  Assessment  Report. 
♦  '     *  *  *  *  # 

2.  Section  196. — There  are  three  well  marked  and  distinct  tracts  in 

Physical  characteriBticI.      *^®  ^^^^'  ^  ^^^*^  ^y  assessment  circles  corres- 
'  pond — 

1.  The  table  land  of  Tdoru. 

2.  The  high  B&ngar  tract  of  Hatin. 

3.  The  low  baain  of  Nuh. 

3.  Section  197. — Of  these,  the  first  is  situated  to  the  west  of  the 

The  T£ora  Uble-l«id.  ^^  ^^  *^f.'  which  entenag  the  tehsfl  from 
Firozpur  continues  to  form  the  boundary  of  the 
district  up  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  town  of  Nuh,  where  the  bound- 
ary line  turns  to  the  west,  while  the  range  continues  its  course  to  the 
north,  and  finally  turning  to  the  west  shuts  off  the  Tdoru  circle  from  the 
rest  of  Nuh  on  the  east,  and  from  the  tahsil  of  Qurgaon  on  the  east  and 
north.  This  circle  is  characterised  by  the  prevalence  of  inferior  sandy 
soils  producing  chiefly  b&jra  and  autumn  pulses  and,  when  irrigated, 
barley. 
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4.  Section  198. — The  Bdngar  tract  of  Eatin  adjoins  and  resembles 
*.  ^  X.  «,  j^  i.  the  neighbouring  circles  B&ngar  of  Palwal  and 
The  HatmBAngar  tract.     ^^^^^^^^  ofFIrozpur,  being  a  plain   rather 

high  to  the  east,  but  gradually  sloping  downwards  towards  the  west, 
of  generally  very  good  soil  producing  jowar,  cotton,  barley  and  gram 
on  the  dry  soils,  and  barley  and  a  little  wheat  on  the  well  lands.  There 
is  also  some  cultivation  of  bdjra,  especially  in  a  few  sandy  villages.* 

5.  Section  199.— Between  these  two  circles  and  lying  under  the 
range  of  hills  already  mentioned  is  a  low  tract, 
which  receives  the  drainage  of  ,the8e  hUls  on 

the  west,  and  of  the  higher  lands  which  surround  it  on  the  north,  south 
and  east.  The  soils  are  generally  good :  and  the  naturally  irrigated  area 
IfBTge,  being  36*3  per  cent.  Wheat  is  extensively  cultivated,  as  are 
also  cotton,  jowar,  barley,  gram  and  on  the  inferior  soils  bdjra.  These 
circles  will  be  found  more  fully  described  further  on  iu  the  report. 

6.  Section  200. — Besides  the  range  of  hills  already  mentioned 

another  range  enters  the  tahsfl  fromFirozpur 

H  18, 8  reams,  c.  ^^^  although  extending  only  a  short  distance  in 

the  tahsil  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  yet  its  course  can  be  traced  by 

a  line  of  detached  rocky  hillocks,  until  it  re-appears  in  tahsil  Gurgaon. 

The  natural  irrigation  streams  and  drainage  works  of  the  tahsil 

will  be  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the  various  circles. 

•  •  «  it  «  ^ 

8.  Section  201. — Of  the  311  villages  now  constituting  the  tahsil, 

fl     1  v-^         T      56  at  last  settlement  foimed  the  parganah  of 

Jr^^:T^^7ti^l    Tdoru,  108  were  contained  in  the  parganah  of 

at  last  Bettlement  Hatin,  66  in  that  of  Sohna,  60  in  that  of  Nuh, 

11  in  that  of  Bahora  and  10  in  Palwal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  these  villages  in  the 
present  assessment  circles : — 


Circles. 

No.  of 
villages. 

No.  of  villdgea  formerly  contained  in 

T&oru. 

Sohna. 

Hatia 

Bahora. 

Palwal. 

Kuh. 

Tdoru 
B&ngar 
D&bar 

.  90 
105 
116 

56 

•  •t 

•  •  • 

23 
8 

40 

•  •  ■ 

86 
22 

11 

•  •• 

•  •• 

10 

•  •• 

•  •• 

6 

54 

.Total 

311 

56 

66 

108 

11 

10 

60 
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9.  Sedtion  202.— This  parganah  wus,  on  its  annexation  in  1803, 
Fonner  history.  Panranah    confe™d  on  the  Bhartpur  Chief  in  Jiigir,  a^^ 

TAoru.  remained  with  him  until  1826.    It  was  kept 

under  direct  management  for  two  years,  and 
then  assessed  by  Mr.  Cavendish  at  Rs.  29,937.  *'  The  assessment  stood 
but  one  year,  when  nearly  a  fifth  of  the  villages  broke  down  and  their 
assessment  was  reduced.  From  that  period  until  1240  fasli  (A.  D. 
1832-33)  when  the  assessment  was  raised  it  paid  pretty  regularly.  From 
this  excess  jama,  with  the  succeeding  drought  years^  the  parganah 
entirely  broke  up  "  and  when  Mr.  (  now  Lord)  Lawrence  settled  the 
parganah  in  1837,  he  found,  during  the  preceding  nine  years  the 
average  demand  to  be  of  Rs.  28,026,  the  average  realizations  Rs.  26,118, 
and  the  average  balance  Rs.  1,908.  Mi.  Lawrence  reduced  the  assessment 
from  Rs.  29,079  to  Rs.  24,700  or  151  per  cent  Bat  even  after  this 
reduction,  balances  aggregating  in  four  years  Rs.  9,089  occurred,  and 
three  villages  having  been  transferred  to  Sohna,  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841 
reduced  the  assessment  of  the  remaining;  52  estates  from  Rs.  21,975  to 
Rs.  16,438  or  251  per  cent. :  three  j^r  villages  not  included  in  the 
above  assessment  were  settled  by  Mr.  Routh  in  1852  at  a  jama  of 
Rs.  915. 

10.  Section  203« — The  history  of  the  former  settlements  of  Bafaora 
Former nettlement*    Par-     *°^  Sohna  will  be  found  in  my  report  of  tahflil 

ganahs  Bahora  and  Soliiia.  Ourgaon.  It  will  suflSce  to  say  here  that  of  the 
villages  of  Ikhora  included  in  this  tahsil,  ten 
were  assessed  first  at  Rs.  5,035,  then  at  Rs.  4,619,  then  at  Rs.  4,636, 
and  finally  by  Mr.  Lawrence  in  1838  at  Rs.  4,863,  the  eleventh,  a  j&gir 
village,  being  assessed  by  Mr.  Routh  in  1852  at  Rs.  1,710  and  that  uxe 
Sohna  villages,  after  being  assessed  at  Rs.  53,695,  R.s.  58,031  and  Rs. 
57,055,  were  finally  settled  by  Mr.  Barnes  at  Rs.  40,830. 

11.  Section  204. — For  three  years  after  the  annexation  in  1803 
Former  settlementa.  Par.     ^Jl®   parganah  of  Nuh  was  farmed  to  Rfio  Tej 

ganah  Niih.  Sing  of  Rewan,  and  in  1809  it  was  settled  by 

Mr.  W.  Fraser.  In  1841  a  rcFvision  of  settlement 
was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Barnes :  he  found  the  jama  at  Rs.  91,698,  and 
the  average  collections  of  20  years,  realized  with  great  difficulty,  were 
Rs.  86,170.  He  wrote,"  From  personal  observation  of  the  circumstances 
of  each  village  I  can  bear  my  testimony  to  the  general  poverty  and  want 
of  comfort  apparent,  with  but  few  exceptions  throughout  the  parganah"  ; 
and  he  considered  it  to  be  heavily  assessed.  The  result  of  his  settlement 
was  a  jama  of  Rs.  75,137,  being  a  reduction  of  Rs.  16,561  or  181  per 
cent.  In  the  villages  still  included  in  the  tahsil  Mr.  Barnes'  assess- 
ment amounted  to  Rs.  61,912. 

12.  Section  205.— Hatin  was  held  on  an  Istamrar  of  Rs.  30,000  per 

annum  by  FaizuUa  Bes    Ehau  from   1803  to 
^^hH^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^■''     1823.     It  was  then  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish ; 
gana      a  n.  and  after  undergoing  various  changes  by  transfer 

of  villages  was  resettled  by  Mr.  Barnes  in  1841.  In  his  report  he  writes : 
"  The  gross  jama  of  the  parj^anah  for  the  year  immediately  preceding 
the  settlement  was  Rs.  1,23,051.    The  average  collections  of  17  years, 
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from  the  date  of  the  escheat  of  the  parganah  to  the  close  of  the  last  year 
waa  Rs.  1,07,220,  and  of  the  last  ten  years  to  Rs.  1,05,679.  That  the 
amount  of  these  collections  was  too  high  to  adopt  as  a  fair  assessment,  I 
inferred  from  the  difficulty  and  detriment  to  the  parganah  with  which  it 
had  been  collected ;  from  the  prevalent  practice  of  desertion ;  from  the 
absence  of  bidders  at  the  public  auction  of  estates :  and  from  the  meagre 
and  comfortless  circumstances  of  the  people."  The  result  of  his  settle- 
ment was  an  assessment  of  Rs.  92,283,  being  a  reduction  of  Rs.  30,768,  pr 
Bs.  25  per  cent  on  t&e  former  jama,  of  14  per  cent,  on  the  average 
collections  of  the  last  17  years,  and  of  Rs.  12^  per  cent,  on  the  average 
collections  of  the  last  ten.  In  the  108  villages  still  belonging  to  this  ^ 
tahsO,  the  assessment  thus  fixed  amounted  to  Rs.  84,607. 

13.  Section  206.— The  assessments  of  the  ten  Palwal  villages  after 

having  been  fixed  at  Rs.  13,280  and  Rs.  14,264 
Former  aettlemeDta  Palwal    and  Rs.  10,330,  were  reduced  by  Mr.  Barnes  in 
^^^^  1842  to  Rs.  7,877. 

14.  Section  207.— Writing  in  the  statistical  account  of  Qurgaon, 

published  in  1849,  Mr.  Fraser  speaks  weU   of 

Working  of  the  settlements    the  working  of  all  these  settlements,  but  here, 

before  the  mutiiiy.  ^  j^^  ^j^  ^^^^j.  tahsils,  I  am  unable,  owing  to  tha 

destruction  of  the  records  in  the  mutiny,  to  give  any  detailed  account 

of  Uieir  working  for  the  period  before  1857. 


16.  *    *    *    Section  208.— Next  to  tahsil  Firozpur,  Nuh  is  the 
Bemsrkt  on  mortgagea       ^ost  heavUy  mortgaged  part  of  the  district. 

But  the  amount  of  mortgage  in  a  tract  does  not  depend  solely, 
or  even,  I  think,  principally,  on  the  weight  of  assessment.  The  condi- 
tions which  are  perhaps  most  unfavorable  to  mortgages  are  the 
co-existence  ofa  fairly  heavy,  but  not  absoluteljr  overwheTming,a^sess- 
ment  with  a  frugal  proprietary  :  thus,  in  Rewdn,  where  these  conditions 
exist,  mortgages  are  extremely  light,  while  the  conditions  in  Chak  D^ar 
of  this  tahsil,  where  the  mortgages  are  heaviest  of  the  three  circles,  are 
such  as  would  naturally  tend  to  their  growth,  for  there  is  a  fairly  light 
assessment  making  land  valuable  as  a  security,  an  improvident  body 
of  owners,  who  spend  the  produce  of  a  good  year  in  place  of  saving  it, 
and  a  liability  of  large  areas  to  occasional  submersion,  the  owners  being 
then  driven  to  the  banker  for  the  means  of  subsistence.  Almost  all 
the  villages  thus  liable  to  excessive  inundation,  however  lightly  assessed 
they  may  be,  are  from  the  operation  of  these  causes  heavily  mortgaged. 
The  remedy  will  be  found  not  in  an  overlight  assessment,  but  in  a 
system  of  ready  remissions. 

17.  <Ssct<on  209.— The  iJterations   in  assessment  since  the  last 

settlement  have  been  very  slight  and  are  due 
CJollectioa  of  xeveaae,       ^  ^^  ordinary  causes  of  variation,  such  as  tak- 
^^•^•"^^  ^  iag  up  land  for  pubUc  purposes.        ♦    •    ♦ 

In  Chaks  T&oni  aad  Bfingar  the  only  balances  (escept  a  few  which  were 
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merely  nominal,  being  caused  by  the  taking  up  lands  by  Government) 
were  those  due  to  the  drought  of  1860-61,  while  in  Chak  Ddhar  the  large 
balances  and  remissions  are  owing  to  the  liability  of  many  villages  to 
excessive  inundation.    The  revenue  has  been  easily  collected. 


^    _x.x_x.      *      .   ,x  J  8-    Section  2l(^, — ^The  propnetary  tnbes 

ral  population.  ^^7  ^  ^^^^  classed— 


Good  Agricoltarista. 

Fair  Agricoltiirists. 

Inferior  Agricnlturiats. 

Tribes  who  do  not 
nsnally  coltiyate 
themeeUes. 

Ahin 

K«08 

Gujan 

2-|l  ^  1  1 

Mahijans 
Kiyathf 

Namber    of 
villages  owned   1    -^ 
in  whole  or  in    (  ^ 
part.                  J 

228 

54 

6 

The  J£t  villages  are  found  chiefly  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  tahsil ; 
Clhaks  D&har  and  Tftoru  are  mainly,  although  not  entirely,  owned  by 
Mdos,  who  are  here  as  iu  Firozpur  an  impulsive,  thriftless  people,  need- 
ing a  fSedrly  heavy  assessment  to  keep  them  to  work,  but  whom  too 
heavy  a  burden  would  be  likely  to  drive  back  into  their  old  habits  of 
plunder.  A  very  light  assessment  is  certainly  not,  in  my  opinion, 
advisable  for  a  tribe  of  their  character  :  many  of  them  will,  themselves, 
admit  that  it  too  often  leads  them  into  extravagance,  idleness  and 
debts  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  a  heavy  assessment,  or  an  excessive  and 
sudden  rise  of  the  Government  demand,  must  yet  more  be  avoided. 


Commnnieations,  marts, 
fcc. 


23.  Section  21L— Since  last  settlement  a  new  road  has  been 
made  over  the  hiUs  to  Rew&ri,  but  there  is  not 
much  traffic  from  Nuh  in  that  direction,  its 
trade  being  chiefly  earned  on  through  Hodal, 
Kasi  and  Mattra  with  the  marked  of  the  North- Western  Provinces, 
and  also  with  Delhi.  Like  the  rest  of  the  district,  this  tahsil  has,  of 
course,  been  brought  into  easier  communication  with  other  parts  of  the 
country  by  the  construction  of  the  Punjab,  R&jput&na  and  East  Indian 
Railways.  It  is  to  be  expected,  however,  that  the  sialt  of  Nuh  will  be 
unable  to  successfully  compete  with  that  of  S&mbhar  and  Sult&npur, 
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now  that  the  RSjputina  Railway  has  brought  those  places  into  direct 
tK)inmunication  with  the  North -Western  Provinces ;  and  as  the  decay  of 
this  manufacture  would  necessarily  to  some  extent  unfavorably  atifect 
the  proprietary  of  the  town  of  Nuh  and  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
engaged  either  in  the  manufacture  or  carriage  of  the  salt,  the  tahsil 
will  lose  as  well  as  gain  by  the  construction  of  these  lines.  The  small 
market  towns  of  Midi,  Hatin  and  T&oru  are  all  of  old  standing. 


26.    Section  212. — To  sum  up  then,  the  eziatins  assessments  are 
Bnnrmftry  of  comparison    the  result  of  reductions  made  some  thirty-five 
ttf  past  «od  preaent  state  of    years   ago  amounting  to   diminution   of  the 
***^^  Government  demand  on  the  whole  tahsil  by  27 

per  cent. ;  during  the  course  of  settlement,  cultivation  has  increased  by 
42  per  cent.,  irrigation  has  expanded  and  the  value  of  produce  *  .  •  * 
has  risen  *  *  The  increase  in  population  has  kept  pace  with 
the  increase  in  cultivation.  Sales  have  been  few,  mortgages  are  fairly 
light  except  in  one  circle  where  the  circumstances  are  exceptional,  the 
revenue  has  been,  except  in  the  inundated  tracts^  regularly  coUected 
and  Government  is  now  fairly  entitled  to*  an  iucreased  revenue,  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  character  of  the  population  and  the  great  division 
of  the  ownership  of  the  soil  make  it  necessary  to  avoid  too  large  an 
enhancement  of  the  assessment. 


29.    Section  213. — In  framing  my  rates  I  have  taken  into  consi- 

.^ ^.   ,^_ . ^  ,     deration  the  rates  of  the  last  settlements  and 

the  existing  rent  rates  :  1  nave  consulted  the 
Superintendent,  and  have  talked  the  subject  over  with  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  tahsil,  and  have  asked  them  how  they  would  distri- 
bute assumed  jamfts  over  the  various  descriptions  of  soil.  I  have  com- 
pai-ed  my  proposals  with  the  rates,  which  appeared  to  me  suitable  in 
the  various  other  parts  of  the  district,  and  I  have  tested  them  by  appli- 
cation to  selected  villages.  The  tahsild&r  being  newlv  appointed  was 
not  able  to  assist  me,  and  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  former  tahsil- 
d&r  which  gave  an  increase  of  79  per  cent,  was  so  excessive  as  to  be 
useless. 


BiU«8  of  the  former  setae«              30.     Section  214.— The  rat«s  ado] 
BMnu,                             the  former  settlements  were— 

^ 

SOHNA. 

HUl  village$. 

Ks.  A.  P. 

Irrigated               2    4    0 

Bhur                     ...            ...        0  13    0 
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VtJUjf  mOaget. 

BiL  A.P. 

Irtusted 

Dibar 

Naimoi 

Vbut 

••• 
••• 

••• 
••• 
••• 
••• 
•«• 

3  8  0 
2  2  0 
19  0 
10  0 
0  13    0 

FAI.WAL. 

• 

Irrigited 

Vmmffdibi. 

Bhur 

••• 

••• 
JUVM. 

••• 

8  8  0 
19  0 
110 

lni«i*ed 

JHhar 

Vmniaiedaukoi* 
Do.       Nwmoi 
D*.       Sbor 

••• 
••• 
••« 
••• 
••• 

8  8  0 
2  0  0 
1  12  0 
18  0 
1    2    O 

Una. 

Irrigated 

Unirrigaied 

Bhur 

•*• 
••• 
•  •• 

••• 
••• 

2  12  0 
ISO 
0  14    0 

estates  to  the  soath-wesfr— 

Itrigsted 

UoirrigBied 

Riar 

•  •• 

•  •• 
••• 

Baboba. 

••• 
■•• 
••• 

8  0  0 
1  11  0 
0  14    0 

Irrigirted 

Dibar 

Blwr 

*•• 
••• 

Taobu. 

••• 
••• 

•  •e 

4  0  0 
3  3  8 
0  14    5 

Irrigated 
Unifrioated 

••• 
••• 

•  •• 

2  10  0 
15    0 

The  aBseasment  of  T£oni  was  afterwards  redaoed  by  ose-fonrth  ; 
diminiahiDg  the  rates  proportioiially  they  would  be — 

Ba.  A.  P. 

Irrigated  •••  .,.        1  15    6 

XJnirrigated  ...  •••        0  15    9 

Iprooeedto  detail  my  proposals  for  each  drcle,  explaining  fini 
that  Chiknot  is  bard  clay,  Narmot  good  loam,  Magda  a  very  light 
sandv  loam  and  Bhur  sand.  Of  these,  Chiknot  is  the  strongest  soil, 
but  Narmot  is  more  easily  worked  and  requires  less  irrigation,  and  I 
have  therefore  in  ihis^  as  in  the  other  tahsus^  treated  them  as  of  equal 
value. 
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31.    Stctian  S15.— Chak  T&oni,  comprising  90  villager  witii  » 
late.  «opo«d  for  CbA    !^*^.^  of  58,266  acres,  is  a  high  lying  and 
TimuT  '^^  infenor  tract  situated  above  the  range,  which 

may^  perhaps,  be  said  to  divide  the  North- West 
Provinces  from  R&jpntfina.  Ta  the  east,  north  and  south-west  of  the 
ciide  am  low  hills  near  which  the  soil  ia  very  inferior,  sandy  and  cut 
up  by  nallahsw  In  the  centreyto  the  souths  and  to  the  west  of  the 
circle,  the  soils  are  somewhat  better ;  and  in  a  few«of  the  western  villages 
there  are  lands  naturally  irrigated  by  streams  which  pass  over  them 
while  carryiBg  down  the  drainage  of  the  higher  tracts  to  spread  over  the 
lower-lying  estates  of  Chak  Bahora  in  Qurgaou.  The  prevailing  soil  is 
aa  inferior  and  sandy,  although  not  loose,.  Magda,  more  nearly  resem- 
bling  a  hard  Bhur  than  an  inferior  Naormot,.  well  fitted  for  the  cultivation 
of  b&jra  bot  not  for  that  of  jow&r  or  gram :  717  per  cent,  is  thus  classi- 
fied :  3'2  per  cent,  is  shown  as  Narmot,  bat  is  generally  inferior  to  the 
average  of  that  class  and  may  be  treated  as  equal  to  a  good  Magda,  and 
25*1  is  Bhur,  the  lands  thus  entered  are  mainly  the  inferior,  gritty  soil, 
lying  under  the  hills,,  or  the  uneven,  quickly  drained  soil  adjacent  to  the 
nallahs^  and  where  found  eL^where  the  Bhur  is  genendly  of  bad  quality. 
There  are,  however,  considerable  differences  of  superiority  and  inferiority 
in  the  villages  of  the  circle ;  the  lands  as  a  rule  increasing  in  value 
according  to  their  distance  from  the  hiUs. 

The  well  irrigated  lands  form  9^*6  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  and 
fkllow  area  ;  in  the  villages  under  the  hills  the  depth  at  which  water 
is  found  is  very  considerable,.and  18  estates  are  without  irrigation  wells ; 
but  in  the  centre  and  west  of  the  circle,  water  is  much  nearer  the  surface ; 
the  average  depth  to  water  in  the  villages  which  possess  irrigation  wells 
is  39  feet.  Or  the  well  irrigated  soils  9*5  per  cent,  are  Narmot,  81*9  per 
cent  Magda,  and  8*6  per  cent.  Bhur :  the  wells  are  generally  of  masonry ; 
79  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  being  on  pa(^,  and  21  per  cent,  on  kateha  wells : 
95  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  are  on  sweet,  4  per  cent  on  brackish,  and  only  1 
per  cent  on  salt  wells.  Barley  is  the  staple  irrigated  crop,  occupying  84 
per  cent  of  the  well  irrigated  lands  against  4  per  cent  of  wheat,  which 
requires  a  stronger  soil  682  per  cent  of  the  well  lands  were  actually 
irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  only  2*2  per  cent  are  Narmot,  while  76*4  per 
cent  are  entered  as  Magda  and  26'4  per  cent,  as  Bhur.  Bljra  forms  79 
per  cent  of  their  produce,  and  then,  at  a  long  interval,  come  gram  6*5  per 
cent,  barley  4'6  per  cent,  cotton  3*5  per  cent ,  barley  and  gram  2*5  per 
cent,  autumn  pulses  2  per  cent,  and  jow&r  which  is  only  0*6  per  cent. 

The  D&hri  lands  are,  Bhur  47  per  cent,  Magda  38  per  cent,  and 
Narmot  15  per  cent ;  although  sufficiently  irrigated  to  grow  wheat  and 
barley  yet  since  the  waters  only  run  over  them  and  do  not  remain 
standing  for  any  time,  as  also  firom  their  sandy  character,  they  must  be 
treated  as  an  inferior  D&har.  The  increase  in  the  cultivated  area  since 
settlement  has  been  31  '5  per  cent  inaddition  to  theincrease  of  2,423  acres 
in  well  irrigation.  The  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  estimated 
in  Form  D,  is  Es.  54,301,  the  present  assessment  being  fis.  33,598.  But 
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dividftd,  as  the  circle  is,  into  a  number  of  small  co-parcenary  M^o  com- 
munities, unthrifty  and  \yith  no  apparent  evidences  of  accumulated 
wealth,  I  do  not  feel  able  to  propose  such  an  increase  as  this.  The  rates 
per  acre  which  I  propose  are — 

Chdhi  ...  ...  ...  ...  2     8  0 

T>&hri  ...  ...  ..,  ...  1  12  0 

Barani  Chiknot  and  Narmot  .,•  ...  12  0 

„      Magda  ...  ...  ...  0  14  0 

„      Bhur  ...  ...  ...  0  10  0 

„      Fallow  ...  ...  ...  0  10  0 

The  result  of  the  application  of  these  rates  will  be  an  assessment 
of  Rs.  43,166  or  an  increase  of  285  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  would  be  advisable  or  safe  to  take  a  larger  increase  than  this ;  nor, 
looking  to  the  lowness  of  the  rates  which  give  this  result,  and  remem- 
bering also  that  the  present  assessment  is  the  result  of  large  reductions 
made  35  years  ago,  since  when  the  resources  of  the  circle  have  so  consider- 
ably increased,  and  lastly  considering  that  my  proposed  assessment  repre- 
sents less  than  one-seventh  instead  of  one-sixth  of  the  estimated  value  of 
the  gross  produce,  can  I  propose  asmaller  advance  on  the  existing  demand. 
That  my  estimate  of  produce  is  npt  excessive,  I  think  will  be  shown  by  a 
comparison  of  the  average  of  estimates  of  the  leading  men  of  the  circle  as^ 
shown  in  Appendix VII 1.*  The  Deputy  Commissioner,  whom  I  have  con- 
sulted verbally,doubts  the  advisability  of  taking  even  so  large  an  increase 
as  that  given  by  my  rates,  but  when  I  asked  him  to  estimate  the  average 
yield  of  bajra,  the  great  unirrigated  staple  of  the  tract,  his  reply  was 
in  exact  correspondence  with  my  estimate>  5  maunds  per  acre,  the  value 
of  the  one-sixth  share  of  which  would  be  Rs.  0-15-8  per  acre.      ♦  *    ♦ 

32.     Section  216. — Chak  Dahar  is  a  tract  some  18  miles  long,  and 
Rates  proposed  for  Cbak    varying  in  breadth  from  6  miles  to  13  miles,  lying- 
Dahar.  between  Chak  Bangar  on  the  east  and  the  range 

of  hills  which  separates  it  from  Alwar  and  T^oru  on  the  west.  It 
contains  116  villages  with  a  total  area  of  10^,737  acres.  It  is  alow- 
lying  strip  of  country,  the  natural  receptacle  of  the  drainage  of  the 
Firozpur  valley  and  parts  of  Alwar  to  the  south,  of  the  Bdngar  lands  on 
the  east,  of  the  hills  that  lie  on  both  sides  the  Bhundsi  valley  to  the 
north,  and  of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  bounding  range  on  the  west. 
Irom  all  four  quarters  then,  but  principally  from  the  north  and  south, 
come  during  the  rainy  season,  waters  which  flood  the  face  of  the  country 
ard  especially  accumulate  in  the  three  basin-like  depressions  of  the 
Khalilpur,  Chandeni  and  Kctila  jhils. 

The  Tanal  Department  has  charge  of  the  works,  mainly  planned  by 
Sir  Henry  fthen  Lieutenant)  Durand,  which  were  constructed  in  order  to 
drain  the  Chandeni  jhil  and  to  divert  the  Firozpur  waters  from  the 
Kotila  jhil.  A  drainage  canal,  hardly  adequate  to  its  task,  carries  off 
the  waters  of  the  Chandeni  jhil  to  the  large  village  of  Ujina,  where 
it  is  met  by  the  Kotila  band  and  canal  mentioned  in  my  Firozpur 
report,  which  divert  to  this  more  level  country  the  streams  from  Firoz-! 

♦  Not  now  given. 
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pur  which  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  swell  the  Kotila  jhil.  The  waters 
from  these  two  works  spread  over  a  large  area  in  Ujina  and  the 
adjoining  villages,  and  are  then  drained  off  by  another  canal  through  the 
villages  of  Al&walpur  and  Sikr&wd  to  within  about  1}  mile  from  the 
Firozpur  border,  where  the  canal  ends  and  the  waters  brought  down 
by  it  issue  to  spread  on  into  P(inah&na  parganah  of  Firozpur, 
sometimes  reaching  even  the  Bharatpur  state.  For  the  area  thus 
flooded,  and  also  for  some  lands  to  the  west  of  the  Kotila  band, 
over  which  in  consequence  of  this  band  in  some  seasons  there  spread, 
instead  of  flowing  by,  surplus  waters  from  the  Kotila  jhil,  the 
Canal  Department  charges  Rs.  0-6-4  per  acre,  as  also  for  any  landa 
which  the  zamind&rs  may  irrigate  by  channels  from  the  canal.  The 
area  charged  for  in  the  kharif  of  1873,  and  the  rabi  of  1874,  amounted  to 
4,351  acres. 

Except  in  a  few  sandy  villages,  which,  had  they  been  situated 
together  and  been  more  numerous,  might  have  been  formed*  into  a 
separate  circle,  the  soils  of  Chak  D^har  are  good,  24*2  per  cent,  being 
Chiknot,  and  50*3  per  cent.  Narmot,  against  12*7  per  cent.  Magda 
and  12*8  per  cent.  Bhur. 

The  well  iirigated  area  is  very  small  being  only  3'4  per  cent,  this 
is  partly  due  to  the  saltness  of  water  in  many  of  the  estates  and  partly 
to  the  abundance  of  natural  irrigation.  The  few  wells  that  exist  too  are 
but  little  used  except  in  droughts,  onfy  22  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands 
being  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement,  and  only  164  Mos 
working  out  of  613.  The  2,991  acres  entered  in  column  15  of  Form  A 
include  the  land  irrigated  from-  92  dhenklis  or  lever-buckets  in 
addition  to  those  irrigated  from  the  613  l^os.  There  are  many  salt 
wells  in  this  circle,  used  in  the  manufactui^eofsalt,  but  of  the  irrigation 
Idos  72-8  p^r  cent. axe  sweet,  21*5  brackish,,and only  57  salt:  96*4 percent, 
are  on  packa  wells.  Barley,  which  requires  less  water  than  wheat,  is  the 
staple  crop  on  the  well  irrigated  lands^  being  55*7  per  cent,  against 
wheat   131   percent. 

The  Ddhri  or  flooded  area  is  large,  being  32,076  acres  or  363  per 
cent. ;  the  great  staple  of  these  lands  is  wheat,  which  is  52*9  per  cent,  of 
the  Ddhri  produce,  cotton  is  126  per  cent., gram  1  per  cent.,  jowir  129 
per  cent.,  wheat  and  gram  69,  wheat  and  barley  1*1,  and  barley  4  per  cent. 
But  of  this  32,076  acres,  5,377  acres  in  the  following  detail : — Ohiknot 
3,637  acres  ;  Narmot  1,739  acres  ;  and  Magda  one  acre,  are  the  lands 
flooded  by  the  works  which  I  have  mentioned.  These  I  proposed,  as  ia 
Firozpur,  to  assess  at  unirrigated  rates,  leaving  the  Canal  department  to 
charge,  in  addition  to  its  present  rate  of  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre>  an  owner's 
rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  per  acre. 

My  reasons  for  thus  treating  these  lands  ^re — 

i.    That  the  Canal  department  will  thns  receivo  credit  for  the 
increased  assessment  due  to  the  works. 
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2.  That  the  people  will  thus  only  be  required  to  pay  the  higher 

rate  for  lands  which  have  actually  in  any  year  been  first 
flooded  and  then  cultivated,  the  diiBculties  of  assessment 
arising  from  the  variation  in  the  areas  benefitted  in 
difierent  years  being  thus  avoided. 

3.  That  if  I  were  to  assess  these  lands  at  D&hri  tates  the 

owners  would  hereafter  have  without  superior  advan- 
tages to  pav  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre  more  than  their  neigh- 
bours for  tneir  flooded  lands,  without  being  able  to 
exercise  any  option  as  to  whether  they  would  nave  their 
fields  flooded  or  not. 

4.  That  the  plan  will  involve  no  measurements  beyond  those 

already  annually  made. 

The  lands  which  are  irrigated  by  channels  from  the  eanals  have 
been  classed,  as  on  the  Agra  Canal,  in  their  natural  aspect,  and  for 
such  lands,  the  irrigation  of  which  is  optional  with  the  owners,  a  rate 
of  Re.  0-9-6  per  acre  is  certainly  not  too  high,  the  only  difference  in 
irrigation  from  this  and  the  Agra  Canal  being  the  greater  uncertainty  of 
the  supply  of  water.  Of  the  remaining  26,699  acres  57*9  per  cent, 
are  Chiknot,  38*4  per  cent.  Narmot,  4*4  per  cent.  Magda  and  4*3  per  cent. 
Bhur.  The  Dfihri  lands  of  this  circle  are  more  exposed  to  suffer  from 
excess  than  from  deficiency  of  water,  large  areas  being  sometimes  sub- 
merged for  one  or  two  years  and  the  lands  thus  flooded,  when  they 
emerge,  are  encmsted  with  salt  deposits.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with 
the  Kotila  jhil,  which,  during  the  gradual  evaporation  of  the  water,  is 
said  to  turn  so  salt  that  animals  refuse  to  drink  from  it. 

Of  the  unirrigated  crops,  283  fer  cent  are  bdjra,  jowilr  183  per 
cent.,  cotton  141  per  cent.,  wheat  1 1  per  cent.,  barley  8*4  per  cent.,  barley 
and  gram  6  per  cent.,  gram  4*5,  wheat  and  gram  4*2  per  cent.,  autumn 
pulses  2*7  per  cent.,  and  wheat  and  barley  1*9  per  cent. 

Including  the  6,377  acres  flooded  by  irrigation  works,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  assess  at  dry  rates,  the  percentages  of  the  soils  are,  Chiknot  8*5 
per  cent.,  Narmot  58  6  per  cent.,  Magda  15*9  per  cent,  and  Bhur  17  per 
cent.  Of  these  the  Chiknot  and  Narmot  are  generally  good  soils  and 
are  in  many  villages  kept  somewhat  moist  by  the  vicinity  of  the  various 
D&hars  :  their  vidue  is,  however,  somewhat  diminished  by  the  saltness, 
which  very  generally  characterizes  them  as  well  as  the  D&hri  lands. 
The  Magda  too  is  generally  of  superior  quality :  but  an  analysis  of  my 
notes  shows  that  60  per  cent,  of  the  Bhur,  that  adjoining  the  hills,  is 
inferior,  15  per  cent,  is  of  average  quality  and  25  per  cent,  is  good. 

The  value  according  to  Form  D,  in  which  the  canal  flooded  lands 
are  treated  in  their  irrigated  aspect,  amounts  to  Rs.  1,69,792.  The  rates 
which  I  would  propose,  after  weighing  ;  (1)  the  little  use  made  of  these 
wells  except  in  seasons  when  most  of  the  Dfihar  lands  cease  to  be  such, 
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(2)  ihesaltness  of  the  D&hri  soils  and  their  liability  ta  excessive  flooding, 
and  (3)  the  characters  of  the  various  B&r^  soils  are  — 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Chihi           

2 

8 

0 

Dfihri            ...            ...        ... 

2 

2 

0 

Bitiai, Chikuot,  and  Narmot . . 

0 

8 

0 

Magda          ..             

0 

4 

0 

Bhur 

0 

2 

0 

Fallo^r          ..            

0 

2 

0 

and  these  rates,  I  may  remark,  coincide  with  those  over  which 
some  leading  agriculturists  of  the  circle  distributed  a  given 
jam&.  The  result  of  these  rates  assessing  the  canal  flooded 
lands  as  D£hri  would  be  Rs.  1,44,564,  an  increase  of  42*0  per  cent. : 
but  if  these  lands  are,  as  I  propose,  assessed  at  dry  rates,  the 
new  j&mfis.  would  amount  to  Rs.  1,41,208  or  89*5  per  cent., 
while  the  Re.  0-9-6  per  acre,  which  would  be  collected  by  the 
"Ganal  department,  would  nearly  eqt^al  the  Re.  O-lO^O,  the  difference 
between  my  rates  for  B&r&ni,  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  and  D&hri,  the 
slight  difference  being  counterbalanced  by  the  facts  that  if  two  crops 
are  taken,  the  Canal  department  would  levy  a  double  rate.  The 
increase  is  not  small  for  a  M^  tract,  in  which  mortgages  are  so  numer- 
ous, but  the  increase  in  cultivation  since  the  last  settlement  has  been 
50*8  per  cent.,  and  the  leading  men  of  the  circle  themselves  fully 
admit  that  these  rates  will  be  easily  paid,  provided,  and  the  proviso  is 
most  important,  that  proportional  remissions  are  invariably  given 
when  the  submerged  area  in  any  village  exceeds  ten  per  cent,  of  its 
cultivated  and  fallow  area  as  now  recorded.  On  this  point  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion  that  such  a  condition  should  be  entered  in  the  administra- 
tion papers  of  all  villages,  which  are  liable  to  submersion  ;  it  will, 
I  consider,  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  villages  and 
the  working  of  the  settlement,  that  Government  should  consent  to  this 
condition.  Improvident  proprietary  communities  of  M^os  will  not, 
however  low  ah  assessment  may  bQ,  savfe  the  produce  of  good  years  to 
meet  the  failure  of  future  harvests :  when  any  considerable  part  of 
their  lands  is  submerged,  their  loss  comprising  owners'  and  cultivators' 
profit  far  exceeds  the  mere  amount  of  revenue  which  may  be  remitted 
by  Government.  They  often  have  to  sell  the  cattle  which  they  will 
again  require,  and  are  forced  to  borrow  money  from  the  village  bankers 
at  exorbitant  rates  of  interest.  During  the  past  settlement,  the  large 
extension  of  cultivation  has  propped  up  these  villages,  notwithstanding 
their  having  often  failed  to  obtain  remissions  for  submerged  lands, 
but  the  limits  of  this  extension  are'  now  quite  or  nearly  reached. 
Without  some  such  provision  there  can  be  no  security  for  the  prosperity 
of  these  estates,  as  they  will  have  no  recognized  claim  to  the  remissions, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  given. 

As  to  my  proposed  assessment  (treating  the  canal  irrigating  lands 
as  Dfihri  forthe  comparison)  being  only  one-seventh  instead  of  one-sixth 
the  estimated  value  of  the  gross  produce,  I  must  here  again,  as  in  T&oru, 
plead  the  character  of  the  peopb  and  the  large  percentage  of  increase 
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-which  even  these  rates  yield  as  justifying  me  in  not  claiming  for 
Government  its  full  share.  *  •  # 

33.    Section  217.— Chak    B&Dgar  comprises  105  villages    with 
Rates  propoied  for  Chak    a  total  area  of  101,481  acres  in  the  east  of  the 
Bingar.  tahsil,  and  except  in  some  estates  in  the  north- 

east ( too  few  to  be  formed  into  a  separate  circle)  which  adjoin  and 
resemble  Chak  Budher  of  Palwal,  is  similar  in  its  characteristics  to  the 
neighbouring  Ghaks  Bdngar  of  Palwal  and  Punah&na  of  Firozpur.  Like 
them  it  chiefly  consists  of  one  large  plain  of  good  ccttsistent  loam ;  the 
soils  being  thus  classified,  Chiknot  2*9  per  cent,  Narmot  76  09  per  cent , 
Magda  12*37  per  cent,  Bhur  8*64  per  cent  The  well  irrigated  area 
is  small  being  less  than  5  per  cent,  and  of  this  only  32  per  cent,  was 
actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement ;  the  assessment  being 
light  and  the  unirrigated  produce  good,  the  people  do  not  care  to  work 
their  wells  unless  under  the  pressure  of  unfavorable  seasons.  The 
average  depth  of  water  is  greatest  in  the  south-east  and  east  of  the  circle, 
and  diminishes  towards  the  north  and  west :  the  greatest  depth  is  67 
feet,  the  least  15  feet,  the  average  of  the  circle  being .  48  feet  937  per 
cent,  of  the  Mos  are  on  packd,  and  6*3  per  cent  on  katcha  wells.  50*6  per 
cent  on  wells  of  sweet,  36*7  per  cent,  of  brackish,  and  12*7  per  cent, 
of  salt  water.  8*3  per  cent,  of  well-lands  are  entered  as  Chiknot,  73'3> 
per  cent,  as  Narmot,  12  per  cent,  as  Magda  and  6*4  per  cent,  as  Bhur.. 
The  produce  statement  shows  15*1  per  cent,  of  the  irrigated  lands 
cropped  with  wheat,  and  72*7  per  cent,  with  barley.  Of  the  few  acre» 
shown  as  naturally  irrigated,  17  acres  of  Narmot-  are  flooded  from 
the  canal  works  and  will  be  treated  as  B&r&ni,  the  other  lands  are  merely 
flooded  by  water  from  the  higher  lands  around ;  they  are  an  inferior 
D&har. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  2*6  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  76*2  per  cent. 
Narmot,  12*4  percent.  Magda^  and  88  per  cent.  Bhur.  Of  these  the 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  are  good  average  soils;  resembling  those  in  Falwal 
and  Punahdna.  As  to  the  Magda,  an  analysis  of  my  notes  show  that 
37  per  cent  of  it  is  somewhat  infcjrior,  and  the  Bhur,  which  is  chiefly 
found  either  in  the  few  estates  in  the  north,  previousfy  mentioned,  or 
adjoining  the  rocky  hillocks  which  form  a  broken  line  across  the  circle 
from  north  to  south,  is  generally  inferior,  80  per  cent,  being  classed  in 
my  notes  either  as  bad  or  inferior  average. 

The  character  of  the  unirrigated  staple  follows  that  of  prevailing 
soils  :  thus  the  distinctive  crops  of  the  stronger  lands,  jow&r  31*3  per 
cent,  barley  and  gram  14'3  per  cent,  cotton  10*9  per  cent,  gram  10 
per  cent  and  barley  5*3  per  cent,  aggregate  71 '8,    against    bijra   23*8. 

?er  cent,  and  autumn  pulses  3*9  per  cent.,  aggregating  27'7   per  cent., 
hese  percentages  may  be  contrasted  with  those  in  Chak  Tdoru. 

The  rates  sanctioned  by  Government  for  Chak  Bangar  in  Palwal 
are,  Chdhi  Rs.  2-12-0,  Dihri  Rs.  2-0-0,  Chiknot  and  KarmotRe.  1-6-0, 
Magda  Re.  1-2-0,  Bhur  Re.  0-14-0 ;  and  those  proposed  by  me  in 
Punah&na  are,  Chdhi  Rs.  2-8-0,  Dahri  Rs.  2-2-0,  Chiknot  and  Narmpt 
Be.  1-4-0,  Magda  Re.  1-1-0  and  Bhur  Re.  0-14-0  ;  assessing  lately 
abandoned  as  Bhur  and  applying  these  rates  to  this  circle>  I  find  that 
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the  Palwal  rates  would  give  an  assessment  of  Rs.  1,22,889,  or  an 
increase  of  45'8  per  cent.,  and  the  Firozpur  rates  Rs.  1,12,783,  or  33'9 
per  cent  increase ;  the  extension  of  cultivation  has  been  39  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  an  increase  of  2,669  acres  in  well  irrigatiou.  The  estimated 
\al\xe  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  as  calculated  in  Form  D  is  Rs. 
1,33,914  or  59  per  cent,  over  the  present  jam&. 

The  following  table   contains  a  comparison  of  the  three  circles 
viewed  in  different  aspects  : — 


Peroentage  of 

Chak  Bi^gar  Palwal. 

Chak  Piinah&na. 

Chak  B&ngar 
Nuh. 

Chiknot 

3 

11 

2-9 

Karmot 

81 

69 

76-09 

Magda 

11 

14- 

1237 

Bhar 

5 

6 

8-64 

Manured 

13 

4-26 

6*64 

Irrigated 

10 

8 

4-97 

CuUuTable  waste 

9 

323 

6-64 

ATerage  depth  to  water 

48 

86 

480 

Percentage  of  well  lands  ac- 

tnally    irrigated  in  year  of 

. 

measurement 

56-2 

20-3 

3217 

Do.    lois  on  packa  wells 

73-5 

92-3 

93-7 

Do.    do.   on  sweet  wells    ... 

661 

66 

606 

Do.    do.   on  brackish  wells  ... 

146 

32-3 

36-7 

Do.   do.    on  salt        do 

19-4 

10-8 

12-7 

Peroentage  of  produce  of  1st 

clans. 

13 

10-6 

10-76 

Do.      do,    2nd        do. 

47 

605 

41-25 

Do.      do.    Srd         do. 

36 

37 

44 

Do.     do.    4  th         do. 

4 

2 

4 

Bate  of  existing    assesflment 

per  acre  cultivated  and  fallow 

1-0-6 

0-14-10 

0.16-0 

To  this  I  must  add  that  while  Chak  Bfingar  in  Palwal  was  mainly 
in  the  hands  of  Jats,  and  Chak  Punahdna  in  those  of  M^os,  in  this  circle 
M^os  own  51  villages  with  36,064  acres,  and  shares  in  four  other  estates, 
and  Jfits  26  villages  with  40,383  acres  and  shares  in  four  others,  so  that 
as  to  its  proprietary  this  circle  occupies  an  intermediate  position,  less 
fortunate  than  Palwal  but  more  so  than  Punahdna.  After  considering 
the  i-esult  of  the  comparison,  the  rates  which  I  propose  are  for  well 
irrigated  and  unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  intermediate  between  those 
submitted  for  the  Palwal  and  Firozpur  circles  ;  the  rate  for  Magda  I 
have  fixed  at  Re.  1-1-0  in  consequence  of  the  37  per  cent,  inferior  of  the 
class,  and  for  Bhur  at  Re.  0-12-0,  as  being  as  above  stated  generally 
inferior.  The  Ddhri  rate  too  is  low  in  accordance  with  the  character  of. 
the  natural  irrigation. 

My  rates  then  are  — 
Chfihi 
Ddhri 
Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot 

„  Magda 

„  Bhur      ...         ••• 

,,  Fallow  ••• 


2  TO 

0 

1  12 

0 

1     5 

0 

1     I 

0 

0  12 

0 

0  12 

0 
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These  result  in  an  assessment  of  Rs.  I,16>4ft5  or  an  incveaae  of  38*4 
per  cent  <fr  *  ♦  *  # 


35.    Section  218.— No  rate    has  been  fixed  for  caltarable  waste, 
which  is  less  than  six  per  cent,  of  the  assessable 
^  area :  the  p&la  nhrub  (Zvtyphus  Nummularid) 

grows  luxuriantly  in  the  T&oru  circle  bat  is  mainly  used  for  fodder^ 
comparatively  little  being  sold :  its  produce  may  be  estimated  as  worth 
about  Re.  0-5-0  per  acre ;  but  if  allowed  to  grow  strongly  in  cultivated 
lands  it  diminishes  the  yield  of  the  sown  crops ;  where  advisable  addi- 
tions will  be  made  to  the  assessments  of  such  villages  as  enjoy  especial 
advantages  from  their  culturable  or  uncultorable  lands. 


Bection  219. — In  reviewing  this  report,  the  Commisdoner,  Colonel 
Davies,  proposed  the  following  reductions  of  the 
Oidets  on  this  reports.         proposed  rates,  to  all  of  whidi  I  assented  :— 

Tioru  Circle.    Rate  on  bhur  from 
D4har  Circle.    Rate  on  dihri  from     ... 
Rate  on  Chiknot  and  Narmot  from    ••• 
Rate  on  bhur  from 

Bangar  Circle.    Rate  on  Chiknot  and 
Narmot  from  •••  ••- 

Rate  on  bhur  from 

Subject  to  these  modifications,  and  also  to  the  exclusion  of  fallow 
land,  the  assessment  of  which  was  held  to  be  undeairable,  unless  where  it 
was  clearly  shown  that  land  had  been  purposely  left  fallow  to  escape 
assessment,  or  where  the  fallow  was  of  more  than  ordinary  amount, 
my  proposals  were  sanctioned.  The  orders  were  contained  in  letters 
from  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Secretary 
to  Government,  No.  689  §  of  10th  July  1876,  and  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment's reply,  No.  1356  of  21st  November  1876.  On  the  subject  of  my 
proposal  for  the  insertion  of  a  clause  regarding  remission  of  revenue  in 
the  administration  papers  of  all  villages  liable  to  inundation,  the  Finan- 
cial Commissioner  recorded  his  opinion  that  the  entry  should  provide, 
that  in  all  cases  in  which  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  area  of  the  cul- 
tivated and  fallow  land  of  the  village,  as  now  recorded,  has  been  sub- 
merged, remissions  may  be  granted  on  account  of  the  excess  over  such 
ten  per  cent,  which  has  been  submerged. 

Section  220.— In  my  letter  No,  146  of  11th  May  1877,  I  urged 
that  the  remission  given,  when  the  submerged 
U.b^*»bL^o.r^*^''  areaexceeded  the  ten  per  cent,  limit,  should  be 
proportionate  to  the  whole  cultivated  and  fallow 
area  submerged,  and  this,  and  also  my  proposal  to  extend  the  rule 
to  similar  villages  in  Gurgaon  and  Firozpur,  were  sanctioned  in  letters 
from  Secretary  to  Government,  Noa  797  of  16th  July  1877  and  181  of 
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IStlt  February  1878L  The  first  of  these  letters  also  sanctioned  my 
proposal  to  exclude  po;rtions  of  seven  *  villages  situated  round  the 
Kotila  jhil  firom  the  operation  of  fixed  assessments.  I  wrote —  "Some 
of  these  villages  are,  at  present,  wretchedly  poor,  owing  to  the  long  sub- 
mersicm  of  their  lands,  and  I  feel  confident  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
induce  them  to  engage  lor  a  jama,  fairly  calculated  on  their  whole  lands, 
•even  if  the  conations  as  to  remission  proposed  in  my  first  para^ph 
be  sanctioned.  The  best  method  of  dealing  with  these  villages  will  be, 
to  adopt  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  sanctioned  for  the  Najafgarh 
jhil  lands.  I  propose  to  mark  off  the  jhil  lands  of  these  villages,  and  after 
assesaiDg  their  remaiiiii^  areas  in  the  usual  way,  to  fix  a  rate  per  acre 
to  be  paid  for  i^udi  of  the  jhil  lands  as  idiail,  on  measurement,  be  found 
cultivated  each  year.  Annual  measurements  will,  in  any  case,  have  to 
he  made  in  these  villa^j^es,  in  order  to  determine  the  area  submerged,  and 
this  plan  will,  I  think,  satisfy  the  villages  and  yield  the  greatest  revenue 
to  Govemment.  Another  difSculty  which  will  be  thus  met  by  the 
Tillages  paying  only  for  their  cultivation  is,  that  after  a  long  period  of 
submersion,  the  impoverished  owners  may  not  be  able  to  at  once  make 
arrangements  for  the  cultivation  of  their  whole  lands.  Subject  to  further 
enquiries,  I  should  fix  the  rate  to  be  paid  for  the  cultivation  of  the  jhil 
lands  at  Rs.  2  per  acre.  They  are  inferior  in  position  and  quality  to 
those  of  the  Najafgarh  jhil.^' 

Detailed   Amemmmt  of  Secticm  221.— The  rates  sanctioned  lor  this 

iJhik  lAoru.  ckiAt  were — 


Ch&hi 
D&hn 


Unirrigaied. 


Bs.  A 

P. 

2    8 

0 

1  12 

0 

Bs.  A. 

P. 

1    2 

0 

0  14 

0 

0    9 

0 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda 

Bhur 

Four  villages  of  this  circle  were  subsequently  transferred  to  Rewfiri, 
but  are  included  in  the  figures  here  ^ven.  ThB  existing  demand  was 
Rs.  33,598  :  the  demand  at  the  sanctioned  rates  came  to  Rs.  42,391,  of 
which  the  circle  rates  on  the  four  villages  above  mentioned  give  Rs.  2,602. 
My  assessments  after  deducting  Rs.  216,  reduced  by  the  Commissioner 
on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  41,396,  the  four  villages  transferred  to  Rewiri 
took  away  Rs.  2,408  revenue,  and  Rs.  115  was  remitted  on  maafi  plots, 
leaving  Rs.  88,873  as  the  amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  From  this 
again  deduct  Rs.  310  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases 
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and  Rs.  1,413  assigned  injagir.    The  immediate  kh&lsa    demand  i» 
therefore  Rs.  37,150. 

Detailed   aesessments  of  Section  222. — The  sanctioned  rates  for  this 

Chak  Bingar,  circle  were— 


Ch&hi 
Ddhri 


Unirrigated. 


Rs.  A. 

P. 

2  10 

0 

1  12 

0 

Rs.  A. 

P. 

1     4 

0 

1     1 

0 

0  10 

6 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda 

Bhur 

The  assessment  at  these  rates  amounted  to  Rs.  1,06,761  in  the 
whole  circle,  including  the  seven  villages  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  FIrozpur  tahsil.  This  was  an  increase  of  32  per  cent  over  the 
existing  demand  of  Rs.  84,160,  and  as  in  other  circles,  where  the 
increase  was  large,  I  did  not  find  myself  able  toassea')  fully  up  to  rates. 
Hy  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  10.828 ;  of  this  Rs.  7  were  after- 
wards reduced  for  land  taken  up  in  two  villages  (Qablab  5,  and  Bagada 
Pahari  2),  and  Rs.  3,653  must  be  allowed  for  villages  transferred  to  tahsil 
Firozpur,  leaving  !Rs.  1,04,768  as  entered  in  Statement  E.  From  this 
deduct  Rs.  30  remitted  on  account  of  gardens  and  Rs.  249  is  temporarily 
remitted  on  account  of  protective  leasea  The  immediate  kh&lsa 
demand  is  therefore  Rs.  1,04,489. 


DeUiled 
Chak  D4har, 

assessmentB  of 

Section  223.- 
this  circle  were}— 

-The 

rates  sanctioned 

for 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Chdhi 
D&hri 

•••            ••• 

•••            ••• 

Unirrigated. 

...    2 
...    2 

R« 

8 
0 

A. 

0 
0 

P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 
Magda       •••            ••• 

Bhur         ...             ... 

...    1    6 
...    1    4 
...    0  10 

6 
0 
6 

These  rates  applied  to  the  whole  circle,  including  the  two  villages 
subsequently  transferred  to  Gurgaon,  and  the  eight  villages  transferred 
to  Firozpur,  gave  a  fixed  assessment  of  Rs.  1,31,015,  and  Rs.   6,457  N 

being  deducted  for  villages  transferred  to  Gurgaon  and  Firozpur,  there 
remain  Rs.  1,24,558.  From  this  sum  I  exclude  the  assessment  at  the 
D&hri  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  of  the  4,422  acres,  made  subject  to  fluctuating 
assessment  in  the  villages  of  Muhammadpur,  Nuh,  Kotila,  Meoh, 
Akhaira,  and  Jal&lpur  Nub.  In  the  former  demand  of  Rs.  1,01,193 
these  lands  were,  of  course,  included.  In  framing  my  detailed  assess- 
ments, I  found  that  I  should  have  acted  more  wisely>  if  I  had  divided 
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this  -circle  into  two ;  in  the  northern  half  of  the  circle  I  was  easily  able^ 
in  most  villages,  to  assess  over  rates.  But,  to  the  south,  I  found  that 
I  was  generally  obliged  to  reduce  my  rates  ;  the  former  assessments 
were  lighter,  and  the  land  was  not  so  good.  My  detailed  fixed  assess- 
ments amount,  after  deducting  Rs.  258  reduced  by  the  Commissioner 
-on  appeal,  to  Rs.  1,20,297  ;  of  this  Rs.  4,932  must  be  allowed  for  48 
villages  transferred  to  Firozpur  with  a  jamd  of  Rs  4,377,and  two  villages 
to  Qurgaonassessedat  Rs.555— 36  rupees  remitted  on  gardens  and  Rs.  18 
assessed  in  maafi  plots,  must  also  be  deducted ;  the  total  deductions  therefore 
are  Rs.  4,986,  leaving  Rs.  1,15,311,  the  amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of. 
this  again  Rs.  63  is  remittedjon  account  of  gardens  not  allowed  for  in  State- 
ment £,  and  Bs.  5  is  temporarily  remitted'  on  account  of  protective 
leases.    The  fixed  immediate  kh&lsa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  1,15,243. 

The  lands,  excluded  from  fixed  assessment,  have  engaged  to  pay 
revenue  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  annum  plus  cesses  for  each  acre  culti- 
vated. These  lands  are  rarely  ijiivailable  for  cultivation  in  the  kharif, 
but  the  cultivation  should  be  inspected  each  harvest ;  the  revenue  is, 
however,  made  payable  in  the  rabi,  and  land  cropped  at  both  harvests 
will  only  pay  once. 

According  to  a  statement  supplied  to  me,  the  villages  have  paid 
under  this  system  as  follows  :— 

1877-78.  1878-79. 


Rs. 

A. 

Rb. 

A. 

Meoli 

Muhamm 

Kotila 

Akhaira 

Jaldlpur 

•••            ••• 

adpur 

• • •            .« • 

...            ••• 

Totri 

1,148 

680 

1,623 

4,302 

822 

14 
9 
9 

1 
0 

1,080 

536 

1,182 

4,175 

244 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

...  8,077 

1 

7,217 

0 

These  sums  are  far  in  excess  of  what  may  be  expected  in  years  of 
an  average  amount  of  rain-fall. 

The  other  two  villages  assessed  on  this  system  have  been  noticed 
in  circle  Chiknot  of  Firozpur. 

The  system  is,  1  believe,  very  popular. 


Tahsil  Qubgaon. 

Extract  from  the  AaseaaTnerU  report. 

»  »  •  « 

2.    Section  224. — There  are  two  low  ranges  of  hills  in  the  tahsil ; 
Physical  characteristics :     ^^^  ^®'  commencing  some  three  miles  north  of 
hills,  streams,  jhils,  dec  ^^^  southern  border  of  the  tahsil,  formsthe  east- 

ern boundary  of  the  district,  and  runs  on  into 
DeM,  the  other  entering  the  tahsil  forms  the  adjoining  sub-division  of 
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Nuh,  stretches  in  a  northerly  direction  as  far  as  Bhundsi  where  it  is 
only  three  miles  distant  from  the  other  range,  and  then  turns  to  the 
west  throwing  oat  a  couple  of  spurs  to  the  north. 

The  hills  are  connected  with  the  Ar&valli  range. 

There  is  no  stream  of  permanent  flow  in  the  tahsfl. 

The  chief  torrents  are  the  B&dshahpur  Nallah,  which  brings  down, 
through  a  pass  in  the  eastern  range,  the  drainage  of  part  of  the  B^abgarh 
tahsil  and  falls  into  the  Najafgarh  jhil ;  the  Indori  from  ^war  which^ 
after  flooding  the  low  lands  in  the  south-west  of  the  tahsfl,  joins  the 
S&hibi  in  Pataudi ;  and  the  Sfihibi,  which  rising  in  the  state  of  Jaipur 
4ows  through  the  west  of  the  tahsfl,  and  after  passing  through  parts 
of  the  Robtak  and  Delhi  districts  falls  into  the  Najafgarh  jhil,  the 
southern  end  of  which  is  situated  in  this  district. 

Configuration  of  countiy  8-  Section  225.— To  the  north-east  of  the 

and  diriaion  into  assetsment  tahsfl  is  a  tract  of  Magda  or  light  loam,  sloping^ 
^^'^^®®-  downwards  from  the  eastern  range  of  hill6  to 

the  lower  lands  on  the  west  (Chak  Gurgaon  ). 

2.  West  of  this  and  on  the  northern  border  of  the  tahsfl  are  a 
fe^  villages  surrounding  the  Najafgarh  jhfl  (  Chak  Najafgarh  jhfl). 

3.  Lying  partly  between  and  partly  to  the  south  of  the  two 
former  circles  is  a  tract,  low-lying,  and  in  heavy  rains  more  or  less  flood- 
ed by  the  B&dshahpur  Nallah,  and  the  drainage  of  Chak  Qurgaon  (Chak 
adjoining  D&har  ). 

4.  To  the  south  of  this  and  occupying  the  centre  of  the  tahsfl  is  a 
tract  of  veiy  liffht  Masda,  and  fisdr  and  generally  level  Bhur,  with  wells 
of  an  average  depth  of  46  feet  (  Chak  Sihi). 

5.  To  the  south  of  this  is  a  tract  of  better  Magda  ( light  loam 
with  wells  of  an  average  depth  of  59  feet  ( Chak  E&san. ) 

6.  To  the  south  of  this  is  a  low-lying  tract  characterised  by  hillocks 
of  inferior  Bhur,  and  low  lands  flooded  by  the  Indori  and  S&hibi  (Chak 
Bahora). 

7.  West  of  Chak  Najafgarh  jhfl,  Sihi  and  K&sau  is  a  tract  of 
high  hillocks  of  Bhur  between  which  are  lower  lands,  often  somewhat 
salt,  which  receive  the  drainage  of  the  hillocks :  water  is  near  the  sur- 
face :  many  of  the  wells  are  salt,  and  salt  is  largely  manufactured  by 
evaporation  (  Chak  Farrakhnagar). 

8.  To  the  west  of  this  the  Sahibi  flows  through  a  tract  of  low- 
lying  clay  with  a  little  high  inferior  Bhur  (Chak  S&hibi). 

9.  Under  both  ranges  of  hills,  there  are  certain  villages,  generally 
those  which  are  enclosed  by  the  hills  on  more  than  one  side,  which  are 
characterised  by  the  prevalence  of  a  hard,  gritty,  sandy  soil,  largely  cut 
up  by  water  courses,  and  in  most  cases  by  the  great  depths  of  the  wells; 
these  have  been  thrown  into  a  circle  lying  to  the  south  ox  Chaks  Gurgaon 
and  Sihi,  and  stretching  across  the  vaUey  between  the  two  hilU  at 
Bhundsi  (Chak  HiU). 

10.  To  the  south  of  this  is  a  valley  between  the  two  ranges  of 
hills  with  fair  and  level  Bhur  under  the  eaatern  range^  inferior  Bhur 
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immediately  mukr  t&e  woBtem  range,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  valley 
and  in  some  places  nearly  approaching  the  western  range,  light  loam 
or  Hagda  of  good  quality  (Uhak  Sohna). 

11.  While  to  the  south-east  of  the  tahsil  is  a  tract  of  hillo<to 
of  inferior  Bhur,  and  low  lands  flooded  by  streams  &om  the  Qurgaon 
and  Delhi  hills  (Chak  Sil&ni)«  ^ 

A  more  detailed  description  of  each  of  these  circles  will  be  fbund 
fvrther  ea  in  the  report. 

229. — ^The  irrigation  works  under  the  management 
of  the  Canal  Departmentj  which  are  situated  la 
this  tah^  are — 


4.    Section 

JMjgalfo&woiks. 


1.  The  Q&ilpahfir{  band. 

2.  The  Jhundsar&i  band. 

3.  The  B&rgujar  band. 

4.  The  Jharsa  band. 

5.  The  Qarhi  Harsaru  band. 


6.  The  Bih£ri  band  in  Sohna, 

7.  The  lUisina  band. 

8.  A  very   small  portion  of  the 

Nigafgarh  jhil  drainage  canal  ia 
situated  in  this  district. 


From  these  works  there  were  irrigated  in  the  kharif  of  1873  69*70 
aeies,  and  in  the  rabi  of  1874  9797o  acres,  being  a  tots^  in  the  two 
seasons  of  1,049*45  acres.  The  rains  of  1873  were  unusually  heavy,  and 
hence  these  figures  may  be  taken  as  showing  the  full  inrigatioa  power 
of  the  works. 

6.  Section  227. — Of  the  241  villages  now  constituting  the  tahsfl,  34 
FSscal  hiBtoiy.  Fonner  were  added  to  the  district  afterthemutiny;  seven 
oons^tatLon  of  tfthaiU  '  were  transferred  from  Delhi,  four  before*  1846 
and  three  in  1863,  and  the  remaining  200  were  at  last  settlement  com- 
prised in  the  pargahahs  of  Jharsa,  Sohna  and  Bahora,  The  following 
table  shows  their  distribution  among  the  circles : — 


" 

Jhana 

Sohna 

Bahora 

Delhi 

Villages 

annexed 

after  ma- 

tiny. 

AMflsment  C^le. 

. 

Total. 

village. 

Tillages. 

Tillages. 

Tillages. 

K»l«fg%rli  Jtifl  ... 

8 
9 

... 

... 

4 

... 

••• 

12 

t 

Qvfim 

42 

.«. 

«•• 

..• ' 

... 

*4a 

Silu 

IS 

5 

•*( 

... 

... 

•23 

foil 

10 

12 

... 

..« 

•.. 

22 

gokna 

•w 

26 

... 

... 

... 

28 

8aiUni 

••• 

tf 

•  •a 

... 

... 

27 

Fsrrakhnagar  ... 

13 

•  a. 

... 

a 

13 

t28 

%OdU              ^ 

.«• 

... 

.«• 

••• 

n 

17 

tima 

•%• 

8 

8 

1 

... 

12 

Balioni 

... 

19 

... 

i 

•2a 

Taba 

100 

78 

23 

T 

84 

2U 

•  Two  estates  altefwaids  snited  iato  aae. 
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<).  /Seciion  228.— The  original  parganah  of  Jharsa  or  B&dshahpur, 
after  having  been  for  nearly  sixty  years  in  the 
jhW^  history.  Parganah  possession  of  the  Begam  Sombre,  lapsed  in  1836, 
and  was  summarily  settled  by  Mr.  C.  Gubbins. 
This  settlement  was  afterwards  revised  by  the  present  Lord  Lawrence, 
but,  owing  to  his  transfer,  Was  reported  by  Mr.  C.  Gubbins  in  1839,  and 
finally,  the  papers  having  been  returned  for  corrections,  by  Mr.  Barnes 
in  1840.  The  parganah  as  summarily  settled  by  Mr.  Gubbins  contained 
78  villages.  It  appears  from  his  report,  that,  until  the  last  two  years 
before  the  lapse,  collections  had  been  always  made  by  the  Begam's  agent 
CD  a  yearly  estimate  of  the  produce.  In  the  famine  year  of  1241  fasli 
(A.  D.  1833-34),  this  was  not  found  a  profitable  method  of  collection, 
and  was  commuted  to  a  demand  fixed  for  three  years,  which,  being 
harshly  exacted  during  the  following  years  of  aicarcity,  led  to  the 
desertion  of  many  villages.  Mr.  Lawrence  in  his  report  states  that 
when  the  villages  were  assessed  annually,  the  actual  demand  was 
seldom  restricted  to  the  amount  fixed,  if  more  could  be  collected,  and, 
during  the  latter  years  of  the  Begam's  life,  the  parganah  was  pretty 
much  at  the  mercy  of  her  agent,  who  seldom  failed  to  reap  a  plentiful 
harvest.  On  lapsing  the  parganah  was  generally  impoverished,  and  the 
villages  and  their  inhabitants  bore  all  the  appearance  of  bad  manage* 
ment. 

The  average  collections  during  the  last  ten  years  of  the  Begam's 
management  had  been  Rs.  66,858,  and  the  assessment  made  by  Mr. 
GulDbins  in  1836  amounted  to  Bs.  70,610. 

This  settlement  was  immediately  succeeded  by  that  of  Mr. 
Lawrence.  The  parganah  as  settled  by  him  consisted  of  101  villages ; 
of  these,  78  with  6  new  estates  since  formed  were  those  settled  by  Mr. 
Gubbins,  12  had  been  transferred  from  the  neighbouring  pargans^s  of 
Sohna,  Pali,  Pakai  and  Najafgarh,  and  five  villages  were  in  jagir.  Mr. 
Lawrence's  settlement  dealt  with  96  villages,  of  which  three  have  since 
been  transferred  to  Delhi  i  in  the  remaining  93  the  existing  assessment 
was  Rs.  78,090,  which  he  decreased  to  Rs.  77,873.  The  jagir  Villages 
increased  to  six  by  partition  of  an  estate  lapsed  in  1848  and  were 
settled  by  Mr.  Routh  at  Rs.  8,998,  raising  the  Government  demand  to 
Bs.  86,871,  to  which  must  be  added  Rs.  664  for  lands  reclaimed  from 
Najafgarh  jhil,  and  formed  into  a  separate  village  in  1860,  making  a 
total  of  100  estates  assessed  at  Rs.  87,535.  The  present  revenue 
demand  is  Rs.  85,836,  being  a  decrease  of  Rs.  1,699,  of  which  Rs.  908 
was  remitted  from  deterioration  and  over-assessment,  the  rest  from 
ordinary  causes  such  as  land  being  taken  up  for  public  purposes. 

7.  Section  229. — Parganah  Sohna  first  came  into  British  possession 
in  1803.  After  having  been  entrusted  for  short 
SohiS'^^'"*^'  Parganah  p^^ods  to  the  state  of  Bhartpur  and  R&o  Tej 
Singh  of  Rewfiri,  it  was  about  1808  settled  by 
Mr,  Fraser.  In  1842  Mr.  Barnes  wrote — "  It  is  impossible  to  carry  on 
any  connected  history  of  the  fiscal  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  parganah.  There  have  been  no  series  of  settlement  to  mark  by 
regular  steps  the  advancement  or  retrogression  of  the  revenue.    More- 
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oyer,  ibe  parganah  in  its  present  shape  has  received  so  large  an  addition 
to  its  area  and  jama,  that  any  reference  to  its  revenue  before  these 
changes  were  effected  would  scarcely  be  inteUigible.  The  jama  of  the 
parganah  for  the  year  preceding  settlement  was  Rs.  1,33,261.  The 
average  collections  of  the  past  17  and  10  years  amount,  respectively,  to 
Rs.  1,13^08  and  Rs.  1,18,357  :  with  the  exception  of  Palwal,  Sohna  wa^ . 
undoubtedly  the  heaviest  assessed  parganah  in  a  district  where  no  assess- 
ment was  moderate,  and  the  coKlditionof  the  people  proportionally  des- 
titute. I  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  C.  Qubbins  in  stating  that  in  February^ 
1839,  when  he  joined  as  Collector,  there  were  no  less  uian  47  villages  in 

this  parganah  either  entirely  or 
nearly  deserted.  The  number  •  of 
instances  in  which  recourse  has  been 
had  within  the  last  few  years  to 
the    heaviest    punishment  in   the 


Ssta'es. 
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Transfer  of  Malgnziri 
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power  of  the  authorities  to  inflict  for  desertions  and  non-payment  of 
revenue  must  l)e  regarded*as  a  proof  of  over-assessment.  -  The  penalty 
of  sale  was  seldom  resorted  to,  for  the  reason  that  no  purchaser  could 
be  found  to  risk  his  capital. " 

This  over-assessment  of  the  parganah  had,  as  Mr.  Barnes  showed, 
caused  in  eight  years  a  decrease  in  the  cultivated  area  of  nearly  27 
per  cent.  He  therefore  reduced  the  assessment  of  the  169  village3 
then  contained  in  the  parganah  from  Rs.  1,33,261  to  Rs.  1,01,135,  being 
a  decrease  of  llj  per  cent,  on  the  collections  of  seventeen  years,  of  14^ 
per  cent,  on  the  collections  of  the  last  ten  years,  and  of  24  per  cent,  on 
the  former  Government  demand.  In  the  78  villages  now  attached  to 
this  tahsil,  Mr.  Barnes  reduced  the  assessment  from  Rs.  61,098  to 
Rs.  47,103  or  23  per  cent.  The  present  demand  is  Rs.  46,942,  being  a 
decrease  of  Rs.  161  due  to  ordinary  pauses. 

8.    Section  230. — "Parganah  Bahora  was  originally  granted  in  1803 
Fiscal  history.    Parganah    by  the  British  Government  to  the  Bhartpur 
Bahora.  Chief  and  was  resumed  in  IbOo  with  other 

grants.  It  was  first  fanned  to  R&o  R&m  Bakhsh,  brother  of  R£o 
Jal  Singh,  the  Istamr&rd&r  of  Rew&ri.  It  was  assessed  in  1216  fasli 
(A.  D.  1808)  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser  at  a  very  moderate  jama  averaging  rot 
more  than  Rs.  12,000  for  three  years.  In  the  second  settlement;  how- 
ever, the  revenue  was  raised  more  than  60  per  cent,  for  the  first  year 
and  nearly  100  for  the  second.  The  consequence  was  that  15  of  26 
villages  which  then  composed  the  Ehalisaportionof  the  parganah  were 
leased  to  farmers.  This  assessment  was  realized  with  considerable  punc- 
tuality, but  in  that  which  succeeded,  the  jama  was  further  raised  to 
Bs.  32,424  or  nearly  50  per  cent,  on  the  past  assessment  which  had 
been  enhanced  so  suddenly.  All  the  villages,  except  five,  were  given 
to  farmers,  some  of  whom,  being  men  of  property,  made  good  their 
engagements.  However,  the  parganah  from  this  period  generally  fell 
into  balances,  and  the  assessment  was  reduced  for  an  interval ;  but  it  did 
no  good,  being  immediately  raised.  Every  year  balances  occurred,  till  at 
last  the  parganah  was  brought  under  Ehdm  management  though 
nominally  ad&essed.    In  1825  Mr.  Cavendish  revised  the  assessment,  and 
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redii^  it  ta  Rs.  24,810»  at  which  it  has  with  trifling  T«riatt<niet«r 
•ince  remained ;  for  though  the  leases  were  only  granted  for  five  year% 
on  their  expiration  it  was  continued  to  be  paid  till  1240,  when  Mr. 
Bacon  assessed  the  parganah  for  ten  years  at  a  trifling  increase.  From 
the  period  of  Mr.  Cavendish's  assessment/  the  parganah,  which  was  then 
nuch  impoverished  and  half  deserted,  has  steadily  improved,  and  the 
people  ore  now,  perhaps,  more  affluent  than  those  of  any  other  part  of 
the-district. "  So  wrote  Mr.  Lawrence  ^in  1838.  The  average  demand 
for  the  last  thirty  years  had  been  Rs.  25,953,  the  average  collections 
Bs.  28,397,  the  existing  assessment  on  the  Ehalisa  villages  was 
Bs.  24,892,  which  Mr.  Lawr^ice  raised  to  Bs.  27,676  or  about  ten  per 
cent.  The  parganah  then  comprised  33  villages,  three  of  which  were  in 
ja^r.  Two  of  these  latter  were  assessed  by  Mr.  Lawrence  at  Rs,  2,708, 
raising  the  total  demand  to  Bs.  30,364,  while  the  third  was  assessed  by 
Hr.  Bouth  in  1848  at  Bs.  2,528,  raising  the  total  demand  to  Bs.  32,912. 
Of  these  38  villa^  22  are  now  included  in  this  tahsiL  Including  the 
village  assessed  by  Mr.  Bouth,  their  jamas  as  fixed  at  settlement 
amounted  to  Bs.  26,339.  The  present  assessment  is  Rs.  25,908,  being  a 
decrease  of  Bs.  431,  mainly  due  to  deterioration  of  lands  by  sand 
deposits  fix)m  the  Indori  stream. 

9.  Section  231.— Of  the  34  villages  annexed  after  the  mut'ny,  27  were 

Fiscal  hUtofy   New  ter-    ^^  ^^^  parganah  of  Bfidli,  which  had  been  part 

rltoiy.     ^^^'  '    of  the  state  of  Jhajjar,  three  had  been  held  by 

the    Naw&b  of  Farrukhnagar,  and  four  had 

belonged  to  the  King  of  Delhi's  tahsfl,  Kot  Kfisim. 

The  fi&dli  villages  were  on  the  confiscation  of  the  Jhajjar  state 
summarily  assessed  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
Bohtak,  who  reduced  the  demand  from  Rs.  36,333,  at  which  it  stood 
under  the  Nawdb,  to  Bs.  27,746;  subsequently  measurements  were 
commenced  and  completed  in  .1863 ;  and  the  assessments  revised  in  1864 
by  Major  Cripps>  Deputy  Commissioner  Qurgaon  (the  village  having 
been  transferred  in  1860),  who  further  reduced  the  demand  to  Bs.  26,720. 
The  present  demand  is  Bs.  26,713^ 


11.    Section  232.— I  extract  the  following  remarks  by  Mr.  Fraser, 
Working   of  SetUemeat    Collector    of   Qurgaon,    from    the  Statistical 
before  mutiny.  Account  of  Qurgaon  published  in  1849 :  Par- 

ganah Jharm, — "I  discover  one  sale  and  two 
transfers  for  arrears  of  revenue,  since  the  revision  of  settlement,  and, 
considering  the  number  of  villages  in  the  '  parganah  and  the  seasons  *  ^ 
with  which  they  have  since  settlement  had  to  contend,  I  believe  that 
this  will  be  deemed  to  afford  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  settlement 
was  conducted  on  principles  favoraUe  and  easy  to  the  people." 

Parganah  Sohna. — "Since  the  revision  of  the  settlement to6k 
place  I  do  not  observe  that  a  single  change  of  property  produced  by  car 
demand  has  taken  place,  and  this  fact  is,  I  hope,  sufficient  to  prOTa 
that  (he  setttonieBt  has  worked  well  $iBM  its  ^^adttsioB." 
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F(8r9aii(i&BbtAara.«*--''T]iat  tlie  MttiementlMMrworiced  irell  may  be 
inieTTed  fix>m  the  hist  at  ther»  having  occurred,  since  its  conclusion, 
no  dkanm  of  property,  and  that  the  revenue  has  generally  l)eeo 
ttUeoted  with  ease  to  the  people.  " 


15.    Action  233.--From  Appendices  III  t  and  IV  fit  appears  that 

C<)Uecti<m  of  tke  reTenae.  ^^  ^^  sixteen  years  from  1859  to  1874,  the  total 
balances  amoiinted  to  Bs.  74,516,.  and  the  total 
MmiflBtonft  to  Rg.  37,095,  being  an  average  percentage  on  the  annual 
Assessment  of  2*8  of  balance,  and  1^1  ofiemisbions.  During  the  early 
part  of  this  period  the  newly  annexed  villages  had  not  been  leffularly 
assessed,  and  the  scarcity  of  1860-61  unfavorably  aflbcted  the  colkctioik 
If  the  first  five  years  be  excluded,  it  will  be  found  that  during  the  last 
^evea  vean  the  total  balances  have  been  Rs.  20^689,  and  the  remissions 
iU.  11,680,  c^  which  Bs.  13,034  and  Ba.  10,825  respectively  have  oecur* 
red  in  the  villagea  surrounding  the  Naja&arh  jhil:thus  m  the  other  ten 
circles  the  balances  during  the  last  eleven  years  have  been  only 
Bs.  7,655  and  the  renuasions  Rs.  865  or  0*4  and  0'04  per  cent,  respectively, 
im  the  anmal  Jama. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  attach  or  sril  land  in 
order  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  revenue,  and  only  in  eleven 
instances  have  goods  even  been  attached,  and  in  (me  case  a  headman 
taken  into  cust<^y. 

Jt  is  evident  that  the  revenue  has  been  collected  wi&  ease  and 
punctuality. 

16w    Section  iS*r^       #  #  #  •  •  « 

W^^J^n?'  **'^"    The  proprietary  tribes  may  be  thus  dassified— 


Ooodagricul- 
torists. 

Fab  a^ricul- 
toristB. 

InferioT  agri- 
cnltnrisU. 

Tribes  which 

do  not  in 

thin  tahsU 

nsoally, 

tibemsel?ei^ 

cultivate. 

Number  of  Tlllagoi  owned  iit 
whole  or  in  part 

Jats 

AhiM 

Garpenters 
M5 

Oi&ja» 

Meoa 

Agaris 

Rajptitfl 

Braomina 

Tagaa 

Biluchea 

PathteA 

QarhaB. 

SI 

fill 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  tahsil  is  fairly,  but  from  the  acreage 
owned  by  Bajputs  not  especially,  fortunate  in  its  proprietary.  Agaris 
are  salt  makers  and,  though  industrious,  pay  more  attention  to  their 
salt  pans  than  to  their  fields.  Oarhas  are  a  branch  of  Sheikhs,  and 
Ti^as  of  Brahmins.  The  Brahmins  of  Ourgaon.are  inferior  to  those  of 
Palwal  as  agriculturists.  The  characteristtc  of  the  other  tribes  are  well 
known,  and  they  do  not  appear  to  require  further  notice. 


i  KotAQW  giT88, 
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18.    Section  235. — ^No  new  marts  have  come  into  existence  in  this 
Increase  in  the  resooices     J*^^^  ^^^^^  J,^*  settlement  and,  although  the 
ofthetahsil.  trade     of    Farrukhnagar  has    of  late  years 

'  largely  increased,  it  is  mainly  confined  to  the 
traffic  in  salt.  There  is  no  great  centre  of  agricultural  dealings ; 
besides  Farrukhnagar,  Bahora,  B&dshahpur  and  Sohna,  are  the  only 
towns  within  the  tahsil,  and  are  all  small  and  unimportant.  The  East 
Indian  Railway  has  brought  the  whole  district  into  more  direct  and  easy- 
communication  with  the  markets  of  the  North-West  Provinces,  and 
the  Rijput&na  ( State )  Railway  opened  in  1873  traverses  the  tahsiL 
This  Railway,  while  benefiting  the  country  generally,  has,  by  supplant- 
ing their  carts,  diminished  the  resources  of  not  a  few  Ahir  villages 
situated  on  the  road  between  Delhi  and  Rewdri.  The  main  causes  of 
the  increase  in  the  resources  of  the  tahsil  will  be  found  in  the  ri^e  of 
prices,  in  the  increafie  of  population,  and  in  the  extension  of  cultivation. 


Section     236. — The   rates    adopted    at    last     settlement, 
were — 


24. 

Bates  of  last  settlement. 


Jharsa.  * 


Son. 

WeU-irrigated, 

Dihar. 

BiUrani. 

Nftnnot                     V 

Magda                     •..           ...           ••. 

Bhur   • 

Bs.  A.  P. 
3    0    0 
2   8    0 
2    4    0 

Rs.  A.  P. 
1    12    0 
18    0 
1      8    0 

Be.  A.  P. 
1      0    0 
0      9    0 
0      7    0 

SOHNA. 

HiU  vHUigea, 


Well-irrigated 
Bhur 

Valley  villages. 

Well-irrigated 

D&har  •••  ••• 

Karmot 

Magda  •••  ••• 

Bhur  ...  ••• 


Bahoba. 


Well-irrigated 

Dilhar 

Bhur 


Rs.  A.  P. 
2    4    0  per  acre. 
0  13   0 


3    8    0  per  acre. 
2    2    0        „ 


1  9 
1  0 
0  13 


4  0 
3  3 
0  14 


0 
0 
0 


0  per  acre. 

8        „ 
5        „ 


•  Fiom  their  lesolts  apparently  per  bigha. 
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Th^e  rates  adopted  in  the  settlement  of  the  Bfidli  villages  were 
stated  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  in  his  No.  103  of  1864  to  be  those 
of  the  Jharsa  parganah.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rates  on  the  different 
soils  differ  considerably  in  the  various  parganahs.  If  Rs.  2-12-0  for 
Ch&hi  be  assumed  as  a  starting-pointy  the  proportional  relations 
deduced  from  the  rents  in  para.  22  *  would  give — 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chdhi  2  12    0 

Dahri  ...  ...        2    16 

Chiknot  and  Narmot    ...        12    7 
Magda  ...  .^,        0  15    ft 

Bhur  0  11    7 

25.    Section  237.— Ghak   Bahora  comprises  23  t  villages  with  an 
ChakBahora,  ^^^^  '^^  26,469  acres  situated  in  the  south- 

western portion    of  the  tahsfl.    The  general 
appearance  of  the  circle  is  that  of  high  lands  inferior  and  sandy,  with 
here  and  there  lower  lands,  4)enefited  by  natural  irrigation  and,  except 
where  sand  has  been  deposited  by  the  various  streams,  generally  of 
good  quality.    The  well  irrigation  of  this  circle  is  good ;  water  is  near 
the  surface,  the  average  depth  to  water  being  only  19  feet :  95  per 
cent,  of  the  l&os  are  sweet,  2  brackish  and  ouly  3  per  cent,  salt :  52  per 
cent  of  the  Chahi  lands  are  manured ;  67  per  cent,  are  classed  as 
Magda,  16  per  cent,  as  Bhur.  and  17  per  cent,  as  Chiknot  and  ISarmot. 
84  per  cent  of  the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurement.    The  staple  crops^own  on  the  well  lands  is  barley  76 
per  cent,  against  wheat  7*2  per  cent.     The  natural  irrigated  lands  are 
nearly  25  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  and  fallow  of  the  circle ;  of  these, 
77  per  cent  are  flooded  by  streams,  which  bring  down  the  drainage  of 
the  high  country  and  the  range  of  hills  near  Tioru,  most  of  which  is 
concentrated  in  the  Indori  Mullah :  17  per  cent  is  irrigated  by  the 
maini  stream  of  the  S&hibi,  and  7  per  cent  partly  by  a  detached  branch 
of  the  S&hibi  and  partly  by  a  small  stream  from   Alwar.    With  the 
exception  of  the  branch  of  the  S&hibi,  which  overflows  only  in  seasons 
of  more  than  ordinary  rain,  these  streams  are  fairly  regulai}  in  their 
flow,  but  their  beneficial  action,  and  especially  that  of  the  Indori,  is,  to 
some  extent,  counterbalanced  by  frequent  deposits  of   sand.    24'6  per 
cent  of  the  Ddhri  lands  are  classed  as  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  46*5  per 
cent,  as  Magda,  and  289  per  cent,  as  Bhur.    The  staple  crops  of  the 
naturally  irrigated  lands  are  wheat,  and  wheat  and  gram  which  occupy 
some  59  per  cent,  of  the  Ddbri  area.    Barley  is  less  cultivated^  forming 
only  some  23  per  cent,  of  the  produce. 

Of  the  Bar&ni  soils  less  than  1  per  cent,  is  classed  as  Narmot,  57 
per  cent  as  Magda,  and  42  per  cent  as  Bhur.  The  Narmot  is  low-lying 
and  good':  the  Magda  varies :  an  analysis  of  my  notes  shows  that  some 
18  per  cent,  of  it  is  very  fair,  36  per  cent  average,  34  per  cent  inferior 
average  and  12  per  cent  inferior.    The  Bhur  is  generally  high  lying  tod 


**  Omitted  in  these  extracts. 

t  Bednced  to  22  by  anion  of  two  estates  into  one. 
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rather  looBe  andinfiBnor.  The  amm  staples  grown  on  the  tuiirrigated 
soils  are,  bijra  57*4,  aatnmn  pulses  3d'7,  barley  2%  jow&r  2,  wheat 
I'l,  wheat  and  gram  08,  cotton  0*3  and  gram  0*3  percent 

The  ma'ease  in  resources  of  this  circle,  as  approximately  calcalated 
in  para.  21,*  is  45*4  per  cent.,  the  increase  in  cultivation  having  been 
86*4  per  cent,  bat  the  later  onltirated  area  is  most  probably  the  higher 
and  inferior  soib:  while  several  villages  have  been  injured  by  deposits 
of  suuL    l^e  ]»te8  which  I  propose  for  sanction  are— 

OhOA         ...        S    0  0 

Ddhri  ...        1  14  0 

UninigatedOhiknotaDd-Narmot  1    8  0 

Magda        ^^.        •«•        •••  10  0 

Bhur  ,..        k 0  10  0 

Fallow        0  10  0 

Uy  late  for  Ch&hi  is  high,  as  the  weHs  are  swee^  and  in  g&DBtti 
'uee,  the  soU  good,  and  water  near  the  surface.  The  D&hri  rate  is  6 
annas  below  that  proposed  in  Chak  Sail&ni  in  (mler  to  allqw  for  the 
Bhur  deposits  of  the  Indori :  while  the  rates  on  dry  soils  are  fixed  with 
reference  to  their  several  characteristics  as  above  described.     *    •    * 

26.    Section  238.— €hak  Sihi  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
Chftk  SftL  tahsil  and  contains  23  f  villages  with  an  area 

of  19,419  acres.  It  is  a  very  sandy  tract,  63*4 
per  cent  of  its  soils  being  Bhur,  rather  inferior,  generally  a  loose  and 
slightly  uneven  soil ;  365  per  cent,  a  very  light  Magda,  hardly  better 
than  Bhur,  and  only  01  per  cent  Narmot.  The  weU  irrigated  area  is 
12  per  cent.,  water  is  at  an  average  depth  of  46  feet.  All  the  wells  are 
of  masonry  and  of  sweet  water.  Of  the  well  lands  71  per  cent  are 
Magda,  28*5  per  cent  Bhur  and  0*5  per  cent  Nanuot  76  per  cent  of 
the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement  The 
staple  produce  of  the  well  lands  is  barley  845  per  cent ;  wheat  is 
only  3  9  per  cent 

The  25  acres  shown  as  D^ri  are  lands  flooded  by  the  drainage 
t>fsome  higher  grounds.  It  is  an  inferior  D&bar,  hardly  worth  the 
name,  growing  khartf  crops.  Of  the  unirrigated  lands  68  per  cent,  are 
Bhur  and  32  per  cent.  Magda,  and  there  are  11  acres  of  Narmot 

Little  is  grown  on  the  dry  lands  except  bfijra  and  autumn  pulses/ 
the  returns  showing  50*3  and  41*5  per  cent  of  these  respectively. 
Barley  and  cotton  are  each  07  per  cent  and  jowfir  0*3,  and  gram  01 
per  cent 

The  increase  in  resources  of  this  circle,  as  calculated  in  para.  21, 
has  been  26*2  per  cent.,  and  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce 
as  estimated  in  Form  D  is  Rs.  15,678,  or  18*4  per  cent  over  the  existing 
assessment  of  Rs.  15,511.  My  rates  dietailed  below  yield  an  assessment 

e  Not  giyen  in  these  extracts. 

t  Bednoed  to  2%  hj  xoii^iU  tweeitfitea4iit«iOoe. 
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#f  Ite.  U»5ll  or  Ml  lAerease  of  171  per  cent.  The  Magdb  mte  k  rery 
low,  beciMue  moHt  of  ihe  lands  thus  <iassed  have  been  thus  entered  more 
to  disiiBgimh  them  from  the  still  more  inferior  Bhur  than  from  any 
Bataml  daim  to  the  title :  the  Bhur,  althougji  not  ho  bad  as  in  Chaks 
Hill,  Farrakhnagar  and  Sihibi,  1%  as  above  noted,  inferior :  as  to  the 
Oh£hi  rate,  although  the  well-lands  are  sandy^  yet  the  wat^  is  sweet, 
#ai4  the  wells  in  general  nse^ 

My  rates  are — 

Rs.  A,  P. 

Ch&hl  .,.        •••  2    8  0 

D&hri  18  0 

Karmot  ..,        •••  ISO 

Magdsa  0  IS  0 

Bhur  0  10  0 

Fallow  0  10  0 

#  «  •  « 

27.    SeetiM  239.— Chak  E^n  is  a  small  ^rcle  of  12  villages 
Cbsk  KioBsx  ^^^  *^  ^^'^  ^^  12,879  acres,  lying  to  the  south 

of  Chak  SihL  The  prevailing  soil  is  Magda,  a 
fittle  superior  to  that  of  Chak  Sihi,  and  similar  to  that  of  the  adjoining 
Chak  T&oru  of  Nuh,  too  sandy  for  mbi  produce,  but  yielding  fidr 
i^ops  of  b&jra.  74  per  cent,  of  the  culturable  lands  are  thus  classed, 
the  other  26  per  cent  being  Bhur  similar  to  that  of  Chak  Sihi.  There 
is  no  Narmot  and  no  natui^  irrigation. 

The  wdl  irrigated  area  is  only  3*9  per  t5ent.,  the  depth  to  water 
in  nine  villages  of  the  circle  beine  over  60  feet ;  the  average  of  the 
dfole  is  59  (wL  Of  the  well-lands,  84  per  cent,  are  Magda  and  16 
per  cent.  J^ur.  68  per  cent,  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurement.  All  the  wells  are  sweet  and  of  masonry.  Barle}'  forms 
88'6  per  cent  of  the  irrigated  produce,  wheat  only  28  per  cent 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  73*6  per  cent  are  Magda  and  26*4  per 
sent.  Bhur.  BAjra  and  pulses  form,  respectively,  52T  and  441  per 
cent  of  the  unirrigated  produce,  while  jow&r  is  only  2*3  per  cent. 

Oultivation  has  veiy  tiurgely  increased  in  this  circle  since  last 
settlement,  the  inorease  in  resourees  as  estimated  in  para.  21  beins^  49*7 
per  cent  and  tiie  rate  of  the  assessment  per  cultivated  acre  being  fallen 
£r<Ha  Re.  0-15-1  to  Ra  0-10-3.  My  proposed  rate  {ot  Bhur  is  the  same 
as  in  Chak  Sihi,  that  for  Magda  a  Uttle  higher  and  equal  to  that  in 
Chak  T&orn,  but  owing  tp  the  great  depth  to  water  I  have  reduced 
my  Ch^  rate.    My  rates  then  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 


OMhi 

*«* 

••• 

8    4 

« 

Magda 

.*«• 

«•• 

0  14 

0 

Bhur 

•  •• 

»a« 

0  10 

e 

Fallow 

•  a* 

•  «• 

9  10 

0 
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28.    Section  240.?— Chak  Sihibi  occupies  the  north-western  comer 
Chak  SAMbi.  ^^  *^®  tahsil  and  contains  17  villages  with  an 

area  of  18,019  acres.  It  is  characterized  by 
low  lands  mainly  consisting  6f  dark  hard  soil  flooded  in  heavy  rains  by 
the  Sahibi,  while  in  the  midst  of  these,  and  where  this  circle  joins 
Chak  Farrukhnagar,  are  high  inferior  sandy  soils.  27  per  cent  of  the 
lands  are  Chiknot^  24*7  per  cent.  JSarmot,  32  per  cent  Magda  and  16*3 
per  cent.  Bhur.  ' 

As  in  tahsil  Rew&ri,  from  which  this  circle  is  separated  by  a 
narrow  strip  of  the  Rohtak  district,  the  well  springs  are  good  and  the 
area  irrigated  per  I&o  larger  than  usual 

The  well-irrigated  lands  are  over  29  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  and 
fallow  area ;  the  well  lands  too  are  good,    43'3  per  cent  being  Chiknot,. 
307  per  cent.  Narmot,  221  per  cent  Magda  and  only  4  per  cent  Bhur, 
while  91  per  cent   of  them  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  ot 
measurement,  ^^^  the  average  depth  to  water  is  only  14  feet    But  all 
these  advantages  are  very  largely  counterbalanced  by  the  saltness  of 
the  wells,  39  per  cent  of  the  l&os  being  salt  and  20  per  cent,  brackish, 
against  41  per  cent,  sweet :  and  this  disadvantage  is  rendered  still  greater 
by  the  goodness  of  the  soils,  it  being  notorious  that  light  soils  give  the 
best  returns  on  salt  and  brackish  wells.     Barley  forms  728  per  cent  of 
the  Ch&hi  produce  and  wheat  17*2  per  cent ;  9£^  per  cent,  of  the  Idos  are 
on  pakka  wells.    The  area  shown  as  Dihri  is  large,  being  2,875  acres  or 
23'3  per  cent      But  of  this  only  30  per  c6nt  is  flooded  inordinary 
years  by  the  Sdhibi,  which  runs  through  the  circle  in  a  rather  deep 
ntirrow  channel :  the  other  70  per  cent  are  only  flooded  when  the  Sdhibi 
comes  down  with  rather  greater  force  than  usual,  or  are  an  inferior 
Dfihar  irrigated  merely  by  the  drainage  water  of  higher  lands  around. 
Of  the  Ddhri  lands,  551  per  cent  are  Chiknot,  366  per  cent.  Narmot, 
8  per  cent.  Magda  and  0*3  per  cent  Bhur.    Of  their  produce,  barley 
forms  31*7  per  cent.,  gram  28  per  cent,  jowfir  267  per  cent  and  wheat  67' 
per  cent. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  1*8  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  149  per  cent. 
Narmot,  507  per  cent  Magda  and  326  per  cent.  Bhur. 

The  Chiknot  and  Narmot  whether  entered  as  Dfihri  or  Bar&ni  are 
very  productive  when  well  flooded  and  in  seasons  of  heavy  rain,,  but 
give  only  scanty  returns  when  the  rains  are  at  all  deflcient. 

Of  the  Magda  about  half  is  good  and  low  lying,  and  half  high  and 
rather  inferior:  the  Bhur  is  almost  wholly  high  uneven  and  bad. 

The  staple  crops  on  the  dry  lands  are,  b&jra  427  per  cent.,.autumn. 
pulses  205  per  cent,  jowfir  156  per  cent,  barley  8*3  per  cent,  gram 7*1 
per  cent,  and  wheat  2*6  per  cent. 

The  jama  of  this  circle  in  the  Naw&b's  time  amounted  in  16 
villages  to  Rs.  19,729,  or  adding  the  summary  settlement  jama  of  the 
seventeenth  village  which  was  in  Istamr&r  tenure  to  Rs.  20,679. 

The  assessment  fixed  by  Majot  Cripps  was  Rs.  15,178,  falling  on 
the  cultivated  area  at  the  rate  of  Be.  1-7-3 :  the  increase  in  cultivation 
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i  since  that  settlement  has  been  15*5  per  cent.,  and  in  well-irrigation  28*9 

per  cent.,  50  new  wells  having  been  constructed:  the  large  increase  in  the 
D&hri  area  is  due  to  increase  of  cultivation  and  a  different  classification. 
It  was  admitted  by  Major  Cripps  that  the  soils  had  been  carelessly 
classified. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  saltness  of  the  wells,  the  inferiority  of  70  per 

^  cent,  of  the  D&har,  the  badness  of  the  Bhur,  the  unproductiveness  of 

the  Chiknot  and  Narmot  in  seasons  of  at  all  deficient  rain,  and  the 

ownership  of  6  of  the  17  villages  by  K&jputs,  and  three  by  Biluches 

and  Sheikhs,  the  rates  which  1  propose  are — 

Es.  A.  P. 
ChShi         ••  ••  ...    2    4    0 


Dfihri         ..            ..            ...    1  10 

0 

Bar^i  Chiknot  and  Narmot   ...    1    4 

0 

„       Magda          1    1 

0 

Bhur            ..             ...    0    9 

0 

„       Fallow          ...            ...    0    9 

0 

.   •                          •                       # 

29.    Section  241. — Chak  Sail&ii  is  situated  in  the  south-east  of  the 
Chak  SaUtoi.  tahsil,  and   embraces  27  villages  with  a  total 

area  of  19,794  acres.  It  consists  of  high  and 
low  lands  interspersed,  differing  much  in  their  value,  the  high  lands 
being  chiefly  inferior  Bhur,  while  the  low  lands  are  generally  Chiknot, 
If  armot  and  Magda  of  good  quality.  The  percentages  of  the  soils  are 
Chiknot  43,  Narmot  10,  Magda  467  and  Bhur  39. 

Water  is  near  the  surface,  being  at  an  average  depth  of  only  12  feet, 
but  notwithstanding  this  advantage  the  well-irrigated  area,  apparently 
in  consequence  of  the  brackishness  of  the  water,  is  only  6*33  per  cent. 
All  the  wells  are  of  masonry,  48*5  per  cent,  of  the  14os  are  on  sweet,  20*7 
per  cent,  on  brackish,  and  30*8  per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  Of  the  well  lands 
26  per  cent,  are  Chiknot  and  Naimot,  54*9  per  cent.  Magda,  and  19*1 
per  cent.  Bhur.  55*9  per  cent,  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurement. 

Barley  is  the  staple  crop  on  the  wells,  being  75*9  per  cent,  of  the 
produce,  against  wheat  9*9  per  cent.  23*9  p^r  cent,  of  the  circle  is  natur- 
ally irrigated,  being  flooded  partly  fr  Dm  the  drainage  of-the  eastern  slope 
of  the  neighbouring  hills  in  this  and  the  Ballabgarh  .tahsil,  partly  from 
that  of  the  Sohna  valley  and  partly  from  the  high  lands  in  the  circle 
itself. 

In  the  village  of  Sarmathla  in  the  north-east  of  the  circle  there  is 
a  small  jhil,  which  after  heavy  rains  often  remains  subraarged  beyond 
the  season  of  sowing  for  the  rabi,  but  the  waters  that  flood  the  lands  of 
this  cincle  generally  pass  on  into  the  still  lower  lands  of  tahsil  K  uh.  Of 
the  D&hri  lands  149  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  19*5  per  cent.  Narmot,  42*9 

Eer  cent.  Magda,  and  22*7  per  cent.  Bhur.    The  staple  crops  on  the 
mds  are  barley  83*8  per  cent.,  wheat  and  gram  25  7  per  cent,  wheat  21 
per  cent.^  barley  and  gram  1*6  per  cent^  gram  0*7  per  cent 
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Narmot^  47*3  per  oeai  Magd%  and  46*8  yet  cent  Bhur.  Of  UMe,  tlia 
Chiknot  and  Nannot  are  very  fair :  tlie  Magda  too  is  generally  good 
and  low  lying,  while  the  Bhur  is  high  and  inferior;  the  unali  peroenl- 
age  of  Magda  which  is  inferior^  just  counterbalancing  the  sinular  pec- 
centage  of  Bhur  which  is  good. 

The  staple  unirrigated  crops  are^  bijra  19*4  per  oeni.^  wheat  and 
gram  II  per  cent,  autumn  pulses  9'S  per  cent,  jawfa  7  per  cent»  cotton 
7  per  cent,  hsriey  6*5  pQr  eent,  wheat  62  per  ceut.^  gram  9*4  per  cent,, 
and  iDArley  and  gram  1*2  per  eeiit.  JAf  ^timate  of  the  value  of  ona- 
sixth  the  gross  nroduce  of  the  circle,  as  given  in  Form  D,  is  Rs,  21,535^ 
and  the  ratas  wnich  I  propose  are  :— 

Rs.  A,  P. 


Chihi        ••            ••            »^ 

210 

0 

fi^aon         •  •  •             •  •  •             ^*f 

£    4 

0 

£aii6i4  Chiknot  and  Nanat^  ... 

1    8 

0 

„      ,iMagda        •..           •.. 

1    4 

0 

„       Bhur            ...            ... 

0  10 

0 

„       Fallow 

010 

0 

The  assessment  yielded  by  theee  is  Ra.  20,850,  being  aa  iaerease  of 
71  per  cent,  against  an  increase  in  resources  as  calculated  in  para.  21  of 
S2'4  per  cent  With  reference  to  this  comparison  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  h^h  lands  of  this  cirde  are  very  in&rior  to  the  lower  soils»  and 
it  is  the  former  that  will  iiave  been  brought  under  the  plough  since  the 
last  settlement 

My  Chahi  rate  is  low,  notwithstanding  the  nearness  of  water  to  tha 
am&oe,  owing  to  the  large  percentage  of  wells  salt  and  brackish:  tha 
D^ri  rate  is  the  same  as  that  sanctioned  by  Government  in  the  some- 
what similar  tract  of  Chak  D&har  in  Palwal,  while  the  rates  on  Bar&ni 
soils  have  been  fixed  with  reference  to  their  .sevezal  characteristics  aa 
above  noted 


80.    BecUan  242.*-€hak  Sohna,  whidi  is  tke  valUgr  4mci  Ijing 

hetween  the  twe  mnges  of  lulls  which  open. 

Obak  Sohns.  ont  southwards  from  Bhuadsi,  contains  26 

villages  with  a  total  area  of  29^749  aoDSS. 

The  soils  near  the  hills  on  both  sides  are  generally  Bhur,  under  the 

western  range  partly  loose  or  cut  up  by  n^4hs,  but  under  the  eastern,. 

generally  level,  and  of  somewhat  better  quality,  although  still  gritty 

and  inferior.    The  centre  of  the  valley  consists  of  Magda  somewfaajt 

inferior  near  the  Bhur,  which  slopes  down  to  it  from  the  eastern  hills^ 

but  of  fair  quality  in  the  centxe  and  west  of  the  circle.    There  is  a 

Uttle  rather  inferior  Marmot    The  percenta^  of  the  soils  axe  Karmot 


^  Magda  62,  and  3hur  44, 
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TFhe  vdlirngilked  area  is  87  pcnr  eeni  Winter  }i  &t  att  wm^g^ 
tteptk  of  only  21  feet,  and  81  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  are  on  sweet*  against 
15  per  cent,  on  brackish,  and  4  per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  57  per  cenl  of 
the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement :  6  per 
cent,  of  them  are  Narmot^  77  per  cent  Magda  and  17  per  cent  Bhur. 

Barley  occupies  70  per  cent,  of  the  irrigated  lands,  and  wheat  13 
percent.,  96  per  cent,  of  the  Uos  are  on  pakka  wells.  49  per  cent,  of  the 
lands  are  D&hri ;  of  thec^e  202  acres  of  Magda  and  134  acres  of  Bhur  axe 
irrigated  from  the  Rdisina  band ;  the  remaining  665  acres  are  lands 
flooded  b^  the  various  small  nalUhs  which  come  from  the  hills,  and 
drain  off  into  the  lower  ffrounds  of  Chak  Sail&ni  and  tahsil  Nuh.  They 
ncay  be  treated  as  a  rather  inferior  Dihar, 

The  staple  crops  on  the  flooded  lands  are  wheat  31  ner  cent.,  barlej 
.17  per  cent,  wheat  and  gram  15*2  per  cent.,  barley  and  gram  11*3  per 
cent,  and  gram  21  per  cent  The  band  irrigated  lands  I  shall  treat,  as 
ill  otiier  tahsfls,  in  their  unirrigated  aspect,  my  proposal  being,  that  the 
Canal  Department  should  levy  an  owners'  rate  of  Re.  0-8*2  per  acre 
in  addition  to  the  present  rate  of  Be.  O-G-4  per  acre.  * 

Including  them,  33  per  cent  of  the  dry  lands  are  Narmot,  49*9 
per  cent  Magda,  and  46  8  per  cent.  Bhur.  Of  these,  the  Narmot, 
as  stated  above,  is  rather  inferior,  and  an  analysis  of  my  notes  shows 
that  of  the  Magda  24  per  cent  is  inferior  average,  47  per  cent  average 
and  29  per  cent  good.  While  of  the  Bhur  8  per  cent,  is  bad,  68  per  cent 
■inferior  average,  32  per  cent  average  and  2  per  cent  good. 

The  staple  unirrigated  crops  are  b&jra  49*2  per  cent.,  barley  19*2 
per  cent,  autumn  puUes  14*2  per  cent  barley  and  gram  5*3,  jow&r  4*3, 
cotton  3*5,  wheat  and  gram  2*3,  gram  0*9,  and  wheat  0*7  per  cent 

The  estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  given  in 
Voitxk  D,  is  Bs.  20,981,  and  the  rates  which  I  propose  are — 

Bs.  A.  P, 


Ch&hi      

2 

12  0 

Dihri       

1 

12  0 

Barini  Namot  ... 

1 

3  0 

Magda     

1 

0  0 

Bhur        

0 

11  0 

Fallow     

0 

11  0 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  19,453,  being  an  increase  of  37'9 
per  acre,  against  an  increase  in  resources,  as  calculated  in  para.  21,  of 
65  per  cent.  As  compared  with  Chak  Bahora,  in  which  the  Oh&hi  rate 
was  Rs.  3-0-0,  the  percentages  of  salt  and  brackish  wells  are  somewhat 
larger,  and  the  wells  are  in  less  constant  use.  The  rates  on  the  Bar&ni 
sous  have  been  fixed  wiUi  reference  to  their  qualities  as  above 
described.  The  increase  yielded  by  these  rates  is  indeed  large,  but  the 
percentage  of  increase  in  resources  has  been  considerably  lai^r. 


*  Xhese  band9luiTe  been  ouoi  giren  up. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     138    ) 

I  am  not,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  circle  can  bear  an  increase 
at  all  approaching  that  which  would  be  deduced  from  the  increase  in' 
resources. 


31.    Section  243.—  Chak  Hill  with  22  villages  has  a  total  area  of 

Cbai  Hill  40,344  acres,  but  of  these  21,098  acres    are 

uncultivated  waste.    Of  its  cultivated  lands,  65 

per  cent,  are  Bhur,  generally  an  inferior  gritty  soil,  sloping  down  from 

the  hills,  and  cut  up  by  nalldhs,  33  per  cent,  are  Magda,  also  mainly 

inferior,  and  2  per  cent,  is  Narmot  similar  to  that  in  Chak  Sohna. 

The  well  irrigated  area  is  only  4*4  per  cent.,  as,  owing  to  the  great 
depth  at  which  water  is  found  near  the  hills,  13  of  the  22  estates  are  des- 
titute of  irrigation  wells.  The  average  depth  to  water  in  the  remaining 
9  villages  is  44  feet,  11  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  Narmot,  56  per 
cent.  Magda  and  33  per  cent.  Bhur.  66  per  cent,  were  actually  iiiigated 
in  the  year  of  measurement.  All  the  wells  are  of  masonry  ;  87  per  cent, 
of  the  l&osare  on  sweet,  12  on  brackish,  and  only  1  per  cent,  on  salt 
wells.  Barley  forms  735  per  cent,  of  the  irrigated  produce,  and  wheat 
11-2  per  cent.  Of  the  630  acres  shown  as  Ddhri,  15  acres  of  Magda  and . 
66  acres  of  Bhur  are  irrigated  from  the  Gu^lpahdri  and  Bargujar 
bands,  and  will  be  as  elsewhere  treated  as  unirrigated.  The  rest  of 
the  D&har  resembles  that  of  Chak  Sohna. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands,  689  per  cent,  are  Bhur,  and  31  per  cent. 
Magda  of  the  descriptions  above  note^.    There  are  a  few  acres  of 
Narmot  similar  to  that  in  Chak  Sohna.    The  staple  crops  are  bfijra  . 
69*3  per  cent.,  autumn  pulses  20*6  per  cent.,  barley  4*4  per  cent.,  gram 
0*6  per  cent. 

Cultivation  has  largely  extended  since  the  last  settlement,  the 
increase  in  resources,  as  calculated  in  para.  21,  having  been  524  per 
cent,  but  here  again  some  of  the  lands  which  are  under  cultivation  are 
very  inferior,  and  these  were  naturally  the  last  to  come  under  plough. 

My  rates  have  been  fixed  with  reference  to  the  characteristics  of 
the  circle  as  above  given,  but  I  have  thrown  my  Bhur  rate  an  anna 
above  what  I  should  otherwise  have  proposed,  to  allow  for  the  income 
obtained  by  moat  of  the  villages  of  this  circle  from  grazing  cattle 
and  goats  in  their  unculturable  waste. 


My  rates  are — 


Chfihi 

D&hri         

Unirrigated  Narmot 
Magda       •••         ... 
Bhur  •••         ••• 

Fallow      ...         ••• 


Rs.  A.  P. 
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0 

1  12 

0 

1     3 
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0  14 

0 

0  10 
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These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  1 3,095,  to  which  should  be  added 
Rs.  141,  the  present  jama  of  an  estate  consisting  of  hill  only,  the  total 
being  Rs.  13,236  or  23*5  per  cent,  over  the  existing  jama,  Rs.  10,718. 

«  •  '    •  •  ^«  • 

32.    Section   244.^-Cihak  Qurgaon  occupies    the    north-eastern 
part  of  the  tahsil,  and  comprises  42  *  villages 
ChakGurgaon.  with  a  total  area  of  40,219  acres.    Near  the 

hills  which  separate  it  on  the  east  from  the  Delhi  district,  the  land  is 
high,  and  thence  there  is  a  gradual  slope  downwards  to  the  west. 
83'5  per  cent,  of  the  lands  are  classed  as  Magda^  11  per  cent,  as  Bhur, 
5*3  per  cent,  as  Narmot,  and  02  per  cent,  as  Chiknot.  These  soils 
are  of  much  the  same  quality  as  those  in  Chak  Sohna,  the  Magda 
improving  as  the  distance  from  the  hill  increases.  The  well  irrigated 
area  i^  slightly  larger  than  in  Chak  Sohna,  being  ten  per  cent. ;  aud  so 
also  are  the  percentages  o&the  well  lands  classed  as  Narmot  and  Magda, 
being  11  and  84  per  cent,  respectively,  while  only  5  per  cent,  are 
Bhur.  80  per  cent,  too  of  the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated  during 
the  year  of  measurement.  88  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  are  on  sweet  wells, 
10  per  cent,  on  brackish,  and  2  per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  Near  the  hills 
the  depth  to  water  is  considerable  and  14  village's  are  destitute  of 
irrioration  ;  the  average  depth  to  water  in  the  remaining  28  villag^^s  is 
27  feet,  or  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  average  depth  in  Chak  Sohna.  90 
per  cent,  of  the  laos  are  on  pakka  wells.  Barley  is  65*2  per  cent,  of  the 
well  produce  and  wheat  13  per  cent. 

Of  the  1,158  acres  shown  as  Dihri  107  acres  of  Narmot,  273  acres 
of  Magda  and  31  acres  of  Bhur  are  irrigated  from  the  QA&lpahdri 
and  Jharsabands.  These,  ad  elsewhere,  I  propose  to  assess  at  dry  rates, 
leaving  the  Canal  Department  to  take  an  owners'  rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  in 
addition  to  the  present  rate  of  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre.f  The  remaining 
747  acres  are  mainly  lands  flooded  by  the  Badshahpur  Nalldh,  and 
other  streams  from  the  hills  to  the  east  and  south  as  they  pass  down 
towards  the  Najafgarh  jhil.  They  may  be  treated  as  an  inferior 
Dahar  similar  to  that  of  Chak  Sohna. 

Of  the  unirrigated  including;  the  band  lands,  4*1  per  cent,  are 
Narmot,  847  percent.  Magda,  and  11*2  per  cent.  Bhur.  The  staple 
crops  are,  b&jra  59' 1  per  cent.,  gram  121  per  cent.,  autumn  pulses  9*3 
per  cent.,  jowdr  7*2  per  cent.,  barley  4*9  per  cent.,  barley  and  gram  3*5  per 
cent.,  cotton  2*4  per  ceiit.,  wheat  07  per  cent.^  and  wheat  and  gram  0*2 
per  cent. 

Applying  the  same  rates  as  in  Chak  Sohna,  I  propose  an  assess- 
ment of  Rs.  36,115,  to  which  may  be  added  Rd.  285,  the  jama  of  a 
waste  village  which  the  owners,  who  hold  the  adjoining  estate  of  Qurgaon, 
have  turned  into  a  grazing  ground,  making  a  total  of  Rs.  36,400, 
being  an  increase  on  the  present  assessment  of  2'2  per  cent.,  the  increase 
in  resources  as  calculated  in  para.  21  having  been  5*9  per  cent ,  and  the 
estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  being  Rs.  42,485.    *    * 


•  Reduced  to  41  by  union  of  two  estates. 
t  These  bands  have  been  since  giyen  up. 
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S3.    I^s^n  ilS.^'-CihAk  Farmkhiiftgar  oontittfis  H  *  ^Uages,  and 
41,989  aeree.  It  is  a  very  inferior  traot  obanM>- 
Gbak  Farmwinagar.  terized  by  high  uneyeB  aad  inferior  Bhar,  siaii^ 

lar  to  that  in  Chak  S&hibi,  607  per  cent.;  and  a  very  lighl  Bandy  Mi^gd» 
84'5  per  cent;  Narmot  is  only  4*4  per  cent.,  and  Chiknot  0*4  per  cent 
The  weI14rrigated  area  is  13*16  percent.,  in  this  circle  asin  all  the  western 
part  of  the  t^sQ  the  well  springs  being  more  abundant  than  those  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  tahsil  and  in  Nuh,  ralwal  and  Mrozpur.  65  per  cent 
of  tiie  lAos  are  on  sweet,  and  19  and  16  per  cent,  on  orackii^  and  salt 
wells  respectively,  but  the  soils  being  l^ht  the  saltness  of  the  water 
is  not  so  unfavorable  to  the  produce  as  in  Chak  Sihibi :  of  the  well 
lands  61'1  per  cent,  are  Magda  and  341  per  ceni  Bhur,  only  4*8  per 
cent,  being  Chiknot  or  Narmot.  89  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  were 
actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement.  Barley  forms  72*9  per 
cent,  of  the  irrigated  produce,  and  wheat  9*6  per  cent. ;  all  the  weBs  are 
of  masoniy . 

The  1,171  acres  shown  as  naturally  irrigated  are  low  lands  flooded 
partly  by  water  from  the  hilia  on  the  south  and  partly  by  the  drainage 
of  the  bulocks  around.  Owing  to  the  soils  being  often  rather  salt  the 
Diihar,  although  varying  in  value  in  different  vill^|;e%  m«st  be  treated  aft 
rather  inferior. 

Of  the  Dfihrl  lands,  9'3  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  67.*5  per  cent.  Narmot, 
21*8  per  cent.  Magda,  and  only  1*4  per  cent  Bhur.    Iforley  forms  SS'S ' 
per  cent,  of  their   produce,  wheat  Sr6  per  cent.,  wheat  and  gram  8*9 
per  ceni,  jow&r  7'7  per  cent.    A  little  sugarcane  is  ocoasionally  grown 
in  one  village. 

Of  the  unfrrigated  lands,  889  aqres  or  1*5  per  cent,  are  Narmot 
which,  being  low  lying  and  to  some  extent  benefited  ))y  the  drainage 
of  the  higher  lands,  may  therefore,  although  in  places  rather  ^alt,  ba 
considered  to  be  of  fair  quality.  The  Magda  30*8  per  cent,  and  Bhur 
67*7  per  cent,  are  both,  as  mentioned  above,  generally  inferior :  bijra  is 
grown  on  553  per  cent  of  the  unirrigated  lands,  and  autumn  pnlaea 
on  82*5  per  cent.,  while  barley  is  only  4*7 per  cent,  jow&r  3*4  percent, 
gram  16  per  cent.,  barley  and  gram  1*8  per  cent,  wheat,  and  wliest  and 
gram  1  per  cent,  and  cotton  only  01  per  cent  of  the  unirrigated 
produce.  My  estimate  of  the  value  of  one-aizih  the  gross  produeo  is 
Ss.  31,870. 


My  proposed  rates  i 

Bs.  A.  P. 

Ch&M        ..        .4        ..     S  12    0 

D4hri 1  12    0' 

Barftni,  Chiknot  and  Nannot  16    0 
n     Magda       ..        ..     0  14    0 

„     Bhur  0    9    0 

Fallow      ••        ..090 

1  •  .         ■  ...  I       — 

*  Aedoced  to  26 17  nnioa  of  two  eatateg  and  tmuior  ot  luQtliffi, 
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These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  31>141,  being  an  increase  of  88 
per  cent.,  against  an  increase  of  resources  as  calculated  in  para.  21  of 
14-9  per  cent  ♦  •  • 

34.    Section  246.— Chak  adjoining  D&har  is  a  small  circle  of  nine 

rtu  1.    J.  .  .     i^x^         villages  with  a  total  area  of  9,898  acres,  so 
ChMk  adjomingDAhm.       ^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^^.^^  ^^^  Najafgarh  jhil 

circle.  It  consists  of  a  low-lying  tract  separated  by  a  ridge  of  small 
hills  from  the  higher  lands  to  the  south,  and  forming  a  sort  of  continua- 
tion of  the  better  villages  of  Chak  Qurgaon  on  the  east.  The  B&dsh&hpur 
Nallih  traverses  it  on  its  way  to  the  jhil,  and,  although  only  a  small 
area  is  of  a  character  to  be  classed  as  D&hii,  yet  the  ^eater  part  of  the 
lands  of  the  circle  are  benefited  by  the  drainage  of  the  higher  country 
on  the  south  and  east,  by  the  moisture  of  its  soil  resulting  from  its 
situation,  and  by  occasional  heavy  floods  from  the  B&dsh&lipur  sti^bam. 
Of  its  soils  07  per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  11*4  per  cent  Narmot,  Q6'o  per 
cent  Magda,  and  21*4  per  cent.  Bhur. 

The  wells  in  parts  of  circle  are  salt,  and  the  area  irrigated  from 
wells  is  rather  smw,  being  under  8  per  cent.  49  per  cent  of  the  irrigated 
l&os  are  on  sweet  33  per  cent  on  brackish,  and  18  per  cent. 'on  salt  wells« 
Only  3  per  cent  of  the  14os  are  on  katcba,  the  remaining  97  per  cent 
on  masonry  wells ;  70  per  cent  t)f  the  well  lands  were  actually  irrigated 
in  the  year  of  measurement.  9^5  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  Narmot, 
79*5  per  cent  Jklagda,  and  11  per  cent  Bhur.  Barley  forms  64*5  per 
cent,  of  the  well  crops^  and  wheat  21'6  per  cent  The  average  depth 
to  water  is  only  13  percent 

The  847  acres  shown  as  Dfihri  grow  62*8  percent  of  wheat,  13'6  per 
cent  of  barley,  7*5  per  cent  of  wh  at  and  gram,  4  per  cent  of  gram,  and 
3  per  centof  jowir,  6'5  per  cent  are  Chiknot,  329  per  cent.  Narmot,  57'3 
per  <^nt  Magda,  and  only  3*3  per  cent  .Bhur.  These  lands  are  always 
flooded  ia  o^^inary  seasons,  and  may  be  treated  as  a  fair  average  D^ar. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands,  Narmot  forms  86  per  cent,  Magda  66*5 
percent,  and  Bhur  249  per  cent  Of  these  the  Bhur  varies  in  quality, 
but  may  be  classed  on  the  whole  as  of  average  quality,  while  the  Narmot 
and  liuigda  are  both  ^ood,  low-lying  and  benefited  by  drainage  of  the 
higher  lands.  B&jrais35  5  per  cent  of  the  produoe,  wheat  162  per  cent., 
barley  13*5  percent,  jow^r  9"4per  cent,  gram  7*6  per  cent,  autumn  pulses 
7'4  per  cent,  wheat  and  gram  61  per  cent.,  barley  and  gram  23  per  cent 
and  cotton  1*5  per  cent  The  jama  of  the  last  settlement  fell  at  the  rate 
of  Re.1-12-3  per  cultivated  acre,  a  rate  which  would  now  yield  Rs.  13,293, 
but  some  of  the  villages  of  this  circle  are,  in  my  opinion,  over  assessed, 
and  the  construction  of  bands  on  the  upper  course  of  the  Bddsh^hpur 
Nallah,  as  well  as  the  gradual  deepening  of  its  bed,  has,  to  some  extent, 
diminished  the  advantages  derived  by  these  villages  from  its  flood 
waters,  while  one  large  estate  has  suflered  from  the  construction  of  a 
band,  which  formerly  spread  the  waters  of  a  nalldh  over  its  lands 
being  now  forbidden  as  endangering  the  new    Railway.   *    Under 

*  I  sabfleqnentlj  aacertained  that  this  was  a  mistake,  and  that  the  Railway  authorities  do 
not  object  to  tbebaiid  in  Hass&ro  (^ttetlroia  ICxeoatiTo  Engineer  J^o»  19  o(  let  Jane  1877). 
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these  circumstances  I  have  to  propose  an  assessment  of  Rs.  10,552,  being 
a  decrease  of  5*3  per  cent,  on  the  existing  jama,  Rs.  11,137. 


CO    aa.c— 

Rs. 

A. 

1 

P. 

Ch&hi 

»•■ 

••• 

2 

12 

0 

Ddhri 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

0 

Bardni  Chiknot  and  Narmot 

•  •  ■ 

1 

8 

0 

Magda 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

1 

4 

0 

Bhur 

••• 

••• 

0  12 

0 

Fallow 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

12 

0 

In  fixing  the  Ch&hi  rate,  regard  has  been  paid  on  the  one  hand  to 
the  nearness  of  water  to  the  surface,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  the 
percentages  of  salt  and  brackish  wells,  and  the  other  rates  correspond 
to  the  qualities  of  the  various  descriptions  of  soils  as  above  described. 
»  ♦  *  ♦  « 

35.    Section  24i7. — ChakNajafgarhjhfl  contains  12  villages   with 
n,.v  vo4«f^ory,  iM}  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  14,242   acres  lying  around  the 

ChakNajafgarhjMl.  g^^them  end   of  the  Najafgarh  Jhil.    Of  its 

soils  the  Bhur  (20  per  cent.  )  is  mainly  found  where  this  circle  adjoins 
Chak  Farrukhnagar,  and  is,  as  in  that  circle,  high,  uneven  and  bad ; 
some  25  per  cent,  of  the  Bhur  is  however  of  good  quality :  while  the 
Magda  (366  per  cent.),  the  Narmot  (231  per  cent.  )  and  the  Chiknot 
(20*3  per  cent.  )  are  all  good  soils,  the  last  two  being  mainly  lands 
flooded  from  the  jhil.  Owing  to  the  abundance  of  natural  irrigation 
and  the  saltness  of  the  springs,  the  well  irrigated  area,  notwithstand- 
ing the  nearness  of  water  to  the  surface,  is  under  3  per  cent.  Of  the 
irrigation  Idos,  65  per  cent,  are  on  sweet,  20  per  cent,  on  brackish 
and  15  per  cent,  on  salt  wells.  All  the  wells  are  Of  masonry.  53*3 
per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  are  Magda,  337  per  cent.  Bhur,  10*5  per 
cent.  Narmot,  and  2*5  per  cent.  Chiknot.  60  per  cent,  were  actually 
irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement. 

Barley  is  as  usual  the  staple  well  crop,  being  69*6  per  cent, 
against  wheat  139  per  cent.  The  rate  which  with  reference  to  the 
foregoing  considerations  I  propose  is  Rs.  3  per  acre. 

Of  the  Bardni  lands  08  per  cent,  are  Chiknot  and  13*2  per  cent 
Narmot,  both  good,  low  lying,  generally  by  moist  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
jhil,  and  occasionally  benefited  by  floods.  53*2  per  cent,  is  Magda,  also  good 
these  soils  resemble  those  ot  Chak  adjoining  D^har  and  may  be  assessed 
at  the  same  rates,  the  remaining  32*8  per  cent,  are  Bhur,  of  which,  as 
above  noted,  three-quarters  is  bad,  similar  to  that  of  Farrukhnagar,  which 
I  have  proposed  to  assess  at  Re.  0-9-0,  but  one-quarter  being  of  fair 
quality  worth  about  Re.  0-14-0,  my  rate  for  the  Bhur  in  this  circle  is 
Re.  0-10-0.  Bdjra  forms  423  per  cent,  of  the  Bardni  produce,  barley  21*1 
per  cent.,  wheat  12  per  cent.,  jow&r  7'7  per  cent.,  autumn  pulses  6  per 
cent.,  wheat  and  gram  3'8  per  cent., cotton  34  per  cent,  and  gram  1*4 
per  cent. 

But  the  especial  feature  of  this  circle  is  the  irrigation  from  the 
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jhil.  6,042  acres  are  shown  in  the  statements  as  D&hri.  Of  these  364 
per  cent,  are  Chiknot,  31'5  per  cent.  Narmot,  23  per  cent.  Magda,  91 
per  cent.  Bhur.  The  great  bulk  of  these  lands  are  flooded  by  the  jhil 
waters,  and  the  small  remaining  portion  is  irrigated  by  drainage  from 
the  higher  tracts  around.  Of  the  crops  grown  on  the  Ddhri  lands  in  the 
year  of  measurement,  wheat  formed  406  per  cent.,  barley  169  per  cent., 
melon's  11-2  per  cent,  jowfir  8*6  per  cent.,  sugarcane*  58  per  cent., 
cotton  3  per  cent,  barley  and  gram  2'6  per  cent,  wheat  and  gram  2 
per  cent,  and  gram  07  per  cent 

As  I  lately  submitted  a  separate  report  on  the  subject  of  these 
villages  with  reference  to  proposed  drainage  works,  I  extract  from  it 
the  following  remarks : — 

"  In  this  district  there  are  twelve  villages  which  are  wholly  or 

Eirtly  liable  to  inundation  from  the  jhil ;  in  five  of  these  villages  the 
nds  lie  beyond  all  risk  of  excessive  inundation,  except,  perhaps,  in 
seasons  of  most  unusually  heavy  rains,  and  the  owners  of  these  villages 
have  no  desire  whatever  to  see  any  further  drainage  works  executed  ; 
80  also  in  two  other  villages,  although  lying  somewhat  near  the  jhil, 
the  villagers  stated  that  their  lands  were  not  in  need  of  further  drainage ; 
although  a  waste  estate  jointly  owned  by  them  and  immediately 
adjoining  their  village  would  be  benefited.  There  remain  five  villages 
which  sufier  from  excessive  inundation.  1  Dharmpur,  2  Daulat&bfid,  3 
fiudher&,  4  Mankraula,  5  Naubar&mad.  The  area  in  these  five  villages 
which  the  people  themselves  point  out  as  sufiering  from  excessive 
inundation  is  1,772  acres,  and  after  enquiry  I  accept  this  area  as  correct. 

I  have  had  a  statement  prepared  showing  the  remissions  granted 
in  these  twelve  villages  during  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  total  sum  is 
Ks.  18,985,  of  this  Rs.  16,761  were  granted  in  the  five  villages  which 
complain  of  inundation,  and  Rs.  2.224  in  the  other  seven  villages  :  in 
the  five  villages  the  average  remissions  were  Rs.  1,117  per  annum, 
being  nearly  10  per  cent,  on  the  revenue  assessed,  and  in  the  other 
villages  Rs.  148  per  annum,  being  less  than  one-and-a-half  per  cent,  on 
the  revenue :  the  total  average  annual  remissions  were  Rs.  1,265  per 
annum,  almost  the  whole  of  which  is  due  to  the  action  of  the  jhil. 

In  the  seven  villages  the  remissions  on  account  of  inundations  were 
given  in  khanf  only. 

The  system  of  cultivation  adopted  in  these  villages  is  as  follows : — 

The  ordinary  kharif  crops  such  as  jow^r,  bujra,  &c.,  are  sown  in 
those  high  lands  which  are  beyond  the  ordinary  inundation  level. 

From  the  lands  which  after  being  fiooded  by  the  jhil  submerge 
before  the  end  of  November,  good  crops  of  wheat  are  obtained. 

Lands  whicli  have  remained  submerged  beyond  the  season  of  rabi 
sowings,  but  which  have  become  fit  for  cultivation  by  the  end  of 
March,  may  be  planted  with  sugarcane  or  melons. 

If  any  lands  have  remained  under  water  so  long  that  they  continue 
moist  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  rains,  rice  is  sown  and  trans- 
planted into  the  shallow  water  near  the  edge  oi  the  jhil.    Rice  also  can 

m2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    164    ) 

be  sown  in  lands  watered  from  Dhenklis  ( lever  buckets  ),  and  afterwards 
transplanted,  but  this  method  of  cultivation  does  not  seem  usual. 

As  to  the  destruction  of  khanf  crops  by  inundations,  I  quite  agree 
with  Mr.  Wood  that  no  remissions  of  revenue  are  necessary  from  this 
cause,  except  under  special  circumstances.  The  really  valuable  crop  is 
the  rabi,  and  if  the  lands  on  which  the  kharif  crops  were  destroyed 
emerge  in  time  for  the  rabi  sowings,  the  samind&rs  are  undoubted 
gainers ;  and  as  lands  on  which  jowar  and  b&jra  are  sown  generally  lie 
fairly  high,  they  will,  as  a  rule,  be  sown  with  rabi :  all  that  is  necessary 
is,  that  in  framing  the  revenue  instalment-s,  the  revenue  due  on  all  the 
lands  which  may  be  inundated  by  the  jhfl.  should  be  made  payable  in 
the  rabi,  so  that  in  case  of  the  destruction  of  the  kharif  there  may  be 
no  need  even  for  a  suspension  of  demand.  Melons  are  not  a  very 
profitable  crop :  and  the  sugarcane  cultivation  on  the  banks  of  the  jhil 
is  eminently  speculative.  It  is  necessary  that  the  lands  be  moist  up  to 
the  en^  of  March :  they  must  therefore  have  been  heavily  flooded 
during  the  preceding  rains :  if  in  the  ensuing  rains  the  jhil  again  floods 
the  lands  as  in  the  year  before,  the  cane  will  be  submerged  and  destroyed. 
Sugarcane  has  the  greatest  chance  of  success,  when  a  year  of 
heavy  rain,  in  which  the  higher  lands  are  submerged,  enabling  the 
zamind&rs  to  plant  them  with  cane,  is  succeeded  by  a  year  in  which  the 
inundation  being  less  extensive,  the  cane  is  brought  to  maturity.  Thus 
after  the  rains  of  1873,  a  large  area  was  planted  with  cane,  and  the 
rains  of  1874  being  ojf  not  more  than  average  heaviness,  the  experi- 
ment was  successful,  while  a  couple  of  villages  which  had  planted  cane 
in  1873  lost  it  in  the  rains  of  that  year,  and  were  too  crippled  to  repeat 
the  experiment  next  year  when  it  would  have  been  successful"  The 
i)&hri  lands  then  of  this  circle  are  of  great  value,  if,  after  being  suffici- 
ently flooded,  they  are  laid  dry  at  the  proper  season,  but  as  they  are 
>unfortunately  liable  to  excessive  submeicpiai,  most  of  the  villages  in 
which  they  are  situated  are  at  present  v%ry  far  from  flourishing,  and 
two  or  three  which  are  very  heavily  assessed,  are  now,  from  a  succea- 
.fiion  of  heavy  floods,  in  a  miserable  state.  The  way  in  which  I  propose 
to  deal  with  the  difficulties  of  assessments  thus  arising  is,  to  form  into 
A  separate  Chak  the  1,772  acres  which  form  the  actual  basin  of  the  jhil, 
and  are  even  in  ordinary  years  liable  to  excessive  submersion.  I 
regard  tlie  reclamation  of  these  lands  as  wholly  due  to  the  action  of 
the  drainage  works  constructed  by  the  Canal  Department,  and  I  propose 
that  the  Canal  Officers  should  take  credit  for  the  whole  income  obtained 
from  them,  it  being  thus  made  their  interest  to  make  the  drainage  as 
efficient  as  possible.  For  lands  laid  dry  in  time  for  the  rabi  sowings, 
and  on  which  some  13  to  15  maunds  per  acre  of  wheat  may  be  grown, 
they  might  collect  Rs.  3  per  acre.  If  part  of  the  lands  remained  sub- 
merged beyond  the  period  of  rabi  sowing,  but  were  later  planted  with 
melons  or  rabi,  jowar  (which  latter  is  grown  chiefly  for  fodder),  they 
might  take  Re.  1-8-0  per  acre.  I  do  not  think  that  the  rate  for  melons 
shonld  be  higher  than  this :  the  produce  is  said  not  to  be  good  from  the 
lands  drying  up  under  the  summer  sun,  and  the  market  rate  is  naturally 
very  variable,  inasmuch  as  such  a  perishable  crop  must  be  sold  off  at 
once  when  ripe;  half  the  full  rate  was  the  highest  which  the  zamindars 
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consulted  would  agree  to  pay  for  lands  planted  with  melons,  and  in  a 
village  which  is  cultivated  by  tenants  under  an  auction  purchaser,  the 
asabti  rate  for  melons  is  only  fis.  2-8-10  per  acre.  If  the  lands  had  been 
planted  with  sugarcane,  no  Tate  should  be  charged  that  season,  as  no 
income  would  be  derived  from  the  crop  until  the  following  season, 
when  too  it  would  appear  whether  the  crop,  which,  as  I  have  before 
pointed  out,  is  eminently  speculative,  had  succeeded  or  failed.  If  it  had 
railed,  the  zamind&r  would  have  been  a  heavy  loser,  and  nothing  should 
be  paid,  but  if  the  cane  had  come  to  maturity,  he  would  be  able  to  pi^ 
a  double  rate  or  Rs.  6-0-0,  thus  making  good  the  last  season's  remission. 
The  occupier's  rate  on  the  Agra  Canal  for  eane  irrigated  by  flow  is 
Rs.  6-10-8,  or  with  owner's  rate  Rs.  8-13-8.  Rice  or  any  other 
kharif  crops,  besides  sugarcane,  might  be  charged  Rs.  S-0-0  per  acre. 
It  probably  would  be  best  to  treat  the  whole  of  this  as  an  owner's  rate» 
but  if  thought  desirable,  it  might  be  divided  into  owner^s  and  occupier's, 
rate. 

As  to  the  remaining  Dfihri  lands  not  included  in  this  pioposed 
Chak,  ^ome  of  these  are  as  valuable  as  those  comprised  in  it,  bttt  others 
which  lie  further  from  the  jhil  are  more  liable  to  be  left  dry  in  drought 
seasons ;  a  small  portion  resembles  the  D^har  of  Chak  adjoink^-  Dfihar, 
and  in  two  villages  the  D6hri  lands  have  been  injured  by  Reh.  I  there-  . 
fore  propose  a  lower  rate  for  this  portion  of  the  IMUuai,.  Rs.  2-8x0* 
per  acre. 

My  proposed  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  F. 

Gh&hi        ...  ...  ...     3,   0    Oi 

Dahar. 

Rs.  A.  P: 

1,772  acres  ...  ...     8;   0    0 

4,270  acres  ...  ...      2    80 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Nanaot  1    8.   0^ 
,,  Magda...  ....      1    4    0» 

,.  Bhur    ...  ..,      0  Idi    a 

„  Fallow ...  ...     0  la    0 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  22,075,  being  a  decrease  on  the 
existing  demand,  Rs.  22,806,  of  3^2  per  cent. ;  the  estimated  value  of  one« 
sixth  uie  gross  produce  as  per  Form  D  ia  Bs.  23,07z. 
•  •  •  •  «  • 

36.    Section  248.— I  propose  diealing  with  culturable  waste,  which 
_,  -^   , ,        ^  is  in  this  tahsil  over  11  per  cent.,  but  generally 

Coltoiable  waste.  of  inferior  soU,    as    in    Rew&i    and    Nuh, 

i.  6.,  not  fixing  any  rate  for  it,  but  where  advisable  raising  the  assess^ 
ment  of  villages  which  possess  possibilities  of  expansion  of  cultivation 
or  derive  any  considerable  income  from  their  uncultivated  lands.  ^  The 
Ffila  shrub  grows  on  the  sandy  soils  of  Qurgaon  as  in  Rew&ri  and 
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T&oru :  and  the  same  considerations  apply  to  it  here  as  there. 

•  *  ♦  ""  '^   *  •  * 

39.    Section  249. — It  will  be  noticed  that  notwithstanding  the 

General  remarks  ^^^8®  "®®  ^^  P^^®^'  ^  ^^^^  propose  to  take  an 

increase  of  12*8  per  cent,  against  an  increase  in 
cultivation  of  24-3  per  cent.,  or  in  cultivated  and  fallow  of  19'8  per 
cent.,  in  addition  to  the  extension  in  well  irrigation  :  and  that  my  pro- 
posed jama  is  Rs.  13,146  or  5  per  cent,  b^low  my  estimate  of  the  value 
of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce.  I  admit  that  my  assessment  is,  per- 
haps, somewhat  low,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  would  urge — 

1.  That  the  settlement  of  Jharsa  was  notoriously  hard,  although 

not  so  hard  as  in  Rew&ri,  and  I  find  Messrs.  Ford  and 
Melvill  so  characterizing  it  in  1858  and  1862. 

2.  That  in  some  circles  my  rates  already  show  a  very  large 

increase  beyond  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  go, 
while,  if  my  rates  were  raised  in  other  circles,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  also  raise  them  proportionally  there. 

3.  That  the  comparisons  with  rents  in  selected  villages  would 

not  justify  a  larger  advance  on  the  present  demand. 

4.  That  the  increase  proposed  by  Mr.  Oliver  in  his  Memo,  sub- 

mitted in  1871  was  11*8  per  cent. 

*  •  •  «  *  * 

Section  250. — Colonel  Davies  in  this  tahsll  proposed  some  altera- 

Orders  on  this  report.  **^^®  ^^  ^^^  TSktes  of  the  same  general  character 
as  those  noticed  hereafter  in  tahsil  Rew&ri,  and 
raising  the  proposed  assessment  by  3ome  Rs.  3,000.  The  final  orders 
contained  in  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  to  Secretary  to  Financial 
Commissioner,  No.  1356  of  21st  November  1876,  were,  that  my  original 
rates  were  to  stand,  except  where  I  had  consented  to  the  alterations 
proposed  by  Colonel  Davies  ;  and  subject  to  the  same  rule  regarding 
fallow,  as  was  laid  down  for  Nuh  and  Rewdri  tahsils.  'These  orders 
resulted  in  my  rates  remaining  as  originally  proposed  except  in  the 
following  instances.  Chak  Sohna,  D^hri  rate  reduced  from  Re.  1-12-0  to 
Re.  1-10-0;  Chak  gaildni,  Chihi  rate  raised  from  Rs.  2-10-0  to  Rs.  2-12-0. 
Chak  Kdsan,  Bhur  rate  reduced  from  Re.  0-10-0  to  0-9-0.  Chat  Gurgaon, 
Chdhi  rate  raised  from  Rs.  2-12-0  to  Rs.  2-14-0  :  the  rate  on  fallow 
abolished  in  all  circles. 

Section  251. — The  standard  rates  of  this  circle  are — 


Chak    Bahora.  Detailed 
aaaessments. 

Rs. 

A.  P. 

Chihi     ...         ...         7.1 

Dfihri     ...         ...         ...         ... 

...    8 
...    1 

0    0 
14    0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Hagda  ...        ...        ...        ... 

Bhur     

...     1 
...     1 
...    0 

8    0 

0    0 

10    0 
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The  rate  assessment  of  the  circle  deducting  eleven  villages  trans- 
ferred to  Rew&ri  amounted  to  Rs.  23,110,  the  previous  demand 
having  been  Rs.  18,432.  My  announced  assessments  were  reduced 
on  appeal  to  the  Commissioner  by  Rs.  919  and  now  stand  at  Rs.  22,118. 
Of  this  sum  Rs.  46  is  assigned  in  jagir,  leaving  Rs.  22,072  as  the 
amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of  this  Rs.  27  is  remitted  on  account 
of  gardens  and  Rs.  241  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of 
protective  leases.  The  immediate  kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore 
Ks.  21,804.  It  was  in  this  circle  and  the  few  adjoining  and  similar 
villages  of  Nuh  and  Rewdri  that  appeals  from  the  assessments  were 
most  numerous  and  most  successful. 

Sectwn  252. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are^- 
Chak  Sihi.    DetaUed  T>      A    p 

Ohahi     •■•       *..•  ••«  •••         «••       280 

Dahri      18    0  ; 

Umrrigated. 

Chiknoi  and  Narmot 12    0 

Magda    ...        ...        \ •      ...      0  13    0 

Bhur      0  10    0 

The  assessment  of  the  circle  at  these  rates  amounts  to  Rs.  15,429, 
my  detailed  assessments  aggregate  Rs.  15,381 ;  of  this  sum  Rs.  2  ia 
raa&fi,  leaving  Rs.  15,379  as  entered  in  Statement  E  ;  of  this  Rs.  592  is 
temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases ;  the  immediate 
kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  14,787,  against  the  former  demand  of 
Rs.  13,244. 

Section  253. — The  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle  were— - 

Chak    Kdsan.     Detailed  -p       A     P 

asseBSQients.  1^*^  ^*  !>  • 

Ch&hi 2    4    d 

Unirrigated'. 

Magda 0  14    0 

Bhur     0    9    0 

These  rates  yielded  an  assessment  for  the  circle  of  Rs^  9,069  as 
entered  in  Statement  E,  against  an  existing  demand  of  Rs.  6,800.  As 
the  increase  was  so  large  I  was  not  able  to  assess  fully  up  to  my  rates ; 
my  detailed  jamas,  after  deducting  Rs.  44  reduced  by  the  Commissioner 
on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  8,652  as  entered  in  Statement  E ;  of  this  sum 
Rs.  152  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases ;  the 
immediate  kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  8,500,  an  increase  of  .25  per 
cent,  on  the  previous  demand. 
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Section  251. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are— 

Detailed      aBseBsments.  t>       a     n 

Chak  SAhibi.  JtW.  A.  Jr. 

Chfihi    •.«        •••        •'••        •••     .   •••'     i    4    0 
Dfihri     •«•        •••        •••        •••        •••     I  10    0 

Unimgated« 

Cliiknotand  Narmot ...        «••        ...     1    4    0 

liTagda 110 

Bhur     •••        •••         •••        •••        •••     0    9    0 

The  drcle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounted  to  Rs.  17,972.  Hy 
assessments  after  deducting  Rs.  96  reduced  on  appeal  by  the  Commis- 
sioner amount  to  Rs.  19,270.  Of  this  sum  Rs.  260  is  assigned  ki 
ma&fi  plots,  leaving  Rs.  19,010  in  Statement  E ;  of  which  Rs.  312  is  tem- 
porarily remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  and  Rs.  2,592  jagir  and 
istamr&r.     The  inlmediate  kh&iisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  16,106. 

Section  255. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  are — 

I>etailed       asseBsmentab  -n      a     -n 

Chak  SaUani.    .  ^  iW.  A.  r. 

Ch&hi    ...         •••        •••        •••         •••     2- 12    0 

D&hri    •«.         •••         ...         •••        •••     2    4    0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ..^        18    0 

Magda  ...         ..•         •••         ...     1     4    0 

Bhur     •••         •••         ...         ...         ...     0  10     0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounts  to  Rs.  20,920  ;  my 
detailed  assesstnents,  after  deducting  Rs.  120  reduced  hy  the  Commis- 
sioner on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  21,941,  as  entered  in  Statement  E. 
Of  this  Rs.  174  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  ; 
the  immediate  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  21,767  against  the  former 
demand  of  Rs.  19,476. 

Section  256. — The  sanctioned  standard  rates  were — 
Chak    Sohna.   Detailed  p      A     p 

Ch&hi 2  12     0 

]}ifihri>    •••        •••        •..         •••         •••     1  10    0 

Unirrigated. 

Chikiiot  and  Narmot  ...        1    S    0 

Magda  •••         •••        ...'        •••        •••     1     0    0 

Bhur •••        .V.        ...     0  11    0 

The  circle  assesitoeht  at  these  raf-es  is  Rs.  19,902 :  my  detailed 
assessments  amounted  to  Rs.  19,400  and  With  Rs.  555,  assessed  in  two 
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villages  brotiglii  in  from  Noh,  the  amount  is  Bs.  1 9,955.  From  thii^  Bs.  47 
must  be  deducted,  for  ma&fi  Bs.  35  and  gardens  Rs.  12,  leaving  Rsi  I9^908y 
the  amount  entered  in  Statement  E ;  from  this  Rs.  272  are  remittedi  oa 
account  of  protective  leases,  and  Rs.  51  for  gardens  not  allowed  lor  in 
Statement  E.  The  present  kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  19^,585, 
against  the  former  demand  of  Rs.  14,103,  an  increase  of  35  per  cesct. 

Section  257. — Tits  sanctioned  standard  rates  for  this  circle  aire*-* 

ChakHiU.  Detailed  Miess-  -d       a    D 

mentfl.  JtCS.  A,  Jr. 

CTh&hi   •••        •••        •••         •••         ••.2    8    0 

D&hri 1  12    0 

XJtiirrigateds 

Chiknot  and  Narmpt  •• 1    d    0 

Magda  ...         ...         ...         0  14    0 

Bhur     0  lO    0 

In  the  repoft  I  stated  the  result  of  the  |*evenue  rates  including  the 
present  jama  on  an  uncultivated  hill  estate  at  Rs.  13,236  :  allowing  for 
subsequent  corrections  of  area,  the  revenue  rate  demand  with  the  same 
addition  stands  at  Rs.  13,062.  My  actual  assessments,  as  usual  in  circles 
jrielding  any  large  amount  of  increase,  fell  short  of  this,  and  aggregated 
Rs.  12,690  as  entered  in  Statement  E;  of  which  Rs.  203  is  temporarily 
postponed  on  account  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  demand  is 
therefore  Rs.  12,487,  an  increase  of  17  per  cent. 

Section  258.— The  sanctiotied  rates  for  this  circle  were*- 


Chak  Gargaon. 

Detailed 

.     Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Chfihi 
Dfthri 

14 
12 

0 
0 

• 

Ubirrigated. 

Chiknot  atld  Narmot    1 
Magda         .4.        •..     1 
fihur            •     0 

3 

0 
11 

0 
0 
0 

These  rat^s  yield  for  the  circle  Bs.  36,328,  or,  adding  Bs.  285  for 
the  reason  given  in  the  report,  Bs.  36,613.  My  detailed  assessments 
amount  to  Rs.  38,042 ;  and  this,  allowing  for  Rs.  22  in  maifi  and  Rs.  5 
on  gardens,  gives  Rs.  38,015  as  entered  in  Statement  E.  The  main  cause 
of  my  being  able  to  go  l^bovd  rates  was  the  higher  assessment  which 
I  w:as  able  to  impose  on  the  village  of  Gurgaon  itself.  From  Rs.  38,015 
deductions  must  be  made  of  Rs.  123  remitted  on  account  of  gardens  and 
Rs.  677  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases  to  wells.  The 
immediate  kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore  Bs.  37>215 ;  the  former  demand 
was  Rs.  35,608. 
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Section  259. — ^The  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle  were — 


Detailed    asseseunents. 
Chak  Farrakhnagar. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Chfthi 
D&hri 

••• 
... 

Unirrigated. 

2 

1 

12 
12 

0 
0 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda 

Bhur 

1 
1 
0 

6 
2 
9 

0 
0 
0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  amounted  to  Rs.  30,468 ;  my 
assessment,  after  deducting  Rs.  154  reduced  by  the  Commissioner  on 
appeal,  now  stands  -i  Rs.  31,965  :  of  this  sum  Rs.  691  is  assigned  in 
ma&fi  plots  and  Rs.  2  remitted  on  gardens,  leaving  Rs.  31,272  as  entered 
in  (Statement  E ;  of  this  Rs.  28  more  are  remitted  on  account  of  gardens, 
and  Rs.  3,261  in  istamr&r,  and  Rs.  668  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account 
of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  kfaillisa  demand  is  therefore 
Rs.  27,315. 

Section  260.— The  rates  sanctioned  in  this  circle  were*- 

Oetailed  assessments  of 
Ohak  adjoining  D^ar.  T>g       a       p 

r  * 

Chihi        ...  2      12    0. 

D4hri         ...  2        4    0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot    1        8    0 
Magda       ...  14    0 

Bhur  ...  0      12    0 

I  have  assessed  at  Rs.  10,732  as  entered  in  Statement  E,  or  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  rate  jama  of  Rs.  10,314 ;  I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
give  the  whole  of  the  reduction  yielded  by  the  rates  oh  the  former 
demand  of  Rs.  11,137.  Of  this  Rs.  97  have  been  temporarily  remitted  on 
leases,  leaving  Rs.  10,635  as  immediate  kh&lisa  demand. 

Section    261. — The     sanctioned  standard  rates  for    the  part 
Ohak  Najafgarh   jhd     of     this      circle     under    fixed     assessments 
Detailed  aasessment.  are— 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Chdhi        ...               3 
D4hri        ...               2 

0 
8 

0 
0 

XTnirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot   1 
Magda       ...                1 
Bhur          ...               0 

8 

4 

10 

0 
0 
0 
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These  rates  yielded  for  the  fixed  settlement  areas  Rs.  21,071 ;  and 
my  fixed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  16,696  ;  of  this  sum  assessed  oa 
Rs.  14  ma&fis,  must  be  deducted,  leaving  Rs.  16,682  to  be  entered  in 
Statement  E.  From  this  Rs.  16  have  been  temporarily  remitted  on  leases, 
leaving  as  immediate  demand  Rs.  16,666. 

Parts  of  the  estates  of  Dharmpur,  Daulat&b&d,  Mankraula  and 
Budheri,  and  the  whole  of  Arfcd  Naubardmad  have  been  excluded  from 
the  fixed  assessments ;  and  the  following  crop  rates  will  be  levied  by 
tixe  Canal  Department  per  acre  :— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Sugarcane  ...    6    0    0  per  annum. 

Melons  and  rabi  jowfir  1     8    0  per  crop. 
AU  other  crops      .«•    3    0    0      „ 

I  regarded  the  arrangement  as  of  the  nature  of  an  assignment  of 
land  revenue,  and  the  villi^s  engaged  to  pay  revenue  at  these  rates,  plus 
the  usual  cesses.  The  totol  area  subject  to  this  system  of  assessment  is 
i,768  acres.    The  assessments  on  the  new  system  have  amounted  to — 

.  Rs. 

1877-78        3,031 

1878-79        .-.  ...        2,555 

The  system  is,  I  believe,  very  popular ;  it  has  been  introduced 
also  into  the  neighbouring  and  similar  villages  of  Delhi. 

Tahsil  Rewari. 
Extracts  from  Assessment  rep<yrt. 


1.    Section  262. — The  shape  of  the  tahsfl  excluding  the  ten  isolated 
General   description  of      v^^^**®^   ^  *'^®   south    is   that  of  an   irregular 
thetilaa.  oblong,  29  miles  in  length  from  east  to  west, 

and  of  an  average  breadth  of  about  15  miles. 
Except  to  the  west,  where  it  is  traversed  by  broken  ranges  of  rocky 
hills,  which,  on  the  south  connected  with  the  Aravalli  chain,  on  the 
north  continue  a  short  distance  beyond  the  border  into  the  Rohtak 
district,  the  face  of  the  country  is  generally  level.    The  soil  is  naturally 
inferior,  49*9  per  cent,  being  Bhur  or  sand,  40*5   per  cent.  Magda  or 
light,  and  in  this  tahsil  generally  very  light  loam,  a  mixture  of  a  little 
clay  with  a  great  deal  of  sand  ;  while  only  8*8  per  cent,  is  classified  as 
Narmot  or  good  loam  and  0*8  per  cent,  as  Ohiknot  or  clay.     This 
disadvantage  is,  however,  to  some  extent,  counterbalanced  by  the 
abundant  water-supply  obtained  from  the  well  springs  of  this  tract:  in 
other  tahsils  spring-fed  wells  are  the  exception,  here  they  are  the  rule, 
a  difference  which  shows  itself  in  the  area  irrigated  per  Ido ;  this  counter- 
balancing advantage  is,  however,  diminished  by  the  saltness  of  29*9 
per  cent,  of  the  wells ;  of  the  others  41*7  per  cent,  are  sweet,  and  28*4 
per  cent,  brackish. 
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Two  streams,  the  S&hibi  and  Eansfioti,  which  flow  after  rain,  pass 
respectively  through  the  east  and  north-west  of  the  parganah  :  the 
S&hibi  which  rises  in  Jaipur  enters  Rew&ri  from  Alwar  and  runs 
into  the  Ourgaon  tahsil  and  Pataudi  state,  eventually  falling  into  the 
Majafgarh  jhil ;  it  is  joined  too,  after  a  course  of  some  four  miles  within 
the  border,  by  a  branch  of  the  Indori  from  Alwar ;  the  Slansaoti  rises 
in  Jaipur  and  after  traversing  the  Namaul  and  Kanti  territories 
flows  through  the  north-western  corner  of  this  tahsil  into  Dujina. 
Owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  soil,  the  eiopB  most  laigely  grown  ard 
barley  in  the  rabi  on  wells,  and  bajra  and  pulses  in  the  kharif. 
Wheat,  gram,  jow&r  and  cotton  are  but  little  cultivated ;  of  the  total 
Chihi  produce  wheat  is  124  per  cent  and  barley  787  per  cent :  51-5' 
per  cent,  of  the  dry  lands  are  cropped  with  autumn  pulses,  28*3  per 
cent,  with  b&jra,  9*5  per  cent,  with  gram  and  57  per  cent  with  jow&r. 
Cotton  forms  only  Oi  per  cent  of  the  produce  of  the  tahsil.  There  is 
only  7-35  pet  cent  of  culturable  waste. 

2.  Section  S63.-*Bight  assessment  eircles  have  been  formed  ; 
.  two  comprise  the  .villages  lying  within  the 
oiS^"^  *''**^  influence  of  the  Sihibi  and  Kansaoti;  the 
other  six  circles  have  been  constituted  with 
reference  to  the  general  superiority  or  inferiority  in  their  classes  of  the 
lands  shown  as  Magda  and  Bhur,  and  the  prevalence  of  sweet,  brackish 
or  salt  wells.  Thus  in  Chak  Shahjahanpur,  the  wells  are  generally 
sweet,  the  IHagda  good,  and  the  Bhur  inferior ;  in  Chak  EQll  which 
contains  the  ranges  above  mentioned,  the  wells  are  generally  sweet, 
and  the  Magda  and  Bhur  both  inferior;  in  the  remaining  four  circles 
the  Bhur  is  of  average  quality,  but  in  Chaks  Rew&ri  and  Mundi,  forming 
two  circles  by  reasoa  of  their  local  separation,  the  wells  are  generally 
brackish,  ana  the  Magda  inferior ;  in  Chak  Palh&was  the  Magda  is  of 
the  same  quality  as  in  Chaks  Rewfiri  and  Mundi,  but  the  wells  are  salt; 
while  in  the  eighth  circle,  Chak,  Magda  salt  the  wells  are  salt  and  the 
Magda  good.  E^^sh  circle  will  be  Ascribed  more  fully  when  I  treat 
of  its  proposed  assessment 


4    Seation  264. — Rew&ri  first  came  under  British  rule  in  1803 : 
*    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  suflering  from  the  mismanagement 
piSSLlTcwAri;  produced  by  the  disorganization  of  the  Mogal 

^^^  Empire,  and  the.  collections  often  fell  short  of 

Bs.  1,00,000.  It  was  at  first  given  in  jagir  to  the  Mahfirfija  of  Bhartpur, 
but  was  resumed  in  1805,*  and  was  then  fitrmed  to  Jai  Singh  Ahir, 
with  whom  it  remained  until  the  end  of  1216  fasli  or  1808-9  A.  O. 
With  the  exception  of  58  villages,  which  had  been  bestowed  in  Istamrfir 
tenure  on  Jai  Singh,  and  a  few  other  jagir  estates,  the  parganah  was 
then  settled  by  Mr.  W.  Fraser  at  Rs.  2,14,504 :  the  system  of  assessment 
followed,  seems  to  have  been  that  of  settling  the  villages  with  the  highest 
bidders  and  this  procedure  being  aided  by  the  feucU  of  the  people,  the 
result  was  over-assessment,  so  great,  that  Mr.  Lawrence  writes — ''  In 
going  over  the  records,  one  is  often  amassed  at  the  excessive  assess- 
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mettts  which  ha^e  been  realised. "  In  spite  of  the  occafiional  lapse 
of  revenue  grants,  the  collections  steadily  decreased  from  Rs.  2,14,504 
in  1217  lasU  or  1809-10  A.  D.  to  Rs.  1,84,383  in  1244  fasli  (1886*7 
A.  D),  the  average  collections  of  the  28  years  being  Rs.  2,09,287,  and 
the  average  balance  Rs.  17,157  or  Ij^  per  cent,  of  the  demand.  Under 
these  circumstances  a  re-settlement  was  begun  by  Mr.  Bacon  in  1832, 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Ghibbins  in  1836,  and  completed  by  Mr.  (now  Lord) 
Lawrence  in  1838,  the  financial  results  of  which  in  the  Kh&lisa  por- 
tioii  of  the  parganah  was  an  assessment  of  Rs,  1,91,597  exclusive  of  village 
headmen's  fees,  being  a  reduction  of  Rs.  17,688  on  the  average  collections 
of  28  years.  219  estates  and  plots  in  6  other  villages  were  thus  assessed 
by  Mr.  Lawrence ;  the  rate  at  which  his  assessment  fell  was  Re.  1-10-2 
per  cultivated  acre,  aud  Re.  1-1-1^  per  acre  of  cultivated  and  culturable. 

Writing  of  this  assessment  some  ten  years  later,  Mr.  Fraser  sayb  in 
the  statistical  account  of  Qurgaon — 

**  The  marginal  m6morandtim  *  will  riiow  tlie  changes  which  have  since  taken  place, 
•^>~.  will       k^  Kfliiik  .»M     *°*^  ^"  ^  **"^  •  parganah,  it  mnst  be  considered  that  sa 
ffmfSSiS^tfmtnSi^    ■^*"v  an  erceiit  of  changes  speak  weU  for  the  manner  in 
which  It  has  since  worked. 

**  There  is  »o  donbt  that  in  nearl  j  aU  seasons  this  parganah  can  paj  the  rerenne  at 
whidb  it  has  now  been  assessed.  fiaIanoes,il  thej  do  occur,  will  be  foand  to  arise  from 
other  caases  than  that  most  mischleyoiis  and  injurions  of  OTcr-assessment  At  the  same 
time,  Tiewed  comparatiTely,  Rew4ri  will  net,  I  believe,  be  found  to  have  attained  so  large 
a  relief  as  other  parganahs  of  this  district.  This  may  have  arisen  perhaps  partly  from  its 
being  nearly  the  first  part  of  it  that  underwent  revision,  since  at  that  date  officers  were 
not  quite  so  certmin  of  the  disposition  of  the  Government  to  light  assessment  as  they  soon 
after  became ;  amd  partly  perhaps  from  the  condition  of  the  people  in  this  parganah 
requiring  relief  less  imperatively  than  they  did  in  others  :  in  those  for  example  of  Palwal 
and  Sohna.  However,  I  repeat  that  with  the  assessment  there  is  no  fault  to  find,  and  that 
its  amount  can,  I  think,  te  always  and  easily  collected.  '* 

In  1849,  under  Mr.  Routh,  Collector,a  Settlement  of  the  61  Istamrdr 
villages  was  begun  and  completed  by  1852.  The  result  of  the  Settle- 
ment was  inclusive  of  plots  already  assessed  at  Rs.  367,  an  initial 
assessment  of  Rs.  62,244-8-0,  rising  to  Rs.  63,850-8-0,  being  at  the  rate  ' 
of  Be.  1-6-4  per  cultivated  and  Re.  1-3-8  per  m4Iguz&n  acre.  Of 
these  villages,  one  estate  now  assessed  at  Rs.  271  was  not  charged 
with  any  jama,  being  granted  revenue  free  by  the  Istamr&rd&rs. .  Pre^ 
yious  to  Mr.  Routh's  Settlement,  the  Istamrdrd^s  had  made  their  own 
agreements  with  the  village  oommunities  :  the  quit  rent  due  to  Qovem- 
ment  being  a  lump  sum  of  Hs.  25,001.  Owing  to  the  conduct  of  the 
IstamriLrd^  in  the  mutiny,  their  rights  were  confiscated :  only  in  seven 
villages  which  had  previously  been  alienated  by  them  does  this  tenure 
now  exist,  the  assessments  in  those  amount  to  Rs.  4,976,  the  quit  rent 
due  to  Government  to  Rs.  1,909.  The  remaining  jagir  villages  were 
also  assessed  by  Mr.  Routh  at  Rs.  3,280. 

5.    Section  265.— The  small  parganah  of  Shahj abitnpur  containing 

nine  estates  lying  to  the  south  of  Kewdri  in  the 

p.S^^'^ahfaS  "*    "idst  of  native  territory  was.  after  the  conquest 

in  1803,  contiuued  in  ja^r  to  Bar  Narain 

Haldia,  until  his  death  in  1824.  It  was  thep  settled  by  Mr.  Cavendish 

at  Rs.  ^,646  :  the  assessment  was  fiur  and  the  collections  regular,  and 
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when  Mr.  Lawrence  undertook  the  re-settlement  of  the  parganah  in 
1838  he  was  enabled  to  raise  the  demand  from  Rs.  8,932,  at  which 
he  found  it,  to  Rs.  9,287,  the  average  collections  for  fourteen  years 
being  then  Rs.  8,389  and  the  average  balance  Rs.  166. 

Mr.  Eraser's  remarks  on  the  statement  of  this  parganah  were,  "  that 
this  has  worked  satisfactorily  maiy  be  inferred  from  there  having 
occurred    no  changes  under  it." 

6.     Section  266. — Appendices  I  and  II  *  show  the  constitution  of 
the  proprietory  and  of  the  general  agricultural 
ral^St^^'n''^*^'^'^'*^^''"    P^P^^ation  of  the  tahsiL    Ahirs,  who  are  noted 
*  for  their  skill  and  industry,  own  the  greater 

part  of  the  tahsil :  and  the  Jats  who  own  17  villages  and  shares  in  16 
others  are  equal  to  the  Ahirs,  so  that  the  great  body  of  the  proprietors 
may  be  put  in  the  highest  rank  of  agriculturists.  The  various  tribes 
of  owners  may  be  thus  classified  with  reference  to  their  skill  and 
industry. 


Oood  agriculturists. 

Average 

and  inferior 
culturiets. 

agri- 

Tribes  which  do  not  in  this  tahsil 
usually  cultivate. 

Ahfrs. 

Kajputs 

Bhusars. 

Jats. 

B&DgbarB 

Oujars 

Brahmins 

Mahajans. 
Cashmiri. 
Government. 

Number  of  Tillages 

Sayads 

owned  in  whole  or  in 

Pathins 

part     232. 

Ill 

3f 

The  Rajputs  are  principally  confined   to  the   Shahjah&npur  and 
Hill  circles :  with  this  exception  the  tribes  are  pretty  evenly  distributed. 


8.  Section  267. — ^Rewdrihasbeen  always  noted  as  being  more  severe- 
Character  of  existing     ^7  assessed  than  the  other  parts  of  the  district, 
assessment.    Reductions       As  Mr.  Fraser  points  out,  it  was  the  first  tahsil 
°*^^®-  in  which  the  old  severe  settlement  underwent 

revision,  and  the  readiness  of  Government  to  grant  the  necessary 
remission  was  not  then  well  understood.  In  Rewdri  too  this  final 
revision  was  not,  as  in  several  other  parganahs,  followed  by  a  still  greater 
reduction.  I  find  then  in  1 858  Mr.  Ford,  a  former  Deputy  Commissioner, 
writing  of  the  Rewdri  settlement  as  hard,  Mr.  Melvill  in  1862  calling 
it  notoriously  severe.    I  find  too  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Ford  in 

•  l^ot  now  given. 
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1862,  thai  a  reduction  of  assessment  to'  the  extent  of  R3.  600  had 
been  made  in  one  village  before  the  mutiny,  and  in  four  villages  to  the 
extent  of  Bs.  950  aiter  1857 ;  that  enquiry  had  shown  that  the 
revenue  was  generally  too  highly  assessed  by  one-fifth,  and  that  in 
1860  Mr.  Oust  and  Mr.  Brandreth  had  urged  a  general  reduction  of  the 
assessment  of  the  tahsil.  This  was  considered  unnecessary,  but  in  1862 
reductions  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  3,273  were  again  granted  in  fifteen 
villages,  and  in  1863  further  reductions  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  1,422  in 
twelve  villages ;  besides  which  remissionshave  had,  from  time  to  time, 
to  be  given  in  estates  injured  by  deposits  of  ^sand  from  the  S&hibi  and 
also  for  lands  taken  up  for  public  purposes.  *  ^  * 

9.  Section  268.— There  can  be  njxdoubt  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
But  owing  to  increase  in    "se  in  prices  during  the  last  fifteen  years  andthe 

refiouroes  no  further  reduc-  increase  in  the  oAltivated  and  well  irrigated 
tion  now  needed.  n^g^^  ^j^^  result  here  of  the  present  settlement 

must  have  been  a  considerable  reduction,  but  owing  to  the  considerable 
increase  in  the  resources  of  the  tahsil  since  last  settlement,  and  the 
reductions  already  given  in  the  most  heavily  burdened  villages,  bearing 
in  mind  too  the  character  of  the  population,  comparing  my  estimate 
of  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  and  my  proposed  rat^s 
with  my  estimates  and  rates  in  other  parts  of  the  District,  and,  after 
studying  the  statements  showing  the  working  of  the  settlement  in 
late  years,  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  it  will  now  be  necessary  to  do  more 
than  re-distribute  the  existing  jama.  The  Deputy  Commissioner,  whom 
I  have  consulted,  thus  writes,  after  re-consideration  of  his  memo,  submit- 
ted before  the  commencement  of  this  settlement — 

"  From  my  further  acquaintance  with  the  tract  I  think  the  revised  jama  should  but 
▼ery  slightly  eiLceed  the  old  parganah  jama  ;  even  should  the  figures  show  that  some 
increase  can  be  made  that  the  enhancement  should  be  very  slight.  I^i  the  memo.  I 
said  the  parganah  would  bear  an  increase  of  Rs.  19-5-6  per  cent,  of  present  jama.  At 
that  time  I  had  not  the  experience  of  the  soil  and  people  which  I  have  since  gained, 
and  I  do  not  now  think  tne  revised  jama  should  increase  to  any  very  perceptible 
amount. 

"  Some  estates  will  require  large  reductions,  partly  from  the  change  in  the  quality 
of  soil,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  condition  and  habits  of  the  proprietors.  But  of 
these  there  are  few  and  as  well  known  to  yon  as  to  myself  ;  what  I  want  to  impress 
upon  yon  is,  that  I  have  after  careful  observation  altered  my  opinion  as  to  the  extent 
of  increase  of  jama  of  which  this  parganah  is  capable. 

**  This  is  at  the  outside  about  10  per  cent,  I  have  no  doubt  that  below  that  would 
be  the  safest." 

10.  Section    269. — The    resources    of   the    tahsil    have    been 

T«««».« ,««..,««,«-  increased  since    the  last  settlement   by  the 

Increase  in  resources.  t*i_i_  >    t  '     ±^    *^  ,^ 

same  causes  which  have  operated  m  the  other 

parts  of  the  district,  viz.,  increase  in  cultivated  and  irrigated  area 

following  on  an  increase  in  population,  and  also  a  considerable  rise  of 

prices,  against  which  may  be  set   (1)  the  alleged   decrease  in  the 

productive  powers  of  the  land,  due  to  the  poorer  soils  having  come 

under  the  plough  and  the  les.s  f  equent  fallows,  and  (2)  the  smaller 

share  of  the  produce  now  taken  by  Qovernment.    No  new  marts  have 

come     into    existence    since    Mr.    Lawrence's    settlement,     but    the 

flourishing  town  of   Rewdri  forn^  an    admirable    market    for    the 
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prodace  of  the  tahail,  and  it  is  now  connected  by  the  ^ew  R&jput£na 
^tate  Railway,  on  the  one  Bide  with  the  Native  States  of  B^jputftna^ 
and  on  the  other  with  Delhi  and  the  East  Indian  and  Punjab  lines. 


17.    Section  270.— Appendix  YII  gives  the  details   of.  sixteen 

years'  balances,    suspensions    and  remissionSp 

Collections.   Balances        The  percentaires  of  the  average  annual  balance 

and  remission    in    each  circle  on  the  yearly 

revenue  have  been  as  follows : — 


I'SBOBNTAQBON  TEAKLT  BXVSNVB. 

ClBCLB. 

0/  average  kalance. 

OfawTO/ge  remiesum. 

1860.74 

IS60.74 

1860-74 

1865-74 

fiihibi 

67 

3-3 

12 

0-2 

Beiriri          

2  8 

la 

0-8 

0-2 

MagdaSalt    ... 

B'7 

86 

20 

0-6 

Shahjahinpur 

8S 

3-4 

06 

.ta 

Eansdoti 

6-1 

2-7 

10 

•  •• 

Handhi 

6-.8 

*-4  ; 

1-6 

0-2 

Hill               

6'0 

•       32 

17 

0-6 

PilWwas      

1 

10-6 

7-9 

8-3 

08 

Tabfdl 

6» 

3-8 

1-6 

0-3 

As  to  the  amount  of  coercion  required  to  collect  the  revenue,  I 
find  from  1860  to  1874,  twenty-four  instances  of  the  issue  of  orders 
to  attach  property,  eleven  instances  of  attachment  actually  executed, 
two  instwices  of  sale  of  attached  property,  two  cases  in  which  the 
defaulters  were  forwarded  under  warrant  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner 
and  one  instance  of  transfer  of  the  defaulter's  share. 

I  give  the  second  set  of  figures  for  the  averag^  of  ten  years  to 
show  the  working  of  the  settlement  since  the  reductions  before  men- 
tioned. It  must  be  remembered  too  that  1860-61  was  a  year  of  drought. 
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SO.    Sidbm  271.-^The  rates  adopted  hy  Mr.   Lawrence  at  the 
'BtAtB  d  fhe  last  settle-    lAst  settlement  were  in  Rew&ri— 


Irrigated* 


Rs.  A.  P. 


Sweet  to  ..«      4    0    0 

Salt  ...  ...      8    3    0 

Unifrigated. 

Ba  A.  P. 

Magda  ...  ...      1    4    9 

Bhar  ...  ...      0  14    5 

and  in  ShahjaUnpar-^ 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Irrigated         ...  •••      3    9    6 

Magda  ...  ...      13    3 

Bhur  .«.  «..      0  12    9 

Reducing  the  Rew&i  rates  by  one-fourth,  the  share  by  which  the 
Goyernment  proportion  of  the  net  assets  has  been  diminished,  there 
lesolt  the  fc^owing  rates  : — 

Proporiumal 
Irrigated.  percentage. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Sweet  ...       3    0    0         426 

Salt  .,.2    6    3         340 

tJnirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Magda  ...       0  15    7         138 

Bhur  ...       0  10  10  9-6 

21.    Section  ^^-^Cbsk  Sfihibi  forms  the  eastern  part  of  the 
nu  u  a*\.w  tahsfl :  it  contains  66  villages  with  a  total  area 

Alwar  state  and  flows  in  a  broad  sandy  bed,  in  places  reaching  a  width 
of  nearly  a  mile,  through  six  villages  on  into  the  state  of  Fatiludi, 
and  thence,  skirting  some  of  the  villages  of  this  circle,  into  some 
detached  villages  of  Gurgaon.  Owing  to  the  great  and  unfortunately 
increasing  width  of  its  channel  of  unculturable  sand,  the  area  shown 
aa  Dfihri  on  the  main  stream  of  the  tahsil  is  but  small ;  but  there  is  a 
branch  stream,  dependent,  however,  on  more  than  average  floods,  which 
uniting  with  a  small  torrent  from  the  Alwar  state,  irrigates  some  1,100 
acres  m  two  villages  in  this  tahsil,  and  some  estates  in  the  Bahora  circle 
of  €h]xgaon.    Besides  the  area  actnally  shown  as  D^Qiri,  there  are  other 
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lands  in  several  villages  of  the  circle  which  are  occasionally  benefited 

by  unusual  floods  of  the  main  stream:  an  advantage  to  which  regard  will 

be  given  in  fixing  village  afesessments.    Besides  the  Sdhibi  and  the  nall^h 

above  noted,  there  is  a  branch  of  the  Indori,  which  flows  from  Alwar 

into  the  village  of  Nandrdmpurb&s  and  there  meets  a  band  constructed 

in  1 861.    From  that  band  and  its  escape,  there  were  irrigated,  according 

to  the  returns  of  the  Canal  Department,  which  levies  h  water  rate  of 

Re.  0-(i-4!  per  acre,  365  acres  in  the  rabi  of  1874  and  16  acres  in  the  kharif 

of  1873   in  three  villages.    I  propose  here,  as  in  other  tahsils,  to  assess 

these  lands  as  unirrigated,  leaving  the  Canal  Department  to  charge,  in 

future,  an  owner  s  rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  per  acre.*    In  that  case  248  acres  of 

the  lands  now  shown  as  Ddhri  in  Form  A  would   be  assessed  at  dry 

rates,  and,  in  working  out  in  this  report  my  proposed  rates,  I  shall  so 

treat  them.    3*25  of  the  soils  of  the  circle  are  Chiknot,  17*25  per 

cent.  Narmot,  .48-25  per  cent.    Magda,  and    3125    per  cent.  Bhur. 

The    well  irrigated  area   is    large,    being    26*8    per   cent. :  water  is 

near    the    surface,    the    average    depth    being     23    feet :    the  well 

lands  are  good,  34*9  per  cent,  being  Chiknot  and   Narmot,  ol'3  per 

cent.  Magda,  aaid  only  13*8  per  cent.  Bhur :  the  wells  are  generally  sweet 

and  the  brackish  wells  too  are  not  unfavorable  to  Ihe  produce  :  only 

12*2  percent,  of  the  lands  are  irrigated  from  salt  wells,  against  231  per 

cent,  from  brackish  and  64*7  per  cent!  from  sweet  wells.    Wheat  forms 

15*6  per.  cent,  of  the  Chdhi  produce  and  barley  708  per  cent. :  96*8  per 

cent,  of  the  Mos  are  on  pakka  wells  and  3  2  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells. 

Excluding  the  band  irrigated  lands,  30*2  per  cent,  of  the  DAhri  lands  are 

Narmot,  496  per  cent.  Magda  and  202  per  cent.  Bhur.     Wheat,  and 

wheat  and  gram,  are  grown  on  61*4  per  cent,  of  the  Ddhri  lands; 

barley,  and  barley  and  gram,  on  33*2  per  cent.  Including  the  band 

irrigated  lands  the  bar&ni  soils  are  :  Chiknot  556  acres  or  2  per  cent., 

Narmot  3,448  acres  or  124  per  cent.,  Magda  13,119  acres  or  47'2  per 

cent,  and  Bhur  10,696  acres  or  384  per  cent. ;  analysis  of  my  notes 

shows  that  some  three-fourths  of  the  Narmot  is  good  low  lying  and  in 

some  villages  occasionally  benefited  by  flood  waters,  and  one-fourth 

rather  inferior,  half  of  the   Magda   good,  over    one-fourth  of  average 

quality  and  less  than  one-fourth  rather  inferior,  while  of  the  Bhur 

nearly  equal  shares  are  good,  average  and  inferior. 

The  staple  products  of  the  dry  lands  are  bijra  361  per  cent., 
autumn  pulses  304  per  cent.,  gram  123  per  cent.,  jowdr  9*3  per  cent, 
barley,  and  barley  and  gram,  52  per  cent.,  and  wheat,  and  wheat  and 
gram,  4*7  per  cent.  The  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  estima- 
ted in  Form  D,  is  Rs.  66,074,  the  present  assessment  being  Rs.  61,334. 

The  rates  which,  with  reference  to  (1)  the  character  of  the  various 
soils  as  above  noted,  (2)  the  proportions  of  sweet,  brackish  and  salt 
wells,  and  (3)  the  dependence  on  rather  high  floods  of  the  Sahibi  for 
their  being  fully  irrigated  of  the  Ddhar  lands,  together  with  their 
liability  of  injury  by  deposits  of  sand,  I  propose  for  sanction  are — 

*  Ibis  baad  haa  been  since  given  up  bj  the  QoTemment,  so  no  water  rates  are  charged, ' 
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Rs.  A.  P. 


U 


Ohahi  •..  ...     3    0  0 

D&hn  ...  ,     ...     1  12  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  18  0 

Magda  ...  ...     1     2  0 

Bhur  ...  ...     0  12  0 

Fallow  ...  ...     0  12  0 

The  resuU  of  the  application  of  these  rates  is  an  assessment  of 
Rs.  63,724,  or  an  increase  of  3  9  per  cent,  on  the  existing  jama  of 
Rs.  61,334. 


22.    Section  273.— Chak  Kans&oti  contains  17  villages  with  a 
total  area  of  26,140  acres  situated  in  the  north- 
Chak  KanOoti.      ^  western  portion  of  the  tahsil.     It  is  traversed  by 

the  Kans&oti  which  entering  from  the  Nabha  territory  passes  on  into 
the  Duj&na  state.  There  is  a  band,  constructed  in  1861,  across  the  bed 
of  the  stream  (which  is  a  mere  torrent  flowing  after  rain)  in  the  village 
of  Dahioa  from  which,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Canal  Department, 
which  levies  a  water  rate  of  Re.  0-6-4  per  acre  on  the  lands  thence 
irrigated,  247  acres  were  irrigated  in  the  kharif  of  1873,  and  1,739 
acres  in  the  rabi  of  1874,  in  ten  villages.  As  the  rains  of  1873  were 
unusually  heavy,  these  figures  may  be  taken  as  representing  the  full 
extent  of  the  band  irr  gated  area.  The  lands  thus  irrigated  have  been 
recorded  in  the  settlement  papers  in   their  unirrigated  aspect,  and  I 

Eropose  that  here,  as  elsewhere,  in  addition   to  the  occupier's  mte  of 
le.  0-6-4  per  acre,  an  owner's  rate  of  Re.  0-3-2  should  be  henceforth 
collected  by  the  Canal  Department.* 

Of  the  remaining  seven  villages  of  the  circle,  five  are  not  reached 
by  the  Kans^oti  (except  perhaps  in  most  extraordinary  floods  J,  and  in 
the  other  two  the  Kansdoti  merely  flows  by  in  a  sandy  channel 

The  soils  of  the  circle  are — 

Chiknot  ...     1'50  per  cent. 

Narmot  ...     8*75        „ 

Magda  ...  2975        „ 

Bhur  ...  60- 

Of  these,  the  Chiknot,  Narmot  and  M^gda  are  low-lying  lands 
generally  good  of  their  respective  sorts,  but  the  Bhur  is  almost  entirely 
high,  uneven  and  inferior  sand,  growing  the  most  inferior  crops.  The 
well  irrigated  area  is  15*6  per  cent  ;  the  average  depth  to  water  in  the 
various  villages  varies  from  21  feet  to  57  feet,  the  average  of  the  circle 
being  40  feet :  the  wells  are  generally  sweet,  93  per  cent,  of  the  well 
irrigated  lands  being  under  sweet  wells,  against  4  per  cent,  and  3  per 
cent,  under  brackish  and  salt  wells,   respectively :  the  well  irrigated 

*  This  band  has  been  since  given  up  by  the  QoTemment|  so  that  no  water  rate  is 
charged. 
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soils  too  are  good,  32*7  per  ce&t  beiag  Cfkiknot  and  Narmot,  487  per 
cent.  Magda  and  18*6  per  cent  Bhur.  Barley  occupies  79  per  cent, 
and  wheat  14  per  cent,  of  Uie  well  land&  90  per  cent  of  tke  lios  are  on 
pakka  and  10  per  cent  on  katcha  wells. 

Of  the  nnirrigated  soils,  68  per  cent  have  been  classed  as  Bhnr, 
high,  uneven  and  bad,  26  per  cent  as  Magda^  of  which  some  62  per 
cent  is  good,  22  per  cent  average  and  16  per  cent  inferior ;  and  6  per 
cent  as  Chiknet  and  Narmot  Owing  to  this  large  percentage  of 
inferior  Bhur,  autumn  pulses  form  63'8  per  cent  of  the  unirrigated 
crops,  and  b^jra  :sl"8  per  cent,  against  2*1  per  cent  of  unirri^ited 
barley,  67  per  cent,  of  gram  and  4*5  per  cent  of  jow&r. 

My  estimate  of  the  value  of  one-sixth  the  jpoaa  produce  is 
Bs.  26,736,  the  existing  assessment  being  Rs.  27,227.  Thcf  rates  at  which 
I  propose  to  assess  the  circle  are  the  same  as  in  Chak  Sfihibi,  except 
for  Bhur,  which  is,  as  above  stated,  inferior  in  this  circle. 

As  to  the  Ch&hi  rate,  the  depth  to  water  is  indeed  greater  here 
than  in  Chak  Sihibi,  but  on  the  ^^ther  hand  the  proportion  of  salt  and 
vbrackish  wells  Ik  smaller. 

My  rotes  then  are— • 

Rs.A.  P, 

Ch&hi  ... 3    0  0 

Unirrigated  CMknot  and  Nannot  18  0 

Magda  ...         •..         ...  1     2  0 

Bhur  0  10  0 

Fallow  0  10  0 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Bs.  26,989,  being  a  decrease  of  0*9 
per  cent. 

•  *  •  » 

2S.    fSection  274. — Chak  Shahjahfinpur  comprises  nine  detached 
Chak  Shahiahinpnr,  villages  with  a  total  area  of  11,331  acres  sur- 

rounded by  territory  belonging  to  the  Alwar 
state.  The  soil  is  better  than  in  most  of  the  circles  of  this  tahsfl,  con- 
sisting of  11  per  cent,  of  fair  average  Narmot  and  6275  per  cent  of 
Magda  generally  very  good,  against  2625  per  cent  of  Bhur ;  this  last, 
however,  is  rather  inferior  of  its  class.  There  are  no  salt  and  very  few 
brackish  wells  in  this  circle ;  93  per  cent  of  the  well  lands  being 
irrigated  from  sweet  wells  :  84  of  the  wells  are  pakka  and  only  S 
katcha ;  the  average  depth  to  water  in  the  various  villages  varies  from 
53  to  84  feet,  the  average  of  the  circle  being  68  feet  The  well  lands 
are  generally  good,  28'5  per  cent  being  Narmot,  66*8  per  cent.  Magda 
and  only  47  per  cent  Bhur.  Wheat  is  grown  on  14  per  cent  of  the 
irrigated  lands  and  barley  on  80  per  cent.  Of  the  unirrigated  lands, 
8*9  per  cent  are  Narmot,  62*1  per  cent  Magda  and  29  per  cent.  Bhur  ; 
and  the  staple  crops  grown  on  these  are  gram  30  5  per  cent,  jow&r  10*3 
per  cent,  b^jra  27'9  per  cent  and  autumn  pulses  256  per  cent 
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Owing  to  tfie  veiy  small  percentage  oCBbxc  under  tHe^  weHs  and 
the  excellence  of  the  Magda,  I  Keep  the  same*  rate  for  Ohihi  as  in  Cbaks 
S&hibi  and  Eons&oti,  notwitlketanding  the  greater  depth  of  water.  My 
rate  for  Chiknot  and  Narmot  is  less  than  m  those  circles ;.  as  they  do 
not  here  enjoy  the  same  advantages  from,  the  proximity  of  streams  or 
from  occasional  floods,  but  I  have  raised  my  rates  for  Sfagda  which  is 
here,  as  above  noted,  <^  especially  good  quality.  The  Bhur  resembles 
that  of  Ohak  Eans^otl    My  rates  t&en  are — 

Rs.  A.   P; 

Chdhi            ...        .^         —        3     0  0 

Uoirrigated  Chiknot  and  Nannot  16  0 

Magda           •».        I    3  & 

Bhur              .^        0  10  a 

Fallow           ...         .^         ...        0  10  0 

The  resulting  assessment  is  Bs^  11,171  against  Rs.  11,686  :  the 
estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  and  Rsi  11,152  the 
existing  assessment,  an  increase  ofRs.  19.  *  »        • 

24.    Sectwn  27& — Cbak  Hill  is  a  poor  tract,  in  which  83  per  cent. 
— ^  ^^  of  the  soil  is  Bhur;  and  17  per  cent.  Magda, 

comprising  38  estates  with  a  total  area  of 
62,135  acres  lying:  around  and  between  the  hills,  which  form  a  marked 
characteristic  of  the  western  part  of  Rew&ri.  The  wells  are-  generally 
of  considerable  depth ;  in  two  estates  the  average  depth  to  water 
exceeds  100  feet  and  the  average  of  the  circle,  as  shown  in  Form  A,  is 
72  feet.  Of  the  well  lands,  45  per  cent,  are  classed  as  Magda,  but 
generaUy  of  an  inferior  sandy  quality,  and  55  per  cent,  as  Bhur.  The 
welk  are  generally  sweet :  62  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands  being  irrigated 
from  sweet,  26  per  cent,  from  brackish  and  12  per  cent,  from  salt 
wells.  Iliie  salt  wells  in  this  circle  are  not  generally  so  salt  as  in  some 
other  p^s  of  the  tahsil,  and  the  light  character  of  the  soil  also  tends 
to  equalize  the  produce  of  the  salt  and  brackish  with  that  of  tbe  sweet 
wells.  The  staple  produce  of  the  ChUhi  lands  is  barley,,  which  occupies 
84  per  cent.,  while  wheat  is  grown  on  only  6  per  cent.;  56  per  cent,  of  tbe 
l&os  are  on  masonry  wells,  and  44  per  cent,  on  wells  which,  though 
ahown  as  katoha,  are  generally  in  the  upper  part  faced  with  unmortared 
stones.  •  * 

There  are  no  naturally  irrigated  lands  in  the  circle:  of  the 
nmrrigated  soils  13  per  cent  are  classed  as  an  inferior  Ma^da  and  87 
per  ceni  as  Bhur,  which  near  the  hills  is  generally  very  infeiior  but 
itiaproves  in  quality  as  the  distance  from  the  hill  increases.  An  analysis 
of  my  notes  snows  64  per  cent,  of  inferior  and  36  per  cent  of  better 
Sliur.  Cotton,  gram  and  jow&r  are  little  cultivated :  the  produce  state- 
ment shows  70  per  cent,  of  autumn  pulses  mainly  moth  on  the  unirri- 
gated  soils,  and  26  per  cent,  of  b&jra. 

Owing  to  the  great  depth  to  water  and  the  very  inferior  natmre  of 
the  soil,  I  reduce  the  Chdhi  rate  to  Rs.  2-8-^  per  acre  in  ilihis  dftAe  ;^'e 
Magda  too  as  being  infimor  to  that  of  the  tluree  preceding  civeles  h» 
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been  more  lightly  assessed,  but  the  Bhur  rate  is  slightly  in  excess  of 
that  in  Chaks  Kansioti  and  Shahjahinpur,  owing  to  one-thirdof  it  being 
of  somewhat  better  quality.    My  rates  then  are— 

•    *  Rs.A.  P. 

Chihi  ...  2  8  0 

Unirrigated  Magda  ...  1  0  0 

Bhur  ...  0  10  6 

Fallow  ...  0  10  6 

These  yield  an  assessment  of  Rs.  35,187,  an  increase  of  7*5  per 
cent,  on  the  present  jama  Rs.  32,733,  the  estimated  value,  of  one-sixth 
the  gross  produce  being  Rs.  33,314.        *  *  *- 

25.  Section  276.— Chak  Magda  salt,  of  an  irregular  shape  in  the 
rh  ic  M    d    aiL  centre  of  the  tahsil,  contains  63  per  cent  of 

Chak    ag  a  8  Magda,  generally  good  of  its  class,  against  1875 

per  cent.  ofNarmotand  18*25   per  cent,  of  Bhur,  and  it  is  to  this  fact,. 

and  the  saltness  of  its  wells,  that  it  owes  its  name  :  it  comprises  74 

villages  with  a  total  area  of  40,949  acres. 

The  well  irrigated  area  is  large,  being  23'7  per  cent.,  of  which  92 

Eer  cent,  was  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement ;  of  the  well 
mds  39  6  per  cent,  are  classed  as  Narmot^  53*5  per  cent,  as  Magda  and 
C'9  per  cent,  as  Bhur  :  the  average  depth  to  water  is  51  feet.  Barley 
occupies  81  per  cent,  of  the  well  lands,  against  13  per  cent,  of  wheat. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  wells  are  salt,  544  per  cent,  of  theChAhi 
lands  being  irrigated  from  salt,  32  per  cent,  from  lH*ackish,  and  only  13'6 
per  cent,  from  sweet  wells :  the  water  in  the  wells  classed  as  brackish  is 
generally  salter  than  in  the  wells  so  classed  in  all  the  other  circles 
except  Chak  Palh&was  and  the  salt  wells  are  frequently  impregnated 
with  some  amount  of  kallar ;  while  the  c(Hnparative  excellence  of  the 
land  unites  to  cause  the  crops  thus  watered  to  bum  up  more  rapidly 
than  they  would  do  on  lighter  soils.  If  the  rains  are  sufficient  to  dis- 
solve the  kallar  and  to  enable  the  seed  to  sprout  without  irrigation,  the 
produce  in  excellent,  otherwise  it  is  inferior.  63  per  cent  of  the  l&os  are 
on  pakka  and  37  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells.  There  is  no  natural  irriga- 
tion. Of  the  unirrigated  soils  2 18  per  cent,  is  classed  as  Bhur  (this  i9 
an  average  not  very  good  Bhur,  similar  to  that  in  Chaks  P&lh&wa% 
Rew&ri  and  Mundhi) ;  66  per  cent,  as  Magda,  which  in  this  circle  is  like 
that  in  Chak  Shahjah^npur  generally  of  good  quality,  a  fact  borne 
witness  to  by  the  lai^er  cultivation  of  gram  and  jowdr  :  while  12  2  per 
cent,  is  Narmot  of  fair  average  quality.  The  staple  crops  of  the 
unirrigated  lands  are  gram  19  per  cent.,  jow&r  15  per  cent.,  b&jra  35*5 
per  cent,  and  autumn  pulses  26  per  cent. ;  cotton  and  unirrigated  barley 
are  little  sown.  For  the  unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  and  Magda^ 
I  adopt  the  same  rates  as  in  Chak  Shahjahdnpur,  and  for  Bhur 
"Pp  0-12-0.  fl.  rpfp  appropriate  to  i*8  quality  of  a  rather  inferior  average 
fihor.  The  Ch&hi  rate  has  been  lowered  with  reference  to  the  large 
proportiou  oi  cue  tialt  and  brackish  wells  above  desctib'ed. 
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The  value  (^one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  estimated  in  Form  D; 
is  Rs.  50,521,  the  existing  assessment  being  Rs.  53,149,  and  the  result  of 
application  of  my  rates  as  detailed  below  is  Bai  49,71 1>  being  a  decrease 
of  6'5  per  cent.    My  rates  are  — 

Rs.  A.  R 

Chahi  2    6  0 

IJnirrigated  ChiknotandNarmot  1     6  0 

Magda         13  0 

Bhur  0  12  0 

FaUow         0  12  0 

26.    Section  277. — Chak  P&lhiwas  is  a  circle  in  the  centre,  and 
Chak  P4lh4w  north  of  the  tahsil  with  a  total  area  of  29,070 

acres :  in  the  general  character  of  its  soils  it 
is  very  similar  to  Chaks  Rew&ri  and  Mundhi,  40  per  cent  being  a  light 
sandy  Magda  and  55  per  cent,  an  average  not  very  good  Bhur,  while 
only  5  per  cent,  is  chussed  as  Narmot :  it  differs  from  those  circles  in 
the  much  greater  prevalence  of  salt  weUs,  which  too  are  as  in  Chak 
Magda  salt,  frequently  impregnated  with  kallnr,  while  it  differs  from  that 
circle  in  the  lighter  character  of  its  soils.  Of  the  well  lands  157  per 
cent,  are  classed  as  Narmot,  555  per  cent,  as  Magda  and  28*8  per  ceut 
as  Bhur.  63*9  per  cent,  are  irrigated  from  salt,  19*9  per  cent,  from  brackish 
and  16'2  per  cent  from  sweet  welLs.  53  per  cent,  of  the  l&os  are  on  pakka 
and  47  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells.  13  per  cent  of  the  well  irrigated 
produce  is  wheat  and  83  per  cent  barley.  As  compared  with  Chak 
Magda  salt,  the  salt  wells  in  this,  circle  would  from  lightness  of  the  soil 
give  better  results  in  seasons  of  scanty  rain,  but  the  yield  would  be 
inferior  to  that  circle  when  rain  was  abundant.  Of  the  unirrigated  lands, 
25  per  cent  are  Narmot,  generally  of  very  fair  quality,  36-2  per  cent, 
the  light  Magda,  and  61*3  per  cent  the  average  Bhur  noted  above.  The 
staple  crops  are  b&jra  224  and  autumn  pulses  62*2  per  cent,  against 
gram 56  per  cent,  and  jowfir  1*5  per  cent 

My  proposed  rates  for  the  unirrigated  soils  are  the  same  as  those 
given  by  me  in  other  circles  for  soils  of  the  same  qualities  in  their 
respective  classes.  My  well  rates  are  rather  lower  than  in  Chak  Magda 
salt,  the  percentage  of  salt  weUs  being  here  rather  larger,  and  the 
produce  on  the  sweet  wells  being  smaller,  owing  to  the  lighter  character 
of  the  soils.    The  depth  to  water  too  is  a  little  greater  in  tiiis  circle. 

My  proposed  rates  are— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chdhi  .....         .-  2    4  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  16  0 

Magda         10  0 

Bhur  0  12  0 

Fallow         0  12  0 

These  yield  Rs.  29,574,  heing  an  increase  of  five  per  cent,  the 
estimated  value  of  one-sixth  the  gross  produce  is  Bs.  28,794.    *        * 
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27.    Section  278.«<-*^Chak  Rew6i  is  sitaated  in  the  soiith^east  of 
Ghak  BewirL  ^^  tahsil  and  contaiBS  41  villa^ies  wiUi  a  toial 

area  of  25,266  acres.  51  per  oent  of  the  lands 
are  classed  as  Bhar  and  46  per  cent,  as  Magda,  generally  very  light  and 
sandy ;  only  3  per  oent.  is  entered  as  Narmot  or  Chiknot  The  average 
depth  to  water  in  the  wells  is  42  feet ;  most  of  the  wells  are  brackish 
and  sweet,  the  water  in  the  former  not  being  of  a  nature  to  affect  the 

S'eld  unfavorably;  47*2  per  oent.  of  the  well  lands  are  irrigated  from 
aokish,  30'5  per  cent,  trom  sweet,  and  22*3  per  cent,  from  salt  wells, 
these  last,  though  inferior  to  the  brackish  wells,  are  not  so  salt  as  in 
Chaks  P&lh&was  and  Magda  salt,  and  the  lightness  of  the  soils  conduces 
to  equalize  their  produce  with  that  of  the  other  wells.  7'4  per  oent  of 
the  well  lands  are  Chiknot  and  Narmot,  64*7  per  cent  Hagda  and  27*9  per 
cent  Bhur.  Of  the  well  irrigated  crops  wheat  forms  13*2  per  cent  and 
barley  76*7  per  cent  79*5  per  oent  of  the  l&os  are  on  pakka  aad  80*5 
pQr  cent  on  katcha  wells. 

Of  the  unirrigated  lands  1*8  per  cent,  are  Narmot  of  fair  average 
quality,  41*4  per  cent  Magda  sandy  and  inferior  and  56  per  cent,  a  not 
very  good  average  Bhur.  Owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  soil,  only  5*7 
per  cent,  of  gram  and  4'6  per  cent,  of  jow^  appear  in  the  produce  states 
ment  of  the  unirrigated  soils,  against  25*7  per  cent,  of  b&jra  and  57'3 
pw  oent  of  autumn  pulses.  The  unirrigated  soils  being  similar  to  those 
in  Chak  P&lh&was  may  he  assessed  at  the  same  rates.  But  the  irrigated 
rate  is  of  course  higher :  I  have  fixed  it  at  Us.  2-10*0  after  taking  into 
consideration  the  percentages  and  character  of  the  sweet,  brackish  and 
salt  wells,  the  nature  of  the  irrigated  lands  and  the  depth  of  water. 

My  rates  then  are— 

Bs.  A.     P. 

Chihi  2    10  0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...  16  0 

Magda  10  0 

Bhur  and  Mow       .^        ««.        ...  0    12  0 


28.    Section  279.— Chak  Mundhi  is  a  circle  of  23  villages  with  a 
Chak  MnndhL  ^^  ^^^  ^^  26,068  acres.     It  is  in  Uie  north- 

west centre  of  the  tahsil,  separated  by  Chak 
Magda  salt,  from  Chak  Rew&ri,  which  it  resembles :  25  per  cent  of  its 
lands  are  fiair  average  Narmot,  31  per  cent,  a  sandy  inferior  Magda  and 
66*5  per  cent,  a  not  very  good  average  Bhur. 

The  average  depth  to  water  is  62  feet :  9*2  per  cent  of  the  well 
lands  are  Narmot,  52:8  per  cent.  Magda,  and  38  per  cent  Bhur.  27*6 
per  cent,  are  irrigated  from  sweet,  40  per  cent  from  brackish,  and  32'4 
per  cent  from  salt  wells.  Wheat  is  7*7  per  cent  of  the  Ch&hi  produce 
and  barley  87'5  per  cent  As  in  Chak  Rew&ri,  the  water  in  the  brackish 
weUs  is  not  unfavorable  to  the  produce :  but  comparison  of  the  two  circles 
shows  that  the  wells  are  deeper,  the  percentage  of  irrigation  from  salt 
wells,  and  the  proportion  of  Bhur  in  the  well  lands  raUier  larger,  and 
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of  Uid  wheat  crops  raiher  smaller  than  in  Ohak  Revr&rl :  the  salt  Wells 
too  in  this  circle  are  rather  inferior  to  those  in  Chak  Rew&ri :  62*2  per 
cent  of  the  lios  are  on  pakka,  and  87'8  per  cent,  on  katcha  wells.  Of 
the  dry  soils,  Bfaur  forms  71*1  per  cent,  Hagda  27*5  per  cent.,  and 
Hannotonly  1*4  percent.  :the  main  staples  are  autumn  pulses  66*1  per  • 
cent.,  and  b&jra  20*4  per  oeni;  gram  is  only  8'8  per  cent,  and  jow&r  1*4  per 
cent  The  btrani  soils  may  1m  assessed  at  the  same  rates  as  those  in 
Okak  Rew&ri:  they  are,  if  any  thing,  a  little  bettei  of  their  respectiye  sorts 
than  those  in  that  circle,  an  advantage,  however,  counterbalauced  by 
HxB  greater  distance  from  Rew6ri.  The  well  lauds,  however,  will,  from 
ihe  reasons  above  given^  be  somewhat  mora  lightly  assessed  than 
that  circle. 

My  rates  then  are — 

Rs.  A,  P. 


v^nani           •••     .•••        •••        •••. 

2    8 

0 

Unirrigated  Chiknot  and  Narmot  .^  . 

1    6 

0 

^agda          •••        •••        •••        ••• 

1    0 

0 

j3nur             •••        •••        •••        ••• 

0  12 

0 

J:  allow          •.»•        •••        •••        ••• 

0  12 

0 

The  Ch&hi  rate  is  the  sa;me  as  in  Ohak  Hill,  compared  with  which 
the  depth  to  water  is  here  rather  less,  and  the  well  lands  superior,  but 
the  percentages  of  sweet,  brackish  and  salt  wells  less  favorable. 

The  assessment  resulting  from  my  rates  is  Rs,  25,059,  an  increase 
of  6'1  per  cent  on  the  present  demand.  My  estimate  of  the  value  of 
one-sixth  the  gross  produce,  as  given  in  Form  D,  is  Bs.  24,456. 

*  •  •  .  •  ♦ 

29.  Section  280. — If  compared  with  those  proposed  by  me  in  other 

tabsfls,  my  rates  for  the  unirr^ted  soils  will 
^^^ml  remarks  on  the    y^  f^^^^  ^^  resemble  those  given  elsewhere  for 

soils  of  similar  quality,  but  the  well  irrigated 
rates  will  appear  to  be  rather  higher  in  this  tahul,  especialljr  if  the 
average  depths  to  water  and  the  percentages  of  sweet,  brackish  and 
salt  wells  be  noted.  The  higher  rates  in  Rew^iri  are  due  to  the  greater 
care  here  bestowed  on  well  irrigation  :  89  per  cent,  of  the  weU  lands 
having  been  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement  and  98 
per  cent  being  manured. 

30.  Section  281. — I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  fix  a  rate 
No  special  late  for  waste.    ^^^  culturable  waste  which  is  7*35  per  cent  of 

the  total  culturable  area ;  where  advisable,  the 
assessments  of  villages  possessing  any  considerable  extent  o&  culturable 
waste  will  be  proportionately  raised ;  this  will  also  be  done  in  villages 
which  derive  an  income  from  thei):  unculturable  lands.  F&1&  grows 
abundantly  on  the  fighter  soils,  except  near  the  Sibibi,  the  same  con- 
siderations with  reference  to  it  apply  here  as  in  tahsil  Nuh. 
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31.  Section  S82.— Colonel  Davies  in  reviewing  the  report  suggested 

, .  .  various  small  alterations  of  the  proposed   rates. 

Orders  on  this  report  ^  tendency  generally  being  to  mise  the  Chiihi 
and  diminish  the  Bhur  rates.  The  Financial  Commissioner,  however,, 
thought  that  these  changes  were  unnecessary,  and  the  rates  were 
sanctioned  as  proposed,  subject  to  a  reduction  of  the  D&hri  rate  in  Chak 
Sfihibi  from  Re.  1-12-0  to  Re.  1-10-0,  and  the  abolition  as  in  tahsil  Nuh, 
of  the  rate  on  fallow.  The  orders  on  the  report  were  contained  in  letter 
fi-om  Settlement  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Secretary  to- 
Government,  No.  97^  of  26th  September  1876v  and  the  Government 
reply  No.  1356  of  21st  Nwember  1876. 

32.  Section  283. — ^The  standrird  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle 

Detailed    assessmeiits  of  acre— 

Chak  Sihibu  "WQie,  per  acre— 

-Bs.  A.    P. 

Chdhi         ...  ...  ...      3     0    0 

D&hri        ...  ...  ...      1  10    a 

Unirrigated. 

B^  A.  P. 

Chiknot  and  Narmoi  ...      18  0 

Magda      ...  ••  ...      12  0 

Bhur         ...  ...  ..       a  12  0 

The  assessment  of  the  circle  at  these  rates  would  have  bee^ 
Rs.  63,1 93 ;  my  assessments  actually  announced  amounted  to  Rs.  63,326  ;. 
of  this  Rs.  8  were  reduced  in  appeal  by  the  Commissioner,  leaving. 
Rs.  68,318,  which  is  the  total  of  the  assessments  entered  in  the  village 
note  books ;  out  of  this  Rs.  276  must  be  deducted  as  madfi  plots^  and 
Rs.  75  for  gardens,  total  Els.  351,  leaving  Rs.  62,967  which  is  the  total 
entered  in  Form  E.  Of  this  Rs.  1,355  is  assigned,  and  Rs.  550  is  tem- 
porarily remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases ;  the  immediate  kh&lisa 
demand  is  therefore  Rs.  61,062  •  Most  of  the  assiraed  revenue  is  jagir  or 
istamrar,  and  was  included  in  the  former  jama  of  Rs.  61,334.  There  ia 
no  such  difference  between  the  revenue  rato  jama  and  the  detailecL 
assessments,  as  to  make  any  explanation  necessary. 

Section   284. — The   standard  rates    sanctioned    for    this    circlet 

Petoiled  assessmentB,  xo-^rA— 

Chak  Kanaioti.  ^^^^ 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Ch&hi        ...  ...  ...     3    0    0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda 

Bhur 

...      18    0 
...      12    0 
..      0  10    0 

*  The  amount  entered  in  the  jamabandi  is  Ks.  6  more  than  this,  as  B^.  5  was  remit* 
ted  afterwards  on  a  garden  at  Dhorahera  with  effect  from  1S79. 
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and  the  assessment  yielded  by  these  rates  was  Ks.  26,717 :  my  assess 
ments  on  the  villages  in  detail  amount  to  Rs.  27,323,  of  this  Rs.  84  is 
assigned  in  ma&ii:  Rs.  41  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens,  leaving 
Rs.  27,1138  as  entered  in  statement  E ;  of  this  Rs.  258  is  temporarily 
remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases.  There  are  also  Rs.  6  for  madfi 
included  by  mistake  in  kh&lisa.  The  immediate  kh&lisa  demand  is 
therefore  Rs.  26,935.    No  further  remaiks  seem  necessary. 

Section    285. — The    sanctioned   standard  rates  for    this    circle 

Detailed  assessmentB,  Chak     _^_^ 
ShahjahiDpur,  were— 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chdhi        ...  ...  ...     3    0    0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 


Chiknot  and  Narmot 

... 

1    6 

0 

Magda      ...            ... 

... 

1    3 

0 

Bhur         •••            ... 

*•• 

0  10 

0 

The  circle  assessment  at  these  rates  would  be  Rs.  11,141 ;  my 
assessments  after  allowing  for  a  reduction  of  Rs.  68  ordered  by  the 
Commissioner  on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  11,199,  which  is  the  assessment 
entered  in  village  statements:  of  this  sum  R^  1  is  remitted  on  account 
of  a  garden,  leaving  Rs.  11,198,  which  is  the  assessment  entered  in  Form 
E,  and  Rs.  54  is  temporarily  remitted  on  account  of  protective  leases, 
leaving  Rs.  11,144  as  initial  demand.    No  other  remarks  seem  needed. 

Section    286. — The    revenue    rates    sanctioned    in    this    circle 
Detailed   assessments   of 


Chak  Hill. 

were- 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Chfihi 

•.f 

...              ...     i2     o     0 

Unirrigated. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Magda 

... 

...10    0 

Bhur 

•  a  a 

0  10    6 

The  revenue  rate  assessment  of  the  circle  is  Rs.  34,667  ;  my  assess- 
ments after  allowing  for  Rs.  352  reduced  by  the  Commissioner  on  appeal 
stand  at  Rs.  34,157;  of  this  sum  Rs.  141  is  assigned  in   ma&fi  plots  ; 
\     .  Rs.  1 1  is  remitted  on  account  of  a  garden,  leaving  Rs.  34,005,  which  is 

the  amount  entered  in  Form  E ;  and  Rs.  293  is  temporarily  remitted  on 
account  of  protective  leases :  the  immediate  khfilisa  demand  is  there- 
fore Rs.   33,712. 

The  assessment  very  nearly  equals  that  at  revenue  rates. 

Section    287. — The    sanctioned   standard    rates  for   this    circle 
Detailed   assessments   of     ^^^ 
Chak  Magda  Salt,  were— 
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Rs.  A.  p. 

2 

6 

0- 

1 

6 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0  12 

0 
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Ch£bi        ••»  ••• 

XJnirrigate<L 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

Magda       •••  ••• 

Bhur 

At  tbeae  nites  the  circle  assessment  would  bave  been>  Bfei;  49,430 ; 
my  detailed  assessments  amount  to  Rs.  5l,SfH :  of  this  Rs.  4S8  are 
assigned  in  mafifi  plots  and  Rs.  21  released  on  ganfens,  leaving 
Rs.  50,865  as  entered  in  Statement  E ;  of  this  again  Rs.  5,062  are 
istamrar  and  jagir,  and  Rs.  508  have  been  temporarily  remitted  on  well 
leases :  the  immediate  kh&lisa  demand  is  therefore  Rs.  45,295.  In  assess- 
ing this  circle,  I  found  that  I  was  able  to  go  above  my  fates,  as  so  large 
a  reduction  was  not  required  on  the  existing  assessment  aa  that  given 
by  the  rates. 

Section    288.— -The  sanctioned    standard    rates    for  this  circle 

Detailed   asse^smenta     ,^^.^.. 
of  Chak  FilhAwas.  were—  -^   ^    p^ 

Ohfihi         ...            ...  ...  2  4  0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...  1  6  0 

Magda       ...            ...  ...  1  0  0 

Bhur          ...            ...  ...  0  12  0 

The  assessment  of  the  circle  at  these  rates  would  amount  to 
Us.  29,307 :  my  detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  81,  reduced 
by  the  Commissioner  on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  29,281 ;  of  this  Rs.  9  is 
ma&fi,  Rs.  18  is  remitted  on  account  of  gardens,  leaving  Rs.  29,254  as 
entered  in  Statement  £ :  of  this  Rs.  69  is  temporarily  remitted  on 
account  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate  kh&lisa  demand  is  there-, 
fore  Rs.  29,185.    No  other  remarks  seem  needed. 

Section     289.— The       sanctioned       rates      for      this      circle 

Detailed  aseeasments  of     ^^^    . 
ChakBewAri.                         ^-^  Rs.  A.  ?• 

Chfihi        2  10    0 

Unirrigated. 
Chiknot  and  Narmot  ...    1    6    0 

Magda       ...  *..  •..    1    0    0 

Bhur  ...  ..«.  ...    0  12    0 

The  circle  assessments  «t  these  rates  amount  to  Bs.  22,415:  my 
detailed  assessments,  after  deducting  Rs.  566,  reduced  by  the  Commis- 
sioner on  appeal,  amount  to  Rs.  28,322.  Of  this  sum  Rs.  125  is  assigned 
onma&6  plots,  and  Rs.  17  released  on  gardens,  leaving  Rs.  23,180  as  the 
amount  entered  in  Statement  E.  Of  this  Rs.  1,037  is  assigned  in  istamrar 
and  jagir,  and  Rs.  424  is  temporarily  remitted  on  leases,  R&  204 
on  gardens,  must  also  be  deducted  leaving  as  the  immediate  kh&lisa 
demand  Rs.  21,465.  The  higher  assessment  imposed  on  the  town  of 
Bew&ri  was  the  main  cause  of  this  circle  being  assessed  above  rates. 
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Section  290.— Tlie    standard    sectioned  rates  for    this   circle 
Detailed  eMesemeiLto  of     ^y._ 
ChakMundhi.  *^®  Rs.  A.  P. 

Chihi         ...     2    8    0 

Unirrigated. 

Chiknot  andNarmot  ...  1    6  0 

Magda    ...            ...  ...  1    0  0 

Bhur      ...            ...  ...  0  12  0 

The  asseafiment  at  circW  rates  is  Rs.  24,838.  My  detailed  assess- 
ments amount  to  Rs.  24,925  :  of  this  Rs.  24.  remitted  on  gardens 
and  Rs.  36  on  ma&fi  plots  must  be  deducted,  leaving  Rs.  24,865,  the 
amount  entered  in  Statement  K  Of  this  Ra  910  is  jagir  and  Rs.  75  is 
temporarily  remitted  on  accoimt  of  protective  leases.  The  immediate 
kMlisa  demand  is  therefore  Ra.  23,880.^ 

Section  291. — The  maifis  and  jagfrs  of  Qurgaon  are  compara* 

the  respectable  figure  of  Rs.  44,001  yearly, 
distributed  thus:  Ourgaon  Rs.  12,795,  Rew&ri  Rs.  15,230,  Palwal 
Ra  5,779,  Nuh  Rs.  4,824  and  Firozpur  Rs.  5,378. 

They  were  investigated  under  the  same  authority  as  those  of 
Ddhi,  and  in  very  few  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  refer  to  Qovem- 
xnent  for  orders.  As  entered  in  the  registers  the  grants  are,  it  will  be 
seen  from  the  tabular  statement  given  below,  distributed  thus,  as  regards 
yearly  value— less  than  Rs.  5  — 38  :  between  Rs.  5  and  10  —  28  : 
between  10  and  20  —29 :  between  Rs.  20  and  50  —32  :  between  Rs.  50 
and  100  —12 :  and  above  Rs.  100  —25. 

The  four  transferable  jagirs  held  in  perpetuity  in  Nuh  are  the  villa- 
ges Kangarka,  Mad&rka,  Bharangpur,  and  part  of  the  township  of  T&om 
held  by  the  Eazis  of  that  place.  The  assignment  has  come  down 
hereditarily  from  the  time  of  the  Kings.  Among  the  11  jagirs  held  in 
perpetuity  but  not  transferable  of  more  than  Rs.  100  in  value  mav  be 
mentioned  that  of  Farukhnagar  and  Sewfiri  held  by  Surfiju-din  Haidar, 
son  of  Captain  Mufti  Tafazzal  Hosain  Khfin  ;  and  the  four  viUa^es 
Bur&ni,  Phadairi,  Eutbpuri,  Qurk&wfis,  and  ^  share  of  Kanhauri  held  oy 
the  Saiyids  of  Turkidwfis  in  Rewdri.  The  village  of  Jellfilpur  in  Palwal 
is  held  for  life  by  the  four  sons  of  Nanne  Sing.  In  drawing  up  the  registers 
trouble  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  descriptive  roll  of  some  of  the 
ma&fid&rs,  and  blanks  accordingly  were  left  here  and  there  to  be  filled, 
from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  was  offered  to  the  District  authorities. 
But  the  amounts  concerned  in  the  grants  are  generally  so  small  that  it 
would  hardly  be  worth  while  for  any  one  to  personate  a  life  mafifid&r. 
The  detailed  results  of  the  investigation  may  be  thus  abstracted :  separate 
registers  in  English  and  Urdu  have  been  drawn  up  for  each  tahsu. 

*  NoTX— Fifteen  nlli^s  assessed  in  tahsfls  Nuh  and  Gargaon  were  afterwards 
transferred  to  this  tahsU.  l*he  previous  demand  in  these  was  Rs.  10,464,  the  revenue  rate 
demand  Rs.  1.^,4913,  and  the  present  khdlisa  demand  after  allowing  for  Rs.  565  reduced 
On  appeal  is  Ra.  12,564.  I  had  intended  to  Include  the^  villages  in  their  original  circlea 
on  comparing  the  result  of  the  assessments  and  of  the  rutes  :  hut  this,  I  find^  hA4  QOt 
.been  clone,  as  the  final  figures  were  not  ready  when  I  left  for-  Sngland. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


s| 


s 

Si 

-5- 

09 

2 

!? 

e 

3 

M 

!^ 

s 

1 

«o 

8 

S"*. 

64 

li 

s 

M 

1^ 


4^ 


I  >i 


(     190    ) 


n«Qox 


5     2 


- I 


•P»V)X 


•jod»oj|j  I 


Mn»il 


•l»Mj»a_l 


Tjpaaaj 


*tio«?jn  <^t ' 


-moj,  I 


•infraojijl  I 


•u«AaH  I 


•uottiUno  I 


•i«V>i| 


undsoau  I 


•PM^I^d  I 


TJ^^MaHJ 


*no«&[nt)  I 


VnoL 


•jnd«<mj  |_ 


*ptAH<d  I 


•p?Aa-4  I 


•nov&inf) 


•mox 


•jndzojn  J  ( 


•qtijg  i 


•piMIg«I  I 


•]j^jdaH 


'Qouajno 


n«v)x 


•qn  »t  I 


•I«Al«i  I 


•HfASal 


■ndiuaiP!} 


-3 sr- 


-9- 


J :!. 


1^ 


« 


-5: — 5- 


Q 

^ 

^ 
M 


-jiik^iaiiK 


1^     ^ 

^3     a 


k. 


IT, 


gS 


I 

11  li  I  II  1|  t|i  if 

B'"  Ij*^  3^  B^  "^  o"  o** 

ff  iS  ^  P  fel  CLi 


6' 
Q 


Section  292.— The  assessments  were  generally  well  received  by 

the  people  ;•  most  of  the  villages  which  seemed 

Assessments  how  received     discontented  with  the  new  jam^  appealed, 

and  the  total  number  pf  appeals  was  55,  of 


by  the  people. 
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wlich  31  were  successful.  There  were  most  complaints  against  my  jam&s 
in  the  country  south  of  Bahora,  in  Chak  Farukhnagar,  and  in  the 
extreme  west  of  Rew^ri,  all  being  tracts  possessing  a  goorl  deal  of  very 
bad  Bhur ;  here  many  villages  appealed  and  got  their  jam&s  reduced  :  I 
seem  to  have  fallen  into  the  usual  mistake  of  inexperienced  Settlement 
Officers,  and  not  sufficiently  recognized  the  very  small  profits  obtained 
from  these  very  poor  soils.  Preparations  were  made  for  farming  three 
villages,  but  eventually  all  engaged. 

Section  293. — ^The  new  assessments  came  into  force  in  the  kharif 
The barvesta immediately  ^/^^^T:  except. on  the  lands  protected  by  the 
following  the  introdaction  Agi'a  Canal  and  On  the  well  lands,  where  the 
of  the  new  aesesemente.  wells  Were  worked  by  the  people,  the  harvest 
was  an  absolute  failure.  The  Deputy  Commissioner  wrote  that  four- 
fifths  of  the  district  presented  the  appearance  of  a  barren  desert,  and 
certainly  during  the  short  tour  which  I  was  able  to  make  in  October 
1877 1  passed  through  many  villages  in  which  there  was  absolutely 
nothing  produced.  Going  a  few  miles  further  to  the  north  into  the 
Delhi  distiict,  of  which  I  at  that  time  also  held  charge,  I  soon 
noticed  a  great  difference :  there  some  rain  had  fallen,  and  although 
it  was  poor,  there  was  a  harvest :  in  Qurgaon  there  ordinarily  was 
none.  Even  the  well  lands  gave  but  a  scanty  yield,  owing  to  the 
long  continued  dry  heat,  and  in  many  instances  the  people  unaccustomed 
to  use  their  wells  in  the  kharif  did  not  turn  to  them  until  too  late. 
Rain  fell  early  in  October  1877 ;  and  by  the  aid  of  that  and  of  the  rain 
which  fell  later,  a  large  area  was  sown  for  the  rabi,  but  hot  dry  winds 
prevailed  throughout  February  and  March,  and  the  out-turn  of  the 
narvest  was  very  poor.  In  1878,  up  to  the  end  of  August  there  was 
every  prospect  of  an  abundant  kharif  harvest,  but  then  again  came 
drought,  and  the  out-turn  of  all  the  crops  was  small,  except  that  of 
b^jra,  which  is  the  first  to  ripen,  and  so  was  then  the  furthest  advanced. 
From  the  beginning  of  September  there  was  practically  no  rain  till  the 
end  of  February :  the  result  was  that  except  on  the  lands  watered  from 
canals  and  welJs,  the  rabi  was  very  poor.  The  crops  on  D^hri  lands 
were  very  light,  and  on  the  uninigated  lands  there  was  ordinarily  no 
crop.  The  kharif  of  1879  was,  I  believe,  good,  and  a  good  rabi  is 
I  understand  expected  in  1880,  but  the  western  part  of  the  district 
was  desolated  with  fever  in  the  autumn  of  1879. 

Section  294. — Qurgaon,  and   particularly    the  Meo  portion,    is 

essentially    a   country   of  small    cultivating 

Compariron  of  the  effects    proprietors,  living  partly  on  their  proprietary 

^dror^b"^e"rri    profits,  but  mainly  on  the  wages  of  their  labor 

small cnltiYatingpD)prietor.    procured  in  kind  from  their  own   fields.    An 

increase  or  decrease  of  the  Government  demand, 

even  by  a  large  percentage,  makes  but  comparatively  a  small  change  in 

the  income  of  such  a  proprietor  :  his  average  gross  income  beforehand, 

we  will  suppose,  was  Rs.  120  and  the  renting  value  of  his  holding 

Rs.  40 :  of  this  Rs^  120,  Els.  20  may  be  deducted  on  account  of  expenses 

of  cultivation,  which  he  had  to  meet  in  cash,  and  Bs.  12  was  the 
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Government  assessment.  The  income  left  to  him  for  subsistence  woald 
in  that  case  be  Bs.  88 ;  of  which  all  but  some  Bs.  28  would  represent 
the  wa^es  of  his  labor  and  that  of  his  family.  If  his  assessment  is 
BOW  raised  to  the  full  amount  of  Rs.  20,  or  by  two-tliirds,  his  living 
income  is  reduced  to  Bs.  80*  or  by  only  one-eleventh.  But  suppose 
that  instead  of  an  increase  of  assessment  a  bad  season  falls  on  him 
and  he  only  raises  one-third  of  his  usual  produce,  his  gross  income  is 
reduced  to  Rs.  40,  and  when  he  has  met  the  necessary  expenses  of 
cultivation  and  paid  the  Government  revenue,  even  taking  this  at 
Bs.  12,  his  living  income  falls  to  a  very  narrow  sum  :  much  worse  is  his 
case  in  a  year  like  1877.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  harvests  are 
good,  his  income  expands  in  like  manner.  Such  men  are  necessarily 
exposed  to  great  fluctuations  of  prosperity,  and  unless  they  are  thrifty^ 
and  save  the  surplus  of  good  seasons  to  meet  the  deficit  of  bad  ones,  they 
inevitably  get  into  debt  when  their  crops  fail  If  the  failure  has  been 
severe,  they  must  borrow  to  live,  and  if  the  Government  demands  its 
fixed  cash  assessment  in  addition,  they  must  add  to  their  borrowings  to 
pay  this.  This  absolute  necessity  for  loans  puts  them  at  the  mercy 
of  the  money-lender,  and  the  terms  iK>  which  they  have  to  agree  aore 
commonly  severe  in  the  extreme.  Fortunately  the  policy  of  our 
system  of  a  rigid  cash  demand  has  been  called  in  question,  and  is  now 
under  consideration :  as  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
views  on  the  subject  at  length,  I  shall  only  state  here  my  conviction  that 
when  the  harvests  fail,  as  they  did  in  1877-78,  it  is  unwise  in  the 
interests  of  both  Government  and  people  to  strictly  exact  the  Govern- 
ment demand ;  this  is  more  especially  true  of  the  Meo  tracts  of  Gurgaon, 
where  the  people  are  notoriously  improvident  and  the  population  is 
dense;  but,  as  l  have  elsewhere  stated,  I  am  inclined  to  give  a  much 
wider  range  to  the  principle  of  regulating  the  Government  demand 
with  some  regard  to  the  produce  of  Uie  seasons. 

Section  295.— In  September  1879  I  forwarded  the  Deputy  Com- 
The  working,  of  the  new    missioner  a  Memorandum  in  which  I  gave  at 
aBsesBments  during  1877-78    length  my  reasons  for  holdinfl^  that  one  kbarif  in- 
and  1878-79.  stalment  ought  to  be  suspended ;  my  recommen- 

dations were  supported  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Commissioner, 
but  were  negatived  by  Mr.  Ouseley,  the  Financial  Commissioner,  who 
stated  thi^t  he  could  not  entertain  any  such  general  proposition,  but 
that  cases  where  suspension  was  necessary,  which  would  probably  be 
comparatively  few,  must  be  fully  reported  on  and  submitted  for  orders. 
These  orders  were,  of  course,  obeyed ;  such  villages  as  could  pay,  were 
refused  suspensions,  and,  as  I  had  anticipated,  most  villages  did  pay, 
but,  I  think,  at  a  disproportionate  cost  to  themselves.  As  bad  harvests 
followed  one  another  the  distress  became  very  severe  especially  in  the 
Meo  tracts.  To  the  land  revenue  demand  was  added,  in  1879,  the 
demand  on  account  of  settlement  parcha  fees,  amounting  to  Rs.  94,456 ; 
the  Government  held  that  these  fees  must  be  collected,  even  if  their 
collection  involved  remissions  of  the  land  revenue  There  was  much 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  but  eventually  of  the  uncollected  balances 
Bs.  41,097  was  remitted  and  Bs.  69^6  suspended. 
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I  give  in  the  foUowing  tabte  tho  amount  remitted  in  eadi  aasess- 
nrent  cirde,  and  the  proportion  it  bears  to  the  total  revenue  assessed :— 
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TAhafl. 
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Ohiknot     ..«           •••           ••• 

Maadiklmi            

Limdolia    ..»          ..^          .i* 
Bhoder      •••          •••           ••• 

F&iiahina  ...          ... 

Tbtal       ^. 

8,888 
884 
8,289 
7,116 
4,126 

28,248 

••• 
..• 

••• 

12*84 

1-87 

1609 

10*86 

6*42 

2*32 
8-71 
0*46 
1-26 
6*64 
4*13 
»20 
0-81 
0*70 

1-90 

6*50 
6-42 

*«. 

0*82 

Sobna        •••           ...           •«• 

8ail4ni       

Adjoining  D4har     .•• 
Qnnraoii    ....         <•; 

Bihibi        

Famikhjiagftr         •••           .^^ 
D4hri         ...            ••.           ... 

BfthonL      

KiBva.       ...           ...           ••« 

Total       ... 

468 

674 

49 

477 

1,066 

1,294 

686 

180 

69 

••• 
... 

••• 

.«• 

••• 

••• 

4,796 

••• 
... 

... 

... 

•  •. 
... 

•  a. 

!n4ora 

D4har        

B4ngar      •••          •••          •.. 

Total       ... 

740 

6,861 
6,922 

18,018 

PALWAL 

40 

... 

... 

Seetiat^  296.-*-*£arly  in  1879  a  special  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
BeMit  of  a  special  en-    ^^  ^^^  villages  in  the  Firozpur  valley  was  made 
qjUxjintothedtoamfltaaoea    by  Mr.  Wilson  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
of^cortainTUiagesinFiroa-    Davies,  Commissioner  of  Delhi  Mr.  Wilson  sub- 
^*''  mitted  a  very  full  report,  which  was  reviewed 

by  Colonel  Davies  as  Additional  Financial  Commissioner.  Colonel 
Davies  came  to  the  conclusion  that  bevond  remitting  arrears  of  revenue, 
and  reducing  the  jamas  of. six  villages  by  Rs.  547,  and  of  -one  estate  by 
Rs.  78  for  five  years,  no  other  action  was  necessary.  He  held  that  the 
people,  if  unburdened  with  arrears*  of  revenue  and  favored  bjy  good 
seasonsi  would  be  able  to  pay,  without  difficulty,  the  revenue  which  had 
been  assessed  on  them,  but  that  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  tx>  watch  very  carefully  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
population  in  the  parts  which  had  suffered  most  severely  in  the  late 
drought,  and  not  to  allow  the  enforcement  of  harsh  or  injurious  coercion. 
The  correspondence  was  forwarded  to  the  Lieutenant  Qovernor,  who, 
in  returning  it,  noted  his  concurrence  ih  the  view  of  tlie  Additional 
Financial  Commissioner,  that  the  best  remedy  for  distress  arising  from 
bad  seasons  in  such  tracts  as  the  Landoha  country,  is  to  grant  suspensions 
of  the  revenue  demand,  when  necessary,  and  to  grant  reniissions  for 
prolonged  distress  arising  ftom  a  sacceasion  of  bad  seasons. 

o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


T   r94   ) 

'  'SeiAum  297. — I  luive  not  seen  the  district  since  the  end  of  1877» ' 
but  I  understand  that  the  resources  of  very 
^^^^nmB.tkB  on  the  ^^^^^  villages,  especiaUy  in  the  Meo  trecta,  have 
been  veiy  greatly  crippled  since  I  assessed 
them,  by  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  years  1877-78  and  1878-79.  Provid* 
ed-that  the  district  is  notagain  soon  visited  with  bad  seasons,  I  believe 
that  villages  which  have  not  been  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable  to  cul- 
tivate all  their  lands,  will  recover.  As  I  liave  before  observed,  the 
fluctuations  are  not  idl  on  one  side,  and  in  good  seasons  these  small 
proprietary  communities  flourish  exceedingly.  Men  who  have  in  the 
late  drought  got  deeply  entangled  with  the  money-lender,  and 
-entered  into  obligations  on  onerous  terms,  will  not  be  able  to  easily 
extricate  themselves ;  but  in  their  case  the  mischief  is  done,  and,  for  the 
reasons  before  given,  the  relief  which  would  be  afforded  to  them  by 
any  reduction  of  the  revenue  would  be  comparatively  smalL  If  bad 
reasons  come  again  before  the  district  has  recovered,  the  Government 
will  have  to  exercise  great  liberality  in  the  matter  of  remissions  in 
order  to  avoid  a  permanent  loss.  Since  I  assessed  the  district,  I  have, 
ss  Settlement  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner^  studied  the 
^issesaments  of  many  other  parts  of  the  Punjab ;  and  I  am  of  opinion 
that,  as  compared  with  the  assessments  in  most  of  the  Punjab  proper, 
the  demand  is  a  full  one.  The  Delhi  territory  generally  seems  to  have 
been  always  more  highly  assessed  than  the  Punjab.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  settlement  is  too  high,  provided  that  it  is  properly  worked  with 
a  due  recognition  of  the  efiect  of  bad  seasons  on  the  people.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  should,  I  think,have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  reductions  in  particular  villages,  where  experience 
shows  that  lover-estimated  the  revenue-paying  power  of  the  estates,  or 
where  the  owners  have  been  since  so  crippled  that  they  are  unable  to 
recover  without  such  assistance.  That  with  no  previous  settlement 
experience,  I  should,  in  assessing  1,264  villages,  have  in  some  cases 
fisJlen  into  error,  is  evidently  far  from  the  probable ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
reductions  to  an  extent  that  would  inaterially  affoct  the  result  of  the 
settlement  will  be  needed. 

Instalments  for  the  pay-  BecHou  298. — The  dates  on   which  the 

ment  of  the  revenne.  revenue  becomes  due  are — 

Kharif  harvest.  j  Rabi  harvest. 

ISih  November.        15th  December^  |  15th  May.  ISth  June. 

When  the  assessments  had  been  announced,  1  procured  from  each 
Superintendent  a  statement  showing  for  each  village — 

(a)  the  proportions  in  which  the  revenue  had  hitherto  been 

paid  at  each  harvest ; 

(b)  the  proportional  values  of  the  autumn  and  spring  crops 

grown  in  the  year  of  the  settlement  measurements ; 

(c)  the  proportions  in  which  the  headmen  wished  to  pay ; 

(d)  the  proportions  recommended  by  the  Superintendent 
After  considering  these  figures,  I  passed  orders  as  to  the  future 

instalments  for  each  village,  generally  agreeing  to  the  wishes  of  the 
headmen,  unless  there  seemed  good  reason  to  the  contrary.  The 
proportions  of  the  instalments  vary  exceedingly :    some  hill  villages 
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have  no  spring  crop,  and  pay  all  their  assessment  in  the  khanf ;  while 
some  low-lying  flooded  villages  pay  almost  the  whole  of  their  assessment 
in  the  rabi.      The  following  table  gives  the  general  result : — 
StaUmerU  showing  the  amaufU  of  Gavemmmi  demand  due  on  each  inetalment 
of  1879 /or  each  Asseeement  Circle  of  Gurgaon  District 


ABseasment  Circle. 

Rabi  1879. 

EhABIP  1879. 

•a 

■5 

1 

Ist 

2nd 

t 

let 

2nd 

, 

H 

Instal- 

Instal- 

Instal- 

Instal- 

3 

0 

meat 

ment. 

& 

ment. 

ment. 

5 

Bahora 

6,246 

6,242 

12.487 

4,481 

4,474 

8,955 

21,443 

Pahir  (  HiU  ) 

990 

982 

1,972 

6,170 

6,169 

10,329 

12,301 

Dfthar 

4,903 

4,897 

9.80C 

3,290 

8,286 

6,675 

16,376 

Sohna 

8,076 

8,059 

6,136 

6,583 

6,672 

1.3,166 

19,290 

IB 

Sihi 

2,169 

2,148 

4,307 

6,129 

6,115 

10,244 

14,.^6l 

o 

SaiUni 

6,626 

6,512 

11,038 

6,199 

6,186 

10,385 

21,423 

1 

84bibi 

6,268 

6,260 

10,628 

2,683 

2,669 

5.352 

15,880 

Farrakhnagar 

6,366 

6,345 

12,700 

7,104 

7,091 

14,195 

26,896 

O 

K&iaii 

642 

641 

1,083 

3,640 

8,633 

7,273 

8,356 

Oargaon 

7,722 

7,702 

16,424 

10,611 

10,586 

21,197 

36,621 

Adjoining  Dihar    . . 
Total    .. 

3,173 

3,169 

6,342 

2,062 

2,057 

4,119 

10,461 

46,959 

46,867 

91,816 

66,952 
6,766 

66,827 

1,11,779 

2,03,595 

PilUwas 

8.621 

8,603 

17,224 

6,744 

11,509 

28,733 

PahirCHOl) 

7,647 

7,633 

16.280 

8,982 

8,965 

17,947 

83,227 

Rewiri 

6,976 

6,961 

13,926 

4,208 

4,186 

8,389 

22,316 

Shahjahinpnr 

2,886 

2,884 

6,769 

2,585 

2,583 

6,168 

10,937 

» 

Sihibi 

19,989 

19,962 

39,951 

9,568 

9,540 

19,108 

69,059 

a 

EanaioU 

7,764 

7,768 

15,522 

6,466 

6,461 

10,927 

26,449 

E 

MagdaSalt 

13,851 

13,816 

27.667 

8,611 

8,477 

16,988 

44,665 

p; 

Mondhi 
Transferred  from  Nnh 

6,336 

6,324 

12,660 

6,432 

6,424 

10,856 

23,616 

and  Qnrgaon 

Total    .. 

3,291 

3,286 

6,676 
1,54,576 

2,747 

2,787 

6,484 

12,060 

77,369 

77,216 

53,259 
60,002 

63,117 
69.998 

1,06,376 
1,20,000 

260,951 

BiDgar 

43,336 

43,329 

86.664 

2,06,664 

i 

Bhader 

2,463 

2,449 

4,902 

3,878 

8,875 

7,753 

12,656 

D&har 

4,081 

4,080 

8,161 

4,534 

4,536 

9,070 

17,231 

s 

Kh4dar 

4,047 

4,064 

8,101 

2,059 

2,063 

4,122 

12,223 

s, 

KhIUlar  B^Lngar      .. 
Total    .. 

7  668 

7,672 

16,140 

7,211 
77,684 

7,211 

14,422 

29,562 

61,484 

61,484 

1,22,968 

77,683 
31,746 

1,55,367 

2,78,336 

Bingar 

19,682 

19,629 

89,211 

81,713 

63,469 

1,02,670 

Tioru 

4,698 

4,623 

9,221 

13.667 

13,697 

27,354 

86,576 

1 

D&bar 

28,899 

28,946 

67,845 

27,691 

27,737 

65,428 

1,13,273 

Transferred  from 
Palwal. 

Total    .. 

189 

190 

879 

316 

817 

633 

1,012 

63,268 

68,388 

1,06,666 

73,377 

73,497 

1.46,874 

2,63,530 

Chiknot 

7,405 

7,894 

14,799 

5,372 

6,856 

10,728 

25,527 

i 

Mandikhera 

8,062 

8,041 

16,093 

5,620 

6,604 

11,224 

27,317 

Landoba 

13,306 

18,296 

26,601 

11,956 

11,940 

23,896 

60,497 

M 

Bhader 

9.486 

9,457 

18,943 

14,247 

14,217 

28.464 

47,407 

S 

Ptinah&na 

13,845 

13,796 

27,641 

23,038 

22,982 

46.020 

73,661 

pS 

Transferred  from  Hob 

.    Total    ... 

1,869 

1,364 

2,733 

2,562 

2,667 

5,119 

7,853 

63,463 

63,347 

1.06,810 

62,795 

62,656 

1,25,451 
6^6,847 

2,32,261 

Grand  Total      . . 

2,91^33 

2,91,293 

6,82,826 

3,23,067 

3,22,780 

12,28,673 

o2 
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Section  299.— As  soon  as  the  detailed  vilkge  assessmenta  had  been 
DistilbatioD  of  reTenne     announced,  the  work  of  distributing  Uie  revenue 
on  boidingB.  on  holdings  was  taken  in  band.  The  proprietors 

of  each  villa^  were  called  upon  to  give  in  a  petition  to  the  Superin- 
tendent, setting  forth  the  mode  in  which  thev  wished  to  distribute 
their  revenue.  The  Superintendent  attested  this  petition  by  enquirjr 
from  the  proprietors  presenting  it,  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Settlement 
Officer  for  orders,  with  a  report  stating  the  result  of  his  attestation, 
and  giving  some  account  of  tne  former  mode  of  distribution,  and  the 
present  tenure  of  the  vUlage.  The  Settlement  Officer  upon  this  passed 
orders  fixing  the  mode  in  which  tiie  distribution  was  to  be  made. 
Of  the  1,264  villages  in  the  district,  in  1,127  the  proprietors  were 
unanimous  as  to  the  mode  in  which  their  revenue  should  be  distributed, 
and  in  all  those  cases  the  Settlement  Officer  sanctioned  the  mode 
wished  for  by  them.  Of  the  137  cases  in  which  there  was  a  disnute, 
including  19  in  which  the  proprietors  at  first  agreed  as  to  the  moae  of 
distribution,  but  afterwards  quarrelled,  50  were  referred  to  arbitrators, 
either  chosen  by  the  parties  themselves  or  appointed  by  the  Settlement 
Officer,  and  in  22  of  these  cases  the  Settlement  Officer  accepted  their 
decision,  while  in  the  other  28  cases  he  set  aside  their  decision  and 
•  nimself  fixed  the  mode  of  distribution.  In  most  of  these,  iis  well  as  in 
most  of  the  remaining  87  disputed  cases,  which  be  decided  without 
the  help  of  arbitrators,  the  distribution  was  made  according  to  the  soil 
rates  fized  for  the  village  for  purposes  of  assessment.  This  work  was 
commenced  and  completed  in  the  autumn  of  1877>  so  as  to  be  ready 
in  time  for  the  realization  of  the  Jcharif  instalment.  A  apod  deal  of  9b 
had  to  be  practically  done  over  again  before  the  end  of  settlement  for 
several  reasons.  It  was  done  rather  hurriedly  in  order  that  Qovem- 
ment  might  not  lose  the  advstntage  of  the  increase  of  revenue  in  the 
kharif  instalment  of  1877,  and  there  was  not  time  to  check  it  sufficient* 
ly  before  it  was  first  acted  on.  Many  of  the  village  records  had  not 
been  finally  faired  and  checked,  and  corrections  afterwards  made  in 
the  areas  of  holdings  necessitated  in  many  cases  a  recalculation  of  the 
revenue  distribution.  Orders  had  not  been  passed  as  to  protective 
leases  for  wells,  gardens,  and  revenue-free  assi^ments,  andafierwaids, 
in  some  cases  deductions,  in  some  cases  additions  of  revenue  had  to 
be  made  for  them.  The  people  oflen  had  not  undei^tood  thoroughly 
the  effect  of  the  distribution  at  first  proposed  by  them,  and  in  19  of 
the  villages  in  which  they  had  at  first  agreed  among  themselves  as  to 
the  mode  of  distribution,  disputes  afterwards  arose,  and  were  decided 
by  the  Settlement  Officer  after  full  enquiry,  sometimes  with  the  aid  of 
arbitrators,  and  in  several  cases  after  a  local  investigation  by  the 
Superintendent  The  most  ordinary  form  of  dispute  was  whether 
the  revenue  should  be  distributed  ov^  the  sub-divisions  of  the  village 
according  to  the  traditional  shares  they  represented,  or  according  to  the 
area  and  quality  of  the  land  held  by  each  subr4ivisi6n,  which  was  often, 
found  to  oiffer  very  widely  from  the  share  supposed  to  be  represented* 
In  such  cases,  where  the  village  had  hitherto  paid  by  shares,  and  the 
land  held  did  not  differ  greatiy  from  the  proportion  due  to  the  sbureSa 
the  cnsbnnar^  mode  of  paying  by  Abuses  w«i  adhered  ioi  bat  whine 
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iho  diflbrefioe  itmB  gretli  thd  distribution  ^^as  taftde  acciording  to  tlie 
4reaatid  quality  of  the  land  held  by  each  sub-division  of  the  village, 
the  Settlement  Officer's  village  assessment  rates  beiag  asualiy  adopted  as 
the  basts  oi  the  diatribntion^  As  a  general  rule,  where  the  revenue  was 
d^tribated  by  rates  varying  with  the  quality  of  the  soil,  the  classifi- 
cation of  soils  made  in  the  Settlement  Field  Register  for  assessment 
purposes  was  accepted  by  the  proprietors  as  the  basis  of  their  distribu- 

^  tion  of  revenue ;  but  in  a  vetj  few  cases  they  insisted  on  a  distribution  of 
thnr  own,  the  usual  objection  in  such  cases  to  the  settlement  classification 
being  that  it  did  not  take  sufficient  note  of  the  difl^ent  qualities  of  th» 
water  in  the  weUsi  or  of  the  neuter  difibretices  between  soils  of  one 
fenfiral  quality.  In  not  a  few  cas^s,  individual  proprietors,  when 
tbev  foujMl  how  much  revenue  they  Md  to  pay,  objected  that  their  land 
had  been  classed  as  of  higher  quality  than  it  reMjr  was,  or  that  too 
kvifi  an  arsa  had  been  entered  as  Irrigable  from  their  well  and  assessed 
at  irrigation  rates.  On  enquiry  into  such  oases  it  was  usually  found 
that  either  no  mistake  had  been  made  at  all,  or  that  no  substantial 
injustice  had  been  done,  but  in  some  instances  it  seemed  necessary  to 
alter  the  classification  so  &r  as  it  affected  the  distribution  of  the  revenue 
on  the  fields  complained  about.  Another  cause  of  fierce  dispute  in 
one  or  two  villages  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors,  so  to  dis** 
tribute  the  revenue  as  to  throw  an  unfair  proportion  of  it  on  the  lands 
held  by  hereditary  tenants  paying  only  land  revenue  and  cesses. 
In  suoh  cases  the  reasonable  objections  of  the  hereditary  tenants  were 
attended  to,  and  a  fair  distribution  made  on  all  lands  without  regard  to 

-^  the  status  of   the  occupier,  whether  proprietor  or  tenant,  the  usual 

mode  of  settling  the  dispute,  being  to  take  the  Settlement  Officer's  village 
assessment  rates  as  the  basis  of  the  distribution. 

In  515  villages  the  distribution  was  made  throughout  oft  ancestral 

shares,  without  re^rd  to  the  area  or  quality  of  the  land  held  by  the 

representatives  of  the  shares.    In  89  villages    the  revenue  was   so 

distributed  over  the  sub-divisions    of   the    village,    but    within   the 

sub-divisions  was  made  to  varv  according  to  the  land  comprising  each 

holding.    In    632    villages  tne  distribution   was    made    throughcut 

according  to  the  land  forming  each  holding,  and  in  the   remainitig  2S 

the  distribution  was  so  made  over  the  sub^divisions  of  the  village,  but 

-^khin  the  sub-divisions  was  made^on  shares.    Of  these  660  villages  in 

f  which  the  primary  distribution  was  made  on  the  land,  in   436  au  all- 

I  round  rate  on  the  land  recorded  as  cultivated,  or  on  the  cultivated 

f  and  faSow,  was  adopted ;  and  in  224,  soil-rates,  varying  accordincr  to  the 

^  q^aUty  of  the  soil,  were  made  the  basis  o(  the  distribution.    Of  these 

^^  2ii  cases,  in  6  the  Settlement  Officer's  village  assessi^ent    rates  were 

adopted  by  the  proprietors,  in  73  they  were  imposed  on  them  by  order 

of  tne  Settlement  (Mcer  in  decision  of  a  dispute,  and  in  145  villages 

soil-rates  proposed  by  the  proprietors  themselves,  or  by  arbitrators  or 

the  Superintendent!  were  sanctioned  by  the^Settlesaent  Officer.  It  seems 

that  it  was  not  generally  known  that  the  Settlement  Officer  had  fixed 

aoili-xates  for  aasessment  purposes,  or  no  doubt  those  rates  would  have 

bsan  i^orag^^^j  adopted  by  the  people.    Where  they  themselves 
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fixed  differential  soil-rates,  the  most  usual  modes  of  calculation  were-* 
(1)  to  fix  a  rate  such  as  Rs.  2  or  Be.  1-8-0  per  bigha  on  land  irrigated 
from  wells,  and  spread  the  rest  of  the  assessment  by  an  all-round  rate  on 
the  unirrigated  land,  (2)  to  fix  proportions  at  which  the  rates  should 
fall  ou  the  different  classes  of  land,  such  as  land  irrigated  from  wells 
9  shares,  land  naturally  irrigated  4  shares,  unirrigated  land  2^  shares. 
Very  often  the  Bhur  was  distinguished  from  the  other  soils  by  a  lighter 
rate.  Of  the  660  viUages  in  which  the  distribution  was  made  accord- 
ing to  the  land,  in  507  the  land  held  in  common  (ahdmldt)  was 
exempted  from  distribution,  the  whole  of  the  revenue  being  spread  over 
the  lai^d  owned  separately  by  the  proprietors  ( maqbuza  m&lik&n).  In 
such  cases  the  practice  generally  will  be,  that  the  income  of  the  common 
land  will  be  credited  to  the  land  revenue  of  the  whole  village,  and  the 
remainder  only  levied  propoitionally  on  the  land  owned  separately.  In 
ail  cases  dohti  and  bhonda  tenures,  which  are  in  their  nature  revenue- 
free,  have  been  exempted  in  the  distribution. 

In  some  cases  a  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  distributing  the 
land-revenue  remitted  for  a  term  of  years  on  account  of  a  protective  well- 
lease.  Where  the  revenue  is  distributed  according  to  differential  soil-rates, 
of  course  the  amount  remitted  is  simply  deducted  from  the  amount 
charged  on  the  area  attached  to  the  well ;  but  where  the  distribution  is 
made  by  an  all-round  rate  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the 
soil,  or  is  made  on  shares  without  regard  to  the  land  held,  the 
only  fair  way  is  to  grant  the  remission  to  the  whole  village  by 
an  all-round  rate  or  according  to  shares.  In  all  cases  in  which  protective 
well-leases  have  been  granted,  a  note  has  been  made  in  the  Register  of 
Holdings  (A;^t(;a^  ArWaum)  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  payable  on 
each  holding  for  the  first  year  of  settlement,  and  the  amount  which  will 
be  payable  on  each  holding  on  the  expiry  of  each  well-lease. 

The  file  of  enquiry  into  the  mode  in  which  the  revenue  was  to  be 
distributed  is  preserved  for  each  village  in  the  district  office,  and  a  full 
description  of  the  mode  of  distribution  finally  sanctioned  and  acted 
upon  in  the  record,  is  given  in  section  6  of  the  Village  Administration 
Paper. 

In  the  Administration  Paper  of  1,054  villages,  an  agreement  is 
recorded  that  in  no  case  will  the  mode  of  distribution  of  the  revenue  be 
changed  during  the  currency  of  the  settlement,  and  in  210  it  is  recorded 
that  it  will  not  be  changed  until  all,  or  the  majority  of,  the  proprietors 
agree.  It  seems  probable  that  in  most  of  these  cases  the  people  did  not 
understand  the  full  effect  of  this  a^eement,  and  much  hardship 
may  be  caused  hereafter,  if  it  be  interpreted  to  prohibit  a  re-dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue.  It  should  be  set  aside  where  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  is  satisfied  that  justice  demands  a  re-distribution.  ' 

In  this  process,  as  everywhere  else,  the  tendency  to  progress  firom 
traditional  community  to  individual '  responsibility,  from  status  to 
contract,  is  conspicuous.  In  257  villages,  in  which  formerly  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenue  was  made  according  to  shares  without  regard  to  the 
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jhnd^held,  it  has  now  beei^made  according  to  the  area  and  quality  ef 
the  land  composing  each  holding,  thus  making  the  owner's  individual 
responsibility  correspond  with  his  individual  rights  and  marking  it  off 
more  clearly.    In  only  73  cases  has  the  contrary  change  been  made  from 
a^  distribution  on  land  to  a  distribution  by  shares. 

The  following  statement  shows  in  detail  for  each  tahsil  some  of 
the  fiwts  above  summarised  for  the  whole  district  :— 


Tausil, 


GuTsraon 

Bew^ 

Palwal 

Nuh 

Firozpur 

Total  district. 


-g  .2  -S  o  ^ ' 


^  Q>  ^  R  ^  a 

> 


131 

202 

87 

66 

39 


615 


18 
5. 
10 
32 
24 


89 


1 

2fi. 

2 


M'^  8 .2 

^   3   C   C 


ViUages  included 
in  the  tfvo  previous 
columns  in  which 
the  distribution  on 
the  land  was  b^ 


77 

77 

96 

201 

181 


i 


38 

88* 
377 
133 


m 


m2 


4aB 


I 


40 
102 
10. 
24 
28 


224 


It  will  be  observed  thftt  lO'Rewtof;  where  the  soflg  are  generally  nataraUy  poor,  and  the  well  onlthrmtSon 
is  of  great  importance.  In  no  village  has  an  aU-ronnd  rate  been  adbpted  ;  Qtirgaon  is  the  tahsil  most  nearly 
xeeembling  Rewirl,  and  there  too  the  villages  nsing  soil-rates  are  in  the  majority ;  in  the  other  tahsils  and 
most  markedly  in  PalwaL  and  Noh,  the*  well  caltivation  is  of  minor  importance,  and  the  soils  are  mare 
generally  uniform  in  character,  and  there  the  all-roond  rate  greatly  predominates. 

Section  30O. — The  clause  about  remission  incase  of  submersion  men- 
Conditions  as  ta  remission    tioned   in  para.  212  has  been  entered  in  the 
in  case  of  submersion.  administration  papers  of  97  villages ;  it  will  en- 

able the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  suspend  the  demand  at  once  in 
anticipation  of  final  orders,  but  the  remission  will  have  to  be  reported 
for  orders  in  the  usual'  manner,  as  the  revenue  aflfected  is  on  the  regular 
fixed  rent-EolL. 


\^ 


CHAPTER  YIIL— Miscellaneous. 

Section^  301. — In  the  extract  from  my  revenue^  rate  report  for 
Notice  of  the  arrange-  tahsU  I^rozpur,  para.  10,  it  is  noted  that  the 
ments  made  with  the  respective  rights  of  the  zaminddrs  of  the  Alwar 
m^^e  WoSl!^'  State  and  of  the  Firozpur  tahsfl  to  the  waters 
of  ther  Landoha,  have,  on  previous  occasions, 
foruMd  the  subject  of  correspondence.  For  convenience  of  reference  I 
here  give  a  copy  of  paras.  8  to  13  of  Mr.  Gubbin'a  Settlement  Report  of 
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1836  (AppeindixE  of  statlaiicul  aoconiit  <yfOciTga(m),tmd  ofthe  accom* 
pftnyiiig  majp ;  the  most  important  letters  of  the  eorrespotidence,  which 
terminated  in  this  settlement,  will  be  found  in  the  prmted  correspon- 
dence— Proceedings  of  Qovemment  Punjab,  Foreign  Departmeirt 
No.  1,  of  1877,  forwarded  to  tiie  Settlement  Officer,  Gurgaon,  wr  Tecord 
by  xQommiflsioner  Delhi,  Memo,  of  29th  October  1877. 

a.    Ckmnes  of  the  Lmdohaatiossi  t-^ 

^LmMsadiotixitfeportisa  ptea^oethsbedtodtthiAstrmm.forwliMi  IniiadMitod 
to  Lieatenaat  Western,  Bagine^n  ;  tbewing,  fint,  ite  original  «nd  natoml  oonne  into  the 
Flrbxpar  yallej ;  eeoondlj,  the  coarse  it  took  after  the  re-Goostruction  of  ^e  hnnd  at  its 
'  head  bj  the  anthorities  of  Ulwar,  apd  thirdly,  that  determined  hv  the  recent  orders  of 
CtoTcrnment  in  the  Political  Department,  by  which  the  stream,  after  making  a  circnit 
throagh  a  part  ^  the  Ulwar  tmitoQr,  is  brought  bepk  again  into  this  paiganah  bj  the 
aewij  excarated  canal  near  Nowgontg. 

9.  In  the  sketoh,  A  A  A  A  maxk  the  original  ooQrse  of  the  streaa,  from  the  hiUs  of 
Ulwar  into  Firospur.  When  tamed  l^  the  hand,  near  its  eomce  ( marked  1),  it  then  -^ 
tool^  the  coarse  B  B  B  B,  to  the  bvind  (marked  2)  commonly  called  the  Jaoib  band,  where  \ 
foimerly  its  waters  were  tamed  either  througth  the  elaice  in  this  hand  by  the  coarse  C  C 

into  the  Bamgarh  parganah,  or  along  the  line  of  ooantry  DD  into  the  original  bed  of 
the  Naddee  A  A,  which  enters  Firoapar  parganah  at  a  point  near  Nowgong.  Both 
.the  bonds  Nofi.  1  and  2  were  erected  by  the  Jaatsat  a  distant  period,  when  they  goTemed 
the  entire  sarroandiogcoantry  ;  and  a  packa  slaice  in  the  latt^,  enabled  them  to  regalate 
the  sapply  of  water  to  be  passed  into  either  parganah. 

10.  Bat  when  these  districts  beeame  stlbject  to  separate  and  rival  interests,  the 

former  to  the  Naw&bof  Firospar  and  the  second  to  the  Bajah  of  Ulwar,  the  letter  ! 

aathorities  rebailt  and  strengthened  the  band  No.  1,  while  they  allowed  tiie  second  one  i 

to  go  to  rain.   The  Landoha  stream,  in  cons^aence  for  sereral  years  flowed  ihroagh  the  J 

coarse  B  B  B,  and  along  the  dotted  channel  C  C,  into,  Bamgarh  parganah ;  abandoning  ] 

altogether  the  Ffrozpar  district :  hecaase  the  higher  level  of  the  intertening  ground,  .. 

along  the  Une  D  D,  prevented  the  passage  of  the  water  in  this  direction.  ^ 

11.  By  the  recent  settlement  the  second  band  has  been  restored,  and  a  canal  to 
facilitate  the  passage  of  the  water,  dag  along  the  coarse  D  D.  The  stream,  therefore,  after 
coorsing  down  the  bed  B  B  B,  will  be  tamed  by  the  second  band  into  the  canal  I>  X> ;  and 
rejoining  ita  original  bed  A  A,  near  Kowgong,  flow  on  into  the  Flroipar  valley. 

12.  By  thl3  arrangement,  a  snpply  of  water  has  been  secared  to  this  parganah  in 
seasons  of  abandaot  rain.    It  is,  however,  entirely  dependent  upon  the  mamtenance  of 

.  the  aecond  band,  by  which  the  stream  is  tamed  o£E,  almost  at  a  jight  angle,  towards 
FiroEpor.    Should  this  embankment  be  de^tioyed,  almost  the  whole  body  ci  water  witt 

'  be  carried  by  the  force  of  its  dir^ion  and  the  natural  level  into  the  Bamgarh  narganab. 
Being  of  earth,  it  will  not  only  require  repair  for  several  seasons,  but  it  is  furtner  mueli 
exposed ^o  wilfal  injury ;  and  being  sitoaite  within  the  tenitofy  <^the  Ulwar  Bajah,  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  this  may  be  attempted  by  those  villages  who  have  beeijL  deprived,  by 
its  reconstruction,  of  their  former  supply  of  water.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  both  to 
provide  for  the  common  repairs  being  made  for  some  yeiirs  to  come  and-to  seoare  the  band 
from  being  injured  during  the  rainy  season.  A  guard  should  be  stationed  there,  either  on 
our  part,  or  on  that  of  the  Ulwar  B&J . 

13.  The  supply,  of  water  passed  into  Flrozpur  is  much  diminished  by  a  nnllah 
marked  EBB,  which  branches  oif  from  the  Landoha  at  a  e^ort  distance  before  it  reaches 
the  Jaut  bund  Na  2  ;  its  level  is  some  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  latter  stream  ;  so  that 
when  there  is  little  water  In  the  Landoha,  it  does  no  Injury ;  bat  afi«r  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain,  a  large  portion  of  the  water  that  ought  to  flow  into  Firozpur  escapes  through  it, 
southwards  into  the  Bamgarh  parganah*  »Siis  nnllah  appears  to  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  recent  settlement  of  the  stream.  There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt,  I  conceive,  bat 
that  It  should  be  closed.  I  have  accordingly  adcbessed  the  THwar  Bajah  on  the  subject, 
and  should  he  object  to  comply  with  n^  ce^L^cst^  X  #iaU  j^t  fail  to  bring  the  subject  to 
your  notice  in  a  separate  letter.  '* 

f  VUsaoooMpaarivf  ^  tsh  ire.Z 
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Surly  in  tSTT  t  vi^fced,  ia  o(yniptty  Mth  Hi^r  Oidell,  V.  Q,  PoHU- 
cal  Agemt  of  Alwair,  tlie  variotts  work«  on  the  LandcAa  me&tioiied  in  the 
correspondenoe  of  ISSd,  Md  ^xsmined  4be  iKlJaieent  country ;  and  we 
alsQ  visited  together  aa  embankment  at  a  place  called  Chubar  J^aasai, 
which  had  been  thrown  across  the  main  tributaiy  of  the  Landoha.  We 
^en  recorded,  eeparat^,  tiie  view  we  each  took  of  the  respective 
'rights  df  the  Aiwar  and  fitospnr  people  in  die  stream,  and  sabse<}aently 
we  met  in  conference  with  tbe  Commissioner  at  Delhi,  and  arrived  at 
a  decision,  which  was  sanctioned  in  letter  No.  1639,  dated  1st  Septem- 
iber  1877,  frcMoa  Under-Secretaiy  to  Gk)venuneat,  Ptttgaln  t^  Secretary  to 
Finanoiai  CoounissioBep.  Tbe  vesalta  of  our  joint  visit  and  ef  the  sub- 
9egneiit  arrangement  made,  were  as  follow  :«^ 

1.    Major  Cadell  ordered   the  demolition   of  two   small  earthen 
(embankments,  wSbddi  had  been  thrown  across  the  artiAckl  tatting  D  D 
in  ihemaip  Moompaiiying  Mr.  <Mt>bini'  leport. 

8.  Miyor  CadeU  admitted  Uie  respwsibiiity  of  the  Alwar  state  to 
4Mi«taka  at  its  own  expense  the  embankmeoit  refenred  to  l(y  Mr. 
^Ghibbias  as  tbe  J&t  bi^nd^,  s9  as  ia  all  seasons  to»  prevent  any  portioB 
•<f  the  stueam  pesung  to  the  ea^t  at  that  point 

S.  Major  Cadell  ordered  the  destruction  of  a  small  eaiihen 
'embankment,  which  bad  been  thrown  across  the  stream  immediately 
abovie  the  month  of  the  channel  £  E  £  in  Mr.  Qqbbiue'  map. 

4.  The  treatment  of  tbe  channel  SEE  was  a  point  on  which 
we  were  at  first  un^Ue  to  agree.  We  found  that  tbe  bed  of  this  chan- 
nel mis  now  on  the  same  level  as  that  of  the  main  stream ;  and  that 
there  were  1,534  acres  shown  in  the  Alwar  settlement  records  as  irri- 
gated f  I'om  the  water,  which  here  made  a  detour  to  the  south,  only 
the  surplus  ultimately  reaching  by  another  course  the  Firozpur  tidisu. 
I  at  first  <;onteBded  that  the  entnuice  to  this  channel  should  be 
closed  either  altogether,  or  by  a  masonry  embankment  three  feet  high, 
basing  my  contention  on  the  argument,  that  before  the  decision  of 
the  case  in  1836,  the  Landoha  passed  through  tbe  channel  now  blocked 
by  the  J&t  band  into  the  Rasg^  jhil,  the  overflow  of  which  supplied  the 
Firozpur  tah.^1,  and  that  the  measures  then  sanctioned  were  intended 
to  prevent  the  stream  from  thus  flowing  in  the  direction  of  that  jhfl, 
Bfxa  were  incomplete  without  the  closing  of  the  channel  E  E  E,  which 
was  simply  another  passage  to  the  same  point;  and  that  in  any  case  it 
should  be  so  far  closed  as  to  restore  the  state  of  things  existing  in 
1838,  when  Mr.  Oubbins  wrote  that  its  bed  was  some  feet  above  the 
bed  of  the  main  stream.  Major  Cadell,  on  the  other  hand,  at  first  opposed 
any  such  closure  on  the  ground  of  the  prescriptive  rights  acquired  by 
the  Alwar  villagers.  Finally,  it  was  arranfirea  in  tbe  conference  i^t 
Pelhi  that  the  entrance  to  this  channel  should  be  pajctially  closed  hy  a 
masonry  embankmoit  two  feet  high,  and  that  to  prevent  tlie  bed  of 
the  stream  at  this  point  being  lowered  below  its  present  level,  a  wajl 
of  m^onry  should  oe  sunk  across  it>  at  lA^t  angles^  immediatoly  below 
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the  site  of  this  maaonty  embankment,  so  thai  thB^  top^  of  tiie  wall 
should  be  flush  with  the  present  bed  of  the  stream,  and  that  these ' 
works  should  be  carried  out  at  tiie  cost  of  the  Alwar  State. 

5,  With  reference  to  works  situated  higher  up  the  course  of  the 
stream,,  it  was  ruled  that  no  interference  could  be  attempted  under  the 
principle  laid  down  in  1836,  in  accocdance  with  the  following  recom- 
mendation by  Mr.  Qubbins : — 

**  It  would,  in  my  opinion  allow  the  Alwar  Ba}ah  an  ample  stare  of  the  water,  were  he 
pennitted  to  irrigate  whatever  lands  belonging  to  hun  are  sitaated  higher  np  the  stream' 
than  the  point  where  in  its  natural  coone  it  enten  oar  territories,  obliging  him  at  the- 
Bame  time  to  direct  all  the  water  he  did  not  so  nse  into  its  old  channel  before  it  reached 
OS,  and  not  allowing  him  to  tarn  any  part  uf  the  Naddi  into  the  Tribaini  jhll,  which  iB- 
situate,  as  regards  the  natural  channel,  lower  down  the  stream  than  our  territoiy/* 

ItwiU  be^.  necessary  for  future  Deputy  Commissioners  to  keep 
themselves  assured  that  the  Alwar  zamindirs  are  observing  the  con^ 
ditions  of  the  above  settlement;  owing  to  the  deepening  of  the  channel 
tiierer  is  not  now  much  danger  of  water  passing  to  the  east  at  the  Jat 
band ;  the  main  point  to  be  observed  is,  that  the  agreement  as  to  the 
channel  £  E  £  is  properly  kept ;  a  plan  of  the  works  constructed  was 
sent  to  the  Settlement  Officer,  with  Political  Agent  Alwar^s  letter 
No.  669  of  10th  November  1877,  and  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  Commis- 
eioner's  office  for  record  with  Settlement  Offlcer^s  No.  360  of  4th 
Deeember  1877.  The  works  should  certainly  be  visited  every  year 
shortly  before  the  rains,  and  also  somewhat  later  during  the  rains,  as, 
unlass  this  is  done,  there  will  be  reason  to  fear  that  the  Alw&r  zamin- 
dars,  whose  interests  are  prejudiced  by  the  agreement  now  made,  will  ^ 

endeavour  to  secure  more  than  their  share  of  water,  either  by  an 
embankment  across  the  stream  just  above  the  mouth  of  the  channel' 
E  £  E,  or  by  some  other  means.  The  right  of  making  such  inspection* 
has  been  formally  admitted. 

Section  302.— Up  to  April  1878  the  majority  of  the  embankments 
Treatment  of  the  embank-  detailed  in  pam  15  were  in  the  charge  of  the 
ments  abandoned  by  the  Canal  Department,  but  as  they  were  financially 
Canal  Department,  and  of  the  unprofitable,  the  Government  determined  on 
Sd*Ko5lal1SiSner^'  reirnqmshing  them,  and  leaving  them  to  the- 
people,  who  profited  by  them,  to  keep  them  up 
at  their  own  expense.  In  my  letter  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
No.  370  of  18  th  December  1877, 1  recorded  my  views  as  to  which  works 
it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  up,  if  possible,  and  which  would  probably 
be  abandoned.    I  left  the  distnct  immediately  afterwards,  and  there  i 

is  no  further  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  most  of  the  embankments  ;  -^ 

at  the  time  I  wrote  it  seemed  improbable  that  the  people  would  care  t 

to  keep  up  most  of  the  embankments,  as  many  of  them  either  caused  j 

deposits  of  sand,  or  had  a  tendency  to  turn  salt  the  lands  on  which 
the  water  was  retained ;  but  perhaps  the  late  dry  seasons  may  have 
made  them  more  ready  to  combine  for  their  maintenance,  in  most 
cases  the  initiative  may  be  left  entirely  to  them,  although  the  Dfeputy 
Commissioner  might  well  help  in  effecting  t£e  necessary  combinations. 
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where  several  vilktges  are  interested  in  one  work.  In  the  case  of  two 
sets  of  works,  specud  arrangements  have  been  made,  and  these  will  now 
be  noticed. 

It  was  evidently  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity  to  an*ange  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  works,  which  drain  the  Chandeni  jhil  and  divert 
the  drainage  of  the  Firozpur  valley  from  the  Kotila  jhil,  and  with  the 
^  waters  from  both  these  sources,  which  would  otherwise  have  hopelessly 

swamped  the  Kotila  jhQ,  flood  the  country  round  and  south  of  Ujina. 
The  question  as  to  what  arrangements  should  be  made  was  debated  in  a 
f  correspondence  which  closed  with  letter  from  Secretary  to  Government^ 

'  •  to  Secretary  to  the  Financial  Commissioner,  No.  745  of  16th  June  1879. 

The  arrangements  made  were  briefly  these :  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner of  Gurgaon,  for  the  time  being,  was  given  the  powers  of  a  Divi- 
sional Canal  Ofiicer  in  connection  with  these  works,  by  Government 
Notification  K.  A.  C.  Department,  No.  298  of  15th  March  1879 ;  and 
by  Notification  No.  299  of  the  same  date,  the  land  irrigated  from  these 
works  were  made  chargeable  with  an  occupier's  rate  per  crop  of  Re.  0-6-8 
per  acre,  and  an  owner's  rate  of  Re.  0-3-4  per  acre,  subject  to  the 
usual  provisos  :  and  the  income  from  this  source  and  the  revenue  of 
the  Kotila  jhil  Chak,  which  would  rarely,  if  ever,  be  cultivated,  were 
these  works  allowed  to  decay,  have  been  assigned  to  the  District 
Committee  for  a  term  of  five  years,  on  condition  of  their  maintaining 
existing  works,  and  paying  to  Government  half  the  fluctuating  revenue 
of  the  Chak. 

"^  Section  303. — Para.  10  of  the  extracts  from  the  assessment  report 

Arrangements  made  for  the  of  the  Firozpur  tahsfl  notes  that  I  was  endear 
maintenance  of  certain  em-  vouriug  to  arrange  for  the  maintenance  ofcer- 
bankmenteon  the  Landoha,  ^^^  embankments  on  the  Landoha ;  my  endea- 
vours were  eventually  successful,  and  I  reported  the  result  to  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  in  my  letter  No.  94  of  22nd  March  1877.  The  villages 
interested  in  the  embankments  agreed  that  their  restoration  and  main- 
tenance should  be  undertaken  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  the  neces- 
sary cost  being  charged  to  them  in  proportion  to  the  areas  recorded  in 
the  settlement  measurements  as  flooded  from  the  embankments.''^  The 
sums  then  collected  were  Rs.  539  for  the  repair  of  the  Madapur  and 
Nagli  bimds,  and  Rs.  184  for  the  repair  of  the  Eanmeida  band,  and  the 
I  contributions  of  the  several  villages  were  in  the  following  detail : — 


^ 


Madapur  and  Nagli  bands. 


Rb. 


^                                 Raniala  ...  •..  7..  29 

Raniali  •••  •••  •••  5 

Dugn  •••  •••  •••  3 

Chak  Ahmadbas  •..  ...  ...  4 

*  I  am  obliged  to  utate  this  detail  from  memory,  but  the  original  engagement 
entered  into  wiU  be  in  the  office :  and  I  arranged  that  an  account  of  the  obligation  to 
to  contribate  should  be  giren  in  clanw  3  ol  the  admiaiatration  papers.  ThiB,  I  presume, 
has  been  donie, 
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Madspnr  a&d 

NagU 

bands.— emefttcfedi 

Chak  Kultajpur 
Eherla  Ehurd 

••• 
••• 

•••• 

•  •  • 

4 
7 

Sakras 

••• 
••• 

•  •0 

16 
244 

BahrqHHT 
Malhaka 

••• 

♦  •t 

7 
16 

Nai  Nagla 
BasaiKh&Qzada 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  .. 

21 

19 

Marora 

•  «» 

••t 

»•• 

82 

Jalalpur 
FirozDihar 

•  •• 

••• 

40 
16 

Hadapnr 
Nagti 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

••• 

10 

Konmeida  band. 

«K 

Kanmeida 

•  •• 

••• 

■  •• 

123 

Firozpur 

Hirwari  Bamantheir 

••• 

••• 

•  ••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

6 

41 
14 

The  repairs  of  tbese  embankoients  should  be  looked  to  eveiy  ye^r 
before  the  rains ;  and  ih^  action  of  the  NagU  band  should  be  watched ;  it 
is  admitted  by  all  that  tiie  stream  should  here  be  divided  into  eqmt 
teanches,  and  the  construction  of  the  band  must  be^  if  necessaryi^  alterM 
to  ensure  this  equai  division.  The  embankments  are  only  some  threti 
i^Jm  from  the  tahal,  so  that  it  will  be  perfectly  easy  for  the  Tahsild&r 
io  look  after  them,  and  if  tiie  Madapur  and  Nagli  bands  are  not  kepi  up^ 
the  villages  on  the  eastern  branch  will  be  seriously  inj^ured. 

Section  301. — Notice  also  seems  required  of  a  reference^,  which 

The    diiiposal  ol   the     ^^  made  to  the  Financial  Commissioiier,  in 

income  of  the  smali-poz    couDection  with  the  temple  of  the  goddess  of 

temple  at  Gmgaon.  small-pox  at  Qurgaon,  and  as  the  circumstances 

of  the  case  are  peculiar^  I  shall  relate  them  at  some  length. 

The  image  of  the  goddess  is  reported  to  have  been  originally  J 

enshrined  at   Keshiipur  in    Delhi  district,  was  thence  brought  to  a 

N&thdpur  in  this  district  and*  thence  some  250  years  ago  to  its  present  ] 

seat  at  Gurgaon.  The  income  from  the  offerings  at  tne  temple  was 
formerly  much  smaller  than  at  present :  before  the  rule  of  the  B^gam 
Samru  it  was  about  Bs.  200  per  annum  and  was  enjoyed  by  the  J&t 
owneis  of  the  village  Qui^gaon  without  any  detenaanation  of  shares. 
Under  the  rule  of  the  B6gam,  or  from  about  the  beginning  of  tbe' 
centmy  up  to  1936,  die  received  the  income  of  tile  sfanhe  dnnng  tiie 
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moBtb  of  Chey t,  the  mamtik  iu  which  the  shrine  is  most  frequented, 
while  the  oflbriB|8  ol  the  other  eleven  months  were  received  bv  thef 
samind&rs.  The  income  during  Cheyt  was  about  113.6,000  or  Rs.  7,000» 
during  the  other  eleven  rnoni^  about  Bs.  1,000.  The  oflferings  durine 
the  eleven  months  were  received  by  four  leading  Jits,  who  distributed' 
Ihem  among  the  other  biswad&ra,  but  in  no  determinate  manner,  there 
having  up  to  that  time  arisen  no  disputes.  In  1836  the  village  of 
Ottfgaon  with  the  rest  of  the  Jharsa  pariah  lapsed  to  the  British 
Qovernment,  and  as  this  decided  on  relinquishing  aU  claims  to  a  share 
in  the  inoome  from  these  offerin^is,  the  Qurgaon  nmiudlirs  obtained 
possessioa  of  the  whole  inoome  of  the  temple.  For  three  years  the 
practice  was  to  pay  out  of  this  income  the  revenue  assessed  on  the 
three  villages  belonging  to  the  owners  of  Gurffaon  i  «.,  Tikampur, 
laayatpur  and  Quigaon,  the  balance  being  used  in  discharge  of  the 
ttttlba  or  village  expenses.  In  the  administration  paper  of  tibe  settle' 
ment  record  prepared  in  1889,  it  was  provided  that  the  revenue 
assessed  on  the  estate  should*  in  the  first  instance,  be  paid  out  of  the 
temple  offering,  and  if  these  were  insufficient,  then  tne  balance  due 
would  be  distributed  on  the  owners  according  to  the  distribution  o£ 
(he  Khe  wat ;  and  that  if  the  inoome  exceeded  the  revenue  due»  then  after 
paying  any  loss  en  the  revenue  (t.  e,^  apparently  deficiency  between 
the  rente  received  from  tenants  and  the  revenue  due )  of  Tilaunpur 
aad  payment  of  the  village  expenses^  the  bsJance  should  be  kept  in 
deposit  with  some  trustworthv  banker  until  the  next  year,  there  being 
no  custom  of  dividing  it  At  that  time  the  income  was  not  on  the 
ftferage  mare  than  sufficient  to  pa^  the  revenue  and  village  expenses. 
!a  1840  this  clause  of  the  admmistration  paper  was  disallowed,  and 
it  was  ruled  that  the  Oovemment  had  nothing  to  do  with  tbte  income, 
and  that  the  revenue  should  be  taken  on  we  land ;  and  Uiereupon 
the  Jit  owners  came  into  full  possession  of  the  offerings.  The 
income  then  was  divided  first  into  twelve  equal  shares  according  to 
the  number  of  the  headmen;  and  secondly,  each  headman  divided  this 
twelfth  share  equally  among  the  men  of  his  thok  or  sub-division, 
reserving  a  double  share  for  himseUl  This  practice  remained  in  force 
some  thirty  years  without  any  dispute  arising;  but  after  the  dismissal 
from  his  post  of  Jamna,  one  of  the  headmen,  dissensions  commenced, 
and  final^  in  1872  a  suit  was  brought  by  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
village  to  establish  his  right  to  ith  part  of  the  income.    In  his 

judgment  dated  31st  December  1873,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  dis- 
missing the  suit  wrote  as  follows :  -^ 

<atlilakiti8pfov«dlMraUfliswitneai88  prodsoed  by  plaintiff  that  from  IS40  tmta 
lifo  years  ago,  whea  dividing  the  psooeeda  among  samindAie  was  pat  a  stop  to,  the 
ino(nne  of  this  temple  has  been  appropriated  to  the  private  uses  of  the  shareholders  in  tha 
Tillage.  Is  this  enough  to  anthonse  a  C^vil  Court  to  decree  for  the  future  the  distribution 
o(  this  inoome  aa  a  matter  ol  right  f  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not.  Hie  most  that  is 
ffiwedis,  that  the  amind&n  have  been  aoeostomed  sinoe  1840  todivide  the  proceeds,  bnt 
ws  custom  goes  baok  only  to  1840,  it  is  not  enough  to  confer  a  right  such  aa  a  Court  of 
Justgoe  oould  decree.  It  is  admitted  fliat  the  custom  did  not  exist  before  1840.  When 
the  sam£ndAn  began  to  divide  the  temple  ofllBiiags  among  tfaemselvei,  there  was  nothinjr 
m  their  positioii  as  samindte  giving  them  aoj  claim  to  reoeivetbat  offering.  Anybody 
else  haa  an  e%usl  right  tQ  them,  sad  thc^  hav^besa  in  the  wroagfal  eDJ<ment  ot  them 
everiinco,  ^  •'  a  a''  #  ^ 
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"  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  stipttlation  in  the  Wajibnlarz  was  not 
allowed.  Bat  that  hardly  adTances  plaintiff^s  olaim.  Goyemment  merely  withdrew 
entirely  from  the  business  and  left  the  zamfndirs  to  arrange  the  matter  themselves,  and 
would  pass  no  order  on  the  subject.  The  zamlnd&rs  instead  of  coming  to  any  arrange- 
ment as  to  the  purposes  to  which  the  money  was  to  be  devoted,  put  it  in  their  own 
puckets.  There  may  have  been  no  interference  with  their  doing  so,  but  that  does  not 
enable  a  Civil  Court  to  decree  their  right  to  do  so.  They  may  do  so  still,  as  far  as  the 
Civil  Courts  are  concerned,  but  I  think  the  Civil  Courts  cannot  recognize  their  right.  They 
mast  prove  some  inherent  nnd  essential  right  in  themselves,  and  not  merely  that  others 
have  not  asserted  any  right.  *  *  *  I  am  of  opinion  then  Uiat  the 

custom  of  dividing  the  proceeds  is  not  old  enough  and  not  continuous  enough  to  enable 
the  Civil  Courts  to  decree  it  as  a  right,  and  that  it  is  not  for  the  Civil  Court  in  the  present 
suit  to  decide  in  what  way  the  income  should  be  spent.  As  far  as  the  present  decision 
goes,  the  samindars  may  come  to  any  arrangement  they  can  agree  to,  as  to  the  object  on 
which  the  income  may  be  expended,  but  it  refuses  to  decree  to  them  the  right  of  appro- 
priating it  to  their  own  use.  •••♦•• 

Against  this  order  of  the  Deputy  Commissioner  the  plaintiffs 
appealed  to  the  Commbsioner,  who,  in  upholding  the  judgment  of  the 
Deputy  Commissioner,  wrote  as  follows : — 

'*  In  the  opinion  of  thia  Court  the  order  of  the  first  Court  is  correct  so  far  as  to 
decline  to  give  definite  decree  declaratory  of  right  in  this  case.  Strictly  speaking,  the 
plaintiff  and  other  proprietors  of  Gurgaon  have  no  title.  The  income  belonged  to 
B^gam  Samrii,  and,  with,  her  estate,  became  the  property  of  the  British  Crown.  In  1840 
the  Qovernment  relinquished  its  claim  without  deciding  whose  the  property  was,  and 
since  then  the  proprietary  body  have  enjoyed  it  and  may  be  said  to  have  acquired  some 
right  by  prescription.  Bat  the  claim  of  Government  cannot  be  said  to  be  extinct,  however 
unwilling  it  may  be  to  take  up  such  a  property  for  its  own  uses.  But  it  may  see  reason 
for  the  public  good  to  interfere  in  some  way  or  another,  and  this  Court  cannot  decree  a  right 
until  the  period  of  limitation  for  Government  suits,  namely  sixty  years,  has  expi^d. 
The  matter  will  probably  be  fully  discussed  during  the  current  Settlement  operations.'* 

This  decision  was  not  appealed  from  ;  the  proceeds  of  the  temple 
offerings  contlDued  to  be  paid  into  different  bankers,  while  the  only 
expenditure  allowed  from  the  deposit  was,  notwithstanding  the  orders 
of  Government,  the  land  revenue  of  the  villages  of  Gurgaon,  Tikampur 
and  Inayatpur,  and  the  ordinaiy  village  expenses.  The  average  annual 
income  for  the  five  years  1872  to  1876  is  said  to  have  been  fo- 19,517, 
while  the  revenue  assessed  on  the  three  villages  exclusive  of  cesses 
wab  only  Rs.  7,528. 

The  Settlement  OflScer  in  his  letter  No.  39  of  25th  January 
1879,  reported  all  the  above  facts,  and  asked  for  instructions  on 
the  following  points :  ( 1 )  should  any  mention  of  the  Masaoi  and  its 
income  be  made  in  the  village  administration  .paper,  and  (  2  )  should 
any  further  proceedings  be  taken  in  the  Settlement  Department  regard- 
ing the  dispute  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  income  ;  and  he  further 
stated  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  village  of  Gurgaon  if  the  following 
points  could  be  decided.  (  1 )  Does  Government  claim  any  share  of  the 
income  of  the  Masani  ?  (  2  )  Can  Government  interfere  and  arrange  for  the 
disposal  of  the  income  ?  (  3  )  If  all  parties  interested  execute  an  agree- 
ment to  refer  the  dispute  to  arbitration  under  Section  523  of  the  Civil 
Procedure  Code,  can  the  matter  be  satisfactorily  settled  in  that  way  ? 
(  4 )  If  all  parties  do  not  agree,  how  can  the  dispute  be  settled  ?  On 
this  reference  the  Financial  Commissioner,  in  his  Secretary's  letter  No. 
1195  S.  of  28th  February  1879,  ruled,  that  as  the  zaminddrs  did  in 
fact  pay  the  revenue  out  of  the  temple  offerings,  which  they  re- 
garded as  part  of  the  shamil&t  income  of  the  estate^  the  fact  ought  to  be 
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mentioned  in  the  administration  paper,  not  as  a  matter  of  agreement, 
but  simply  as  the  present  practice;  with  notes  to  the  effect,  firstly,  tiiat- 
owing  to  disputes  among  the  zamind£rs,  the  surplus  of  late  years  has  not 
been  divided,  and  is  in  deposit  with  their  bankers,  and  secondly,  that 
the  arrangement  by  which  the  revenue  is  paid  from  the  offerings  i& 
a  private  arrangement  of  the  zamind&rs,  with  which  Government  haa 
nothing  to  do ;  that  the  Qovemment,  as  in  other  estates,  looks  to  the 
land  for  its  revenue,  and  in  case  of  balance  will  proceed  against  the 
land,  and  that  accordingly  the  revenue  assessed  has  been  distributed 
on  the  land  as  shown  in  the  khewat.  The  Financial  Commissioner 
also  held  that  it  was  not  advisable  that  further  action  should 
be  taken  in  the  Settlement  Department  to  induce  the  zamind&rs  to 
come  to  an  agreement  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  income.  He 
held  that  it  was  tslear  that  the  Government  does  not  claim  any  share 
of  the  income  of  the  Masani,  for  he  continued,  "  the  records  of  the 
Government  North-Western  Provinces  show  that  that  Government 
in  1844,  formally  decided  to  relinquish  its  claim  to  that  part  of  the 
oSering  which  the  Bdgam  Samru  used  to  take  when  she  held  the  country 
in  j&gir.  There  is  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Government 
wiU  revise  its  policy  and  claim  a  share  in  the  offerings" 

*'As  to  the  Settlement  Officer's  three  remaining  questions,  Mr. 
Lyall  thinks  it  clear  that  Government  cannot  interfere  executively 
and  arrange  for  the  disposal  of  the  income,  and  that  if  the  parties 
interested  do  not  agree  to  arbitration,  the  dispute  can  only  be  settled 
by  private  agreement  or  by  civil  suit.  If  a  suit  is  brought,  the 
plaintiffs  might,  as  the  Settlement  Officer  suggests,  make  the  Govern- 
ment co-defendant.  This  onlj'^  seems  necessary  with  reference  to 
the  Commissioner's  judgment  in  appeal  from  the  Deputy  Commissioner's 
judgment  of  1373,  which  might  make  it  difficult  for  a  Subordinate 
Court  to  deal  with  the  case  until  Government  had  been  made  defen- 
dant and  repudiated  a  claim, " 

Action  has  been  taken  in  accordance  with  the  directions  given 
above.  The  zamind&rs  at  first  appeared  likely  to  refer  the  matter 
to  arbitration,  but  the  pacific  tendency  gave  way  to  the  normal 
turbulence  and  factiousness  of  the  lambarddrs  among  themselves,  so 
that  the  dispute  stands  still  where  it  did.  An  entry,  however,  has  been 
made  in  the  administration  paper  to  the  following  effect :  — 

<*  In  thig  villa^  there  is  m  temple  called  the  *  Masani  Shrine*  and  in  it  Hindna 
celebrate  the  worship  of  *  Bitala '  and  YOtive  offerings  are  made  in  coin  and  grain. 
These  offerings  are  made  especially  in  the  month  Cheyt.  In  the  month  Phagnn,  before 
the  great  day  of  Holi,  the  samindirs  sell  the  right  of  collecting  these  offerings  for  the  year 
to  contraoton,  and  some  respectable  mon^-lender  becomes  surety  for  the  due  payment 
of  .the  contract  money.  The  necessary  repairs  of  the  elevated  platform  and  walls  of  the 
shrine  are  defrayed  from  the  income.  ♦  •  *  *  ♦  • 

There  is  no  other  miscellaneous  income  besides  the  offerings  of  the  Masani  Shrine. 
Out  of  the  contract  money  realized  for  these  wepay  the  Government  revenue  for  this 
village,  and  Tikampur  and  Inayatpur  as  they  all  belong  to  us,  Jits,  and  the  balance  then ' 
remaiiningjs  deposited  with  a  money-lender.    Since  1872,  by  reason  of  the  disputes  among/* 
themselres  as  to  our  fespeciive  scares,  this  sorploB  has  not  been  divided,  '^ 
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It  is,  pevbMS,  wortk  Mtiog  that  in  June  I87d^  i.  e.,  alknoBt  direcUy 
aftir  the  namUkdin  had  heen  told  what  was  going  to  be  pat  in  the 
SettleflBent  Record,  Bij4  Sii^  one  of  the  pioiirietors,  bfongfat  a  suit  in 
one  of  the  Diatrict  Ooorts  for  a  declaratory  decree  as  to  hia  right  to  Ifh 
share  of  the  Hasani  offeringR.  The  IhLtra  Assistant,  however,  dismissed' 
his  suit  on  the  gronnds  that  t  — 

L  This  monejr  hehvngs  toall  the  samfad^rs  of  the  TUhige,  and 
not  merely  to  aome,  as  the  plaintiff  aUleges ;  for  ii  only  IS- 
shares  aie  tnade  maay  psoprietois  will  obvionsLy  get 
nothing* 

2.  In  the  wajibuUM  qf  (k$  new  $itUemeni  U  is  recorded  tha* 
th^ne  is  no  eondition  of  division  in  twelve  shares,  indeed  it 
is  written  that  the  money  will  be  divided  acoot^og  to  the 
practice  of  the  viUage»  on  mittuiil  agreement 

*     8uti(^  SO&**As  already  notioed,  the  manufiu^ore  of  salt  by  evafxmir 
Aiiiiiiiiniii  of   Bakiai    tion  6om  brine  raised  frotawells  is  carried  oaia 
cesB  on  tlw  oat  maiinlac*    two  distinct  parts  of  the  district,  (a)  the^  Noh  . 
tnras.  or  Salambha  salt  circle  near  Nnh,  (6)  the  Sul- 

Umpor  cirde  near  Farrakhns^.  Whether  this  manafiictiLre  should  or 
should  not  be  subject  to  taxation  of  the  nature  of  land  revenue  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  sslt  dutjr,  and  what  form  this  additional  taxation 
should  take,  are  questions  which  have  more  than  once  been  debated,  and 
on  which  different  views  have  at  different  times  prevailed.  At  the 
settlement  of  parganah  Jharsa  in  1836,  the  Gtovemment  decided  to 
abandon  its  daim  to  the  share  formerly  taken  by  the  B^am  Samru  of 
the  produce  of  the  salt  manufactured  m  the  three  villages  of  the  Sul- 
tinpur  circle  (Mahmadpur,  Saidpur,  Sadhrana  and  Hamirpur)^  which 
were  then  British  territory ;  ana  in  the  Nuh  or  Salambha  circle,  the 
salt  pans  were  included  in  the  settlement  of  the  estates,  within  which 
they  were  situated  and  were  assessed  at  the  rates  used  for  irrigated  land. 
When  the  territories  belonging  to  the  Naw&bs  of  Jhajjar  and 
Farrakhoagar  were  annexed  after  the  events  of  1857,  it  was  found  ihat 
both  those  rulers  took  from  the  salt  manu&cturers  a  certain  share  of 
the  salt  produced,  which  was  known  as  the  Hakimi  Hissa,  or  ruler's 
share;  and  the  question  or  maintaining  or  abolishing  this  cess  was 
debated  in  a  long  correspondence.  At  first  it  was  rulc^  in  Secretary  to 
Government's  letter  No.  1948  of  SOth  December  1860,  that  the  oess^ 
should  be  abolished ;  but  subsequently,  on  the  representations  of  Messrs. 
Oust  and  A.  A.  Roberts  who  had  visited  the  works,  ike  operation  of 
this  order  was  suspended.  The  Customs  Officers  did  not,  however,  cease 
their  opposition  to  this  cess,  which,  the^  maintained,  unduly  weighted 
the  works  subject  to  it  in  their  competition  with  the  other  salt  sources ; 
they  argued  that  the  n^aintena^ce  of  two  different  systems  of  treating 
salt  works  in  such  dose  proximity  was  anomalous,  and  that  the  abolition 
of  the  cess  would  lead  to  an  increased  manufiictnre,  and  consequently  to  , 
an  increased  income  from  the  ordinary  excise  chity  on  satk,  whi<^ 
ygciM  moBs  than  recoap  OeYetDBMit  lor  the  loss  of  the  oess,  On  the 
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titiieT  side  ii  was  afgtied  that  the  ordinary  eitcise  was  a  duty  oh  tlief. 
consumer  levied  on  all  salt,  whether  produced  in  foreign  or  in  British' 
territory,  and  that  in  addition  to  this,  the  Government  was  entitled  by 
Immemorial  custom  to  a  share  of  all  the  produce  of  the  land  in  eve^ 
estate,  and  in  the  case  of  salt  works  the  most  convenient   method  of 
taking  this  share  was  the  Hakimi  cess,  and  that  the    abandonment 
by  the  State  of  the  income  from   this  source  would  benefit  not  the 
public,  but  the  owners  of  the  land,  who  Would  assuredly  appropriate 
the  income  thus  relinquished.    It  was  not  until  1869  that  final  orders 
were  passed,  maintaining  the  cess,  and  fixittg  it  at  definite  rates  varying 
in  different  estates  according  bo  the  quality   of  the  salt  produced;  it 
was  at  the  satme  time  or  iered  that  the  old  system  of  leasing  out  the* 
edss  to  a  contractor  should  be  discontinued,  as  it  was  found  that  it  led 
to  undue  interference  with  the  manufacturers. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  settlemetit,  orc(ers  were 
lieceived  from  the  Financial  Commissioner  that  the  same  system  was 
to  be  introduced  into  the  other  salt  producing  villages,  that  the  rates 
to  be  paid  by  the  several  descriptions  of  salt  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Customs  Department  in  concert  with  the  Settlement  Officer,  and  that  it 
should  then  be  decided  what  share  belonged  to  the  Government  and 
what  to  the  proprietors  of  the  estate.  In  accordance  with  these  orders^ 
after  communicating  with  the  Customs  Officers,  I  reported  on  the  matter 
at  length  in  my  letter  No.  38a  of  ^th  December  1877,  *  and  final 
orders  were  passed  in  letter  from  Secretary  to  Government,  to  Secretary 
to  Financial  Commissioner,  No.  125  of  5th  F'ebruary  1879.  It  will  be 
sufficient  to  state  here  the  result  of  those  orders. 

J'ir«^.— As  Regards  the  villages  already  assessed  to  Hakimi  cfess.    trL' 
these  the  rates  which  I  found  in  existence  were  as  follows : — 

First  cflass  villages,  Sultanpfur,  Mubarakpur,  Sarbasirpur.    Bate  of 

cess  Re.  0-l->9  per  maund. 
Second  class  village,  Ikbalpur.    Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-1-0  per  maund. 
Third  class  village,   Kaliawas.    Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-^  per  maund; 
These  rates  it  was  decided  to  miaintain  unaltered. 

In  these  villages  it  had  been  arrsLnged  in  the  sumtmiry  settlement 
of  the  Badli  parganah,  to  which  they  belonged,  that  a  certain  percentage* 
of  the  collections  should  be  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  estates,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  proprietary  rights  in  the  lands  occupied  by  the  salt 
mns.  In  the'  case  of  lands  that  had  been  long  devoted  to  the  manu-* 
ntctare,  the  rate  was  to  be  5  per  cent.,  and  in  the  ease  of  lands  newly' 
taken  up  12  per  cent.  The  12  per  cent,  rule  had  never  been  acted  on,' 
«s  no  new  lands  had  been  taken  up ;  and  as  the  consent  of  the  proprie-* 
tors  would  be  necessary  before  their  lands  could  be  thus  occupied,  it 
seemed  unnecessary  to  retain  this  provision,  which,  if  acted  upon, 
would  have  complicated  the  accounts  very  considerably.    The  5   per 

*  I  note  for  the  guidance  of  oi&cera  who  may,  in  future,  require  to  refer  to  this 
eonespondenoe,  that  it  was  printed  in  Proceedings  Pnnjiab  GoTemment  No.  1  of  Augusfr 
1S7S  B.  A,  0.  DepMrtmen^  and  that  a  copy  wm  lent  to  the  Settlement  Officer  for  i<ecord^ 
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I  cent,  allowanoe  hftd  been  paid  ( but  at  Irregular  interrala  )  to  ibe  pro* 

I  prietors  of  the  villages,  exoept  Sarbasirpur  which  ia  owned  by  Ooveru^ 

lueii^,  and  bad  been  divided  by  them  in  ditferent  ways  according  to  the 

!  custom  of  each  estate.     The  final  orders  of  Oovemuient  sanctioned  the 

;  proposal  to  continue  the  refund  of  a  percentage  of  the  collections  fixed 

for  the  future  at  the  uniform  rate  of  5  per  cent,  and  directed  that  tha 

.  amounts  thus  due  should  be  paid  annually  by  the  Deputy  Commis<« 

sioner.    It  was  also  arranged  that  the  owners  of  the  wells  and  pans, 

when  not  also  the  owners  of  the  soil,  should   no  longer  be  recorded  as 

tenants-at-will  or  occupancy  tenants,  but  be  entered  in  the  ooluma 

which  shows  the  occupancy  or  tenancy  of  the  land  as  "  owner  of  the 

well"  or  *-  owner  of  the  pan."  This  change  was  advisable,  as  these  men 

j  dearly  held  under  a  tenure  very  different  from  that  of  an  ordinary 

j  tenancy  ;  they  had  always  exercised  the  right  of  transfer,  and  had  paid 

no  rent,  except  the  Hakimi  cess.     They  are  not  indeed  in  most  cases 

the  owners  of  the  soil  occupied  by  the  works,  and  have  therefore  not 

participated  in  the  allowance  from  the  Hakimi  cess  ;  but  there  can  be 

no  doubt  that  the^  possess  full  rights  over  the  w.lls  and  pans,  as  long> 

as  these  remain  m  existence.      As   these  villages   were  under  First 

Begular  Settlement,  it  was^  within  my  power,  as  Settlement  Officer,  to 

thus  amend  the  entries. 

Seeondly, — As  regards  the  villages  of  the  Sultanpur  circle  noi 
hitherto  subject  to  the  Hakimi  cess.     These  are  three  in  number,  Said- 
pur-Mahmudpur,  Sadhrana,  and  Hamirpur.     When  these  villages  were 
in  the  Begum  Samru's  j^gir,  she  collected  half-an-anna  per  maund  oa 
the  salt,  when  manufactured,  and  also  from  Rs.  10  to  Rs.  29  on  every 
1^.  100  realised  by  its  sale  ;  when  the  British  Qovernment  abandoned 
its  claim  to  this  income,  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
estates,  who  have  since,  while  exempt  from  assessment  to  Government 
oa  account  of  their  salt  lands,  been  levying  dues  from  the  salt  manufac- 
turers, fixed  either  as  lump  sum  rents,  or  as  percentages,  varying  in 
dififerent  works,  on  the  value  of  the  salt  sold.    These  rates  were  not, 
however,  liable  to  vary  at  the  mere  will  of  the  proprietors  of  the  estate, 
but  were  fixed  in  the  administration  paper.     In  these  estates  the  rate 
of  Hakimi  cess  has  been   fixed   with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the 
salt  and  to  the  rates  levied  in  the  adjoining  Sultanpur  circle  villages, 
at  Re  0-1-3  per  maund  ;  the  amount  pai  i  on  this  account  by  the  salt 
manufacturers  will  not,  it  is  estimated,  differ  to  any  great  extent,  fron^. 
that  formerly  paid  to   the  village  proprietors.    These  will  no  loi^r 
levy  any  dues  from  the  salt  manu&ctuiers,  but  th&y  will  be  allowe4. 
60   per  cent   of    Hakimi  cess  collections;  in   the  other  Sultanpui: 
<drcle  villages,  the  proprietors. of  the  soil  have  never  received  from  the 
saltpans  more  than  a  compensatory  allowance,  but  in  these  village^ 
the  land  owners  have  since  the  regwilar  settlement  been. in  the  enjoy-^ 
Qient  of  the  full  rent  of  their  lands,  and  although   the  Qovernment  isb 
entitled  under  the  ordinary  rule  of  assessment  tO;  claio;^  half  of  thig|» 
income,  yet  it  could  not  justly  take  a  larger  share.    The  difference  in  the 
hiatpry  of  the  jH^opeirtie^  thus  accounts  for  the  enormous  diflt^.tence  iit 
the  peroM^tageaUowed  ia  the^  i¥f^  aetstof  immediatQlj&ocatjgttoaftflatatfi^ 
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The  long  abandoxtment  of  the  Government  claim  undoubtedly  macl^ 
the  treatment  of  these  esiAies  somewhat  difficult,  and  there  was  some 
discussion  as  to  the  character  of  the  arrangement  which  should  be 
introduced.  The  allowance  will,  as  in  the  other  villagas,  be  paid  annually 
by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  the  village  proprietors. 

Thirdly. — As  regards  the  salt  producing  villages  of  the  Salambha  of 
Nofa  circle  The  lands  occupied  by  the  s^t  pans  have  heretofore  been 
treated  as  ordinary  irrigated  lands,  were  assessed  at  last  settlement  at 
irrigated  rates,  and  have  been  included  by  the  people  in  the  biichh  ot 
distribution  of  assessment  over  holdings.  They  have  now  been  excluded 
from  the  assessment  and  the  bichh ;  and  Hakimi  cess  has  been  imposed 
ftt  the  following  rates  :-^ 

First  class  villages;  Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-4  )  Malab,         Fazilpuf, 
parmaund  •   )      Kherla,  Adbar.^ 

Second  class  villages.  Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-2  )  Bai,  Nuh,  Dundaheri 
permaund  J        Salaheri^  XJntka. 

Third  class  villages.  Rate  of  cess  Re.  0-0-1  1  FrrQ^nur 
permaund         •••         •••         •••         •••  J 

No  allowances  out  of  the  collections  will  be  made  in  this  circle : 
the  pans  and  wells  belong  to,  and  are  worked  by,  the  owners  Of  the 
village  lands  on  which  they  are  situated,  and  therefore  no  compensa^ 
tory  allowance  for  proprietary  rights  is  required ;  nor  do  the  rates  re-^ 
present  more  than  that  half  share  of  the  net  produce  to  which  the 
Qove^ment  is  entitled.  The  rates,  it  will  be  observed,  are  much  lower 
than  those  in  the  Sultanpur  circle,  but  the  salt  manufactured  in  the 
Salambha  villages  is  inferior,  and  the  facilities  of  railway  carriage  lately 
gained  by  the  Sultanpur  villages  do  not  here  exist :  the  future  of  the 
manufacture  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  uncertain ;  and  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  should,  I  think,  watch  its  history,  and,  if  necessaiy; 
recommend  the  abolition  or  reduction  even  of  these  low  rates.  If, 
however,  the  manufacture  so  far  decays  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  eveii 
.  these  rates,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  will  in  any  case  survive. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  had  been,  when  t  fixed  the  cess,  a  revival  in 
the  trade,  which,  if  I  could  have  regarded  it  as  permanent,  would  have 
justified  the  imposition  of  higher  rates,  and  it  may  be  that  the  salt  wiU 
be  able  to  maintain  a  better  place  in  the  market  than  was  anticipate<l 

Section  306. — Some  time  early  in  the  century,  probably  sonii 

after  the  annexation  of  1803,  the  lands  which 

OiS^suSS!"'"^  nowformtheMouzahofHiddyatpurChhaoni 

were  taken  from  the  adjoining  estates  of 
Gkffgaon  and  Jharsa,  in  order  to  form  the  site  of  a  Military  Canton- 
*  OMit*  Afterwurds,  when  the  troops  were  rem^oved  from  Gkirgaon,  thos# 
lands,*  whicfr  were  no  longer  required  for  caatontnent  pufrp)ses,  weMi 
OTlginally  leased  out  to  cultivators;  and  su'bseq^ently  were  given  a^^nhiy 
hx  pre^etary  fight  Thia  portion  of  the  Afouzah  ms*  been  treated  aa 
i^si^Mie  Maiitt'ortfsta^  and  hM  beeft  sotttd^  irttltf  the  c^wtt^M^  14 
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)^he  ordinary  manner.  The  treatment  of  the  other  part  of  the  Moiizair,  • 
the  Mah^l  Sirkdr,  formed  the  subject  of  a  correspondence,  com^ 
mencing  with  my  letter  No.  124  qt  31st  May  1876  to  CommissioDer, 
Delhi.  I  pointed  out  that  the  land  being  entered  in  the  records  as  the 
property  of  Qovemment  had  not  been  subject  to  assessment,  and  that, 
as  further  the  Government  had  not  claimed  any  rent  from  the  parties 
in  actual  possession  of  the  various  compounds,  some  of  which  were  now 
mere  ordinary  cultivated  fields,  these  were  exempt  from  all  payment.  ^ 

In  the  old  record  the  parties  thus  in  possession  were  simply  entered  in 
the  column  for  the  names  of  tenants,  without  any  notice  of  the  terms 
on  which  they  held  the  land  Orders  were  passed  on  this  reference  in 
letter  from  the  Secretary  to  Grovernment,  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Financial  Commissioner,  No.  1043  of  28th  August  1876,  in  which  it 
was  held  that  there  was  no  reason  whatever  for  exempting  the  *  land 
from  assessment,  or  refraining  from  charging  a  light  M&Iikloa  on  the 
persons  who  now  hold  the  land,  which  was  declared  to  be  undoubtedly 
the  property  of  Government,  having  been  so  held  and  recorded  since 
near  the  beginning  of  the  century.  I  therefore,  on  the  6th  June  1877, 
announced  that  the  following  would  be  the  rates  levied,  and  that  they 
were  to  be  paid  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner  as  the  representative  of 
Government:  on  all  compound  land  Re.  1  per  acre;  on  irrigated 
cultivated  land  Rs,  3  per  acre ;  in  both  cases  with' the  addition  of  the 
]a8ual  cesses  and  two  annas  per  rupee  of  the  above  assessment  rates,  aa ' 
iM&lik&na.  In  his  letter  No.  40,  dated  27th  January  1879,  Mr. 
H^onacliie  reported  what  had  been  done,  and  also  that  one  of  the 
parties  thus  assessed  refused  to  pay  either  the  revenue  or  the  MiUikiina, 
ana'4liai  some  others  agreed  to  pay  the  revenue  but  not  the  M^Iikfina : 
the  orders  of  Government  were  again  taken,  and  these,  which  were 
contained  in  Secretary  to  Government's  letter  No.  649  of  17th  May 
1879,  were  to  the  effect  that  the  revenue  and  M&likana  were  to  be 
levied  as  previously  directed.  One  small  piece  of  land  in  the  possessic^n 
of  Khushwakt  Rai,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  to  be  used  as  a 
public  encamping  ground,  was  exempted  from  the  payment  of  any 
rent  by  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  4721S  of  8rd  July  1879,  in 
which  it  was  directed  that  an  entry  should  be  made  in  the  recorda 
that  Khushwakt  Rai's  tenancy  depends  on  his  maintaining  the  encamp- 
ing  ground,  and  also  that,  in  the  case  of  sites  of  bungalows,  a  similar 
entry  should  be  made  that  the  land  was  granted  to  be  used  by  the 
tenant  as  bungalow  compound  land.  The  income  derived  from  the 
arrangements  thus  made  amounte  to  Rs.  280-12-7  and  is  credited 
under  the  head  Miscellaneous  Revenue. 

Section  307.^  The  general  rule  determining  the  boundary  between  > 

the  Gurgaon  villages  and  those  in  Bulandsh&hr 
AnuYion  and  DiluTion.  ^^  Aligarh,  is  that  of  following  the  deep  stream 
of  the  Jumna,  but  to  this  rule  there  are  three  exceptione:  the  villages 
pf  Ourw&ri,  Baghpur  and  Bahrampur  have  fixed  boundaries  with  the 
opposite  villages ;  and  at  the  present  time  portioaa  of  Gurw&ri  and 
Ba^fbpur  are  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Jumaa,  while  the  two 
Bnlandsh&hr  villages,  which  fiaice  fiahnm»pav,  own  land»  on  this  aide* 
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TJp  to  1871  these  detached  portions  were  treated  as  in  all  respite 

J  arts  of  the  pi  esent  estates,  but  ia  that  year  the  deep  stream  of  the 
umna  was  declared  in  all  cases  the  boundary  of  the  Qurgaon  district ; 
end  in  consequence  of  this  order  the  various  detached  portions  were 
formed  into  separate  revenue  units. 

Formerly  the  ten  per  cent,  rule  prevailed  in  this  district,  but  the 
Financial  Commissioner  in  his  Secretary's  letter  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Delhi,  No.  3128  of  29th  May  1876,  sanctioned  the  introduction^ 
subject  to  the  consent  of  the  people.  Which  has  been  given,  of  the 
system  of  taking  up  every  case  of  increment  and  decrement ;  but  it 
was  added  that  in  working  the  system  it  was  to  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  District  Officers  to  refrain  from  revising  the  assessment  in  cases 
where  the  alteration  in  the  area  of  the  holding  is  small  compared  with 
the  total  area.  The  Deputy  Commissioner  will  find  my  rates,  used  in 
assessing  the  viUages,  stated  in  the  village  note-books ;  and  he  will 
remember  that,  under  the  rules  under  the  Land  Revenue  Act,  ''  thd 
rates  fix^d  at  settlement  on  lands  which  have  not  been  affected  by  the 
river,  will  not  be  enhanced,  nor  will  culturable  waste,  which  was  not 
assessed  at  settlement,  be  brotight  under  assessment."  I  invite  especial 
attention  to  this  point,  because  I  see  that  Mr.  Wilson  in  aMemo.  which 
be  drew  up,  and  of  which  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
assumes  that,  wherel  have  left  culturabl6jh&o  jangal  unassessed  or  lightly 
assessed,  the  assef'sm^ent  ma;y  fairly  be  increased  when  these  lands  are 
permanently  cultivated.  This,  I  think,  is  wrong.  New  accretions, 
when  they  are  first  cultivated  with  melons,  peas  or  masiir,  may  be  left 
unnoticed,  or  charged  a  very  light  rate,  which  can  be  increased  when 
the  land  becomes  fit  for  barley  or  wheat. 

Section  SOS. — At  Istst  settlement  an  anttngement  was  made  in 
Kotice  of  a  peculiar  ar-  some  seventeen  villages  of  tahsil  Rewiri  and 
Angement  made  in  some  in  a  few  villages  Of  Other  tahsils,  which  is  thus 
vXcb*.^o*^l?Tth^e  deBcribed  in  t&e  late  Mr.  J.  ( afterwax^  Lord ) 
ownen  took  the  profit  and  Lawrence  s  report  on  the  parganah  of  Rewan. 
h>8fl  of  the  lease. 

**  It  is  alao  rery  nsnal  for  the  Malg(tK)z£r8/  by  (retferal  consent,  to  become  responsible 
for  the  revenue,  and,  like  sole  proprietors  or  farmers,  realize  from  the  joint  proprietors  and 
the  under-tenants  the  due  agreed  on.  With  them  resttf  the  profit  and  loss  of  the  lease 
however  ;  Sho'ild  they  f;4il,  the  village  is  still  responsible.  The  fact  is,  that  the  lease  ia 
accepted  by  all  the  .proprietors  on  their  own  account,  and  the  rabsjequent  arrangement  is 
an  affair  between  the  individuals  oi  the  community,  with  which  t*  e  Collector  has  no 
concern.    In  such  cases  the  realizations  are  all  made  i^-  kind,  or  Zabti. 

The  practice  seems  to  be  peculiar  to  the  parganah  ;  at  least,  I  do  not  recolkct  observ- 
ing it  elsewhere.  It  appears  to  have  aia^en  from  Rew^i  having  been  during  so  many 
years  in  the  hands  of  the  Uijia,  who  invariably  realize  their  rents  by  b^tiee*  and  kunkoot. 
When  the  viflages  were  separately  assessed,  the  people,  having  a  predilection  for  the 
practice,  continued  it  among  themselves. 

The  custoti^  is  so  fSr  objectionable  that  t^e  profits  becoming  the  rights  of  a  few 
kidividatds  at  the  expense  of  the  community,  will  thus  render  its  members  poorer  than 
if  they  shared  the  profits.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  gives  the  Kalgoozlov  a  strong  and 
decided  interest  in  the  general  improvement  of  the  estate,  by  which  they  will  endeavour 
to  increase  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  Cultivation.  It  may  indeed  be  urged  that  if  the 
profit  beloBfed  ta  sU  tbe^prepzietoniy  the  B«iM]iiotiTe;whi6li«iecM:a  few  would  opetata 
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OD  ftU.  Thd  tact,  b<ywf  ter,  is,  thftt  wlutt  is  the  interett  of  all  becomes  the  speeial  dnty  ot  none, 
and|  therefore,  is  more  likely  to  be  neglected  than  when  entrasted  to  a  few.  MoreoTer, 
in  a  part  of  the  country  like  this,  where  land  may  almost  be  said  to  be  at  disconnt,  the 
competition  is  for  cultjyators.  who  are  infinite! j  more  easilj  obtained  by  men  who,  from 
their  situation,  are  likely  to  possess  wealth  and  local  influence.  Nor  wiU  the  Matgoosiia 
be  anzioas  to  reap  an  immediate  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  villase  ;  their  interest  i'l  its 
welfare  Is  permanent,  and  they  would  sooner  assist  their  poorer  bretnern  by  small  a  ivances 
and  timely  delay,  than,  by  andue  rigonr,  exact  the  utmost  dues  In  cases  where  a  well 
is  sunk,  or  anv  other  decided  improyemeiitmade,  the  Malgoosirs  would  certainly  reduce 
th4  rates  and  allow  the  benefit  of  the  work,  indeed,  I  recollect  a  case  in  which  a  mere 
under-tenant  was  treated  with  consideration,  and  paid  lighter  rate>  than  those  preyailing, 
ioiely  because  his  ancestor  had  built  a  well  in  the  area  of  the  village. 

We  must  also  recollect  that  it  is  more  adyantageoos  for  a  poor  man  to  pay,  in  • 
ten'es  of  years,  a  large  amount  in  kind,  than  a  more  moderate  one  converted  into  money. 
To  him  is  not  of  so  mach  importance  the  actual  amount  as  the  manner  and  time  of 
pAjrment  In  an  abnr.dant  year,  though  highly  taxed,  he  can  spare  it  without  distress ; 
vbiie  in  an  unprodartiyft  season,  as  be  has  scanty  crops,  so  he  is  called  on  to  give  little. 
He  has  neither  the  trouble  nor  expense  of  conyeying  his  produce  to  a  distant  market: 
Bor  is  he  eyer  called  on,  by  a  premature  demand,  to  forestal  his  crops.  The  yariations  of 
■easons,  the  aocidents  of  storms,  and  other  nuif ortones  to  which  crops  are  liable,  are  thus 
ftUeTiated. 

The  farmers  and  Malgoos&rs  benefit  by  the  system ;  for.  If  poesessfng  capital,  or 
indeed  ordinary,  foresight,  they  can  make  good  the  lueses  of  one  year  by  the  profits  of  another 
iO  that  thej  obtain  a  larger  return  ;  it  is  of  less  consequence  to  them  if  that  profit  is 
irrt'gularly  collected.  In  short,  it  w  'uld  appear  that  when  the  proprietors  are  numerous 
and  therefore,  independent  of  pye  cultivation  where  the  soil  is  rich,  the  irrigation  abun* 
daat,  and  the  crops  certain,  it  h  preferable  that  the  proprietors  retain  the  management 
mid  pay  by  ba^h.  When,  howeyer,  the  proprietors  are  few,  when  cultivation  depends 
on  people  of  other  yiUages  where  the  proprietors  are  poor,  or  where  the  crops  are 
uncertain,  in  all  such  instances  I  think  that  the  Tillage  prospers  more  when  in  tiia 
^elasiye  hsAds  of  the  Malgoox^s.*' 

The  rates  at  which  the  men  who  took  the  profit  and  loss  under 
this  Byetem,  collected  from  the  other  proprietors,  were  generally  as 
high  as  those  taken  from  most  tenants,  and  so  the  proprietors  have  in 
most  instances  applied  to  be  allowed  toei^gage  in  the  usual  manner ;  and 
1^  the  above  arrangement  was  regarded  as  a  species  of  farm  for  term  of 
aettlement,  their  claim  has,  ii^  all  cases,  when  made,  been  admitted.  I 
understand,  however  (although  the  information  supplied  to  me  is  con- 
flicting), that  the  people  have  continued  the  system  in  the  following 
villa  ;es:  Eharkari,  Biwan,  Bh&raw&s,  Tat&rpur-Khalsa,  Kanuka,  Shadi- 
pur,  Mandia  khurd,  and  Sah&van  w&s  of  tahsil  Rew&ri,  and  Daulatpur, 
X^asirab&d,  Sihi  and  Tolni  of  Qurgaon.  I  have  elsewhere,  in  a  memo- 
randum on  the  subject  of  adapting  collections  to  fluctuations  of  season, 
referred  to  a  modification  of  the  system  (under  which  the  kind  rates 
paid  by  the  owners  would  recognize  their  8uj>eriority  in  status  to 
tenants)  as  one  means  of  avoiding  the  evils  which  ia  some  tracts  are 
caused  by  a  rigid  cash  demand  regularly  exacted. 

Section  309.— In  my  letter  No.  262  of  19th  September  1876  to  the 
-*_   x_    X  *«  4.    Commissioner,  Delhi,  I  submitted  a  report  on 

pi2SSSr  "^  *h«  circumstances  of  the    foUowing  estates, 

which  were  or  bad  been  held  to  be  the  property 
^  Government :  Muradpuri  in  tahsil  Rewiri,  Sarbasirpur  and  Jhund 
Sarai  Wair&n  in  tahsil  Qurgaon;  Baidpur,  Sadarpur,  Durgapur, 
Kbuaropur  and  half  of  Baidaska  in  tah&^l  Falwal  It  is  not  now 
aeoessary  to  give  any  loxig  aecaunt  of  tlM  eocrsdpondtAco  in  whidi 
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tbe  history  of  each  estate  was  fully  detailed :  it  will  suffiee  to  note 
how  each  case  has  beea  finally  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  tber 
orders  contained  in  the  letters  from  Secretary  to  Government,  to 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  Nos.  773  of  9th  July  1877r 
1339  of  13th  December  1877,  and  259  of  4th  March  1881. 

Jlivradpuri.-^The  proprietary  right,  it  was  ordered,  sbotild  be 
sold  to  the  represeLtatiVes  of  the  original  proprietors,  at  a  price  ef 
Bs.  1«7&5,  paid  by  instalments  spread  over  the  whole  tenure  of  settlement. 

Sarbasirpur. — With  reference  to  this  estate  I  had  reported  as 
follows:--^ 

*'  SarbariTpnr  is  an  estate  of  381  acres  close  to  iTsa^Tchnagir.  It  originally  fehMI 
part  of  the  estate  of  the  Na^rib  of  Farrakhnagar,  bat  was  excepted  from  the  gift  to 
Uftptain  Taftectil  Husain.  It  is  mainly  oocdpied  hy  sidt  paiis,  the  propeHy  in  wbieli 
pracitically  rests  with  the  salt  manufactarers,  altboogh  GoTernment  is  reoordecl  •» 
owner  of  the  land.  The  land  not  so  occupied  consists  of  infei  for  nncnitiTated  Bhiir  in 
Ifillooka,  and  is  leased  for  grazing  pnrpoies  to  the  Jiigirdit  and  yields  kbott  Rb.  260  Annu- 
ally. The  Jigird^  is  anxioas  to  b  -  recorde  i  as  owner  of  Sarbasirpur,  bat  has  no  especial 
claiin  on  the  estate,  and  in  view  of  the  mannf  acture  of  salt  in  most  of  the  Jiaids  and  th* 
need  of  gracing  gruund  for  ihe  cattle  thjis  employed,  it  may  be  as  well  for  GovernmMH 
to  feiain  the  estate,  periodically  letting  the  grasing  groand." 

This  view  was  approved,  *  and  the  estate  remains  the  property  df 
Government ;  alienation  of  it  to  an  individual  might  be  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  sale  manufacturers,  both  in  the  matter  of  restric- 
tions on  grazing  for  their  cattle,  and  in  claims  for  dues  of  a  proprietary 
character  on  the  lands  occupied  by  the  salt  pans. 

Jhund  Sarai  Wairdn, — In  this  estate  it  wl»  held  that  th^ 
Government  claim,  which  was  of  a  very  doubtful  character,  should  be 
abandoned,  and  the  parties  in  possession  have  been  recorded  as 
proprietors.  ^ 

SaidpuT.-^The  sale  was  sanctioned  of  this  estate  fot  Rs.  1,000  Uk 
the  proprietor  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Sikandarpur,  who  had. 
long  held  it  in  farm. 

Sctffarpur.-^The  proprietary  right  of  this  estate  has  been  sold  to 
the  parties,  who  had  held  it  in  farm  for  ten  years'  jama  or  Rs.  6,730,, 
payable  in  twenty-nine  yearly  instalments  of  R<<.  225  and  a  thirtieth 
instalment  of  Rs.  215 :  these  payments  become  due  with  the  first  rabi 
instalment  of  revenue  each  year. 

Dur^opur.-^The  proprietary  claims  of  certaii!)  Brahmins  w'ere 
settled  by  the  grant  to  them  of  three-twentieths  of  the  estate ;  and  the 
remaining  seventeen-twentieths  have  been  sold  to  the  former  farmery 
for  Rs.  9,300,  or  ten  times  the  new  assessment,  payable  in  yearly  in&talr 
ments  of  Bs.  310  per  annum  foi  thirty  years,  due  with  the  first  ^abi 
insialmeni  ef  reve&ue  aoAuaUy. 
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Khusropnr.— The  Government  claim  on  this  esiate  was  declared 
invalid,  and  the  proprietorship  was  recorded  as  belonging  to  certain 
Brahmins  and  Qujars,  who  had  the  best  priTnd  facte  claim  to  the  o^ner« 
ship.  They  must  defend  tbeir  rights,  if  necessary,  against  other 
claimants  in  the  ordinary  Civil  Courts. 

Half  of  Raiddaka, — Descendants  of  the  old  proprietary  body  were 
granted  by  Government  rights  of  occupancy,  defined  by  the  terms  of  y 

the  grant  to  be  rights  under  Section  5  (2)  of  the  Tenancy  Act,  in 
S56  Jjf  bighas,  and  then  the  ownership  of  this  estate,  i  e.,  ^  of  the 
whole  village,  known  as  the  Gujars'  patti,  was  sold  to  the  farmer  for  a 
lump  um  of  Rs.  4.625,  equivalent  to  five  years'  jama,  payable  with 
ibe  first  rabi  instalment  of  1878.  ' 

In  most  of  the  above  sales,  other  persons  were  by  consent  joined 
with  the  farmers  in  the  deed  of  sale. 

The  final  effect  given  to  the  orders  of  Government  was  reported  to  the 
Commissioner,  Delhi,  in  Settlement  Officer's  No.  212  of  15tb  July  1878 : 
and  the  Settlement  Officer,  in  bis  letter  No.  214  of  ]6th  July  1878, 
informed  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  arrangements  made ;  and 
pointed  out  that  the  total  purchase  money  amounted  to  Rs.  23,995, 
of  which  Rs.  6,238  was  due  with  the  first  rabi  instalment  of  1878  ; 
Bs.  613  will  be  due  annually  with  ^he  first  rabi  instalment  for  the  next 
twenty-eight  years,  and  Rs.  593  will  be  due  the  thirtieth  year.  There 
was  also  some  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  ownership  of  two 
pattis  in  Mouzah  Palwal ;  on  which  final  orders  were  passed  in 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  5551  of  11th   August  ^ 

1879.  The  lands  had  originally  been  owned  by  persons  who  before 
tbe  regular  settlement  lost  their  proprietary  rights,  probably  by 
refusing  to  engage  for  the  revenue,  when  the  grants  by  which  they  held 
their  lands  revenue-free  were  resumed.  On  this  abandonment  the 
Gujar  and  Malli  tenants  of  the  land  seem  to  have  stepped  into  the 
practical  position  of  owners,  and  at  the  last  settlement  were  found  by 
the  Settlement  Officer  thus  holding  the  land,  but  on  an  admittedly 
defective  title,  which  might  have  been  disputed  either  by  the  former 
owners,  or  by  the  Government,  as  entitled  to  all  lands  not  the  subject 
of  private  ownership.  Practically  thi^  state  of  things  had  continued 
to  the  present  day,  and  the  title  of  the  parties  in  possession  had  been 
judicially  pronounced  to  be  imperfect,  although  no  stronger  private 
title  had  been  put  up.  The  Additional  Financial  Commissioner,  on 
Reference  being  made  to  hiuij  agreed  that  no  claim  should  be  put  for- 
firard  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  directed  that  the  parties, 
who  had  since  the  last  settlement  been  in  the  practical  position   of  ^^ 

owners,  should  now  be  recorded  as  such ;  of  course  without  prejudice 
to  any  claim  which  may  hereafter  be  made  in  the  Civil  Courts. 

An  investigation  into  the  ownership  of  one-third  share  of  Mouzah 
fichlai  in  Rewfiri,  led  to  this  share  of  the  estate  being  declared  by  me 
to  be  Government  property :  but  as  this  was  a  result  of  what  appeared 
to  me  a  mistaken  judicial  decision  of  a  former  ]}eputy  Commissioner^ 
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I  recommended  the  grant  of  the  Qovemment  interest  in  the  land  to 
the  heirs  of  the  man,  Jagal  Rishor,  whose  claim  had  been  denied 
by  that  decision ;  the  Qovemment  agreed  in  the  view  taken  by  me, 
and  sanctioned  the  grant  in  letter  No.  929  of  15th  August  1877,  from 
Secretary  to  Qovemment,  to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner. 

The  Government  also  owns  plots  of  land  in  Firozpur,  Badshah- 
pur  and  six  other  villages.  Secretary  to  Qovemment's  letter  ^o.  46 
of  14th  January  1879  directed  that  the  plots  at  Firozpur  should  be 
leased  annually,  until  required  as  rewards  to  deserving  persons ;  Secre- 
tary to  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  4943  of  14th  July  1879, 
directed  that  the  Badshahpur  land  should  also  be  leased  out  for  short 
periods ;  the  other  plots,  which  are  very  petty,  are  eventually  to  be  sold 
Dy  public  auction.  ( Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No. 
8363  of  22nd  December  1879.) 

Section  310.-Following  the  instmctions  conveyed  in  Nt).  6990  S,  dated 

2nd  December    1875,  from  Settlement  Secre- 

le^to  of  teiSSti'  "^^**  ""^    ^^y  ^  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Commis- 

Aiou'  r,  Delhi,  a  tenant  right  enquiry  statement 
which  has  been  preserved  but  does  not  form  part  of  the  Settlement 
Record  has  been  drawn  up  for  each  village  in  the  following  form  : — 
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The  entries  in  the  records  of  last  and  present  Settlement  concern- 
ing the  holding  of  every  tenant  who  claimed  or  seemed  entitled  to 
a  right  of  occupancy,  have  been  copied  into  this  register,  and  the  state- 
ments of  the  occupier  and  proprietor,  and  whore  necessary  of  third 
persons,  were  recorded.  After  due  consideration  of  this  evidence,  the 
Superintendent  recorded  in  each  case  an  order  as  to  the  entry  to  be 
made  in  Khewat  Ehatauni.  The  following  rules  for  guidance  were 
issued  by  the  Settlement  OflScer : — 

I.  Where  decree  has  been  passed  by  a  Judicial  Court  declaring 
the  status  of  the  tenant : — 

(1).  If  the  Clause  and  Section  of  the  Tenancy  Act  under  which 
the  tenant  holds  are  mentioned  in  the  decree^  these  are  to 
be  recorded  without  further  enquixy. 
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(2).  If  no  Clause  and  Section  are  mentioned  in  the  decree,  still 
no  further  enquiry  is  to  be  made,  but  the  tenant  is  to  be 
recorded  as  "  holding  under  decree  of  Court." 

II.    Whare  no  decree  has  been  passed  by  a  Judicial  Court— 

A.  In  villafifes  under  first  regular  Settlement,  the  Superintendent 

is  to  deci  'e  on  the  facts  found  by  him,  the  Clause  and  Section 
of  the  Act  which  seem  to  him  to  apply,  and  to  enter  that 
Clause  and  Section  in  the  enquiry  statement  and  also  in  the 
Khewat  Khatauni. 

B.  In  villages  which  have  formerly  been  regularly  settled— 

(1).  Where  the  parties  are  agreed  on  the  facts,  the  Superintendent 
is  to  record  the  facts  on  which  they  are  agreed,  and  to  decide 
on  those  facts  what  Clause  and  Section  apply,  and  to  enter 
that  Clause  and  Section  as  those  under  which  the  tenant 
holds. 

(2).  Where  the  parties  are  not  agreed  on  facts  which  enable  the 
Superintendent  to  decide  on  the  Clause  and  Section,  he 
will  simply  state  that  the  facts  agreed  on  by  the  parties 
were  not  Tiufficient  to  enable  him  to  decide  the  Clause  and 
Section  applying  to  the  case,  and  no  Clause  or  Section  will 
be  entered,  but  tne  tenant  will  be  recorded  as  "  hereditary** 
or  *•  non-hereditaiy,"  according  to  the  entry  in  the  papers  of 
the  last  regular  Settlement. 

The  re-adjustment  of  rents  has  been  carried  out  under  instructions 
eonveyed  in  No.  114  S,  dated  13th  January  1877,  from  S  ttlement 
Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  to  Commissioner,  Delhi.  The 
letter  was  interpreted  to  mean  that  no  revision  of  the  rents  of  tenants- 
at-will,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  these  had  changed  after  the 
announcement  of  the  asse  sments,  was  necessary ;  and  only  the  rents 
of  tenants  with  rights  of  occupancy  have  been  re-attested,  while  the 
holdings  and  rents  of  tenants-at-will  have  been  entered  in  the  faired 
records  as  they  were  found  to  exist  at  the  time  of  attestation  of  the 
Khewat  Khatauni.  Some  tinne  after  the  new  assessment  had  been 
announc  d,  all  tenants  with  rights  of  occupancy  were  summoned  with 
their  landlords,  and  a.$^kedwhat  rates  of  rent  they  had  now  agreed  upon. 
If  both  parties  agreed  on  a  rent,  that  rent  was  recorded  as  the  rent  of 
the  holding.  If  they  did  not  agree,  a  month's  delay  was  given  them  to 
brin^/  a  Judicial  suit  to  determine  the  rate  of  rent,  and  u  no  suit  was 
brought  within  that  time,  the  rate  of  rent  formerly  paid  was  recorded 
as  the  rent  of  holding,  with  this  modification,  that  where  the  tenant 
paid  the  land  revenue  and  cesses  chargeable  on  his  land  according  to 
the.  former  assessment,  he  has  been  recorded  as  liable  to  pay  the  land 
revenue  and  cesses  on  the  land  cultivated  acoording  to  the  new 
assessments. 

Sections  311,-^Tba  whole  district  has  been  divided  off  into  zails, 

'         over  each  of  which  a  zaildir  has  been  appoint- 

^suw^  ad*     Tbm  bouadiftriM  are  shown  in  Map 
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No.  X  In*  making  the  divisioni  regard  was  had  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  tribe  and  clan  of  the  proprietors  of  the  villages,  and  the  tradi- 
tion of  old  revenue  divisions.  In  many  parts  of  the  district  there  was  no 
sach  clear  basis  of  division  to  follow,  and  it  was  found  necessary  first 
to  choose  the  zaild&rs,  the  necessary  qualifications  being  respectability, 
hereditary  influence,  popularity  among  the  headmen  of  the  villages, 
and  usefulness  to  Or>vernment,  and  then  to  parcel  out  the  villages 
among  them.  The  boundaries  of  the  tahsils  are  in  all  cases  coincident 
with  the  boundaries  of  the  zails,  and  in  only  a  very  few  cases  does  a 
patw&ri's  circle  form  part  of  two  zails.  Several  of  the  zailddrs  are  men 
of  no  great  influence  and  have  been  appointed  only  because  no  better 
could  be  found,  and  because  it  was  thought  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
system  consistently  by  placing  every  village  in  the  district  under  some 
2aild&r.  Each  man  gets  an  allowance  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  land 
revenue  of  his  zail  including  assigned  land  revenue,  and  is  left  to  collect 
.  it  for  himself  from  the  villages  of  his  zail.  This  allowance  is  not  a 
separate  eesSi  but  is  deducted  from  the  Qovernment  demand. 

There  are,  in  the  district,  in  all  sixty-four  saildfirs,  drawing  a  total 
remuneration  of  Rs.  12,671 — an  average  of  Rs.  198  each.  The  present 
arrangement  of  circles  was  sanctioned  by  the  Financial  <Jf>mmi8sioner 
in  his  Secretary's  letter  No.  4919  S  of  12th  July  1879.  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  system  was  sanctioned  in  para.  3  of  letter  from  Secretary 
to  Government,  Punjab,  to  Secretary  to  Financial  Commissioner,  No. 
154  of  16th  February  1877.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  found  expedient  here- 
after to  amalgamate  some  of  the  smaller  zails.  The  success  of  the 
system  will  depend,  I  think,  greatly  upon  the  way  in  which  it  is 
woiked  at  first ;  unless  the  men  are  irom  the  first  kept  strictly  in  hand, 
and  made  to  understand  that  they  have  to  give  good  work  in  return 
for  their  emoluments,  a  bad  tradition  will  spring  up,  and  the  system 
will  be  a  failure.  If  it  succeeds,  it  will  supply  a  class  hitherto  espe- 
cially wanting  in  this  district. 

Section  812. — This  seems  a  fit  place  to  note  that  in  passing  orders 
Some  proposals  for  other  on  the  Firozpur  revenue  rate  report^  the  lieu- 
iD&ms  under  disciissioii.  tenant  Governor  suggested  that  in  view  of  tha 
character  of  the  population,  it  might  be  well  to  submit  proposals  for 
in&ms  for  the  leading  men.  The  necessity  for  such  grants  in  addition 
to  the  zaild&ri  allowances  and  the  form,  which,  if  granted,  they  should 
take  is  still  under  discussion.  Some  proposals  were  made,  but  were 
considered  inappropriate  by  the  Financial  Commissioner  (  Secretary  to 
Financial  CJommissioner's  letter  No.  4920  of  12th  July  1879). 

*  Section  313.— A  chief  headman  has  been  appointed  in  each  village 

Chief  headmen  (witoZan-    having  three  or  more  headmen,  except  where. 

harddn).  for  special  reasons,  such  as  that  the  village  was 

uninhabited  or  that  the  number  of  headmen  was  likely  to  be  reduced 

to  less  than  three,  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  miake  the  appoint- 
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meni  The  chief  headman,  like  the  zaildar,  receives  an  allowance  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  land  revenue  of  his  village,  including  assigned 
land  revenue,  which  is  deducted  from  the  Qovemmeut  demand  or 
revenue  assignment  before  payment  into  the  treasury  or  to  the  assignee. 
Of  the  1,264  villages  of  the  district,  in  522  a  chief  headman  haa^been 
appointed,  their  aggregate  iumual  emoluments  amounting  to  Rs.  7,982. 

♦  Section  314. — In  many  villages  the  number  of  lambardirs  is 
_    ,  ,     ,     ,,   .     inconveniently  larc^e  in  proportion  to  the  num- 

Headmcn  (Z^mJarrfdrO.    ^^^^f    proprietor  and   tLe    size    and    land 

revenue  of  the  village,  and  it  is  desirable  that,  when  a  suitable  oppor* 
tunity  occurs,  the  number  should  be  reduced  by  the  suppression  of 
vacant  posts.  A  list  of  the  more  flagrant  cases  has  been  drawn  up, 
in  which  the  recommendation  has  been  made,  that  when  a  headman 
dies  leaving  no  lineal  male  heir,  or  is  removed  from  his  post  for  any 
reason,  the  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  reduce  his  post,  suitable 
arrangements  being  made  for  the  distribution  of  his  duties  and  emolu- 
ments among  the  remaining  headmen.  Up  to  the  present  settlement 
there  were  many  villages,  especially  in  the  Palwal  tahf>il,  in  which 
leading  proprietors  other  than  headmen,  generally  called  pattiddrB, 
ihokddrs  or  thulahddrs,  were  accustomed  to  draw  the  paehotra,  or  5 
per  cent,  headman's  dues,  on  the  land  revenue  of  the  sub-divisions  of 
the  village  they  represented.  As  under  the  Land  Revenue  Rules  only 
headmen  can  draw  the  headman's  allowance,  this  arrangement  haa 
been  put  an  end  to.  In  a  few  cases  the  pattiddr  has  been  appointed 
headman  of  his  patti,  but  usually  the  representation  and  emoluments 
of  the  sub-divisions  have  been  taken  away  from  the  pattiddr  or 
thulahddr  and  distributed  among  the  headmen.  It  is  probable  that,, 
by  private  arrangement,  the  headmen  in  some  villages  still  allow  these 
men  to  draw  a  part  of  the  allowance,  but  no  such  arrangement  haa 
received  the  sanction  of  being  recorded  in  the  Administration  Paper, 
and  its  continuance  depends  on  the  will  of  the  headmen. ' 

In  one  or  two  villages  up  to  the  present  settlement,  no  allowance* 
was  drawn  by  the  headmen,  and  in  some  the  rate  was  something  other 
than  5  per  cent,  on  the  land  revenue.  In  all  these  the  usual  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  is  now  leviable. 

The  office  of  headman  is  looked  on  as  strictly  hereditary  in  the 
eldest  branch  of  the  family,  and  thus  forms  a  notable  exception  to  the 
general  rule  that  all  the  sons  share  equally  in  the  inheritance  without 
regard  to  age:  If  the  eldest  son  be  dead  or  unfit,  his  eldest  son,  even 
though  a  minor,  is  considered  to  have  a  better  right  to  the  post  thaa 
the  second  son.  Many  of  the  people  are  given  to  looking  on  the  post 
more  as  one  of . emoluments  than  of  responsible  duties,  .and  where  a 
headman  has  died  leaving  no  male  lineal  descendant,  the  proprietors 
often  express  a  wish  that  uie  widow  should  be  appointed  to  the  post 
and  take  a  life  interest  in  it  as  in  the  other  property.  It  seems  to 
have  been  not  unusual  formerly  to  allow  such  an  appointment,  and 
when  the  present  settlement  operations  began,  there  were  in  th» 

•  Written  bj^  Mr,  WilBon, 
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district  46  female  lambarddrs,  most  of  whom  were,  no  doubt,  widows 
holding  a  liie  interest  in  i^e  emoluments  formerly  held  by  their 
husbands  as  headmen.  Of  these,  34  are  still  recorded  as  lamoarddrs, 
but  the  tendency  of  late  has  been  to  refuse  to  appoint  a  woman  to  the 
post  except  for  veiy  special  reasons. 

In  many  villages  during  last  settlement  the  hereditary  tenants 
practically  shared  the  farm  with  the  proprietors,  and  in  22  cases 
nereditary  tenants  were  recorded  as  heaamen,  drawing  the  headman's 
allowance  on  the  land  revenue  he  represents.     As  in   these  cases  the 

})roprietor8  have  refused  to  allow  the  tenants  to  continue  to  share  the 
arm  with  them,  they  have  been  removed  from  the  post  of  headman, 
and  now  throughout  the  district  no  tenant  holds^uch  a  post. 

*  Section  31 5« — The  arrangements  of  patw&ris'  cirdes    and    the 
distribution  of  their  pay  have  been  revised 
^.jirrangemeiit  of  ^t.    throughout  the  district.    This  was  necessary 
wins  pay  and  circleB.  ,  o  '^       ri     •  v^*         r 

as  there  were  considerable  mequalities  of  pay 

and  work  in  some  places — the  men  of  Rewiiri  having,  as  a  rule,  light 
work  whle  the  duties  of  the   Palw&l  patw&rfs,  especially  since  the 
introduction  of  canal  irrigation,  were  heavy.    The  principles  governing 
Bnlinff  rinciDles  ^^®  redistribution  of  circles  and  pay  were   the 

n  ing  p  I     p    .  subject  of  a  somewhat  lengthy  correspondence 

during  which  the  following  points  were  decided  : — 

(1)  The  pay  of  patw&ns  is  to  be  raised  by  a  uniform  cess  of  4  per 
cent,  on  the  land  revenue  of  the  district. 

(2). '  This  cess  is  funded,  and  the  patw&ris  will  draw  their  pay 
from  it  according  to  their  grades,  the  grading  to  depend 
not  on  the  actual  revenue  of  the  circle  but  on  the  personal 
merits  of  the  occupant  of  the  post. 

• 

(3).  Patw&ns  are  graded  in  four  classes,  the  first  receiving  Rs.  14 
a  month,  the  second  Rs.  13,  the  third  Rs.  12>  and  the  lowest 
Rs.  11. 

(4).  The  circks  are  to  be  as  small  as  is  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples above  laid  down,  the  number  of  cultivated  fields  in 
each  patw&ri's  circle  not  to  average  more  than  3,000. 

These  orders  have  been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  and  their 
execution  entailed  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  circles  in  Rew&ri 
while  a  nearly  corresponding  increase  became  necessary  in  Pal w&l; 
the  other  three  tahsQs  did  not  require  much  alteration.  The  general 
effect  of  the  revised  arruigements  is  shown  in  the  statement  given 
below — 
, *  WiUteabyMr.MaoonacUe. 
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Oeneral 

effect  cf  New  Arrangements. 

TAHSIIi. 

i 

1 

53 
60 

i 

4,949 
5,245 

H 

1 
1' 

1 

43 
4-5 

Bbmabxs. 

(Old    ... 
I.— Gorgaon. 

(  New  ... 

3,498 
3,754 

2.397 
2,541 

4,037 
4,279 

Old    ... 
n.— Bew^L 

New  ... 

78 
56 

3,473 
4,837 

2,899 
4,037 

1,496 
2,048 

3,523 
4,907 

40 
55 

Old    ... 
UL-PalwiL 

New  ... 

54 

*74 

4,553 
3,822 

8,799 
2,772 

5,200 
3,791 

5,21^ 
3,833 

36 
2*6 

♦No  ofcircles66,with 
8  assistants  added. 

Old    ... 
IV.— Nub     ... 

New  ... 

66 
70 

3,913 
3,661 

3,203 
8.020 

3,509 
3,309 

3,930 
3,705 

44 

41 

(Old    ... 
1  New  ... 

64 
60 

3,165 

337e 

2,630 
2,774 

2,600 
2,771 

3J02 
3^82 

38 
4-1 

Old    ... 
Whole  District  \ 

New  ... 

815 
^10 

3  936 
4,000 

3,165 
3,216 

2,927 
2.975 

4,027 
4,093 

4-0 
41 

Th^  transfers  from  Rew&ri  to  PaJwdl,  and  the  readjustment  of  the 
limits  of  the  circles  generally,  were  not  eflTected  without  careful  and 
repeated  examination  of  all  facts  bearing  on  the  que^^tion  in  each  case. 
The  pivtw&ris  were  always  heard,,  and  any  objections  raised   by  the 

»r.-«-#^-  k^«  ^^A^  zaminddrs  attentively  examined,  free  use  beinir 

Transfers  now  made.  ,       i»-i_i       iiij  ^xi_  -^ 

made  of  the  local  knowledge  of  the  superin- 
tendents. In  selecting  the  men  for  transfer,  those  were  taken  who,  by 
reason  of  short  service  and  want  of  hereditary  dairos,  mi^t  be  considf- 
ered  to  have  taken  less  deep  a  mot  in  the  original  circle,  and  the  same 
point  was  referred  to  in  altering  the  boundaries  ot  the  circle  when  this 
Decame  advisable.  At  the  same  time  individtial  interests  had'  to  give 
way  when  conflicting  with  those  of  a  set  of  villages,  or  as-  it  sometimes 
trappened  a  set  of  crrclea  The  matter  wasr  a  difficult  one,  and  the 
measures  adopted  could  hardly  be  popular,  yet  so  far  as  attention  and 
personal  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Settlement  Officer  could  secure 
it,  success  was  obtained.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  on  the  whole 
improvement  has  been  eflEected;    None  of  the  cirelefi  can  be  considered 
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rmlly  top  large  to  be  worked  well,  and  it  is  obviously  preferable  Up 
have  men  well  paid,  and  at  the  same  time  well  occupied,  rather  than 
to  have  an  excessive  number  of  small  circles  with  patw4ris  under-paid, 
and  with  work  not  sufficient  to  engage  their  full  attention. 

The  final  revision  of  zaild&ra'  circles  was  carried  on  simultaneously 
with  the  new  arrangements.     With  few  excep- 

dw^"^'''*  *^^^'  "^®  ^^^^®  ^^^c*®  <>f  *^®  patwiri  lies  within 

the  same  zail,  and  for  these  exceptions  theitt 
ha3  always  been  some  special  reason  which  seemed  cogent. 

Some  doubt  was  felt  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  about  patw&na' 

I860-I87O  these  buildings  were  erected  pretty^ 
nearly  throughout  the  district.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  orders 
of  superior  authority  were  obtained  to  provide  the  funds  necessary  for 
the  undertaking,  but  a  very  considerable  sum  must  have  been  spent  in 
this  way.  The  houses  are  generally  substantially  built  of  brick  or 
stone  with  mortan  There  is  an  open  verandah  with  an  inner  room, 
and  a  small  yard  in  front  surrounded  by  a  wall,  with  a  doorway.  The 
place  is  not  suitable  for  a  family  dwelling,  and  would  seem  intended 
rather  as  a  public  office  for  the  patw4ri.  They  were  built  at  the 
expense  of  the  owners  of  land  in  the  circle,  by  a  cess  levied  on  the 
revenue,  but  no  arrangement  apparently  was  made  for  defraying  tha 
cost  of  repairs.  On  reference  made  to  the  Financial  Commi>siouer,  the 
proposals  of  the  Settlement  Officer  were  sanctioned,  viz.,  to  make  over 
.  aa  many  houses  as  already  exist  to  the  pat w^ris  of  the  respective  circles, 
but  not  to  repair  them,  or  to  build  any  more.  It  was  observed  that 
the  patw&ri  is  not  entitled  by  law  to  any  such  indulgence  as  that  of  a 
house  being  provided  for  him,  though  no  objection  n^  be  raised  to 
his  using  the  house  already  provided,  wherever  such   might  be  the- 

case.  Special  attention  was  also  requested  to 
ti^2?c^dM.*^^       '^*^    ^^^  matter  of  residence;    no    excuse  being 

allowable  to  a  patwari  not  living  in  his  circle. 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  uie  future  will 
from  time  to  time  satisfy  himself  that  this  all-important  rulp  is  being 
enfOTced.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  if  a  patw&ri  with  his  family 
lives  in  his  circle  he  is  almost  certain  to  do  his  work  well.  Being 
generally  a  man  of  some  intelligence,  he  will,  when  shut  out  from  the 
amusements  and  distractions  of  the  town,  where,  if  allowed,  he  always 
ehooees  to  live,  necessarily  occupy  his  thoughts  with  matters  around 
him,  and  among  these  work  will  naturally  come  as  being  close  to  hand. 
The  orders  of  the  supervising  officers  will  be  the  more  readily  carried- 
out,  because  living  on  the  spot  of  their  execution  he  finds  them  more^ 
easy  to  carry  out ;  he  cannot  help  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
bi»  eirde  and  of  the  circumstances  of  the  zamind&rs,  for  the  daily  talk, 
about  him  wiU  be  of  little  else.  Stringent  orders  have  been  given  as 
to  the*  i^it]ia^  ejeeoution  <^ihe  Financiat  Commieaioner^  infltrttctieii9'> 
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and  at  pr^ent,  owing  to  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Hepixty  Coid^ 
missioner,  there  is  every  hope  of  a  fair  start.  But  without  constant 
vigilance  at  head-quarters,  matters  will  slip  gradually  back,  if  not  into 
their  old  condition,  at  least  into  something  nearly  as  bad. 

The  stationery  expenses  of 'the  patw&ri  are  no  longer  drawn  from 

g    .  the  village  *'  malba,  *'   as  this  item  has   been 

a  lonery.  included  among  those  to  be  d<  frayed  by  the  4r 

per  cent.  cess.    This  plan  has  the  advstntage  of  simplicity  ;  it  prevents 

the  old  abuse  of  excessive  charges  on  this  account  made  by  the  patw&ri 

on  the  people,  who  were  rarely  able  to  check  bis   demands.     All  sta-^ 

tionery  now  will  be  distributed  on  a  uniform  plan  from  the  Deputy 

Commissioner's  Office ;  the  measure  is  really  one  of  economy  for   the 

zamindiirs.     Sanction  has  also  been  obtained  for  the  appointment  of  an 

extra  supervising  officer  in  each  tahsil,  to  be  paid  Rs.   15   a  month, 

Gird'  £n        '  tecL  choson  from  among  the  patw&ris  for  his  per- 

^^     appoin  Bonal  merit  and  service,  and  styled  a  "  girddw^r." 

This  was  much  needed  :  the  Kanungo  and  the  Naib-Kanungo  are  not 

strong  enough,  even  if  they  are  unusually  efiicient  to  supervise  properly 

the  patwdris  of  the  whole  tahsil,  and  the  new  assistance  will,  it  is  hoped/ 

prove  very  valuable.    The  "  gird&wdr  "  retains  a  lien  on  his  own  office 

of  patwdri  to  which,  if  eligible,  a  relative  may  be  appointed.     The  post 

of  course  is  not  hereditary ;  the  men  now  selected  are  all  experienced 

and   intelligent,  and  will  certainly,  if  properly  looked  after,  strengthen 

the  Revenue  administration  in  a  material  degree. 

Other  expenses  to  be  met  from  the  Fatw^s^  P^undect  Cess  are  the 

cost  of  repairs  to  the  Patw&ns'  School,  and  the 
^^Other  objeou  of  expends  p^y  ^f  ^^e  Teacher.  And  the  sanction  of  the 
^'  Financial   Commissioner,  conditional  on  there 

being  a  surplus  available  for  the  purpose,  was  given  to  the  proposal  to 
institute  scholarships  for  patwins'  sons,  one  from  each  tahsil,  at  Rs.  y 
a  month  to  encourage  the  study  of  these  prospective  office-holders  in 
acquiring  the  ^pecial  knowledge  nee  ssary  for  their  Work.     The  intention 

in  making  this  arrangement  was  that  systema-^- 
^holawhipB  for  patwiriB'    ^j^  enquiry  should  be  made  as  to  the  male  family 

of  eveiy  patw&ri  in  the  district,  that  each  man 
f^hould  send  either  a  son  or  other  male  relative  to  the  school,  or  be  able 
to  show  reason  why  he  should  not  do  so,  as,  for  instance/  that  he  has  a 
son  already  qualified,  or  that  he  has  no  heir  who  can  be  considered  fit 
to  succeed  him.  Only  by  some  such  plan  can  a  constant  and  efficient 
succession  of  patwdris  be  kept  up,  and  the  scholarship  to  be  awarded, 
say  for  two  years  to  the  most  promising  student  from  each  tahsil,  would 
encourage  merit,  and  at  the  same  time  be  only  a  very  trifling  burden 
on  the  Fund.    For  the  patw^ris  already  in   office  an   item  has  been 

appropriated  of  200  rupeee  yearly  to  be  spent  in 
w^       "'**^*  ^  ^**"    rewards  to  those  who  during  the  year  havtf 

distinguished  themselves  by  good  conduct,  and 
industrious  and  intelligent  work.  This  implies  necessarily  a  knowledge 
of  patw&ris  on  the  part  of  the  District  Officers,  more  real  and  accuzate 
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than  can  be  obtained  by  hearing  merely  tbe  perfunctory  reporta  of 
tahsild&» ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  distribution  will  be  the  result  of 
personal  knowledge  and  wiqairy  on  the  part  of  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner. The  patw^  is  now  really  a  Government  servant,  and,  as  such, 
he  IB  the  only  one  who  has  no  hope  of  promotion.  Under  the  new 
83^m  of  gra^ng  and  rewards,  a  substantiid  improvement  is  mode  in  his 
prospects,  and  the  proposals  now  sanctioned  wiD,  if  liberally  worked, 
supply  a  new  motive  for  good  and  careful  execution  of  his  duties.  The 
Financial  Commissioner,  it  should  be  added,  in  giving  his  sanction 
strictly  Kfflited  the  expenditure  of  any  surplus  in  the  fund  to  these 
heads.  Any  other  object  would  require  the  special  sanction  of  his 
office  obtained  by  separate  reference. 

R*nn«rf«n#  T««m«n  ««^  ^^®    estimated    income   and    proposed 

Bx?SSS^   ^"^  "^    expenditure  of  the  Patwiri  Cess  Funi  may  be 
showu  as  follows :— 


INCOUB. 

BX^SNDIXUBB. 

4  per  cent,  on  the  Jjand 
Bevenne  of  the  Dis- 
tnct.  a9,12,6S,765...B8.(M),750 

Pay  of  patwAria  according  to  distribu- 
tion now  made 

Stationery,  &c.,  ®  B&  19  per  patw£ri, 

Bs. 

42,528 
5,890 

w. 

Additional  stafT  GirdAwiis,  5  ®  Bs.15, 

900 

w. 

Yearly  rewards  tor  good  conduct      „. 

200 

w. 

Bepairs  to  Patwdria'  8chool|  and  Con- 
tmgent  charges 

100 

(/). 

Pay  of  PatwAris*  leach^  9  Bsi  30  p.m. 

360 

(y). 

Scholarships  for  sons  of  patw£ris  in  the 
PatwAris»  School,  5  9  Bs.  6»B8.  26 
ner  mftTiflnin 

300 

Balance  for  Miscellaneous  expenses    . . . 
Total        ...  1 

472 

lotAl        ...    50,750 

H),760» 

The  allowances  made  to  Fatw&rui  on  Local  Rate  Collections ,  and 
those  on  canal  measurements  and  measurements  on  Chak  jhil  lands, 
have  not  been  included,  as  being  of  a  personal  nature. 

At  present  no  cess  is  levied  on  owner's  rate  on  the  Agra  canal. 

It  IB  weU  perhaps  to  add  that  the  rates  of  pay  now  given  in  the 
Bates  of  pay  how  arriTcd    four  grades  are  not  those  origina^y  proposed. 

were  from  Us. 


12  to 


The  Umits  first  proposed  by  Uie  Commissioner 
20  a  month.    The  Financial  Commissioner  cut 


*  These  arrangements  were  revieed  bj  Financial  Commissioner's  letter  No.  269  of  20th 
April  1881.  The  girdawars  were  raised  to  three  in  each  tahsil,  one  on  Bs,  18,  one  on  Bs. 
16,  and  one  on  Bs.  15  per  mensem  ;  Bs.  4,530  was  allotted  for  Patwdris*  stationery,  and  the 
balance  Bs.  678  was  appropriated  to  scholarships  of  from  Bs.  8  to  Hs.  5  per  mensem  to  be 
held  by  Patw&rfs,  whUe  studying  at  the  Patwfiis*  School.  ThePatwiris*  salaries  as  finally 
fixed  amoont  to  Bs,  42|696,  and  the  income  to  Bs.  50,744. 
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this  down  to  Bs.  15  as  a  maximum.  Proposals  were  then  sent  up  with 
Ks.  12  and  15  as  the  minimum  and  maximum,  respectively,  and 
announcements  made  accordingly.  The  Financial  Commissioner,  how- 
ever, again  ordered  retrenchment  and  Be.  1  per  month  was  taken  off  the 
pay  of  each  man.  When  it  is  considered  that  this  pay  does  not  include 
the  special  allowances  just  referred  to,  the  rates  seem  ample.  Many 
of  the  elder  men  even  at  the  lowest  rate  of  pay  get  more  than  their 
services  are  worth,  but  as  they  die  off,  no  doubt  a  more  intelligent  class, 
of  officials  will  be  obtained.  It  is  understood  that  the  distribution  in 
grades  is  variable  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  as  a  punishment  or 
reward,  though  the  initial  classification  as  having  been  made  on  per- 
sonal knowledge,  and  with  care,  will  probably  not  be  materially 
disturbed.    The  grading  is  shown  below — 


Tahsa. 

Bs. 
U 

Bs. 
13 

Ba 

12 

Bs. 
11 

Bs. 
10 

TotalNa 

Pay  yearly. 

1.    Gorgaon 

2 

7 

36 

••• 

50 

Bs. 
6,876 

2.    EewAri 

3 

3 

47 

... 

66 

7,608 

8,    Palwal 
4.    Nuh 

6 

4 

10 
8 

42 

62 

8* 

74 
70 

10,200 
9,624 

*A8Bistatii«  in  some 
of  the  largest  yU- 
lages. 

6«    Firozpur         ... 

8 

6 

46 

... 

60 

8,220 

Whole  District      ... 

18 

27 

34 

223 

8 

810 

42,628 

Section  316. — Other  village  servants  are  the  Chaukidar,  village 
other   Tillage    aerrants,     watchers  and,  in  a  good  many  villages,  tne 
chaukidar,  Bai^ar.  Baldhar.     The  chaukidari  arrangements  were 

in  no  way  under  the  Settlement  Officer. 

The  Bal&har  is  almost  always  a  man  of  the  chura  (sweeper)  caste.' 
His  duties  are  to  call  the  headmen  or  proprietors  when  they  are 
wantedy  to  show  the  way  to  travellers  and  perform  similar  services. 
His  remuneration  generally  consists  of  a  piece  of  land  to  cultivate,  rent- 
free,  a  share  of  the  produce  in  kind  at  harvest,  or  a  cash  allowance  of 
Rs.  2  a  month. 

SectionSVT.—In  my  letter  No.  240  of  1st  August  1877,  Tasked  for 
Bemissioxis  on   aoeount    sanction  to  exclude  from  assessment  for  the  term 
of  gardens.  of  settlement,  subject  to  the  proviso  that  the 

garden  be  properly  kept  up,  all  gardens  which  are  not  evidently 
maintained  with  a  view  to  profit,  or  do  not  yield  a  clear  and  undoubted 
net  income  to  their  proprietors.  The  grounds  which  I  gave  for 
this  recommendation  were,  that  the  total  area  under  gardens  was  only 
992  acres  and  that  they  are  usually  planted  by  men,  who  seek  thus 
to  gain,  not  profit,  but  the  little  presti^  which  attaches  to  the  owner 
of  a  garden ;  that  such  men  in  so  bare  a  district  are  really  public 
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benefactors^  and  that,  even  when  the  fniit  trees  begin  to  bear,  the  net 
profit,  after  deducting  the  expense  of  maintenance,  is  small  when 
compared  with  the  original  outlay.    My  proposals  were  sanctioned. 

The  amount  of  jama  remitted  on  this  account  on  the  whole 
district  is  Ks.  1,972. 

^Section  818. — Some  notice  of  officers  is  necessary.  Mr.  Wilson,  who, 
Notice  of  oOcen.  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  already  noted,  had  the  immediate 

supervision  of  the  di^itrict  work,  as  well  as  the 
burden  of  all  but  important  correspondence,  worked  throughout,  from 
the  latter  part  of  1877  to  August  1879,  with  a  method  and  ability  which 
won  repeated  commendation  from  snccessiye  Commissioners.  There  is 
hardly  need  therefore  of  any  praise  of  mine,  though  from  my  own 
pleasure  I  may  heartily  echo  theirs.  Wherever  he  goes,  Mr.  Wilson 
will  dO|  I  am  certain,  good  and  earnest  work. 

Altaf  Hosain,  Extra  Assistant,  worked  fairly.  He  has  hardly 
energy  enough  for  such  a  post  in  a  laxge  settlement,  but  personally  he  is 
a  respectable  and  estimable  officer. 

Of  the  five  superintendents,  perhaps  Nau  Bahariid-din  was  the  best. 
Mr.  Channing  writes  of  him  as  follows : — 

*'  I  have  a  Tery  high  opinion  of  Nan  6ahardd-din*8  character.  His  natural  abilities 
are  very  fair,  and  he  is  a  hard-working  and  willing  officer.*' 

I  concur  in  this. 

Durga  Parshad  of  Bew&ri  is  thus  spoken  of— 

**  Durga  Parshad  is  in  many  ways  a  rerj  good  superintendent.  He  is  able,  indns- 
itiotts,  and  of  good  character.  Some  of  the  best  work  in  the  district  has  been  done  in 
his  tahsfl,  but  he  has  at  times  also  allowed  rery  bad  work  to  be  done,  the  result  of  a 
supervision  not  sufficiently  close." 

I  think  Durga  Parshad  an  experienced  and  intelligent  man,  he 
knows  his  work  welL  He  has,  however,  it  seems  to  me,  occasionally 
an  infirmity  of  temper. 

Mr.  Channing  says  of  Ealka  Parshad  of  Nuh-^ 

<*  He  is  a  fair  superintendent.  He  is  a  man  of  acute  mind  and  ready  understanding. 
The  work  done  under  his  superrision  has  always  been  very  fairly  good,  but  I  think  that 
his  control  orer  his  subordinates,  and  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  his  office,  are  apt  to 
become  somewhat  lax." 

I  agree  with  this. 

Of  Parmeshri  Sahai,  Mr.  Channing  writes— 

'*  He  is  a  man  of  great  ability,  and  he  has  done  and  can  do  very  good  work.  But  his 
judicial  work  is  sometimes  careleMly  perfonned,  and  in  the  early  pwt  of  the  settlement, 
some  bad  hurried  work,  was  done  in  his  tahsil.** 

I  must  say  I  never  found  Parmeshri  Sahai  thoughtless,  though  he 
wad  sometimes  too  hurried.    On  the  whole  I  agree  with  Mr.  Channing. 

**  l£anu  L£l,**  says  Mr.  Channing,  "is  an  able  and  painstaking  officer,  and  has  justified 
my  selection  of  him  for  the  poet  of  superintendent." 

*  Written  by  Mr.  Maconachie, 
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I  do  not  think  Manis  L&l  is  aUe,  but  be  is  pains-takitig-.  He  is  n 
weU-infcentioiied,  good-natured  man.  Amoi^  the  Deputj  Superinteiir 
dents»  Fazl  Illahi,  Manu  L&l  and  Yusaf  AU  were  the  oest  in  the  order 
named. 

Sri  'Rim  as  a  reader  did  good  work,  and  acted  as  SnperiatendeBt 
on  several  oceafiions.  In  this  character,  however^  he  failed  when  tiiuiB- 
ferred  to  a  somewhat  troublesome  tahsfl  in  Delhi. 

Cost  of  the  Bettlement.  ^^  SW.-The  cost  of  the  settlement 

was  as  follows  :— 

Expenditure  from  Imperial  abd  Provincial  ScaryieeB  Bs.  5,09^643 

Expenditure  from  Fatwiris'  fees,  Settlement  fees,  &c., 

(approximate)  ...  .«.      „    4,40,000 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  give  absolutely  correct  fibres  under  the 
latter  heading,  but  Mr.  Hi aconachie  has  gone  to  England,  and  I  cannot 
find  accounts  for  the  period  after  30th  September  1879  :  up  to  that 
date  the  expenditure  from  settlement  fees  was  Rs.  4,33,770,  and,  as  only  a 
few  clerks  were  employed  after  that  date,  I  have  probably  exittgerated 
the  expenditure.  No  doubt  the  settlement  cost  too  much  and  Ubted  too 
long ;  and  for  this  probably  my  inexperience  is  a- good  deal  to  blame. 
Still  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Ks.  4,40,000  is 
mere  ordinary  expenditure  in  paying  ratw&ris. 


F.  C.  CHANNING, 
late  Settlement  Offi^r,  Gurgaon. 
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APPENDIX  No.  I. 


List  of  Notifications  issued  with  reference  to  the  Ourgaon 
Settlement. 


Number  and  date. 


No.  119  of  29th  January 
1872. 


No.    815   of   14th   Jane 
1872. 


No.  1122  of  5th  Angnfit 
1872. 

No.  1676  of  28th  Novem- 
ber 1872. 

No.  236  of  18th  February 
1878. 

No.  795  of  26th  May 
1873. 

No.  1204  of  12th  August 
1873. 


No.  284  of  23rd  February 

1876. 
No.    429   of   8rd    April 

1876. 
No.  819  of  6th  July  1876. 
No.   364    of   21st  Mai-ch 

1876. 
No.  443  of  6th  April  1876. 

No.  819  of  6th  July  1876. 
No.  732  of  28th  June  1877. 
No.  82  of  22nd  January 

1878. 
Nos.    119,    120,    of    Slst 

January  1878. 

Nos.    122,    123  and  124, 
of  3lBt  January  1878. 


No.  419  of  9th  April  1878. 

No.  639  of  14th  May  1878. 

No.  1108  of  8th   October 
1879. 


Subject, 


Placed  the  district  under  settlement ;  appointed  Mr.  O'Brien 
as  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  in  immediate  charge  subject 
to  the  control  of  Mr.  Wood,  Settlement  Officer  in  charge  of 
the  Settlements  of  the  Delhi  Division. 

Amended  the  above  ;  invested  Mr.  O'Brien  and  Superintendent 
Naubahar-ud-dCn  with  powers  of  hearing  suits  and  appeals 
regarding  land  in  certain  villages  declared  to  be  now  under 
Firot  Regular  Settlejnent ;  directed  Commissioner  to  hear 
appeals  from  orders  in  these  suits  on  the  revenue  side  ; 
and  gave  Financial  Commissioner  power  to  hear  appeals. 

Invested  Mr.  O'Brien  with  powers  as  to  appointments, &c.,  of 

Patw&ris  and  Kanungos. 
Invested  the  Settlement  Courts  with  powers  of  hearing  suits 

under  the  Tenancy  Act.    • 
Mt.  Chaoning,  Assistant  Settlament  Officer,  to  hold  charge  of 

the  Settlement. 
Invests  Mr.  Channing  with  powers  of  an  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner with  full  powers,  and  Mr.  Wood  with  powers  of  a 

Deputy  Commissioner  in  Civil  suits. 
Supersedes  the  above  and  invests  Mr.  Channing  withMhe 

same  poweis  as  those  befoi-e  given  to  Mr.  O'Brien  (  This 
•    was  republished  corrected  in  the  Gazette  of  18th  September 

1873). 

Directing  the  district  courts  to  exercise  their  civil  powers 

in  Tenancy  suits  on  the  i-evenue  side. 
Acting  Superintendent  Sri  Bam  invested  with  powers. 

Superintendent  Mannu  Lai  invested  with  powers. 

Altaf  Husain  appointed  Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer. 

Altaf  Husain  invested   with  the  Vo^^^  ^^  ^^  Assistant 

Commissioner. 
Superintendent  Mannu  Lai  invested  with  powers. 
Acting  Superintendent  Sri  Bam  invested  with  powers. 
Mr.  Maconacbie  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  Settlement. 

Mr.  Maconacbie  invested  with  powers  of  a  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner in  civil  suits  and  under  Tenancy  and  Land  Beve- 
nue  Acts. 

Appointment  of  Mr.  Wilson  as  Assistant  Settlement  Officer, 
and  his  investment  with  powers  of  an  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner in  civil  suits,  and  a  Deputy  Commissioner  under 
Tenancy  and  Land  Be  venue  Acts. 

Acting  Superintendent  Sri  Bam  invested  with  powers. 

Acting  Superintendent  Fazl  Ilahi  invested  with  powers. 

Cancels  all  notifications  granting  special  jurisdiction  to 
Settlement  Courts,  and  directs  the  record  of  rights  to  be 
made  over  to  the  Deputy  Commissioner. 
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\^emo.  of  Judicial  and  Revenue  cases  instituted  and  deddeds  since 
March  1872  to  September  1879. 
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Tmy  ending 


)Urahl87a  ^ 
Do.  1873 
Do.  1874 
Do.  1870 
Do.  1876 
Do.    1877 

Do.   1878 

Transferred  to 
otherconrts    ... 

Do.    1878 


f&x  months  ending 
Septr.  1879 


JudSoia 


44 


Total 


6S 


so 


538 


446 


881 


776 


732 


567 


19 
584 

484 
»l 
796 


44 


710 


58 


BvrennA 


868 


8,688 


8,578 


68 

485 

496 

1,038 
886 

1,088 

4,671 
8,061 


3,941 
2,695 
8,571 
8,898 
2,476 
8,825 

7,490 
8,127 


422   11,700 


2,514 
2,682 
3,046 
8,881 
2,884 
8,182 

11,022 
8,717 


APFEALI. 


Ju^ckl. 


485 

496 
1,028 
1,090 
1,028 
4,671 

l,18fr 
2^461 


49 


EB 


44 


84,523 


88,828 


12,895 


97 


190 


118 


285 


148 


88 


158 
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88 


44 


17 
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18 


26 
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^  STATEMENT  OF  DETAILED   ASSESSMENTS  OF  TAHSILS, 

ASSESSMENT  CIRCLES    AND  VILLAGES. 
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STATEMENT  OF  DETAILED  ASSESSMENTS  OF 


1 

3 

3 

i 

5 

6 

T 

B 

•1 

10 

i 

S 

1 

r 

• 

§ 

MiKHAI.       1 

Uncul 

p^ 

s 

Tahsil. 

Assessment 
Circle, 

1 

to , 

] 
i 

li 

ii 

IS- 

1 

|i 

.1 

! 

f 

% 

< 

w 

HS 

^ 

D 

^ 

Palwal    ... 

Bangrar 

188 

154,606 

219,940 

212.378 

177,126 

10,928 

857 

14,735 

Bhuder 

21 

11,021 

12,901 

12,973 

14.794 

772 

1,638 

Dabri 

9 

17,694 

17,567 

17,624 

13,5401          606 

23 

1,044 

Khadar       ... 

12 

8,979 

13,072 

12,497 

14.4691       2,221 

... 

8,244 

Bangar  Khadar 
Tabsil 

16 
195 

23,383 

30,681 

30,450 

26,808 

8,136 

(     ... 
\      88C 

2,849 
23:510 

Total    ... 

216,583 

394,061 

285,917 

246,736 

17,65i 

Ferozpur 

Pnnahana   ... 

89 

55,632 

78.286 

76,114 

67,631 

5,204 

\     ... 

1.981 

Chiknot 

28 

23.006 

29,545 

25,958 

19,863 

i,oi: 

I     ... 

358 

Mandi  Khera 

28 

31,500 

26.225 

27,884 

16.230 

1.33« 

)     ... 

65 

Landoha      ... 

81 

47,836 

53,293 

51,515 

33,789 

7.80« 

\     ... 

4.H0 

^Bhuder 
Transferred 
from  Nuh 

TahsU 

58 

44,199 

49,611 

48,768 

56,626 

16,85e 

S        13 

534 

15 
244 

5,843 

9,844 

8,030 

8,555 

62( 

)     ... 

283 

Total    ... 

208,016 

246,804 

238,269 

202,644 

S2,34( 

)        13 

8,661 

Nuh 

Bangar 

98 

82.068 

106,761 

104.768 

97,496 

6.071 

r    ... 

6.611 

Taoru 

84 

30.030 

39,789 

38.873 

55,219 

12,55C 

78 

1.991 

Dabar 
lYansferred 
from  Palwal 

106 

92,774 

124,558 

115,811 

103,998 

15,651 

6 

5,099 

1 

611 

1,277 

1,032 

967 

41 

... 

18 

Total    .., 

Tabsii       ... 

2S9 

203,483 

272.385 

269,984 

257,680 

33.331 

84 

13.619 

1   1 
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TAHSILS,  ASSESSMENT  CIRCLES  AND  VILLAGES. 
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TIVATBD. 


114 
208 
16 
166 
187 


681 


24 

7 

6 

82 

130 


207 


826 

69 

1,786 


1 


200 

••• 
6 
18 
79 


297 


16 

"'*14 

128 


180 


17 

"47 


13 


14 


IRBIOATKD. 


14,818 
1,126 
1,869 
1,266 
2,980 


21,644 


4,124 

871 

940 

3,136 

8,906 

207 


I 


67 

4 

1,688 


1,744 


668 
8,168 
8,646 
8.147 
2,387 

669 


12,684  23,480 


2,170        64      10,858 


4,339 

8,747 

2,746 

21 


66 

886 

30,261 


16 


136,426 

11,046 

8.294 

7,679 

17,677 


180,922 


66,714 
9,952 
10,826 
14.667 
82,672 

6,739 


130,080 


16 


160,796 

12,176 

11,846 

8,836 

20,667 


204,2.0 


60,406 
18,486 
14,811 
26.950 
88,966 

7,636 


17 


165,846 

12,911 
12,248  0 
23, 


L672  1 


4271 


62, 

18,861 
14,  ~ 
26,434 
89," 


8951 


767  0 


81,212 


81,161 
85,902 
48,397 

887 


166|847 


85,666 
40.535 
81,404 

908 


206,412 


18  19 


20 


IUTB  P£B  acbb. 


a 

8 

8 


1  8  2 
14 

1    4  10 

13  10 

2    2 


228,'^98l    2    6 


2 

1    4  11 
11    6 

1    8 
IS 


7,927  0  15    0 


166,263   170,2911    2    91    6    61    6  11 


1  4  6 
14    9 

1  6  10 
0  4 
4    7 


1    4    0 


01 


8  6 
I  6  0 
1  IS  11 
1  15 
1    3    7 


1    0    2 


1 


s 


6 

1 

1    7 
1    6 


1    7    8 


1    6    4 


4 

6 
1  14    1 

15 
1    4 


10    9 


4191 


92, 
42, 
88,836 


5860 


1    2 
11 
1    1    9 


1  2  21  3 
14  70  16 
1    4  101    6    81 


30 


9261    1    1 


224,2661    0    2 


1    1  16 


12    2 


1    2    6 


21 


BSVABK8. 


Initial  KhaliM 
demand  Rs. 
383,198. 


The  jama 
flgnrcs  exclade 
flaotnat  ng  as- 


Initial  KhaHu 
demand  Ba. 
3U,57A. 


The  jama 
ilgares  exclade 
fluctuating  aa- 


1  8    11 


InitUlKhalin 
demand  Ba. 
2B1.9I4. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

fi 

6 

7 

a 

9 

■0| 

1 

h 

t 

MiNHAI 

Uncul 

lO 

^ 

i 

S 

|i 

1 

m 

Tahsfl. 

Assessment 

5 

^a 

if 

1 

Circle. 

> 
6 

si 
^1 

1 

f 
1 

'? 

"a 

JZi 

< 

w 

A 

H 

& 

•J 

o 

Guiigaon    ... 

Bahora 

11 

18,432 

23,110 

22,072 

17,732 

616 

301      6201 

Hill 

22 

10,728 

13,062 

12,690 

40,191 

20,707 

*»- 

3,307 

Dahar  or  Na- 

jafgarhJhil 

12 

22,813 

21,071 

16,682 

12,6fiB 

2,085 
10.1593 

IC    1,071 

Sohna 

28 

14,500 

19,902 

'    19,908 

80,598 

2C       896 

SibI 

22 

13,249 

16,429 

ir,^7y 

19,429 

1,862 

S       792 

Silani 

27 

19,476 

20,920 

21,941 

19.80C 

2,435 

... 

1,935 

Sahibi 

17 

13,124 

17,972 

19,010 

17,678 

774 

151 

4,399 

26 

25,075 

30,468 

31.272 

41.793 

'  4,486 

316 

6,329 

Easan 

12 

36',:f35 

9.069 

8,662 

12,379 

1,202 

••. 

323 

Gargaon 

41 

86,328 

88,015 

40,33C 

6,650 

16 

3,602 

Adjoining  Da- 

bar 
Tabsil 

9 

11,168 

10,314 

10,732 
216,853 

9,913 

1,189 

... 

1,165 

Total ... 

227 

191,095 

217,645 

262,648 

61,098 

644 

23,339 

Bewiri     ... 

Palbawas    ... 

85 

28,175 

29,307 

29.254 

29,083 

1.048 

12 

1,355 

Pabar 

39 

82,733 

84,668 

34,005 

52,103 

10,479 

114 

2,374 

Rewari 

41 

22.987 

22,415 

23,180 

25,268 

1,618 

39 

8,466 

Shabjabanpur 

9 

11,152 

11,141 

11,198 

11,324 

1,397 

... 

1,093 

Sabili 

56 

59,935 

63,193 

62,967 

49,714 

6,842 

178 

3,193 

Kasauti        ... 

17 

27,230 

26,717 

27,198 

26,156 

845 

87 

1,743 

Magdersbor... 

74 

48,271 

49,430 

50,865 

40,980 

2,990 

28:^ 

2,39.1 

Mundbi 

23 

22,608 

24,838 

24,865 

26,075 

898 

21 

1,560 

Transferred 

villages    ... 

15 

10,454 

13,493 

12,561 

11,788 

674 

■'■ 

693 

Total ... 

Tabsil 

309 

263,645 

275,202 

276,096 

272,481 

26,691 

684 

17,863 

Total ... 

District 

1,2641 

1,083,722 

1,306,097 

1,276,619 

1,242,089 

160,118 

1,706 

31,988 
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TIVATED. 


O 


66 
222 

103 
6d 
213 
419 
292 
806 
189 
87 

29 


480 
618 
1,826 
49 
648 
861 
637 
863 

261 


18 


14 


15 


IBUOATED. 


12 


3 

10 


173 


2,480   226 


4,633 


10,071 


16 

12 

133 

"'42 
46 
13 
19 


279 


2,046 
700 

a?o 

1,668 
2,036 

948 
8,678 
4,157 

423 
3,096 

688 


19,668 


4,946 
4,237 
3,496 
1,018 
10,780 
3,667 
8,347 
3,360 

1,971 


41,812 


1,046  106,461 


'8 


4,648 
644 

4.483 
1,096 
25 
8,607 
2,876 
1,098 

988 

844 


20,209 


1,247 


2,426 


79,071 


9,906 
14,611 

4.613 
16,260 
16,000 
10,462 

U.608 
26,677 
10,242 
26,719 

6,097 


146,094 


21,227 
34,2C9 
16,180 
7,767 
27,884 
19,468 
26,417 
19,874 


1,179   7,111 


179,187 


801,639 


16 


s 


16,498 
16,966 

9,426 
19,014 
17.060 
15,017 
12,062 
30,832 
10,666 
30,803 

7,629 


184,861 


17 


26,173 
38,606 
18,676 
8,786 
39,911 
23,126 
84.764 
23,224 

10,261 


223,426 


987,161 


•8 


I 


18  19 


20 


Bats  per  Acre. 


17.08611 
19, 


^484  0 


,6031 


10, 
19,986 

I8,r 

17,371 

16/ 

36, 

11, 
34,666 


,986  0 
,065  0 
371  1 
7641 
992  0 
177  0 


666  0 


8,724 


210,906  0  13    2 


610  0 


28,023 
4l,i 
23,601 
9,927 
43,694 
26,274 
37.707 
26, 


166  0 


11,214 


1,080,266 


8  111    4    8 
6    00  10 


60 


6    0 
10 

12    8 
1     1    9 

1 
12 
11 
16 


19    2 
16  11 

0  13    7 

1  4 
1     2    21 

1 


1    1    4 


1  0 
10 
0  14    8 

0  16  10 

1  4  3 
1  0  8 
I    8  10 

16    3 


1    1    0 


246,1061    0    2 


60 


? 


1 

s 


1    5 
12 


13  6 

12  4 

1    1  6 

1    8  8 


1  12 
1    0 

0  14 

1  7 
9 
0 

0  12  11 

1  8 


1    0    6 


60 


1    0  8 

13  1 

0  16  8 

1  2  1 
1  7 
1  1  3 
1    6  7 

0  16  10 

1  1  11 


1    1  11 


1    0    51    2  11 


1    6  10 


1    2 


21 
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The  jMim 
figures  exclude 
fluctuating  as- 


9|lnitial  Kbalisa 
demand  B8« 
906,B«7. 


1     1  10 

0  14     2 

1  3  10 
1  4  6 
19  3 
1  2  10 
17  6 
1    1    2 


1    8    7 


1    8    9 


1    4    8 


InUialRhallFa 
demand  Ba, 
364,897. 

Initial  Klialifla 
demand  Rs. 
1,M8,461. 
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RUiAflKS. 


1    8 


1    8 


10    9 

16    8 

1    3  11 
1    111 

1  11  11 
1    8    0 

1    4    5 


A  rery  gooi  Jit  vlUag*  wH-h  jfrol 
fldtls,  increase  of  ottltiTation  76  per 
cent. 

A  very  good  Jkt  vninge  clow  to  Palpal; 

euUivation  haa  quadrupled;  the  Kncha 

wGlla  asae^sed  as  barani,   As  canal 

Irrigation  has  been  introduced  and 

will  certainly  supplant  them. 

Soils  fAir,  owners  not  good  agricaltnrlsts* 
•ot  a  great  increase  either  of  cultlTa- 
tion,  wells  salt,  and  not  fully  used. 

Son^  nearly  average,  wells  salt.  Rents 
admitted  Ks.  2  a  bigah,  which  would 
justify  a  Jama  at  circle  rates,  but  the 
increase  is  too.  sodden.  Close  to 
Palwal 

A  vrt-y  good  vllhige  In  every  way,  as 
the  increase  is  great,  a  lura|>  as<4ee»- 
S3cntof60  per  cent,  added  to  the 
Jama  is  made. 

A  tery  good  vlllape,  but  the  increase  ia 
great,  and  some  abatement  there* 
fore  made. 

A  Skinner  Tillage,  half  rent-roll  gives 
almost  exactly  tue  circle  rates. 

A  fine  J&t  village  with  good  soibt,  th« 
circle  rates  though  giving  a  Isnrge 
Increase  are  perfectly  fair  save  as 
regards  chahi  as  the  waiter  lies 
rather  deep  and  salt.  The  carnal 
has  been  introduced  hefre. 

A  great  increase  here,  and  not  %e11 
pn>tected ;  troubtes  too  with  the' 
Gujar  ex-b'uwadars,  gentle  rates 
therefore  are  applied. 

Soils  rathcE  below  average,  fortaer 
ossessmeftt  light,  so  that  now  in- 
crease at  circle  rates  is  greaiter  than 
increase  in  coliivatioik 

Tbe  increase  very  great,  And  the 
owners  BrAHmittf, 

No  abAdi,  and  no  protection  o(  cultiva- 
tion firom  drought,  the  increase 
taken  is  enougl^ 


A  fine  village  but  already  fully 
n^ard  being  had  to  its  resources. 

Soils  fair,  water  sweet,  evUlvatioD  more 
than  trebled^  bnt  the  inerease  is 
*  very  great. 

A  Skinner  village,  half  rent  roll,  allow- 
ing thenioal  Rs.  1 2|  per  txni.  tot  «x- 
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BlOkAiixs* 


Brahmins,  linnase  of  cnltivttion  69* 
per  cent.,  water  near,  bat  wellr 
bracUBh,  an  Increaae  taken  in  Jain«' 
of  60  per  cent. 

Originally  a  Jaglr.  Soils  at  drde  rater' 
aare  chahi  which  may  be  aliitte* 
higher,  wator'belng  near. 

A  good  JU  Tillage.  Something  above  - 
ctrole  rates  only,  as  the  Increaae  li- 
very oonalderable. 

A  J4t  Tillage  near  Rodal.  WelU  salt, 
and  the  increase  in  coltlTSition  not 
so  great  as  the  increase  ofjama  a8 
drole  rates, 

A  very  good  J4t  Tillage,  soils  good,  and 
canal  ifrigotion  Introdnoed?;  formec' 
assessment  must  have  been  high, 

A  Tery  good  Tillage;,  bat  ownerr  axe 
Oajars;  canal  irrigation  introdnoed 
and  room  for  extension,  bat  as  the 
rlM  is  large  anr  abatement  is  allowed. 


A  J4t  Tillage  with  soils  mainly  good« 
material  (nonose  of  rewaroes  s<rtha8 
the  jama  may  faixiy  be  raised  allttle. 

A  Tery  good  Tillsge  near  Hasanpnr 
owned  by  ChtormM.  Thekacha 
wells  will  be  supplanted  by  canal 
irrigation,  and  the  increase  is  tery' 
considerable. 


A  Skinner  Tillage,  assessed  at  half  the 
lent-roll,«Uowlng  Bs.  124  per  cent,- 
for  expenses. 


Owners  not  the  best  agrioaltntlsts,  the* 
increase  too  is  lai)|e.     Soils  rather 
onder  the  aTerage^ 

A  large  increase  and^not  protected  1^ 
irrigation,  there  is  however  the 
power  of  extension. 


An  increase  in  caltiTation  of  68  per 
cent.,  the  owners  Uto  in  Stfandhad. 
An  increase  of  80  per  cent,  is  taken^ 
in  the  jama. 

A  strong  J4t  Tillage  a<M|tomed  to  pay 
a  fall  minnieiiti  iit  vSm  nboTs  aTer^ 
age  saTe  the  chahi,  most  of  the  wellf 
are  brackish,  thoagh  the  water  ie 
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AnincreMe  InrMotiroet  herejiutlfies 
the  increft8»  taken  in  the  jama,  bu* 
the  estate  is  too  b^  for  carffful 
cultiTatioc  ttaroHffhout,  and  the 
crwnen  are  not  oC  the  best  figri- 
oultarist  claaees. 

Soife  h«re  not  ^Kry  good,  ^ater  deep, 
and  owners  Saiylds.  TbeiXMreaBe 
taken  i»  enoughs 

AGnjar  Tillage  in  which  enortnoii» 
extension  oicultivation  has  takeiv 
place.  Wa^r,  however,  at  a  oonsid" 
tfftkble  depth,  and  the  increate  at 
chak  rates  is  too  large. 

Clrde  rates  nearly,  owners  Brahmini» 

Soils  almost  all  good,  bat  wells  salt 
and  owners  Brahmins.  The  ezten- 
tfon  in  CDltivation  has  been  enor> 
mous,  bnt  the  rise  in  jama  cannot 
be  propontional, 

A  rery  good  TlllAge  bat  we  cannot 
raise  the  jama  to  anything  like 
circle  rates.  Brahmins  owners. 

Only  a  slight  increase  in  caltivatioiv 
owners  Brahmins,  soils  about  aver- 
age. 


Owners    Qnjars,   former 

light,  soils  good,  wells  deep  and 
either  salt  or  brackish.  The  rircle 
hktes  give  a  more  than  proportion- 
al incre^M. 

A  Skinner  estate  assessed  at  t  the  rent- 
roll,  Bs.  12i  per  cent,  fo^  expenses,. 

Jkt  owner  non-resident.  A  very  light 
jama  heretofore,  water  rather  deep, 
and  pukka  i«ttUs  bnckish,j8oU  on  th» 
^hole  fair» 

Berenne  mtes  for  the  circle. 


A  good  Jat  village  with  snptrlor  soiL 


Kach  the  same  state  as  at  last  settlement^ 
save  that  the  owners-  have  benefit- 
ed by  the  rise  in  prices,  on  this  a 
small  incre4se;.(^f  jama  has  been 
taken. 

10   5    Fair  soil,  but  owners  art  Sheikhs  and 
'       %[eo8  and  the  cultivation  is  not  well 
protected  against  drought. 
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Eerenne  granted  to  the  owners  fo^ 
MTTioee  rendered  in  the  mntiny; 
Chak  rates,  laTe  the  magda  which  i4 
worUi  only  Be  1. 

Affood  Tillage.  Water  near.  Solli 
above  the  average.  A  good  Increase  iii 
rssonrces  and  power  ol  further  ezten* 
ding  cnltiyation. 

A  very  good  J4t  Tillage.  Soila  very 
good  and  wi^  near  bat  some  welli 
are  salt.  The  barani  raie  however 
may  be  fairly  made  Be:  1-9-0. 

Water  here  piretly  deep,  and  soils 
rather  Mow  the  average. 

i)epth  to  water  oonAiderahle.  Owners 
are  Brahmins.  Bevoiae  rates  givd 
too  great  an  increSse. 

^inoe  measnrement  110  aores  of  th4 
cnltnrable  hav«>  been  broken  np^ 
otherwise  chak  rates. 

A  .good  estate,  soil  and  water  go4 
lands  wen  cultivated.  Owne^  nearly . 
Jfcts.  Barani  rates  may  well  be  Be.  i 

1  very  good  village,  hitherto  oonsldexed 
as  Government  property, .  but  now 
ordered  to  be  restored  tb  the  Owners. 
Kear  the  main  road  canal  irrigation 
introdnoed.  Bolls  all  above  tb^  aver- 


A  .Oovemment  village.  Well  galL  uaiu 
JDBot  averagv,  magda,  good. 

Close  to  Palwal.  The  owners  admitt 
taking  Rs.  8-8-0  per  acre  and  lire 
reported  to  take  more,  cnltivation 
has  more  than  trebled.  A  fair  jama 
would  be  Rs.  514  but  abatlnff  for 
the  inoieaBe  Bs.  450.  ^^ 

1  flne  J4t  village.  Soils  good  save  tb« 
|»hnr  which  ii  inferior,  water  deepw 
and  wells  not  much  used,  canal  irrga- 
tion  introduced,  cnltnrable  waste 
extensive.  The  soils  must  be  aisessed 
above  chak  litci, 

&oi)s  good,  but  three  ont  of  flYe  laes 
are  on  salt  water.  Owners  Brahmins, 
and  not  so  great  an  increase  in  n- 
sonroes  as  might  be  thought  firbm  the 
increase  at  chak  rates. 

fioils  good,  but  ownersBrahmibsand 
Sheikhs.  Bs.  35  on  the  cnltnrabto 
waste. 

As  the  increase  in  'ccltivatlon  hds  been 
enormous,  low  rates  are  taken,  dou- 
bling the  Jama  up,  has  h^herto 
been  very  high. 
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Solkgood.  Wilh  cinnl  Inrf  Elation  I  he  dry 

r»tw  inDBt  b«  abort'  the     nviTagp, 

.  tiKTiuat  Eew    1-lu^fl  and   maeiiiL  Ub, 

Btrt  W£h  e&nnot  hniKs  to  wftcb  cirol^ 
raiiSL,  the  lucrptise  It  tu  fpi^l.  Low 
mten  TUI13IE  lie  rIJowliI,  (  liabJ  Kg, 
3-4-0,  Nftrmut  lU*.  1-2-0^  Uanilft  ntiii* 
12  and  Hbur  anjui   8,  eT4<Q  eimt  tbo 

Fonuerlj  113  aeroA  dnbrS^  ao*  ha  plgn 
c^f  «ricb  land  Hold  to  buto  btii^n  euC 
ofl  l)jf  the  Agra  roadj  ebalil  luftrior, 
<Khcr  flujja  Bt«rage« 

Botli  bilow  arenkg?^  and  owners  Brah- 
p]if)iitbc  JticTfa»Q  i,u  rates  gtvuUJt 
tban  ill  cultlvjitioi], 

801I4  about  ftTer«gf,  bat  Ttlla^  ii<E!ai 
tb(^  market  town  uF  llaHAu^ur, 

Qu^ar  rllbiEP»  arcrage  itoll^  ocar  Falwal, 
but  tb£  well  la   brack  Lib, 

UaXt  tbtit  Tillai^  lH!Toiigs  to  GoTemiDe&t, 
At  loMt  setLii^wtuiv.nly  ai<^iuA|l  (>oitIotL 
WM  cuItt^aiiLii  and  tlir  asfiiouDietits 
'waj  TtTf  light,  "ihtrc  k  ^tiU  a  large 
Ciilturublu  wa^fttti  pruduciug    jjala. 

Soils  ffcodj  bnf  wella  lalt  n^^t  Paliral 
ftbd  the  culLurabh'  buii  bt'i'ti  iiarti- 
tlomcd  for  cdUiTatlau  Ht  1-4-y  pti 
acrg  all  rijuuct  on  ualtiTatir^n* 

Soil  good,  iralw  *alt,  ownws  Mooi»  Ee, 
l'J-ii  fM.r  acre  niigbt  Usa^ ktxl  wcmtt 
11(4  I  Sua  tbi-  jiijun  hai  hlibirtobKa 
so  lowj  0.  loiDp  sum   Uk^  fiug  niBC&iHl, 

A  Bmall  Jil  TllLage  witb  no  »badL 
gait  Ppflnfrii  atj  tbe  i^ctlti ration  ii 
BD  protect  id.  lie.  1-3-fl  ftli  roaiul  oa 

CulLiV&llDU. 

ifif^  tfood^  watfflf  vwect,  bst  omiar* 
SaLjIdi;  tbc  welli  too  atv  raoil  of 
Ibuioeld. 

BoUa  ratbf^r  Inft^rior  of  thtJr  e1aa«^ 
valor  ratber  dcefi,  an  si  owatTi 
CrabmifiA.  ^ultui-Hblowasto  ratbc; 
K  allar« 

Good  soil  neat  Ptalw&l.  Canal  irrif  atlon, 
bub  tbu  inetvaea  of  JAtua  td  larvt"  a4 
couaparcil  wi^h  hu:tai^v  t>ii  culEj^a-. 
tioTJ,     Incnhuo   tbir«[dre    onlj  by 

A  Skinner  Tilings  fls?«Mod  at  half  tbs 
rcnt-mllj  allowbi)^  lis.  1^|  ptr  oeiil. 
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paiiABirfit 


A  very  good  will,  owned  Iv  very 
liUgiooB  Sheikhs. 

^yide.  On  the  hKok  of  the  Jamna,  hot 
Dokheoir.  Soils  narmot  sTeragc^ 
oagda  inferior.  A  little  canal  irrir 
gation.  Cnltnrable  area  remaining 
now  small. 

/kijars.  Soils  «rer«ge,  but  the  inpreaa< 
is  great 

^Circle  rates. 

/L  fine  J&t  Tillage.  Soil  good,  but  iwater 
is  salt,  and  the  Inc^'eaae  in  cnltlFatlitn 
4s  less  than  'iihat  at^  the'  chak  rates, 
Chahi  is  assessed  at  ^.  3-6-0,  narmot 
Be  1-8-0. 

Chak  rates  nearly. 

Soils  ayerage,  -but  t^e  i^craase  ^n 
oultiTation  has  not  been  so  great 
as  that  at  circle  rates,  the  ownors 
too  are  Pathans,  and  there  is  no 
room  for  extension. 

Soil  fair,  but  ownflci  Onjars,  and  the 
increase  at  circ^  z;atee  pi  three-folid. 
A  lamp  sum  of  Bs.  1,600  is  I  ' 


A  good  Tillage,  ahn 
to  require  UU 
tipn. 


dyso  assessed  a^ 
e'    or  nQ   altera 


1   6  11 

1  IS  9 

1  11  3 

16  4 

1  10  8 

1    »  7 

14  7 


Owners  Heot.  Well  braoUsh,  and 
water  .deep,  XDBfida  aTerage^  narmot 
iuf  enov,  and  Dhur  bad. 

jCirde  ratee. 

A  very  fine  J4t  ^^iflage.  Soils  mainly 
good  narmot,  water  sweet,  and  irrT* 
ffation  mostly  on  pakka  wells,  phah| 
Bs.  8  and  narmot  Be.  1-8-0. 

Circle  rates  nijjarly. 

Polls  about  aTerage,  wells  fwee^,  but 
most  of  them  Kacha,  and  will  glTo 
way  before  the  canal  irrigauon. 
I  treat  their  land  now  as  banifni, 

A  good  Tillage  and  close  to  Palwal, 
water  sweet,  and  owners  J4t«. 

Soils  fair  and  Tillage  near  Palw^  bu^ 
the  wells  a^  brackish. 

A  Tillage  without  abadl  belonging  tQ 
the  owners  of  Oachi  Patti  in  HodaL 

Circ]!.^  rjitto  iK:*rly,sav(i  in  tbechAhi, 
whLcli  it  himkieh  'wtAm  and  thus 
pat  at  Ba.  ^§-Q^ 
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BEMABK8. 


Narmot  ayerag«,  but  naflfda  and  bhAt 
inferior,  ihe  Increase  too  at  the 
circle  rates  is  too  high  for  the 
Brahmin  owners. 

JL  Skinner  estate  assessed  at  |  the 
rent-roll,  allowing  Rs.  13^  per  cent, 
for  expenses. 

Increase  on  cnltiyatlon  Rs  240  per 
cent.  Increase  at  drda  rates  Rs. 
lOS  per  cent,  soils  good,  save  the 
maj^a  which  is  rather  inferior,, 
wells  sweet  and  pakka.  Drj  rate 
little  lower  than  those  of  the  circles. 

The  increase  at  the  drole  rates  la  too 
large  to  be  taken,  the  owners  are 
Brahmins ;  8  of  the  lAos  are  on  kacha 
wells  ;  and  of  the  soils,  bhur  is  in- 
ferior in  its  class. 

A  J4t  yillafre  of  good  soil  aTenwre 
depth  to  water,  bnt  braoktsh  wells. 
Former  aaFessment*  seem  high,  bat 
the  increase  in  resooroet  warraatc 
the  new  jama. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soil  fair,  bnt  owners  Brahmlzw,  and 
there  is  no  pakka  well. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soils  fair,  save  the  bhdr  which  Is  in- 
ferior, otherwise  circle  rates. 

Qood  toil,  sweet  wstor,  bnt  owners 
areGnjars  and  will  hardly  bsar 
the  increase  at  circle  rates. 

Narmot  fair,  bnt  magda  bad,  and 
bhdr  not  good.  Many  wells,  two  are 
kacha.owners  Brahmins,  yet  water 
is  sweet  and  near  the  surface,  and 
coltorable  waste  is  extensiv€\i 

Soil  mainly  good  narmot,  owners  Brah- 

mins,  and    wells    mostly  brackish. 

'  The  increase  at  circle  rates  cannot 

be  reached,  lump  smm  Bs.  4,000  is 

fair. 

A  Skinner  village  assMsed  as  ninal  at 
i  rent-roU. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soils,  save  a  few  acres,  of  good  magda 
is  all  good  narmot,  ooltnrable  waste 
eztendve,  bnt  the  wells  are  salt, 
the  Jama  announced  is  the  r^nlt  of 
these  facts  balanced  agsinst  each 
other. 
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greater  than  increase  in  cnltiTatioo. 
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howeTer,  is  well  managed 
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creased,  we  cannot  hope  to  follow  It. 
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Bolls  fUr,  bat  cnltiTatlon  not  protected 
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Circle  rates  nearly 
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gation, but  owned  by  Gajars ,  the 
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An  inorgase  in  ooItiTation  of  Bs.  08 
per  cent^  an  increase  in  jama  is 
taken  of  Bs.  50  per  cent.  Owners 
are  Oajars,  bat  they  lire  near 
Falwal.    Boils  fair  ^ 
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Cirde  rates  oMrlj 

Oirole  rates  nearly 

Mooh  in  the  same  state  aa  at  laat  Settle- 
ment.  Soils  good,  owners  Jdts  and 
dcin^  well,  no  need  to  reduce  the 
jama 

A  very  good  village,  sate  bhi&r  in  the 
middle  of  the  estate  canal  irrigation, 
and  increase  of  ooltiyation  by  76  per 
cent.  The  increase  now  made  how- 
ever is  enough  for  the  owners. 

Land  not  very  good,  being  dry  and  some- 
what salt,  the  wells  thus  are  not  up 
to  the  average.  Owners  Brahmina 

Girole  rates  nearly 

Cirole  rates  nearly 

YUIage  at  present  over-asBessed.  J4te 
are  owners  and  canal  irrigation 
has  been  introduced ;  the  relief  now 
given  will  be  suflBcient 

Boils  here  arc  inferior 

A  smaU  carefully  enltivated  estat^J 
doing  well  at  present 

Oirole  rates  nearly 

Oirole  rates  nearly 

Bdls  below  the  average,  one  wdl  sweet 
but  old,  the  other  brackish,  irriga- 
ble area  perhaps  rather  oversta* 
ted 

Soil  fair,  but  unprotected  by  irriga* 
tlon,  no  abadl 

Sofls  good,  an  Immense  extension  of 
cultivation,  but  owners  are  Brah- 
mins, taking  low  rates,  Bs.  3  chahf 
and  Be.  1  barani,  we  yet  get  a  large 
increase  which  is  enough 

Wells  inferior  and  brackish,  the  culti* 
vatlon  therefore  is  unprotected,  nor 
has  it  increased  much,  low  rates  are 
necessary 

The  inovease  has  been  enormous,  and 
the  soils  are  fair,  but  at  last  Settle- 
ment it  was  very  highly  assessed  aa 
being  almost  waste.  It  la  enough 
to  double  the  jama 

Oirole  rates  nearly 

A  large  estate  divided  into  7  pattis,  soOfl 
moderate,  oaaal  irrigation.  Aioac: 
Mtown 
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^0  material  changfe  advhable  here. 
Owners  are  paying  their  way  bat  no 
advance  can  be  mode.  No  reduction 
required 


A  good  Tillage,  rather  highly 

An  increase  <ta  the  irrigated  area, 
but  a  decrease  of  30  acres  ia  culti- 
Tation 


Soils  rather  below  ayerage,  but  ala^^ 
inorease  in  cultivation,  the  increase 
taken  is  as  great  as  is  sate 


atole  rates  nearly 


The  owners  here  are  not  doing  welL 
The  assessment  in  fact  is  somewhdt 
high  for  the  sdls 


The  owners  are  not  In  good  cireatti- 
stanoes  so  that  thdugh  caltivation  has 
somewhat  Increased,  no  advance  is 
poMible,  Bs.  89  dedrease  is  suitable 


A  good  villac^  but  fully  aweesed.  No 
material  change  can  well  be  mad^ 


A  goiod  ^&t  vilUK^  but  heavUy  f 
ed.  Onltivation  has  oomikiratively 
retrograded,  and  the  reduction 
gif  en  is  required 


A  good  village,  somewhat  heavily  as" 
sessed  at  present,  the  email  xc4nctioa 
giten  is  advisable 
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Name  of  Tillage. 

I 

« s 

§1 

1 

|| 

■  a 
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il 
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h 

1 

1 

MinhaL 

Uneulttva- 

1 

II 

1 

8 

1 

169 

BAgpur 

2,284 

1»465 

1,881 

2,184 

1,751 

1,960 

404 

... 

185 

8 

170 

Bohrampoi 

137 

127 

127 

320 

160 

301 

• 

... 

82 

... 

171 

Bhad 

in 

878 

875 

469 

443 

875 

58 

19 

« 

173 

Bholra 

•88 

888 

888 

488 

487 

1,110 

897 

... 

821 

la 

178 

Jhnppft 

... 

87 

821 

128 

561 

140 

260 

7^ 

174 

Dostpur 

428 

428 

428 

•89 

.807 

895 

59 

... 

167 

1 

i 

175 

Hajnpnr 

668 

680 

•80 

1,502 

1,271 

1,203 

97 

... 

220 

• 

s 

n 

I 

M 

D 

176 

ZebalMMlKherU      ... 

288 

388 

388 

410 

886 

517 

17 

203 

177 

Solara                  ... 

8^16 

8^16 

4,198 

8,268 

5,944 

5,900 

708 

... 

1,616 

... 

178 

Shokhptn 

880 

800 

800 

618 

453 

492 

15 

... 

59 

1 

179 

ForteiqnoNagar    ... 

068 

741 

628 

448 

448 

642 

145 

... 

94 

9 

180 

Naglia 

... 

... 

328 

840 

228 

618 

847 

•- 

119 

46 

Total       ... 

8.488 

8,210 

8,879 

18,073 

12,487 

14,469 

2,221 

... 

8,244 

156 
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SI        I        39      I 


IS  I   16    J    17 


18 


19 


90 


94 


18 


Irrigated 


11 


414 


88 


109 


176 


478 


19 


18 


1,906 


5" 

If 


160 


960 
889 


66 


1,418 


160 


998 

889 


668 


T79 


998 


8,090 


998 


8.668 


417 


Mate  per  acre 


I 


889 

901 


7,679 


401 
901 


8,880 


1,806 


199 


899 
718 


491 


886 


1,176 


§00 


0.199 


477 


497 


866 


t%948 


1    9    1 

0  19    9 

1  9  11 
0    t    6 

0    8    8 

0  10  10 

110 

0  1111 

1  9    1 

0    14  8 

014    9 
0    0  10 


!1 


I 

g 

h 


14    6 

0    18  4 

16    0 
0    11  8 

0  4  10 

1  1    1 

116 

0  19    4 

1  4  11 

0  10    9 

18    0 

1  111 


16    8 


10    0 


17    9 
16    0 


1    7  10 
10    1 

10    7 
14    9 

111  8 

114 

1  6  10 
10  9  10 


i?o8kiniier  vUlagB-l  Brahmloi  And 

GanrwM,  Bnbjeofc  to    riTOr  aotion. 
Soils  below  the  aTenge 

BubJ^HJt  to  river  action.  Soil  eomewbat 
Inferior.  Qanrwo  owners  who  have 
hardly  enough  land  for  their  needs 

Soils  aTorage,  but  owners  are  Brahmins 

Subject  to  river  action,  no  Irrigation.  Soil 
about  average,  tut  under  theoiroum- 
stanoee  of  the  viUage  are  asseased 
rather  below  rates 

Swept  oATBr  by  the  Jamna  every  year. 
Qanrwanand  Muhanimadan  BaJpnts. 
Cultivation  assessed  at  EeTl-i-O. 
Onlturable  at  one  anna  per  acre 

Average  village.  Brahmin  owners.  Culti- 
vation has  more  than  doubled,  bu9 
'some  abatement  has  been  made  in 
assessing  as  the  increase  is  so 
great 

A  very  good  village:  most  of  It  flood- 
ed yearly  by  the  Jamna,  the  increa«»v 
yielded  by  the  rates  however  is  too 
large  to  be  followed 

Ganrwa  owners.  Soil  average ;  fomsr 
assessment  rather  low,  A  large  oul- 
turable  area.  But  inczease  of  n- 
sources  is  not  so  great  as  the  circle 
rates  might  indicate 

A  first  rate  Khadlr  village  owned  by 
Oaurwas,  famous  for  producing  ia 
good  seasons  a  lakh  of  maunds  of 
wheat.  Irrigation  abundant,  and 
onlUvatlon  has  more  than  doubled 

A  small  Khadlr  village,  abnormaUy 
low  assessment  hitherto,  so  that  now 
we  are  crippled  in  raising  It,  Bs  409 
Is  as  much  as  can  be  safely  asked 
now 

Ctrole  rates  nearly 
Cbde  rates  nearly 
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Kailie  of  tdlAii. 


AttMl 
Bno6hpnt 

Fahladpor 
Thantari 

Chaddhat 

Haaanptir 

Haaauimr 
Bahimpor 

Eashipor 


KnBbak 
Onrwaii 
abort 


MxirtJi3&ba4 


I 

il 
il 
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850 


Ii0i5 


864 


1^186 


9^027 


4,840 
1,778 

3,850 


8  J  38 
1.173 


1^43 


r 


iM 


461 


648         466 


ei6 

1^180 

7^818 

1,260 

8,800 
1»381 

3,473 


1^ 
8,818 


1,891 


618 
IjOiO 

6j3d0 

liS60 

3,786 
1»100 

1,600 


1,987 
1,467 
8,470 


1,364 


111 

Si  ** 


t»0 
1,106 

671 
li664 

6,974 

1^661 

8,846 
1,407 

3,789 


4,911 
1,089 
8,439 


094 


10 


r 


^1 


^6 


1^167 


1,431 

6,118 

1,474 

8,367 
1,344 

3,473 


4,904 
1,078 
8,868 


1,134 


899 
886 

479 
1,348 

4,888 

1,338 

3i906 
1)718 

3,J37 


4,066 
1,349 
3,733 


1,366 


11         13 


JOnkU. 


It 


306 


118 


88 


660 


864 

833 

166 


886 
368 
148 


388 


U    I  14 


135 


41 


94 

989 

80 

68 
838 

130 


383 
187 
397 


268 


17 
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o 

■si 
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o  IS 
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100 
63 

eo 

106 

1,086 

135 

855 

78 

375 


140 
80 
856 


18 


ifi 
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469 

713 

839 
910 

S»338 

954 

3,085 
984 

1,638 


8,846 

710 

1,917 


069 
774 

889 
l/>66 

8,814 

1,079 

3,890 
1,063 

1,908 


8,486 

790 

3,378 


655 


694 
B33 

438 
1,160 

4,378 

1,160 

3,531 
1,891 

3,043 


8,719 

983 

3,574 


705 


Satept^^  acf0 


0  18  10 


1    1  11 


h 


BXSAlKSt 


1    8  11     16    8 


983 


1    4  11 


1  a  8 


14    6 


18    2 


1    111 


Oil    7 


1    1  11 


18  6 
0  18  11 
16   9 


014    8 


17    6 


18    7 


1    7    8 


1    4    4 


1    4    8 


0  14    4 


1    6  10 


1    8    1 


1    9  10 


16    4 


1  IS    7 


16    5 


1    6    91 


1    9    9 


An  inferior  Tillage  belonging  to  Brah- 
mins.  Soils  rstber  below  tbo  aver- 


18    6 


1    4  11 


1  11 


13    4 


The  Skinner  Tillages  hare  been  i 

at  i  the  rent  roll,  allowing  Rs.  12| 
per  cent,  for  expenses  of^  manage- 
ment, exeeptions  in  the  cases  of 
Masadpnr  and  Baghpnr 

A  Brahmin  Tillage  in  which  the  resonr- 
ccs  haTO  largely  increased  since 
Bettlement.  Gnltorable  waste  coTered 
with  trees 

The  increase  at  drole  rates  is  somewhat 
too  large,  the  Tillage  is  not  a  good 
one,  water  is  near,  but  soils  are 
below  the  average,  and  the  owners 
(MalUhs)  are  not  good  agricnltnrlsts. 

A  Terr  good  Jit  village,  wells  sweet 
and  water  near,  bot  many  of  the 
wells  are  kacba,  rather  a  large  area 
shown  as  irrigable  The  increase 
now  taken  is  snffldent 

Formerly  a  jagir  Tillage,  andthojama- 
mnst  originally  have  been  hard, 
cultivation  now  has  nearly  doubled, 
on  the  whole  this  Tillage  is  below 
the  average 

J  Not  very  good  cnltiTators  here,  so 
that  the  increase  taken  is  enough 

A  good  deal  of  the  Ehadir  lands  lost, 
and  much  of  the  Bangs r  is  inferior. 
A  Biloch  TiUage 

Karmot  fair,  but  magda  and  bhOr  rather 
inferior ;  cultivation  since  Settlement 
nearly  treble,  and  canal  irrigation 
introduced.  The  increase  however  at 
drole  rates  would  be  rather  too  high 

A  Bklnner  village ;  ohak  rates  nearly 

Ohak  rates  nearly 

A  superior  J&t  village.  Soils  almost 
throughout  fair,  water  nearer  than 
the  average  of  the  chak.  A  considerable 
increase  in  resources  warrants  the 
increase  taken 


19    6 


This  village  has  hitherto  been  OTer-aa* 
sessed.  Soils  average,  but  water  neat 
and  sweet,  and  the  town  of  Hasanpn^ 
is  also  near 
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TAHWLPALWAL, 
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NanM  of  ^rtUage. 


ICflsadpar  .^ 

Wall  Mobamadpur 


Total  Chak 


GaAJTD  Total     ...  8^,7M 


400 


1,129 


86,168 


CIrole  rates  on 


•'I 


881 


671 


83;0M 


W,828 


amended  anaa 


ii 

111' 


881 
618 


38,888 


3.16,688 


&1 

ill 


iU 


64T 


aor6ei 


3,94^1 


3,04/)61   3,86,917 


I! 

^  it 

1^1 


StiO 


ea;4ao 


3,86.91T 


10 


I 


61  a 


689 


36301 


3,40J86 


11    )13 

MinhaL 


t   E^ 

II 
1^ 


81 
104 


18       14 


3,]ii 


17,668 


880 


3.340 


38,610 


i8r 


681 


X.B, 


-The   amonnt  shown  aa  initial  demand  In  the  Jamabandl  Statement  sent  in  U%  the  Deputy  Comraiarionar 
Bs.  C48  lor  gardens,  and  Ba.  1,776  for  protective  leases  from  tbe  Utteri«&B,  3,718 ;  and  allow  Bs.  91  for 
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18 
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31             33       1      38 

34 

••• 

e 

IrrigaUd, 

P 

1 

1 

BaU  perocr§ 

t 

1 

J? 

i 
1 

8 

8 

I 

SO 
97 

••* 

931 
979 

941 
419 

484 
485 

oil  1 
I  1  1 

Oil  11 
14    8 

I    Oil 
18    8 

baa  deoUned,  nMOMed  aocozdiogly 
OintorfttMnotflj 

79 

VM 

... 

17^77 

X0.M7 

39.973 

••• 

•*• 

... 

397 

31^ 

1.744 

1,80.933 

3Maio 

3,38.898 

... 

... 

N,  B,^Tb»  •moont  entered  in  the 
Jamftb(iDdi,IU.  3,84,008  Nagliabere, 
it  entered  on  ite  rednoed  jama  of  Bs. 
32fi,  being  Ba.  91  Ues  (ban  in  tbe 
JamabandL 

iBa.  3^9.389.   To  reoonolletbia  with  the  Ba.  9,88,917  dboim  hart,  dednct  Ra.  801  on  aoeonnt  of  maafl  and  jagir, 
Nagli*  eniarad  base  aa  Ba.  328  and  tbero  aa  Ba.  918.    The  azoasa  waa  atterwacda  redooad. 


R.    MACONACHIE, 

Settlement  Officer. 
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VILLAGE  ASSESSMENT  EEPOET, 

TAHSIL  FIROZPUB, 
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Name  of  Tillage. 
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1,447 


1,000 


1,781 


1,221 
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2,368 


463 


894 


696 


1,046 
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44 
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214 
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2,224 


423 


869 


552 


1,003 
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214 


530 


Bate  per  aere 


§ 
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1    8   4 


I    8   9 


1    911 


11010 


110  6 


1    810 


1    6   2 


5901   5   0 


1   6   2 


1    4   7 


1  10  6 


110  8 


112   2 


HI   7 


1    9   7 


18   0 


1   5   8 


1    8  8 


1 

3 

s 
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1   5   8 


11010 


110  8 


118   8 


111   7 


1   9   7 


18  0 


1    510 


1   8  8 


BSMABKf. 


A  very  good  viUage  and  present  jama 
very  low.  Circle  rates  however  give 
too  great  an  increase. 

A  good  low-lying  village,  bnt  the  in- 
crease of  reBoarces  is  uot  enough  to 
justify  a  jama  at  circle  rates. 

A  good  village  with  a  large  increase  of 
cultivation.  Eacha  wells  can  be 
made  at  pleasure. 

This  village  adjoins  Chak  Mandikhera 
at  the  circle  rates  of  which  the  jama 
would  be  Bs.  999.  The  small  in- 
crease now  taken  is  justified  by  the 
increase  in  resources. 

A  good  village.  Cultivation  largely  in- 
creased, and  apparent  decrease  in 
irrigation  is  only  on  kacha  wells 
worked  mostly  in  drought. 

Nearly  an  average  village  of  the  circle, 
but  the  considerable  increase  re- 
quires something  lower  than  circle 
rates. 

A  good  low-lying  village,  but  without 
abadi.  In  wet  seasons  troublesome 
weeds  choke  the  crops,  hence  only  a 
moderate  increase. 

A'  very  good  village,  and  it  might 
have  been  assessed  at  circle  rates 
had  not  the  increase  bom  so  great. 

One  of  the  Kotla  Jhfl  villages  in 
which  the  fixed  jama  is  assessed 
only  on  the  part  which  is  always 
cultivated  ;  on  the  other  Bs.  2  per 
acre  whenever  cultivated.  Owners 
at  present  badly  off.  The  Bongnr 
Chak  is  only  191  acres. 
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33,462 

29,545 

25,958 

19,863 
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Atema  Shamsabad 

AM  Sika 

Aqlimpnr  Ffrozpnr 
Aqllmpnr  Ntih  ... 

Imam  Kagar     ... 

Bahiipor 

Basai  Khan  Zada 
Bhadas 

1,425 
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466 

1,330 
6,700 

1,465 
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641 
601 

693 

404 

950 
4,607 

1,019 
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464 
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903 
2,982 
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851 
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439 

877 

830 
2,846 

1,030 
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464 
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Bemaekh. 


8    0 
I    4    7 

1    8    0 


Circle  ratei. 

An  inferior  villAge  wit!i  ioil  iotnewTiat 
knJar.  bnt  a  tctj  largo  mcnasc  in 
eultlvation. 

Soils  good  but  not  often  flooded  by 
the  Landoha,  tbe  dahri  rate  is  there- 
fore JBad©  Re.  1-10-0  ooly. 


1   6   6 


2 

99 

494 

... 

97 

^^ 

122 

64 

- 

401 

2 

"■ 

306 

29 

89 

71 

97 

166 

139 

19 

... 

1,682 

605 

97 

186 
40i 

307 

189 

402 
1,701 


699 

97 

186 
407 

307 

195 

404 
1,701 


1  10    9 


11210 


I  11   6  1  11    8 


114   0 

I 
11211114   2 

I 
I    S    21    4    2 

17    318   2 


112   62   0  8 


114   0 


No  reduction  required^  but  the  increase 
flboT^Ti  in  cultivation  is  mftinly  no- 
minal I  Bfl.  11  added  for  gardens. 

Soils  good  though  pomewhat  touched 
by  rch.  Some  redaction  on  present 
jama  required. 


1 14   2  Circle  ratoa. 
14    6 


1   8    2 


2   18 


114   32   010:2  1   0 
1   9   1110   9110  9 


Soil  good*  hut  nn  irrigation.  The  Tillage 
is  poo;  and  neede  relief. 

The  village  is  doing"  fairly  and  needs 
no  relief  I  on  the  other  hand  the  jflma 
cannot  be  raisedj  the  cultiYation  is 
really  barani, 

A  very  good  village  of  the  chak  ad- 
joining Chak  Landoha.  Owners  are 
well  off  and  an  increase  may  fairly 
be  asked. 

Circle  rates. 

Circle  rates,  some  redaction  needed. 
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915 

788 

631 

622 

588 
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274. 

8 

... 

< 
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608 

381 
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465 
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21  3 
115 
1  13  6 
I  11  1 

1  14  7 
jL    6   2 

X   7    1 

2  3   2 

2   1    1 

2  0 

2   2   6 

2   Oil 


1 

■4-t 


1  9   1 


2  2 
0 
1  16 
1  11 
1  16 
114 


I 


B 


18  418  4 
2  6  0l2  6  7 
2    2 

1  6   6}l    7   6 

2  3 
2   2 


2    2   1 


2   8 
2    2 


Bbmabks^ 


1  9  1  Soils  good,  bot  wella^fdl  kacha  and  salt. 
Mortgages  heavy.  The  village  needs 
relief. 

2  2  2  Circle  rates  nearly,  the  present  jama 
is  appropriate. 

2  0  6  Circle  rates  nearly.  Soils  good,  but  the 
water  is  salt.    Resident  owners  poor. 

1  15  2  A  fine  village  but  over-assessed,  reduc- 
tion required  as  given, 

1  12  1  Another  fine  village  but  over-assessed, 
Relief  given.    Soils  good  and  low  lying. 

1  15  4  The  village  is  poor  and  needs  more 
relief  than  the  circle  rates  give. 

I  14  9  Present  assessment  high,  and  owners 
poor.  Soils  good  and  some  benefit 
from  hill  drainage,  Reduction  given 
is  sufficient. 


Circle' rate3.  The  reduction  given  seems 
fair. 

A  very  good  village  and  doing  well ;  no 
material  change  desirable. 

Owners  doing  fairly,  no  need  for  reduc- 
tion, still  the  assessment  is  a  full  one. 

Soils  fair  save  in  the  chak,  and  a  large 
increase  of  cultivation. 

A  remarkably  good  village,  though  at 
present  ovcr*assee3ed, 

Soils  good,  bat  wells  kacha  ftnd 
blockish.  Chahi  at  Ea.  3  juid  the  t^^l 
at  circle  xateSi 
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TAHSIL  FIROZPUB, 
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6,890 
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1,380 
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1,236 
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38,696 
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6,214 


921 
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988 
629 

4,867 


11 

So 

li 
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3,477 


31,600 


Circle  rates  on  amended  areas 


762 


766 


486 


3,633 


26,238 


26,226 


•8 


1 


ga 


764 


4,041 


809 


704 

928 
633 


& 


896 


1,966 


mnhdi 


5 


19... 


116 


3,924 


27,884 


'     620 

418 

461 
318 

3,432 


16,230 


196 


13 

11 
67 


147... 


1,336 


UnenUi- 
vatsd 


66 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xli 


GURQAON  DISTRIC3T— continued. 
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Bate  per  acre 
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1,826 
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1,810  2   1   1 


423 


404 

488 
261 

2,275 


424 

406 

440 
251 

2,285 


1    411 


11011 

2   0   9 
110 


10,325 14,811 


14,895 


111   6 


8 

I 

I. 

8 


2  0   1 


2  0   2 


2   8    12   8   5 


114    6 


11110 

2   17 
111 


108 


1   9101111    6 


11311 


1 
I 
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Bemabks. 


114  7 


11111 

2    1 

2    111 

111    7 


Village  very  poor,  and  needs  relief, 
deposits  of  sands  have  been  made  in 
its  d4bri,  a  material  redaction  given 
but  no  need  to  go  lower. 

This  large  village  is  no  doubt  at  present 
over-assessed.  Band  deposits  and 
floods  less  frequent,  stiU  the  soils 
are  good.  Rates  chahi  Bs.  8-12-0, 
dihri  Rs.  2-6-0,  narmot  Rs.  2, 
magda  Us.  1-8-0,  bhur  Re.  1-2-0  +  26 
for  gardens. 

Owners  rather  broken  down  at  present, 
but  the  soils  are  good.  Wells  too  are 
fully  used,  and  area  per  lao  small. 
The  relief  now  given  should  start  the 
village  again. 

Soils  about  average,  bat  village  poor 
and  needs  relief. 

Circle  rates  are  appropriate. 

A  very  good  village  with  fertile  soils 
and  well  watered.  No  material 
change  desirable. 

A  very  good  village.  Soils  almost  all 
good,  but  the  owners  are  poor  and 
require  relief.  Rates— chahi,  which 
is  good,  Rs.  4,  d4hri  Rs.  2-2-0,  narmot 
and  chiknot  Re.  1-14-0,  and  magda 
which  is  very  good,  Re.  1-10-0,  bhur 
Be.  1-2-0 


114  1 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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BEMABEfi^ 


113   4 


5932   0   6 


2    19 


1 14  6  The  land  here  lies  rather  high  for  the 
Landoha.  No  material  change  caa 
be  made  with  advantage. 

1  8 10  This  is  a  village  below  the  average  and 
the  assessment  cannot  be  raised ;  it 
may  however  be  left  witiiout  reduc- 
tion. 

2  2  2  A  very  fine  estate  stretching  across  the 
Landoha  valley.  In  good  seasons  the 
d^hri  grows  sugarcane,  chahi  Bs. 
3-8-0,  d&hri  Hs.  3,  chiknot  and  narmot 
Be.  1-14-0.  Rates  rather  high  but 
justified  by  the  increase  in  resources. 

1 13 10  A  good  village  in  the  centre  of  the 
valley.  Soils  are  fit  for  circle  rates 
but  some  abatement  is  allowed  for 
the  increase. 

2 11  6  A  well  cultivated  market  gardening 
little  village  close  to  Firozpur.  Above 
the  average. 

18  6  Not  a  good  village  of  the  chak,  a  large 
hill  area  which  affords  wood  and 
grazing.  Chahi  Rs.  3,  chiknot  and 
narmot  Be.  1-8-0.  Bs.  26for  miscel- 
laneous income  and  Bs.  3  for  gardens. 

19  2  Soils  good  but  lie  high,  wells  are  not 
fully  used,  and  area  given  as  irrigated 
is  excessive.  Increase  taken  is  8ufii« 
cientr 

1 13  4  Nearly  average  of  the  chak,  but  water 
rather  deeper  than  usual,  no  room 
for  extension.  The  increase  taken  ia 
enough  for  the  village. 

2  1  9l  This  village  has  suffered  from  the 
diminution  of  the  Landoha  floods, 
but  the  Nagli  band  will  benefit  it 
and  the  owners  are  not  very  poor. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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2    111 

1  8  10 

2  SH 
114    5 

1   811 
113 


114    1 1  14    2 


110   2 


2   6    6 


110    2 


2   010, 


Watered  by    the    sandj    jhir.    Soils  . 
receive  injury  and  benefit  from  it. 
UhahL    Re.  3*8-0,  all  other  cultiva- 
tion Hs.  2-4 -a 

Village  oveT-as^ssed  and  in  need  o( 
relief.  The  sand  of  the  Jhir  does 
real  harm  aod  proapeet  of  «ome  fur- 
ther injury. 

Village  Ilea  hig'li,  and  m  dooa  not 
benfcfit  much  by  floods.  Wells  deep, 
Chabi  Bb,  2-12-0, 

Soils  good  but  lie  rather  bigh^  well  deep» 
Chabi  n&  3,  d£bri  He,  2-8-Oj  chiknot 
and  uiinnot  lie*  1*6-0, 

Soils  good,  but  lie  rather  high  ;  well  a 
dcGp,  Chahi  Rs.  3,  dihri  Bs,  2-8-0, 
ddknot  auduarmot  lle»  1-6-0.  This 
iticrease  is  large  enough. 

Circle  mtes  approprlato, 

A  good  village  with  level  fair  eoil^. 
No  kneba  we\]By  and  wat(!r  rather 
deeper  than  average.  Circle  rates 
however  give  too  large  an  inereaae* 

Circle  rates  nearly,  no  advance  poB' 
Bible  here. 

East  of  village  poor,  west  good,  sand 
deposited  bat  an  increase  of  cuUiva" 
tion.  The  asaet^ament  la  best  left  as  it 
stands, 

A  very  jine  estate,  lying  fn  miil  valley. 
Soils,  save  Bome  of  the  bhtir,  gocxl  ; 
preeerit  asseeRinent  very  high  but  the 
produce  is  very  ^ciOd,  Sugnrcane  is 
grown  on  the  dibri  and  the  village 
baa  been  accuatomed  to  pay  a  large 
asBessment.  Cbahi  Rs.  B-B-Oj  ddhri  Rs, 
3,  chiknot  and  narmot  Ks.  2,  magda 
He.  1-8-0,  bbiir  Ra.  1-4-0, 
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19   4 
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1  210 
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fiEMABEB, 


113    4 
11210 

110   0 

1  210 

11610 

2  2   5 

110  9 
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Not  a  good  Tillage.  Soil  good  bnt  lie9 
high  ;  wells  too  are  deep,  Ghahi  Re* 
8,  narmot  Re.  1-8-0. 

Land  lies  high,  and  dihri  so  called 
gets  flooded  only  in  exceptional  years* 
One  of  the  wells  out  of  order.  No 
greater  increase  than  this  is  safe. 

Soil  good,  but  springs  ealt,  and 
mortgages  prevalent. 

Circle  rates  appropriate.  The  jama 
announced  was  Bs.  665,  but  reduced 
by  the  Financial  Commissioner  as 
one  of  the  Landoha  villages,  Rs.  505* 

Circle  rates  are  appropriate  with 
something  on  the  gardens. 

Tillage  very  much  as  it  was  at  the 
time  of  Settlement .  Assessment  had 
better  be  left  as  it  is. 

Part  of  the  land  lies  high,  part  lies  low, 
and  is  good  dihri.  As  a  whole  the 
Yillage  is  a  very  good  one  and  should 
bear  a  higher  assessment.  Ib^ 
owners  are  however  poor. 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 


2   0 


Circle  rates  appropriate. 

This  village  cannot  bear  any  advance^ 
The  jama  had  better  stand  as  it  is. 

7  West  good  and  flooded,  east  inferior. 
No  large  reduction  wanted  but  un« 
doubtedly  the  jama  is  a  full  one. 


118   4 


115   9 


A  large  increase  in  cultivation  bnt  no 
great  increase  in  assessment  can  be 
made.  The  village  ci\nnot  bear  it^ 
Band  has  been  deposited. 
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OURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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An  average  village  as  regards  soil,  bnt 
water  lies  rather  deeper  than  usual. 

Very  nearly  circle  rates. 

One  of  a  group  of  villages  in  Landoha 
valley  cut  off  by  the  Bultanpur  band. 
They  are  still  above  average  though 
reduction  has  to  be  given.  Cotton 
largely  grown. 

Soils  all  fair  and  water  near.  Six  new 
laos  beside  the  increase  in  cultiva- 
tion. Bates  chahi  Rs.  3,  d4hri  Es. 
2,  chiknot  and  nartnot  tia,  1-8-0^ 
magda  Rs.  1-2-0,  bhur  annas  14,  but 
the  chahi  area  put  down  is  too  small. 

No  land  entered  as  d^Uiri,  bnt  sand  has 
been  deposited,  other  land  good.  No 
material  change  in  jama  desirable. 

Land  in  two  valleys  between  hills  ; 
all  the  lower  land  is  good.  Good 
miscellaneous  income.  Cultivation 
much  extended,  but  50  per  cent,  in- 
crease is  enough. 

Soils  poor,  wells  mainly  katcha  and 
owners  not  well  off.  The  large  in- 
crease in  cultivation  does  not  war- 
rant any  great  addition  to  the  jama. 
The  jama  announced  was  Rs.  548, 
but  leduced  by  the  Financial  Com- 
missioner as  one  of  the  Landoha 
Tillages  to  Rs.  518. 

632|oil  8015  6015  6|  Soils  inferior,  and  welts  deep,  light 
rates  here  required. 


One  of  the  Ulahta  group  (see  nipra) 
save  that  part  of  the  hits  is  inferior. 
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GUBQAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Bbmabks. 


1  7  3 


A  good  village  of  the  chak,  with  a 
large  increase  in  cultivation  over 
80  per  oent.  The  increase  in  irri- 
gation is  on  katcha  wells  which  are 
generally  worked  most  in   drought. 

A  fair  village  with  60  per  cent,  in- 
crease In  cultivation  since  Settle- 
ment and  11  per  cent,  in  irrigation. 
Water  a  little  deeper  than  average. 

An  inferior  village  with  no  abadi,  the 
Well  rarely  used. 

Dahri  inferior  but  water  near  for  the 
wells.  A  large  increase  in  cultiva- 
tion but  probably  on  the  worst  soils. 

A  Ehanzada  village,  with  an  increase 
of  over  1,400  acres  in  cultivation 
mostly  in  bhur,  however,  or  inferior 
magda.  Rates  must  be  light,  as 
the  chahi  is  partly  on  old  wells. 

Soils  inferior,  wells  deep  and  little 
used,  a  very  large  increase  in  cul- 
tivation but  the  circle  rates  cannot 
be  approximated. 

A  good  village  but  wells  not  general- 
ly in  full  use.  Some  abatement  in 
circle  rates  given. 

This  village  consists  for  the  most  part 
of  bhur  cut  up  by  Nullahs.  Bates 
chahi  Rs.  2-8-0,  diirn  Bb.  2,  bhur 
annas   8. 

Resembles  Ulahta  (q,  v.)  and  a  simi- 
lar assessment  has  been  made. 


16   0  The   village   is   below   the   average. 

Chahi  Re,    2.8-0,  magda  Rs,  l-l-Oj 
bhur  ansae  13, 
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Bemabks, 


Wate?  near  and  sweet  but  soil  bad 
of  its  kind.  A  large  increase  in  re- 
sources both  in  caltivation  and  in 
well  irrigation. 

Soil  poor,  but  water  near  and  area 
entered  per  lao  small.  Owners 
well  off.    No  need  of  reduction. 


15  4  East  soil  high  and  inferior,  West  low 
and  good.  Bhur  inferior,  at  former 
Settlement  a  large  area  of  chahi  " 
shown  ill  the  ddhri  lands  which  in 
time  of  drought  arg  irrigable  from 
katcha  wells.  The  new  cultivation 
is  on  inferior  lands. 

013100  14  iIa  poor  village,  injured  by  sand  de- 
'     posits. 
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Soil  not  naturally  good,  but  the  estate 
is  well  cultivated  and  close  to 
Firozpur.  Owners  fairly  off  and  a 
small  increase  in  demand  justifia- 
ble by  the  increase  in  resources. 

Ddhri  generally  flooded  only  by  hill 
water,  and  water  near  but  generally 
salt,  otherwise  circle  rates  appropri- 
ate. 

Rather  above  the  average  in  its  bhup 
and  magdn.  The  increase  in  jama  is 
warranted  by  increase  in  resources. 

Circle  rates  very  nearly. 

Very  much  like  the  preceding  village 
and  asBe<4sed  at  the  same  rates. 


Soils  below  average,  and  wells  rather 
deep.  The  increase  too  is  veiy  large 
at  chak  rates. 
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Well  Unddibri  and  bhtir  inferior, 
magda  fair.  The  increase  now  given 
is  sufficient. 

This  Tillage  was  injured  by  sand 
deposits,  aid  received  relief  ^  the  jama 
itow  is  light,  but  the  owners  are 
poor,  and  more  damage  may  oome. 
No  advaaoe  possible. 

A  yery  lai^ge  increase  in  cultiTation 
%ut  the  soils  are  bad.  The  village 
an  inferior  one,  and  the  owners  not 
well  off. 

A  oonsiderable  increase  in  resources, 
rates  d&hri  Bs.  2,  and  chahi  Rs.  2-12-0,' 
the  well  water  is  generally  brack- 
ish. 

The  soils  are  nearly  fit  for  circle  rates, 
but  the  increase  is  so  sudden  that 
some  abatement  is  necessary.  The 
jama  announced  was  Rs.  1,600  but 
reduced  by  the  Financial  Commis- 
sioner as  one  of  the  Landoha  villages 
,460. 


J     to  Rs.  1/ 
Circle  ratec 


rates  nearly^ 


111   2 


012  7 


800|d  10 10016   2|015  9 


Circle  rates  tor  the  chahi  and  magda 
a  trifie  less  for  (he  dihn  and  nar- 
mot ;  the  owners  are  well  off. 

An  inferior  village  -with  a  very  large 
increase  of  cultivation.  The  increase 
in  jama  must  be  moderate  te  suit 
the  means  of  the  owners.  Jama  an- 
Bounced  was  Rs.  474  but  reduced  by 
the  Financial  Commissioner  as  one 
of  the  Landoha  villages  to  Rs.  880* 

A  great  increase  of  cultivation  but  the 
band  has  diverted  the  NttUa,  The 
pre^ut  jama  ia  beat  for  this  village. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ivi 


TAHSIL  PIROZPUB> 


12   3 


10 


I    11     |l2|    13  I  U 


'j3 


I 


i 


39 

40 
41 


EH 


Q 
Id 


u 

48. 


l^iLine  of  ^Elag€. 


Easba    Firozpur 
Jhifka. 


Eaiaira  Firospor 
Eorabri 


Kolgaon 

Kherla  Khurd  ... 
Kberla  Ealan  ... 
Kherli  Kolan    ,.. 


d  f1 


4,644 

Mir 


%12 

71a 
1,536 

323 


0 

^d 

«— li 

d:  t* 

:j 

-=00 

^ 

0  ^ 

t23 

t 
* 

^-s 

Cp3 

•3 

-g  tic 

IS  -3 

B 

B'3 

»-s 

>d  ^ 

^*j 

Sj^ 

as    0 

™^ 

*==    % 

£  s-> 

.^H 

t^ 

pa 

< 

M61 

6.259 

2,707 

1»8H 

902 

566 

801 

801 

1»14C 

Uh 

3&9 

S1& 

T12 

49S 

l,06i 

D04 

6CS 

532 

312 

2i>7 

S.2 

I! 


-b 


4,707 

1,1^3 
343 

099 


1,118 
250 

97U 

GS5 


5^ 


1^ 


G,413 

1,72* 

&00 

300 


1,048 

2G1 
E3U 


3* 


g 
H 


6,244 

1,106 
332 


M'mhdi, 


6 

63    U 


2,746 

40 
24 


1,052       565 


1,030       247 


189 
484 


904;         908 


600 
BOO 


453 


2,474 


13 

81 
24& 

84 
1,760 


13 


rated. 


U 


18 


U 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ivii 


GTJRGAON  DISTRICT.— continued. 


15 


16       17       18         19 


Cultivated, 


93 


549     278 


48 


74 

24 
55 

77 

41 
9 


130 


150 

16 
55 

87 

134 


1 

f 


2,489 


1,063 


291 


546 

134 
291 

584 

194 
705 


20         21 


23 


24 


Hate  per  acre 


i 


3,316 


1.063 


868 


469 


3,485 

1,066 
368 

487 


748 

369 

714 


-a 
8 


01310 

1    811 
1   4  5 

012   2 


110  1 


770       783 

174       176 
401 


4031 


7490 


714  0 


1   6  0 


110   2 


1    0   3 


1    6   1 
1    9 
14   6 


16   2 
2   5 


I 

a 
O 


1    810 


Bbmarks. 


1  9101   911 


16   0 


111    4 


1    5   5 

1  7  9 
1  5  5 
1   3  4 

110  0 
0  8   6 


1   5   9 

1    8  0 
i    5 
1   3    4 

110   0 
0  8    6 


Hoils  fair,  and  the  estate  having  its 
own  market  as  a  town  is  specially 
well  situated.  Yet  the  increase  in 
cultivation  is  mainly  on  weak  soils* 

This  village  is  like  Ulahta.  No  fur- 
ther reduction  seems  called  for. 

Jama  has  heen  regularly  paid,  but  the 
owners  are  poor,  some  reduction  is 
therefore  needed.  The  produce  of 
these  lands  however  in  the  north- 
west of  the  Flrozpur  valley  is 
good. 

The  village  is  in  much  the  some  con- 
dition as  at  last  Settlement,  and 
there  seems  no  reason  to  change  its 
assessment. 


Soils  fair,  but  the  cultivation  is  not 
quite  good.  This  increase  though  at 
somewhat  low  rates  is  enough^ 

The  village  has  suffered  from  sand 
deposits ;  otherwise  the  soil  is  good* 

Soil  about  average,  but  the  condition 
of  the  village  is  not  good, 

An  increase  of  cultivation,  bat  the  good 
lands  have 'been  injured  by  sand 
deposits.    No  change  advisable. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

An  inferior  village  with  a  great  in- 
crease in  cultivation.  A  large  hill 
area  also  which  supplies  pasturing 
to  a  great  many  animals.  .Tama 
announced  was  Ks.  409  but  reduc- 
ed by  the  Financial  CommiRPioncr 
as  one  of  the  Landoha  villages  to  Rs, 
350. 
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1  6 10|  This  Tillage  leeembles  Ulahta,  All  soils 
good  of  their  kind  save  the  bhor, 
under  the  hill  some  reh  however. 
No  great  lednction  required. 

0 14  9  Ghahi  assessed  at  Re.  l-8-0,as4he  well 
is  rarely  used,  other  soils  at  cirele 
rates. 

0 12  0  The  soil  all  of  inferior  bhur,  rate  12 
annas  all  round,  the  well  is  hardly 
ever  used. 

I  0 10|  Some  increase  in  cnltiTation,  taut 
some  deposit  also  of  sand.  The  jama 
had  best  remain  as  it  is. 

1  4 11  A  good  village  in  which  some  increase 
may  be  fairly  taken,  as  cultivation 
has  increased. 

1  2  7  An  inferior  tract  at  annas  14,  and  a 
good  one  with  chahi  Ks.  8-8-0, 
narmotRs.  1-12-0,  magd'i  Ba.  1-6-0, 
bhur  annas  14.  The  increase  in 
cultivation  has  been  considerable 
but  the  jama  wais  orginally  stiff. 

16  1  The  west  part  of  this  village  is  very^ 
good.  There  is  no  need  of  a  large 
reduction  though  room  for  some  :  aa 
given. 

1  4  0|  Large  increase  of  cultivation,  though 
the  soils  are  poor.  Some  addition  to 
the  jama  is  justified. 

1  4  6|  Jama  regularly  paid.  A  large  increase 
in  cultivation,  but  damage  done  by 
deposits  of  sands.  No  material 
diange  desirable. 

15  4  Water  near,  and  sweet.  The  soils  might 
perhaps  justify  higher  rates,  but  the 
increase  is  considerable  and  suffi- 
cient for  the  village^ 
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2  0  Soils  average  bnt  water  brackish,  and 
increase  considerable. 

Soils  rather  below  the  average,  and 
not  much  increase  in  cultiySiin. 

of  the  wells  very  old.  Chahi  Rs.  2-4-0, 
nannotRs.  1-2-0.  It  is  not  desirable 
to  take  more. 

Oaltivation  unprotected.  Narmot  Rs. 
1-3-0,  magda  annas  16,  bhur  annas 

Soil  good,  but  water  salt  and  cultiva- 
tion not  well  protected. 

Li^htlyassessed.  Last  Settlement  chahi 
IB  worth  Rs.  2.8-0,  as  water  is  sweet 
and  near,  barAni  soils  inferior.  The 
increase  taken  is  large  but  the  rates 
are  low. 

Circle  rates.  The  village  is  a  good  one. 


9  A 


fully  average  Tillage  but  the  increase 
IS  so  great  that  some  abatement  is 
necessary. 
Soils  above  the  average  with  canal  ir* 
ligation. 

6  Soil  good  but  unprotected  by  irrigation. 

6  Magda  and  bhur  about  average,  chik- 
notandnarmot  somewhat  inferior 
Wellsnot  fully  used,  Chahi  Rs.  2-4-0,' 
narmot  and  chiknot  Rs.  1-3-0, 
magda  Rs.  1-1-0.  bhur  annas  14. 

2  6|  Circle  rates  appropriate. 

6  Soil  about  average.  Well  deep  and 
not  fully  used.  The  increase  is  yeiy 
great  and  low  rates  are  neceBsary. 
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SoU  about  ayerage.  Well  cnltiTataon 
not  very  good,  bat  the  increase  la 
cnltivation  36  per  cent,  warrants  an 
assessment  somewhat  above  o&rde 
rates. 

Much  the  same  as  at  last  Settlement. 
This  village  requires  no  change  in  its 
jama. 

The  increase  in  cnltivation  has  been 
1 14  per  cent  CaDal  irrigation  has  besu 
introduced,  the  soils  are  worth  eircle 
rates,  bnt  owing  to  the  great  rise 
in  jama  an  abatement  is  made. 

Decidedly  above  the  average  of  the 
chak.  The  increase  now  taken  is  small^ 
compared  with  the  increase  in 
resources,  but  the  present  jama  was 
a  light  one  and  population  rather 
presses  on  the  land. 

Bather  below  the  average  of  the  chal:, 
but  a  large  increase  in  well  irrigsftiaa 
has  taken  place. 

Ciiele  rates  appropriate, 

A  town,  but  not  having  much  of  the  h!(^ 
cultivation  usual  near  town&  The 
present  jama  was  originally  high,  so 
that  compared  with  the  increase  of 
resources  the  advance  to  be  mado 
la  small. 


1  0  2 1  0  8|  Wells  rarely  used,  soUs  about  average, 
Oanal  irrigation  introduced,  circte 
rates  almost  appsopriate  but  the 
increase  would  be  too  great  lor  the 
means  of  the  owners. 

1  2  41  211  SoUs  fair,  save  magda  which  is  na( 
good  and  bhur  which  is  inferiot. 
fiicrease  in  cultivation  46  pes  cent* 
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An  inorease  of  80  per  cent,  in  the 
caltivated  area,  and  this  is  now 
protected  by  the  canal ;  well  will 
probably  fall  into  disuse.  Rates  chik« 
not  and  narmot  Rs.  1-6-0,  magda 
Rs.  1-2-0,  bhor  annas  14. 

Circle  rates  nearly.  Soils  abont 
average ;  an  increase  of  10  per  cent, 
in  cultivation,  bat  some  decrease  in 
the  iriigated  area. 


Boils  slightly  above  the  average.  Vil- 
lage doing  well  and  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  resources. 

Soils  rather  salt ;  wells  brackish,  present 
jama  light,  rise  great,  rates  are  chahi 
Rs.  2,  barani  Re.  1. 

Soils  all  good  of  their  sorts,  and  but 
for  the  great  increase  the  village 
might  have  been  assessed  at  circle 
rates. 

Circle  rates  nearly.    Soils  all  good. 

Soils  average,  save  some  of  the  narmot 
which  is  rather  inferior.  Circle  rates 
are  appropriate  were  it  not  for  the 
great  increase. 

Soils  fair,  Rs.  5  off  for  the  well  being 
deep,  otherwise  circle  rates. 

Soil  abont  average,  but  wells  rarely 
used  and  increase  very  great. 

Soils  good,  no  need  for  a  reduction, 
the  old  jama  is  retained. 

A  good  village  which  might  have 
been  assessed  at  circle  rates  but  the 
increase  is  too  large. 
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14  716  6  Soils  slightly  above  average.  A  slight 
increase  may  be  taken  as  though 
the  assessment  is  fairly  high,  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  33  per  cent, 
in  caltivHtion. 

1    4  81   6   6  Circle  rates  nearly.     A  fair  village. 

117119  Soils  raiher  kallar,  and  vrells  deep. 
A  light  assessment  heretofore  acqui- 
esces gentle  treatment  now. 

10  610  9  Soils  average,  and  a  very  great  in- 
crease In  cultivation,  so  the  assess- 
ment now  will  be  3  annas  per  acre 
below  circle  rates. 

11202  1  2|A  large  increase  in  cultivation  but  the 
jama  originally  must  have  been  very 
hard,  soil  a  little  kalUir  in  places. 
Village  is  remote  in  Bitoation. 

1  1618  8  Soilsiather  below  the  average.  Increase 
in  cultivation  has  been  43  percent., 
but  on  inferior  soils,  and  the  village 
will  bear  only  the  following  rates- 
chahi  Kh.  2-8"-0,  narmot  Rs.  1-4-0, 
chiknot(hard)Re.  1,  magda  Bs.  1-1-0, 
bhur  annas  14. 

14  11  4  6  Soils  generally  fair.  Water  rather  deep, 
and  some  wells  brackish.  The  estate  is 
a  good  one  near  Pnnahana,  and  canal 
irrigation  has  been  introduced,  still 
owing  to  the  great  increase  somewhat 
lower  rates  are  necessary. 


16  716  8'  Soils  fair.  Water  near  and  sweet. 
The  increase  in  resources  justifies  the 
rates  chahi  Rs,  2-8-0,  chiknot  and 
narmot  Rs.  1-6-0,  magda  Rs.  1-3-0. 

10  911  0|  Cultivation  has  increased  36  per 
cent.,  and  the  circle  ratei  give  an 
increase  of  66  per  cent.  All  cultiva- 
tion will  be  assessed  now  at  Rs.  1-1-0 
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Soil  about  average,  but  Ke.  1  on  tbe 
magda  is  enough  for  the  village. 

Wells  almost  all  kacha,  very  deep  and 
not  fully  used.  Narmot  not  good,  and 
the  increase  at  circle  rates  greater 
than  that  in  cultivation. 

Village  inferior*  Kagda  is  good  but 
other  soils  not ;  the  owners  not  very 
well  off,  and  th*5  increase  even  at 
low  rates  larg^. 

Chiknot  and  narmot  good,.magda  in- 
ferior and  the  bhnr  under  the  hill 
bad,  but  much  pula  grows. .  Water  too 
is  near,  though  in  half  the  wells 
brackish*  Chahi  Rs.  2-8-0,  chiknot 
and  narmot  Els.  1-6-0  magda  Re.  1, 
bhur  annas  1 2. 

Soils  fair,  but  water  deep  and  salt. 
Rates  something  less  than  circle  rate 
all  round. 

Water  sweet  and  near,  though  the  soil 
has  some  saltness.  The  increase  at 
circle  rates  is  greater  than  the  in- 
orease  in  cultivation. 


1   4  4 


1  2   1 
1    4   6 

I  5  n 
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28501410,0  15  7,1   1    1 


An  inferior  village  without  an  db4di. 

A  good  village  fi^  for  full  circle  rates, 
even  though  the  increase  is  large. 

Water  good,  soils  generally  good.  Nar- 
mot is  worth  Rs.  1-5-0,  magda  at 
circle  rates.  The  increase  now  taken 
is  justified  by  the  increase  in 
resources. 

A  very  good  village  worth  more  th^n 
circle  rates,  were  it  not  for  the  sud- 
den rise,  ,  .  1 

Soils  average.  The  in  sgda  even  is  pood 
but  the  cultivation  is  unprotected 
and  Rs.  1-1^  per  acre  is  enough. 
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SqiIb  fair.  Cultivation  well  managed 
bat  the  pakka  well  appears  to  have 
been  damaged  by  sand  and  not 
used  for  several  years,  the  land 
on  it  will  be  assessed  as  unirrigated, 
other  land  at  circle  rates. 

A  good  village  in  the  circle,  lies  low. 
Water  aweet  but  llie  well  is  not 
^'enerallj  uaecl^  chiknot  and  nar- 
mat  worth  Ra<  1-8-0,  magda  Bs. 
1-4-0. 

SoU  averagei  bat  no  &b&(li,  or  irri- 
gation . 

Circle  rateii  are  jast  equal  to  the  old 
jama  which  ii  a  lair  one. 

No  ibsdiT  soil  avera^re,  no  irrigation 
aud  owQCFB  not  tery  well  off,  Rs. 
M-O-allronnd. 

Some  of  the  bbur  ioferior,  other  soils 
average^  water  too  near,  and  mostly 
eweei,  bi:tt  not  in  general  use. 

Already  a  fall  ]'ama,  no  rise  can  be 
taken ,  nor  is  any  ded  action  required 

An  Inferior  village,  Re.  1  on  cultiva- 
tion all  round  is  eofficient. 

A  very  good  village,  save  that  the 
pakka  welle  are  salt.  The  former 
jama  oil  owed  for  profits  made  by 
the  owners  on  cultivation  in  Bhart- 
puT,  «hich  has  now  been  taken  from 
thorn »  They  are  now.  very  poor, 
and  the  asaessmeat  extremely  high. 


Well  not  used,  R>il6  good,  assess  at 
Ke.  1  all    round    as  the  rise  is  so 
great. 
1    4   Sl  Circle  rates  appropriate. 
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Wells  in  general  use,  and* soils  aboufe 
average.  The  increase  of  calti  vation 
on  the  cultivated  area  has  been' 66 
per  cent.,  but  much  of  this  is  on  in- 
ferior soils.  The  rise  taken  is  not  too 
much. 

Chabi  Rs.  2-6-0,  as  below  average, 
bhur,  the  same  annas  12,  other  rates 
as  of  the  circle. 

A  well  cultivated  little  village  fit  for 
'  sugarcane. 

A  good  low-ljing  village,  wells 
sweet  and  water  near.  Worth  consi- 
derably more  than  circle  rates 
Chahi  Rs.  2.12-0,  chiknotandnarmot 
which  are  verj  good  Rs.  1-7-0. 
magda  Rs.  1-3-0,  bhur  annas  14. 

Soils  average  but  wells  salt  so  that 
cultivation  is  unprotected,  save  by 
canal  irrigation  which  is  somewhat 
scMity.  Re.  1  on  cultivation  is 
sufficient. 

Soils  average  but  wells  brackish  and 
little  used,  the  increase  in  cultiva- 
tion has  been  only  21  per  cent., 
low  rates  are  taken. 

Save  }  of  the  bhur  the  village  is 
decidedly  above  the  average  of  the 
circle.  Water  near  and  generally 
sweet.  The  increase  too  given  by 
the  circle  rates  is  less  than  what  U 
justified  by  the  increase  in  re^urces. 


Village     about    the     average, 
worth  circle    rates. 


and 


Soils  good  ;  water  near  wells  general- 
ly used.  Worth  more  than  ciiola 
rates,  chahi  Rs.  8,  chiknot  and  oar* 
mot  Rs.  1-8-0,  magda  Rs.  1-4-0. 
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2901   0  21   Oil 


Soils  good,  Atid  in  themselres  worth 
more  thaa  revenoe  rates,  bat  the 
increase  is  so  large  that  some  abate- 
ment is  necSessary  looking  at  the 
capabilities  of  the  Tillage, 

Soils  good,  and  canal  irrigation  baa 
been  introduced.  The  character  of 
the  Tillage  would  warrant  a  circle 
lates  j  ama  but  the  increase  is  too  large. 


3  2|  Soils  good,  but  the  increase  at  circle 
rates  would  bo  too  much  for  the 
Tillage. 

1  0|  Boils,  saTo  the  chiknot  (too  hard),  is 
good,  but  owing  to  the  saltness  of 
the  springs  there  is  no  irrigation. 
Assess  at  Bs.  1-1-0  all  round. 

2 10]  Village  has  no  abadi  or  irrigation. 

6  11  Soils  fair,  saTe  that  in  parts  they  are 
rather  salt,  and  wells  deep. 

Soil  worth  circle  rates  but  the  little 
Tillage  would  find  the  full  rate 
rather  too  stiff. 

No  abadi  but  the  land  lies  close  to 
Hisamdika  where  the  owners  liTe. 
There  has  been  an  extension  of 
cnltiTation  and  a  slight  increase  is 
fair. 

1  7  0|  A  Tery  good  Tillage  dose  to  Punahana, 
manure  abundant,  and  canal  irriga- 
tion introduced.  The  increase  taken 
is  fully  justified  by  the  increase  ia 
xesouroea. 

1  1  4  A  fair  Tillage  with  soils  worth  circle 
rates,  bat  to  do  more  than  doable  the 
jama  might  be  too  much  for  the 
owners. 
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BSMABXd. 


A  fair  village  with  soils  worth  circle 
rates  bat  the  increase  is  too  sudden. 

A  good  village,  wells  generally  sweet ; 
the  narmot  is  worth  Rs.  1-6-0, 
magda  Bs.  1-2-0,  bhur  only  annas  12. 

The  water  is  salt  and  cultivation  being 
thus  really  unprotected  is  assessed 
at  Bs.  1-1-0  all  round. 

No  room  for  an  increase  but  the  village 
is  doing  well  and  needs  no  reduction. 

An  inferior  village  with  a  large  increase 
in  cultivation.  Waterdeep,  wells  not 
generally  used  and  some  of  them 
katcha. 

Soil  average,  but  the  owners  not  very 
well  off,  the  pakka  well  has  rather  a 
large  area  put  down  for  it.  Chahi  Bs. 
2  and  b&rani  cultivation  Be.  1. 


4291  0  01  0101  1  2  Village  avery  good  one,  soils  excellent, 
might  well  be  assessed  at  circle 
rate*)  but  for  the  greatness  of  the 
increase. 

0  12  10  12  7  No  abadi.  former  assessments  low,  and 
increase  at  circle  rates  very  large,  as* 
sessed  lightly  chahi  Bs.  2-2-0, 
narmot  Bs.  1-1-0,  magda  annas  IJ, 
and  bhur  annas  8. 

110119120|  Soils  good  but  unprotected  by  irriga- 
I     tion  owing  to  the  ealtness  of  springg. 
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Rate  per  acre 
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1770  14  3 
3141  0  1 
2I2I0  16  2 
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1   2   9 


0  10  60  12  2 

1  2   01   2   4 


10   8 


1   0   1 


0  10  6 


I  1  11 


1  2  11 


0  11  20  12  1 


2,0660  16  6 


462  0  16  4 


116 


1,6S0|0  14  0  0  14  81   0  9|  Soil  i  fair,  bat  little   irrigation. 
'  caimot  follow  the  circle  rates. 


285 


24 


Bemabkb. 


Uninhabited,  and  a  cbak  Jhil  formed  in 
the  lower  lands.  Bates  on  the  per- 
manent chak  dh4ri  Bs.  2,  chiknot 
and  narmot  Ks.  1-4-0,  magda  Be.  1. 

Not  mnch  increase  in  resources  of  the 
village  since  last  Settlement. 

Circle  rates  are  appropriate. 

Assessment  cannot  fairly  be  raised,  bat 
there  is  no  need  to  reduce  it. 

Soil  good,  bat  cultivation  is  unprotected 
owing  to  the  ealtness  of  the  springs. 

Soil  good,  and  some  room  for  exten- 
sion, but  no  irrigation  owing  to 
saltness  of  the  springs. 

Narmot  fair,  Bs.  1-6-0,  magda  inferior* 
He.  1,  and  bhur  is  wOTth  only  annas 
8.  The  increase  in  cultivation 
apparently  on  the  inferior  soils,  but 
the  old  assessments  were  mach 
higher. 


1  1  9|  The  estate  is  a  good  one,  but  the  former 
assessments  were  light,  and  the  in- 
crcnee  at  circle  rates  is  far  too 
great  to  follow. 


01610 


1   0  0 


i  0  II 


1    1   91    1   9 


Soila  average,  but  increase  great  and 
cultivation  unprotected. 


We 


The  increase  in  resources  is  not  equal 
to  the  increase  at  circle  rates,  and 
thd  cultivation  is  not  protected  by 
irrigation. 
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if.  JB.— The  amonnt  entered  In  the  Jamabandf  sent  to  Depnty  Comminloner,  is  Ra.  3,86,132,  MtlieinltUl 
reduced  by  Additional  Financial  CommiMJoner  on  ipedLal  report  entered  here,  bat  not  allowwl  for  in  the 


GuRGAOK  Settlement  Office. 
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1   6  4 


Bbuabks, 


7,636    7,92 


s 


irlo  16  4 1 


0   7 


1    1   2 


Good  narmot,  and  avepage  magda. 
Wells  not  fully  used.  Appropriate 
ratesare  Kb.  2-4-0  chahi,narmot  Re. 
1-6-0,  magda  Be.  1-1-0. 


demaiMl.    To  raconcfle  these,  dednot  B9,  7?0  for  JAgfr,  Rs.  260  for  gardens,  Bs.  1,7U  fbr  leMos,  and  add  Bs.  ft47  Amnnnt 
Jamabandi,  becanae  at  the  time  orders  had  not  bean  reoeiTed.   The  oorreot  initial  Khalsa  demand  is  Bs.  3  8&67^ 


E.    MACONACHIE, 
Settlement  Officer. 
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0 14  0  Withoat  a>biUli  or  irrigation,  but  most 
of  the  Boil  good  for  its  class.  Oaltiva- 
tion  assessed  at  14  annas  all  roajnd 
per  aore. 

1  9  9i  A  very  good  J4t  village  on  the  border 
of  ohak  jhil,  water  good  and  near.  1 2 
per  cent,  inorease  in  cultivation,  and 
15  new  UoB  constructed. 

t  0  3i|  About  an  average  village,  but  with  the 
great  inorease  some  abatement  must 
be  allowed. 

1  2  4i  Wells  are  deep  and  salt,  and  the  in- 
crease at  ohak  rat^s  large. 

1  7  lli|  Soil  good,  and  canal  irrigation  haa 
been  introdnoed.  Wells  are  deep^, 
bardni  rates  Bs.  1-6-0. 

14  5^  Fair  average  village,  with  however 
deep  wells ;  abatement  is  allowed  iu 
the  increase. 


I  3  4  A  good  soil,  owned  by  J&ts,  but  the  in- 
crease is  so  large  that  something 
must  be  given  up.  Ghahi  Bi.  2-4-0 
and  barani  Bs.  l-2?0. 

13   6    Circle  rates. 

1  4  64  Village  doing  fairly.  Soil  good  and 
used  to  pay  much  higher  jamas. 

0  It  7  The  increase  is  so  enormous,  that  as  a 
compromise  I  double  the  jama. 

1  ]t  1  Soil  below  the  average  and  owners 
are  Gujdrs. 

112  Soils  fair,  water  good,  but  owners  ar» 
Bajptits,  and  the  increase  at  oirolcb 
rates  is  too  high. 
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1    0  74 

1    8     2 

015  4i 
1   6    1 


A  fair  etUie  whioii  would  ordinarily  be 
asBessed  at  oirole  rates.  As  the  in* 
crease  is  so  greats  I  only  doable  tha 


Not  mnob  increase  in  resonroes,  but 
the  soils  are  fair,,  and  kaoha  well» 
practicable. 


Soil  good  and  owned  by  Jits,  with  some 
canal  irrigation.  An  enormous  exten- 
sion  of  caltiYation»  bat  no  abidi. 

Anarerage  yillage,.bat  the  increase  at 
circle  rates  would  be  a  trifle  high. 

A  good  soil,  with  water  near,  old 
assessments  were  much  higher. 

A  yery  fine  Jit  village,  soil  goo(^  and 
canal  irrigation  introduced.  The 
bironi  rate  here  may  fairly  be  Bs. 
1-10-0. 

No  need  for  reduction,  soil  good,  and 
water  near.    The  vilVage  is  on   the 
border  of  Ohak  Dahar .  If  the  owners 
were  not  Bajpiit,  the  rates  might  ba. 
higher. 

8<^]  good  with  canal  irrigation,  but  the 
increase  is  so  great  that  it  must  be 
moderated. 

A  fair  average  village,  but  water  lies 
deep,  and  the  increase  is  consider* 
able. 

Oirole  rates. 

A  very  good  J&t  village.  Soils  good,  save 
the  bhdr,  and  water  is  near  ;  beside 
the  increase  in  ooltivation  there 
have  been  two  new  wells  made. 
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1  2  4i  Sons  fair,  and  water  sweet,  but  it  lies 
deep,  and  resonroes  hare  not  greatly 
moreaaed. 

Jlm^  ^}''  ^^'^^  Btateaeat  last 
settlement,  no  change  is  advisable. 

Soil  is  good,  but  some  of  the  so-called 

■uoh.    The  increase  too  is  large. 

A  »maU  well  cnltivated  Tillage.     Soils 
B^J^Iet    "^  ^^^'^^'  water  near  wd 

^averS!*'*''^"*'^  '**^''  ^'^^''*^ 

Soils  good,  water  brackish,  but  near,  in- 
crease in  resources  great. 

^'AwlTlu**  ?*^«'  •otuaUyapplt 
mnih   ^*^*  »?^.  would  incrislt^ 

A  smaU  estate  without  abidi.  The  in 
crewemresources  has  not  been  ye^- 

A  veryfair  viUage  with  a  considerable 
increase  in  resources,  but  the  owners 
are  not  j^)od  agriculturists. 

There  has  been  a  material  increase  in 
xesouTces  justifying  the  inwli^ 
now  taken.  --wrease 

Springs  salt  and  cultivation    oonse- 
•  quently    unprotected,   increase  hi 
resources   has  |^ot  been  great. 


1   8  71 
1  7  11 
014101 

0  13  5} 

1  3    li 

1  1    3 

1  0  llf 

1  2    7i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xc 


TAHSIL  NUH, 


18     3 


•-9 

1 


Name  of  Tillage. 


86  DsTunkft 
37   DhainkU 


g 
us 


M 


88 
39 

40 
41 
42 
48 
44 
45 

46 

47 
48 

40 


Dliakalptur  ••• 

Baniloi  ••* 

Bansika  ••• 
BanUla  Kbord  ... 

Bnpr&a  #•• 

.Bnpnagar  ... 

Bibar  ... 

Bindfai  ••. 


Zainpizr 

BiarauU 
Sanpal 

Sw&milai 


1 

ll 


289 
962 

865 

190 

1,322 
2,380 
2,548 
1,448 
1,021 


960 
Inolnd- 
ing  the 
jama  of 
Gadhi 
1,045 


920 

InolU' 

ded 

inOhi- 

raat. 

576 


208 
481 

861 

149 

849 
1,519 
2,100 
6G6 
733 
442 

605 

688 
251 

576 


IB  .a 

IS  § 


481 
861 
140 

849 
1,418 
2,100 
664 
733 
442 

605 

688 
251 

576 


8 


I 


274 
583 

465 

70 

1,051 

1.872 

2,725 

878 

1,007 
785 


545 
455 

1,215 


ti 


248 
562 

425 

190 

1,068 

1,682 

2,624 

916 

954 

669 

780 

688 
875 

864 


10 


1 


244 
422 

828 

809 

853 
1,580 
2,422 
755 
855 
658 

761 

617 
861 

1,035 


''    M 


13      14 


Minkdi. 


3i 


7 
25 

14 

7 

61 
75 
101 
81 
25 
83 

83 

84 
17 

68 


VneuUi' 
vated. 


17 

4 

5 

246 

5 

6 

53 

89 

46 

5 

167 

64 
9 


15 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 


16       17 

.18    1 

19 

20 

21 

22 

28 

24 

aativated. 

i 

1 

Bate  per  acre 

' 

it 

1§ 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

BSHASIS. 

... 

••• 

820 

220 

287 

1    0  8 

1  0    9 

1    2      i 

No  ab4di  or  irrigation. 

82 

... 

861 

893 

897 

1    5  Si 

1  6    8 

1    6111 

A  very  good  eatate.  Soils  good,  and 
watar  near. 

68 

••• 

250 

808 

814 

1  4    8} 

1   5   8 

1  6    1 

A  good  estate,  but  the  owners  are 
poor. 

••• 

56 

56 

802 

0   910 

0   10    f 

8  9   11 

A  graring  gronnd  of  several  villages; 

of  which  56  acres  hjive  now  be&n 
ctiltivatod,  the  value  of  the  gnmng 
tM  has  inoreftsed,  bo  tho  old  juma 
is  reatored. 

81 

.,• 

700 

787 

792 

1  4     i 

I  5    7 

1    5   81 

Circle  rat«i  nearlj.  Water  rather 
brackish,  bat  near. 

.,. 

». 

1,409 

l,40fl 

1^505 

1    1     i 

1  1  lOi 

1    IIU 

Soil  fair,  bat  cultivation  naproteoted, 
beoftuse  tho  apringfl  ar«  aalt. 

37 

... 

2fiZl 

2,266 

2,321 

1    1    4 

1   8    1 

1    2   6 

Water  rather  deep,  and  tho  inoreaee 
very  oonAtderaWe. 

13 

.,. 

672 

6S5 

724 

1  8    5 

I   4   2} 

I    5   41 

"  Ehetbat"  TfithAli  MeoC^,  v.m.B) 
but  there  ia  not  the  Bame  rf>om  for 
exteoBiou. 

49 

*'• 

733 

782 

830 

1  1    9 

1   3  8£ 

13   6 

Soil  fair    and    water  itomowhat  near, 
but  thewolU  arc  little  uaed,  and  tlie 
iocreaae  at  circle  rates  ie    decided. 

19 

601 

620 

625 

1   0    Si 

1    1    11 

1   1   8| 

SoUa  fair,  eaTc  the  bhiir  which  U  in- 
ferior,   jncreaae    hawovec    ^t  circle 
ratoe   is   too   great,      WeUa   ohiefly 
ka^ha. 

80 

„. 

522 

561 

728 

I    0   4t 

I   1    li 

16    3 

A  fair  Jit  villag^j  with  room  for 
eipaneioti.  WcUa  however  are  de«p, 
and  water  h  net  good. 

06 

... 

463 

539 

583 

I    llOi 

1  2  lOi 

I    4    91 

The  Tilt  Ago  ia  doing  we  LI,  no  ne^d  to 
rednoo. 

35 

■•« 

300 

S3S 

844 

1  0  74 

1    1    511    llOil 

Sou  fair,    but  »aid   to  be  rather  aalt. 

Increase  in  oultivatinn  great,  but  aa 

inferior  Boil  moatly. 

6i 

i.< 

004. 

96G 

967 

013    4 

0  14  310  14  311 

Soil   very  JittJe  below    average,   but 

the   village  has  always  been  bolight. 

ly  aaaesaed    that    wi»    oannot    ftilly 

raise  it  nowp 
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4 

5 

6 

» 

8 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

"M 

1 
1 
s 

1 
1 

M 

1 

Nftme  of  villsge. 

1 

1 

H 

w 

1 

h 
1^ 

II 

Pi 

1 

1 

•s 

i 

1 

MinhAi, 

UnevlH- 
vated. 

1 

1 

1 

6- 

I 

II 
£  o 

50 

Firozpv  Bajp6t 

576 

355 

855 

1,252 

710 

1,063 

74 

... 

4 

2... 

51 

K&DAllU 

720 

599 

599 

704 

751 

811 

33 

19 

1... 

52 

Kirtk 

2,042 

1,410 
Inolnd- 

1,396 

627 

706 

560 

33 

... 

81 



53 

irft.yffc.fnf^li  nffl  dpnf 

232 

ing 

jama  of 

Chha- 

ohhera 

201 

201 

302 

277 

210 

9 

«•• 

w 

54 

Kirani 

1,250 

701 

701 

1,047 

908 

1,294 

31 

62 

11  ... 

55 

Ealsidha 

2,282 

1,001 

1,001 

1,734 

1,475 

1507 

57 

151 

4... 

( 

3 

56 

Ealwaka 

447 

325 

325 

3C2 

362 

840 

8 

42 

...    .. 

1 

57 

Eot 

3,365 

2,100 

2,100 

3,472 

2,957 

2,910 

86 

130 

•..   ... 

^ 

^ 

58 

Eanr&li  Hathin  ... 

525 

299 

299 

453 

386 

891 

21 

8 



g 

'*■ 

59 

Znrihala 

1,236 

1,001 

1,001 

1,822 

1,473 

1,703 

75 

233 



60 

Eukar  Chaid       ... 

237 

199 

199 

264 

240 

210 

9 

... 

... 



61 

458 

443 

443 

685 

530 

461 

15 

... 

2 



62 

Eaimdal 

5,568 

2,848 

2,835 

2,808 

3,381 

2,435 

137 

... 

104 

1... 

63 

1,011 

900 

900 

1,528 

1,319 

1,276 

46 

26 

::. 
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GURGAON  DtSTRICT-continued. 


16 


17 


18 


19    I    20 


.. 


Cultivated. 


& 

5 
s 


M  Si 


23 

43 

74 

37 

7 

84 

79 


I 


i 


960 


715 


3 

8 

i 

I 


21 


23 


Mate  per  acre 


24 


S2 

10 

22 

64 
24 


21 


164 

1,183 
1,211 

290 
2,615 

362 

1,292 

191 
422 

2,129 

1,180 


983 

758 
496 

201 

1,190 
1,295 

290 
2,694 

362 

1,395 

201 
444 


989 


I 


778 
527 

201 
1,263 


010    B\ 

014   9! 
14   2 

1    5   \\ 
Oil    2f 


i. 


1,450  0  15   8 


2,824 


Oil    5| 

015    h\ 
1    5    5i 


i 

3 

■S 


BsiCABKd. 


1     1       \ 
1    0   3i 


1    6 

Oil 
1    0 


Oil    6f 

01510 
18   6 


A  very  fair  estate,  bnt  the  increase  at 
circle  rates  is  so  enormous  that 
I  can  ODly  double  the  former  jama. 

^In^-r 'L^'\''  *?^*^'  water  near, 
but  slightly  brackish. 

^?  nf  \^  Msessed  with  Chhachhera 
(Chak  Dahar)  which  it  adjoins! 
water  near,  and  almost  wholly  sweet! 


i  I    6     i  A  good  little  village,  but  the  increaao 
at  chak  rates  is  large. 


1    1 
1   0 


012   2i 
1    2  2| 


2   9 
1    4 


2,193 
1,204 


870  015   9} 


1,628 

201 
'lie 


01310 

1    0   34 
1    2    41 


1    0   8i 

014    5j 

I    3 
i    3 


2,2ggl    6    21 


1,230 


1    0    6i 


1    7 
1    1 


H 


1  1     \ 


I    OlOl 


1    S    li 
1    8    1 


t    8    8 


1    I   6i 


An  inferior  estate  requiring  low  rates. 

J^t  owners.  Soa  good,  but  depth  to 
water  considerable,  wells  brackish 
and  increase  large. 

Circle  rates. 

Spil  gw>d,  and  oahal  irrigation  intro- 
duced, depth  to  water  great,  and  water 
brackish,  increase  too  large. 

SoU  fair,  but  noabidi,  and  cultivation 
nnproteoted.  Owners  are  not  good 
agriculturists. 

Soils  good,  and  water  comparatively 
near,  but  former  assessment  was 
very  low,  and  owners  are  Eajp6t«. 

Increase  in  resources  not  equal  to  that 
indicated  by  the  rates. 

Increase  in  resources  not  equal  to  that 
indicated  by  the  rates,  barini  rates 

A  very  fine  Jdt  village  with  good  soil 
and  canal  irrigation. 

Soil  good,  but  the  increase  at  circle 

I      rates  is  so  large  that  an  abatement  is 
necessary.     Wells  too  deep. 
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S 

<p 

00 

8 
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N 
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u 

i 
2 

1 
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65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

"S 

^ 

70 

f 

1 

S' 

71 

5 

n 

n 

\< 

i 

72 
73 

74 

75 

76 
77 

Name  <^  yiUsge. 


KhilUka 
Ekandioli 

Ehokiaka 

KBerli  Brahman 
Eherli  Jito 

Kair^ika  #.* 

OadU 

GnrfluaK 

Ck>lpiiri  ••, 

Oohpiir  ... 

Gharraat  #• 

Gahlab  •• 

Ghuz&oli  ••. 

Ghigrakft  ... 


I 
It 


it 


I    2 
III 


J  SI 

III 
u 


1,538 

725 

482 

285 

870 

880 

240 

199 

641 

449 

637 

624 

Indad- 
edin 
Riudka 

815 

1,202 

958 

480 

480 

885 

465 

4,017 

900 

5,291 

2,804 

703 

515 

832 

215 

725 
285 

880 

199 
449 

624 


Inolnd' 
ed  in 
Bindka 

968 


480 
465 

900 

2,297 

515 

215 


T 


If 


I 


1 


&? 


957       914 


681 

584 

242 
897 

687 

407 

1,346 

686 
731 

1,651 

2,601 

1,031 
280 


529 

589 

24! 

449 

751 

404 

1,228 

583 
66 

1,434 

8116 

750 

273 


10 


•8 


11    Id 


Minhii. 


r 


334 
563 

582 
1@2 

834 
1,121 

487 
624 

1,777 

2,411 

S62 

261 


25 

22 

12 

11 
26 

21 
16 
42 

18 
86 

101 

129 

04 

12, 


18   14 


Unculti- 
toted. 


I 


15 


50 
16 

77 

62 

77 

16 


18 


20 

19 
8 

184 

240 

34 

38 
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CfURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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17       18 


19 


20 


21 


24 


CkUUfoted. 


it 


o 

u 


IB 

21 

17 
8 

41 
18 
28 

18 
10 

42 

48 

84 

18     ... 


746 


459 

1^ 
481 

464 

800 

1,086 

441 
570 

1,750 

1,994 

805 

203 


1 

I 
a 


Rattper  aert 


& 


i 

3 
5 

5 


759 
525 

480 

17^ 

489 


1   1  6| 


[12   1 

54l|015     i015   8 

570  014  9|015   l\ 


<§ 


1   8 
1  0 


1811   4   2 
566  0  12  l\ 


1   1    li 


505       5211   6   2 


818       3181  3   4i 


1,059 

454 

580 

1,492 
2,042 


1,0791  1    5| 


474  1 


588 


8   2 
1   Oil 


15  5} 

0  12  81 

1  7  f 
14  4 
1  2    l| 

1  3   8i 
1   llli 


1,676  01211 


2,282 


1    4-8 


878  012   5 


2491   0  9 


1  6 

014 

1   7 


18  5 


018   9 


1  1    6i 


1 

I 

i 


BfllCABXg. 


«1 


u 


1   4  8 

1  S  5| 

1  4  61 

1  2  2i 


013  8i015  4i 


1  510 


Soil  good,  but  welk  deep,  and  onltiTft- 
tion  rather  unprotected. 

No  ab^i.  Owners  are  Bajpdta.  The 
former  asaessment  low,  and  the  in- 
crease in  cultiYatiojn  enormons. 

Soils  not  very  good,  bnt  the  owners 
are  Jits,  a  pretty  large  Increase. 

Circle  xatea. 

Tillage  doing  fairly,  no  need  for  xe« 
duotion. 

A  very  good  Tillage  bordering  on 
Chak  Dahar«  Soils  good,  water  near, 
and  generally  sweet. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 


Soil  good,  and  water  sweet,  bnt  it  |g 
rather  deep,  and  the  increase  at 
circle  rates  is  too  large  for  the  re* 
Bonroes  of  the  Tillage. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Water  lower  than  aTerage,  and  increase 
at  circle  rates  too  large  for  the 
Tillage  resources. 

An  enormous  inorease  in  onltiTation, 
and  owners  are  Jats,  but  the  increase 
at  circle  rates  is  too  high. 

A  Tery  fair  Tillage  like  Eaundal  (g.  v.) 
and  assessed  at  the  same  rates,  ohahi 
Bs.  2.8^,  barini  Be.  1^0. 


0 14  3i|  Soil  about  aTerage,  and  water  near,  but 
the  circle  rates  giTefar  too  large  an 
increase  for  the  Tillage  resources. 


18   4 


Soils  slightly  inferior  to  aTerage. 
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Name  of  village. 


Ladmanka 
Lak&ka 
Lakhn&ka 
M&lt^ka 

M&npor 

H&ndw&a 

Maia    . 

Malokhra 
Mandkaula 


Ma&dniika 

Mandanri 
Mankikka  «.. 

Manganrika       r.. 

Mahlt^ka 


T 
I 

"8 


^  S 


s  ^ 


8 


11 

S     00    < 

I  2?. 


850 

142 

1,538 

1,588 

7,639 

672 

1,615 


271 

28 

965 

9U 

8,801 

612 

1,050 


271 

28 

965 

914 

8,786 

612 

1,050 


208       208 


5,769 


8,185 

672 

280 

288 
481 


4,501 


2,500 

601 
99 

285 

825 


44 

1,280 
1,452 

4,105 
470 


'g 


'81 


1^1 


10 


I 


I 


812 

42 

1,227 

1^815 

4,818 
612 


245 

87 

rf57 

1.236 

8,466 
694 


11      13 


lUinJtdi. 


I 
It 


8 

1 

46 

57 

211 
85 


1,809    1,521    1,806         49 


208       426 


4,482 


2,500 

594 
99 

285 

825 


6,812 


2,413 

658 
153 

514 

419 


800 
6,307 


2,885 

654 
187 

417 


886 


7,868 


2,827 
765 

lis 

438 
810 


13    14   15 


UHcultU 
vated. 
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25 


491 


178 

42 
5 

19 

14 


11 

1 
13 
48 

272 


40    . 


18 


20 
618 


822 

53 
8 

8 

1 


126 


28 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Cultivated, 
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79 
81 

320 


1S9 


887 


166 

26 
17 


o 

ii 


I 


197 

85 

819 

1,099 

2,663 

613 

1,050 

841 
5,796 


£@        20 


2,160 

621 

88 

411 

246 


I 


226 

85 

898 

1,180 

2,983 

619 

1,239 

841 
6,133 


2,827 

647 
105 

411 


% 

00 

m 
o 
m 

3 

I 
1 


2371    4 
861    2 


911 
1,178 

3,255 

659 

1,257 

361 
6,877 


2,649 

723 

108 


21 


Bate  per  €Uira 


3 


1   4 
1   1 


16   8 


014 

1   2 

0  12 
013 


I    0     J 

013   8 
1     3 


5 

419;o  15  2i 

1    5   8 


3'S 
eg- 


i 


5-°^ 


I  5    i 

1  2   8 

1  5   H 

I  llOi 

1    7  8i 

01410i 

I   3  4i 

0   13   i 
0  14  8i 


1   1   If 

0  14  5i 
L   4    3i 

0  15  Hi 


2S}6 


1  6  1 
18  2i 
1  5  lOi 
1   2   7i 

1  9  lOi 

01510 

I  3   7i 

014   1 
1   0  5i 


1  8    5| 

10    2 
1  4  10} 

1   0  2i 


24 


Bbmasss. 


1    6   Bil    6   9 


Circle  rates  near^. 

Circle  ratea  nearly. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

A  good  Tillage  fit  for  circle  rates  if 
the  increase  had  not  been   so  large. 

A.  fine  Jit  village  with  good  soils,  and 
canal  irrigation.  A  great  increase  in 
cnltiTatioD,  ohahi  Ks.  2-8-0,  baiiuii 
Rs.  1-8-0 

Although  not  lightly  assessed,  this 
Tillage  is  doing  fairly,  and  requires 
no  redaction. 

A  Tery  good  Tillage,  bnt  increase  at 
circle  rates  is  too  large  to  be  follow- 
ed. 

Soil  good,  bnt  cnltiration  nnprotected 
by  irrigation. 

East,  Sonth,  and  West  of  this  Tillage 
good,  North-East  Inferior,  as  is  also 
the  centre.  North- West  moderate. 
Chahi  Bh  2-8-0,  narmot  Bs.  1-2-0, 
magda  and  bhur  Be.  0-10-6.  These 
rates  though  low  (15  annas)  give  a 
sufficient  and  a  large  increase. 

Soils  fair,  but  owned  by  J&ts,  with 
good  wells,  and  room  for  expan- 
sion. 

Circle  rateg. 

Small  well-cultiyated  estates.  The  in- 
crease must  moderate  the  soil  rates.  < 

Be.  1  rate  on  cultiTation  as  it  ifl 
not  protected  by  irrigation  > 

Oliole  i^tes« 
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M 


92 

98 
94 

95 
96 
97 

98 


Mahodamka 

Mlrka 
NaagalJ&t 

Kangal  Sablift    ... 
NauBhera 

Hariihal 

Total  CliakBaDgu 


-a  IS 

a" 


414 

218 
5,735 

425 

480 

6,720 

768 


II 


835 

192 
1,455 


615 


2,503 


768 


« 


385 

192 
1,455 

469 

615 

2,501 

768 


4^    O 


:is 


B:§ 


425 

223 
1,879 

667 

914 

3,881 

1»190 


«s 


10 


11     12     13    14   15 


I 
I 


^ 


211 
1,548 

561 

871 

8,877 

1,035 


Cirole  rates  on  amended  areas 


865 

185 
1,133 

485 

765 

2,975 

978 


Jtinkdi. 


f 


3 


Unculti- 
vated, 


18 

6 
124 

20 
27 

272 

21 


1 
108 


60 


172 


87 


s 


10 
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GURGAON   DISTRICT-continued. 
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66 


39 


172 


85 


I 

li 


S 


840 

178 
716 

395 


I 


649       688       788 


2,848 


885 


s 


840 

1V8 
901 

461 


20 


1 


I 


179 
1,009 


2,520 


920 


« j 


23 


Bate  per  aere 


<§ 


5- 


347I   0   9|1   1   8   1    2    i 


12  3 


1   510^1.8   6i 


4651   2   6 


1   2   2i 


2,703 


957 


1    2 


1   $   84 


1  8  10} 


1  0  11} 


I 

o 

I. 


I  2  10}  1  2  11}  Soaav«nge,bdtnoab&di. 


13   5} 


14  0 


24 


BucABxa. 


Soil  good,  but  onltimtion  is  unproteot- 
ed. 


Ill   6 


14  3 


1   5  5i 


1   1   8il   2  0 


A  strong  J4t  village  doing  yery  well 
on  its  present  assessment,  and 
formerly  paying  a  mnoh  higher  jama. 
Increase  of  irrigation  warrants  the 
rise  under  the  oironmstanoes. 

Soil  good,  but  owners  are  Sheikhs. 
Depth  to  water  great,  and  increase  in 
resources  not  yery  large. 

A  fair  Tillage,  water  sweet,  and  soUs 
average.  But  the  rise  at  oirole  rates 
is  somewhat  large. 

A  fair  estate  with  market  town.  Soils 
good,  bat  owners  B&jpdts ;  weUs  deep, 
and  little  need.  Cirolo  rates  on^ 
are  enough. 

B&jpdts,  and  the  increase  at  oirole 
rates  is  too  large  to  be  followed. 
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CTTRGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 


16     17     la 


19 


Cultivated. 


•E 


84 
61 

20 

62 
34 

11 

13 
13 

22 

63 

7 

14 
11 

46 


335 


■^ 


P 


315 

364 

782 
146 

766 
1,339 

359 

172 

278 

671 

167 
317 

145 

184 

742 


20 


21 


22 


28 


Rate  per  acre 


a 
o 


54y 

760 

783 
166 

827 
1,373 

370 

185 
286 

693 

230 
324 

159 

195 

788 


356 
761 


112. 
1    3   2 


783  0    10   I 
ITflO  12 


828 
1,460 


40001111 


185  9 


288 


230 
325 

161 


819 


I   0   9 

b  7  lu 


it 


t 


§ 


t 


13   4 
^15   4 


I    llOi 

1    310f 

013   3 
01310 

1    1    7i 

012  i 

013  6i 

014  4i 

015  7J 


873  0  611f 


010  2i01210i 


I   2   U 

911    H 


012   9 
197|e  13  11 


014   11 


1    216 

013  6^ 

1   0  9| 
016   21 

014  6 


1    2  3 
1    310 

013  8i 

014  2 

1    1   7i 
012   9f 

OM  7J 

014  4) 
016   8^ 


24 


BiMABKi, 
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110 
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A  good  Tillage  (though  with  do 
abidi  )  and  water  is  near. 

Land  lies  low,  and  water  is  near, 
but  a  good  deal  of.  the  dahir  is  bhor. 

Chak  rates. 

As  large  an  increase  oe  the  Tillage 
resources  will  bear. 

A  Teiy  good  Tillage  of  the  circle. 

Ghak  rates  nearly:  the  condition  of 
the  Tillage  much  the  same  as  at 
settlement. 

Some  increase  is  warranted  by  in- 
eiease  in  cultiTation and  irrigation: 
a  fair  Tillage. 

Soil  generally  good,  but  little  or  no 
increase  of  resources. 

This,  ajaglr  Tillage,  is  otci -assessed 
and  requires  some  relief,  it  is  hard- 
ly aboTc  the  aTerage. 

About  aTerage,  saTe  that  the  bhu? 
is  inferior,  and  wells  rather  deep. 

Chak  rates. 

The  one  well  is  deep,  and  the  bhur 
bad. 

A  well-culliTated  little  Tillage,  the 
chahi  especially  is  good. 

Inferior  magda,  and  good  bhur.  The 
lands  are  well  cultiTated,  and 
water  is  near. 

A  Tcry  great  improTement  in  this 
Tillage  since  last  settlement. 
Circle  rates  saTe  the  bhur,  which 
is  i^emi-dahri  and  rated  at  Re.  1. 
Owners  are  well  off. 
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GURQAON  DISTRICT-continued. 
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Bemabks. 


Wells  deep.  Soils  on  the  whole  be- 
low the  arerage,  but  a  large  hill 
area. 

About  the  average,  saye  that  katcha 
wells  can  be  dag. 

The  wells  are,  many  of  them,  old,  and 
not  fully  used ;  the  owners,  thougb 
mainly  Jits,  are  not  so  industrioas 
as  Jits  usually  are. 

This  Tillage  cannot  bear  a  large  in- 
crease, that  taken,  however,  is  justi- 
fied by  its  resources. 

Circle  rates. 

A  great  increase  of  cultivation,  but  on 
inferior  soils. 

Wells  good,  water  near,  and  full 
cultivation.  A  large  increase  in 
cultivation,  and  irriffation  since  last 
settlement.    A  good  Jit  /  village. 

Ahirs,  but  as  the  increase  in  resour- 
ces is  not  equal  to  that  at  circle 
rates,  some  little  abatement  is 
allowed. 

Fair  soil,  and  a  large  lull  area. 

Circle  rates. 

Circle  rates. 

Water  deep,  and  magda  inferior. 

No  ab&di,  and  soil  inferior. 

An  inferior  village,  depth  to  water 
great,  and  wells  not  fully  used. 


A  good  Jdt  village  with  some  room  for 
extension. 
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0 13   5i  0 13  10  I  Circle  rates, 
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Circle  rates. 

Soil  inferior  and  unprotected  by  irrt* 
gation. 

Soils  good,  and  cultivation  on  the  one 
well  good. 

Soils  good,  but  a  good  deal  of  theirri« 
gation  is  on  kntcha  wells,  and  the 
increase  is  very  large. 

Increase  so  great  that  some  abate- 
ment is  necessary. 

Owners  Rajptits,  but  nearly  all  the  soil 
is  good,  and  water  is  near,  while  the 
large  increase  in.  cultivated  areti 
warrants  some  increase.  \ 

Soils  about  average,  but  wells  not  in 
good  order,  and  increase  great. 

Wells  avenige,  but  magda  inferior, 
bhar  below  average,  and  village 
poor. 
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014     i 
1  0    9i 


012  If 


013  H 


633  1  0    H 


176       177 


16  9} 


1    0  7i 
1   6   6 


Boils  above  average,  wells  good,  Rs.  20 
for  miscellaneoQs  income. 

The  well  here  is  very  deep  and  very 
little  used,  and  cultivation  inferior. 

A  very  fair  village  with  water  near, 
and  kutcha  wells  easily  made.  Soils 
good,  cultivation  careful,  but  the 
owners  are  not  well  oflE  owing  ta 
pressure  of  population. 


0  13 10    Circle  rates. 

10    7i  BhAr  superior,  other  soils  fair,  chahi 
good. 

1  6    7i  Very  good,  and  well  cultivated  village, 
but  population  presies  on  the  land. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CVl 


TAHSIL  NUH 


2   3 


2 


'S 


i 

•a 

.a 


•8 

p 

a 


144 
145 

146 

147 
148 
149 

150 

151 

152 
153 

164 

155 

156 
167 


Name  of  village. 


Sddhika 
Saandh     ^ 

Sahsaula 

Sw&miki 

Saidpor 

Sflkho 

Senki 

Shikarpur 

Shaikhpur 
Fatahpur 

Kilarpdii 

Eingarki 

EalwM 
Ealiak4 


S 

L 

ii 


228 
2,400 

2,423 

262 
167 
628 

423 

655 

833 
487 

863 


II 


» 


884 
428 


129 
1,450 

1,219 

130 

69 

269 

229 

815 

180 
473 

290 

299 

380 
252 


129 
1,450 

1,219 


0  o 


0   %4 

a  o 

si 

y 


o 

a 

=  1 
§1 

CO- 
|5§ 


173 
1,691 

1,803 


1301      191 


59 
267 

229 

315 

180 
473 


117 
498 

381 

402 

230 
659 


290 

414 

•• 

273 

880 

434 

262 

296 

176 
1,700 

1,667 

180 

83 

865 

334 


230 
561 

390 


10 


a 


•a 


II     12 


Minkdi. 


».-2 


464 
316 


188 
2,463 

4,184 

131 
157 
U70 

350 

21*4 
737 

390 

2R1 

651 
857 


16 
602 

1,897 

9 

20 
373 

12 

44 

17 
30 

17 


13    I  14 


16 


UneulH- 
ffoted. 


6 
1 

5 


12 
24 


128 

164 

8 

4 


17 


8 

6 

17 
22 

26 

19 

102 
8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


cvu 


GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Circle  sates  nearly. 

Soils  about  average  on  the  whole,  but 
a  large  hill  area  and  Rome  cnltorable 
wxtfte.  A  substantial  increase  ijy^ 
irrigation  and  cultiration. 

Soils  about  average,  and  a  large  hill 
area,  but  the  increase  taken  is  as 
much  as  the  village  can  well  bear. 

A  considerable  increase,  so  some  little 
abatement  is  given. 

No  ab&di,  and  soil  inferior,  all  cultiva- 
tion assessed  at  10  annas. 

An  inferior  village  under  the  hill 
without  irrigation  ;  there  has  been 
a  large  increase  in  cultivation, 
magda  annas  10,  andbhtirannas6. 

The  village  soil  is  fit  for  circle  rates, 
but  the  increase  is  too  great. 

Circle  rates  on  bhdr  and  chahi,  but  on 
the  magda,  which  is  inferior,  13 
snnas. 

Circle  rates. 

Circle  rates.  Owners  Jdts,  but  not 
doing  so  well  as  they  ought  on  this 
soil. 

Some  kallor  in  this  village,  so  that, 
though  Jits,  the  owners  can  hardly 
pay  circle  rates. 

A  fair  J&gir  estate  with  kicr eased  cul- 
tivation, some  little  benefit  from  a 
small  stream.  Jdgirdirs  dissatisfied, 
but  this  cannot  be  helped. 

Ahirs,  and  room  for  ezpansioni  is 
somewhat  above  circle  rates, 

IEtttcha  wells  can  here  becanstruoted, 
and  a  small  area  only  is  put  down 
to  each  *well« 
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012  6}  A  hill  village.  No  irrigation.  A  great 
deal  of  wast  3  land  which  gires 
pasture,  some  increase  of  cultiTatioD. 

0  11  6}|  No  abidi,  but  Tery  fair  bhfir.  An  in- 
crease of  resources  warrants  the  new 
jama. 

0 13  71  Fair  average,  but  the  Increase  is  so 
great  that  we  may  be  taxing  capital, 
ttome  abatement  is  necessary. 

0 13  11  Soils  inferior,  but  a  large  hill  area. 
No  ^idi,  but  close  to  Bhungoh. 

016  2}  Village  much  as  it  was  at  last  settle- 
ment when  the  assessment  was  a 
light  one. 

1  4  9f   Circle  rates. 

112}  Water  near.  Owner  well  off  and 
manages  the  estate  well. 
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Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soil  below  average.  No  irrigation,  but 
a  substantial  increase  in  cultivation. 

Wells  deep  and  not  fully  used.  Bhiir 
not  good,  and  magda  partly  inferior. 

Circle  rates. 

Barini,  magda  is  inferior. 

A  very  good  village.  Water  near,  but 
many  wells  are  kutcha.  Former 
jama  apparently  light. 

A  great  deal  of  the  chahi  on  katcha 
wells,  Chahi  on  musonrr  welh  K^ 
2-8-0,  all  other  cultivation  Be.  1 
per  acre. 

No  ab&d  L  S  oils  inf enoT,  and  inct^agcs 
at  rates  too  great  to  follow. 
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One  well  only,  and  that  not  finished. 
All  coltiTation  assessed  at  14  annas, 
a  sister  village  to  Salh^ki,  No.  139. 

Soils  inferior  for  the  most  part,  but 
a  large  waste  area,  and  a  material 
increase  in  resources  since  settle- 
ment. 

A  very  good  and  well-coltivated  Tillage. 
Soils  good,  and  resoorces  above  Uie 
average. 

An  inferior  village,  but  present 
assessment  is  very  light. 

No  abddi,no  irrigation.  Soils  inferior, 
12  annas  all  round  on  cultivation. 

An  inferior  village,  soil  rates  fit  for 
the  soil  wopld  give  Bs.  129,  but  aa 
the  increase  is  so  great,  60  per  cent, 
increase  is  taken. 

Soil  rates  are  rather  severe  here,  40 
per  cent,  increase  reckoned  in  resour- 
ces, and  this  is  now  added  as  jama. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Depth  to  water  great,  and  no  irri* 
gation,  soils  are  inferior. 

Circle  rates. 
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Only  ft  small  rednctioii  wanted  as 
some  little  <3e<jrea«e  in  benefit  from 
the  nuHflh  has  taken  phice,  but 
the  Tillage  is  a  very  good  one. 
BoUb  good  and  low*ljing. 

A  Teiy  fair  estate  with  good  inciease 
i^  irrigatioE  and  culii  ration. 

One  of  the  Kotla  jhil  Til  In  get.  soil  of 
ihc  pennanetit  ehftk  rather  inferior 
and  mortgage  heavy  ;  ratee  below 
drcle  accordingly. 

Soils  abont  average,  \ml  owners  are 
Rajpdta*  Increase  taken  is  large, 
bdt  the  rates  are  light,  and  increase 
in  cultiTatioa  baa  bei.n  enormous, 

A  very  good  estate,  the  whole  sofl 
lies  low.  A  Blight  increase  is  just ; 
the  einile  mtea  quite  inapplicable. 

No  abAdi.  Owners  lire  in  adjoining 
village.  Re.  1  only  all  round  on 
cultivation  ;  this  ia  enough  as  the 
moreofio  ia  great 

TbiB  village  liea  low  and  U  mostly 
of  good  jhfl  soil.  The  increase  ia 
very  fully  Justified  by  the  increase 
in  resource* 

Fair  poil.  The  cirele  rates  are  not 
too  high  in  themeelvt  b,  but  the 
rate  of  increaee  is  io  great, 

A  fltrong  jit  village  with  much  jhfl 
land  unirrigated,  soila  good.  A 
conaiderablo  increase  of  cnltiyatiou 
since  last  Fettlement\ffhen  the  jama 
-was  reduced  from  E8.  6,240. 

The  bbiir  here  is  worth  Re.  1-2-0,  as  it 
ig  very  good  and  gets  water  from 
the  hill,  k  the  iiartnot  too  is  good 
and  moiat,  |  average. 
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Soils  about  average,  bat  the  inerea^d 
is  large,  still  circle  rates  ne|ar^ 
may  be  .taken. 

No  advance  here  practicable,  tbei^ 
ajoe  heavy  mortgages  in  the  Tillage. 

No  increase  practicable,  bnt  no  redac- 
tion necessary,  the  estate  ip  a  yery 
good  one,  low-lying ;  current  assess- 
ment does  not  .hurt  the  Tillage. 

A  small  increase  in  onliiTatioa  since 
settlement  justifies  a  small  rise  in 
the  jama. 

Oircle  rates  nearly. 

No  abidi,  and  increase  rery  consi- 
derable. 

A  laiiga  increase  in  cultivation,  but 
much  oC  it  probably  on  inferior 
soils,  some  of  the  bhi!br  vei^y  good 
and  benefited  by  the  Chandeni 
jhil. 

Soils  above  ayerage,  and  former 
jamas  mqch  higher  than  the  pre- 
sent, but  the  new  one  is  high  enough 
as  some  of  the  d&haz  is  liable  to 
submersion. 

A  Tcry  good  low-lying  village;  nearly 
all  the  foil  is  sailab. 

Bhdr  above  average,  chahi  good,  d4har 
rather  below  average,  cultivation 
good. 

No  material  difference  desirable  in 
the  old  assessment. 

Low-lying  magda  worth  more  than 
the  averase  magda  of  the  circle 
Re.  l-6rO  on  all  cultivation  ;  a  very 
great  increase  in  cultivation. 
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Circle  rates  nearly.. 

Not  much  increase  in  resonrces  since 
settlement.  Chak  rates  are  toa 
heavy. 

The  increase  is  so  enormous  that 
Be.  1  only  on  onlti?Ktdon  is  taken, 
yet  even  this  gives  a  very  sudden 
rise.  As  canal-irrigation  has  Bee& 
introdaced,  there  is  no  fear  of  the 
new  jama  proving  too  severe. 

Water  near  and  land  low-lying.  For- 
mer jama  light. 

No  abddf  and  increase  considerable,. 


Village  doing  fairly  well,  withroont 
for  extension,  no  need  to  reduce; 

Formerly  held  m&afi  by  the  Sheikh 
owners,  then  at  half  rates,  now  the 
privilege  has  been  takem  away,  but 
the  village  requires  a  somewhat 
light  assessment. 

At  last  settlement  no  cultivation,  now 
308  acres,  soil  about  average,  assess- 
ment is  doubled  as  a  compromise. 

A  small  estate  wholly  dilhri.  The  in- 
crease is  very  great  on  the  soils;, 
might  be  assessed,  higher. 

A  very  fair  village  with  considerable 

increase  in  resources.     The  rates 

however  are  high  enough. 
The  chahi  and  d&hri  of  this  village  is 

good,  and  the  former  assessments 

are  much  higher. 

Owners  well  off,  but  as  the  increase  is 
80  gneat,  circle  rates  are  «nough» 
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J&ma 

of 

784 

diDg 
Jama 

<**     , 
Kim. 

878 

915 

581 

5$ 

82 

226 

H^e^p^  Bohnvk 

1,300 

806 

SOS 

905 

1,107 

862 

£e 

10 

m ... 

22@  HttiAinpirNtUi.,. 

1,200 

619 

^19 

748 
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448 

St 
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qURGAON  district— continued. 
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1,133 
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3 


563 
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1,108 
171 

1,813 

3$3 

1,201 
503 


20 


665 
117 


171 

2,113 

837 
1,372 


21 


22 
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Bate  per  acre 


I 

<§ 


6921   1   6 


3921   2   9 


1,1121  4  n 


1   7  7f 


ii 
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I: 
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1    3   2} 


i   6  2i 


1    6  2i 


1   8  0 


1    126 

1   410f 


«8 

I 


<§ 


"S 


24 


Bbmabkb. 


1  4  2|  Noab&di.  Owners  live  in  San ghal.  All 
the  Tillage  almost  is  flood^  either 
naturally  or  by  the  canal  works.  Th  e 
Increase  is  so  great  that  circle  rates 
cannot  be  attempted. 

1  9  84|  yiUage  somewhat  aboTe  the  average 
in  its  cnltivation,  and  used  to  pay  a 
much  higher  assessment. 

16  3)  Something  less  than  circle  rates,  as 
the  increase  is  sudden,  but  the 
Tillage  is  a  good  one. 

18  0  No  ab&di,  and  naturally  irrigated  from 
the  Chanderi  jbil.  The  circle  rate 
cannot  be  followed  as  Uie  increase 
is  so  great. 


19  2  110114116  6  ThisisthejhaTillage;  when  its  lands 
are  freed  from  submersion,  the  pro- 
duce is  Tery  good.  Allowance  is 
made  in  the  dihri  rate,  for    the 

fraction  less  than  -j^  which  may 

be  submerged  without  remission. 

1  13  6i]  A  good  village,  but  the  increase  is 
great. 


I  13  2) 
1   7  0 


6251   6  6 


1   7   6 


701 

m 


806|1   4   ^ 
19   0 


16       427|] 


1 10  3}  No  need  to  reduce,  though  the  circle 
rates  give  a  decrease.  Owners  J&ts. 

1  a  8    Owners  mainly  Jits.    Soils  generally 
goodc 


1  6  Hi 

110  2} 


19  3    Adjojns   and  resembles  TJlaita  Na 
189 ;  the  same  rates  are  applied. 

1 11  7  I A  good    estate,  formerly  paying  a 
much  higlier  aeiessmGnt, 
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TAHSIL  NUH, 
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Name  of  Tjlltge- 


KhAnp^ 


228  EhalilpAi 


229 
230 

331 
232 


233 


Diirg&piir 
Dh&ndhaki 

Dibina 
Dhfrdhaonki 


Deolanagli 


234   Ddndlhcil 


235 


KalEopdr  NtilL    .. 


236   Bam  pur 


t 


1,761 

2,946 

91 
1,000 

900 
460 

2,079 


''I 

II 


1- 

1-5  "* 


8 


as 


£ 


672 

2,001 

60 
467 

1,060 
260 

2,079 


672 

2,001 

60 
420 

1,060 
260 

1,895 


695 

2,168 

82 
480 

1,901 


o 

'i 
s 


t^ 


10 


5 
^ 


661 

2,200 

82 
645 

1,674 
280 


2,291 


932       536       636       586 


629 
228 


ill 

237 


411 
237 


657 
136 


470 


1,999 


11      12     13        14   16 


Minhdi. 


'5 
OS 


D 


328 
1^240 

160 


2,370    1,668 


638 

661 

200 


411  25 


411 
174 


101 


137         U 

17 


90 


lie 


vaUd, 


IB 

7 


86 


43 


36 


121 


11 


21 

23 
1 


35. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT-continued. 
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Cultivated, 
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16 
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1S2 

2a4 

75 
&7G 

m 

T25 


o 
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170 

1,431 

119 

207 

530 
TS3 


Mate  per  acre 


3fiG 

li731 

119 
298 

I.IOS 
161 

1,506 


401 

1.898 

123 
901 


a 
5 


1    6   5 

I    1   7i 

0  9  7 

no  7 


1^ 

i 


Eemabkb. 


5* 


no    4^112  101 


1,150  1    4   S| 


174  112    0 


1    2    64 

010   8 
11211 

I    5l0i 
113   1 


1  4  3t|  "^^^  estate  is  a  Tcry  good  one,  when 
not  suffering  fjom  immersion  whiuh 
IB  not  often*    Ob^  mte^  nearly* 


1,5521   6   8| 


109 


61 


245 

309 
166 


355 

S70 

166 


3S€ 


1    8   H 


OM  settlement  fignrei  of  area  pro- 
bably wrong  berfis  the  cttltivation 
hatj  not  (lecre&«iedf  and  tbe  soils  are 
good  of  their  kmd^. 


Oil   0 
113   3 

I    6    8i 
113   8 


1    9 


1   411J 


393ll 
167 


Circle  rates  appropriate, 

A  good  village  mth  an  Increase  alilta 
m  cQltivation  and  irrigation, 

Aboni  tbe  average  of  tbo  cirele,  but 
Q5  the  increase  is  go  large,  an  abate- 
in  eat  m  made, 

Soils  rather  kftllar,  and  cultivation 
much  OB  at  bat  Bettlement,  Furmcr 
jncaag  liowever  were  much  larg^cr, 
and  in  riow  of  tbia  and  of  tbe  rit^o 
in  prices  a  small  increase  justified. 

Soils  good,  ffiicept  the  bbfir,  \  of 
which  ia  inferior,  dahri  lands  some- 
times suffer  frofflL  subTnersion,  while 
I  the  narmc^  and  magda  are  especial- 
ly good,  rates  ehabi  Rs.  2-8-0,  dahri 
Ks.  2,  narmot  Be.  l-S-Uj  magda  Ea. 
1-6-0,  bb^r  annaa  12* 


5   61 

1   2    %\ 


I    6   3i 

1  6  ^ 

1    3   2 


1    T   7i 
1   7114 

1  3  at 


Tbe  aftBeesment  here  cannot  be  raised, 
itshoutdbeleftroucbajit  is.  tJulti- 
vadon  has  ^liGrbtly  incre^ised,  former 
jamii  too  high. 

Circle  rates  appropriate.  No  irriga- 
tion, but  soils  are  good. 

Tbe  village  does  not  now  derive  go 
mvicb  benefit  from  the  nullah  a&  ut 
settlement,  bnt  the  produce  is  good, 
and  the  reduction  given  ia  sulE- 
cient. 
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Name  of  Tillage* 
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2:^7 

239 

240 

241 
212 


2i3 


241 


215 


2^ 


247 


HiUkiL 

Hfiipdri 

UU  SikI 
RTipAberf 

Eojka  Meo 
Eitbanri 

SMain 
8atpfitiak£ 


964       650 


63 

254 
200 

1,201 
1,731 


1,104 


2,090 


865 


•8 

II 
|i 


as 


199 

119 
111 


1,163 


900 


1,200 


401 


2,211    1,333 


591 


i; 


I' 


:i 


650 

189 

119 
111 

699 
1,163 

875 
1,200 


«  I 


Sd 


G92 

503 

168 
HI 

£17 
9*2 


2,636 


1,652 


401       299       419 


1,331 


470       470 


B 

a. 


700 

360 

160 
119 

701 
1,212 


1,86(^ 


1,618 


1,395 


599 


10 


■S 


S 


11      12     13       U    IS 


MinhdL 


S3 


1,4^ 


eoT 


46S 

107 

156 
116 

I,S15 

1,447 
1,118 

458 

1,084 

393 


18 

5 

329 

518 

53 
$6 


115^.. 


106 


24 

76 
i 

169 
45 


14 


61 


23..  14 


9       £ 
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tSURQAON  DISTRICT-.continued. 
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10 
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46 
99 


222 


168 


12 


83 


82 


84 
63 

1,146 
439 

48 

216 
86 


! 

■E 


■i 

5 


194       416 


108 

181 

102 

609 
676 


248 


667 


278 


«i 


22 


28 


Sate  peratm 


5 


239 


280 

141 
111 

689 
738 


1,891 


1,«18 


826 


87« 


866 


4401   8   6 


866.018   9 


160016  4| 
nil   4  6| 


7621010  8)014   81 
7871014  8|1   8   9 


1,894 


870 


A 


<§' 


I 

-a 

5^ 


24 


1    8  6|11011 


016  8i 

1   0  0 
1   6   6 


1   4  0 

1   1   0 
1   5  6 


1   810) 


1,8321   8  8| 


843  014  t\ 


92^1   6   4 


1   8   8| 


i  4  7f 


no  8i 


1  8  6i 


1  810) 


110  8 


1   8 

no 


0* 


81 


1   4  8i 


110  8 


>    4  6) 


110  4| 


111 


Boil  low-lying  and  good,  gave  where 
damaged  by  reh.  Fnll  circle  rates 
are  appropriate. 

Average  boD,  bat  the  increase  at  ciide 
rates  is  too  great  to  follow. 

Same  ae  above. 

A  very  good  little  estate,  but  Incmd- 
ing  soil  latdj  abandoned  ac 
last  settlement,  the  increase  has 
been  only  19  acres. 

A  fair  village  with  an  increase  in 
cultivation.    No  need  to  rednc& 

Nearly  the  whole  of  this  village  is  veiy 
good,  chahi  Rs.  8,  dahri  Rs.  2-8-0 
narmot  and  magda  Be.  1-8,  and 
bhtir  Re.  1-1-0.  The  slight  increase 
is  jastified  by  the  increase  in  re* 
sources. 

This  viPage  is  good,  and  wonld  not 
be  over-assessed  on  good  hands  at 
Bs.  2,600.  The  present  owners  are 
drunlcen  spendthrifts,  and  deserve 
little  consideration. 

A  very  fair  village,  formerly  paying  a 
mach  higher  jama,  chahi  Be.  2-8-0, 
dahri  Bs.  2,  narmot  and  diiknot 
Be.  1-8-0.  magda  Be.  1-4-0,  and  bhhr 
annas  12.  At  the  last  settlement  the 
estate  was  almost  nncnltivated. 

Soil  almost  all  good,  and  low-lying. 
The  increase  of  Bs.  18  is  fally 
justified  by  the  increase  in 
resoorces. 

This  village  is  a  good  one,  has  increas- 
ed its  resources,  and  formerly 
psid  a  much  higher  jama. 


8)1  Circle  rates  nearly. 
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71 
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293 
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1,385 

1,382 

1,381 

2^212 

1,796 

2,118 
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.-. 
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-^ 

2£7 
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1,225 

1,155 

1,725 

1,573 

1,086 

101 
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«. 

258 

EatAbgarh 

1,069 

799 

799 

672 

800 

655 

67 

123 
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259 
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903 

903 

1,055 

1,065 

804 

27 
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..> 

•*f 
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KaliBJftT 

1,248 

1,330 

1,230 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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463 

476 

774 

967 

1,390 

1,29& 


2,484 
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1   5  41 
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1   7   4i 
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013  ^ 

1,640.1    2    2| 


2gl 
411 


1691    3   6 


482 
194 

1J31 

fl8S 

688 

777 
1,394 


1   6   6 
1   1   7 


111   2 

0  6111 

oia  7 

1  7    2 

1    3    6| 

I    4  HI 

1 10  lOi 


1  a  9 
1  3  ei 

1  7  4 
1    B   7 
1   3111 

113    5| 

0  10  61 

1  0    7 

1    9  61 

I   5   9 

1   5   S 
1   3    51 


1    8    If 

I   311 

1   £10 

1    7   If 

1    5  111 

I     4  £i 

lis    7 
010   74 

1    1   li 

110  4 

111  7i 

1  6  n 
1    3  6 


24 


BSMABK8« 


Salt  pans  forcMrrlj  inclafled  in  the 
MMJfiBiTHint.  The  soil,  thotigh  good, 
has  fiomf^  f^ alt  in  it.  The  salt  mann- 
fttCtnrc  hsa  decayedt  ajad  thus  hin- 
dered the  development  of  the  vil- 

SoU  good  and  etfong,  ^tiTfttion 
more  tban  donbled,  Dut  the  owneri 
arc   EajputA, 

The  increaee  at  the  cirole  rates  ia  too 
large,,  and  the  former  asse^smeata 
w e re  1  e>w,  chahi  Re.  2 -8-0,  dahri  E», 
2jbarai?i  Be.  1-6-0, 

Circle  rates  appropriate* 


A  fair  village  aasensed  at  circle  rates 
ntarly. 

Average  soil  with  a  little  kallar,  do 
aMdi,  and  the  increase  is  great. 

Circle  rates  appropriate. 

An  Inferior  eetate,  at  last  Bettlement 
almost  uncultivated^  all  cnlli?atioQ 
asi^^eed  at  Be.  0*10-6, 

Soils  fair,  bsifc  lightlj  asacsaed  hereto- 
fore, Tho  increaee  at  circle  rates  ia 
tc*o  great  to  follow. 

Similar  to  Satamhha  No.  248  (q.  v.% 
and  asdessed  at  the  Bame  rat«^. 

No  rednction  required,  hut  the 
assessment  ia  a  f  nU  one. 

Circle  rates  appropriate;. 

Ma^da  and  bhiir  rather  inferior,  flBd 
wells  not  much  used.  The  iucieaie 
taken  is  eDongh, 
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363 


i364 


2Gfi 


P 


267 
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269 


Kanworslki 


KottS 


Et^idi  Soboa    ,„ 


Ehori  Ndh 


£ho; 


Eherla 


Eherli  Dtaui 


Kherli  Eaaksr . 


G^QgaiiU  ;., 


13^ 


425 


8,67fi 


1,000 


326 


600 


800 


807 


1,600 


1,140 


361 


1,900 


see 


275 


319 


G26 


499 


750 


1,966 


a  at 

13  »  *- 


13       -"  lis  s;  *- 

bp       ^     fifl    £    QJ 


P>Ea 


361 


1,26& 


36& 


276 


219 


617 


499 


760 


1,263 


371 


3,182 


366 


364 


205 


d86 


660 


1,196 


1,968 


1 


ail 


710 


491 


24il 


235 


488 


660 


1,09^ 


1,813 


10 


3 


11      12 


Minhdi* 


SB 


13        14    15 


x&isd. 


262         52.. 


2,914 

1,238 

331 

8 

31D 

104 

430 

276 

Am 

9^ 

457 

29 

835 

fi(3 

lt580 

n 

67 


8S 


IS 


96 


32 


97 
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OURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Vultivated. 
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416 
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101 
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829 


118 


278 


804 


268 


847 
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22i      230 


16  0 


1,006 


342 


l&J 


1,676  0  8  11 


343 


1   6   6i 


1    9  li 


0  6    0 


1    7  0 


216  012  6i 


16(J       160  0  8  74 


278 


4iB 


717 


87011  0104 


4281   7   n 


I  4111 


1^18    1,6061   2  »4 


i 


O 


1    2  6i 


1   7   6 


1   6   U 


1   8  74 


1   6   8i 


18  8 


i 

I 


BSHABKB. 
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i 


19  9 


0   7  0 


1   7   1| 


1   5  8| 


17  6 


1  121 


1   0  5 


1   8   41 


1   6  1 


No  increase  of  cultivation  and  some 
sand  deposited,  but  no  need  of 
reduction. 

The  greater  part  of  this  Tillage  is 
now  in  chak  jhO.  The  old  system 
severely  injured  the  owners  ;  the 
permanent  chak  is  rather  salt,  and 
is  therefore  assessed  below  circle 
rates. 

The  whole  village  lies  low,  cultiva- 
tion .  has  increased  enormously 
since  last  settlement,  and  former 
jamas  were  very  high. 

Although  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  cultivation,  the  present  jama 
cannot  well  be  retained.  The  soils 
are  kallar,  and  the  owners  very 
poor, 

Chahi  good,  magda  average,  bhiir 
slightly  below  it.  A  slight  in- 
crease is  justified  by  the  increase 
in  cultivation. 

Salt  tax  here  hitherto  included  in  the 
jamais  now  separated,  no  irrigation 
well.  8oil  fair,  new  assessment  is 
Ee.  1-12-0  per  acre. 

Soils  fair,  owners  Jits,  and  in  consi- 
deration of  increase  in  resources  the 
rates  are  Hs.  2-8-0,  narmot  Be.  1-8-0, 
magda  He.  1-6-0,  bht^  annas  14. 

Dahri  land  rather  kallar,  barini  soils 
average.  The  increase  taken  is  fair. 
The  owners  are  farmers  who  for 
increasing  the  cultivation  got  a 
free  gift  of  the  biswadiri. 

Wells  fully  used.  Dahri  not  fully 
irrigated,  some  kallar  in  the  narmot 
and  the  bhtir  is  inferior,  but  the 
magda  is  good.  The  increase  is 
justified  by   the  increase  in     re* 
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This  Tillage  lies  low,  and  iseithef 
d&hri  or  sailib.  The  increase  token 
is  somewhat  less  than  the  increase 
in  caltivation  might  justify,  but 
it  is  enough  for  the  village. 


1  6  11}  1   7  6}  The  soils  are  average  and 
(nearly)  at  drde  rates. 


I  U  8  1 II  6  A  very  good  village,  low  lying,  with 
good  bariini  soils,  and  some  kallar 
on  i  of  the  narmot.  This  village 
is  known  for  its  cotton  prodace. 
Jama  announced  Bs.  3,507,  reduced 
by  Commissioner  to  E&,  3,300. 

10  6    Present  jama  not  too  high,  consider- 
ing the  large  hill  area. 

13  5^' 1501^8  A  large  Meo  village,  low  lying,  but 
with  some  little  kallar  as  in  most 
villages  of  the  circle.  Bates  Bs.  2-8-0 
chahi,  dahri  Be.  1-12-0,  b&r4ni  Be. 
1-4-0  all  round.  The  increase,  though 
atiow  rates,  is  as  much  as  can  be 
taken  safely. 


0  9  4)'0 10  5}  A  poor  village,  much  injured  by  sub- 
mersion. A  chak  jhil  has  now 
been  formed,  the  permanent  chak 
laads  are  below  the  drcle  rates  iu 
value. 


1   4  0 


160      176 


13 


140 


16: 


208  014   9i 


167 


1  7  14 

1   4  641   7  51 


18  3  The  increase  at  circle  rates  is  so  large 
that  it  cannot  be  followed.  The 
owners  too  are  not  wealthy,  and  the 
land  is  somewhat  kallar. 

1 11  4  No  reduction  required  in  this  semi- 
dihar  vUIagc, 

1  8  2|  Last  assessmeB  t  was  lights  now  put  ai 
qiiele  rates;. 
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No  «b4di,  ^Qt  flooded  from  the  c^nal 
worlRs.  soil  worth  Be.  1-44)  u  ofur- 
rig»t)Bd,  bat  this  givee  top  large  an 
increase,  ao  alomp  jama  U  UBuaot 
B8.400. 


Th^  ▼ilage  has  bbtlr  worth  the  eirde 
rate  <wbich  ia  low),  and  |iiej)B  Ufk 
krge  hill  area.    Fonaet, 


No  redaction  required,  the  village  is 
in  aaefa  the  lame  ctate  a«  at  eetUe- 
meat.    Soils  on  the  wholjp  goiod. 


A  Jh£l  Tillage,  permanent  cMk  good, 

MK»Mm»ml^imith»  hiiL 


1  9     I 


1  11  9| 


Whollydlhii  Aa  im»eu9  inerfase 
inooltivation.  IJiecicoierate^lQB.3, 
giTes  too  great  an  increase, 
therefore  at  Be.  1-8-a 


Tins  Tillage  soil  is  worth  oiirolc>  n^ 
l>^t  the  increase  is  too  gr^at. 


This  Tiila0e  Is  y^rj  near  }^Ak,  imd 
thns  adyantageoosl J  situated,  alipost 
all  low  lying.  The  following  rates 
are  fair/Rs.  2-8-0,  ehihi  Be.  1-8^, 
magda,bhftr,  annas  8.  The  redac« 
tion  given  is  enoegh. 

A  very  good  estate.  The  salt  pans 
however  are  not  now  incladed  in 
the  jeai^s,  oarmot  good,  and  magda 
ve^  gO(^    No  greater  redaction 
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812 


686 
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3 
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819|1  8  I  1 11 10i|l  12.  IJ  Soils  aU  good,  and  low  lying,  the  in- 
crease k  iMge,  hot  the  increase  in. 
cultivation  has  been  very  large,  and« 
the  owners  got  a  gift  of  the  biswa- 
diri  from  Qovemment 

807|1   S  ^l  Z  9il  12  0    Good  soil, and  low  lying,  asBessment 

at  xevenoe  rates  is  fair.. 


908 


92ei  1  1 


s 


I  1  10 


i  2   2i 


Good  nannot,  bat  an  all  round  assess- 
ment of  Be.  1-2-0,  Scmble  Re.  1-2-2,. 
will  be  enough,  a»  the  increase  is  so 
large. 


ii  Bs.   3,07,914.  To  obtain  this  tnm  the  amonat  eatarBd  In  oolomn  9,  deduct  Ba.  1,418  JAglr,   B«.  98  for 


R   MACONACHIE, 

Settlement  Officer^ 
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Name  of  village. 

1 

II 
11 

1 

II 
11 

Average  demand  of  the 
last  6  years  ending 
1      Rabbi,  1877. 

Estimated  demand  as  per 
revenue    rates  sanc- 
tioned for  the  circle. 

Jama  announced  or  fixed 
by  Commissioner  on 
appeal. 

1 

•8 

1 

1 

Minhdi      if^^if^ 
ed. 
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Unculturable 
village  with 
site. 
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Ntbi>ar,  Pargana 
Bahor4 
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4 
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^56 
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Total  Chak  Bahori 

16,766 

19,021 

18,432 
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22,072 

17,732 

616 
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Circle  rates  on  amended  areas 
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BdrgAjax 
BiUanU 
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242 
383 
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140 
300 

891 
1,066 
1,601 

212 
694 
838 

33 
13 

68 
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1,147 

1,824 
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1,410 

649 

1,371 
6,331 


1   6  2 


1   6  3 

1   0  8 
1   3  7 


1    6  1 
397       403  2    0  5 


16,498  17,086 
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614  014  7 
2,216  1    4  2 

413  015  5 
6731   0  5 

1,15211    511 

1,856 
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01411 
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01511 
1    1    1 
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1  6   5 

2  2   2 
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1   4    4 
1   4   8 


1   1    5 
1   5   5 

1   0 
1    2   3 

1    611 
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446  012    2 
6790   8   6 

3610   2  1 

663  0   8.2 


013    5 
Oil   2 


0   6 
0  7   3 
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24 


BSMA&KS. 


iDcreaM  81  per  cent  on  a  doubled 
caltivation.  Some  slight  deterioration 
of  soil.  Jama  announced  Bs.  2,110 
modified  in  appeal. 

« 

Below  tbe  average  in  soil,  though  water 
is  near. 

Full  circle  rates.    A  good  Tillage. 

Jama  was  announced  at  reyenne  rates, 
but  reduced  on  appeal.  A  distinctly 
good  and  large  village  and  small  mar- 
ket town. 

Magda  slightly  above  average,  and  village 
a  fair  one. 

Jama  announced  Rs.  3,062  on  an  increase 
of  91  per  cent,  of  cultivation,  modified 
in  appeal. 

Circle  rates. 

A  superior  village,  with  water  near  and 
sweet 

Some  sand  deposits ;  hence  an  abatement 
in  the  circle  rates. 


Circle  rates  almost  exactly. 

A  good  village,  but  requires  some  rednc- 
tion. 


0 14  7  Circle  rates. 

Oil   9|No  need  of  a  reduction,    and  no  room 
for  increase. 

■  An   inferior    village;  the    increase  is 


20 


6 
0  8 


sufficient. 
I  Land  cut  up  by  nullah* 
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915 
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1,151 
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1,092 

946 
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2,684 
1,769 
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1,612 

140 


13,060 


l2,ftK), 


1,619 

1,002 


3,011 
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468 
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4,815 
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006 

1,451 
661 

006 
876 


836 
1,107 
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40,101 


20,707 
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128 

419 
223 
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18 
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CifUUtiUd. 
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771 
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UfiiiUfitt 


72s(y  1  2|a  6  aijoio  i 

3,416  l»  611 


904  0  3  40  6  SlOU   7 


248  9  9110  11  0014  H 
873  fern  4011  7 
674  0  6100  13  8014   0 
9^40  0  0  60  3  1 


1,000  0  11  0014  2014  9 


1 


6390  7  2 


013111    1   0 


i 

HI 


Land  cat  up,  bat  a  larg<e  gnoriDg  srea^ 

0  11  ^012  aincrea8egreat;owner«R4jpfit8;  jataiaAoW 
aacioaneed  at  Irigh  as  may  b«  solely  taken. 
A  Terjr  large  area  of  grazing  ground. 

A  good  ▼illaffe,  better  than  the  average 
of  tbe  c^al. 

No  n^ed  of  any  redaction. 

Ion   8>Cticle  rates. 

Increise  justified  by  increase  in  Ktonioe^ 

Twcl^  Tillages  share  in  the  grteing  df 
thiB^village» ;  Iffmpees  a  piece  i^  not  too 
ma<^,  about  6  pies  an  acre. 

Jama  high  lio  doubt,  but  it  faasbeeh 
regularly  patid ;  the  redoctioa  aovrg^eu 
is  sitfScient. 


012101  1  a 


437  0  710011   6011   6 


1,433  0  5  6010  6013   4 
1,098  0  5110  7   3010  6 

654010  210131101311 

I 


2300   2  i 


19,484 


s 


Fair  ayeragel  Tillage,  with  largje  waste 
areA. 

Not  itouch  increase  in  resourcei  since 
settl^mehty  b«t  f omftffy  the  jama  wasf. 
muth  higber. 

Cirdef  rates. 

An  itferior  village^  bub  with  a  large 
grating  ar^a. 

A  great  increase  in  cultivation,  the  village 
ma^^iairl^  be  atsesRd  abov*  ckcte 
.  .  rates. 

430[     444p  4  3^012  7{oi3  ojlFormer  assessment  above   that  of    ifis 

neighbourdL  Any  land  irrigated  frozh 
the  band  ( if  it  is  repaired  )  will  pa^ 
owner's  ratio,  or  at  least  abi&na. 

68a}  5  7'/>12  Cl0l2  C  Yillage  doing  very  wdl/ and faM  a  laige 
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Bjocaskb. 


9   4  Former  jama  undoubtedly  high,  present 
reduction  will  be  sufficient. 

112  o|  Assessment  of  the  pennanentchak.  Chak 
Jhil  has  a  fluctuating  assessment  A 
good  village. 

1 13 10|  Not  much  increase  in  resources,  and 
some  deposit  of  sand,  hence  no  chanee 
wanted.  ' 

1  4  0|  Village  doing  fairly,  no  material  alter- 
ation desirable. 

114  1  Low  lands  of  this  village  included  in 
Chak  Jhll.  The  chak  rates,  jama  of  the 
rest,  would  be  Rs.  1,643.  The  lands  are 
good,  but  the  former  assessment  was 
high. 

2 12 11  Assessment  on  the  permanent  chak,  be- 
side this  there  will  be  the  fluctuating 
assessment  on  the  Chak  Jhll.  The 
village  is  a  good,  one,  but  has  been 
injured  by  the  old  form  of  assessment. 

1 11 10|  A  reduction  was  required  here  ;  the  soil 
has  been  damaged  by  deposits  of  sand, 
and  the  owners  are  not  doing  well.  The 
relief  now  given  is  sufficient. 


2  6102   7  7 


010  6 
1    910 


2   6  6 


A  good  village,  rather  heavily  assessed. 
The  owners  are  not  doing  badly.  The 
reduction  given  is  sufficient 

Inferior  land.  No  larger  increase  is  safe. 

Two  chaks,  one  jhfl,  the  other  permanent. 
Former  assessment  has  prei»ed  heavily 
on  the  owners.  The  soils  of  one  chak 
are  high  and  sandy  (to  the  west ),  to 
the  east  low  and  good. 

Assessed  too  highly.  The  Rs.  1 20  redao 
tion  will,  no  doubt,  prove  sufficient. 

Wholly  included  in  Chak  Jhil,  and  so 
no  fixed  assessment;  crop  rates  will  be 
taken,  sugarcane,  Rs.  6  on  the  matured 
crop  only,  melons  and-  basaikhi  chari 
Re.  1-8-0 ;  other  crops  Rs.  3  per  acre. 
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8omQ  abateipent  for  the  great  iiKsre^se, 
An  inferior  ?illage,  bat  owners  well  ofl?. 


01611 


014  0 


Former  jamfi  low,  henoe  now  we  oapnot 

Ma^^aberegoocL  Water  near.  Aanp^pr 
TiUage  with  increased  reaouroes. 


0 14  90 14  IjL  Incrvase  li^  and  owners  Meop. 


1  0  8 


010  8  Bhdr  bad,  o^er  soils  average. 


No  need  for  any  material  change.  The 
vilWflp  is  fOHiat  the  6^09  j^  at  jqtiU^.. 
m^tb 

A  very  greaifc  increase  in  resonrt^es,  hxkt 
in|iais(  frpm  aR|)Qndi(iWfi  of  capita 

Wat4ff  rather  deeper  than  averfige,  btit 
sol^  good.    Area  of  waste  too  (arge. 


8099^4  00^4100^6  I  yag4|h  jrather  inferior,  bMr   ivenige. 
*     In^trease  ^ken  sufficient. 

8,629|0 11  ^  1  2  9 1  8  9  First  class,  i|nd  a  small  market  town. 
Tim  pf aal  4«|Telf(p9n^  ^a^  ^tle- 
m^nt.  A^  income  from  pana  ptUa  of 
Bs,  1,060  iidmitted  by  the  zaminO&rp. 

1,09(^14  91  8  fi|l  4  ^A  Yerr  gre^t  increase  of  resources.  A 
go<|a  Tilla^. 

184)10  6|01Q  ftjoU  8|VilU8ejMapoabddL    Increase  isspiQ. 
delit. 
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Bbmabks. 


No  di£fei«nce  worth  notice  from  circle 
rates. 


Oirde  rates. 

Village  somewhat  below  average. 


Xncrease  soffident  Owners  mostly  Bij- 
pdts. 

Water  near,  and  village  generally  above 
the  average  ;  this  jama  not  too  high  for 
the  land. 

A  large  increase,  hence  a  small  abate- 
ment on  circle  rates. 


No  difference    worth  notice  from  chak 
rates. 


A  large  proportional  increase  and  quite 
sufficient. 


Circle  rates. 


Bhiirgood;  other  rates  average.     The 
increase  is  folly  justified. 


A  small  abatement  for  the  large  increase 
Wattt  inferior,  otherwise  circle  rates. 
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Circle^rates  nearly. 

Wells  deep,  apd  not  fully  used.    Ownera 
li^jpats,  and  not  very  well  ofl. 

Owners  B&jptits.  Some  abatement  adyis* 
able  in  circle  rates. 

Rise  here  taken  is  soffident 

Better  than  average.    Increase  is  war* 
ranted  by  increase  in  resoarces. 

A  superior  village  with  some  increaso 
of  resources  since  settlement. 

No  reason  to  change    materially   the 
former  jama. 

Circle  rates. 

Ahfrs  fairly  off.  An  increase  in  irrigated 
area  mere  than  average  village. 

Increase  large,  and  cultivation  nnpro^ 
tected. 

Circle  rates. 

An  average  village. 


i 


Owners  Path&ns ;  and  area  per  lao  of 
irrigation  is  rather  large. 

Water  rather  deep.  An  increase  of  711 
acres  and  five  new  wells. 

No  need  for  reduction;    Village  is  4olng 

Some  allowanoe  made  forthe  very  consi- 
derable increase.   Well^  are  rather  deep. 

Ahfrs.  Wells  rather  near,  and  fully  nsed. 
Some  restraint  necessary  because  of 
the  material  increase  in  jama. 
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687 

562 

391 

12 

!»,. 

31 

.** 

»* 

1 

1    4 

Bhigpur 

500 

220 

2^ 

291 

235 

364 

65 

... 

18 

... 

t«i 

s 

s 

5 

Bidhwaka 

437 

S50 

250 

297 

250 

283 

113 

... 

26 

1 

-♦ 

M 

i 

K4 

6 

Bi]h£kA 

485 

855 

850 

484 

450 

561 

16 

'*' 

93 

24 

7 

loM 

59i 

S31 

831 

437 

435 

440 

12 

*.. 

79 

1 

S 

Thetar 

850 

679 

679 

654 

616 

631 

202 

1.      8 

**t 

=: 

9 

Jnlhika 

836 

m 

449 

579 

675 

554 

36 

- 

105    ... 

1 

*•* 
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CHUivat0d, 


I 

II 


101 
58 

26 
127 

89 


2,036 


I 

li 


26 


s 
s 


9S» 
477 

626 
8«0 

1,881 


I 
1 


fi 


800 


636 


660 


487 


l,i20 


16,000  17,080  18,066 


20 


S 


836 


012 
636  012   8|0 


688/> 


612 


21 


22 


JUUd  per  acre 


I 


1100 


11   4 
1   0   1 


1,5890  8   7 


13   3 
12  9 


'8 


012   1 
10  7 

0   9  9 


01310 
012   9 

01211 
116 

aiQio 


24 


H|e|aA^g»i 


Something  less  than  the  average  ol  the 
circle  Ib  required  here* 

Some  damage  is  sustained  here  hj  a 
nullah  depositing  sand,  but  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  resources. 

Good  bhtlr  and  some  increase  in  the 
irrigated  area. 

Circle  rates  would  do,  but  for  the  large 
increase  due  to  aseessment  on  near 
wells,  hence  moderation  required. 

Below  average.  Water  deep.  Owners 
not  good  cultivators. 


67 

n 

216| 

3i» 

840 

529 

19 

161 

IGS 

* 

55 

£36 

- 

127 

16 

" 

78 

3Jt> 

.. 

79 

269 

33 

84 

303 

m 

Bl 

272 

350' 

%m 

318 
291 
143 

118 

34^ 
425 

413 


356 

985 
379 


1    1    4 
I   6  4 


636 


1  9    1 


1  7    8 


01 


I   7 

309  0  12  6 

170013  2 


0  18  1 


42801610 


429 
618 


01610 
1   0   7 


7  9 

0  14  9 

1  7   6 

0  13  6 

1  0  3 
1   7  4 

1   1   9 


1  9  6|a  good  village,  but  owners  are   bad 
cultivators. 

1  9  6|  Village  lies  low,  but  thedahar  is  not  a 
Ml  one,  and  has  been  overstated. 


1  9  10 

0  16  8 

1  12  0 

1    1  3 


A  very  good  village. 

An  average  village. 

Owners  Ifeos.    Rise  cannot  be  taken 
here. 

Themagdabirdni  lies  high.  Bs.  24  added 
for  singhara  income. 


1  0  4]  An  average  village. 

1  7  7|  Jama  high,  but  vil-age  a  good  one,  the 
reduction  given  waa  required. 

1  6  3|  An  average  village. 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


cl 


TAHSIL  GTIRGAON, 
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4 

G    1      6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11      12 

13     |l4    16 

^  i 

Name  of  village. 

1 

^  i 

d  e     ©  £  oo 
t-5  ly     Tir  P^,-.  , 

sis' 

oil 

274 

§1 
h 

11. 

1 

Minhdi 

unassu*- 

ed. 

vated. 

ii 

-«3  t^ 

if 

3           h5 

9 

1 

8 

if 

10 

Ghaharpnr        ••• 

192 

193 

193 

269 

284 

87.. 

11 

Batika-naa-&bad... 

200 

160 

160 

269 

226 

417 

6.. 

84 

16... 

12 

Binika  Singola ... 

170 

132 

132 

261 

243 

436 

13.. 

139 

„.    .. 

13 

BiUkA 

168 

168 

168 

238 

200 

839 

62.. 

8 

2j.., 

14 

S^nchanli 

2,090 

1,650 

1,639 

1,735 

1,660 

1,135 

122.. 

6 

■.»    i.t 

1 

15 

f    16 

SitUka 
Sannatlila 

427 
8,373 

211 
2,600 

211 
2,500 

280 
2,398 

250 
2,725 

268 

1,882 

66.. 
133.. 

1 
121 

302  „, 

\    17 

Sildni             ;.. 

1,995 

1,683 

1,683 

1,662 

1,830 

1,641 

114.. 

201 

3.., 

18 

Earanki 

1,400 

850 

846 

1,166 

1,177 

1,259 

26.. 

267 

7.. 

IS 

EnlUka 

716 

418 

418 

66r 

461 

438 

48.. 

1 



2C 

Ehatriki 

1,330 

625 

626 

63] 

630 

404 

42. 

38 

4.. 

21 

Ehnntpiiri 

970 

63S 

639 

46^ 

676 

668 

25. 

218 

3.. 

2S 

I  EherlilaU 

676 

54r 

649 

483 

667 

446 

11. 

2 



2S 

)  Oangola 

2,641 

il,624 

1,624 

1,492 

1,69C 

1,252 

108. 

143 

6.. 
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GUEaAON  DISTRICT— continued. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Cultivated*. 


If 


11 

8 
12 
t2 

137 
118 


16 


73 


47 


160 


69 
10 

22 

679 
68 

638 
187 

216 
249 

196 

82 

61 

74 


t 


1 

•3 
o 

1 


178 
861 
262 

242 
417 
180 

656 
1,023 

781 
180 

108 

227 

885 

761 


287 
861 
288 


20 


& 


247 
411 


21 


23* 


23- 


Mate  per  aere 


a 

i 

1 

% 

3 

s 

£ 

s 

8 

0  14  7 
0  8    8 


422  0  8  11 


267|      277 


1,008 
210 

1,826 
1,328 

970 
884 

820 

822 

438 

995 


1,013 


212  01411 


1,749 
1,627 


t7  2 
I  1  10 


1,284 
886 


643 


436 


1,144 


0  9  5 

1  7  5 


101411 
110 

1  8  11 

1   0  2 

1  4   4 

1   6  7 


s 


^ 


24: 


Eemabks^ 


1  0  91    1  6|VUlage  below,  the  average. . 

0  8  K)0  100|  Village  inf^br,  inoreaae  sufficient; 

0  9  8  0  18  9|  Noab&di;  soils  aycrage ;  Rs.  40  added  on^ 
account  ol  income  from  pnla,  bat  this 
is  enoughs. 

0  11  7|0  12  0|  No  ab&di  in  this  village,  the  increase  is 
snffiotent. 

1  10  31  10  41  Village.    Good  soil,  but  owners  only 
moderate  coUiratorsv 

1  2  10 1  8  1  Jama  announced  Ra.  808  redaced  in 
appeal.  Village  lies  lowj  bat  dahar  is 
iniferior. 


1  8  11 
1  3    2 

0  15  8 

1  8    2 

1 11 10 
1  Oil 
1  411 
1  7    8 


2  0  10 
\6    2 


1  15.4 


112  7 


1  4  11 


1  11  2 


A  fitst  class  yilhige.    Water  near,  and 
magda  yery  good*. 


A  good  J&t  village.     A  good    increase 
of  cultivation    at   last      settlement. 
,    There     was  a    large     area     lately 
abandoned. 


13  5r  An  average  village.  A  large  increase  ii» 
cultivation. 

13  3  Half  the  village  high,  half  low,  and 
entered  as  dahar.  Owners  Meos,  cannot 
bear  any  lavge  increase. 


Jama  announced  Rs.  692,  Redaced  in 
appeal  to.revenae  rate. 

Rs.  50  assessment  on  pufa  income  ;  an* 
increase  m  resourote.  Magda  and  half 
the  bhtir  very  good. 

A  good  estate,  well  cultivated.  Owners 
fairly  off,  and  some  Httle  increase  in, 
cultivation  and  resources. 

A  very  good  Jit  village.  Soil  of  good 
quality. 
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Name  of  village. 


Lakhawfa 


g 


25  Lotieingaai 

26  Mand&war 

27  Nannera 
Total  Chak  Sil^i 


I 
11 


2,138 

864 

438 

1,750 

27,995 


08 


09 

e  la  -it' 


1,752 

700 

885 

1,001 


19,501 


1,747 

780 

385 

1,001 

19,476 


Circle  rates  on  amended  areas 


1^ 

it 


■g 


1-i 


1,153 

543 

mo 


10 


1,747 

857 

557 

1,1111 


20,900  21,941 


20,920 


to 

43 


3 


Minhdl 


1,197 


770 


1,381 


894 


11      12     13       14    15 


^     4-1'      VJ 


6!! 

JJO 
727 
101 


19,8061   M3G. 


3 
u 


30 

2G 

19' 

C2 

1,985 


419 


S3 


Basnnda 

Bakainka 
Birhera 

Palri 
Jarann 


Daboda 


Donmaa 


1,100 

350 
900 

400 
1,400 


910 


1,000 

1,000 

783 

300 

30lO 

2Ci4 

750 

760 

588 

450 

364 

538 

1,426 

1,425 

1,596 

780 

766 

769 

800 

.  400 

l,3d3 

1,084 

311 
753 

553 
1,576 

879 


1,117 


1,186 

303 

556 

557 
1,330 

1,116 
1,401 


55 

14 

33 

33 
62 

36 
31 


37 


549 

116 
164 

113 
141 


375 


263 


10 


61 
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QURGAON  DISTRTCT-contmued. 


16  1 

17 

18         19    1 

20 

21 

22 

.3    1 

24 

Cultitated. 

i 

Bate  per  acre 

1 

11 
1= 

l§ 

1 
1 

1 

1  8  8 

1 
1.4 

BEMASK8. 

25 

••• 

1,079 

1,104 

1,136 

1  7  4 

An  increase  in  resources,  but  a  deepen- 
ing  of  the  flooding  nullah,  hence  the  old 
lama  which  has  been  regularly  paid 

62 

40 

561 

658 

720 

1   11« 

1  8  1 

1   6  6 

R&jptit  owners ;  increase  taken  is  suffi- 
cient 

26 

94 

836 

456 

654 

D  S   6 

0  13  8 

1  3  7 

revenue  rates  jama. 

14 

948 

124 
3,607 

692 

730 

798 

1  3  11 

1   6  6 

1   8  6 

A  good  low-lying  village.  A  good 
increase  of  cultiyation* 

10,462 

16,0lt 

17,371 

... 

... 

•;• 

... 

*•• 

*•• 

...  1 

•  •• 

... 

••• 

139 

116 

821 

576 

1,131 

0  14  7 

0  15  4 

1  14  2 

Cultivation  has  increased  well,  and  tbera 
is  a  good  culturable  area. 

68 

,,p 

105 

173 

289 

1   2  0 

1  2  11 

1  15  6 

Soil  good,  and  a  power  of  expansion. 

174 

... 

183 

857 

528 

1    5  8 

1   7   0 

2    1   9 

Soil  good.  Owners  well  off.  No  need 
to  reduce. 

132 

-" 

279 

411 

524 

01511 

1  0  11 

1    5   6 

A  material  Increase  in  resources*  Quite 
an  average  village. 

1B2 

oBO 

S12 

1,084 

1,281 

1  a  9 

1    6  4 

1    8  2 

• 

Soils  generally  low»  but  some' high- 
lying  and  inferior  bhtir  and  magda  near 
it,  dahri  lands  flooded  by  Sahaibi. 
Owners  improvident  Biluches  and 
absentee  Rangars. 

161 

1 

532 

694 

1,080 

0  12  9 

0  13  0 

1    4   3 

West  low-lying  chiknot  and  narmot, 
east  high  and  sandy,  culturable  waste, 
very  large  cultivation  has  increased  ; 
c.h&iis  worth  Rs.  2-8-0,  dahri  and 
narmot  Re.  1-8-0,  magda  Re.  1-2-0,  bhi^ 
annas  12. 

199 

'     13^ 

758 

1^96 

1,420 

0  12  4 

0  12  7 

1    0  4 

Former  assessment  very  low,  so  that  the 
increase  is  large,  yet  low  rales  are 
used.  There  is  a  large  culturable  area, 
and  some  of  it  has  been  broken  up 
since  announcement  of  the  jama. 
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TAHSIL  GURQAON; 
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00 
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NamQ  of  village. 


Bajupar 


9  Siwaii 


125 


*^  a 


I 

Q 

•s 


e 

00 

B 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Shekhupor  Majri 
Alixntiddinpar  • . . 

Faridpur 
OadhiNattehEhan 

Mnshedpur 


Mabcb^na 

Total  cliak  Sahaibi 


750 


550 


125 


1,367 


760 


550 


hi 


i-l    00    u 


1,250    1,100 


400 


700 


950 


2,000 


11,7&5 


125 


391 


750 


550 


1,100 


8 


267 


^1 

1^1 


10         11      12       13       14    15 


200 


1,493    1,691 


1,803    1,808 


400 


700 


800 


2,000 


1M60, 


400 


700 


800 


633 


1,078 


1,096 


2,042 


762 


1,439 


1,133 


I 
•g 


I 


252 


Minhdi 


Ms 


17 


Uheulti- 
rated. 


1 


2,134       109 


2,000    2,166 


13,124  17,fl60 


Calculated  on  amended  area 


..     17,973 


792 


856 


1,222 


2,274 


632 


633 


1,161 


666 


1,677 


848 


18 


41 


17 


78 


807 


281 


863 


33  ... 


1,094 


1,600       916 


2,352 


19,010 


1,126 


1,S73 


17,079 


115 


13 


62 


53 


49 
774 


30 


21 


153 


•a    ^ 
^  lo 


64 


867 


129 


216 


179 


313 
4,399 


103 


2 


16 


292 
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aURQAON  DISTRICT— continued. 


16       17       18 


19 


CtativaUd. 


I. 

3-3 


61 


190 


121 


232 


844 


686 


178 


179 


261 


371 
3,678 


11 


& 


a 


96 


870       677 


146 


69 


87 


366 


27 


662 


249 


247 


2,876 


112 


473 


I 

g 

-a 


167 


1,137 


878 


764 


20 


616 


21 


22         23 


Rate  per  acre 


3 

B 
o 


II 


8 


236  0  12  80  IS  7 

I     - 

2,008  0  12  80  18  6 


1   4   01   4  7 


1,120  0  11  90  12  2 


236       616 


118 


877 


115 


168 


847 


6,608 


1,069 


682 


846 


668 


1,466 


12,062 


627 


I  13  7 


1,4321    2   6 


814  0  12  6 


1,064 


863 


1  16  2 


1    9   6 


0  16  7 


11111 


i 

•B 
1 

a 
O 


-i 


I   4  6 


1  B  21 


24 


BkMASK6» 


Former  jama  light,  heoce  gome  restraiBt 
in  raising  it. 

Bzoepting  a  few  maafisy  this  village  is  as 
istamr£  tenare,  chiknot  and  narmot 
low-lying,  black  soils.  Magda  half 
good  and  half  inferior,  dihxi  rath^ 
inferior,  chihi  good. 


1  6|  Village  doing  well ;  an  increase  in 
resources ;  soils  good  ;  expansion 
probable. 

1  1  10|  Former  assessment  light,  bnt  the  village 
is  inferior,  hence  the  present  increase 
is  all  that  can  be  safely  taken. 

1  16  9  Seyeral  new  wells  constmcted ;  the  soil 
here  is  very  good. 


2  2  4|  A  large  increase  in  resonrces  since 
former  settlement.  The  village  is  a 
superior  one,  and  has  a  good  cultnrable 
area. 
0  13  0 1  2  2  Former  assessment  very  light,  low  rates 
are  now  taken,  bnt  even  these  give  an 
increase  of  over  60  per  cent.,  more 
cannot  be  asked.    Owners  Biloch. 


1,778 1  4  10 


1   0  6 


1  13  8 


1  6  11 


16,764 


14  8  The  soil  is  good,  bat  the  extra  ordinary 
lowness  of  the  former  assessment 
keeps  us  down  now. 

6  4  There  has  been  a  change  here  from  kind 
to  cash  assessment,  ordered  as  between 
the  istamr£rdilr  and  the  Ahirs  who 
have  now  established  proprietory 
rights,  hence  the  great  apparent  change. 
The  village  is  very  good  in  the  cha^. 

1  10  8  This  village  is  superior,  lies  low,  has  an 
increase  of  wells,  and  a  good  capacity 
of  expansion  still  to  be  develop^. 


iV 
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e 
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Name  of  tillage* 

1 

1 

1 
11 

1 

ii 

-si 

Is- 

K'i 

ill 

Hi 

ns  a 

11 

o 

1 

Mhihdi      ^     ,,. 

II 

1  s 

3      1 

1    IkbilpOT 

iOC 

>      40C 

411 

441 

48€ 

G7 

27 

2  PaUi  Hijipnr     „. 

■" 

I,35S 

1,336 

1,921 

1,S16 

3,023 

13£ 

...       763 

5  ,, 

3  Tij  Kagar 

»* 

5i7 

627 

797 

657 

1,04*J 

66 

...       127 

•Ii         .■> 

4  firpaii 

.,, 

U50 

950 

854 

973 

69] 

23 

5 

...             1 

£  Janftull 

1,140 

),23d 

1,2S6 

1,1^1 

1,228 

1,224 

41 

5         68 

43. „ 

6  Jiiraitll 

S13 

5T0 

569 

768 

764 

786 

62 

48 

6  . 

7   Jari 

760 

819 

819 

825 

889 

777 

M 

9 

...    ... 

M 

8  JuiiU^is 

•11 

450 

450 

703 

675 

998 

19 

-.        119 

6 

d  Jhdnjtauli 

„. 

8G0 

850 

980 

850 

1,600 

64 

..       278 

2 

10  Jhatauli 

1,09S 

1,045 

i,oie 

1,676 

1,196 

2,029 

113 

8         37 

• 

36... 

11  Hay&tpuT 

833 

400 

338 

910 

777 

1,327 

115 

12 

6    I 

12  ElmrraiitpQi     ... 

... 

2.J00 

2,400 

2.432 

3,616 

2,641 

116 

...       488 

85,,. 

13  DhiniwM 

es5 

$G5 

643 

881 

790 

768 

67 

126 

14  SldhrftnaBhiwEpnr 

1,166    1,306 

lp2S4 

1,055 

1,129 

2,305 

647 

.,.        258 

69 .,. 
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16       17       IS 


19 


20 


21 


23 


24 


Cnltivat^d, 


Itate  per  acre 


IE   . 


I! 


166 

98 
189 

200 

160 
164 

70 

21 

160 

111 

660 

323 
77 


109 


128 


96 


31 


279 
1,826 

749 
478 

869 

6$1 
680 

790 

1,089 
1,676 

1,083 

1,:102 

S62 
1,223 


3 
t 

3 


33S 
2,120 

847 
662 

1,059 

681 
734 


1.156 

1,836 

3,194 

1,953 

585 
1,331 


410 
2,888  0 

974  0 
6681 


1,176 

734 
743 


d 
O 


► 
O 


BEMABK8. 


1   0101    2  2 


14  6 

9  70  10  10  18  8 


,L 


The  magda  of  this  Tillage  is  above  the 
average. 

A  good  rise,  but  owners  are  J&ta,  with  a 
large  waste  area ;  more  cannot  be  tideen 
well. 


860      979 


1,436 

1,908 

1,213 

2,525 
711 

1,65a 


10  l|010100  126  Increase  is  sufficient.  The  village  is 
below  the  average. 

6617  41761  This  village  is  good  in  the  chak  ;  the 
slight  increase  is  bat  fair  under 
circumstances  of  increase  of  resources. 

1  0  21  0  10|l  2  8  The  magda  is  good,  but  the  ch&hi  has 
been  treated  with  some  slight  indul* 
gence.  Former  jama  perhaps  a  trifle 
high  as  compared  with  other  villages. 
15  41  0  61  1  9|An  average  village.  No  difference  worth 
considering  from  revenue  rates. 

2  413  218  6|  Yillage  above  the  average.  The  rise  is 
warranted  by  the  progress  in  well 
irrigation. 

6  9  80  9  5|0  10  8|  Former  jama  no  doubt  light,  but  the  soils 
are  inferior,  and  circle  rates  cannot  be 
approached. 

9  SlO  9  6|0  119  The  owners  are  poor  and  not  good  culti- 
vators.   No  rise  can  safely  &  made. 

9  60  1000  10  6|  Rise  cannot  be  safely  greater,  the  chilii 
given  for  revenue  rate  assessment  gives 
a  large  average  area  perlao. 

^  The  land  is  worth  more,  were  it  not  for  the 
sudden  increase  already  made  by  the 
amount  announced  ;  the  soil  is  fair. 

7|  Less  than  3  per  cent,  difference  from 
revenue  rates. 
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The  rise  cannot  safely  be  made  greater. 

Salt  pans  formerly  not  taxed,  Will  now 

pay  h£kimi  cess,  a  fair  mean  between 

former  Jama  and  revenue  rates 

I     ment.  ^__ 
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OtTRGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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BXIIABKS. 
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999  0  6  11 
1,174  0  6    9 

4,176  01411 
6280  14  6 


0    9  30 


10  6 
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1,146|0  10  601010|0 
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A  fair  Tillage. 

No  jama  annoanced.  The  estate 
belongs  to  Government,  and  is 
yalaable  only  on  account  of  its  salt 
works.  The  Depntj  Commissioner 
will,  it  is  presumed,  lease  the  grazing 
as  before  ;  this  is  advisable  for  the 
sake  of  the  cattle  of  the  salt  works. 

Less  than  3  per  cent,  difference  from 
revenue  rates,  the  increase  is  warrant- 
ed by  the  development  of  the  village. 

Owners  poor,  will  now  pay  h^imi  cesSi 
The  village  is  below  average. 

Mr.  Channing  announced  Rs.  664,  and 
the  present  jamais  a  modification  in 
appeal.  The  village  is  an  inferior  one. 

An  istamr&ri  save  some  maafi  plots,  well 
irrigation  generally  good,  but  most  of 
the  bhdr  is  inferior.  A  large  extension 
has  taken  place  since  the  settlement 
measurements. 

Present  assessment  rather  high.  The 
cbihi  is  good,  but  the  magda  is  not,  and 
the  bhdr  is  inferior.  Hikimi  CdSB  is 
taken  on  the  salt  manufacture. 

A  superior  Tillage  of  the  chak,  but  need- 
ing some  little  reduction,  not  much* 


An  average  Tillage. 

An  Inferior  estate.  Water  is  near  and 
ch&hi  is  good,  butthedaharisnot  good. 
Karmot  and  magda  about  average,  but 
the  bhdr  area  is  Tery  inferior. 

The  rise  is  sufficient.    Owners  Biljpilta, 

Jama  announced  was  Bs,  867  reduced 
in  appeal, 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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Folly  an  average  Tillage,  bat  owners  are 
lULjp^tfl^  and  inoieaae  yery  oonalderabile. 

Ownen  well  off.  The  inoraaoc  it  jnatified 
by  the  increaie  in  oultiyation  and 
inigatioa. 

Beyenne  rates  januL 

8oU  fair,  bat  ownen  Brahmins,  and  weUfl 
deep. 

Qreat  increase  in  caltiTation,bat  rerenae 
rates  jama  is  safflcient. 

Former  javoa  so  low  that  we  are  now 
cramped  in  raising  it. 

A  fair  Tillage.  Besooroes  hare  increased' 
saificiently  to  Justify  the  new  demand. 

Cixole  rates. 

Circle  rates. 

Circle  rates. 


620  01810014  £014  8  Jama  annonnoed.Bs.  594  redaeed  on  appeal. 
A  yery  good  yillage  owned  by  Jats  with 
water  near. 


Circle  rates. 
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Soil  about  average  of  circle,  bat  there 
U  no  abAdi,  and  the  soil  is  anirrigated. 

TbeviJlage  has  been  hitherto   highly 
aieefiBed.    The  reduction  is  safflcient, 

Cirole    rates    safe ;  for  chahl  slightly 
taiJBed  as  water  is  near. 

The  migda   here  is  good ;  the  yillage 
ii  a  good  low-lying  one. 
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GTJRQAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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A  Teiy  good  Tillage,  and  a  market 
town.  Water  near  and  sweet,  and  the 
cultivation  near  the  town  good.  No 
great  increase  has  been  made,  bat 
the  rates  are  sufficient. 


0  14  0  Average  soil,  bat  no  abddi 


Average   soil   but   no   ab4di,   and  the 
owners  are  Bilaches. 


14  6  Circle  rates, 
I    4  6 


2  2 
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An  average  village  except  that  the  wells 
lie  deep. 

Village  doing  fairly  nnder  the  old 
assessment,  is  above  the  average  of 
the  circle,  needs  no  material  change. 

Circle  rates. 

Former  assessment  low  ;  increase  saffi- 
cient. 

Owned  by  the  Gurgaon  villagers  ,*  a  good 
estate,  needs  no  redaction. 


A  very  good  estate,  above  the  average 
in  this  chak. 

0  12  6  High-lying  land,  water  deep  and  irri- 
gation scant.  The  large  increase  there- 
fore is  enough,  though  the  increase 
in  cultivation  is  very  great. 

12  3  Seme  land  here  rather  kallar,  rest  good 
average.  The  owners  however  are  not 
good  cultivators. 


0  18  0 

1  1    6 


Owners  live  in  Wazirabad,  land  is  cut  up 
by  nallas.  Increase  taken  soffl- 
cient. 

No  reduction  required. 
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GT3RGA0N    DISTRICT— continued. 
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RSMARKa^ 


IticTease  talcen  conttderaWcj  and  owners 
are  Fatbans. 

S6il  abont  average,  bat  cultivation  ill 
protected  ;  rise-taken  is  sufficient. 

No  need  for  reduction. ;  tbere  is  room  l0» 
g«od  expansion* 

VQiter  deep  and'  land  somewhat  cot 
up,  otberwise  an  average  village. 

Water  deep,  a»d  wells  not  much  use^t. 
Former  assessment  low^  so  that  the 
rise  now  made  is  enough* 


state 


This  vlllRge  is  in  mnehr  the- 
as  at  last  settlement. 


No  abidiv  Former  jwna  was  low  ;  thia 
increase    now  made  is    aa  Quich.a» 
.  saiely  may  be^ 

Village  about  the  average*. 

This  is  held  by  the  owners  of  Gtargaon 
whohave  for  their  own- profit  turned 
the  place  into  a  grazing  erround.  There 
is  no  reason  for  altering  the  jamfu 

Village  fair  but  owners  not  goo«r  cultiva- 
tors;  rise- taken  is  sufficient. 

Soil  average  but  no  ab^i  and  no  irriga- 
tion. 

Not  much  increase  of  resources  since  set- 
tlement, but  there  is  room  for  expan- 
sion. 

A  very  fine  esUte,  practically  a  ma&fi  a» 
the  proceetls  of  the  ^tasani  temple- 
owne<i  by  tho  zanimdirs  exceed  far  the- 
jama,  As^iessedin  a  lump  sum,  com- 
paling  with  former  asaeMmen^ 
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421 
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880 
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1,668 
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810 
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408 

643 
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Circle  rates  on  amended  area 
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896 
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1,349 

1,429 

877 
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396, 


11 


66 


83^16 


480      867 

1,707 

64o|      634 
320 


88,011 


1,626 


908 


2,160    1,664       133 


926       926 


1,000 


40,330 


998 
>73 


602 

8 
26 

17 

823 

28 
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6,660 
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67 


13    I  14 


Vnemlti' 


1 

•3 
o 
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86 


100 


80 
16 


897 


17 
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29 
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1,002 
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26,719 
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237 
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449 
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30,803 
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1,621 


21 


22 


23 


Rate  p§r  aer0 


B 


-i 


012  1 
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6061   8  2 
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760^01410 


7061  4  8 


018  7 

012  8 

013  1 


012  2 

013  7 

014  8 
014  a 


16  9 
1   211 

1   611 


14   3 


1   6  7 


18  9 


16  8 


17  8 
1  4   1 

16  2 


1   610 


1  13  3 


1  18  2 


1  910 
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KlMAUffBL 


Villftge  lies  high,  and  the  bhdr  Ib  inferior ; 
the  inoreaae  taken  is  siiBGieBt. 

Soil  average.  Vat  no  ab&di  and  the  owners 
areBilnchea, 

The  cnltiTadon  here  is  snpiroteeted,  hence 
it  is  best  to  lea?e  the  old  jama. 

No  increase  of  resonroes  sofBcientto 
warrant  an  increase  of  jama. 

A  high-lying  villsge  below  the  average 
of  the  cirde.  A  great  increase  of  un- 
protected irrigation.  The  rise  now 
taken  on  the  jama  is  folly  enoagb. 

This  village  is  abont  the  average. 

M4gda  here  inferior,  otheiwise  average 
village. 

An  average  village,  but  the  ]area  per  lao 
of  irrigation  is  large. 

Kot  much  increase  in  resources ;  owners 
partly  Bilaches. 

A  good  average  soil,  with  water  near 
and  good  manured  area,  bat  the  in* 
crease  made  is  sufficient  ander  the 
drcomstanoes  of  the  village. 


Lands  lie  low  and  soils  good.  Damage 
done  to  the  moisture  by  the  Railway, 
so  tiiat  no  land  is  now  entered  as 
dihri.'  A  large  extent  of  culturable 
waste,  but  rather  kallar.  The  reduc- 
tion now  made  is  sufficient. 

Rather  heavily  assessed  hitherto,  reduced 
to  circle  rates. 

A  good  village  mainly  of  good  miigda  ; 
some  little  damage  to  the  moisture 
done  by  the  OwAlpah&ri  band,  a 
reduction  to  Rs.  1,000  is  sufficient. 
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Circle  rates  on  amended  area 
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i  I  I 


10 


I 

•8 


I 


1,681 
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oommMoiwriiBc  %0I,8<7.  Itie  dlffereore  if  thog 


ir.  A-Th*  amonftt  shown  to  the  Jamabandl  wnt  to  tbe  Deputy  opmintoiloiiw  fa  B«.  ^0f,W7. 
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EXMABia 


Part  of  th&  soil  bere  is  below  the 
average  ;  the  well  cultivation  is  good. 
The  rise  now  taken  i»  sufficient.  An 
ez-ji^kgir  yiUage. 

A  village  resemUing  Kadipor ;  somv 
deposits  of  sand  have  takenj>Iace.  The 
redaction  now  made  is  sofficient. 

The  village  waa  lightly  assesned  at  last 
settleBient,  and  it  is  difficult  to  rais^ 
the  jama  much  now. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Owners  Rangars,  lacj  and  sot  well  oft 
A  light  assessment  ueeessazy. 

No  rise  possible  here.  A  non-resident 
owner,  and  a  large  body  of  occupancy 
tenants,  B^jpUts. 


txplaioed:  JAcjiriaftamrarBa.  S,8«tandgardeai  Bs.  i29,yMla  proteoUve  leuestake  Bs.  8,404.   Total 


R.    MACONACHIE, 

Settlement    Officer. 
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VILLAGE  ASSESSMENT  REPORT, 

TAHSIL  REWART, 

GTURGAON  DISTRICT. 
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SniAWi, 


No  rett  action  required.  The 

ownera  are  Ahfre,    doing 

fmrlj.   The  water  iB  better 

than  ATerage. 
Wftter  deep  down  and  salt. 

No  greater  rifle  can  safely 

be  made. 
A  r^uetloQ  here  required 

and  given.      No  need  to 

(to  lower, 
^mewbat      superior     bat 

heavily  j • 


Below  tkeayerage.  Komoro 
can  be  wisely  asked. 

Welib  rery  salt  and  Tillage 
not  doing  well  as  ethers. 


Estate     inferior. 
Krabmins. 


Owners 


No  material  dill^rence  from 
circle  rates. 

Inferior  and  no  abddi  ;  the 
old  jama  is  maintained. 

Inferior.    The    increase  iB 

enotigb. 
Auothor  inferior  estate,  soil 

saody  and  wells  salt. 

Circle  rates. 

Land  and  produce  bad  ;  no 
advanoe  can  be  made  here* 

Owners  not  doing  well.  No 
advance  possible. 

Bhi!lr   good,  other   dronm* 
stances  average. 

The     lubstantial    increase 
taken   is  as  mnch  as  the 

vilinge  will  bear. 
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Kome  ol  yillnge. 

Jama. 

^1 

|| 
|l 

... 

4i 

III 

11- 

11 

^  Id 

i 

1 

Minhdi 
vnajtfettfd. 

UncHltimt' 
ed 

1 

III 
III 

n 

P3^ 

1 

-M 

D 
43 

4i» 

1 

i 

14 

'" 

16 

Sum&ti  Kiier4    «., 

1,3W 

1,140 

1,140 

1,016 

1,084 

84t 

19 

Saidpur 

133 

13;^ 

133 

253 

160 

271 

9 

"' 

6 

le 

2€ 

ShAdipdr 

760 

626 

501 

536 

510 

623 

14 

... 

61 

... 

21 
22 

ftbelthtlpiir.  Shikar- 
pur 
Eutabpur  Buzurg 

670 
760 

855 
608 

855 
486 

775 
617 

892 
IHK) 

soo 

569 

23 
17 

"* 

163 
16 

*" 

23 

Ki&huDgarh 

1,4S4 

925 

925 

743 

870 

803 

41 

-** 

102 

2 

2* 

KbariAlampHT... 

],287 

998 

998 

683 

875 

606 

23 

■•■       1 

... 

... 

"S 

25 

GiDdokhar 

1,615 

1,235 

1,236 

897 

l,101t 

042 

25 

«.. 

36 

... 

2€ 

Gangaaclia  Ahfr... 

1,000 

1,076 

1,075 

1,02a 

1,198 

810 

io 

- 

1 

... 

1 

S 

-4 

< 

27 

28 
29 

OaDgaecba  Jai.,. 

Lftkhiiftur 
L41& 

500 

900 
1,473 

570 

175 
d25 

670 

475 
925 

759 

488 
1,128 

700 

503 
1,020 

726 

603 
1,175 

22 

25 
35 

<•* 

SI 

30 

30 

>•* 
145 

i 

30 

Lieind 

2,500 

1^16 

1,616 

1,601 

1,700 

1,632 

70 

.„ 

85 

22 

^ 

31 

Mandliaia  Khtud 

1,100 

760 

760 

749 

760 

836 

12 

<>4 

45 

... 

32 

Mdhtyddinpilr  .*. 

1,425; 

919 

919 

688 

840 

816 

37 

... 

128 

6 

S3 

Mastafipiir 

1,235 

855 

BS5 

801 

844 

767 

22 

... 

S3 

^. 

Si 

35 

Nairgalli,    Ban- 
maokh 

1,330 
1,660 

40,822 

1,319 
1,045 

1,154 
1,045 

1,076 
1,462 

1,220 
1,267 

968 
1,398 

25 
62 

>** 

12 

7^ 

1 
€ 

Total  Chak 

28,92g  28,176: 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT-continued. 
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917  1    2  10 
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Bbxabu* 


Soils  good.    No  laige  redac« 
tion  required. 
Owners  are  not  well  o£E. 

Dry.    Soils  bad,  ohahi  good« 

A  yery  good  Tillage,  doing 

well. 
No  farther  advAnoe  safe. 

The  redaction  given  is  suffi- 
cient. 

A  reduction  wanted  and 
given,  but  the  village  is 
above  the  average. 

Same  as  above. 

A  good  village  with  large 
area  under  manure.  Owners 
very  fairly  off. 

Asseivedby  Settlement  Offl« 
cer  at  Rs.  760,  reduced  by 
Comr.    An  average  village. 

Area  entered  per  lao  of  irri« 
gation  small. 

Reduced  in  appeal  from  Rs. 
1,061  which  gave  an  increase 
of  14  p.  e.  on  the  jama,  as 
against  23 17.  e,  increase  in 
cultivation. 

Village  near  Rewiri  and  a 
large  increase  in  resources. 

No  change  advisable. 

A  small  reduction  only  re« 

quired  here. 
About  an  average  village  but 

no  reduction  is  needed. 
A  superior  village  with  large 

manured  area. 
Narmot  rather  inferior.  R&J- 

pdts  owners. 
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1,350 

1,662 

- 

760 

•.. 

1,300 

»•• 

M4i 

■  •• 

i,2ai 

eoo 

«*« 

"■ 

650 

103 
630 

SOti 

1,30: 
5IU 

i,Oir> 

760 

1,850 

570 

1,046 

855 
1^8 


s  !,,§ 


342 


103 
630 
950 

800 

1,302 

480 

700 

1,0*5 
760 

1,850 

6?0 

l,04fi 

855 
1,208 


§1 


476       475 


342 


157 
765 

1,272 

1,447 

fi73 

615 

984 

1,023 
1,268 

1,337 

365 

2,078 

968' 
1,096 

697 


10 


11        13 


13        14 


Minhii 


Vnmltitmt- 


I 


s 
1 

a 


141 
771 

1,150 

1,100 
1,H3 

945 

1,045 

860 

1,700 
482 

1,500 

1,006 

1,208 
519 

537 


218 
l.Oi 
2,486 


e 

24 
497 


2,530  4t9 

1>218  114 

1,066  361 
1,611 


1,599 

l,67:^ 


44ti 


40 


306 
207 


1,103       602 


39 


2,90:i(      372   . 


1,117 

1,796 
565 

1,06S 


29 

6 

12 


19 


41 
CG 

3] 

6 
115 
268 

47 

iOC^ 

35 

25 


36]        1 


116 
19 


217 

699 
IS 

64 


U 

16 
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GURGAON  DISTEICJT— continued. 
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16 


17 
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Cultivated. 


1] 


6- 


1^ 


71 

10     •.. 


141 

62 

93 

108 
87 

201 

58 

166 

212 

172 
78 

45 


& 


i 

f 

s 
1^ 


20 


188 

869 

1,901 

2,068 

837 

522 

1,124 

1,133 
1,163 

2,266 

824 

2,328 

602 

884 
407 

890 


9401 
1,911 

2,068 


§ 


& 


1831      212  0  10    4ti 

987  0  12    2i 
1,989  0    7    5 


978    1,014  0  16      I 


584 

1,217 

1,241 
1,260 

1,457 


21 


23 


23 


J^te^eracre 


1 

8 


i 


2,101  0    6  Hi 


882       407 


2,494 


814 

1,056 

485 

935 


0  10  8  0  12  4 

0  12  6   0  13  1| 

0    9  8  0    9  7i 

0    8  4)0    8  6 


1 

II 

8^ 


24 


702  0    7    Si 
1,485  0  10    2j 


1,601  a  12  m 


1    2    1 

0  11    1 


0  10    2)0  12    5 


1,293  0  10    6)0  12  11   0  13    5| 
1,466  0    8    2|0    9    4) 


1    2    9 
0  13    4 


1    1    3| 


2,5310    8    3 


880  0  14  5 

1,097  0  10  9 

549  0  14  8) 

1,004  0    8  3) 


1  2  1) 

1  2  8 

0  9  51 

1  2  3) 

117) 

0  8  8) 

0  8  6) 


0  11  0 

1  2  8 
1    3  0 

0  9  7) 

1  8  9) 

1.2  8) 
111) 

0    9  2) 


Magda  below  average. 

Fall  Circle  ratee. 

Bedticed  io  appeal  from 
1^208.  CnltiTatioii  uearly 
tripled. 

An  Inferior  estate  with  an 
enormoiui  increaee  in  cul* 
tiyation. 

An  inferior  soil,  but  water 
near  ;  redaction  sofScient. 

Below  the  avrnge.  Water 
deep  and  boil  inferior. 

Water  near  bot  the  increase 
is  large  enongh. 

No  chiinge  advisable. 

An  inferior  village  with 
water  deep.  Owners  R&j- 
puts. 

Over-araessed  bat  the  Ahira 
are  not  badly  ofE. 

Highly  assessed  and  some 
redaction  given  which  is 
enough. 

An  inferior  village,  with  1,300 
acres  increase  in  caltiva* 
tion.  Increase  taken  ia 
enough. 

Chahi  good  and  manared, 
^rea  large. 

No  change  is  advisable  here. 

Water  near  and  sweet  Small 
increase  f ally  jostified. 

&Tk  inferior  ^lage  :  increase 
qaite  safflcient^  appeal  re« 
jected. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT-continued. 
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CtUtivated, 


6  ^ 


390 

164 

9 
88 

91 

39 
148 

65 

120 

153 

B3 

m 

135 
294 


^ 


n 


bo 


756 

341 

629 
340 

729 

886 
1,089 

1,673 
167 

609 

1,3J3 

875 
37& 

433 
1,061 

921 


1,146 


605 


538 


I 


21 


22 


23 


iZ^li!!  |ij?r  ai*J'rf 


1,1661     1     li 


519 


878       422  0    7    3|0  11    4^ 


820 

926 
1,237 

1,728 
167 

927 

1,493 

1,028 
428 

623 
1,246 

1,215 


I    8    7 


24 


il 

O 


538  0    9  Hi 


871  0  10    7 


0  10  10 


1,040  0    6    2^0  10    3^ 


1,346  0    9    3 


2,027 


174  0    8  11 


1,027 


626 


I     4  10 


I    8    2i 


1     9    4i 


0  12    71 


1     8  7i 

1  10  1 

0  12  7i 

0  12  8i 

0  11  6 

0  11  7 


ai3    1 


0    4    5^0    7    5^ 
9    9    2 
1     6    6j 


1|614  0  10  0 

1,163  0  12  4 

434  0  13  6i 

68a  0  14  ei 


9  13     6| 


1,361  0  12    7t 


1,376 


0  11       i 


0  10  &4 

0  14  H 

1  1  10 

1     1  5 

I    0  2i 

0  14  8i 

0  13  I 


Ebmarks. 


No  great  change  required 
folly  assessed,  but  the 
owners  are  not  doing  badr 

A  heavily  assessed  yillago 
but  better  than  the  average. 

Circle  rates  and  old  jama. 

Rather  below  the  average 
with  Rijpnt  owners. 

Wells  very  deep,  the  increase 
taken  is  sufficient. 

Circle  rates. 


0    4 

0      h 


0  H  2|[ Circle  rates.  Tillage  has 
been  injured  by  deposits 
of  sand. 

0    8    9  Water  deep  and  soil  inferior. 

0  9    7     Cultivation  has  deereased. 

1  9  0  A  superior  village  but  over 
assessed.  The  relief  now 
given  will  be  sufficient. 

0  10  10£  Wells  deep  and  soils  infe- 
rior. 
0  16  11  j  Circle  rates  nearly. 

12  1  Highly  assessed  but  now, 
sufficiently  relieved. 

t  4  j  This  small  reduction  is  suffl-; 
cient. 


0  16      j 


Circle  ratea  nearly. 

Nangla  pays  860  separately, 
y  ill  Age  about  average  and 
owned  by  B&jputs. 

J&maannounced  Rs.  1,499,  re- 
duced    without     appeal. 
Wells  sweet  and  nearer  thaa 
the  aveyage. 
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-fid 


Kam£  of  Tillage. 


Biff  hast 

JdtlUt, 


a 

14 


B 


S 


ManaMl 
mndh4 
Nangal  Jamalpur 

N&BgalM&lii      ... 
Hariipiif  •>. 


■1 


Total  Chak 


T     I     8 


S:3 

13    Q 


C    xj    M 

ill 


&00 

1,200 
1,4G5 
1,100 

47 
1,140 


€G5 


1,005 

1,498 

713 


350 
l,0i6 


4(U*-f;  33^472  32,733' 


665' 

1,005 
1,198 

713 


^  * 


10 


904       784     1,169 


I 

I 


932 
1,041 

896 


Itjclod' 
&1  in 

1,045 


Circle  rates  on  ainendi^d  areas 


Bok&pilr 

Bolni 

Ehimiri 

Bhtfli 

Bariawas 
Padaoijiwai 

Fobkarpiif 

Phidalri 

FithaDW&s 


iHa 

naa 

1.650 

1,093 

325 

425 

811 

584 

675 

507 

260 

333 

185 

185 

... 

■ti 

800 

626 

285 
893 
410 

584 

607 
333 

185 
505 


1,005 

1,200 

8515 


11 


12 


Minhdi 
Mnasieutd, 


C3 


378 

360 

709 

783 

34,667 

34,006 

34,668 

386 

288 

1,154 

1,044 

425 

395 

892 

751 

603 

644 

380 

367 

129 

HO 

671 

800 

691 

537 

2,205 
1,373 
1,356 

625 
l,lGfl 


33 

1,131 

253^ 

22 


IS   14 


67 


52,103 


661 
1,161 


567 


196  .. 


10,479 


859 

667 
427 

274 

689 
8id 


18 
8] 
43 

18 

20 
10 

4 

18 
31 


114 


42 

39 

241 


46 


13 


Si 


2,374! 
12 

61 
63 

10 

34 
61 


6ia 


140 
63 
17 

11 
13 


m 

76 
212   M 
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GURQAON  mSTRICT.-continued. 
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CulHffated. 
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766 

1,007 

499 
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84,269 


860 
737 
406 

643 

890 
818 

169 

860 

486 
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1,093 

1,084 

979 

1,089 

499 
862 

38,506 


1,136 


1,0740    7    8J 
1,384 


618 
990 


41,610 


891 
966 
439 

766 

492 
866 

169 

496 

647 


614 

841 

687 
417 


671 
817 


21 


22 


23 


Bate  per  acre 
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Si 
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0  11      1 


1 

■2.S 

5- 


0  11    6 


14    0 
0  10    1) 


0  10  Hi 
0  10    6f 


0  11    21 


0  12    8 


643  0    8 
180  0  14 


0  11 


0  14    0 


^)  16 
0  13 


2700    8    2 


1    6 
0  10 


8fl 


0  14  HtO  16    6| 

1  2    211    8    7 
0  10    8}  0  12    7i 


0  11    64 


0  14    6i 


1) 


0    8  6} 

0  16  6i 

0  12  8} 

0  14  81 

1  0  2| 
0  14  1 

0    8  8i 

6  6 

0  10  6i 


0  11  9^ 

1  1  8i 
0  14  4| 

0  16  lOi 

1  1  8 
1    0  i 

0  14  1 

1  9  9| 
0  16  8i 


24 


BXMABXa. 


Soil  inferior.  Owners  bow- 
ever  are  well  off,  increase 
taken  is  enongb. 

No  cbange  advisable. 

No  change  advisable. 

Abont  average,  but  some 
abatement  is  desirable  on 
account  of  increase. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 


Heavily  over-assessed.  The 
large  relief  now  given  will 
no  doubt  be  sufficient. 


No  material  change  advls* 

able. 
The  increase  made  is-enongh. 

80  rupees  reduced  on  former 
jama  for  land  taken  up.  No 
material  change  can  be 
wisely  made. 

Owners  Gujto.  Some  of 
the  soil  inferior. 

Magda  here  inferior. 

Inferior  village,  but  near  to 
Kew&ri. 

Over-assessed  but  has  some 
good  cuUurable  waste. 

A  j4gir  village.  No  reduc- 
tion required  aa  owners 
are  fairly  off. 

Soil  inferior  but  water  near. 
A  small  increase  may  be 
taken. 
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4 

« 
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S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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1 

hi 
o 
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S 

rs 
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Name  of  village. 

Highest 
Jama. 

il 

III 

II 

"1 

1 

i 

Jfiniidi 
tfnassessed. 

Uncf titivat- 
ed. 

c 

a 

1 

hi 

§1 

§1 

fits: 

J 

11 

f 

■*- 

••• 

6 

1  i 

112       68 

Pfnwana 

547 

200 

200 

183 

200 

402 

11 

Jb&njanw&a 

300 

80 

80 

32 

100 

133 

1 

90 

4 

12 

Ch&ndpur 

200 

250 

248 

557 

800 

428 

21 

... 

72 

4 

13 

Chaturpuli 

422 

2m 

261 

305 

289 

240 

I 

... 

3 

1 

• 

14 

Chtiar{aw&s 

285 

380 

880 

380 

380 

378 

10 

52 

16 

Khalilpar 

247 

200 

200 

246 

220 

258 

7 

•  •■ 

29 

15 

f 

t 

16 

Phdmldk^ 

••• 

101 

101 

208 

208 

270 

10 

... 

32 

4 

i 

< 
til 

17 

IB 

DeoUw&s 

SCO 
fi»4 

196 

651 

190 

€34 

261 
464 

237 

49S 

^13 

386 

16 

... 

50 
25 

••• 
3 

19 

Dan^inl 

450 

475 

475 

614 

600 

721 

34 

•■ 

55. 

40 

20 

Daadbi 

550 

670 

670 

£60 

644 

976 

32 

*•. 

242 

153 

31, 

Dimm^n'ia 

135 

35 

31 

19 

SO 

65 

35 

'■■ 

3 

2 

32 

Dnuliki 

900 

993 

956 

876 

693 

942 

69 

«I1 

64 

3 

23 

Dhftliiwia 

ZOO 

SCO 

200 

220 

2e2 

522 

13 

..« 

303 

13 

34 

EewM 

9,591 

7,025 

6,63S 

4,124 

6,000 

4,6B6 

893 

39 

944 
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QURGAON  DISTRICT.— continued. 
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Cultivated. 


124 


13 


16 

49 

67 
85 
21 

20 

100 

52 
58 

181 
21 

929 


ii 


.s 


21 


Rateper  acre 


198 

88 
315 

183 

149 
172 
203 

221 

281 

540 
490 

25 
675 
169 

1,804 


I 


2111      391  0    7  Hi 


38| 

831 

232 

816 
207 
224 

241 

381 

592 
548 


806 
190 


132  0 
407  0 


i 

I 

<§ 


12    0 


11    2i 


23611    3    3i 


2,733 


868.« 
25i:0 
260^ 

297,0 


0  1 

13  71 

12  4 

12  li 


0    8 

0  12  1| 

0  11  91 

1  3  7 


1 

!, 

5' 


24 


Behabkq, 


0  15    2  I  Inferior  in  soil,  bat  dose  to 
I    Hew^ri.    No   change    ad- 
vifiable. 


2  10    1} 

0  14    6 

1  3  11 


6* 


0 
0  14 
0  12    9| 


0  12    9i 


359:1    4    7i 

687|o  11    1 
943  0  10    7 


1  8  3 
1  0 
0  14  lOi 

0  15    8f 


The  pala  and  grass  sell  for 
Bs.  140, 

No  abadi,  bnt  close  to 
Bew&ri,  no  great  increase 
in  resoarces. 

Village  has  developed  its  re« 
sources,  bnt  was  not  lightly 
'  before. 


1    6    2^1    8    1 


0  11    7f 
0  10  11 


800 
8780 
5090 


T    i\ 


15    2 
8 


3,8531    i  12 


0    0 
0    4| 

iO    8    2i 


1    8  11 


0  14    6 


1    2    9i 


8 
1 

5  111 


81 


2    8} 


Circle  rates. 

Somewhat  inferior  soiL 

Not  fit  for  more  than  circle 
rates. 

This  Tillage  is  inferior  to 
average. 

A  very  fair  village  but 
rather  over-assessed,  with 
Rangars  as  owners. 

Soil  inferior  and  owners 
Rangars  and  Rijpnts. 

Soil  good ;  large  caltnrabia 
area  and  increase  in  re« 
Boorces. 

Inferior  but  dose  to  Rew&r£ 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

A  good  deal  of  caltnrable 
waste,  which  being  near 
Rew&ri,  is  valuable. 

Jama  annonnced,  Bs.  6,?66 
reduced  on  appeal.  A  very 
fine  estate  with  a  large 
valuable  culturable  waste. 
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^amc  of  f  illage. 


IlighfH 
Jama. 


38 

^^  i 

■=  -^^  *s 


SangwirE 

Kutabpur 

Kathuwas 

Edlak4 

KasiiTiU 
Kasauli 


S3  Kam£lpiir 
34 


m 


35 


33 


Kauleiw&s 
Garhl 


37LlidlLtiw&aQi^jar., 


LfllptlT 

Lodhana 

Mijra  Oorow^s  . 

M&ndbidaKaUn. 


Total  Cbak 


II 


679 
1,045 

760 

570 
750 

460 

650 
7&0 

1,065 

325 
325 

300 


650 


29,810 


-6  ** 


1-^ 


;S5 


500       3O0 


968 
570 

570 
439 

385 
318 

428 
750 

456 

325 
225 


261 
800       600 


968 
670 

670 
339 

386 
318 

42S 
650 

466 

S25 
225 

261 
450 
389 


389 

487       487 


23,319  22,987 


Circle  rates  on   amended  &reaa 


It 


1^ 


BOB 
770 

643 
274 
693 
694 

489 
405 

370 
632' 

327 

354 
419 

390 
593 
46: 

624 


22,322 


22,416 


10 


11     )  12      19        14 


SF 


Minhdi 


380 
890l 

543 
180 
570 
555 

398 
330 

375 
562 

402 

325 
300 

330 
600 
433 

600 
23,180 


766 
557 

434 

200 
4S1 
718 

682 
498 

537 
538 

486 

357 
341 

690 
729 
386 

607 
25,268 


23 

20 

16 
2 

19 
21 

15 

25' 

22 
17 

22 

16 
10 

14 
19 
11 

11 

1,618 


Uncnltivett- 


62      124 
4 

27 


8 
62 

8 
95 

171 

69 


39 


95 
10 

68 

7 
26 

3,466 


10^ 

16 


141 


177 


IC  f 


1326 
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GTTRGAON  DISTRICT— continaed. 
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CtUiratitd, 
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lUOepet 

*  aere 
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Si 
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1 

1 

3 
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BSMABK8» 

!i 

bo 

1 

P 

s 

3 

5 

S6 

«•■ 

&21 

657 

783 

0    8      \ 

0    8 

8^^  10  11  1 

Ught  rates  reqnired  here.  The 

owners  are  Qdj&ts  and  poor. 

,f 

152 

'«■ 

381 

B^Z 

687 

1    9    6{1  10 

^ 

1  10    8i 

Good  soils  and  cnltiyation, 

bot  present  assessment  is 

rather  high. 

-' 

127 

— 

265 

&m 

419 

1    *      i 

1    4 

81 

1    6    2 

Circle  rates.  Some  reduc- 
tion needed. 

.,. 

50 

.«« 

H8 

198 

198 

0  14    4} 

0  14 

84 

0  14    6i 

Jagir.  Soils  inferior  and  no 

abadt 
No  increase  adyisable.  Wells 

mostly  kntcha. 
Soils  fit  for  circle  rates  but 

... 

TIT 

... 

837 

454 

462 

1    2  IH 

1    8 

9 

1    4.1J 

«.!• 

m 

**■ 

Gi^f 

G45 

697 

0    12  4i 

0  12  111 

0  18    9i 

the  increase  would  be  too 

great. 

... 

41 

*«• 

413 

454 

667 

0  10  \\\ 

0  U 

8 

0  14      \ 

Owners  QujiLrs  and  Hangars 
and  not  well  off. 

- 

53 

"' 

S03 

S62 

473 

0  10    7J 

0  11 

2 

0  14    7 

Owners  Gujdrs  and  not  well 
off. 

... 

2T 

4** 

317 

344 

615 

0  11    2 

0  11 

71 

1    1    61 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

— 

60 

... 

375 

465 

621 

1    0    8i 

1    1 

8 

1    8    9 

Notwithstanding  the  increase 
of  cultivation  the  pre- 
sent  jtoa  is  very  high. 

} 

id 

4*. 

264 

813 

464 

0  13    2i 

0  18  lOJ 

1    4    ^ 

Too  highly  asECssed  at  pre- 
sent,  but  a  good  village 

with  yaluable  "  munj  "  on 

its  culturable  waste. 

G3 

^•P 

19] 

244 

841 

0  14    7 

0  16 

8 

1    6    8| 

Village  in  much  the  same 
state  as  at  last  settlement 

'■' 

78 

V«fi 

243 

821 

881 

0  14    1 

0  14 

6 

0  14  lU 

Former  assessment  low  so 
that  iiow  full  increase  can- 
not be  taken. 

- 

31 

"' 

377 

408 

676 

0    8  lU 

0    9 

2 

0  12  Hi 

Soils  inferior.  Owners  B&j- 
puis. 

... 

93 

.*• 

440 

683 

710 

0  10  111 

0  11 

81 

0  16    0 

An  inferior  soil,  but  a  large 
fallow. 

63 

■  <* 

302 

866 

876 

1  1  n 

1    1 

7J 

I    2    Ij 

Chahi  good  but  the  magda 
bad  ;  only  a  slight  advance 
advisable. 

*** 

73 

■  ■> 

888 
15,18fl 

461 

496 

0  16    91 

1    0 

4* 

I    1    4i 

A  great  increase  in  resour- 
ces, but  the  jama  must 
have  been  hard  originally. 

133 
••• 

3,49€ 

18,67fi 

28,601 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

••• 

... 

.•• 

... 

••. 

••• 
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TAHSIL  REWARI, 
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312 

136 
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3 
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1  Biorl 

2  Tinkri 

3  Chaab^ 

4  Ohetidangra      ... 

6  Sinseri 

bI  Shahjab&npor    ... 

7  Faulidpeir 
B  Eheri 

9  EbandeorA 

562 

4,300 
822 

606 

492 
2,399 

1,504 
202 

1,137 

561 

3,040 
998 

625 

493 
2,665 

1,455 
238 

1,197 

561 

3,040 
998 

625 

493 
2,555 

1,455 
238 

1,197 

856 

2,087 
1,327 

1,103 

493 
2,204 

1,354 
361 

1,356 

T07 

2,471 
1,117 

800 

498 
2,537 

1,454 
238 

1,376 

914 

2,376 
1,182 

928 

440 
2,457 

1,292 
319 

1,416 

J7 

708 
68 

84 

22 
335 

77 
26 

110 

... 

Total  Chak      ... 

12,014 

11,05€ 

11,152 

11,141 

11,198 

11,324 

1,397 

.«• 

1,098 

49 

8 

i 

1  AhmadpClr 

2  Asadpdr 

3  AbIM   tappa  Jar- 

thai 
i  Asiaki  Qorawas ... 

5  Bisaati 

880 
686 

1,050 
4,200 
1,051 

816 
460 

618 
1,068 
1,054 

815 
297 

613 

i,o&a 

1,€&6 

800 
399 

772 
1,170 
1,467 

820 

386 

776 

M66 

1,600 

463 
869 
626 
743 

16 

104 
19 

47 
28 

••• 

10 

7 

... 
105 

9 

1 

2 
32 

3 
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GUEGAON  DISTRICT-continued. 
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17 


18         19 


20 


21      I      22      I 


23 


24 


Cultivated. 
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84 

122 
141 

101 

73 
226 

ITS 
13 

86 


1,018 


7S 

140 
264 
381 


I 
u 


I 

I 

a 
P 


i 


Bate  per  acre 


733 

1^16 

7<J0 

769 

829 
1,584 

907 
256 


7,767 


282 
188 
360 
401 
333 


817 

1,638 
921 

870 

402 
1,810 

1,080 


Bl^t 


8J8B 


440| 

261 
BOO 
6£E 
714 


1,IU 


8 


0  12    ii 


],G68l    0    7|1     7    $1 


Ii 


0  12    7} 


1 


Ebmabks» 


3l 


0  15     1 


ano  18  9^0  14  If 


418 


1    2    H 


2,1221    0    6i 


12151    8    0  1    3    If 


293 


1 ,30G 


1    0    Oh 


I    8    Of 
1    8    H 


I 
0  11  lliiO  13    0 


0  16    6^ 


9,927 


447 

ses'o 

607 
696 
718 


1    12  4 
14  7 
1    3  10 
1    9    Ii 

I    16  9 


1     0  lOi 


0  13  10 

1  8  0 
1    8  4i 

0  14  8i 

1  8  9i 
1    6  5 

1    5  6i 

0  14  2 

1  6  6 


1  13  4| 
1  4  3| 
I    4    Bi 


1  13  10 
I  4  7 
1     6  10 


1  10    9|1  12    G| 


2    16 


2    1    7& 


Circla  mtes  not  enitable. 
Soils  iDferior,  and  owners 
partly  Rajputs,  yet  the 
water  is  sweet  and  near. 

A  fine  village,  at  present  over- 
assessed.  Soils  good,  wells 
sweet,  but  deep. 

The  Narmot  here  is  very 
nearly  Magda.  The  well 
water  not  very  good  ;  the 
irrigable  area  iSiown  is 
large. 

Jama  announced  at  Rs.  868, 
reduced  on  appeal.  An  in- 
ferior village,  but  soils 
nearly  average. 

Circle  rates. 

A  Tery  good  estate,  but  fully 
assessed,  no  material  alter* 
ation  wanted. 

A  good  village,  no  need  to 
reduce. 

An  isolated  inferior  B4jput 
village.  No  advance  can  be 
made  here. 

Chak  rates  nearly^ 


Ciiele  rateat 

Soils  here  partly  inferior. 

Circle  rateSi 

Circle  rate*. 

The  ratei  here  show  too  high 
a  chalii  area,  tbc  reductioQ 
ho  we  e'er  in  enoagb. 
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754 
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418 

428 

456 

481 
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2,024 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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634 
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452 
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6  9 

7  21 

2    6 
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2  14 

2  9    6) 

1  11  10 

1  16 
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1  8    6^ 

1  15  2} 

1  7    2i 

1  14    \ 

1  2  9i 

1  4    0 

1  10  8) 

I  4    1) 

0  13  10) 


2    8    5) 
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1    6 
9    6) 
12  4 
1    8i 


9  11 

10  ^ 


1  15    2) 

16  6 
0    8 


5  81 
8    1) 

10  8) 

6  0 
2    2) 


24 


BXMABXS. 


Redaction  here  too  required, 
bat  we  need  not  go  lower. 

Already  a  full  jamlu  A 
good  village. 

Former  jama  ratber  heavy, 
the  water  is  inferior. 

Owners  Rangars.  The  in- 
crease is  all  that  can  safely 
betaken. 

An  Istamrar  Tillage  over- 
assessed.  It  is  still  much 
above  circle  rates. 

No  change  here  advisable. 

A  good  village,  bat  wanting 
some  little  reduction. 

Increase  in  cnltivation  has 
been  smaU.  The  jama  at 
Ks.  400  is  enough. 

No  abadi.  The  increase  of 
jama  too  is  great. 

The  village  has  not  been 
doing  well  and  wants 
relief. 

Chak  rates  nearly. 

A  well-cultivated  village  and 
the  low    average  area  is 
small,   but   owners   are 
Baiyids. 

Chak  rates. 

BhuT  here  good. 

Boil  inferior.  Owners  lULjputs. 
No  material  increase  can  be 
made  here. 
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1    9  6 

1  15  9i 


24 


BSMABCS; 


1  1  1  If  ForaierTjr  an  Istamrar  village. 
*    The    ]ama    which    is    not 

mnch  below  chak  rates  ia 
BQfficient. 

2  1  7|j  Circle  rates  quite  inadequate, 
bat  some  reductioa  only 
fair. 


1  13    0 
1    0    51 


2    0    6 
I    0    9f 


1    3  9| 

1  13  4^ 

2  9  6 
1     8  0 


Owners  mostly  Hangars, 
must  be  gently  dealt  with. 
The  village  is  a  good  one. 


2  7  9}  A  very  good  village,  highly 
assessed,  but  we  need  not 
go  down  to  circle  rates. 


2    0    8 
1    8  10 


A  good  village,  somewhat 
highly  assessed. 

Recent  assessment  is  too  high 
and  presses  on  the  people, 
but  the  village  is  above  the 
average. 

A  very  good  village,  fully 


0  10    0    Inferior  and  no  abadi.  No 
change  here  advisable. 

1  0    2|  An  inferior  village,  not  able 
to  bear  a  larger  increase. 

1  14  10  No  need  here  to  approxi- 
mate to  the  circle  rates,  the 
Bs.  50  reduction  is  si^cicAt. 

1  10    3i  Circle  rates. 

1    0    3^  A  good  village,  but  somewhat 
highly  I 


A  good  village,  but  three  of 
the  wells  are  salt, 

A  very  large  increase  in  cul- 
tivation, but  the  jama 
now  is  high  enough. 
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1  6    0 

1  7  Hi 
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KKHABira, 


Water  near  and  sweet,  chahi 
landgood,  bhilirbad. 

The  village  is  a  good  one  bat 
the  owners  are  not  good 
agriculturists. 

Cultivation  has  nearly  dou- 
bled, bat  the  jama  cannot 
safelj  go  higher  than  600 
yet. 

Some  abatement  necessary 
on  account  of  the  great 
increase  in  jama.  Of  thia 
jama  Be.  461  for  jdgir. 

Owners  not  good  onltiv»* 
tors,  and  poor. 

No  material  change  from  the 
former,  full  jama  Bs.  1,855 

No  material  increase  can  be 
taken,  as  the  village  does 
not  seem  well  off. 


2    1    2i|S5   maafi,    eome  deposit  of 
sand,  but  lately  taken  place* 


1  2  0 

2  9  8i 
1    8  5 
1    6  61 
1  10  8 


This  village  has  been  almost 
ruined  by  the  Sahibf. 

Reduction  already  made ,  no 
material  alteration  wanted* 

A  very  good  village,  bat  over* 
assessed* 

A  little  easing  off  lequiied 
and  given. 

Owner  non-resident,  no  change 
advisable. 

Probably  the  best  or  nearly 
the  best  village  in  the 
tabsfl,  an  increase  of  1,928 
acres  in  cultivation,  bii8 
present  ^ama  was  high. 
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1,323    1,441 0  12    8i 


524 


E@B1     1     94 
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0  15  Ik 
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Present  jama  rather  heavy. 

Village  poor,  requires  relief, 
but  the  chahi  is  good,  mag- 
da  alpo,  bhtir  bad. 

Wells  here  are  salt^  and 
present  jama  a  little  hard« 

Present  assessment  rather 
high,  village  still  doing 
fa&Ij,  but  well  water  said 
to  be  inferior. 

Rednction  required,  the 
village  is  not  much  above 
average. 

No  great  change  desirable, 
here,  the  present  jama 
must  originally  have  oeen 
hard. 

A  ^ood  village,  but  the  in- 
crease in  jama  is  very  con- 
siderable. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

An  inferior  village,  no  ^• 
vance  possible. 


I    2  10 

I    0    5f 

0  18    8} 

1  2    7| 


The  redaction  given  is  suffi- 
cient, not  much  more  than 
an  average  village. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Soil  unequal,  but  about  aver* 
age  on  the  whole, 

Cirde  rates, 
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Soils  Teij  good  here,  a  redac- 
tion  required  m  gi?eo. 

Soils  good,  water  near  and 
good. 

A  redaction  here  lately  given, 
no  change  now  adrisable, 
the  Nala  Kasauti  rtinf 
throngh  this  village. 

Some  sand  deposits  br  the 
Kasaati,  but  we  need  not 
go  lower. 

Sand  deposits  going  on  here, 
a  considerable  reductioa 
has  been  necessary. 

A  large  increase  of  cnltiva- 
tion,  bat  no  advance  can  be 
made  ;  the  jama  originally 
most  have  hem  hard. 

No  need  for  redaction,  and 
the  village  is  already  fally 
assessed. 

Depth  to  water  oonaiderablei 
and  owners  Raj  pilots. 

A  part  of  this  village  in  verj 
good,  bat  most  of  its  land 
is  below  average.  The 
initial  jama  of  the  last 
settlement  mast  have  been 
hard. 

Above  the  average  as  to  soil 
and  water. 

No  material  alteration  ad- 
visable here. 

A  good  average  village  in 
quality. 

Circle  rates. 
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Circle  rates  nearly. 

Only  slightly  above  averagei 

No  change  reqoired. 

Circle-rates. 

Wells  some  of  them  kaoha^ 

Village  poor,  and   reqaires 
relief,,  soils  fair. 


1  12    74  Soils  almost  all  good,  owners 
fairly  ofL 


14    9| 


I  10   9 

1  3-  2  !>  a  4  Soils  inferior,  and  owner»^ 
not  well  ofC 

1  10  6^  1  11  0^  At  present  over-assessed,  bat 
soil,  cnltivatioa  and  water- 
are  good, 

1  1  6|jl  2  9  I  Well  water  bad,  and  well 
area  show^  somewhat  in. 
excess. 

1  9>  Ifl  10  0 J  Village  requires  relief  aa 
given. 

2  0    142    0    4|  J^tgir  village  and  a  good  one. 

1  6  11  1  7  8  An  istamrar  village  above^ 
tlie  average. 

1  1  lU  1  4  9i  Water  generally  salt,  the 
circle  rates  cannot  be  ap^ 
preached. 

0  15  0)1  1  2|  No  material  change  advisable), 
soil  here  generally  inferior. 

1  2  6{l  4  6  Water  here  too  bad ;  a  slight 
leduction  is  soitable. 

10  7  12  8^1  Wells  saltanddeep^  and  the 
Narmot  Kallar. 

0  15  2  11  11  Village  generally  poor,  soil 
poor,  water  bad. 
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Circle  rates  are  suitable. 

Soil  not  good,  and  wells  salt, 
^TescD" "  -  "•   - 

igh. 


present  assessment  rather 
hifi' 


A  yery  good  village,  soil  and 
water  good. 

Above  the  ayerage,  bat  wants 
relief. 

Village  poor  and  needs  reliefi 
wells  yerj  ^alt. 

Over-assessed  and  poor,  wellf 
deep  and  brackish. 


Soil  good,  but    water  salt, 

g reseat  assessment  is  too 
igh.   • 

I    8  lOj  Circle  rates  nearly, 

1    3    141  Over-assessed     and     poor, 
I   wells  salt. 

1    B    8  I  Soils    good,    and   no    salt 
wells.   Ahirs  are  fairly  off. 


1  2  5|  Wells  badly  salt,  owners 
Saiyids,  and  wail  more 
than  work  ;  irrigable  area 
rather  largely  stated. 

1  3  11  Water  deep  and  bad,  no 
abadi,  no  advance  advis* 
able. 

I  10  1  Soils  gobd,  wells  brackidi 
only,  the  owners  are  Ahirs, 
well  off. 

15    1    Not  a  good  village,    wella 

kacha  and  generally  salt, 

I    o'wners  non-resident. 

1    8    Od  At  present  highly  assessed, 

^    bat  the  village  is  ratber 

above  the  average. 
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No  change  advisable. 
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Above  the  average,  but  pte- 
sent  aaaesament  rather 
heavy. 
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82 
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336 

389 

1    6    71 
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1  10    4 

Village  above  the  averaice, 
but  at  present  rather  heavi- 
ly assessed. 
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411 

671 
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1    7    5i 

Close  to  Rew&rl,  otherwise 
average. 
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1    9    6 

1  10 

7 
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An  istamrar  village,  soils 
good,  water  not  very  good, 
but  neap,  and  estate  is  close 
toBewAri 
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497 

1    1    3fl    2 
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1    2    5i 

Circle  rates  nearly. 
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407 
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Owners  are  not  good  agricol-* 
tnrists. 
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A  first-rate  village,  but  even 
at  high  rates  there  is  a  re- 
duction, as  given. 
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Circle  rates  nearly. 
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Well  cultivated,  this  is  low 
enough  jama. 
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Circle  rates  jiearly. 
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Circle  rates. 

... 

84 

... 

195 

279 

282 

1    6    Oi 

1    6 

8i 

1    6  11 

Most  wells  here  salt,  circle 
rates  too  high. 
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Soil  very  fair  here,  a  Jigir 
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An  inferior  villago. 
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0ver-a8scs*ted  at  present,  the 
wells  are  roc«tly  Belt,  and 
crops  not  good. 
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GURGAON  DISTRICT— continued. 
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UlClfABTO, 


Circle  rates  nearly,  Tillage 
wants  relief. 

A  good  Tillage. 

A  good  Tillage,  at   present 
OTcr-r ' 


Village  rather  poor,  some- 
thing  less  than  its  present 
jama  wanted. 

A  Tery  good  village,  and  fnlljr 
assessed,  no  material  al* 
teration. 

Fair  soil,  bnt  wells  kntduL 
and  no  abidi. 

Circle  rates. 

A  good  village,  bntratbcf 
highly  assessed.  Soil, 
water,  caltivation  good. 

A  large  village,  and  close  to 
Bewiri. 

A  good  bar£ni  sofl,  bnt  the 
wells  are  salt.  Villagen 
doing  fairly.   J4gir. 

A  good  village,  bat  over- 
assessed,  retrogression  sinoe 
last  settlement 

Cixolerates,aj4gir. 

Soils  good.W  water  bad, 
the  present  assessment  al« 

mosi  right. 

Average,  but  wells  saJt,  the 
en]  tumble  waste  too  ii 
inferior. 

Soil  fair  but  wells  mostly  lall^ 
and  14o  area  large. 
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BSMABKS, 


I    2    0| 

1    0    3| 
1  10    2f 


0  14 
0  14 


Circle  rates  nearly. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Chahi  average,  bariiii  rather 
inferior,  the  increase  is  sof- 
fieient. 

Wells  salt,  the  Tillage  poor 
and  requires  relief. 

No  change  can  be  w.j11  made 
here. 

A  good  Tillage,  not  salt  wells, 
and  good  manored  area. 

An  inferior  Tillage  with  Tery 
bad  water,  at  present  con- 
siderably ovetH 


I    7    4 

1    1    8} 
1  10    '^1 


5f0 
6il 


15    6f 
1  11 


Rather  oTer-assesced,  redact 
tion  given  as  required. 

Soils   good,  and   manored* 
area  large. 

Circle  rate^  an  istamrar. 


A    lar^    waste   area,   the. 
redaction  given  is  snffioient^ 

Circle  rates  nearly. 

Good  soil,  and  benefits  iy 
rain.  Iiarge  increaa^  in- 
chahi  area. 

Cirele  rates. 

Wells  deep  and  soils  lights 
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Increase  of  884  acres  in  cul- 
tivation, but  as  a  whole  the 
village  is  rather  below  the 
average. 

Follj  assessed  and  paying 
the  assessment.  No  change 
is  desirable. 

An  inferior  Bangar  village-. 
A  large,  increase  woald  not 
be  safe. 

A  Rangar  village  with  salt 

wells.   The  increase  is  saffi- 

cient. 
A      substantial     reduction 

given,   we   need   not    go 

lower. 

This  increase  is  enough  for 
the  village  to  pay  weil« 

OirdeiateB. 


1    8    6| 


1    5    6i 


Not  fully  average,  though 
water  is  near. 

A  full  average  village. 

An  istamrar  village  with 
water  nearer  than  the 
average,  bhiir  good,  but. 
some  wells  salt. 

Soils  not  good,  and  ownera 
Rangar.  No  advance  is 
advisable. 

Soils  fair  and^large  mannred^ 
area ;  the  reduction  now.- 
given  is  sufficient. 

Circle  rates  nearly. 
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Fair  soils,  bnt  owners  Rajpn  U, 
and  most  of  the  wells  katcht. 

On  the  whole  a  good  village, 
with  a  sabstantial  increase 
in  cultivation  and  iriiga- 
tion. 

A  fally  average  village,  with 
soils  good  of  their  kind. 

Undoubtedly  over-assessed, 
bat  with  this  reduction 
will  do. 


Circle  rates  nearly. 

Formerly  highly  assessed, 
but  now  low  owing  to 
damage  done  by  the  Sahibi. 
There  have  been  several 
new  wells. 

Well  irrigation  extensive, 
and  water  near  and  sweet ; 
landmagda  fair,  butbhtir 
inferior. 

Centre  of  the  village  good 
chahi,  round  it  inferior 
bhdr. 

Soils  and  chahi  above 
average,  benefit  in  heavy 
rains  from  the  Sahibi. 
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Fully  assessed  already. 

Jama  announced  Rs.  768, 
reduced  on  appeal.  A  great 
increase  in  resources. 


Circle  rates  nearly. 
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The  amoTint  entered  as  initial  demand  in  the  Jamabandi  is  Bs.  2,64,902,  To  reconcile  the  amounts 
Ua  B&  2(H*totAl  deductions  Bs.  11,19^  This  willgife  B6.2,64^97^  which  will  reaUj  be  thekhalsa 
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A  low-lying  village  flooded 
from  the  Indri  and  fiahibi. 

Abore  the  average.  Water 
near,  and  village  beneflta  by 
floods. 

Jama  annonnoed  Ra.  1,185 
redaoed  on  appeaL  Very 
larg  increase  m  resouroes 
and  caltivation« 

Jama  annomiced  Bs.  934,  ne- 
duced  on  appeal.  A  good 
low-lying  Sahibi  village. 

Jama  announced  Bs.  748,  re- 
duced on  appeal.  A  Jat 
village ;  light  soils. 

Jama  announced  Bs.  1,403,  i«« 
daced  on  appeal.  An  enor- 
moas  increase  of  caltivationi 
formerly  partly  in  j4gir. 


deduct  from  the  Statement  here  J4girBs.  8,698,  Leases  on  wells  Bs.  2,297,  Gardens  not  here  allowed 
demand  for  this  year,  Be.  6  haTing  been  alter  the  submission  of  the  Jamabandi  deducted  for  gardens. 
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PREFACE. 


THE  General  Code  of  Tribal  Custom  for  the  Gurgaon  Dis- 
trict has  been  prepared  in  the  following  manner.  The 
viDage  headmen  of  each  of  the  principal  land-owning  tribes 
in  the  district  were  called  together  by  tribes ;  and  a  series  of 
questions  drawn  up  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Tupper,  O.S.,  and  approved  by 
the  Punjab  Government,  were  put  to  them  as  plainly  as  possi- 
ble, and  their  answers  carefully  recorded,  with  instances  and 
exceptions  attested  by  them.  1  myself  superintended  the 
attestation  of  the  customs  of  all  but  a  few  of  the  less  im- 
portant tribes ;  and  afterwards,  from  the  record  made  by  the 
Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  and  myself,  drew  up  a 
Code  for  each  tribe  separately  (except  that  the  Codes  for 
some  of  the  less  important  tribes  were  combined  from  the 
first).  These  separate  Codes  with  some  hundreds  of  instan- 
ces will  be  found  in  another  Volume.*  I  have  now  in  this 
General  Code  combined  all  these  Tribal  Codes  into  one, 
noting,  under  the  answer  to  each  question^  in  what  respects 
the  customs  of  the  different  tribes  are  the  same  and  in  what 
they  differ,  and  adding  remarks,  suggested  during  the  course 
of  attestation,  explanatory  of  the  custom  ref  «red  to. 

As  the  village  headmen,  who  represented  their  respective 
tribes,  are  the  men  who  represent  their  villages  in  all  impor- 
tant transactions,  and  are,  as  members  of  the  most  influential 
families  in  their  respective  villages,  likely  to  be  the  most 
intelligent  men  of  their  tribe;  as,  of  the  3,568  headmen 
of  the  21  tribes  in  the  district  which  own  more  than  one  or 
two  villages,  2,754  were  present  at  the  attestation  of  their 
Tribal  Code;  as  a  European  officer,  assisted  by  an  experienced 

♦  Not  printed. 
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Native,  superintended  the  attestation  of  the  mbxe  important 
Codes,  and  afterwards  drew  them  up  carefully,  with  his  own 
hand  after  much  deliberation ;  and  as  the  following  General 
Code  of  Tribal  Custom  has  been  drawn  up  by  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  different  Tribal  Codes,  it  may  be  accepted  ^ 
of  some  authority  on  the  customs  of  the  district. 

The  extraordinary  similarity  of  the  custonis  of  the  differ- 
ent tribes  is  worthy  of  note,  extending,  as  it  does,  not  only  to 
all  Hindti  tribes,  from  the  Brdhman  and  B^jptit  to  the  Gujar 
and  MaMh,  and  not  only  to  tribes  formerly  Hindd  and  now 
Musalmdn,  such  as  the  Meo  and  the  Khdnzdda,  but  to  the 
tribes  which  claim  a  foreign  Musalmdn  origin,  as  the  Sayad 
and  the  Mughal.  Indeed,  there  are  hardly  any  traces  of  the 
Muhammadan  law  in  any  tribe,  except  in  the  customs 
regarding  marriage  among  Musalmans,  with  whom  the  only 
valid  form  of  marriage  is  the  Muhammadan  nikdh^  nor,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  the  nice  distinctions  of  the  so-called 
Hindd  law  to  be  found  in  the  customs  of  the  Hindd  tribes : 
for  instance,  there  is  little  trace  of  the  importance  attached 
by  Hindd  law,  in  questions  of  inheritance  and  adoption,  to 
the  duty  of  presenting  oblations  to  deceased  ancestors,  and 
the  degrees  of  relationship  thereby  defined. 

The  Hindd  tribes  are,  in  order  of  importance  as  regards 
numbers,  the  Jdt,  Ahlr,  Rdjpdt,  Brdhman,  Gdjar,  Gaurwa, 
Banya,  Taga,  Dhdssw,  Malldh,  Agri,  and  Kayath.  The  tribes 
formerly  Hindd,  but  converted  to  Isldm,  are  the  Meo,  Khdn- 
zdda,  some  B&jputs,  some  Gaurwas,  and  some  Jdts.  The 
tribes  which  claim  a  purely  Musalmdn  origin  are  the  Shekh, 
Beloch,  Sayad,  Pathdn,  Fakir,  and  Mughal. 

The  prevalent  customs  are  very  simple.  The  usual  sub- 
division of  the  tribe  is  into  gSts^  the  got  being  founded  on  the 
tradition  of  common  descent,  and  embracing  all  descendants 
through  males  of  the  common  male  ancestor — ^in  a  word,  all 
agnates.  According  to  strict  old  custom,  no  one  save  an 
agnate  could  be  adopted,  so  that  no  stranger  could  be  admit- 
ted into  the  g6t ;  but  now,  with  the  consent  of  the  agnates,  a 
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person  related  through  a  f emale,  and  therefore  belonging 
naturally  to  another  gdt^  may  be  adopted  into  the  family  and 
gdt  of  his  adoptive,  father.  Betrothal  is  a  contraet  generally 
entered  into  between  the  parents  of  the  boy  and  girl  to  trans- 
fer the  ownership  of  the  girl  to  the  boy's  family  on  her 
reaehing  puberty ;  and  even  the  death  of  the  boy  does  not 
make  the  contract  void.  By  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in 
which  among  Hindiis  an  old  form  of  sale  is  gone  through, 
the  ownership  of  the  girl  is  actually  transferred  to  the  boy's 
family,  who  have  thereafter  full  power  over  the  girl,  while 
her  rights  and  duties  towards  her  own  family  are  thereby 
cancelled.  On  the  death  of  the  husband,  the  widow  must 
either  remain  a  widow  or  marry  her  husband's  brother,  unless 
the  agnates  sell  her  to  a  stranger  of  the  same  tribe.  A  wo- 
man is  always,  to  some  extent,  under  the  control  of  her  own 
agnates  until  marriage,  and  then  of  her  husband's  agnates. 
A  boy  is,  until  puberty,  under  the  guardianship  of  his 
father,  or,  failing  him,  of  the  near  male  agnates.  Accord- 
ing to  strict  old  custom,  none  but  the  male  agnates  can 
inherit — the  property  cannot  leave  the  gdt ;  but  most  note- 
worthy is  the  universal  custom  that,  in  default  of  male 
agnatic  descendants,  the  widow,  in  all  cases,  takes  a  life- 
interest  in  her  husband's  share,  and  can,  even  if  the  family- 
be  living  jointly,  claim  partition ;  but  she  cannot  alienate  the 
property,  which  on  her  death  reverts  to  the  husband's  agnates. 
The  right  of  representation  is  of  universal  application. 
Where  an  agnate  would  have  taken  a  share  if  alive,  his  male 
agnatic  descendants,  or,  failing  them,  his  widow,  invariably 
take  his  share  if  he  is  dead.  Brothers  take  equal  shares, 
except  in  the  few  cases  in  which  the  peculiar  custom  of 
taking  the  inheritance  by  mothers  prevails.  The  order  of 
inheritance  is  simple  and  consistent.  Pirst,  all  the  male 
agnatic  descendants  of  the  deceased  inherit,  ^Failing  them, 
his  •widow  takes  a  life-interest  in  the  whole  property  of  the 
deceased.  Then  his  father,  then  the  male  agnatic  descend- 
ants of  the  father,  then  the  mother,  then  the  paternal  grand- 
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father,  then  the  male  agnatic  descendants  of  the  paternal 
grandfather,  and  so  on  in  the  same  way,  never  going  through 
a  female— that  is,  never  leaving  the  gdt  A  man  having  no 
male  agnatic  descendant  may  adopt  a  son  from  among  his 
male  agnates  of  a  lower  generation.  The  adopted  loses  all 
claim  to  his  natural  father's  property,  and  inherits  aa  a  son 
of  the  person  adopting  him.  The  form  of  adoption  consists 
merely  in  handing  the  son  over ;  and  there  is  no  restriction 
as  to  age.  Women  liave  no  property  at  their  own  disposal. 
Ille^timate  children  are  not  recognized.  Wills  are  un- 
known. 

Gifts  of  immoveable  property  cannot  be  made  without 
consent  of  the  male  agnates.  The  father  has  full  power  over 
the  moveable  property,  and  can  do  with  it  as  he  likes.  He 
may  also,  during  his  lifetime,  do  as  he  likes  with  the  im-  ' 
moveable  property,  provided  he  does  not  alienate  it,  except 
in  case  of  absolute  necessity;  but  on  his  death  the  male 
agnates  are  entitled  to  their  shares  by  inheritance,  and  he 
cannot  defeat  their  rights.  With  the  consent  of  the  male 
agnates,  however,  he  can  give  immoveable  property  to  a 
relation  through  a  female,  such  as  a  daughter's  son  or  hus- 
band ;  or  can  adopt  a  daughter's  son.  Without  the  consent 
of  the  male  agnates  the  immoveable  property  cannot  leave 
the  gdt^  i.e.,  the  agnates.  The  widow  of  a  man  who  has  died 
without  male  agnatic  descendants  can  adopt  for  him  one  of 
his  male  agnates,  who  succeeds  as  his  son :  she  cannot  without 
the  consent  of  the  male  agnates  alienate*  the  property  from 
them. 

It  is  remarkable  how  few  modifications  of  these  simple 
and  consistent  old  customs  are  found.  The  refinements  and 
subtleties  of  the  Muhammadan  and  so-called  Tfindd  law 
should  be  introduced  as  little  as  possible. 

J.  WILSON, 

AiMiant  Settlemeni  Officer. 

lie  17 fi  July  1879. 
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THE  CODE  OF  TRIBAL  CUSTOM, 

GUKGAON  DISTMCT. 


BT 


J.  WILSON, 

Assistant  Seiilement  Officer, 


PART  I.— SECTION  I. 
Family  Relations. 

Question  i.— Are  any  persons  considered  to  be  relations  besides  those 

XT  X       J    1  x-     V  who  are  descended  from  a  common  ancestor  ? 

Nature  ox  relatiODBhip, 

Are  all  or  any  of  the  kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  .be  the 
relations  of-—  ' 

(1)  the  husband ; 

(2)  the  hosband's  relatives  or  children  ? 

If  so,  state  the  persons  who  ar6  relatives,  with  the  names  of  the 
relationships. 

Answer  1. — Besides  persons  descended  from  a  common 
ancestor,  the  following  persons  are  considered  to  be  relations 
(rishtaddr);  but,  except  those  descended  from  a  common 
ancestor,  none  of  them  can  be  called  heirs  (wdris)  : — 

(a)  Kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  relations  of  the 
husband  are  wife's  father s^t^z-i,  wife's  mother=«ef^  or  sdau, 
wife's  brother  =sdld  or  sdrOy  wife's  brother's  wife  =  aalaij  or 
salahj  or  adriyd  or  sdlhd  or  adliyd  or  sdlhSi  wife's  sister  = 
sdli  or  sdrij  wife's  sister's  husband  =^8ddhu  or  sddd. 

All  these  relations  taken  together,  that  is,  the  wife's 
father's  family,  are  called  atisrdl  or  msrdr  or  sdsrd — a  word 
which  denot^  rather  the  house  or  village  where  they  live 
than  the  persons  themselves. 
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(ft)  Kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  the  relations 
of  the  husband's  relatives  are  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
wife  called  samdhi  and  aamdhcm  respectively  of  the  father 
and  mother  of  the  husband,  and  vice  versd.  The  collective 
relationship,  or  rather  the  house  or  village,  is  called  aamdhU 
ydnd  or  samdhdnd. 

(c)  Kindred  of  the  wife  considered  to  be  relations  of  the 
husband's  children,  that  is,  relations  through  the  mother,  are 
mother's  father  =  ndnd,  mother's  mother  =  ndni^  mother's 
brother  =  mdmun  or  mdmd,  mother's  brother's  wife  =  mdmi 
or  mdin,  mother's  brother's  son  =  mdmun  kd  bitd  bhdi^ 
mother's  sister  =  maud  or  mMM^  mother's  sister's  husband 
=  mcmsd.  All  these  relations  taken  together  (or  rather 
their  house  or  village)  are  called  nomsdl  or  nanihdl  or  nansdr 
=  wife's  father's  family. 

(AU  tribes  without  exception.) 

Notes. — ^The  word  rishtaddr  is  used  in  this  district  for 
"  relation  '*  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  would  include  any  re- 
lation by  blood  or  marriage,  however  remote.  When  the  word 
todris  is  used  for  "  relation,"  the  people  think  of  the  rules 
of  inheritance ;  but  sometimes  wdris  =  owner  {m4lik)  or 
master  or  guardian.  The  word  ehjaddi  =  person  descended 
from  a  common  ancestor,  rarely  includes  any  but  males 
descended'  through  males,  who  alone  are  in  most  tribes  enti- 
tled to  inherit.  Thus  ehjaddi  is  equivalent  to  "agnate," 
except  that  it  does  not  include  females.  Sometimes  aando  is 
used  as  equivalent  to  rishtaddr^  "  relation,"  and  sometimea 
dahndo  is  appUed  particularly  to  a  son-in-law  (Jantodi).  It 
is  evidently  a  corruption  of  dahnd.       '  ' 

Dadsdl  =  the  house  or  family  or  village  into  which  one's 
grandfather  {dddd)  married ;  nansdl  =  the  house  or  family 
or  village  into  which  one's  father  married;  ausrdl  =  the 
house  or  family  or  village  into  which  oneself  married ;  aam^ 
dhydnd  =  the  house  or  family  or  village  into  which  one's  son 
married. 

A  woman  calls  her  own  father's  house  pihar. 

Other  relationships  are — Father's  father  =  dddd  or  bdbd; 
father's  elder  brother  =  tdyd  or  tdo^  and  his  wife  td/i ; 
father's  younger  brother  =  chachd  or  chdchd  or  kdkd,  and  his 
wife  chdchi  or  chachi  or  kdki  ;  father's  sister  =  bud  or  phu* 
pM,  and  her  husband  phuphd;  step-mother  =  dusri  md  or 
maiisi  or  maindar  md  :  this  word  mat^  is  used  for  (1)  mo- 
ther's sister,  (2)  stepmother,  and  (3)  brother's  or  sister's  mo- 
ther-in-law ;  brother  =  bhdi  or  bhaiyd^  sister  =  bahin  or  64- 
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kin  ;  elder  brother's  wife  =  bhdbhi  or  bhdtoij,  younger  bro- 
ther's wife  =  bahoriyd  :  this  word  bahoriyd  \h  also  used  for 
a  son's  wife,  who  is  generally  called  bahu^  a  word  also  applied 
to  one's  wife. 

The  word  bahu  is  used  generally  for  the  wife  of  a  relation 
younger  than  oneself  or  of  a  younger  generation. 

-aTo/^*.— Wife's  brother's  son  =  9drAt  (son  of  adrd)^  but 
generally  called  simply  bhaUiJd  =  brothw's  son ;  husband's 
other  w^e  =  sauk  or  aaut ;  husband's  sister  =  ncmd  or  ncmad^ 
and  her  husband  nandoi  or  nandeu^  and  her  son  nanddt ; 
daughter  =  dM  or  bSii^  and  her  son  dheotd  or  dohtd  or  nau^ 
dsd,  and  her  husband  Jantodi  or  Jcimmdi  or  ddmdd  or 
khwesh.  « 

The  Musalm&ns,  of  course,  know  the  Persian  terms  of 
relationship,  but  they  are  seldom  used,  the  Hindti  terms  being 
more  common  even  among  the  Sayads. 

In  the  course  of  attestation  the  comparative  diflBiculty 
which  the  people  evidently  had  in  following  out  relationships 
through  the  mother,  wife,  and  daughter  showed  how  much 
more  importance  is  attached  to  relationship  through  males 
than  to  that  through  females. 

In  describing  a  relationship  beyond  those  for  which  there 
are  special  names,  the  special  name  of  a  similar  nearer  rela- 
tionship is  used,  but  always  a  name  which  shows  that  neither 
the  generation,  nor  the  fact  that  the  relationship  is  through 
a  female  (if  it  be  through  any  female  except  the  wife),  is  lost 
sight  of.  Thus  a  grandfather's  brother  is  dddd  or  ndnd  as 
the  case  may  be ;  a  father's  cousia  chdchd  or  mdmdn. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  is  no  word  meaning 
"  cousin."  It  has  to  be  expressed  by  a  periphrasis,  such  as 
ehdchd  kd  bdtd  bhdi. 

A  father  is  adressed  as  ldldf4.  A  man  addresses  all  wo- 
men, except  his  wife,  with  ar/,  the  feminine  form  of  the 
interjection;  his  wife  he  addresses  with  ar^,  the  masculine 
form.  It  is  very  improper  for  a  man  to  address  any  other 
woman  with  are,  as  signifying  improper  relations. 

A  woman  addresses  her  husband  and  all  male  relatives 
equal  to,  or  older  than  he,  withjV  or  a;V ;  she  need  not  be  so 
polite  to  hOT  husband's  yoimger  brother  or  nephew.  A  man 
must  never  mention  his  wife's  name,  nor  she  his.  This  is 
strictly  adhered  to  even  by  the  Musdlman  Sayads.  No 
reason  can  be  given  for  this  superstition,  save  immemorial 
custom.  A  man  speaks  of  his  wife  as  the  dame  (birbdni),  the 
housewife  {gharwdli)^  the  lass  {kigdi),  the  wife  {bahu,  often 
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pronounced  how  =bend),  or  describes  her  as  ^^  rdmddsM'^ 
from  iher  father,  or  "  dhansmgh  hi  w£^  from  her  son,  or 
"  bddahdpur  wdli "  from  the  place  of  her  birth.  The  word 
Mhi  is  used  rather  in  speaking  of  a  sister  than  of  a  wife. 
Aurat  hd/ni  is  applied  to  women  in  general.  A  man  speak- 
ing of  another  man's  wife  talks  of  her  as  so-and-so's  Mr  hd/ni. 
A  wife  talks  of  her  husband  as  gharwdld  or  khdwind,  or  so- 
and-so's  father  or  so-and-so's  uncle.  An  elder  brother  looks 
on  his  younger  brother's  wife  as  something  like  a  son's  wife : 
thus  the  word  hahoriyd  is  applied  to  both,  and  in  some  tribes 
which  allow  the  younger  brother  to  marry  his  elder  brother's 
widow,  an  elder  brother  pannot  marry  his  younger  brother's 
widow. 


A.-^Belations  through  the  Father,  whether  of  man  or  woman. 


Sardddd 
GreAt-great-e^nuidfather. 


Pardddd- 


Oreat-grandfather. 


ParMdi 


OreaUgrandmother. 


Grandfather's  brotbor 
Dddd, 


Dddd- 


tirandlather'8  brother's  son 
Td^  or  ck(Mtd, 


Tdi Tdvd 

Tiy&'B     Fathers  elder 


wife. 


brother. 


Grandfather. 


Father's 
Toanger 
brother. 


-j.Dddi 


Grandmother. 


^CkdtM  PMpJd-^ 

ChAchi's        Father's 

wife.  sister. 


--Phdpkd       Bdp Vdtri 

Ph6plif's    Father.       md 


husbiind. 


Male  coosin 

Chddkdldbitd 

bkdU 


Msie  cousin's  son 
Bkaiijd, 


Female  ooosln 
Okdekikildtibakm, 


Female  ooosin's  son 
Bkdnid, 


Self. 


8tep> 
mother. 


Step- 
brother 
ddsri 
mdkd 
bdUMidi, 


A  woman  calls  this  hei  piAar. 
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B.-^Belaiiona  through  the  Mother,  whether  of  man  or  woman. 


Pamdiuk-. 


Qnai-^nxdtMihm. 


-Pamdiii 


Grwt-gnDdmoth«r. 


Ndnd- 


OrandAitbar. 


Mdmi- 


Mother'a  brother's  wife. 


-MdmAn 


Hother's  brother. 


Coneln 
MdmAnkdUUbkdi 

Mdmdn  UbHi  hdMn, 


-Ifdmi 


Grandmother. 


i 


Mother*!  atoter.       Mother's  sister's       Mother, 
husbsnd. 


Self. 


These  relations  form  the  ndmdl  =  mother's  father's  house. 


C'^Belatione  through  the  Brother  and  Sister,  whether  of  man  or  woman. 

Father. 


Bhdbki 

Elder  brother's 
wife. 


— Bkdi 
Brother. 


slu.- 


ther's  ds 


Brother's  dsaghter. 


-SaJU>ritfd 

TooDger  brother's 

wife. 


Self. 


Baiin. 


Bham 
Brother'*  son. 


Brother's  (rrandson 
Poid. 


Bkdnjd 
Sister's  son. 


^Baknoi 
Sister's 
husband. 


Bkd^ji 
Sister's  daairhter. 


H. — (i)  Belations  through  the  Wifts,  of  a  man. 


autrd- 


Wife's  father. 


—8dt 
Wife's  mother. 


Self. 


~^ife 
Aurat. 


8did. 


Wife's 
brother. 


-Salw 


Wife's  brother's 
wife. 


Wife's  nephew 
BkttHjl 


Sdli — 
Wife's  sister. 


—  Sddhd 
Wife's  sister's 
hosbaod. 


Wife's  nephew 
Bhdn^d, 


This  is  a  mau's  su^dl  ==  wife's  father's  house. 
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D,— (2) , Relations  through  the  Husband,  of  a  woman. 


Sturd- 

Hosband't 

father. 


Self. 


Tkdmnd- 
HusbftDd. 


Hasband'e 
mother. 


Semt  Jeik Jithdni 

Husband's  Hasband'a    Jeth's  wife.  HuBband'e 

other  wife,     elder  Tounger 

brother.  brother. 


Stepaoo. 


I>ewar's  wife. 


Nand 

Husband's 

sisior. 


Hmband's 
nephew 
Bhaiia'd, 


Nawd9t 
Nand's 
husband. 


NandM 

Husband's 

nephew. 


This  is  a  woman's  susrdl  =  hasband's  hoase  or  family. 


JT.^i)  Belations  through  the  Son^  whether  of  man  or  woman. 


PMtoM- 


Qrandson's 
wife. 


Self. 


SamdkU 


Son's  wife's 
father. 


Son- 
Sitd 


^Potd 


Grandion, 

i.0..  son's 

son. 


Parjpotd 
Qieat-^andson. 


Son's  wife's 
mother. 


Son's  wife. 


PcH 

Grand- 

daughter» 

».«.,  son's 

daughter. 


A  man  calls  his  child's  father-in-law's  house  his  BarndkiyaKd^ 

/Google 
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£.^S)  Seluii<ms  ikrough  the  Daughter,  whether  cfman  or  woman. 


Self. 


SamdhU 


Daughter's 
fltther-in-law. 


SvH— 


Daughter. 


-Janwdt 


Danghtor'f 
hosbaud. 


^SamdJtmn 


Daaghter'a 
mother-iii'lair. 


Danghter's 

daughter^ 

in-law. 


^DJktotd 


Daiighter'B 
eon. 


Danghtei'f 
daughter. 


Mode     of 
generation. 


Question  2.— Explain   your  system  of  reckoning  g^erations ;  and 
give  a  table  of  kindred  with  the  local  names  of 
rec  omng    ^j^^  relations  up  to  the  third  degree  in  both  the 
ascending  and  descending  line. 
By  how  many  generations  are  the  following  persons  said  to  be  related 
to  the  person  whose  relatives  are  to  be  reckoned?— 

(1)  Brother; 

(2)  Father; 
(8)  Uncle; 

(4)  Cousin-german^  i,e.,  uncle^s  son ; 

(5)  Brother's  grandson ; 

(6)  Great-grandson; 

(7)  Great-grandfather. 

Anstoer  5.— All  |)ersons  of  the  same  generation  are 
reckoned  as  equally  distant  with  regard  to  generation.  There 
is  no  custom  of  reckoning  by  degrees. 

(a    Brother  and  uncle's  son  are  in  one's  own  generation. 

{h\  Father  and  uncle  in  the  second  generation  upwards. 

{c)  Brother's  grandson  in  the  third  generation  downwards. 

\d)  Great-grandson  in  the  fourth  generation  downwards. 

{e)  Great-grandfather  in  the  fourth  generation  upwards. 

(AU  tribes.) 

Notes. — The  only  trace  of  a  system  of  reckoning  by  de- 
grees was,  that  some  of  the  Dhtisars  knew  that  there  is  such 
a  system  of  reckoning  as  that  of  Act  X  of  1865,  as  illustrated 
in  section  24.  Thus,  they  say  a  brother  is  in  the  second 
degree  (darja),  his  grandson  in  the  fourth,  &c. ;  but  they 
make  no  practical  use  of  this  system.  The  other  tribes  do 
not  even  know  of  it,  nor  can  they  be  said  to  think  of  one 
man  as  "  related  by  generations "  to  another.  They  never 
lose  sight,  however,  of  the  generation  in  which  one  person 
stands  with  regard  to  another. 

In  calculating  generations  (p{ri=pu8ht)yBS  in  calculating 
days,  they  include  the  man's  own  generation:  thus,  the 
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father  and  son  are  in  the  second  generation;   the  great- 
grandson  in  the  fourth. 

The    following    tahle    shows  how  the  generations  are 
reckoned : — 


Fourth  goneration        .       .    Greftt-gnmdfiitlior.  Great-grandfather'^  brother. 


Third  generation 


I  I  Great-grandfaiher'a 

Grandfather.     Grandfathers  brother.  brother's 

■on. 

I 


Second  generation         .       ,    Father.    Uncle.       Grandfather's 
I  I  brother's  ton. 


Own  generation  .       .    Sell.  Brother.  Cousin.       Ac. 

'Ill 

Second  generation         r      .    Sen.   Nephew.    Cousin's  son. 
Third  generation    .       ,       .    Grandson.  Grand-nephew,  ko. 


aon»  Qrand-nephi 

I  I 


Fourth  generation         .      .  Great-       Great-grand- 

grandson.    .  nephew. 

And  similarly  with  regard  to  relations  through  the  mother, 
sister,  and  other  female  relations. 

Question  d.-— Into  what  classes  are  relations   distributed  ?   Specify 
«    ,  ,.  each  class,  and  the  relations  included  in  it.     Give 

Cla.8  of  relations.  the  distinctions,  if  any,- 

(i)  between  Bapindas,  Sakulyas,  Saminodakas,  Bandhus,  and  Got- 

rajas; 
(ii)  between  persoiial,  paternal,  and  maternal  kindred ; 
(iii)  between  legal  sharers  and  residuaries,  near  and  distant  kindred 

{iari64a,ui  baidi),  lineal  and  collateral  relations. 

What  relations  are  included  in  the  terms  shurkaidn  jadi  and  huBoda^ 
ran  haribi? 

Answer  3. — There  is  no  custom  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween— 

(1)  Sapindas,   Sakulyas,    Samdnodakas,  Bandhus,  and 

Gotrajas, 

(2)  or  personal,  paternal,  and  maternal  kindred, 

(3)  or  legal  sharers  and  residuaries,  near  and  distant 

kindred,  lineal  and  collateral  relations,  ehurkaidn 
jadi  and  hissaddrdn  kdribi. 

(All  tribes.) 
'  Notes. — The  classes  of  relatives  under  the  Hindd  law  are 
not  known  even  to  the  Brdhmans ;  and  most  of  the  Hindti 
tribes,  although  they  offer  the  pind  to  their  ancestors,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


k 


^ 


OUBGAON   DI8TBICT.  9 

say  there  are  seven  persons  to  whom  it  is  ofifered,  cannot  say 
with  certainty  which  are  the  seven. 

Most  even  of  the  Musabndns  know  nothing  of  the  dis- 
tinctions made  between  classes  of  relatives  by  the  Muham« 
madan  law.  Some  of  the  Shekhs,  Sayads,  and  Fath&ns 
have  a  vague  idea  of  the  meaning  of  these  terms,  but  none 
of  them  are  acted  on  in  practice.  In  tribes  which  are 
divided  into  gdts^  the  limits  of  the  gdta  are  well  known,  and 
always  kept  in  mind ;  but  this  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  a 
classification  of  relatives.  Perhaps  relatives  may  be  said  to 
be  divided  into  the  great  classes — ^first^  males  related  through 
males  only ;  and  second,  females  and  persons  related  through 
a  female.  According  to  the  strict  old  custom,  only  the 
first  class  could  inherit.  They  differ  from  the  agnates  of 
the  Eoman  law  only  in  this,  that  females  related  through 
males  only  were  included  among  the  agnates;  but  here, 
according  to  old  custom,  females  can  never  inherit,  and  should 
be  included  in  the  second  class.  A  man  belongs  to  his 
father's  g6t ;  and  as  a  woman  cannot  marry  in  her  own  gdty 
her  children  must  be  of  a  different  gdt  from  hfer  own — that 
is,  her  father's.  Thus,  all  males  related  through  males  only 
are  of  the  same  gdt ;  and  when  a  female  comes  in  the  chain 
the  gdt  is  changed.  The  strict  old  rule  of  inheritance  is,, 
therefore,  generally  thus  expressed:  The  property  caimot 
leave  the  gdt'^ 

Question  4. — Is  your  tribe  divided  into  sections  ?    If  so,  by  wbat 
f^^^^^  ^*«.«?.««n«         names  are  the  sections  known  ?  Does  each  section 
depute  one  or  more  representatives  to  the  j$rffa  r 
If  so,  what  are  such  representatives  called  ? 

Has  any  particular  person  or  family  the  right  to  be  so  deputed  ? 

Answer  4. — ^There  is  no  regularly-constituted  Jirga^  or 
assembly  to  which  sections  of  tribes  depute  representatives. 
When  any  caste  question  requires  to  be  disposed  of  the 
chief  man  of  the  tribe  in  the  neighbourhood  summons  a 
panchdyat  of  the  tribe,  which  is  attended  by  tribesmen  from 
the  neighbouring  villages,  but  no  particular  person  or  family 
has  a  special  right  to  be  present.  There  are  no  definite 
rules  as  to  the  persons  who  are  to  attend  the  panchdyat^ 
or  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  business  before  it  is  to  be 
discussed  and  disposed  of.  Everything  is  vague  and  inde- 
finite, but  the  panchdyat,  guided  generally  by  the  opinions 
of  the  older  and  more  respectable  tribesmen  present,  usually 
comes  to  a  decision,  which  is  acquiesced  in  by  all.  The  most 
common    questions    which    come  before  a  panchdyat  are 
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those  relating  to  betrothal  or  marriage^  the  most  important^ 
perhaps,  being  the  not  uncommon  case  of  a  man's  marrying 
a  woman  of  another  tribe,  when  a  panchdyat  is  assembled 
to  compel  him  to  part  with  her,  or  to  pronomice  him  out- 
caste.  If  a  man  be  thus  excommunicated,  no  one  of  his 
own  tribe,  except  such  as  have  been  similarly  outcaste,  will 
eat,  drink,  or  smoke  with  him,  or  give  him  his  daughter  in 
marriage;  and  had  the  tribesmen  their  will  they  would 
deprive  him  of  all  his  civil  rights. 

The  most  important  subdivision  of  the  tribe  ijdty  zdt^ 
gaum)  is  the  gSt^  a  distribution  based  upon  the  tradition  of 
common  descent. 

Each  g6t  is  supposed  to  be  descended  from  one  parti- 
cular ancestor,  from  whom,  generally,  it  derives  its  name : 
all  persons  descended  through  males  only  from  that  an- 
cestor are  of  the  same  gdt^  which,  therefore,  consists  of 
agnates  only.  Almost  universally  among  Hindus,  and 
among  Hindtis  who  have  become  Musalmdns,  a  man 
is  prohibited  from  marrying  in  his  own  got ;  so  that  hero 
too,  as  in  the  Bioman  family  system,  a  woman  ends  her 
branch  of  the  family;  for  her  sons  will  be  of  the  gSt 
of  their  father,  and  therefore  of  a  different  g6t  from  hers. 
The  g6t  resembles  in  many  of  its  features  the  Roman 
gens;  and,  although  the  name  of  the  gdt  does  not  form 
part  of  the  ordinary  name  of  the  individual,  they  alwayi^ 
remember  and  note  to  what  g6t  he  belongs.  According  to 
the  strict  old  custom,  a  man  could  not  adopt  as  a  son  any 
one  of  a  g6t  different  from  his  own,  so  that  there  was  no 
way  in  which  an  outsider  could  be  introduced  into  the  gdt ; 
but  now  generally  a  man  is  allowed  to  adopt  a  person  related 
to  him  through  a  female,  such  as  his  daughter  or  sister's 
son.  In  such  a  case  the  gdt  of  the  person  adopted  does 
not  seem  to  be  changed,  but  his  children  are  considered  to 
be  of  the  same  gdt  with  the  adopter  of  their  father — that  is, 
of  the  gdt  of  their  adoptive  grandfather.  This  distinction  into 
gdts  is  very  important  in  matters  of  marriage  and  inheritance. 

"  A  man.  must  not  marry  a  woman  of  his  own  got^*^  and 
"  the  property  must  not  leave  the  got^'^  are  two  maxims  of 
very  general  application. 

All  Hindd  tribes  which  have  become  MusalmAn  keep  up 
the  distinction  into  gdta ;  and  even  those  tribes  which  claim 
a  pure  Musalmdn  descent,  many  of  them,  call  their  sub- 
divisions by  the  name  of  gdt.  Thus,  the  Pathdns,  although 
they  say  that  properly  their  sub-divisions  are  called  zai^  yet 
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generally  know  them  as  gSta;  so,  with  the  Shekhs  and 
Mughals.  The  Beloch  call  their  suh-divisions  tuman.*  There 
are  other  suh-divisions  of  the  trihe.  The  Brdhmans,  while 
they  seem  to  have  no  name  to  emhrace  the  whole  tribe,  call 
their  sub-tribes /ei^  {=^zdt).  These  y^te,  while  they  are 
admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  Brdhmans,  are  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  separate  castes,  and  will  not  intermarry.  They  are 
sub-divided  into  gdts^  and  these  again  into  al, — a  local  distri- 
bution based  on  the  tradition  of  common  local  origin ;  the 
place  from  which  the  al  is  supposed  to  have  sprung  gener- 

'  ally  giving  its  name  to  the  al.    In  some  cases  the  al  has 

usurped  the  importance  of  the  gdt ;  and  the  restrictions  as  to 
marriage,  generally  attaching  to  the  got^  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  al.  The  Kdyath  tribe  is  similarly  sub-divided. 
The  Banya  or  trading  class  consists  of  several  distinct  tribes^ 
one  of  which,  the  Agarw^d,  consists  of  two  sub-tribes — ^the 
Bisas,  orpure  AgarwAld,  and  the  Basds,  or  half-breeds.  These 
form  for  all  practical  purposes  distinct  castes,  as  do  the  Dha- 
rdkras,  an  offshoot  from  the  Brdhmans,  and  the  Dasd  Tagas, 
a  branch  of  tlie  Tagas,  who  have,  like  the  Dhardkras,  adopt- 
ed the  custom  of  remarriage  of  widows.    The  Meos  call  their 

\  twelve  largest  (j'd^^^a/,  and  a  thirteenth  is  QdMiodi  paldkhra. 

The  Bdjputs  have  a  sub-division  resembling  the  al  of  the 
Brdhmans,  intermediate  between  the  po^  and  the  family  {ghar 
or  khdndd/n)  called  the  thdmbd.  This,  too,  is  based  on  com- 
mon descent,  and  simply  means  a  branch  of  a  gdt  consisting 
of  a  number  of  nearly-related  families.  The  Fakirs  are 
divided  into  firkas  or  giroh  named  after  their  spiritual  leaders. 
Possibly  the  al  among  the  Brahmdns  and  the  thdmbd 
among  the  Rdjptits  are  incipient  fl^iJ^*,  and  the  now  general 
sub-division  of  tribes  into  gdts  may  have  arisen  in  somewhat 
the  same  way.  As  above  noted,  the  al  bears  a  distinct  name ; 
and  in  some  cases  has  become  so  much  like  a  distinct  gdt 
that  men  forget  their  gdt  and  go  by  their  al  only.  Among  the 
Bhtisars,  the  gdt  is  sub-divided  into  kuldevia,  or  collections 
of  families  worshipping  the  same  family  god.  These,  too, 
may  possibly  develop  into  distinct  gota.  In  calculating  the 
prohibited  degrees  of  marriages,  the  kuldevi  takes  the  place 
of  the  gdt. 

Among  the  Meos,  thepdls  are,  some  of  them,  divided  into 
thoksy  which  ujsed  to  have  among  themselves  distinctions  as 
to  giving  and  taking  in  marriage. 

*  It  ie  intcrestiiig  to  note  that  tttman  is  the  word  for  the  whole  tribe  in  Dora  Qh&zi 
Ehan,  where  the  Beloch  Chief  is  a  Tumandar-^C,  L.  T. 
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match.  They  visit  several  families,  and  on  their  return 
report  where  they  have  found  a  suitahle  boy,  and  if  horo- 
scopes {tewA—janampatri)  are  kept,  bring  his  horoscope  for 
comparison  with  the  girl's.  If  there  appears  to  be  no  objection 
to  the  match,  and  the  girl's  father  approves  of  it,  he  sends 
his  barber  and  priest,  or  musician,  again  to  the  boy's  house 
with  the  signs  of  betrothal,  called  among  Hindus  tikd  or 
sikkd^  and .  among  M,uBalm&ns'ni8hdn{.  If  the  boy's  father 
approves  of  the  match  (no  public  enquiry  is  made  about 
the  girl,  but  the  women  find  out  among  themselves),  he  calls 
together  his  kindred ;  and  before  them  the  messengers  from 
the  girl's  house  (called  negi,  as  being  entitled  to  the  neg  or 
lik — ^betrothal  fees)  put  the  signs  of  betrothal  into  the  boy'a 
lap,  and  usually  some  sweetmeats  (batdshe)  into  his  mouth, 
at  the  same  time  announcing  the  name  of  the  girl  with 
whom  the  betrothal  is  made.  The  signs  of  betrothal  vary ; 
but  there  is  almost  always  a  rupee,  often  a,  cocoanut,  some- 
times clothes,  or  a  ring.  If  the  boy  be  a  Hindti,  the  girl's 
barber  or  priest  makes  the  forehead  mark  (tikd)  on  the  boy's 
forehead  with  his  thumb ;  and  during  the  ceremony  the  boy 
is  seated  on  a  wooden  plank  {chauki — patri)  raised  a  little 
off  the  ground,  on  which,  after  sweeping  it  and  smearing  it 
with  cowdung  {gohar)^  a  square  has  been  traced  out  {chauk 
purdnd)  with  flour. 

The  binding  ceremony  is  the  placing  of  the  signs  of 
betrothal  in  the  boy's  lap  before  his  assembled  kindred.  ( Ahfr, 
MalMh,  Brahman,  Gtijar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa,  Rfijptit,  Kdyath,, 
Banya,  Dhiisar,  Taga,  Fakir,  KMnzida,  Meo.) 

Of  these  tribes,  among  the  Ahirs,  Brdhmans,  Gaurwas, 
Bdjputs,  Blhdnzddas,  it  is  necessary  to  sendsinegi  (also  called 
haqddr),  barber,  priest,  or  musician.  Amon^  most  of  the 
other  tribes  the  father  or  other  relative  can  himself  conduct 
the  betrothal,  the  contract  being  in  such  a  case  usually  made 
by  the  girl's  father's  placing  a  rupee  in  the  boy's  hand. 
Sometimes,  especially  among  the  Meos,  Jats»  and  Gtljars,  the 
girl's  father  literally  sells  his  daughter  for  a  price. 

Among  the  Beloch,  the  contract  is  arranged  among  the 
relatives  themselves,  and  is  made  binding  by  a  rupee  being 
given  to  the  boy  on  the  girl's  part,  and  to  the  girl  on  the 
boy's  part. 

Among  the  Sayads  and  Shekhs  the  signs  of  betrothal 
are  taken  by  the  girl's  relatives  and  barber,  and  given  to  the 
boy's  father. 

Among  the  Fathdns  and  Mughals  a  verbal  agreement  is 
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sufficient  to  make  the  contract  binding  between  persons 
already  related.  Sometimes  the  initiative  is  taken  by  the 
boy's  father.    A  rupee  is  usually  given  to  the  boy. 

The  giving  of  a  rupee  to  the  boy  to  make  the  contract  of 
betrothal  binding  is  almost  universal. 

The  oocoanut  {ndriyal)  is  used  in  betrothal  by  the  Ahir, 
Brdhman,  Jdt^  Gaurwa,  Rdjptit,  Kdyath^  Taga»  Malldh. 
The  ring  {angmhtri  or  chhalla)  is  used  in  betrothal  by  the 
Khdnzdda,  Sayad>  Shekh,  Banya^  Dhiisar»  Fakir. 

Queeiion  5.— Is  a  man  who  has  contracted  a  betrothal  entitled  to 
Effects  of  priority,  marry  another  woman  before  he   marries  her  to 

whom  hd  was  first  betrothed  ?     Or  does  priority  in 
betrothal  entitle  the  female  to  priority  in  marriage  ? 

Answer  5. — ^A  man  who  has  contracted  a  betrothal  is  not 
entitled  to  marry  another  woman  before  he  marries  her  to 
whom  he  was  first  betrothed.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — If  he  does  marry  another  woman  first,  it  would 
seem  to  make  the  contract  of  betrothal  voidable  at  the  option 
of  the  betrothed  girl  and  her  relatives. 

Question  5.— Upon  what  grounds  can  a  contract  of  betrothal  be 
annulled  ? 
Annulment.  g^^^  whether— 

(1)  impotence, 

(2)  immorality, 

of  either  party  are  considered  sufficient  grounds  for  annulment. 

Amwer  6. — The  following  grounds  are  considered  suffi- 
cient for  the  annulment  of  a  contract  of  betrothal : — (1) 
blindness  ;  (2)  leprosy,  paralysis,  or  other  incurable  disease ; 
.  (3)  impotence ;  (4)  impurity  of  descent ;  (5)  becoming  an 
outcaste ;  (6)  change  of  religion ;  (7)  gross  immorality ;  (8) 
insanity.  (KhdnzMa,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Fa- 
thdn,  Ahir,  Brdhman,  Jdt,  Taga)  :  among  Rdjptit,  Meo, 
Gaurwa,  Gdjar,  Banya,  Kdyath,  Malldh  Fakir,  the  same, 
except  that  immorality  is  not  held  a  sufficient  reason. 

Among  Dhtisars  the  same,  except  that  they  say  that  no 
fault  in  the  girl  occurring  after  betrothal  and  no  fault  dis- 
covered before  the  betrothal  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  an- 
nulling the  betrothal. 

Notes. — ^There  seems  some  doubt  as  to  whether  blindness 
would  be  considered  a  sufficient  ground  for  annulment,  un- 
less the  party  was  blind  before  the  betrothal  and  the  other 
party  was  kept  ignorant  of  the  fact. 

Indeed,  some  tribes  say  that  deceit  of  any  kind,  such  as 
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concealing  the  age  of  the  gW  where  she  is  older  than  the 
boy,  would  be  sufficient  ground  for  annulment.  A  contract 
of  betrothal  is  rarely  broken  off  for  immorality,  as  the  parties 
are  generally  too  young  up  to  marriage  to  develop  any  im- 
moral habits. 

I  understand  that  in  no  case  would  a  court  compel  either 
party  to  complete  the  marriage  against  his  or  her  will.  This 
would  probably  be  held  contrary  to  equity  and  good  con- 
science. I  understand  that  the  present  question  is  put  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  in  what  cases  damages  for  breach  of  the 
contract  of  betrothal  should  be  refused ;  and  no  doubt  the 
court  would  in  such  a  case  not  allow  equitable  reasons  for 
annulment,  such  as  immorality  (which  perhaps  a  panchdyat 
of  the  tribe  might  consider  an  insufficient  reason),  to  be  held 
insufficient. 

Question  7. — If  a  betrothal  be  annulled— 

(1)  at  the  request  of  the  intended  bridegroom  or  his  family, 

(2)  by  mutual  consent, 

are  the  expenses  incurred  repayable  to  the  person  who  discharged 
them  ? 

Amvoer  7. — ^When  a  betrothal  is  annulled  at  the  request 
of  the  intended  bridegroom  or  his  family,  or  by  mutual  con- 
sent, neither  party  is  bound  to  repay  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  other ;  but  any  jewels  which  have  been  exchanged  are 
returned.     (All  tribes.) 

Notes. — ^I  suppose  that  where  the  parties  annul  the  con- 
tract by  consent,  the  court  would  hold  them  to  the  terms 
agreed  on  by  them  as  the  conditions  of  the  annulment ;  that 
where  one  party,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  breaks  off 
the  contract  for  a  reasonable  objection,  the  court  would  not 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  other  party,  but 
would  order  the  return  of  jewels,  &c.,  or  their  equivalent ; 
and  that  where  one  party,  against  the  will  of  the  other  and 
without  reasonable  excuse,  breaks  off  the  contract,  the  court 
would  decree  return  of  the  jewels,  payment  of  iJie  reason- 
able expenses,  and  damages  for  the  breach. 

It  may  be  as  weU  to  note  the  ideas  of  the  people  gener- 
ally on  the  subject  of  betrothal. 

A  girl  is  looked  upon  as  a  valuable  piece  of  property ; 
and  betrothal  is  considered  as  a  contract  to  transfer  the 
ownership  of  the  girl  to  the  boy's  family  when  she  reaches 
a  marriageable  age.  If  the  boy  die,  and  the  girl  be  married 
to  another  boy  of  the  same  family,  the  ceremony  of  betrothal 
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is  not  repeated ;  but  if,  for  any  reason,  the  girl  be  married 
into  another  family,  the  ceremony  of  betrothal  is  repeated. 
A  girl  once  married  cannot  again  be  betrothed  according  to 
the  ceremonies  of  a  first  betrothal.  If  the  custom  of  her 
tribe  allow  the  re-marriage  of  widows,  she  is  married  by  the 
form  of  kardo  (which,  indeed,  is  hardly  any  form  at  all)  if 
a  Hindd,  and  by  the  simple  nikdh  if  a  Musalm^,  without 
any  of  the  elaborate  ceremonies  of  a  ahddij  or  first  marriage. 
A  man,  however,  after  his  first  marriage,  and  even  during  the 
lifetime  of  his  wife,  may  go  through  the  regular  forms  of 
betrothal  {sagdi)  and  marriage  {shddi)  with  another  girl. 
His  former  marriage  does  not  alter  his  status,  as  it  does  that 
of  a  girl. 

The  advantage  of  the  contract  seems  to  be  considered 
as  being  chiefly  on  the  boy's  side,  in  having  secured  a  piece 
of  valuable  property;  little  is  thought  of  the  girl's  claim  on 
the  boy,  and  only  in  very  exceptional  circumstances  would 
the  boy's  famUy  refuse  to  find  a  match  for  her.  Thcf  ten- 
dency ia  all  the  other  way.  If  the  girl  die,  the  contract  is 
void,  and  neither  paxty  has  any  further  claim  on  the  other ; 
though  it  would  be  considered  "  nice "  if  the  boy  were  to 
marry  the  girl's  sister  or  another  member  of  her  family. 
But  the  contract  is  by  no  means  cancelled  by  the  boy's  death. 
It  is  the  boy's  familjr,  not  the  boy  himself,  that  have  bargain- 
ed for  the  girl ;  and  their  right  to  get  possession  of  her  when 
she  becomes  marriageable  remains,  though  the  boy  to  whom 
she  was  first  contracted  may  have  died.  She  must  marry 
another  boy  of  the  same  family,  unless  they  a^ee  to  give 
her  up.  Although  the  Judicial  Commissioner  ixx  his  circular 
No.  102D.,  dated  30th  October  1868,  laid  down  that  contracts 
of  betrothal  should  be  considered  strictly  personal,  and  voided 
by  the  death  of  either  of  the  betrothed  parties  as  by  the 
act  of  Grod,  most  of  the  tribes  do  not  agree  with  him ;  and 
usually  a  panchdyat  would  insist  on  the  girl's  father  marrying 
her  to  another  of  the  boy's  family,  or  paying  satisfactory 
damages.  And,  although  it  maybe  admitted  that  it  would 
be- contrary  to  equity  and  good  policy  to  compel  marriage  of 
the  girl  against  her  will  or  her  father's,  there  seems  no  reason 
why,  if  this  condition,  which  the  people  certainly  consider 
attaches  to  the  contract,  be  broken,  the  girl's  father,  who 
breaks  it,  should  not  be  made  to  pay  damages  to  the  boy's 
family,  which  suffers  by  the  breach.  There  would  be  nothing, 
inequitable  or  inexpedient  in  thus  far  following  an  old  and 
firmly-established  custom  of  the  people.    It  is  questionable 
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if  the  Judicial  Commission«*s  dictum  is  suflScient  to  deprirfe 
the  contracting  party  of  what  is,  by  custom,  their  undoubted 
right.  Among  a  few  tribes,  howeyer,  sueh  as  the  Kdyaths, 
Banyas,  Dhtisars,  and  Tagas,  the  boy's  father  is  considered  to 
have  no  such  right ;  and  if  the  boy  die  the  contract  is  con- 
sid6red  Toid,  and  his  family  haye  no  further  claim  on  the 
girl.  When  the  marriage  has  taken  place  the  property  in 
.the  girl  has  been  actually  transferred  from  the  girrs  family 
to  the  boy's  family ;  and  if  he  dies  the  boy's  brother  or  other 
near  relative  has,  in  tribes  in  which  remarriage  is  allowed, 
the  right  to  marry  her.  Sometimes  she  is  regularly  sold  to 
a  stranger;  and  if  she,  against  the  will  of  her  former  hus- 
band's family,  marries  a  stranger,  sl  panchdt/at  oi  the  tribe 
^ill  cjompel  him  to  give  her  up,  or  pay  the  former  husband's 
family  reasonable  compensation — that  is,  a  reasonable  price 
for  the  woman.  It  would  not  be  contrary  to  equity,  and 
would  certainly  be  consistent  with  the  custom  of  many 
tribes  and  the  ideas  of  the  people  generally,  if  the  courts 
were  to  decree  damages  in  favour  of  the  former  husband's 
family  against  the  stranger  who  entices  a  widow  atiray  from 
their  care,  but  probably  section  7  of  Act  XV  of  1856 
which  enacts  that,  in  the  case  of  a  widow  who  is  of  full  age^ 
or  whose  marriage  has  been  consummated,  her  own  constat 
shall  be  sufl&cient  consent  to  constitute  her  remarriage  law- 
ful and  valid,  would  be  held  to  bar  such  a  claim  in  the  case 
of  Hindd  widows,  even  of  those  tribes  in  which,  previous 
to  the  passing  of  th^^t  Act,  re-marriage  of  widows  was  allowed 
by  custom.  

PART  I.— SECTION  III. 
Maebiaqe. 

Prohibited  degrees.  Question  I.--Enumerate    the    relatives  witl^ 

whom  marriage  is  uulawtul. 

Answer  1. — ^The  Khdnzdda,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mu- 
ghal,  Pathdn,  Eakir,  and  some  Musalm&n  Gaurwas  f oUow  the 
Muhammadan  law  as  regards  prohibited  degrees  in  mar- 
riage. 

Among  the  Ahlr,  Brdhman,  Taga,  Jdt  (Hindti  and  Musal- 
man),  Hindti  Gaurwa,  Agri,  and  probably  the  Mallah  tribes, 
as  well  as  among  some  Musalmdn  Gaurwas,  a  man  may  not 
marry  a  woman  belonging  to  any  of  the  following  gdts  ;•— 
his  own  gSt ; 
his  mother's  g6t ; 
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(8)  his  father's  mother's  gSt ; 
(4)  his  mother's  mother's  gdt. 

And  the  same  prohibition  applies  to  women. 
Among  the  Gtijars  and  Kdyaths  only  the  three  gdts  first 
enumerated  are  forbidden.  A  man  may  marry  in  his  mother's 
mother's  g6t.    Among  the  BAjpdts,  both-  Hindu  and  Musal- 
xndn,  a  man  may  not  marry  a  woman — 

ri)  of  his  own  gdt ; 

(2)  of  his  mother's  thdmhd; 

(3)  of  his  father's  mother's  family,  or  grandfather*s  mo- 

ther's  family,  so  far  as  the  relationship  is  trace- 
able; 

(4)  descended  from  his  father's  sister  or  father's  father's 

sister,  &c.,  so  far  as  the  relationship  is  traceable. 

Among  the  Meos  a  man  may  not  marry — 
l\)  a  woman  of  his  own  gSt  ovpdl ; 

(2)  a  woman  of  the  village  his  mother  belonged  to,  even 

though  of  a  different  gdi  ; 

(3)  a  woman  of  the  village  his  father's  mother  belonged 

to; 

(4)  any  woman  whose  relationship  with  him  is  close 

enough  to  be  traceable ; 

(5)  the  daughter  or  descendant  through  males  for  two 

generations  only  of  a  woman  of  his  own  got. 

Among  the  Dhtisars  a  man  may  not  marry  a  woman— 

(1)  of  his  own  kuldevi  ; 
of  his  mother's  kuldevi  ; 
of  his  father's  mother's  kuldevi  ; 
of  his  mother's,  mother's  kuldevi. 

Among  the  Agarwdld  Banyas  a  man  may  marry  in  any 

except  his  own,  even  in  his  mother's  gdt,  and  even  in  his 
mother's  family,  provided  the  relationship  be  not  very  close. 
There  is  no  distinct  limit  fixed. 

Notes. — ^As  great  care  is  taken  in  comparing  gois  and  in- 
vestigating relationship  before  betrothal  and  marriage,  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  any  case  should  arise  in  which,  after  the 
ceremonies  of  marriage  have  been  performed,  it  is  discovered 
that  the  parties  are  within  prohibited  degrees  of  relationship. 
No  such  instance  has  been  given ;  but  the  general  feeling  is 
that  in  such  a  case  the  marriage,  once  completed,  would  be 
held  valid  and  legal,  and  the  offspring  legitimate.  • 

For  a  definition  of  the  terms  gdt,  pdl,  thdrnhd,  see  answer 
14.    A  kuldevi  among  the  Dhtisars  means  a  section  of  the 
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tribe  worshipping  the  same  family  deity.  It  is  worthy  of 
notice  that  there  is  some  vagueness  of  i<tea,  and  probably  in- 
definiteness  of  custom,  about  the  prohibited  degrees.  For 
instance,  among  the  Jdts  there  was  a  great  dispute  about 
whether  the  prohibition  extended  to  the  whole  g6t  of  the 
mother's  mother  or  only  to  the  village,  house,  or  family; 
and  some  J^ts  maintained  that  a  man  must  not  marry  in  his 
stepmother's  gdi^  and  perhaps  not  in  his  step -grand-mother's. 
Among  the  Brdhmans  sometimes  the  prohibited  degrees 
are  calculated  by  the  aly  and  not  by  the  gdt^  so  that,  although 
in  marriage  a  inan  may  have  avoided  {bachdnd)  the  four 
aU  enumerated,  he  may  not  have  avoided  the  four  g6ts. 
If  one  of  the  Musalm&ns  can  enumerate  the  prohibited  de- 
grees, but  most  of  them  obey  the  Muhammadan  law  in  this 
matter.  Indeed,  it  seiems  that  even  among  some  of  those 
Musalm&n  tribes  which  adhere  to  the  old  Hindu  marriage 
customs  and  the  Hindd  prohibited  degrees,  a  marriage  be- 
tween two  persons,  allowed  by  the  Musalmdn  but  prohibited 
by  the  Hindd  law,  if  made  by  the  simple  nikdh  form,  would 
be  held  valid.  Especially  is  this  the  case  among  the  Meos, 
among  whom  the  law  of  Muhammad,  like  the  religion,  is 
gradually  extending  its  influence  in  a  purer  form.  For- 
merly there  were  distinctions  about  pdls  or  thoks  which 
would  give  daughters,  but  would  not  take  them,  in  marriage 
from  oih&t  pdls  or  thoks;  but  these  are  now  almost  obsolete. 
The  MaMhs  are  not  sure  whether  they  can  marry  in  the  gdt 
of  their  paternal  or  maternal  grand-mother.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  prohibited  degrees  are  in  no  tribe  the  same  as 
those  given  by  Manu  (see  Macnaghten,  chapter  V).  These 
seem  to  be  as  follows.  A  man  may  not  marry  a  woman  (1) 
of  his  father's.  g6t;  (2)  of  his  mother's  gdt ;  (3)  descended 
from  his  paternal  or  maternal  ancestors  within  the  sixth  degree. 

Quesfiim  j9.— What  physical  defects  will  be  sufficient  ground  for  the 
0th    disabiliti  annulment  of  a  marriage  which  has  actually  taken 

place? 
State  whether  idiocy  or  lunacy,  impotence,  mutilation^  are  such  suffi- 
cient grounds.     Is  any  distinction  made  if  the  party  seeking  annulment 
knew  of  the  defect  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  or  if  the  defect  has  arisen 
after  the  marriage  was  consummated  ? 

Answer  JS* — No  physical  defects  are  considered  sufficient 
ground  for  the  anniUment  of  a  marriage  which  has  actually 
takeiw  place  (Banya,  Dhtisar,  Agri,  Jdt  Musalm&n,  Kdyath^ 
Taga^  MalUh^  Fakir,  Rdjp6t,  Ahlr,  Brdhman,  J&t,  Xhdnzdda, 
Meo,  Gtijar)«    No  instalxce  of  the  annulment  pf  marriage 
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wliich  has  actually  taken  place  on  the  ground  of  a  physical 
defect  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Fath4n,  Gaurwa,  Beloch). 

liotes. — Perhaps  the  Muhammadan  law  on  this  subject 
would  be  held  applicable  to  persons  married  by  the  nikdh  form. 

It  would  seem  that,  in  equity,  if  one  party  was  impotent 
at  the  time  of  the  marriage  and  the  other  party  did  not 
know  of  it,  the  marriage  should  be  considered  void.  The 
Beloch  say  this  is  their  custom,  but  can  giro  no  instance. 

The  Ahirs  say  that,  even  if  one  party  becomes  mad  or 
develops  an  incurable  disease,  the  marriage  remains  binding. 

Questian  5.— Are  there  any  disabilities  other  than  those  which 
arise  out  of  blood-relationship  or  physical  defect  which  operate  to  bar 
marriage  ? 

Can  persons  of  different  castes  imtermarry  ?  If  so,  of  what  castes  ? 
Can  persons  of  different  religions  intermarry  ?  If  so,  of  what  religions  ? 
May  a  man  be  married  at  the  same  time  to  any  two  women  who  stand 
in  such  a  degree  of  relation  to  each  other  as  that,  if  one  of  them  had  been 
a  male,  they  could  not  have  married  ?  May  a  man  marry  again  a  woman 
he  has  divorced  ? 

Does  it  make  any  difference  if  she  have  been  married  to  another  and 
divorced  by  him,  or  separated  from  him  by  his  death  in  the  interval 
between  her  divorce  from  her  first  husband  and  his  second  marriage 
to  her  ? 

Is  any  distinction  taken  if  the  wife  have  not  been  three  times  irrever- 
sively  divorced  ? 

Are  the  degrees  prohibited  by  consanguinity  also  prohibited  by 
fosterage? 

Are  there  any  exceptions  to  the  rule  ? 

Answer  3.  (1)  Religion. — ^A  man  may  not  marry  a 
woman  of  a  religion  diflfering  from  his  own.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — There  are  instances  of  a  Musalmdn  marrying  a 
woman  who  was  till  then  a  Hindti ;  but  she  is  supposed  to 
have  become  a  Musalman  and  is  married  by  nikdh. 

(2)  Cdste. — ^A  man  may  not  marry  a  woman  of  a  caste 
differing  from  his  own  (Ahir,  Br&hman,  Gtijar,  JAt,  Gaurwa, 
RAjptit,  Dhtisar,  Banya,  Agrl,  Malldh,  Kdyath,  Taga). 

iVbfe*.— Although  this  is  stated  to  be  the  custom  by  the 
above  tribes,  and  their  general  ideas  are  that  marriage  with  a 
woman  of  another  tribe  is  illegal,  yet  there  are  instances 
(though  comparatively  rare)  in  which  a  marriage  with  a 
woman  of  a  somewhat  sinodlar  tribe  was  not  considered  illegal, 
and  the  children  of  such  a  marriage  were  allowed  to  inherit. 
But  with  these  tribes  such  a  union  cannot  be  made  by  the 
ceremonies  of  a  ahddij  or  first  marriage.  The  only  ceremony, 
if  there  be  any  ceremony  at  all,  is  that  of  the  kardo^  in 
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whicji  hardly  anything  but  consent  and  cohabitation  k 
requisite.    In  this  sense — 

A  Gdjar  sometimes  marries  by  kardo  a  Jdtnf  or  Ahfrni. 

A  3&t  sometimes  marries  by  kardo  a  Giijaml,  Ahfmf,  or 
RAjptitni ;  but  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  keep  in  his  house 
a  Brilhmani  or  Ohamdri. 

A  EAjpAt  Musalmdn  may  marry  any  Musalm&n  by  the 
nikdh  form ;  but  it  seems  that,  unless  she  be  a  Rdjptitni  her 
sons  will  be  so  far  illegitimate  that  they  will  not  be  entitled 
to  inherit. 

If  a  marriage  have  taken  place,  even  with  all  the  cere- 
monies of  a  8hdd4y  and  it  be  afterwards  discovered  that  the 
woman  was  of  a  caste  which  the  man  could  not  marry  with, 
the  marriage  is  considered  void  from  the  first,  and  the  off- 
spring illegitimate;  and  the  woman  is  tiimed  out  of  the 
house,  or  retained  as  a  concubine,  or  kept  separate  and  given 
maintenance  only. 

A  Khdnzdda  may  marry  a  woman  o^  his  own  caste  or  a 
Pathanl  or  Musalmdn  Rijptitni. 

A  Beloch  man  may  marry  a  woman  of  another  tribe,, 
such  as  a  Shekh  or  Musalmdn  Edjput ;  a  Beloch  girl  may  not 
marry  any  but  a  Beloch. 

A  Sayad  man  may  marry  a  woman  of  another  tribe ; 
a  Sayad  girl  may  not  marry  any  but  a  Sayad. 

A  Shekh  may  marry  into  another  tribe ;  so  may  a  Fathdn 
or  a  Mughal. 

A  Meo  may  marry  any  Musalmdn  woman  by  the  bare 
fiikdh  form ;  but  he  cannot  marry  any  but  a  Meoni  by  the 
full  ceremonies  of  a  shddi. 

A  Eakfr  may  marry  any  Musalm&n,  but  usually  marries 
a  Fakiml. 

A  Jdt  Musalmdn  may  marry  a  Musalmdn  Jdt,  Gaurwa, 
G6jar,  or  Rdjpiit. 

(3)  Relationship  to  first  to\fe  stUl  alive. — No  Musalnoeia 
can,  during  the  duration  of  his  marriage  with  one  woman, 
marry  her  sister  or  any  woman  so  related  to  her  that  if  one 
of  them  had  been  a  male  they  could  not  have  married.  (AU 
Musalmdns.) 

Any  Hindd  may,  during  his  marriage  with  one  womian, 
marry  her  sister  or  any  relation  of  hers  of  the  same  gene- 
ration. He  may  not  marr^  a  relation  of  hers  of  a  higher  or 
lower  generation.     (All  Hmdtis.) 

Ifote. — It  is  by  no  means  unconunon  among  Hindiis 
for  a  noian  to  marry  two  sisters  at  one  time^  both^girls  going 
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l?oUnd  the  nuptial  Are  with  him.  In  such  a  case  it  generally 
is  because  one  of  them  is  blind  or  has  some  other  physical 
defect  which  would  prevent  her  from  getting  a  match  by 
herself ;  and  she  is  thrown  into  the  bargain  as  it  were  with 
her  more  lucky  sister*  The  general  feeling  is  that  a  girl 
must  be  married  at  all  events,  and  if  she  have  any  serious 
defect  and  cannot  be  otherwise  disposed  of  some  one  is  bribed 
to  take  her.  When  a  man  after  his  first  marriage  and  during 
his  first  wife's  lifetime  marries  her  sister  or  cousin,  it  is 
usually  because  she  has  given  him  no  son ;  and  he  generally 
obtains  her  consent  first. 

(4)  After  divorce. — No  instance  of  a  man's  having  mar- 
ried again  a  woman  he  has  divorced.     (All  tribes.) 

Among  Musalmdns  divorce  is  still  uncommon;  but  no 
doubt  the  Muhammadan  law  regarding  divorce  and  re-mar- 
riage of  a  divorcee  would  apply  to  them. 

Among  Hindiis  there  is  no  divorce  proper ;  but  sometimes 
a  man  expels  his  wife.  No  doubt  if  he  took  her  back  again 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  his  doing  so,  but  it  could 
hardly  be  called  re-marriage. 

(5)  Relationship  by  faaterage. — ^There  is  no  instance  of 
a  man's  having  married  a  woman  to  whom  he  was  related 
by  fosterage. 

Note. — Usually  a  child,  if  not  suckled  by  his  own  mother, 
is  nursed  by  a  relation  so  near  that  he  could  not  in  any  event 
have  married  any  relation  of  hers,  or  by  a  hired  woman  of  a 
different  caste,  whose  relations  he  cou^ld  not  marrv  for  differ- 
ence of  caste.  No  doubt  the  Muhammadan  law  on  the 
subject  would  apply  to  Musalmdns. 

Between  how  many  parties.       Questiofi  4. — How  many  wives  are  allowed  ? 

Anstoer  4.— No  Musalmdn  can  have  more  than  four 
-wives  alive  at  one  time.     (All  Musalmdns). 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  wives  which  a  Hindti 
may  have  at  one  time.     (All  Hindiis.) 

Notes. — ^Even  among  Musalmdns  it  is  uncommon  to  have 
more  than  one  wife ;  and  the  usual  reason  for  marrying  a 
second  is  that  the  first  has  no  son. 

Among  Hindtis  the  largest  number  of  wives  alive  at  one 
time  at  present  known  in  the  district  is  seven,  all  equal 
wives  of  an  Ahir. 

The  usual  reason  for  marrying  a  second  wife  is  that  the 
first  has  no  son ;  and  even.in  such  a  case  it  is  thought  proper 
to  obtain  the  first  wife's  consent  before  marrying  again;  but 
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that  is  not  absolutely  necessary.  The  expense  of  a  shddf 
generally  puts  a  limit  on  the  number  of  wives  a  man  mar* 
ries  by  that  form ;  but  among  tribes  which  allow  kardOj  a 
man  often  marries  more  than  one  of  his  relation's  widows  by 
that  form,  in  addition  to  his  first  wife,  married  by  the 
regular  form. 

.  Question  6. — A.t  what  age  may  marriage 

^^  take  place? 

Answer  6. — ^There  is  no  limit  to  the  age  at  which  mar- 
riage may  take  place.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Both  among  Hindtis  and  Musalmdns  there  are 
'  instances  of  children  being  married  at  the  age  of  five.  ThjS 
usual  age  is  from  seven  to  twelve ;  only  in  very  rare  cases  is 
a  girl  unmarried  at  twenty,  for  it  is  thought  disgraceful 
(or  likely  to  lead  to  disgrace)  to  have  an  unmarried  grown-up 
daughter.  Indeed  bachelors  of  twenty  are  rare.  The  age 
at  which  marriage  takes  place  depends  a  good  deal  on 
the  ability  of  the  families  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  cere- 
monies. 

_,     ,  .  QueiCion  6. — Whose  eonsent  is  necessary 

Bj  whoee consent.  .     X         vj-i.       c  •        o  n-      ii.       *7**J' 

^  to  the  validity  of  marnage  r  Giye  the  role— 

(1)  if  both  parties  are  minors, 

(2)  if  both  parties  are  of  fall  age. 

Can  the  woman  consent  to  he^:  own  marriage  without  the  consent  of  her 
guardian? 

Answer  6. — ^The  consent  of  the  same  persons  is  necessary 
to  the  validity  of  marriage  as  is  necessary  to  the  validity  of 
betrothal  (see  section  II). 

A  woman  cannot  consent  to  her  own  marriage  without 
the  consent  of  her  gtiardian.     (All  tribes.) 

Notes.— Among  Hindti  tribes  Which  allow  of  the  remar- 
riage of  widows,  it  is  usual  for  the  widow  to  marry  her 
husband's  brother  or  near  relative ;  and  custom  requires  that 
before  marrying  a  stranger,  she  should  obtain  the  consent 
of  her  former  husband's  relatives.  If  she  cohabits  with  a 
stranger  without  their  consent,  usually  a  panchdyat  will  make 
him  give  her  up  or  pay  a  price  for  her.  But  Act  XV  of  1856» 
section  7,  enacts  that  in  the  case  of  a  widow  of  full  age, 
or  whose  maiTiage  has  been  consunmiated,  her  own  consent 
shall  be  sufficient  consent  to  constitute  her  remarriage  law- 
ful and  valid ;  and  if  she  is  a  minor  whose  marriage  has  not 
been  consummated,  she  shall  not  remarry  without  the  con- 
sent of  her  father  or  his  relatives  (notj  as  the  custom  is,  her 
former  husband^s  relatives). 
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Among  Musalm^  tribes  generally  the  consent  of  the 
former  husband's  relatives,  who  are  the  guardians  of  the 
widow,  is  required  to  make  the  marriage  valid. 

Queition  7. — Do  you  observe  any  of  the  eight  forms  required  by  the 

strict  Hindu  law.     If  so,  which  forms ;  and 

onnaiitiM.  ^^j^    what,   if  any,   modification  ?  Describe 

in  full  the  usual  ceremonies,  and  specify  any  particular  ceremony  which 

is  regarded  as  making  the  tie  indissoluble. 

Answer  7. — Not  even  the  Brdhmans  know  what  are  the 
eight  forms  required  by  the  strict  Hindd  law.  Among 
Hindds  only  two  forms  of  marriage  are  known.  First,  the 
regular  marriage  {ahddi  hydh)^  with  all  its  elaborate  cere- 
monies, most  important  of  which  is  the  ceremony  of  the 
phere^  or  seven  turns  round  the  sacred  fire. 

This  is  the  form  practised  in  the  case  of  a  girl's  first 
marriage  in  all  Hindti  tribes,  and  is  the  only  form  allowed  by 
those  tribes  in  which  the  re-marriage  of  widows  is  not  allowed 
by  custom.  It  seems  to  correspond  with  the  Brdhma  cere- 
mony described  by  Manu.  The  second  form  is  practised  only 
among  those  tribes  which  allow  the  remarriage  of  widows, 
and  requires  none  of  the  elaborate  ceremonies  of  the  hydh. 
It  seems  su£Bicient  that  the  parties  should  consent  to  cohabit 
with  each  other,  and  thus  the  ko/rdOy^  it  is  called,  seems  to 
correspond  with  the  Gdndharva  forin  of  marriage  described 
by  Manu. 

Among  the  Musalm&ns  there  is  a  similar  distinction. 
In  the  celebration  of  the  sMdi,  or  full-caste  marriage,  the 
nikdh,  or  Musalmdn  form  of  marriage,  which  is  the  really 
binding  ceremony,  forms  one  only  among  many  elaborate 
ceremonies  which  are  very  similar  to  those  practised  by 
the  Hindtis;  and  are  evidently,  in  the  case  of  converted 
Eindds,  a  relic  of  their  old  customs,  and  in  the  case  of 
purer  Musalmdns,  such  as  the  Sayads,  borrowed  from  their 
neighbours.  But  in  the  re-marriage  of  a  widow,  or  in  mar- 
rying a  woman  of  another  tribe  (at  least  among  converted 
Hindds),.  the  only  ceremony  is  the  nikdh,  which  in  such  a 
case  some  call  by  the  name  of  kardOy  like  the  corresponding 
form  among  the  Hindds.  Some  of  the  many  ceremonies 
performed  on  the  occasion  of  a  full-caste  marriage  {shddi) 
are  detailed  below.  They  are,  with  slight  variations,  per- 
formed by  all  !&indd  tribes;  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
phere  ceremony,  the  place  of  which  is  taken  by  the  nikdh^  by 
all  Musalmdn  tribes  also. 

(i).    PUi  chithi — ^the  yellow  letter.    This  is  a  notice, 
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written  on  paper  smeared  over  with  turmeric,  proposing  a 
date  for  the'  marriage,  sent  hy  the  girl's  father  to  the  boy's 
father  by  the  hand  of  the  family  barber.  When  a  date  had 
been  finally  fixed  on  the  girl's  father  sends  the — 

(JS)  Lagan — ^the  date.  This  also  is  a  letter  containing 
a  notice  of  the  date  agreed  on,  and  is  sent  by  the  family 
priest  or  barber  to  the  boy's  father.  It  is  generally  accom^ 
panied  by  some  copper  or  silver  money,  betel-nuts,  turmeric, 
sacred  grass,  and  sometimes  a  red  thread,  with  knots  on  it 
corresponding  to  the  date  agreed  on.  These  things  are 
given  by  the  messenger  to  the  boy  before  his  assembled 
relatives. 

(5)  Tel  bdn — the  cleansing  ceremony.  The  boy  and  girl 
are,  for  a  few  days  before  the  marriage,  rubbed  over  with  a 
mixture  of  oil,  turmeric,  and  flour  to  purify  them. 

(4)  Bardt — the  marriage  procession.  The  boy's  father 
gathers  his  relatives  together,  and,  taking  the  boy,  starts  off, 
in  as  grand  a  procession  as  he  can  form,  for  the  girl's  village, 
at  the  outskirts  of  which  they  are  received  by  the  girl's 
relatives  in  ceremonious  fashion,  and  conducted  to  a  place 
6et  apart  for  them  for  rest  and  refreshment. 

(5)  Bdrothi—i\iQ  threshold  ceremony.  The  boy  is  taken 
to  the  threshold  of  the  girl's  house,  and  is  there  welcomed 
by  the  girl's  female  relatives,  one  of  whom  waves  round 
his  head  a  tray  containing  a  small  lump  of  flour  and  melted 
butter  with  other  things. 

{6)  PA^r^— the  turns  round  the  fire.  This  is  among 
Hindtis  the  important  ceremony  which  makes  the  marriage 
binding.  It  almost  invariably  takes  place  at  night  imder  an 
awning  specially  prepared  in  the  courtyard  of  the  girl's 
house.  Tnie  relatives  of  both  parties  gather  there,  and  when 
the  sacred  fire  {horn)  has  been  properly  prepared  the  boy  and 
girl,  with  their  clothes  knotted  together,  are  made  to  go  round 
the  fire  seven  times,— at  first  the  boy  in  front,  and  then  the 
girl  in  front, — ^while  the  Brdhmans  representing  both  parties 
repeat  the  marriage  vows  and  perform  other  ceremonies. 
The  boy  and  girl  are  then  made  to  sit  down,  the  girl  bein^  at 
the  wife's  place  on  the  left  hand  of  the  boy ;  and  the  girl's 
father  gives  away  the  girl  to  him  by  placing  her  hand  with 
a  copper  or  silver  coin,  a  little  water  and  some  grains  of  rice 
in  his,  while  the  Brdhman  pronounces  the  formula  of  gift 
(sankalp). 

(7)  The  badhdr — the  marriage  feast— takes  place  the 
following  day ;  and  on  the  day  after  that,  when  the  dowry 
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has  been  presented,  and  tlie  parties  have  exchanged  presents^ 
the  marriage  procession  starte  back  again,  taking  with  it  the 
gitl,  who  remains  for  a  few  days  in  the  boy's  house,  and  then 
returns  to  her  father  until  puberty. 

The  binding  ceremony  is  the  phere,  or  turns  round  the 
sacred  fire. 

Among  the  Musahndns  its  place  is  taken  by  the  nikdh, 
which  is  performed  with  all  the  formalities  of  Muhammadan 
law  by  a  kdzl  or  his  deputy. 

For  a  description  of  the  kardo  form,  see  answer  15. 

Question  d«—- Who  are  competent  witnesses  to  a  marriage  contract 
between  Musalmans, 

Are  there  any  special  requisites  to  the  competency  of  such  witnesses  ? 

Answer  8. — The  witnesses  to  a  marriage  contract  between 
Musalm&ns  must  be  adult  male  Musalmans.  There  are  no 
special  requisites.     (AU  Musalm^s.) 

Note. — The  Sayads  say  that  no  witness  is  necessary  to  a 
inarriage  between  Shiahs. 

Witnesses  generally  are  relations  of  the  bride  or  shrine- 
attendants. 

Quedliou  d.<— Will  contracts  entered  into  by  a  married  woman^  the 

Ij,  subject  of  such  contracts,  bein^  other  than 

her  peculiar  property,  be  binding  on  herself 

or  her  husband  ? 

Is  any  distinction  made  if  the  contract  may  have  been  requisite  to 

her  obtaining  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Answer  ^.— A  contract  entered  into  by  a  married  woman 
in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  if  requisite  for  obtaining  the 
necessaries  of  life,  or  to  pay  the  Government  revenue,  is 
binding  on  herself  and  her  husband  as  regards  his  moveable 
property.     (All  tribes.) 

The  immoveable  property  she  may  in  such  necessity 
mortgage,  but  she  cannot  sell  it  (Meo»  Bri&hman,  Gujar,  J4t). 

A  married  woman  can  in  no  case  enter  into  a  contract 
regarding  immoveable  property  (Rjijptit,  Dhusar,  Banya, 
Taga,  K^yath,  Agrf,  Jdt  Musalmfin,  Malldh,  Fakir,  Gaurwa, 
KMnzdda,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathdn,  Ahlr). 

Note. — When  a  married  woman'-s  husband  is  absent,  and 
she  has  to  contract  debt  to  supply  herself  and  her  children 
with  necessaries,  to  pay  the  Government  revenue,  or  to  marry 
her  children,  she  should  apply  to  her  husband's  relatives  for 
help ;  and 'if  they  cannot,  or  will  not,  aid  her,  she  may  enter 
into  a  contract  which  will  be  binding  on  her  husband.    Prob- 
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ably,  even  in  the  case  of  the  latter  tribes,  if  a  woman 
mortgaged  her  husband's  land  for  necessaries,  and  received 
Talue  in  return,  the  courts  would  in  equity  hold  the  contract 
binding  on  the  husband. 

DiVOECB. 

Q  Queslioii  ift— Upon  what  grounds  may  a 

™""  ^  wife  be  divorced  ? 

Is  dbange  of  religion  a  sufficient  cause  ? 
May  a  husband  divorce  his  wife  without  assigning  any  cause  ? 

Answer  10. — No  instance,  in  any  tribe,  of  a  wife  having 
changed  her  religion.  No  custom  of  divorce  among  the  fol- 
lowing tribes: — ^Jdt  Musalmdn,  Fakir,  Rdjptit  Musalman, 
Gaurwa  Musalmdn,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Fathdn. 

A  wife  may  be  divorced  for  misconduct  or  because  her 
husband  and  she  disagree.  A  husband  may  not  divorce  his 
wife  without  assigning  any  cause  (Khdnzdda,  Meo)* 

Note. — No  doubt  in  these  Musalmdn  tribes  in  which  the 
marriage-tie  is  fastened  according  to  the  Muhammadan  law 
by  the  form  of  nikdh,  it  would  be  held  that  it  may  be  loosened 
in  the  modes  allowed  by  that  law. 

While  all  the  Hindti  tribes  assert  that  they  have  no  cus- 
tom of  divorce,  it  appears  that  when  the  wife  is  unchaste, 
the  husband  sometimes  expels  her  from  his  house,  and  will 
have  no  more  to  do  with  her.  This  is  called  tydg^  and  prac- 
tically amounts  to  divorce.  TJnchastity  is  the  only  sufficient 
ground  for  such  an  expulsion.     . 

Note — Among  the  Jdts  if  a  wife  so  expelled  goes  and 
lives  with  another  Jdt  and  bears  sons  to  him  during  her  first 
husband's  lifetime,  they  will  be  considered  legitimate  sons, 
and  will  share  in  their  father's  property.  The  Jdts  say  this 
is  their  custom,  and  it  has  been  so  held  by  the  Chief  Court 
(No.  851  of  1877). 

Question  11. — What  are  the  formalities  which  must  be  observed  ta 
constitute  (1)  a  revocable,  (%)  an  irrevocable 

Do  you  distipguish  between  iildk  and  iiola  ?  If  so^  what  is  the 
distinction  ? 

Answer  ii.— Among  the  Khdnzddars  and  Meos,  the  only 
tribes  which  have  any  custom  of  divorce,  khola  is  unknown. 
The  only  form  of  divorce  known  is  the  tildk,  which  becomes 
irrevocable  by  the  husband's  saying  three  times  before  com* 
potent  witnesses  that  he  gives  up  his  wife  and  puts  her 
away  from  him. 
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JVbfe.— No  doubt,  as  the  custom  is  not  very  general,  and 
is  evidently  an  attempt  to  follow  the  Muhammadan  law,  the 
law  would  be  held  to  overrule  the  custom^  should  either 
party  claim  to  follow  the  law. 

Question  12. — Has  the  divorced  or  superseded  wife  any  claims  against 
-y-  her  husband  ?     If  so  what — for  maintenance 

or  for  a  specific  share  of  his  property  ?     Does 
she  lose  such  claims  if  she  be  divorced  on  the  ground  of  adultery  ? 

Answer  12. — Among  the  Ehdnz&das  and  Meos,  the  only 
tribes  which  have  any  custom  of  divorce,  the  wife  is  entitled 
to  be  paid  her  dower,  and  has  no  further  claim. 

A  Hindd  wife,  expelled  for  unchastity,  has  no  claim  for 
maintenance,  or  for  a  share  of  her  husband's  property.  A 
wife,  who  has  only  been  superseded  by  her  husband's  marry- 
ing another  wife,  remains  in  his  house  as  his  wife,  and  is 
entitled  to  maintenance. 

Question  13. — Upon  what  grounds  has  a 
wife  the  right  to  claim  release  from  the  mar- 
riage-tie? 

Amtoer   13 ^A  wife  can  in    no  circumstances    claim 

release  from  the  marriage-tie.     (All  tribes.) 

• 

Question  i^.— Explain  what  is  meant  by  dower  {kahin),  -State  when 
it  becomes  payable, — whether  on  consummation  or 
^"'  the  death  of  the  husband  or  on  divorce. 

Is  it  payable  in  the  case  of  divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery? 

Answer  14. — No  custom  of  dower.     (AH  Hindti  tribes.) 

Dower  is  mentioned  at  the  time  of  marriage,  but  is  never 
paid  (Eakir,  Jdt  Musalmdn,  Bdjptit  Musalmdn,  Gaurwa 
Musalmdn.) 

Power  is  the  sum  of  money  fixed  at  marriage  to  be  paid 
by  the  husband  to  the  wife  in  return  for  the  marriage,  but 
it  is  rarely  paid  at  any  time  (Beloch,  Kh4nzada,  Shekh, 
Sayad,  Mughal,  Pathdn,  Meo). 

Note. — ^As  there  is  no  clear  custom,  and  evidently  only 
an  attempt  to  follow  the  Muhammadan  law,  probably  a  court 
would  decide  according  to  the  law  in  this  matter.  There  is 
no  instance  of  any  but  the  legal  dower  of  ten  dirma  (which 
they  consider  equal  to  32  rupees  and  some  annas)  being 
agreed  on ;  and  no  doubt  that  is  mentioned  only  because  it 
comes  in  the  marriage  service. 

^  Question  i5.-— Explain  the  custom  of  karewa  or 

^  chaaar  andaz%. 
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What  ifl  the  distinction  between  such  marriages  and  marriages  of 
the  ordinary  kind  ? 

In  what  castes  or  tribes  does  the  custom  obtain  ? 

What  period^  if  any^  must  elapse  after  the  death  of  the  first  husband 
before  the  karewa  of  the  widow  is  permissible  ? 

Ansioer  15. — Kardo  is  the  re-marriage  of  a  widow  or 
deserted  wife,  who  has  been  previously  married  by  the  full 
ceremonial  of  a  caste-marriage  {shddi),  and  therefore  is 
disqualified  from  being  again  married  by  that  form.  Tho 
only  ceremonies  performed  at  a  kardo  are  that  before  the 
assembled  kindred  she  and  her  new  husband  announce  their 
intention  of  living  together  as  man  and  wife ;  and  a  red  sheet 
(chadar)y  such  as  only  married  women  whose  husbands  are 
alive^  wear,  is  put  on  her,  and  she  has  bangles  {chuH)  put  ou 
her  wrist,  and  thereafter  lives  with  her  new  husband,  but 
^ven  this  much  ceremony  is  not  necessary. 

Where,  as  in  the  commonest  case,  a  widow  marries  her 
husband^s  brother,  consent  and  cohabitation  are  all  that  is 
required ;  and  the  outer  world  know  of  the  marriage  only  by 
seeing  the  widow  again  assume  the  red  sheet  and  bangles, 
which  are  not  worn  by  widows.  Even  if  a  child  be  born  before 
the  marriage  is  announced,  it  will  be  considered  legitimate 
if  the  husband's  brother  admit  it  is  his.  There  is  no  dis- 
tinction made  between  the  offspring  of  a  marriage  by  kardo 
and  that  of  an  ordinary  marriage  {ahddi).  The  sons  all 
inherit  as  legitimate. 

A  widow  shoiJd  not  re-marry  within  a  year  after  the  death 
of  her  first  husband ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  this  time. 
The  dififerent  tribes  of  Hindtis  think  it  an  important* 
distinction  whether  they  allow  re-marriage  of  widows  or  not. 
The  following  tribes  do  not  practise  remarriage  of  widows, 
and  therefore  have  no  custom  of  kardo :  (1)  Brahman,  (2) 
Taga,  (3)  Rdjpdt,  (4)  Dhdsar,  (5)  Kayath,  (6)  Banya. 

The  following  tribes  do  practise  re-marriage  of  widows 
by  kardo :  (1)  Ahir,  (2)  Jdt,  (3)  Gaurwa,  (4.)  Mallah,  (5) 
AgrI,  (6)  Gdjar. 

Some  Brdhmans  who  have  adopted  the  custom  of  re-mar- 
riage of  widows  have  been  outcaste  and  form  a  practically 
separate  caste  called  Dharukra.  So  with  some  Tagas  who 
allow  kardo  and  are  called  Dasd,  or  half-blood  (though  really 
of  pure  Taga  blood),  as  a  practically  distinct  caste.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  Ahir  families  do  not  allow  re-marriage  jof 
widows,  and  keep  themselves  apart  from  the  other  Ahirs.  So 
with  some  Jdt  families,  while  other  Jat  families  allow  widows 
to  remarry,  but  not  with  the  husband's  relative. 
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Among  tribes  which  practise  kardo,  the  Ahirs  and  Gaur- 
was  do  not  allow  a  widow  to  marry  her  husband's  elder 
brother ;  but  she  naay  marry  her  husband's  younger  brother, 
or,  with  the  consent  of  her  husband's  relatives,  a  stranger. 
Among  the  Jats,  Gujars,  and  Malldhs,  a  widow  may  marry 
her  bu&band's  elder  brother ;  but  it  is  considered  more  proper 
for  her  to  marry  the  younger  brother.  A  widow  cannot  be 
compelled  to  re-marry. 

The  customs  and  ideas  of  the  Hindti  tribes  hare  infected 
the  Musalm&n  tribes  also.  The  following  Musalm^  tribes 
say  they  have  no  instance  of  a  widow's  re-marriage :  (1)  Raj- 
put Musalmdn,  ^2)  Gaurwa  Musahndn,  (3)  Sayad. 

The  following  say  it  is  only  lately  that  widows  have 
married  again:  (1)  Beloch,  (2)  Shekh,  (3)  Pathan,^(4) 
Mughal,  (5)  Khdiizdda. 

Among  these  and  the  other  Musalmdn  tribes,  when  a 
widow  remarries,  she  does  not  go  through  the  full  shddiceve^ 
mony,  but  is  married  by  the  simple  nikdh  only. 

Question  16. — ^Is  marriage  ever  presumed  from  cohabitation, 
t*       f  although    the    full    ceremony     ipay     not    have 

^^resump  ion  o  mar-  ^^^^  performed  ?  If  so,  amongst  what  castes  of 
tribes  ? 

Answer  16. — Among  aU  Hindu  tribes  which  do  not  prao-* 
tise  kardo,  marriage  is  never  presumed  from  cohabitation 
only.  The  regular  ceremonies  must  be  known  to  have  been 
performed. 

Note. — Owing  to  the  elaborate  ceremonies  of  marriage 
and  the  assembling  of  the  brotherhood  to  witness  them, 
there  can  never  be  any  doubt  as  to  whether  the  ceremonies 
have  been  performed  or  not. 

Among  all  Musalmin  tribes  marriage  is  never  presumed 
from  cohabitation  only.  The  fdkdh  must  be  known  to  have 
been  perfomxed. 

Among  the  Hindii  tribes  which  allow  re-marriage  of 
vidows,  cohabitation  of  a  widow  with  her  husband's  brother 
is  presumptive  proof  of  a  kardo  marriage ;  and  the  offspring 
of  9uch  cohabitation  is  legitimate. 

No  doubt  among  such  tribes  marriage  is  often  presumed 
from  the  cohabitation  of  a  widow  with  a  stranger. 


PART  I,— SECTION  IV. 

GUAKDUKSHIF  AND  MlNG&lTT^ 

Qneslim  i.-^Is  a  father  at  liberty  to  appoint  by  ti^stament  or  others- 
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Appointment  ^^®®  whomsoever  he  will  to  be  after  his  decease 

'  '  the  guardian  of  his  minor  children? 

Answer  l.^^A  father  can  appomt  any  one  he  pleases  of 
his  own  or  the  mother's  family  to  be  after  his  decease  the 
guardian  of  his  minor  children.  No  written  testament  is 
necessary  (Edjpiit,  Khdnzdda,  Beloch,  Meo,  Gtijar,  Ahir). 

No  clear  custom  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,,  Pathdn,  Brdh-  ^ 

man,  Banya,  Bhtisar,  Kdyath,  Jdt  MussSmdn,  MallAh,  Fakir,  \ 

Taga,  3&t  Hindu). 

Note. — Instances  of  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  by 
the  father  are  very  rare ;  and  still  more  rare  is  it  for  him  to 
appoint  any  but  a  near  relative  of  his  own. 

Q^i^stion  j9.-*-State  upon  whom  the  guardianship  of  the  person  and 
Guardians  without  property  of  a  minor  successively  devolves  if  no 
appointment.  appointment  be  made  by  the  father. 

Is  any  distinction  made  as  to  the  property  of  the  minor  where  the 
guardian  is  a  female  ? 

Does  the  right  of  guardianship  of  a  female  minor  always  carry  with 
it  the  right  of  disposing  of  her  in  marriage  7 

Answer  2. — If  no  appointment  be  made  by  the  father,  the 
guardianship  of  the  person  and  property  of  a  minor  suc- 
cessively devolves  on  (1)  the  mother,  for  the  person  only, 
(2)  the  father's  father,  (3)  the  elder  brother,  if  of  age,  (4) 
the  father's  brother,  (5)  the  father's  brother's  son,  (6)  the 
paternal  grandfather's  brother,  (7)  the  son  of  (6),  and  sa  on^ 
as  the  inheritance  would  descend. 

The  guardian  of  the  person  is  guardian  of  the  property 
also,  except  where  the  mother  is  the  guardian.    . 

The  right  of  guardianship  of  a  female  minor  always 
carries  with  it  the  right  of  disposing  of  her  in  iloarriagey 
except  where  the  mother  is  the  guardiaii. 

(Rdjptit,  Khdnzdda,  Beloch,  Shekh,  Sayad,  Mughal,^ 
Pathdn,  Ahir,  Gaurwa,  K^yath,  Banya,  Dhdsar,  Taga,  Mai-* 
Idh,  Agri,  Fakir,  Jdt  Musalm4n.) 

Among  Gtjjars,  Jdts,  Br^hmans,  and  Meos,  the  same, 
except  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  father's  father  and  elder 
brother-  of  full  age,  the  mother  manages  the  property  of  the' 
minor  also,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  father's  relatives,  1 

who  can  prevent  her  from  injuring  it  permanently.  , 

Notes. — ^As  to  the  right  of  disposing  of  a  female  minor 
in  marriage,  see  sections  II  and  III. 

Sometimes  the  mother,  generally  with  the  consent  of  the 
father's  relatives,  appoints  some  relative  of  her  own  to  be  her 
agent  in  managing  the  property  of  the  minor. 
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^  .         •.  Qtteslion  3.— Define  the  diflPerent  descriptiona 

dasMS  of  guardUns.        «*    ^     i*  t 

^  of  guardians^  if  any. 

Answer  3. — ^There  are  no  diflferent  descriptions  of  guar- 
dians  known,  except  guardians  of  the  person  and  guaidians 
of  the  property,  as  ahove  detailed.     (All  tribes.) 

POWEBS  OF   OUAEDIANS. 

Question  4. — ^To   what    extent,   under  what  conditions,  for  what 
^.     ^  purposes,    can    guardians  alienate   the   propei'ty, 

moveable  or  immoveable,  of  their  wards  by  sale, 
gift,  or  mortgage  ? 

May  a  guardian  lease  the  property  of  his  ward?  If  so,  'Jor  what 
period? 

Answer  4. — A  guardian  can,  in  case  of  necessity,  such  as 
for  the  expenses  of  a  marriage  or  funeral  ceremony,  alienate 
by  sale,  gift,  or  mortgage  the  moveable  property  of  his  ward. 

A  guardian  may  lease  the  property  of  his  wards,  move- 
able or  immoveable.  There  is  no  fixed  period  beyond  which 
he  may  not  lease  it.     (All  tribes.)  , 

A  guardian  cannot  alienate  by  sale  or  gift  the  immove« 
able  property  of  his  ward.     (All  tribes.) 

A  guardian  can,  in  case  of  urgent  necessity,  such  as  to 
pay  the  Government  revenue,  mortgage  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty of  his  ward  (Ahir,  Beloch,  Shekh,  Fathdn,  Meo,  Brdh- 
man,  Gtijar,  Jdt  Hindti  and  Musalmdn,  Banya,  Dhtisar, 
Taga,  Mallah,  Fakir,  Kdyath). 

A  guardian  cannot  mortgage  the  immoveable  property 
of  his  ward  (Rdjptit,  Gaurwa,  Khdnzdda,  Sayad,  Mughal). 

Note. — ^Probably,  in  case  of  dire  necessity,  if  all  the  male 
relatives  agreed  and  it  were  done  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  ward,  the  guardian  might  even  sell  a  portion  of  the 
ward's  land  to  save  the  rest.  There  are  a  few  instances  of 
this  having  been  done. 

Question  5.-*As  regards  the  moveable  property  of  the  minor,  state 
^    .     .  to  what  extent  the  contracts  of  the  G:uardian  are 

considered  binding. 
Are  they  binding  whether  or  no  they  be  beneficial  to  the  minor,  or 
whether  or  no  they  be  made  under  manifest  necessity  ? 

Answer  5.— The  contracts  of  a  guardian  affecting  the 
moveable  property  of  his  ward  are  binding  whether  or  no 
they  turn  out  beneficial  to  the  minor,  and  whether  or  no 
they  be  made  under  manifest  necessity,  provided  they  be 
made  in  good  faith.     (All  tribes.) 
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Question  6.— Who  is  entitled  to  the .  custody  of  a  married  female 
Custod  infant  whose  father  and  husband  are  aKve? 

Answer  6. — ^The  father  is  entitled  to  the  custody  of  a 
married  female  infant  until  the  gaund  has  taken  place ;  af- 
ter that  the  hushand  and  his  family  are  entitled  to  her  cus- 
tody.    (All  tribes.)  ^ 

Note. — After  the  marriage,  the  girl  returns,  after  a  few  \ 

days'  stay  with  the  bridegroom,  to  her  own  father's  house ; 
and  when  both  parties  have  attained  puberty,  she  is  carried 
in  a  procession,  called  the  gawidy  ch&ldy  khanddwd,  bahard, 
or  muhldwdy  to  her  husband's  house,  and  finally  deposited 
with  him.  It  seems  that  the  husband  may  demand  posses- 
sion of  the  girl  when  she  attains  puberty. 

The  betrothal  is  looked  on  as  a  contract  to  transfer  the 
ownership  of  the  girl  to  the  boy's  family.  The  marriage 
does  transfer  the  ownership ;  and  the  gaund  transfers  the 
possession.  Thereafter  the  girl's  family  have  no  claim  on 
her. 

Question  7. — If  a  widow,  being  the  guardian  of  her  minor  child 
remarry,  will  the'  widow's  right  of  guardianship 
"  ^^^  cease  ?  On  her  again  becoming  a  widow,  will  it 

revive  ? 

Answer  7. — If  a  widow,  being  the  guardian  of  her  minor 
child,  remarry,  the  widow's  right  of  guardianship  ceases; 
and  the  father's  relatives  become  the  guardians.  On  her 
again  becoming  a  widow « the  right  of  guardianship  of  her 
former  husband's  child  will  not  revive.  (All  tribes  which 
practise  the  remarriage  of  widows.) 

Powers  op  Mindes. 

Question  8. — May  a  minor  acquire  property  independently  of  parents 
or  ^ardians  ? 

Acquisition.  ^ 

Amwer  8. — ^A  minor  cannot,  except  by  gift,  acquire  pro- 
perty independently  of  parents  or  guardians.     (All  tribes.) 

Question  9. — To  what  extent  are  the  contracts  of  minors,  made  inde-  ^ 

pendently  of  parents  or  guardians,  binding  ? 

Answer  9, — Contracts  made  by  minors  independently  of 
parents  or  guardians  are  not  binding.     (All  tribes.) 

Question  10, — Is  a  minor    whose  father   is  dead,  and    who  has  in- 

^  ,      , ,  ^,  herited  the  father's   estate,   liable  for  the  father's 

Debts  of  father.  ^^^^^  y 
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If  such  debts  ai*e  not  payable  till  the  minor  come  of  age,  can  the 
property  inherited  be  alienated  in  the  interval  ? 

Anstoer  10. — A  minor  who  has  inherited  his  father's 
estate  is  liable  for  his  father's  debts.  Such  debts  are  not 
payable  till  the  minor  comes  of  age ;  and  the  property  in- 
herited cannot  be  alienated  in  the  interval.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — No  instance  of  a  son's  giving  up  his  ancestral 
estate  on  the  ground  that  the  assets  were  exceeded  by  the 
debts.  Probably,  if  the  creditors  agreed,  part  of  the  estate 
might  be  alienated  in  the  interval  for  necessities. 

Question   ii.— Are  females,  whether  minors  or  adults^  always  under 

«,,,..  ffiiardianship ?  Upon   whom   does   the   guardian- 

OuardianBhip  of  women.      ®,  .        n    t^K  •   j     /ax  •   j     /•        i 

ship  of   (1)  an  unmarned,  (^)  a  married^  female 

successively  devolve  ? 

Answer  11. — An  unmarried  female  (not  a  widow),  whe- 
ther minor  or  adult,  is  always  to  the  fullest  extent  under  the 
guardianship  of  her  father,  or,  if  he  be  dead,  some  relative 
in  the  order  given  in  answer  2.  A  married  female  is  always 
under  the  guardianship  of  her  husband  while  he  lives. 
(All  tribes.) 

A  widow,  whether  minor  or  adult,  is  always  under  the 
guardianship  of  her  husband's  family  (Rajptit,  Khanzada, 
Gaurwa,  Banya,  Dhdsar,  Kayath,  Taga,  Fakir,  Jat  Musal- 
man,  Mallah). 

A  widow  is  to  some  extent  under  the  guardianship  of  her 
husband's  brothers  or  near  relatives  in  the  order  of  mherit- 
ance.  She  cannot  marry  again,  or  betroth  her  children,  or 
alienate  her  immoveable  property,  without  consulting  them ; 
but  she  can  arrange  about  her  moveable  property,  and  can 
do  much  in  her  own  name  for  herself  and  her  cliildren,  some- 
times appointing  a  relative  of  her  own  as  agent.  (Meo, 
Ahlr,  Brahman,  Gtizar,  Jat,  Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Pathan, 
Mughal.) 

Question  12. — As  regards  capacity  to  act  in  marriage,  dower,  divorce, 
^       .      f     •     •♦       ^^^  adoption,   up   to   what    age   or   event    does 
cBsa  ion  o   minon  y.     minQ^j^y  continue  in  the  case  of  (1)   male,   (2)  fe- 
male, children  ? 

Answer  12. — ^There  is  no  fixed  age  or  event  at  which 
minority  terminates,  but  a  boy  or  girl  is  generally  consi- 
dered to  be  of  age  when  the  signs  of  puberty  distinctly  show 
themselves.     (All  tribes. ) 

Note. — ^They  say  that  a  boy  becomes  of  age  about  18,  and 
a  girl  about  15. 
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Question  1^.— Who  have  the'preferential  claim  to  the  gpiiardianship  of 
Onardianship  of  bas-    illegitimate  children— the  mother  aiid  her  relativeSi 
^tards.  or  the  father  and  his  relatives  ? 

Answer  13. — There  are  different  degrees  of  illegitimacy. 

(i).  The  child  whose  father  is  unknown,  or  the  child  of 
an  unmarried  girl.  This  is  considered  abominahle  {hardm). 
The  woman  and  child  are  expelled,  the  child  being  left  to 
the  woman's  care  and  the  father  having  no  claim.  Such 
cases  are,  owing  to  the  universal  custom  of  early  marriages, 
very  rare. 

{8).  The  child  of  a  kept  concubine  among  Ahirs,  R^jptits, 
and  other  tribes  which  allow  concubinage.  This  is  called 
s^uraitwdl  (from  surait,  a  concubine);  and  the  father  and  his 
relatives  have  the  right  to  its  guardianship,  but  it  does  not 
inherit. 

(5).  The  child  of  a  widow  whom  the  father  might  marry 
by  kardo  or  nikdh.  This  is  generally  considered  legitimate 
and  inherits ;  and  the  father  is  entitled  to  its  guardianship. 


PART  II.— SECTION  I. 

General  Rules  of  Inhbbitaj^ce. 

A. —  WAere  there,  are  male  lineal  deecendants. 
Question  i.— If  a  man  die  leaving  a  widow  or  widows^  a  son  or  sons, 
.  a  daughter  or  daughters^  brothers^  and  other  rela- 

Suocession  o  boob,         tives,  upon  whom  will  the  inheritance  devolve? 

Answer  1. — If  there  be  a  son  or  sons,  or  their  male  lineal 
descendants  through  males,  they  will  inherit  on  the  death  of 
the  father. 

Note. — ^Where  the  custom  of  mdan  bat  prevails,  if  there 
be  a  childless  widow  and  sons  by  another  widow,  sometimes 
(but  rarely)  the  childless  widow  may  take  a  life-interest  in 
the  share  of  her  husband's  land  which  would  have  gone  to 
her  son  had  she  any. 

Question  8. — If  there  be  more  sons  than  one. 
Shares  of  gona.  will  they  take  equal  shares  ? 

If  the  sons  do  not  take  equal  shares,  state  upon  what  principle  the 
shares  are  regulated. 

(1)  Is  any  regard '  had  to  uterine  descent  ?    Are  the  shares  in  the 

inheritance  distributed  according  to  the  number  of  mothers  ? 

(2)  Is  any  regard  had  to  the  caste  or  tribe  of  the  mother,  so  that 

the  sons  by  a  wife  of  a  high  caste,  or  of  the  same  caste  or 
tribe  with  the  father,  take  larger  shares  than  the  sons  by  the 
wife  of  a  low  caste  or  of  a  different  caste  or  tribe  ? 
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(3)   Is  any   regard  had  to  the  age  of  the  sons^  so  that  (l)*the 
eldest  son^  (2)  the  youngest  son^  would  take  a  greater  or  less 
•     share  than  his  brethren  ? 

Answer  2. — ^Where  the  sons  inherit,  and  there  are  more 
sons  than  one — 

( t)  Age. — In  no  trihe  is  any  regard  paid  to  the  age  of 
the  sons  so  that  the  eldest  or  youngest  son  should  take  more 
or  less  than  his  brothers.  As  far  as  age  is  concerned,  all 
share  equally. 

{2)  Oaste. — In  no  tribe  is  any  regard  had  to  the  caste  or 
tribe  of  the  mother,  provided  that  she  was  of  a  tribe  with 
which  marriage  is  permissible.  So  far  as  the  caste  of  the 
mother  is  concerned,  all  the  sons  share  equally. 

Note. — ^There  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  son  of  a 
Bdjput  Musalm&n  by  a  woman  of  another  tribe  whom  he 
has  married  by  nikdh  woxQd  inherit  or  not.  The  B/ajpiits 
say  he  would  not. 

(3)  Vtprine  descent. — No  regard  is  paid  to  uterine  de- 
scent. All  the  legitimate  sons,  whether  descended  from  the 
same  or  different  mothers,  take  equal  shares  (Banya,  Dhtisar, 
Taga,  Kdyath,  Agri,  Malldh,  Jat  Hindu  and  Musalman, 
Paklr,  Brahman,  Gtijar,  Gaurwa,  Meo,  KhanzadS,  Sayad, 
Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathdn,  Beloch,  Ahir,  and  some  families  of 
Rajputs).  But  generally  among  the  Rajptits,  among  a  few 
families  of  Ahirs  (the  same  who  do  not  allow  the  remarriage  of 
widows),  and  a  few  villages  of  J6ts,  and  here  and  there  among 
the  Meos,  Khanzadas,  and  Beloch,  the  inheritance  is  divided 
among  the  sons  according  to  the  number  of  mothers,  the  sons, 
however  few,  of  one  mother  taking  as  much  as  the  sons, 
however  many,  of  another. 

Note. — ^As  this  custom  of  mdon  bat,  or  division  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  mothers,  is  very  rare  in  comparison 
with  the  custom  of  bhdiyon  bat,  or  division  according  to 
the  number  of  sons  without  regard  to  the  number  of 
mothers  ;  and  as  it  seems  contrary  in  a  sense  to  equity,  and 
no  reasonable  ground  can  be  assigned  for  the  anomaly,  very 
clear  proof  of  the  custom  should  be  required  before  it  is 
allowed. 

The  only  case  of  inheritance  in  which  regard  is  paid  to 
the  age  of  the  son  is  in  the  devolution  of  the  office  of  head- 
man. This  goes  strictly  in  the  eldest  branch ;  so  much  so 
that  if  the  eldest  son  of  the  deceased  headman  be  dead  or 
unfit,  it  will  go  to  his  eldest  son,  though  a  minor,  in  pre- 
ference to  his  younger  brother.      (Indeed  the  people  often 
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wisi  th6  childless  widow  of  a  headman  to  enjoy  the  emolu- 
ments and  hold  the  office  for  her  lifetime.) 

Qneslion  ^.'•-Can  a  father  in  his  lifetime  nominate  a  particular  son 
T  't  h&iA,  *®  *^®  ^^  person  to  take  a  larger  share  than  his 

brethren  after  the  father^s  decease. 

Answer  3. — A  father  cannot  in  his  lifetime  nominate  a 
particular  son  as  the  fit  person  to  take  a  larger  share  than 
his  brothers  after  the  father's  decease.      (All  tribes.) 

Question  4. — When  an  estate  has  been  held  jointly  by  a  father  and  his 
sons,  and  is  distributed  amongst  them  upon  his 
cquwi  ion  0  bohb,  decease,  are  acquisitions  made  by  the  sons  exempt 
from  distribution ;  or  will  all  the  sons  share  in  all  the  joint  estate^  move- 
able or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whether  or  no  any  part  of 
such  estate  have  been  acquired  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  sons,  or  have 
devolved  upon  any  one  or  more  of  them  by  right  of  inheritance  in  the 
female  line  or  through  a  female  ? 

Answer  4. — When  an  estate  has  been  held  jointly  by  a 
father,  and  his  sons,  and  is  distributed  amongst  them  upon 
bis  decease,  all  the  sons  share  in  all  the  joint  estate,  moveable 
or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  without  exception 
(Brdhman,  Gtijdr,  Jdt  Hindti  and  Musalmdn,  a  few  Rajptit 
gSts,  Mallah,  and  generally  among  Ahir,  Beloch,  Meo, 
Taga.)  The  same,  except  property  acquired  by  one  of  the 
sons  only  from  his  mother  oi  wife's  relatives,  which  is  ex- 
empt from  distribution  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Pathan, 
Gaurwa,  Dhtisdr,  Banya,  Kdyath,  Fakir,  Kh&nz&da,  gene- 
rally among  Edjptits,  and  sometimes  among  Ahir,  Beloch, 
Meo,  Taga.) 

Note. — It  may  be  taken  as  an  almost  universal  rule  that 
on  partition  of  a  joint  family  estate  everything  is  brought 
into  partition;  the  idea  being  that  all  the  expenses  of 
equipping  a  son  having  been  paid  from  the  joint  fund,  all  his 
acquisitions  should  go  to  it,  and' the  family,  having  jointly 
borne  the  expenses  of  his  marriage,  should  jointly  share  in 
any  gifts  he  may  thereby  receive.  It  is  rather  as  a  matter 
of  favour  than  of  right  that  one  son  is  sometimes  allowed  to 
keep  what  has  been  acquired  by  him  in  a  special  manner 
without  directly  employing  the  joint  property,  or  a  gift 
made  specially  to  him  or  to  his  wife  by  persons  who  intended 
it  for  their  particular  use  rather  than  for  the  benefit  of  the 
joint  family. 

i?. — Riffit  of  Itepresentation. 

Question  1, — Amongst  male  lineal  descendants.  ^'Where  there  are  male 
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descendants  who  do  not  all  stand  in  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to  the 
deceased^  and  the  persons  through  whom  the  more  remote  are  descended 
from  him  are  dead^  will  the  nearer  descendants  exclude  the  more  remote ; 
or  are  the  more  remote  descendants  entitled  to  succeed  simultaneously 

I  with  the  nearer  descendants  ? 

Answer  1. — ^Where  there  are  male  descendants  who  do 
»  not  all  stand  in  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to  the  deceased, 

and  the  persons  through  whom  the  more  remote  are  descend- 
ed from  him  are  dead,  the  nearer  descendants  do  not  exclude 
the  more  remote  and  the  more  remote  are  entitled  to  succeed 
simultaneously  with  the  nearer  descendants.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Thus,  to  take  the  simplest  case,  the  son  of  a 
deceased  son  is  not  excluded  by  his  uncle, 

I  Question  2. — Per  capita  or  per  stirpes.-^i  in  the  case  stated  in  ques- 

!  tion   1   tke  more  remote  descendants  'succeed  simultaneously  with  the 

i  nearer  descendants^  how  is  the  estate  to  be  divided  ? 

Is  it  to  be  divided  in  equal  shares  amongst  all  the  heirs ;  or  is  it  to 
be  divided  into  such  a  number  of  equal  shares  as  may  correspond  with 
the  number  of  the  male  lineal  descendants  of  the  deceased^  who  either 
stood  in  the  nearest  degree  of  kindred  to  him  at  his  decease^  or^  having 

I  been  of  the  like  degree  of  kindred  to  him,  died  before  him,  leaving  male 

descendants  who  survived  him  ? 

!^  Anmer  5* — ^In  the  case  above  stated  the  estate  is  divided 

into  as  many  equal  shares  as  correspond  with  the  number  of 
sons  alive,  or  who,  though  dead,  have  left  male  lineal  de- 
scendanta.  The  share  of  each  deceased  son  so  calculated  is 
then  similarly  divided  among  his  male  lineal  descendants. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — ^This  is,  of  course,  modified  by  the  custom  of  mdon 
hat.    Where  the  sons  are  of  different  mothers,  their  shares 

I  are  not  necessarily  eqv^l^  but  in  any  case^  whatever  the 

share  of  the  son  .would  have  been  had  he  been  alive  goes  to 
his  male  lineal  descendants  who  represent  him.  The  divi- 
sion is  in  the  fullest  sense  per  stirpes^  and  not  per  capita. 

Question  3. — ^Where   there  is   no   son,   but  where  the  male  lineal 
\  descendants  are   all  grandsons,  or  all  great-grandsons,  will  the  estate  be 

/  divided  equally  amongst  all  such  grandsons  or   great-grandsons   as   the 

I  case  may  be ;  or   will  the  shares  be  allotted  to  the  grandsons  proportion- 

^  ately  to  the   shares  which   the   sons  would  have   taken   had  they  been 

;  living,  or  to  the  great-grandsons  proportionately  to  the  shares  which  the 

grandsons  would  have  taken  had  they  survived  the  deceased  ? 

Answer  3. — ^Although  there  be  no  son  surviving,  and  the 
surviving  male  lineal  descendants  are  all  grandsons  or  all 
great-grandsons,  still  the    shares  are    not  divided  equally 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40  THE  cOdb  of  tbibal  cttstom^ 

among  the  grandsons  or  great-grandsons  as  the  case  may  be, 
but  are  allotted  proportionately  to  the  number  of  sons  whose 
male  lineal  descendants  survive ;  and  each  son's  share  is  simi- 
larly allotted  among  his  male  lineal  descendants.  (All  tribes.) 
Note. — In  the'  fullest  sense  per  stirpes,  and  not  per  capita. 

Question  4.^'Amongst  heirs  in  general. — Do  the  principles  stated  in  ^ 

the  replies  to  questions  1  and  2  apply  to  every  case  of  the  distribution 
of  an  inheritance ;  or  is  there  any  distinction  when  collaterals  inherit ; 
tiiat  is  to  say,  does  a  son  or  grandson  always  take  the  share  his  father 
or  grandfather  would  have  taken,  if  such  father  or  grandfather  had 
survived  the  deceased,  whether  or  no  the  share  descend  lineally  or 
through  a  collateral  relative  ? 

Answer  4. — ^The  principle  of  representation  as  above  stat- 
ed applies  to  every  case  of  a  distribution  of  an  inheritance, 
whether  or  no  the  shares  descend  lineally  or  through  a  colla- 
teral relative,     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — In  the  fullest  sense  per  stirpes.  Thus,  when  a 
man  dies  childless,  and  his  property  goes,  to  his  collateral 
relatives,  a  surviving  brother  does  not  exclude  a  deceased 
brother's  son. 

Question  5.— Does  the  inheritance  successively  devolve  upon  all  male 

CeMation  in     direct     ^^^^  descendants   how   low  soever ;  or  is  there  any 

line.  degree  fixed  in  the  descending  line  within   which, 

if  there  be  no  male  lineal  descendants,   the  inheritance  will  devolve  on 

other  relatives  ? 

If  so,  state  what  the  degree  is. 

Answer  B. — ^The  inheritance  devolves  successively  upon 
all  male  lineal  descendants  through  males  how  low  soever. 
There  is  no  limit  fixed  beyond  which  it  does  not  go  in  the 
descending  line.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — In  no  case  can  a  male  lineal  descendant  through 
males — for  instance  a  great-grandson — ^be  passed  over  in 
favour  of  the  widow  or  a  collateral.  Even  among  the  Hindu 
tribes  in  customs  regarding  succession  no  attention  is  paid  to 
whether  or  not  the  person  inheriting  is  the  person  whose  duty 
and  right  it  is  to  perform  the  funeral  rites,  as  stated  in  the  "^ 

Hindi!  law.  That  question  is  hardly  ever  mixed  up  by  the 
people  with  the  question  of  inheritance.  In  inheritance  the 
general  rule  is  simple.  "  The  succession  goes  to  the  nearest, 
agnates  or  their  representatives.*'  It  will  be  noted,  more 
especially  in  this  section,  that  neither  the  Hindti  nor  the 
Muhammadan  law  is  followed  in  questions  of  succession  by 
the  tribes  of  this  district. 
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C.^^Wh€f€  there  are  no  male  lineal  deeeendants. 

The  Widow. 

Question  1. — If  a  man  die  leaving  a  widow  or  widows^  and  either  a 
j^.        ^  daughter  or  daughters^  or  brother  or  their  de- 

ig    o  w  ow.  scendants,  or  uncles  or  their  descendants^  or  great- 

uncles  or  their  descendantis^  but  no  male  lineal  descendants  within   three 
generations^  upon  whom  will  the  inheritance  devolve  ? 

Amwer  1. — If  there  be  no  male  lineal  descendants  through 
males,  the  widow  inherits  in  preference  to  all  others.  (AU 
tribes.) 

Note. — In  a  few  families  of  Beloch,  it  seems  the  widow 
does  not  inherit,*  and  is  entitled  to  maintenance  only,  but 
this  is  the  only  exception  to  the  otherwise  universal  rule. 

Question  2. — If  the  estate  devolve  upon  the  widow,  define  her  inter- 
Nature  of  widow's  in-    ^st  therein.     What   rights  has  the  widow  to  alie- 
terest.  nate  by  sale,  gift,  mortgage,  or  bequest? 

(1)  Are  there  any  special  circumstances  or  expenses  under  or  on 
account  of  which  alienation  is  permissible  ?     If  so,  what  are  these  ? 

Is  there  any  distinction  in  respect  of  moveable  or  immoveable,  ances- 
tral or  acquired  property ;  or  in  respect  of  alienation  of  the  kindred  of 
the  deceased  husband  ? 

(2)  Supposing  alienation  to  be  permissible,  whose  consent  is  neces- 
sary to  make  it  valid  ? 

Answer  3. — If  the  estate  devolve  upon  the  widow,  her 
interest  is  a  life-interest  only,  but  she  is  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty for  the  time  being. 

A  widow  can  alienate  as  she  pleases  any  of  the  moveable 
property  which  has  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband. 

A  widow  can,  with  the  consent  of  her  husband's  rela- 
tives, alienate  by  sale,  gift,  or  mortgage  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty which  has  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband. 

No  distinction  is  made  between  ancestral  and  acquired 
property^ 

(All  tribes.) 

Note. — The  only  matter  left  doubtful  is  the  widow's 
power  to  alienate  the  immoveable  property  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  husband's  relatives,  who  have  a  reversionary 
interest  in  it  as  next  heirs.  Only  a  few  of  the  Khdnzddas 
and  one  RdjpM  asserted  that  the  widow  has  full  power  to 
alienate  the  immoveable  property  as  she  pleases  without  con- 
sulting any  one ;  and  this  can  hardly  be  accepted.  Among 
almost  all  the  tribes  the  feeling  is  very  strong  that  the  widow 

'  •  This  was  vigorously  asserted  by  tho  BelocUes  of  Jampar.  See  below,  page  258. — C.L.T. 
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should  not,  and  cannot,  alienate  the  immoveahle  property 
without  the  consent  of  her  hushand's  relatives.  Many  in- 
stances are  hrought  forward  in  almost  every  tribe  in  which 
the  widow  sold  or  mortgaged  the  immoveable  property  which 
had  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband ;  and  it  is  at  least 
doubtful  whether  in  all  these  instances  the  consent  of  the 
husband's  relatives  was  obtained.  Still  more  common  is  it 
to  find  the  widow  gifting  the  land,  or  a  part  of  it,  to  her 
daughter's  son  or  husband,  and  thus  preventing  it  from  re- 
verting to  the  husband's  relatives  on  her  death.  Of  most  of 
these  numerous  instances  it  is  asserted  that  the  husband's 
relatives  agreed,  or  that  their  objection  was  wrongly  dis- 
missed by  the  court ;  and  it  is  the  almost  universal  feeling 
that,  except  in  very  special  cases,  the  widow  should  not  he 
allowed  this  liberty.  I  would  consider  it  as  the  universal 
custom,  both  among  Hindds  and  Musalmdns  (for  in  no  tribe 
does  the  Muhammadan  law  on  this  matter  prevaQ)  that  the 
widow  cannot,  except  in  case  of  urgent  necessity,  when  her 
husband's  relatives  cannot,  or  will  not,  help  her  otherwise,  or 
when  they  agree  to  the  alienation,  sell,  mortgage,  or  give 
away  by  gift  or  bequest  any  of  the  immoveable  property 
which  has  devolved  on  her  from  her  husband. 

Question  3. — As  regards  the  right  of  a  Muhammadan  widow  to 
alienate,  is  any  distinction  taken  in  respect  of  her  legal  shares  ? 

Answer  3. — Ab  regards  the  right  of  a  Muhammadan  widow 
to  alienate,  no  distinction  is  taken  in  respect  of  her  legal 
shares.     (All  MusalmAn  tribes.) 

Note. — In  no  tribe  does  a  Muhammadan  widow  take  the 
share  to  which  she  is  entitled  by  the  Muhammadan  law. 

Qfieslion  4. — ^If  there   be  several   widows,   do   they  take   in  equal 
shares?  Is   any  distinction  made  in  respect  of  the 
Shares  of  widows.  ^^^^^  ^f  widows  who  are   not   of  the  same  family 

with  their  deceased  husband  ? 

Answer  4. — If  there  be  several  widows,  they  all  take  in 
equal  shares.  No  distinction  is  made  with  reference  to  the 
family  of  the  widow.  All  with  whom  marriage  is  permis* 
sible  and  who  have  been  properly  married  by  shddi,  kardo^ 
or  nikdh  inherit  equally  a  life-interest.     (All  tribes.) 

Jifote. — It  seems  that  among  the  Musalmdn  Rdjpi^ts  none 
but  a  Rajpiitni  widow  takes  a  life-interest.  Even  though 
married  by  nikdh^  a  woman  of  another  tribe  seems  to  be 
looked  on  as  a  concubine  {mrait).    One  widow  is  excluded 
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by  the  son  or  son's  son  of  another  widow,  except  perhaps 
where  the  custom  of  maan  bat  (division  of  the  inheritance 
by  mothers)  prevails. 

Question  5. — Is  there  any  distinction  in  the  rights  of  widows  based 
_,   ,   .       -    .  _  upon  the  circunastance  whether  the  husband  were 

Exclunon  of  widow.        ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  associated  with  his  brethren  ? 

Answer  5. — ^It  makes  no  difference  in  the  rights  of  a 
widow  whether  her  husband  was  associated  with  his  brothers 
or  not.  She  takes  by  representation  her  hnsband's  share. 
(AU  tribes.) 

Note. — ^Here,  as  in  many  other  important  matters,  uni* 
versal  custom  differs  from  what  is  accepted  as  the  Hindti  law. 

In  all  cases  of  inheritance,  the  widow  of  a  person  who 
would,  if  alive,  have  shared,  and  who  has  died  without  sons 
or  son's  sons,  takes  a  life-interest  in  what  would  have  been 
her  husband's  share. 

-    . ,  Quention  6. — What  is  the   effect   of  unchastity 

of  her  deceased  husband  ? 
In  the  case  of  widows  who  are  not  Hindus^  what  is  the  effect  of  their 
remarriage  ? 

Answer  6.— It  a  widow  be  proved  unchaste,  or  marry 
again,  she  loses  all  right  with  respect  to  the  estate  of  her 
deceased  husband.     (AU  tribes.) 

2>. — Rights  of  daughters  and  their  issue. 

Question  1. — Under  what  circumstances  are  daughters  entitled  to 

c  4!^««v.4.--     inherit?      Are     they  excluded    by  the  sons,  or 

Succession  of  daugnters.     »      ,,         .,  i      xi.  i     i  •    j     j      r  ii. 

by  the  widow,  or  by  the  near  male  kindred^  of  the 

deceased  ?     If  they  are  excluded  by  the  near  male  kindred  is  there  any 

fixed  limit  of  relationship  within  which  such  near  kindred  must  stand 

towards  the  deceased  in  order  to  exclude  his  daughters?     If  so,  how  is 

the  Ijmit  ascertained?      If  this  depends  on  descent  from  a  common 

ancestor,  state  within  how  many  generations  relatively  to  the  deceased 

such  common  ancestor  must  come. 

\^  Answer  1. — A  daughter  is  in  no  case  entitled  to  inherit. 

She  is  excluded  by  the  widow,  or  by  the  sons,  or  by  the 
male  kindred  of  the  deceased,  related  through  males,  of  any 
degree  (Meo,  Khdnzdda,  Beloch,  Pathdn,  Mughal,  Ahir,  Brdh- 
man,  Gtijar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa,  Rdjptit,  Banya,  Dhtisar,  Taga, 
Agri,  Jdt  Musalman,  K&yath,  Fakir,  MaMh). 

Among  Sayads  and  Shekhs  daughters  are  excluded  by 
the  widow  or  by  male  lineal  descendants  through  males  of 


f 


the  father. 
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Notes. — It  is  doubtful  whether  among  the  Shekhs  and 
Sayads  also  the  daughter  is  not  excluded  by  the  male 
collateral  relations  through  males.  But  no  doubt,  among  the 
Sayads  especially,  this  otherwise  universal  custom  has  been 
modified,  probably  by  the  influence  of  Muhammadan  law, 
in  favour  of  the  daughter;  but  nowhere  is  the  Muham- 
madan law  strictly  followed. 

The  general  idea  is,  that  the  daughter  has  a  right  to  be 
suitably  married — nothing  more.  Among  Hindd  tribes  and 
among  some  Musalm&n  tribes,  the  daughter  must  marry 
into  another  gSt^  to  which  tha^af  ter  she  and  her  children 
belong ;  and  as  one  of  the  strongest  feelings  is  that  property 
must  not  leave  the  gdt^  she  and  her  children  have  no  right 
to  inherit  her  father's  property.  Their  rights  to  inherit  are 
confined  to  the  property  of  the  husband's  family,  to  whose 
gdt  they  belong.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  however, 
especially  where  there  are  no  male  lineal  descendants  through 
males,  to  find  a  man  succeeded  by  his  daughter,  son-in-law, 
or  daughter's  son ;  but  this  succession  does  not  seem  to  take 
place  by  right  of  inheritance.  Generally  the  father  has  in  his 
life- time  gone  through  some  form  of  gift  or  adoption  or  sale; 
and  the  male  relations  through  niales  have  given  their 
express  or  tacit  consent.  Among  almost  all  tribes  there  is 
a  very  strong  feeling  that,  even  where  such  a  form  has  been 
gone  through,  the  property  should  not  leave  the  gdty  unless 
the  nearest  agnates,  to  whom  it  would  go  by  inheritance, 
agree  to  let  it  go.  I  would  consider  this  to  be  the  almost 
universal  custom. 

Question  2, — Is  there  any  distinction  as  to  the  rights  of  daughters 
to  inherit  (1)  the  immoveable  or  ancestral^  (2)  the  moveable  or  acquired^ 
property  of  their  father  ? 

Answer  8. — As  regards  the  right  of  the  daughter  to 
inherit,  no  distinction  is  made  between  the  moveable  or 
immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  property  of  the  father. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — Naturally  the  male  relatives  are  more  ready  to 
consent  to  the  daughter's  taking  the  moveable  acquired 
property  of  the  father  than  his  immoveable  or  ancestral 
property. 

Question  3, '^Maintenance  and  marriage. 

(1)  Under  what  circumstances  are  daughters  entitled  to  be  main- 
tained out  of  the  estate  of  their  deceased  father  ? 

(2)  What  is  the  effect  of  (a)  marriage,  (b)  residence  in  a  strange 
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f 

•        * 

village^  upon  the  right  of  the  dauo^hter  to  inherit  or  to  be  maintained  ? 
(8)  If  a  married  daughter  with  her  husband  live  with  the   father  up 
to  his  decease,  can  the  daughter  inherit  ? 

(4)    Can  daughters  who  are  married  and  barren,  or  widowed  and 
without  male  issue,  or  mothers  of  daughters  only,  inherit  the  father's 
i  estate? 

\^  Answer  3.— 

(1)  Unmarried  daughters  are  entitled  to  be  maintained 
out  of  the  estate  of  their  deceased  father  until  they  are 
suitably  married, 

(2)  The  right  of  the  daughter  to  be  maintained  is  lost 
by  her  marriage  or  residing  in  a  strange  village. 

(3)  It  makes  no  difference  in  the  right  of  the  daughter 
to  inherit,  whether  she  be  married  or  reside  in  a  strange 
village,  or  be  married  and  barren,  or  widowed  and  without 
male  issae,  or  mother  of  daughters  only,  or  whether  she  and 
the  husband  reside  with  the  father  up  to  his  decease. 

Note. — There  is  hardly  an  instance  in  which  a  girl  is 
not  married  sooner  or  later ;  and  it  is  her  right  to  be  suitably 
i,  married. 

As  a  general  rule,  in  no  case  is  a  daughter  entitled  to 
inherit ;  but  there  is  more  chance  of  a  daughter's  succeeding 
^  with  the  tacit  or  express  consent  of  the  father's  relatives 

r  if  she  live  with  her  father  and  have  a  son. 

Question  4. — What  is  the  nature  of  the  interest  taken  by  a  daughter 
Natare  of  daogbten*     in  the  property  she  inherits  ?      Define  I)er  rights 
interest.  of  alienation,  if  any,  by  sale,  gift,  mortgage,  or 

bequest. 

Answer   4. — ^When  a  daughter  is  allowed  to  succeed, 

whether  by  tacit  consent,  by  gift,  or  in  any  other  way,  her 

interest  is  more  than  a  life-interest,  and,  in  fact,  seems  almost 

I  equivalent  to  that  of  a  male  owner,  subject,  however,  to  the 

I  control  of  her  husband.    The  land  does  not  on  her  death  lapse 

I  to  her  father's  relatives,  but  descends  to  her  sons. 

i  ,>     1.^    ..  Question  5. — After   daughters,  do  daughters' 

Dnnghte™' issue.  sonsBacceed? 

If  so,  is  the  property  equally  divided  amongst  all  the  sons  of  several 
daughters ;  or  are  the  sliares  proportioned  to  the  number  of  daughters 
who  leave  sons  ? 

Answer  6. — Daughters'  sons  are  not  entitled  to  inherit. 
(All  tribes,  except  Sayads  and  Shekhs). 

Failing  daughters,  daughters'  sons  succeed,  taking  by 
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representation  shares  proportioned  to  the  numher  of  daugh- 
ters who  have  sons  (Sayads  and  Shekhs). 

Note. — As  with  daughters,  so  with  daughters',  sons.  Al- 
though never  entitled  to  inherit,  they  are  often  permitted  to 
succeed  their  maternal  grandfather  by  gift  or  by  simple  con- 
sent of  the  heirs.  The  custom  of  allowing  land  to  go  to 
a  daughter's  son  in  default  of  a  son  is  increasing.  Here, 
too,  the  custom  of  representation  generally  prevails,  but  not 
imiversally,  as  the  succession  is  rather  by  consent  than  of 
right. 

E. — Olker  RelativeM. 

I. — Parents. 

Question  L — When  a  man  dies  leaving  no  male  lineal  descendants, 
no  widow,  and  no  daughters  or  daughters'  sons. 
Mother  an    a   er.         upon    whom    will    the    inheritance   successively 
devolve  ? 

Answer  1. — ^Failing  male  lineal  descendants  through 
males  and  widows,  in  all  tribes  except  Sayads  and  Shekhs, 
the  inheritance  devolves  successively  on  the  following 
relatives : — 

{a)  Where  the  custom  of  bhdiyon  bdt  prevails  (see  In- 
heritance, answer  2) — 

(1)  the  father ;  (2)  the  brothers  and  their  male  lineal 
descendants  through  males,  and  their  widows, 
if  sonless ; 

{3)  the  mother;  (4)  the  father's  father ; 

(6)  the  paternal  uncles  and  their  male  lineal  descendants 
through  males ; 

(6)  the  father's  mother ;  (7)  the  father's  paternal  uncles 
and  their  male  lineal  descendants  through  males, 
&c.,  &c., — to  the  male  agnates  only. 

(J)  Where  the  custom  of  mdon  bat  prevails  (see  Inherit- 
ance, answer  2) — 

(1)  the  father ;  (2)  the  full-brothers  and  their  male  lineal 

descendants  through  males,  and  their  widows,  if 

sonless ; 
(3)  the  mother ;   (4)  the  step-brothers  and  their  male 

lineal    descendants    through    males,  and  their 

widows,  if  sonless ; 
(6)  the  step-mother ;  (6)  the  father's  father ;   (7)  the 

paternal  uncles  and  their  male  lineal  descendants 
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through  males,  &c.,  &c.,  in  the  same  way — to  male 
agnates  only. 
Among  the  Sayads  and  Shekhs  there  is  no  clear  custom, 
save  that  the  brothers  and  their  male  lineal 
descendants  take,  and,  failing  them,  probably 
the  sisters  and  their  descendants  (but  this  is 
doubtful). 

Note. — It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  of  succession 
is  quite  consistent  throughout,  only  the  male  agnates  taking 
in  full  possession,  the  widow  of  any  one  who  would,  if  alive, 
have  had  a  share,  taking  that  share  for  L'fe,  before  it  goes  to 
a  higher  generation,  and  the  person  of  a  higher  generation 
taking  it  before  it  goes  through  him  to  persons  of  the  same 
or  a  lower  generation.  It  should  be  particularly  noticed 
that,  in  all  cases,  the  sonless  widow  of  a  person  who  would, 
if  alive,  have  shared,  takes  a  life-interest  in  what  her  hus- 
band's share  would  have  been.  Thus,  a  grandson's  widow 
would  take  a  life-interest  in  an  equal  share  with  the  other 
grandsons  by  the  same  son,  and,  if  there  were  no  other  lineal 
descendant,  would  take  a  life-interest  in  the  whole  property 
before  it  went  to  the  brothers. 

i  Question  S. — When  the  estate  devolves  upon  the  mother  of  the 

1^  nw  ^v.  -»  *  L      L  deceased,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  interest  she 

Mother's  interest.  •        o      t\  £       u  c     ^'        i-  r\ 

acquires  ?     Define  her  powers   of  alienation.     On 

the  death  of  the   mother,  will  the  property  devolve  on  the  heirs  of  the 

son  or  on  her  heirs  ? 

Answer  3. — When  the  estate  devolves  on  the  mother  of 
the  deceased,  she  tak6s  only  a  life-interest,  and  has  the  same 
powers  that  the  widow  has. 

After  the  mother's  death,  the  estate  devolvjes  on  the  heirs 
of  the  son,  not  on  her  heirs. 

(AU  tribes.) 

I  II. — Brotmbes  and  their  issue. 

I  Question  1. — When  the  property  devolves  on  brethren,  what,  if  any, 

I  IT.*  *    *         .  ^-  regard  is    paid    (1)    to   uterine   desceut,    (2)    to 

f  Effects  of  associatioD.  ^     •   .•       o       t\  i.     •  ^-   ^    i      i_     / 

^  associatiour      Do    uterine     associated     brethren 

exclude  all  others? 

In  what  order  succeed— 

(i)  unassociated  brethren  of  the  whole  blood ; 
(ii)  associated  brethren  of  the  half-blood ; 
(iii)  uuassociated  brethren  of  the  half-blood ; 

If  a  man  die  leaving  a  uterine  brother  separated  and  a  half-brother 
associated,  how  will  these  two  inherit  ? 
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Answer  1. — In  the  distribution  of  the  immoveable  pro* 
perty,  no  regard  is  paid  to  the  fact  of  association  or  non- 
association.     (All  tribes.) 

Where  the  custom  of  mdon  hat  prevails,  the  full-brothers 
exclude  the  half-brothers  from  succession  to  the  immoveable 
property.  Where  the  custom  of  hhdiyon  bat  prevails,  full- 
brothers  and  half-brothers  share  alike  in  the  immoveable 
property.     (Probably  all  tribes.) 

Question  S. — ^When  a  man  dies  leaving  associated  brethren  or  an- 
associated  brethren,  and  the  property  devolves  on  his  brethren,  have  the 
associated  brethren  any  preferential  claim  to  acquired  property,  move- 
able or  immoveable,  or  to  ancestral  moveable  property  ? 

Answer  2. — ^When  the  property  devolves  on  the  brothers, 
no  distinction  is  made  between  ancestral  and  acquired  pro- 
perty; but  the  associated  brothers,  whether  of  the  same 
mother  or  not,  take  all  the  moveable  property.  (Probably 
aU  tribes.) 

Note. — There  is  some  doubt  whether  among  the  Brdh- 
mans,  Gfaurwas,  Sayads,  Shekhs,  Pathdns,  and  Mughals, 
the  associated  brother  would  exclude  the  unassociated 
from  a  share  in  the  moveable  property.  His  sharing  or  not 
sharing  seems  partly  to  depend  on  whether  or  not  he  paid 
a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  funeral  feast  {kdj).  No  doubt 
the  court  would  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances 
of  the  previous  partition,  and  would  consider  acquired 
immoveable  property  as  similar  to  moveable  property. 

Question  3. — In  defanlt  of  brethren,  does  the  property  devolve  upon 

«_^v  -,  •  their  sons  ? 

Brother's  issue. 

Answer  3. — In  default  of  brothers,  the  property  devolves 
on  their  sons  or  male  lineal  descendants  through  males,  the 
sons  of  a  deceased  brother  taking  by  representation  along 
with  the  surviving  brothers.     (All  tribes.) 

III. — Sisters  and  thbib  issui. 

Question  1, — Does  the  property  ever  devolve  upon  sistei^,  or  npon 
sisters'  sons  ?    If  upon  sisters'  sons,  how  are  their  shares  computed? 

Answer  1. — Sisters  and  their  sons  are  in  no  case  entitled 
to  inherit.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Perhaps,  following  the  analogy  of  the  datlghter's 
case,  among  the  Shekhs  and  Sayads,  the  sister  or  sister's 
son  might  have  a  right  to  inherit  in  the  absence  of  male 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


GUKGAON   DISTRICT.  49 

descendants  throngh  males  of  the  same  grandfather ;  but  in 
no  ease  is  the  Muhaminadan  law  of  sharer  and  residuary  as 
regards  the  sister  acted  on. 

See  note  on  "  daughter."  Generally  speaking,  neither  has 
any  right  to  inherit ;  but  the  consent  of  the  heirs  (agnates)  to 
the  succession  of  the  daughter  or  daughter's  son  is  more 
likely  than  in  that  of  the  sister  or  sister's  son. 

IV,— Thb  Husband. 

Question  1. — Where  a  wife  dies  holding  property  iD  her  own  right, 
is  the  husband  entitled  to  such  property,  or  any  part  of  it  ? 

Anmjoer  1. — When  a  wife  dies  holding  property  in  her 
own  right,  the  husband  succeeds  in  default  of  sons  or  sons' 
sons  (Meo,  Beloch,  Mughal,  Pathan,  Brdhman,  Gtijar,  Jat, 
Banya,  Dhtisar,  Kdyath,  Malldh,  J&t  Musalmdn,  Taga, 
Fakir). 

The  husband  succeeds  in  default  of  issue,  whether  male 
or  female  (Shekhs  and  Sayads). 

The  husband  succeeds  (Ahlr,  EMnzdda,  Bdjpdt,  and 
Gaurwa). 

Note. — ^The  husband  takes  either  all  or  none  at  all.  He 
never  takes  a  share  only  as  prescribed  in  the  Muhammadan 
law. 

V,— The  Stepson. 

Question  i.^-Cau  the  son  by  a  former  marriage  of  a  woman  who 

Inhe 'tanoe  contjracts  a  second  marriage  inherit  from   (1)    his 

natural   father,    (2)     his    stepfal  her  ?      If    from 

His  stepfather,  is  his  share  equal  to,  or  less  than,  that  of  his  stepfather's 

own  sons  ? 

Answer  1. — ^The  son  by  a  former  marriage  of  a  woman 
who  contracts  a  second  marriage  is  entitled  to  inherit  from 
his  natural  father.  He  has  no  right  to  inherit  from  his 
stepfather.     (All  tribes  having  any  custom  on  the  point.) 

Question  3, — Is  any  distinction  taken  as  regards  the  stepson,  (i)  if  he 
be  not  born  till  after  the  second  marriage  of  his  mother ;  (ii)  if  the  step- 
father in  his  lifetime  assign  him  a  share  by  deed  ? 

Answer  2. — No  distinction  is  made  in  the  stepson's  right 
to  inherit  whether  or  not  he  be  born  before  the  second  mar- 
riage of  his  mother,  and  whether  or  not  the  stepfather  assign 
to  him  in  his  lifetime  a  share  by  deed.  (All  tribes  having 
any  custom  on  the  point.) 
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QHesCion  3.^  Are  stepsons  entitled  to  be  maintained  by  their  step-- 
MainUnance.  ^^^^"^^^     If  80,  tiU  what  age  ? 

Answer  d.-^Stepsons  are  entitled  to  be  maintained  by 
their  stepfather  until  able  to  maihtaHi  tiiemsdyes.  (AU 
tribes.) 

Note. — Although  the  stepson,  not  being  an  agnate  of 
his  stepfather,  has  no  right  to  inherit  his  property,  there  are 
instances  in  which,  by  consent  of  the  agnatic  heirs  in  defer- 
ence to  the  wishes  of  the  stepfather,  the  stepson  has  been 
allowed  to  take  a  share  generally  less  than,  but  sometimes 
equal  to,  the  share  he  would  have  taken  had  he  been  a 
natural  son.  I  consider  that  the  agnatic  heirs  have  the  right 
to  forbid  this  as  regards  the  immoyeable  property ;  but  the 
stepson  has  a  better  chance  of  being  allowed  to  keep  a  share 
if  the  stepfather  has  by  gift  during  his  lifetime  put  him  in 
possession.  Generally  the  stepson  is  expelled  by  the  sons 
after  the  stepfather's  death. 

•  F. —  Where  there  are  no  Selaiivee. 

Question  i.-— Enamerate  in  the  order  of  their  snocession  the  persons 
Order  of  raccMsioB        entitled  to  the  estate  of  a  man  who  dies  intestate 
leaving  no  relations. 

Answer  1. — No  instance  known  of  a  man's  having  died 
leaving  no  relatives.     (All  tribes.) 

Note.—ThiQ  members  of  village  communities  are  always 
so  closely  interrelated,  and  are  so  particular  about  their  pedi- 
grees, that  it  is  hardly  conceivable  that  a  man  should  not  be 
able  to  trace  his  relatives.  The  general  rule  is  that  the  heirs 
are  the  nearest  male  agnates,  however  remote.  These  must 
necessarily  be  of  the  same  gdt  with  the  deceased.  In  a  case^ 
however,  in  which  a  man  had  received  land  from  his  father- 
in-law  or  maternal  grandfather  in  a  village  different  from  his 
own,  it  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the 
people  that  the  land  should  revert  to  the  original  gdt  and  go 
to  the  village  than  that  it  should  go  to  a  distant  relative  of 
the  last  possessor  in  another  village.  Such  cases,  however, 
are  rare,  and  there  is  no  custom. 

O.'^Aeeetici. 

Question  L — If  a  person  voluntarily  retii^s  from  the  world  and 

Civil  death  of  aBoetics       hecomes  a  member  of  a  religious  order,  what  is 

the  effect  upon  (i)  his  right  to  retain  his  property, 

(ii)  his  right  to  property  acquired  by  inheritance  ?     Upon  whom   will 

devolve  property  which  he  would  have  inherited  if  he  had  not  retired 

fom  the  world? 
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Answer  1. — If  a  person  voluntarily  retires  from  the  world 
and  becomes  a  member  of  a  religious  order,  the  effect  upon 
the  rights  to  retain,  and  acqtiire  by  inheritance,  property  is 
exactly  as  if  he  had  died.  He  cannot  retain  his  property, 
which  goes  to  his  heirs  as  if  he  had  died.  He  cannot  acquire 
property  by  inheritance.  It  will  go  to  the  person  to  whom 
it  would  have  gone  if  he  had  died.  (All  tribes,  whether 
Hindti  or  Musalmdn,  whose  members  become  ascetics.) 

Note. — When  a  man  becomes  a  religious  ascetic,  he 
becomes  civiUy  dead.  Indeed,  sometimes  lus  wife  is  treated 
like  a  widow,  and  marries  again.  Some  say  that  if  an  asce- 
tic before  breaking  his  casta  returns  to  the  world,  he  can 
take  again  his  civil  rights  as  if  he  had  never  gone. 

Chart  showing  the  general  of^der  of  inheritance  where  the  custom  of  bh&ijon 

hskt  prevails, 
XO.  Fftther*!  flithar. , 14.  Fathar'f  mother 


6,  Father.- 


^Koiher. 


4.  Wlft DeoeMed. 


•.  Brother. 


11.  Father*!  brother. 


IS.  Father^a  brother*!  aoa. 


1.   80D. 


8,  Son'aaon. 


8.  Son'a  lon'a  son 
fhow  low  aoerer). 


7.  Brother's  bod.      18.  Fathers  brother's  son's  son  (how  low  loeve/). 
8.  Brother's  son's  son  (how  low  soeyer). 


r 


Note. — This  holds  for  both  Hindus  and  Musalmdns,  except 
perhaps  Shekhs  and  Sayads.  Where  there  are  two  of  one 
class,  they  share  equally,  and  the  right  of  representation 
prevails  to  the  fullest  extent.  No  heir  excludes  the  agnatic 
descendant  or  the  widow  of  another  heir  of  the  same  class. 

Chart  showing  the  general  order  qf  inheritance  where  the  custom  qfmkon  bat 

prevails. 

14.  Father's  Ikther 18,  Father's  mother. 

I 


13.  Father's  wife. — 8.  Father. — 9.  Mother. 


Iff.  Father's  brother. 


10.  Hallbrother.    Deoeased.   —Wife.  1   6.  Foll-brother.    18.  Father's  brother's  son. 
11.  Half-brother's  ion. 


1.  Bon.      7.  Fall  brother's  son.       17.  Father's  brother's  son's  son 
I  I  (how  low  Boeyer). 

18.  Half-brother's  son's  son       3.  Son's  son.    8.  Fall-brother's  son's  son 
(how  low  soerer).  I  (how  low  Boever). 

3.  Son's  son's  son  (how 
low-soeier). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


52  THE   CODE  OF  TBIBAL   CUSTOM^ 

See  note  above.  A  woman  succeeds  only  when  she  is  a 
widow  and  there  is  no  agnatic  descendant  or  widow  of  an 
agnatic  descendant  of  her  husband.  She  takes  a  life-interest 
only,  and  excludes  for  her  lifetime  the  collateral  or  ascending 
agnatic  heirs  of  her  husband. 

No  regard  is  paid  to  the  fact  of  who  offers  oblations  to 
whom,  and  who  performs  whose  funeral  obsequies.  All  that 
is  thought  of  is  agnatic  relationship. 


PART  II.--SECTION  IL 

Adoptiok. 
A. — Who  may  adopt. 

Question  1. — Is  it  necessary  that  the  adopter  should  be  destitute  of 
.  a  son^  a  sou^s  soii^  and  a  son's  grandson  ?     Is  a 

Adoption  by  males.        jaughtcr^s  SOU  a  bar  to  the  right  of  adoption  ? 

Answer  1. — If  a  man  have  a  son,  or  a  son's  son,  or  a  son's 
son's  son,  he  cannot  adopt. 

A  daughter's  son  is  no  bar  to  the  right  of  adoption.  (All 
tribes  which  hffve  the  custom  of  adoption.) 

Note. — The  following  tribes  do  not  seem  to  have  the  cus- 
tom of  adoption  : — Beloch,  Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  Fathdn, 
Musalm&a  Gaurwa,  Fakir. 

Question  2, — May  a  man  adopt  who  has  male  issue,  if  such  issue  be 
disqualified  by  any  legal  impediment  (such  as  loss  of  caste)  from  per- 
forming the  exequial  rites  ? 

Answer  2. — A  man  who  has  male  issue  may  adopt  if  such 
i^sue  be  outcaste  or  a  leper,  an  idiot,  an  ascetic,  or  not  heard 
of  for  a  long  time.     (Seemingly  all  castes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — Little  regard  is  paid  to  whether  or  no  the  son  is 
capable  of  performing  exequial  rites..  They  think- more  of 
his  ability  to  work  and  support  his  father  or  mother. 

Question  3. — Can  a  man  who  had  already  adopted  a  son  adopt  another 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  first  ? 

Answer  5. — A  man  who  has  already  adopted  a  son  can- 
not adopt  another  during  the  lifetime  of  the  first.  (All  tribes 
which  adopt.) 

Question  4. — Can  the  following  persons  adopt : — 

(1)  a  bachelor ; 

(2)  a  man  blind;  impotent,  or  lame ; 
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(8)  a  widower; 

(4)  an  ascetic  who  has  renounced  the  world  ? 

Answer  4.— (1)  A  bachelor,  (2)  a  man  blind,  impotent,^ 
OP  lame,  (S)  a  widower,  can  adopt.  An  ascetic  who  has 
.  renounced  the  world  cannot  adopt.  (All  tribes  which  adopt.) 
•  Note. — The  Brd^hmans  say  a  man  impotent  from  his 
birth,  who  conld  never  hope  for  offspring,  cannot  adopt ;  but 
this  is  not  certain.  An  ascetic  can  adopt  a  pupil  {chela) ^  who 
stands  to  him  something  like  a  son.  Perhaps  an  ascetic's 
wife  can  adopt  a  son  for  him  as  if  he  were  dead. 

Question  5.-— Can  a  woman  adopt  ?  State  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
the  validity  of  an  adoption  by  a  widow  that  she 
option  y  em  es.      gho^id  adopt  with  the  permission,  written  or  verbal, 
of  her  deceased  husband,  or  with  the  consent  of  his  kindred. 

Answer  5. — ^A  woman  cannot  adopt  in  her  husband's 
lifetime. 

A  widow  can,  without  the  permission,  written  or  verbal, 
of  her  deceased  husband,  adopt  any  one  she  pleases  of  her 
husband's  male  relatives  related  through  males. 

She  cannot  adopt  any  one  else  without  the  consent  of  her 
husband's  male  relatives  related  through  males. 

(All  tribes  which  adopt,  except  that  the  Kdyaths,  Jdt 
Musalmdn,  and  Malldh  say  the  widow  must  either  have  her 
husband's  express  permission  to  adopt,  or  the  consent  of  her 
husband's  male  relatives.) 

The  Dhiisars  say  the  husband's  relatives  are  either  bound 
to  supply  the  widow  with  a  son,  or  to  allow  her  to  adopt  a 
daughter's  son  or  other  relative  through  a  female. 

Question  6.— In  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  son  adopted  by  a  widow 
with  the  sanction  of  her  husband,  may  the  widow  adopt  another  person 
without  permission  of  her  husband  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer  6. — ^A  widow  can,  without  permission  of  her  hus- 
band, adopt  a  second  son  if  the  son's  first  adopted  have  died 
unmarried  or  have  left  no  son,  son's  son,  or  widow.  (All 
tribes  which  adopt,  so  far  as  any  custom  can  be  discovered.) 

Note. — The  son's  son  or  widow  would  be  entitled  to 
succeed,  and  would  bar  the  second  adoption ;  or  the  son's 
widow  could  adopt. ' 

B. — WAo  may  he  adopted. 


Question  L^-^M^y  a  man  give  in  adoption— 
(1)  his  only  son ; 
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„-,  ,     .  (2)  his  eldest  son ; 

Whomaybegivu.  J^j   tigt^^her? 

Answer  1. — A  man  may  give  in  adoption  (1)  his  only  son, 
(2)  his  eldest  son,  (3)  or  his  brother  (Ahfr,  perhaps 
Khdnzdda).  V  r-      r 

Note. — But  his  only  son  he  can  give  only  to  his  brother 
or  brother's  widow,  or  some  near  relative ;  and  in  that  case 
the  son  generally  succeeds  to  the  property  of  both  (Ahfr). 

A  man  may  give  in  adoption  his  eldest  son,  or  his  brother, 
but  not  his  only  son  (Meo,  Brdhman,  Gfijar>  Jdt,  Qaurwa, 
Banya). 

A  man  mav  give  in  adoption  his  brother,  but  not  his  only 
son  or  his  eldest  son  (R&jptit,  Taga,  Dhtisar,  Ej&yath, 
MalMh). 

QueHion  ^.-^Mast  the  person  adopted  be  of  less  than  any  specific 
age  ?  If  so,  up  to   what  age  may  a  person   be 
^^'  adopted  ?  Can  a  person  be  adopted  after  tonsure 

or  investiture  with  the  sacred  cord  in  his  own  family  ? 

Answer  JS. — ^There  is  no  limit  of  age  beyond  which  a  per- 
son cannot  be  adopted.  The  ceremony  of  tonsure  or  investi- 
ture with  the  sacred  cord,  or  even  marriage  and  the  birth 
of  a  son,  is  no  bar  to  adoption,  i.e.^  a  man  may  be  adopted 
even  after  he  has  married  and  had  children.  (Se^ningly 
all  tribes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — Generally  among  Brdhmans  investiture  with  the 
sacred  thread  (ja/neu)  takes  place  at  the  same  time  as 
marriage-^about  the  age  of  8  to  12.  A  man  may  be  adopted 
after  this. 

Question  d.— *Is  there  any  rule  by  which  it  is  required  that  the  person 

adopted  should  be  related  to  the  person  adopting ; 

HeiataanBiup.  j^  ^^  ^^^^  relatives  may  be  adopted?  Is  any 

preference  required  to  be  shown  to  particular  relatives  ?  If  so,  enumer- 
ate them  in  order  of  preference.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  adopted  son 
and  his  adoptive  father  should  be  (I)  of  the  same  ca^te  or  tribe,  (2)  of 
the  same  £f66  ? 

Answer  3. — ^The  person  adopted  should  be  of  the  same 
family  with  the  adopter  or  the  adopting  widow's  husband. 
A  preference  is  shown  to  the  husband's  dder  brother's  son  or 
descendants,  then  to  his  younger  brother's  son  or  descendants ; 
failing  them,  to  the  more  distant  male  relatives  related 
through  males.  The  adopted  person  should  be  of  a  lower 
generation  tlian  the  person  adopting  (whether  one  or  two 
generations  lower).    The  person  adopted  must  be  of  the  same 
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csuste  with  the  adopter,  and  (except  in  the  case  of  adoption 
of  a  daughter  or  sister's  son)  of  the  same  gSt  with  the 
adopter  or  the  adopting  widow's  husband.  fRdjput,  Banya, 
DhtisaTf  Kilyath,  Taga,  Musalmdn,  Jdt,  Agri.) 

The  same,  except  that  the  descendants  of  the  husband's 
elder  brother  hare  no  prior  claim,  bb  compared  with  those  of 
the  husband's  vounger  brother.  The  adopter  may  choose 
from  either.     (A Mr,  Meo,  Brdhman,  Qdjar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa.) 

Note. — ^When  a  widow  adopts,  she  is  supposed  to  be 
adopting  a  son  to  her  husband,  and  it  is  the  relationship  to 
him  that  is  thought  of.  The  adopted  person  is  called  the  son 
of  the  widow's  husband,  and  succeeds  to  his  property.  It  is 
most  usual  to  adopt  the  husband's  brother's  son. 

Question  '^•— Is  there  any  rale  prohibiting  the  adoption  of  the  son  of 
a  woman  whom  the  adopter  could  not  have  married,  such  as  his  sister's 
son  or  his  daughter's  son. 

Anmjoer  4. — Thete  i3  no  rule  prohibiting  the  adoption  of 
the  son  of  a  woman  whom  the  adopter  could  not  have  married* 

A  man  may,  with  the  consent  of  his  male  kindred  related 
through  males,  adopt  his  sister^s  son  or  daughter's  son;  A 
widow  may,  with  the  consent  of  her  husband's  agnates,  adopt 
for  her  husband  his  sister's  son  or  daughter's  son.  (All  tribes 
which  adopt.) 

Note. — ^The  disquaMcation  is  not  looked  at  in  the  way 
put  in  the  question.  The  reason  for  objecting  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  sister  or  daughter's  son  is  that  he  is  related  through 
a  female,  and  is  of  another  gSt ;  he  is  not  one  of  the  agnates. 

There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  against  allowing  land  to 
pass  into  another  gdt ;  and  it  is  only  when  the  husband's 
near  agnates  give  their  consent,  or  when  there  are  none,  that 
a  sister's  son  or  daughter's  son  may  be  adopted.  Many  assert 
that  in  no  case  can  such  an  adoption  take  place ;  but  in  most 
tribes  there  are  instances  to  the  contrary. 

C — WiiA  what  formalitiea. 

Question  1. — Are  any  formalities  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid 
adoption  ?     If  so,  describe  them.     State  expressly 
remoniea.  whether  the  omission  of  any  customary  ceremo- 

nies will  vitiate  the  adoption. 

AfMwer  1. — The  only  important  ceremony  x^ommon  to  all 
is  the  handing  over  of  the  adopted  son  by  his  father  or 
guardian  to  the  adopter  before  the  assembled  kindred,  with 
some  words  implying  that  henceforth  the  adopter  and  adopted 
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are  to  consider  each  other  as  father  (or  mother)  and  son. 
The  kindred  are  generally  feasted ;  and  rejoicings  are  made  as 
when  a  son  is  bom.  If  the  son  is  a  smaU  child,  he  is  placed 
in  the  lap  (god)  of  the  adopter.  (Hence  god  lend  =  to  adopt 
=  to  take  into  the  lap.)     (All  tribes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — No  doubt,  eyen  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  anj 
ceremony,  adoption  would  be  presimied  from  a  long-continuea 
relation  between  the  parties  implying  adoption^ 

Quesiion  2. — Do  you  distinguish  between  the  daitaia  and  iritrima 

Datiaka  and  kritrima  forms  of  adoption  ?     If  80^  what  is  the  difference 

ioTXQB.  between  them ,  and  what  are  the  formalities  ap- 
propriate to  each  ? 

Answer  2. — ^The  distinction  between  the  dattaha  and 
kritrima  forms  of  adoption  is  not  known.  The  usual  form 
seems  to  be  similar  to  the  kritrima  form  of  the  HindA  law. 
The  only  traces  of  the  krita  form  are  among  the  Banyas, 
where,  if  the  adopter  cannot  get  a  son  among  the  male  rela- 
tives, he  can  buy  a  son  of  his  own  gdt^  announcing  the  fact 
to  his  relatives.  An  instance  of  this  is  also  found  among  the 
Meos.  Among  the  Ahfrs  are  traces  of  the  dtoydmvshdyann^ 
form. 

D. — The  effects  of  adoption. 

Question  i.— Does  an  adopted  son  retain,  his  right  to  inherit  from  his 
Inheritance  from  na-     natural  father  ?     Can  he  inherit  from  his  natpr-^ 
tural  father.  al  father  if  the  natural  father  die  without  other 

sous. 

Answer  1. — An  adopted  son  loses  his  right  to  inherit  as 
son  from  his  natural  father.  If  the  natural  father  dies  with- 
out other  sons,  the  adopted  son  can  only  inherit  as  the  son  of 
his  adoptive  father.  (Rajpiit,  Khanzdda,  Meo,  Briihman„ 
Giijar,  Jdt,  Gaurwa,  Dhusar,  Banya,  Kdyath.) 

Among  the  Ahirs,  and  perhaps  Tagas,  if  the  natural 
father  die  without  other  sons,  the  adopted  son  can  inherit 
from  his  natural  father. 

Note. — But  probably  only  where  there  are  no  near  rela- 
tives to  dispute  his  right. 

Question  3. — Describe  the  rights  of  an  adopted  son  to  inherit  from 
Inheritance  from  ad-     his  adoptive   father?     What  is  the  eflPect  of  the 
optive  lather.  subsequent  birth  of  natural  legitimate  sons  to  the 

adoptive  father  ?  Will  the  adopted  sons  take  equal  8h^res  with  them  ? 
If  natural  legitimate  sons  be  born  subsequently  to  the  adoption  where 
the  cAmdavand  system  of  inheritance  prevails,  how  will  the  share  of  the 
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adopted  sod^  if  any^  be  computed?    Can  an  adopted  son  whose  tribe 
differs  from  that  of  the  adopted  father  inherit  from  him  ? 

Jnswer  2. — ^An  adopted  son  cannot  be  of  a  dMferent  tribe 
from  that  of  the  adoptive  father.  He  inherits  from  his 
adoptive  father  exactly  as  if  he  were  a  natural  son,  and  shares 
as  a  son  with  natural  legitimate  sons  subsequently  bom  to  the 
adoptive  father,  taking  an  equal  share  with  them  where  the 
bhdiyon  bat  system  of  inheritance  prevails,  and  where  the 
custom  of  inheritance  is  mdon  bat,  taking  as  the  son  of  the 
wife  in  whose  lap  he  is  placed,  that  is  (whera  there  are  two) 
the  elder  wife.     (All  tribes  which  adopt.) 

Note. — ^Another  effect  of  adoption  is  that  the  adopted  son, 
if  of  a  different  got  (as  when  he  is  a  sister  or  daughter's  son), 
assumes  the  got  of  the  adoptive  father,  with  ite  prohibited 
degrees  of  marriage,  but  probably  the  old  prohibited  degrees 
remain  in  force  for  him. 

F. — Giar  Janwdi. 

Question, — When  a  son-in-law  leaving  his  own  family  takes  np  his 
residence  permanently  with  his  father-in-law  as  gharjantodiy  what  will  be 
the  effect  on  the  rights  of  such  son-in-law  to  inherit  (1)  from  his  father, 
(2)  from  his  father-in-law  ? 

Answer. — ^A  son-in-law  by  living  with  his  father-in-law 
neither  loses  any  right  to  inherit  from  his  own  father,  nor 
gains  any  right  to  inherit  from  his  father-in-law.  (All  tribes 
which  adopt.) 

Note. — Although  the  son-in-law  is  in  no  case  entitled  to 
inherit  (being  of  another  g6t)y  he  is  sometimes  allowed  to  take 
by  consent  of  the  agnates ;  and  this  consent  is  more  likely  if 
the  son-in-law  live  with  the  father-in-law  and  there  be  no 
other  near  relative. 


PART  II.— SECTION  m. 
Special  Fropbbty  of  Fbmales. 

There  is  nowhere  any  clear  custom  by  which  certain  pro- 
perty is  considered  as  the  special  and  peculiar  property  of  a 
woman,  subject  in  a  peculiar  way  to  her  absolute  control  and 
following  special  rules  of  inheritance.  Among  the  RAjptits, 
Tagas,  Eaklrs,  and  Kdyaths,  whatever  property  a  wife  may 
receive,  even  from  her  father,  becomes  the  absolute  property 
of  her  husband.  Among  the  Br&hmans,  Giijars,  Jdts,  and 
Gaurwas  some  little  difference  is  made  with  regard  to  oma- 
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ments,  &c.,  given  to  a  wife  by  her  father  and  his  family. 
The  husband  has  full  control  over  his  wife's  as  over  his  own 
property.  There  is  no  special  rule  of  succession  with  regard 
to  such  property.    The  sons  or  husband  succeed. 

Among  the  Banyas  and  Dhtisars,  and  perhaps  to  some 
extent  among  the  other  tribes,  gifts  made  to  a  wife  by  her 
father  or  his  relatives,  or  property  acquired  by  herself,  are 
considered  more  or  less  at  the  disposal  of  the  wife ;  and  her 
husband  does  not  make  use  of  it,  except  in  case  of  necessityi 
or  with  his  wife's  consent.  She  can  dispose  of  it  as  she 
pleases,  so  long  as  the  disposal  is  not  improper. 

When  land,  by  gift  from  tho  father  or  consent  of  the 
iagnates,  devolves  on  the  daughter,  it  goes  on  her  death  to 
her  sons  or  husband,  and,  failing  them,  probably  to  her 
father's  agnates.  But  if  she  leaves  a  daughter  only,  the  ag- 
nates are  the  more  likely  to  consent  to  its  going  to  a  woman 
that  it  has  gone  to  a  woman  before. 


PART  n.~8EonoN  rv. 

Bastardy. 

Question  1. — ^Where  a  marriage  has  taken   place  between  parties 

Where  marriage  hat    whose  marriage,  either  by  reason  of  relationship 

taken  place.  or  previous  marriage^  or  difference  of  caste^  or  any 

other  ground,  was  not  permissible^  will  the  offspring  of  such  marriage 

be  considered  legitimate  or  illegitimate  ? 

Answer  1. — Where  a  marriage  has  taken  place  between 
parties  whose  marriage  bjr  reason  of  difference  of  caste  was 
not  permissible,  the  mamage  is  void,  and  the  offiipring  illegi- 
timate. 

Where  it  is  discovered  after  marriage  that  the  parties 
were  too  closely  related  through  the  gdla  of  their  ancestors, 
the  marriage  still  jiolds  good,  and  the  offspring  are  legiti- 
mate. 

(All  tribes  having  any  instances.) 

Previous  marriage  of  the  woman  with  another  man  still 
alive  does  not  necessarily  make  the  offspring  illegitimate 
(Jdts). 

Notes. — When  a  man  of  a  Hindti  tribe  or  a  Musalmanized 
Hindti  takes  into  his  house  a  woman  of  a  low  caste,  such  as 
a  Ghamdr  or  Bhangf,  or  is  deceived  into  marrying  such  a 
woman  by  her  being  put  forward  as  a  woman  of  his  own 
caste,  he  is,  on  the  fact  being  discovered,  made  to  turn  her 
^ut,  and  her  children  do  not  inherit. 
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Usually  so  much  care  is  taken  in  comparing  the  gSts  of 
the  parties,  that  a  mistake  can  hardly  he  made ;  hut  some  of 
the  trihes  are  not  very  particular  ahout  the  distant  gdts. 
Prohahly  a  marriage  hy  nikdh  of  persons  related  within  the 
degree  prohihited  hy  the  Muhammadan  law  would  he  void, 
and  the  children  illegitimate. 

The  Jats  say  that  if  a  married  woman  ran  away  and  lived 
with  another  3&t  and  here  him  children,  they  would  he  his 
legitimate  children,  even  although  the  woman  was  found  and 
taken  away  hy  her  former  hushand. 

Question  <9.—- Where  a  lawful  marriage  has  taken  place,  and  a  child 
is  born  so  soon  afler  marriage  that  the  presumption  is  that  it  must  have 
been  conceived  before  marriage,  is  such  child  considered  legitimate ;  or  is 
any  period  laid  down  before  which  the  child  would  be  i^onsidered  illegiti- 
mate and  after  which  legitimate  ? 

Answer  S. — ^There  is  no  distinct  custom  as  to  the  period 
which  must  have  elapsed  after  marriage  to  raise  the  presump- 
tion of  a  child's  legitimacy. 

Note. — ^Most  of  them  say  six  months  must  have  elapsed, 
the  idea  evidently  heing  that  the  child  must  he  hegotten  in 
wedlock ;  and  surely  to  decide  this  question,  science  would 
he  believed  rather  than  the  vague  ideas  of  ignorant  peasants. 

Among  tribes  which  allow  kardo^  very  often  the  kardo 
does  not  take  place  until  the  woman  is  pregnant ;  and  if  her 
deceased  husband's  brother  at  any  time  admit  the  child  to 
he  his,  this  is  enough  to  establish  its  legitimacy.  If  the 
kardo  takes  place  with  a  stranger,  a  sufGlcient  time  must 
have  elapsed  to  afford  the  presumption  that  the  child  waa 
hegotten  in  wedlock. 

Question  3, — ^Where  a  lawful  marriage  has  taken  place,  and  a  child 
is  born  after  the  death  of  the  husband  or  after  divorce,  is  any  period  laid 
down  up  to  which  the  child  is  considered  legitimate  and  after  which 
illegitimate  ? 

Ansfoer  3. — There  is  no  distinct  custom  as  to  the  periocl 
within  which  a  child  must  be  bom  after  the  death  of  the 
husband  or  after  divorce  to  he  presumed  legitimate. 

Note.-— 'Here,  too,  surely  science  would  he  called  into 
decide  whether  the  child  could  have  been  begotten  in  wed- 
lock. Some  give  an  instance  of  a  woman's  remaining  preg- 
nant for  four  yearo. 

Question    ^{.-^State   generally    what    are    the  rights  of  illegitimate 
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InberiUDce  of  bast-  children  to  inherit  the  property  of  their  natural 
•i^di.  father,  noticing  the  following  points : 

(i)  Will  the  sons  of  a  slave-girl  {kanizak)  inherit  ?  If  so,  will  they 
take  equal  shares  with  the  legitimate  son  ?  If  they  take  less  shares 
specify  the  shares. 

(ii)  Have  the  sons  of  a  slave-girl  or  illegitimate  son  any  better  titla 
to  succeed  where  there  are  no  legitimate  sons  ? 

(iii)  Do  you  distinguish,  for  purpose?  of  inheritance,  between  the 
sons  of  a  purchased  concubine  and  the  sons  of  a  serving  woman  who 
was  not  purchased  ? 

(iv)  Do  you  distinguish,  for  purposes  of  inheritance,  between  ille- 
gitimate sons  by  a  woman  with  whom  marriage  was  lawful  and  illegiti- 
mate sons  by  a  woman  with  whom  marriage  was  unlawful  ? 

Answer  4. — IDegitimate  children  have  in  no  case  any 
right  to  inherit.     ^All  tribes.) 

Note. — Slave-girls  {kanizak  or  laundf)  are  kept  in  the 
houses  of  some  Bdjpiits,  Ahirs,  and  Sayads.  Among  Hin- 
diis  their  sons  never  inherit.  Among  Musalmdns,  if  the 
mother  have  been  married  by  nikdh,  the  children  are  legiti- 
mate, and  inherit ;  but  the  Rdjpdt  Musalm^ns  say  that,  even 
in  such  a  case,  the  children  are  only  suraittodl  or  ghuldm^ 
and  do  not  inherit.  Although  not  forbidden,  they  are  not 
considered  fully  legitimate.  Rare  instances  may  be  found 
in  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  near  agnates  to  object,  an 
illegitimate  son  succeeded.  The  Sayads  say  that  the  sons 
of  a  concubine  owned  by  the  father  are  legitimate,  even 
without  nikdh,  and  share ;  but  this  is  doubtful. 

Question  5. — Are  illegitimate  children,  who  do  not  inherit,  entitled 
Maintenance  of  bast-    to  maintenance  as  against  the  heirs  of  their  de- 
»i^.  ceased  father  ? 

Answer  B — Illegitimate  children  by  a  recognised  concu- 
bine {suraittodl)  are  entitled  to  maintenance  as  against  the 
heirs  of  their  deceased  father  (Rdjptits,  Ahirs). 

Other  illegitimate  children  are  not  entitled  to  mainten- 
ance as  against  the  heirs  of  their  deceased  father.  (All  tribes 
having  any  custom.) 

Note. — Among  Bdjptits  sometimes  a  suraittodl  is  given 
enough  land  to  live  by,  but  he  cannot  alienate  it.  His 
right  is  milkiyat  maAdwda— strictly  limited. 

The  usual  answer  to  this  question  is  kamdo  khdo,  i.e.y  if 
the  illegitimate  son  work  for  his  living,  he  gets  it ;  otherwise 
he  is  turned  out. 

Question  6.— Are   sons  the  offspring  of  a  marriage  by  the   iarewa 
Sona  by  karewa  mar-    form  entitled  to  inherit  equally  with  sons  the  off- 
"»Ko.  spring  of  a  regular  marriage  ? 
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Answer  6. — Sons  the  offspring  of  a  kardo  marriage  are 
entitled  to  inherit  equally  with  sons  the  offspring  of  a  regu- 
ar  marriage  {8hdd^).     (All  tribes  allowing  kardo). 


PABT  II.— SECTION  V. 
Wills  and  Leoacibs. 

There  is  no  general  custom  by  which  a  proprietor  makes 
a  disposition  of  his  property  to  take  effect  after  his  death. 
(All  tribes.) 

Note. — ^A  few  instances  may  be  found,  especially  of  late 
years,  and  chiefly  among  the  Sayads,  Ahlrs,  Meos  and  Jfits,  in 
which  an  attempt  has  been  made,  by  word  of  mouth  or  in 
writing,  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  the  property  after 
death ;  but  it  is  doubtful  to  what  extent  these  dispositions 
would  hold  if  disputed,  and  they  are  certainly  contrary  to 
general  custom.  Sometimes,  especially  perhaps  among  the 
Dhtisars  and  Banyas,  a  proprietor  does  on  his  death-bed  give 
some  directions  about  his  property  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  these  are  of  the  nature  of  legacies  or  deathbed  gifts, 
and  to  what  extent  the  heirs  are  considered  bound  by  them. 
It  seems  clear  that  the  proprietor  cannot,  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  near  heirs,  deprive  them  of  an  unreasonably  large 
portion  of  the  immoveable  property,  or  perhaps  of  the  ances- 
tral moveable  property,  by  any  such  disposition. 


PAET  n.— SECTION  VI. 

Gifts. 

A.'^^Oi/U  described. 

Questiofi. — State  the  facts  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid  gifl.  Can 
a  gift  be  conditional  or  implied  ? 

Is  delivery  of  possession  essential?  Must  the  gift  be  made  in 
writing  ? 

Answer. — A  gift  need  not  be  made  in  writing.  Probably, 
to  constitute  a  valid  gift,  delivery  of  possession  is  essential, 
and  the  gift  must  not  be  conditional  or  implied ;  but  *these 
distinctions  are  too  refined  to  be  brought  clearly  out  by 
custom.  The  Dhtisars  and  Banyas  say  that  delivery  of 
possession  is  not  necessary,  nor  need  the  gift  be  uncondi- 
tional. Even  without  these,  if  there  be  no  fraud,  a  gift  is 
valid.     (All  tribes.) 
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Note.'^QenersHj  a  gift  is  neither  conditional  nor  implied, 
and  is  made  by  delivery  of  possession.  In  the  case  of  land, 
mutation  of  names  in  the  register  is  considered  almost  equiva^ 
lent  to  delivery  of  possession.  A  gift  of  land,  unless  it  be 
a  few  bf ghas  given  in  charity  or  for  religious  purposes,  is 
now-a-days  generally  accompanied  by  a  deed  in  writing. 

Among  HindtjLs  a  gift  is  made  as  follows  by  the  ceremony 
called  sankalpj  which  is  used  in  giving  land  for  religious 
purposes,  or  a  feasti  or  other  offering  to  Brdhmans,  or  in 
giving  away  a  daughter  in  marriage.  Before  the  assembled 
Brdhmans  and  brotherhood  the  giver  takes  a  co{^er  coin 
(paiad)  and  a  little  barley  {jciu)  in  his  hand,  and  a  Br&h- 
man  pours  some  water  over  them.  Then  the  giver  places 
these  in  l^e  hands  of  a  Brdhman,  saying,  *'  I  have  given  two 
bf ghas  of  land"  (or  "  101  oxen,"  or  "  the  food  of  so  many 
Brahmans")  ''as  an  offering  to  Erishn,"  or  as  the  case 
may  be. 

£.^DeatA^ed  Gifti. 

QueHim  1. — Are  there  any  special  rules  relating  to  death-bed  gifts  ? 
Can  a  man  who  is  suffering  from  a  death  disease  msS:e  a  gift  to  his  rela* 
tions,  male  or  female,  or  in  charity?  If  so,  can  such  gift  affect  the 
whole  or  a  part  only  of  his  property  ?  If  a  part  only,  how  much  ?  If 
some  heirs  oons^it  and  some  dissent,  is  the  gift  good  ?  If  so,  to  what 
extent  ? 

Answer  1. — ^There  are  no  special  rules  relating  to  death- 
bed  gifts.     (All  tribes). 

There  are  no  instances  or  customs  showing  that  death-bed 
gifts  are  considered  different  from  gifts  in  other  circum'- 
stances. 

C.^QifU  to  Relative. 

Quettion  i.— <Can  a  father  make  a  gift  to  his  daughter  by  way  of 

j^  dowry    {dahez)  out  of  his  property,  motreable  or 

.      '  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whether  or  no 

there  be  (1)  sons,  or  {%)  near  kindred;  and  whether  or  no  the  sons  or 

near  kindred,  as  the  case  may  be,  consent  ? 

Anstoer  1. — ^A  father  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  the 
sons  and  near  male  kindred  related  through  males^  make  a 
gift  out  of  his  immoyeable  property,  ancestral  or  acquired, 
by  way  of  dowry  (dahez)  to  his  oaughter ;  but  he  can,  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  sons  or  near  kindred,  make  such  a 
gift  out  of  his  moveable  property,  ancestrsd  or  acquired. 
(All  tribes.) 
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I  •  '  .  . 

Question  8. — If  the  oustom  of  making  dowries  to  daughters  obtains, 
state  upon  whom  the  right  of  inheritance  to  the  property  subject  to  a 
gift  of  this  nature  successively  devolves  ? 

Anstoer  ^.— There  is  no  special  rule  of  inheritance  for 
I  property  of  this  nature.    The  hushand  and  his  heirs  succeed 

to  it.     (All  trihes.) 

^  QuesUtm  3. — Define  also  the  power  of  the  daughter  or  of  her  hus« 

band  over  such  property  as  regards  (1)  control,  (£)  alienation. 

f  Anmjoer  3. — The  hushand,  or  rather  the  hushand's  father, 

J  has  full  control  over  the  dovny,  v^hich  hecomes  at  once  his 

f  property.     (AH  trihes.) 

Among  the  Ahirs  and  Meos,  and  perhaps  among  other 
trihes,  sometimes  regard  is  paid  to  the  daughter's  wishes  in 
the  disposal  of  such  property ;  hut  the  husband's  father  or 
the  hushand  has  full  control. 

Question  '^.-— Can  a  father  make  a  gift  of  the  whole  or  any  specific 
Consent  of  near  kind-    share  of  his  property,  moveable  or  immoveable, 
T^'  ancestral  or  acquired,  to  his  daugiiter  otherwise 

than  as  her  dowry ;  to  his  daughter's  son ;  to  his  sister  or  her  soas  ;  or 
to  his  son-in-law  ?  Is  his  power  in  this  respect  altered  if  he  have  (1) 
sous,  (2)  near  kindred  and  no  sons?  If  the  consent  of  the  near  kindred 
is  essential  to  such  gifts,  state  the  degree  of  kindred  towards  them  in 
^  which  the  persons  must  stand  by  whom  such  gifts  can  be  prohibited. 

Answer  4. — A  father  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  his 
sons  or  near  kindred  (males  related  through  inales)  make  a 
gift  of  any  ^art  of  his  immoveahle  property,  ancestral  or 
acquired,  to  his  daughter,  daughter's  son,  or  any  other  rela- 
tive related  through  a  female.  He  can,  without  restriction, 
and  without  the  consent  of  the  sons  or  near  kindred,  make 
a  gift  to  any  of  those  relatives  out  of  his  moveahle  property 
ancestral  or  acquired.  (AU  trihes  having  any  clear  cus- 
tom). 

Nate. — ^There  is  great  confusion  hetween  gifts  and  inhe- 
ritance and  (to  some  extent)  sale.  The  fact  seems  to  he 
that,  according  to  strict  old  custom,  the  father  has  no  power 
to  alienate  the  immoveahle  property  from  the  male  to  the 
female  Une,  i.e.9  out  of  the  g6L  But  natural  affection,  es- 
pecially where  there  were  no  sons,  sought  ways  in  which  to 
avoid  this  strict  rule.  Sometimes,  with  the  consent  of  the 
miale  rdatives,  tilie  daughter  or  daughter's  son  took  the  inherit- 
ance after  the  death  of  the  father,  or  he  in  his  lifetime  went 
through  the  form  of  a  ^f t,  which  did  not  fully  take  effect 
till  after  his  death  (this  resemhles  a  will)  ;  or  a  sale  was  no- 
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minally  effected  in  favour  of  the  son-in-law,  or  the  daughter's 
80A  was  adopted.  Hence  it  is  difficult  to  make  out  whether 
the  instances  are  those  of  sale,  gift,  inheritance,  wills,  or 
adoption ;  but  it  seems  clear  that  they  shotdd  not  take  effect 
against  the  will  of  the  agnates. 

There  is  a  tendency,  shown  in  some  tribes  more  particu- 
larly, to  allow  the  father  a  greater  power  of  gift.  Thus,  the 
Banyas  say  that,  if  a  sonless  father's  share  be  separate  or  ac- 
quired by  himself,  he  can  give  out  of  that  without  consent 
of  his  brothers. 

Question  6. — ^Will  the  power  of  the  father  to  make  the  gifts  de- 
Ghar  Janwai  scribed  in  question  4  he  affected  by  the  custom  of 

gharjanwai ;  that  is,  if  his  son-in-law  and  daughter 
live  with  him  ?  If  so,  explain  in  what  way  ?  Can  any  relative  prohi- 
bit a  gift  of  property  of  any  description  to  a  son-in-law  resident  with 
his  father-in-law,  to  a  married  daughter  resident  with  her  father,  or  to 
the  children  of  such  persons?  Will  the  rights  of  the  son-in-law  as 
against  the  estate  of  his  natural  father  affect  his  capacity  to  receive  a 
gift  from  his  father-in-law?  If  the  son-in-law  be  put  in  possession  of 
such  a  gift,  and  his  wife  die,  will  he  forfeit  the  gift  on  remarriage  ? 

Answer  5. — ^The  power  of  the  father  to  make  such  a  gift 
is  not  affected  by  his  having  his  son-in-law  and  daughter 
living  with  him. 

The  rights  of  the  son-in-law  as  against  the  estate  of  his 
natural  father  do  not  affect  his  capacity  to  receive  a  gift 
from  Ms  father-in-law. 

If  the  son-in-law  be  put  in  possession  of  such  a  gift,  and 
his  wife  die,  he  will  not  forfeit  the  gift  on  remarriage.  As 
regards  the  power  of  the  father  to  make  a  gift  to  a  son-in- 
law  resident  with  him,  to  a  married  daughter  resident  with 
him,  or  to  the  children  of  such  persons,  see  last  answer. 

(AH  tribes.) 

Note. — ^A  relative  is  less  likely  to  object  to  a  gift  on  im- 
moveable property  to  a  son-in-law  if  he  be  resident  with  the 
father-in-law,  but  the  mere  fact  of  residence  does  not  affect 
his  right. 

Question  6. — Is  entire  relinquishment  by  the  donor  essential  to  the 
«  V     •  1^    i.  completion  of  a  gift  of  property  of  any  description 

ReUnquishmeQt  ^jj  ^^  ^  ^-^^  ^  ^  husband,  (2)  by  a.father  to  his 

minor  child  ? 

Answer  6. — ^There  is  no  clear  custom  as  to  whether  entire 
relinquishment  by  the  donor  is  essential  to  the  completion 
of  a  gift  of  property  of  any  description  (1)  by  a  wife  to  a 
husband,  (2)  by  a  father  to  his  minor  child.     (All  tribes.) 
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Note. — The  question  could  hardly  ever  arise.  A  wife  has 
no  property  which  is  not  abeady  in  her  husband's  control ; 
and  the  property  of  a  minor  child  would  not  be  considered 
as  his,  apart  from  the  father. 

D.— (?«/?«  to  StrangerB. 

Question  1. — Give  the  rules  regarding  the  power  of  a  proprietor  to 
make  gifts  of  his  property « moveable  or  immoveable^  ancestral  or  acquired, 
to  persons  who  are  not  related  to  him,  or  in  charity.  Is  the  consent  of 
the  sons,  if  such  there  be,  or  of  the  near  relatives,  necessary  ?  If  of  the 
near  relatives,  who  are  considered  such  ?  How  does  (1)  the  absence  of 
sons,  (2)  the  circumstance  that  the  property  is  divided,  affect  the  power 
of  the  proprietor  to  make  such  gifts? 

Answer  1. — A  proprietor  can,  without  the  consent  of  his 
sons  or  near  relatives,  make  a  gift  to  persons  who  are  not 
related  to  him,  or  in  charity,  of  any  pjurt  of  his  moveable 
property,  ancestral  or  acquired,  whether  or  no  there  be  sons 
alive,  and  whether  the  property  be  divided  or  not. 

A  proprietor  cannot,  without  the  consent  of  his  sons  or 
near  male  kindred  related  through  males,  make  a  gift  of  any 
part  of  his  immoveable  property,  ancestral  or  acqmred,  whe- 
ther it  be  divided  or  not. 

(All  tribes  having  any  clear  custom,  and  probably  aU 
others.) 

Note. — ^There  is  no  clear  custom  as  to  the  near  male 
kindred  who  are  entitled  to  prohibit  a  gift  of  immo^veable 
property.  Generally  only  a  bigha  or  two  of  land  is  given 
for  some  religious  purpose  to  a  stranger;  and  no  one. thinks 
of  objecting.  Probably  the  sons  or  near  male  kindred  could 
prohibit  an  unreasonably  large  gift  of  the  moveable  property 
to  a  stranger. 

A  dfioli  is  a  gift  of  land  for  religious  purposes,  and  can- 
not be  revoked ;  but,  sometimes,  the  person  to  whom  it  is 
given  may  be  changed,  if  he  does  not  preform  properly  the 
religious  service  for  which  it  was  given. 

A  bhonda  is  not  a  gift  properly  so  called.  A  Brahman 
or  other  servant  is  allowed  to  occupy  land,  rent  and  revenue 
free,  in  consideration  of  service  performed.  Such  land  can 
be  taken  back  at  the  pleasure  of  the  donor  or  his  heirs. 

R —  Gifts  of  joint  property. 

Question  i.— -Do  you  observe  the  rules  of  the  Muhammadan  law 
Muihaa.  ^^^  regard  to  Mushaa  ?    Is  the  gift  of  au  undi- 

vided part  of  a  thing  valid^  if  such  thing  admits 

B 
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of  partition  consistently  with  the  preservation  of  all  the   uses'  which 
might  be  made  of  it  before  partition  ? 

Answer  1. — ^The  rules  of  Muhammadan  law  with  Mgard 
to  mushaa  are  not  known ;  and  there  is  no  clear  cttstom  as 
to  whether  the  gift  of  an  imdiyided  part  of  a  thing  is  valid. 
(All  trihes.) 

Note. — No  douht,  if  the  other  sharers  agreed,^  the  gift  of 
an  undivided  part  of  a  thing  would  be  valid^  and  if  they  did 
not  agree,  invalid. 

Queition  J9.-^Can  a  co-sharer  in  joint  property  make  a  gift  of  his 
Gift  of  shares  ^^^^^  without  the  consent  of  the  other  co-sharers  ? 

Answer  8. — A  co-sharer  in  joint'property  cannot  miike  a 
gift  of  his  share  without  the  consent  of  the  otha?  co-sharersw 
(AH  tribes  having  any  dear  custom,  and  probably  all  othw 
tribes  also.) 

Note. — A  co-sharer  cannot  even  make  a  gift  of  the  com- 
mon moveable  property,  such  as  an  ox,  without  the  consent 
of  the  other  co-sharers,  though  it  be  less  than  his  own  shiure. 
We  must  obtain  division  first.  Shekhs  and  Sayads  say  that 
he  need  not  get  division  first ;  but  probably  they  are  wrong. 

Quesium  3. — ^If  a  gift,  whether  of  divided  or  of  undivided  villagt 
land^  be  made  to  a  person  who  is  not  a  member  of 
iwUnl"'!^'^^^  '''^'    the  village  community  where  the  land  is  situate, 
^^  '  will  such  gift   carry   with   it  the  right  to  share 

proportionately  (1)  in  the  tiamilat,   (2)    in   the  miscellaneous  village 
income? 

Answer  d.^^If  a  gift,  whether  of  divided  or  undivided 
village  land,  be  made  to  a  person  who  is  not  a  member  of 
the  village  community  where  the  land  is  situate,  such  gift, 
in  the  absence  of  express  conditions,  will  carry  with  it  the 
right  to  share  proportionately  (1)  in  the  shamilat,  and  (2)  in 
the  miscellaneous  village  income,  if  it  be  made  as  the.gift 
of  the  whole  land  of  the  giver,  or  a  definite  share  of 
it;  but  not  if  it  be  made  as  a  gift  of  a  cerbon  defined 
area  of  land,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  a  gift  of  land  for 
charitable  or  religious  purposes.  (All  tribes  having  any 
custom.) 

Note. — For  instance,  if  a  man  gifts  half  his  land  to  his 
daughter's  son,  the  gift  carries  with  it  a  share  in  the  village 
common  land  and  common  income ;  but  not  if  he  gifts  two 
bigahs  to  a  shrine. 
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tuition  L — State  tmder  what  circumstances  a  gift  is  revocable, 
and  under  what  circumstances  irrevocable ;  specify 

XioiS^  °  **  '    .particularly  the  effect  (1)  of  possession  on  the  part 

of  the  donee,  (2)  of  relatiousbip  between  the  donee 

and  donor. 

^4(^8toer  1. — A  gift  cannot  be  revoked  after  having  been 
once  made,  whether  or  no  the  donee  be  a  relation  of  the 
donor.  As  a  general  rule,  the  gift  is  not  valid  until  posses- 
sion has  been  given ;  when  given,  it  cannot  be  revoked.  (All 
tribes.) 

o  V         J.  v.-Lv    ^         Quesiian  2. — Is  a  gift  revoked  by  the  subsequent 
chUd!**^         birth    of    ^.j^j^  ^j  children  to  the  donor? 

Answer  «.— A  gift  onee-made  is  not  revoked  by  the  aub- 
Mquent  bur<}h  of /cluldjpen  to  the  donor.     (All  tribes.) 


I  PAET  n. — SBCTIQN  VII. 

Partition. 

^  Md^P(tfiiihn  (jf-Zands  kM  in  joint  cum^iAip,  otter  than  eammon  village 

land. 

I. — Whbrb  thb  ancestral  survives. 

Question  i.— 'Whose  consent  is  requisite  to  the  partition  of  a  joint- 

Gkmditao  holding  ?     Define  the  conditions  under  which  such 

'a  partition  can  take  place.     Is  it  necessary  that 

I  the  wife  or  wives  of  the  proprietor  should  be  past  child-hearing?    If  so, 

to  what  desoription  of  property  does  this  restriction  apply  ? 

Answer  i.— The  proprietor  can,  during  his  lifetime, 
whether  his  wife  be  past  child-bearing  or  not,  distribute  the 
joint-holding  as  he  pleases ;  but  the  distribution,  if  unequal^ 
[  will  not  necessarily  hcdd  after  his  death.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — Where  the  partition  made  by  the  father  was  in- 
tended to  be  equal,  it  will  generally  hold  after  his  death. 

^  .    .  Question  2, — ^Are  the  sons  entitled  to   claim 

*  partition  as  a  matter  of  nght  r 

Answer  J3. — ^During  the  father's  lifetime  the  sons  cannot, 
as  a  nuitter  of  right,  claim  partition,  whether  of  ancestral  or 
aoqUHod  property.     (All  tribes.) 

jNQte.r^1hey  say  that,  if  the  father  change  his  religion, 
become  an  outcaste,  or  adopt  a  religious  life,  it  is  the  eaone 
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as  if  he  had  died.    But  prohably  the  courts  wouldj  except  in 
the  latter  case,  take  a  diflferent  view. 

Question  3, — Can  the  father  exclade  one  or  more  sons  from  their 

TT 1  A'^  -v^i.-^^       shares,  or  otherwise  make  an  unequal  distribation  ? 

Unequal  dutnbation.       --         •    ^i  j*  i«     /•  j    ^i. 

If  so,  IS  there  any  distmction  as  regards  the  move- 
able or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  property  of  the  father  ? 

Answer  3. — A  father  can  in  his  lifetime  make  any  distri- 
bution he  pleases  of  his  property,  moveable  or  immoveable, 
ancestral  or  acquired,  iind  even  exclude  one  or  more  sons 
from  their  shares.  But,  on  his  death,  all  the  sons  become 
entitled  to  share  the  immoveable  property  according  to  the 
rules  of  inheritance.     (All  tribes.) 

Note. — That  is,  the  sons  will  share  the  immoveable  pro- 
perty equally,  if  the  custom  of  inheritance  be  bhdiyon  bat, 
and  by  mothers  if  it  be  moon  bat.  If  the  distribution  made 
by  the  father  be  a  fair  one,  it  is  generally  allowed  to  stand ; 
and  more  regard  is  paid  to  the  equality  of  shares  in  the  land 
than  in  the  moveable  property. 

Shares  of  wives.  Question  4.— Are  the  wives,  whether  childless  or 

otherwise,  entitled  to  shares  at  partition? 

Amwer  4. — ^A  wife,  whether  childless  or  otherwise,  is  not 
entitled  to  share  at  partition.     (All  tribes.) 

Shaies    reserved    by         QueHkn  5. — How  many  shares  may  a  father 
father.  reserve  to  himself  at  partition  ? 

Answer  5. — A  father  may  at  partition  reserve  to  himself 
as  many  shares  as  he  pleases.     (AU  tribes.) 

Note. — Usually  the  father  remains  joint  with  one  son,  or 
keeps  one  share  to  himself. 

Subseqaent   birth  of         Question  6. — ^What  is  the  effect  of  the  birth  of 
son.  a  son  after  partition  ? 

Does  snch  birth  entitle  the  father  to  cancel  the  partition  ?  If  the 
father  have  reserved  one  or  more  shares  for  himself,  will  such  shares 
devolve  exclusively  on  the  son  born  after  partition  ? 

Answer  6. — If  a  son  be  bom  after  partition,  the  father 
may  cancel  the  former  partition  in  favour  of  the  new-bom 
son,  or  may  give  him  his  share  out  of  the  portion  he  has 
reserved  for  himself.  In  any  case  the  son  born  after  partition 
is  entitled  to  as  much  of  the  whole  estate  as  if  he  had  been 
bom  before,  and  to  no  more.  He  does  not  inherit  the  whole 
of  the  portion  reserved  by  the  father,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
sons  bom  before  partition,     (All  tribes.) 
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11.  AUOKO  THB  HBIBS   A^BB  SUCOBSBIOH. 

Qu$8iion  i.^-Caa  any  one'of  the  persona  upon  whom  the  estate  de« 
Who  can  clwrn  volves,  irrespectively  of  the  sex  of  such  person^  or 

of  the  relationship  in  which  such  person  stood  to 
the  deceased^  claim  partition  as  a  matter  of  right  ? 

State  particalarly  whether  the  widow,  or  sister,  or  nnmarried  daugh- 
ter can  claim  partition.  Does  the  right  of  the  widow  to  claim  partition 
depend  upon  her  being  childless  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer  1. — Any  one  of  the  persons  upon  whom  the  estate 
devolves,  irrespectively  of  the  sex  of  such  person,  or  of  the 
relationship  in  which  such  person  stood  to  the  deceased,  can 
claim  partition  as  a  matter  of  right. 

The  widow,  whether  childless  or  not,  the  sister  or  un- 
married daughter,  can  claim  partition  of  her  share,  if  any. 
(All  tribes.) 

I  (Question  j2.— If  partition  be  made,  can  the  widow  claim  a  share  ?    If 

„.  ,  ^   .    .,  so,  what  share :  and  on  whom  will  it  devolve  after 

Right  of  widow,         her  death? 

I  Answer  8. — ^A  widow,  having  sons  or  sons'  sons,  inherits 

no  share,  and  does  not  receive  any  in  case  of  partition.     If 

,  she  have  no  son  or  son's  son,  she  takes  a  life-interest  in  her 

^  husband's  share,  and  can  claim  that  share  in  partition  :  on 

her  death  it  goes  to  her  husband's  heirs. 

Note. — ^A  sonless  widow  always  takes  her  husband's  share 
by  representation. 

Question  d.-^M ust  property  of  the  following  descriptions  be  brought 
Sobject  of  partifcioii.       ^^^ .  partition,— naoveable,  immoveable,  ancestral, 
acquired;  recovered,  nuptial  present,  inherited  from 
the  maternal  grandfather,  inherited  from  the  father-in-law? 

If  acquired  or  recovered  property  is  brought  into  partition,  does  the 
person  who  made  the  acquisition  or  recovery  get  any  compensation  ?  If 
so,  in  what  way  ? 

Answer  3. — ^All  property  of  whatever  description,  move- 
able or  immoveable,  ancestral  or  acquired,  must  be  brought 
into  partition  (Brdhmans,  Gujgcrs,  Jats,  some  Rajpiits). 

The  same,  except  property  acquired  by  one  of  the  sharers 
from  his  mother's  or  wife's  relatives,  which  is  exempt  from 
partition  (Sayad,  Shekh,  Mughal,  PathAn,  Gaurwa,  Beloch). 

All,  except  property  acquired  by  one  of  the  sharers  from 
his  wife's  father  and  relatives  (Khdnzdda,  Meo,  most  Bajptits). 

All  ancestral  property,  moveable  or  immoveable,  must  be 
brought  into  partition.  All  property  acquired  wMle  living 
jointly  must  be  brought  into  partition. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


t'O  THE   OOXtt  OF  TBIB^L  ^VSTOll. 

Property,  moveable  or  immoyeable,  aeqiiired  by  one  sharer 
jseparately,  is  exempt  from  partition.  So  are  jewels  or  orna- 
ments given  to  one  son's  wife  by  her  own  relatives,     (Ahir.) 

Noie. — ^Usually,  even  where  jewels  are  taken  into  ac- 
count in  the  partition,  the  actual  jewels  are  not  distributed, 
but  left  with  the  holder,  and  allowed  for  in  the  partition.  As 
a  general  rule,  each  case  appears  to  be  decided  on  its  own 
merits  on  equitable  principles.  If  a  member  of  the  family 
\Iiving  separate  claims  a  share  of  the  moveable  property, 
he  should  biing  in  his  own  acquired  prop^y. 

C.'^Effect  qfparUHoM  if  tie/alier  on  inheritance* 

Question  I.— Has  a  son  who  remains  associated  with  his  father  after 
BeseiYed  sbare.  partition  to  the  remaining^  sons,  the  right  to  ex- 

clude them  from  inheriting  the  share  or  shares 
reserved  by  the  £Etther  ? 

Answer  Ir^A  son  who  remains  associated  with  his  father 
after  partition  to  the  remaining  sons  cannot  exclude  them 
from  inheriting  the  share  or  shares  reserved  by  the  father. 
XAll  tribes.) 

Note. — Generally,  if  the  distribution  made  by  the  father 
was  meant  to  be  fsur  and  final,  a  new  distribution  will  not 
be  made  on  his  death.  The  immoveable  property,  if  distri- 
buted unequally,  will  almost  always  be  redistributed ;  and 
the  separated  sons  have  a  right  to  demand  this.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  moveable  property,  though  made  unequallyi  is 
more  likely  to  remain  good. 

Question  2. — Will  acquisitions   made  by  a  father   after  partition 

A     •  -^.'^  ^*  *-*i.—      .devolve  equally  on  all  the  sons,  whether  or  no  one 

or  more  sons  have  remamed  associated  with  him 

and  whether  or  no  such  acquisitions  have  been  made  with  the  share  or 

shares  of  the  associated  son  or  sons  ? 

Answer  2. — Generally  acquisitions  made  by  the  father 
after  partition  devolve  on  all  the  sons,  whether  or  no  one  or 
more  sons  have  remained  associated  with  him,  a  share  being 
first  deducted  for  the  associated  son  in  proportion  to  his 
share  employed  in  the  acquisition.     (AU  tribes.) 

Note. — Each  case  would  be  decided  as  seemed  fair  in  the 
special  circumstances. 

Question  3.-*-If  a  son  remain  associated  with  his  father  after  parti- 

Hflir  f  ■■■rrriiitffi^  ^^'^  ^  ^^  remaining  sons,  and  if  such  son  die 

o  son.    Q]^j|^^^g3^  ^Q  j^Q  remaining  sons  claim  his  estate 

in  the  father's  life-time,  to  the  exdusion  of  the  father  ? 
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Angtoer  3. — If  an  associated  son  die  childless^  the  remain- 
ing sons  cannot  claim  his  estate  in  the  father's  lifetime. 
The  father  has  fuU  power  over  it.     (All  tribes.) 

J.  WILSON, 

AiiUtani  SeitUmeni  Officer. 

GVROAON  ; 

The  mh  July  1879. 
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Do. 

23. 

Do.  30. 

Do. 

26. 

Do.  25. 

Do. 

89. 

Do.    1. 

Do. 

69. 

Do.  37. 

Do. 

72. 

Do.  26. 

Do. 

107. 

Do.  16. 

D^ 

109. 

Do.    1. 

Do.  7. 
Do.  12. 

Do. 

113. 

Do.  26. 

Do. 

124. 

Do.  23. 
Do.  25. 
Do.  26. 

Page     7.    Line  88.    For  divened  read  divene. 

Do.     11.      Do.    6.    For  Baipnr  Ghata  rMkI  Baipnr,  Gbata. 

Do.     15.      Do.    8.    For  Radii  rdaii  Baoli. 

Lines  22  and  26.    For  Granwaoke  read  Granwacke. 
Line  35,    For  Kherti— Eankar  read  Kherli— Kankar. 
Do.  44.    For  Khanpar  read  KhalUpar. 
Do.  30.    For  feudatory  read  pre^tory. 
For  Mahow  read  Hahon. 
For  foiridge  read  porridge. 
For  K^a*8  read  Kalaa. 
For  IreadAlL 
For  2,19,940  read  2,21,217., 
After  *conBiBt8  of'  ioaert  1. 
For  3  read  2. 
For  4  read  3. 
For  Balonj  read  Balon]. 
For  11  gardens  read  Bs.  11  for  gardens. 
For  Rs.  25  r«a<i  Bs.  26. 
For  Bs.  53,040  read  Bs  51,272. 

Do.  125.  Lines  7  and  8.  Transfer  the  words  "the  villages  in  which  these  are 
sitnated  are  Malthan  and  Khanpar  Nuh*'  from  the  text  to 
a  note* 

Line  16.    For  160  read  154. 
Do.  130.      Do.  6.    from  bottom,  for  Kasi  fvoi  Eo6i.<^ 


Do.   136.    Line  41.  After  **yalae**  insert  *<of  one-nxtfa  the  gross  prodnoe.** 

Do.   137.      Do.    6.  For  0-8-0  r0ac2 1-8-0. 

Do.    7.  For  0-4-0  read  1-4-0. 
Lines  8  and  9.    For  0-2-0  mul  0-12-0. 

Do.  139.    Line  21.  For  loas  rMi  laos. 

Do.  142.      Do.  11.  For  106761  read  110,901. 

Do.  16.  For  10,828  read  108,428. 

Do.  143.      Do.    6.  For  48  read  8. 

Do.  168.     Do.   2.  from  bottom,  after  "assessment*' insert  <*incladisg  the  two  Nnh 
Tillages.'* 

Do.  169.    Line    6.  For  14,103  rmkf  14,441. 

Do.  18.  For  13,062  read  13,203. 

Do.  171.      Do.    1.  For  ^1,071  r^iuj  16,469. 

Do.  186.      Do.  23.  For  68,318  rM<i  63^818. 
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Page  191  Line  81.  For  1879  read  1877. 

Bo.  191.  Do.  ai.  Between  'have'  and  *in*  insert  <not' 

I>o.  198.  Do.  16.  For  «dohti*  read  'dohli* 

Do.  208.  Do.  27.  For  Hahmadpor-Saidpor  fMui  Saidpnr-Mahiiradpar. 

Do.  821.    Lines  18  and  87. )  «  .  p  *   -,  .^^- „p  .^,  „ 
Do.  222.      Do.  7  and  15. }  For  PalwU  f«kJ  "PalwaL 

Do.  224.   Line  20.  For  GlrdAw^  rlad  Girdiwar, 

APPENDIX  IV. 
Page  CXI.    Total  Ohak  Taom  Col  16.    For  8,7if  nod  S,7i7. 
Do.   OXXXnL    Grand  Total.  Col.  17.   For  31,  lU  f'MiI  81,212.  OoL  1$.  For  1,66^  TT 

f Mi  1,66,847. 
Do.   OXOVL    CoL  9  Total  chak.    For  "26,198'' fAiJ  "27,198." 

„  12         Do.         For  "27-  had  "37" 
Da  CCXH        „    5  Total  Tahsil.  For  "389,4tt"  read  "889,464**. 

„  10  line  4,.oppoBite  MnsafErk    For  •'698**  read  "676**  total  du^. 
For  "11810**  mwl  "11,788**  * 

Total  Tahsil.    For  "276,54t**  wikJ  "272, 481" 
„  11  total  chak.    For  "614**  read  "674** 
Do.  CCXin.      „  18  total  chak.    For  "811 1**  f«ul  "7,111**  ^ 

Do.  20  line  4,    Opposite  Mosaffra.    For  "662**  rmuf  "640"  total  chak.    For"  11,236** 
read  "11,214**  total  tahsU.    Fo^  '*24,6128*'  read  "246,106** 
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'      GURGAON  DISTRICT. 

2. 

OHAPTER  I.— The  Agricultural  Distress  and  its  Causes. 


1.  The  beginning  of  the  present  agricultural  distress  in  theGur- 
Introduction  ^^^  district  dates  from  the  autumn  of  1877. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  that  year,  although  there 
were  here  and  there  villages  which  had  suffered  from  unfavourable 
seasons  or  high  assessments,  the  condition  of  the  district  as  a  whole 
was  unusually  prosperous.  There  had  been  no  serious  drought  for 
eight  years,  and  for  at  least  five  years  the  harvests  had  been,  almost 
without  exception,  up  to  or  above  the  average.  The  district  had 
enjoyed  for  35  years  an  assessment  which  towards  the  end  of  the 
term  had,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  tracts  and  individual  villages, 
become  a  light  one  owing  to  the  rise  in  prices  and  the  development 
of  resources.  There  had  been  no  serious  mortality  of  men  or 
cattle  for  some  years  ;  and  in  population,  extent  of  cultivation  and 
irrigation,  number  of  cattle,  and  amount  of  accumulated  capital,  the 
district  was  probably  richer  then  than  it  had  ever  been  before.  In 
order  to  explain  how  this  unusual  prosperity  has  in  the  short  space 
of  six  years  given  place  to  great  and  general  distress,  it  is  necessary 
to  give  the  history  of  the  seasons  somewhat  fully. 

2.  (See  §  7.)    As  the  cultivation  of  the  district  is  to  a  large  ex- 
j^jj^jjj  tent  either  directly  or  indirectly  dependent  upon 

the  local  rainfall,  it  is  important  that  the  avail- 
able statistics  on  the  subject  should  be  recorded  as  fully  and  discussed 
as  thoroughly  as  possible,  more  especially  as  doubts  have  been 
expressed  as  to  the  accuracy  of  those  given  in  the  Report.  The 
following  figures  give  the  annual  fall  at  each  of  the  five  tahslls  of  the 
district  as  stated  in  the  Panfdb  Gazette  for  the  last  eighteen  years. 
The  rough  way  in  which  these  measurements  are  taken  mak.es  it 
impossible  to  consider  them   wholly  accurate,  but  so  far  as  my 
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experience  of  the  district  goes,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
figures  approximately  represent  the  actual  rainfall  of  the  year  at 
each  tahsfl.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  trustworthy  figures  as  to  the 
rainfall  of  years  previous  to  1865. 


Annual  Rainfall  at  each 

Tahsil  (in  inches). 

YEAR. 

Gurgion. 

RewirC. 

Palwal. 

Nfih. 

Firozpar. 

1865-66 

29-2 

269 

288 

161 

160 

1866-67 
1867-68 

330 

38  J 

170 

417 

306 

25-1 

286 

349 

160 

1868-69 

11-5 

aoi 

193 

158 

12*9 

1869-70 

22-9 

21-4 

22  5 

179 

135 

1870-71 

'5! 

191 

'2'* 

I2'9 

17-4 

1871-72 

278 

12-6 

85 

20-I 

129 

1872-73 

304 

204 

3' -4 

25-8 

215 

1873-74 

451 

3f2 

405 

37  9 

37  9 

1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877.78 

313 

1 6-8 

252 

291 

22-2 

470 

158 

423 

426 

310 

32-2 

296 

197 

191 

180 

136 

169 

176 

9  9 

1878.79 

266 

134 

17-8 

i8-6 

i6-2 

1879.80 

242 

341 

357 

346 

366 

1880.81 

171 

2I'0 

21  5 

lil 

22-8 

1881-82 

207 

282 

277 

22*1 

18S2-83 

154 

193 

26-3 

26*6 

322 

Average  of  18  years 

266 

224 

255 

24*0 

223 

This  gives  a  very  different  result  from  that  stated  in  the  Report, 
§  7,  where  the  average  rainfall  taken  as  that  of  the  ten  years  ending 
with  1876,  is  given  as  follows:* — 

Gurgdon.  Rew4ri.  Palwal.  Ndh.  Firozpar. 

286  317  320  336  3ri 

It  is  evident  that  where  the  rainfall  varies  so  greatly  from  year 
to  year,  a  true  average  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  taking  that  of  a 
long  series  of  years,  and  as  several  of  the  years  preceding  1876, 
notably  the  years  1873  ^"d  1875,  were  years  of  abnormally  heavy 
rainfall,  the  average  of  the  ten  years  ending  with  1876  does  not  give 
a  fair  average  of  the  ordinary  rainfall.  Moreover,  the  average  of 
those  years  given  in  §  7  does  not  correspond  with  the  figures  stated 
above,  which  I  have  myself  taken  from  the  Gazette,  and  there  seems 
to  have  been  some  mistake  in  calculating  it.  (I  find  too  that  the 
average  annual  fall  for  the  past  22  years  which  has  till  lately  been 
given  weekly  in  the  Gazette  was  wrongly  calculated  and  much  in 
excess  of  the  truth.)  The  average  of  18  years  given  above  may  be 
taken  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  a  true  average  that  can 
be  got. 

A  comparison  of  the  average  rainfalls  of  this  district  with  those 
of  the  neighbouring  tahsfls  shows  that  as  a  general  rule  the  farther 

•A'b/^.— These  figures  agree  with  and  were  probably  taken  by  me  from  pages  34  and  36 
of  the  replies  to  the  Famine  Commission  compiled  by  Major  Wace  ;  these  figures  are  stated 
to  have  been  supplied  by  the  Famine  Commission  Office.— /"•  C.  Channing,  3- 1-84. 
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west  and  south-west  one  goes  away  from  the  Jamnd  and  the  Hima- 
laya, the  lighter  is  the  average  fall.  Thus,  taking  the  average  for 
the  ten  years  1881-82,  while  beyond  the  Jamnd  the  average  fall  at 
Khurjd  in  Bulandshahr  is  23  inches,  at  Khair  in  Aligarh  22,  and  at 
Saddbdd  in  Mathra  23  (^farther  east  it  soon  increases  considerably), 
we  have  along  the  Jamnd  valley  and  near  it  the  following  averages  : — 
Delhi  30,  Ballabgarh  24,  Palwal  29,  Kosl  28,  Chhdtd  26,  Math  24, 
Mathrd  28  :  and  farther  south-west  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
Jamnd :  SamplA  25,  Gurgdon  29,  Niih  2^^  Ffrozpur  24,  Bhartpur  28  : 
farther  west  again,  Rohtak  21,  Jhajjar  22,  Rewdrf  22,  and  still  farther 
west,  BhiwAnf  19,  and  Hdnsf  and  Hissdr  18.  The  accompanying 
sketch  map  will  show  the  comparison  more  clearly  (the  figures  for 
the  Alwar  stations  give  the  average  rainfall  for  the  seven  years 
ending  1882-83  and  therefore  cannot  be  compared  directly  with  the 
other  averages.)  It  may  be  said  then  that,  roughly  speaking,  the 
average  rainfall  of  the  district,  as  of  the  whole  tract  of  country, 
gets  less  as  one  goes  south-westward  away  from  the  Jamnd ;  and 
the  average  rainfall  of  the  belt  along  the  Jamnd  embracing  Gur- 
gdon  and  Palwal  may  be  taken  as  about  26  inches,  of  a  belt  south- 
west of  this  still  parallel  to  the  Jamnd  and  including  Niih  as  24 
inches,  and  of  the  belt  farther  from  the  river  embracing  Rewdr/  and 
Ffrozpur  as  about  22  inches. 

But  while  these  figures  represent  the  average  of  a  series  of 
years,  the  most  marked  feature  of  the  return  is  the  variableness  of 
the  rainfall  ;  thus  at  Gurgdon  it  varied  from  11*5  inches  in  1868-69  to 
47*0  in  1875-76,  and  in  the  same  year  (1871-72)  it  was  85  inches  at 
Palwal  and  27*8  inches  at  Gurgdon,  only  some  30  miles  off.  Moreover, 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  crops  depends  more  on  the  distribution 
than  on  the  mere  amount  of  the  annual  fall,  and  while  the  figures 
showing  the  total  rainfall  are  well  worth  discussion,  they  are  only 
a  very  rough  index  to  the  nature  of  the  seasons  as  favourable  or 
otherwise  to  the  crops. 

I  must  note  here  that  in  my  former  report  on  the  agricultural 
distress  in  this  district,  I  was  misled  by  the  wrongly-stated  average 
rainfall  into  stating  that  the  average  for  the  five  years  ending  1881-82 
was  only  two-thirds  of  the  previous  average.  If  the  18  years  be 
divided  into  three  periods  of  six  years  each,  we  have  the  following 
averages : — 


Average  Annual  fall  for  the  six  years. 

Palwal. 

F(ro2pur. 

Nilh. 

Gurs^on. 

Rew&rL 

Ending  1870-71           

„      1876.77 

M      1882-83           

22-5 
296 
243 

196 
241 

191 
292 
237 

203 

251 
20| 
21  6 

It  appears  then,  that  while  the  average  of  the  last  six  years  \s 
much  below  that  of  the  previous  six  years,  it  is  not  very  much  below 
the  average  of  the  whole  18  years  and  about  equal  to  that  of  the 
first  six  years  of  the  period.     There  is  then  no  reason  to  apprehend 
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a  permanent  decrease  iit  the  amount  of  rain  vouchsafed  to  the  district, 
which  would  entail  a  permanent  diminution  of  its  productive  power, 
and  perhaps  necessitate  a  considerable  permanent  reduction  of  the 
revenue.  (It  may  be  noted,  in  passing,  how  heavy  the  rainfall  was 
during  the  six  years  ending  187677,  which  was  the  period  during 
which  the  Settlement  measurements  took  place,  and  the  Settlement 
Officer  inspected  the  villages  for  assessment  purposes).  It  appears 
also  that  the  rainfall  has  not  been  so  deficient  in  total  amount  during 
the  last  six  years  as  was  thought,  and  that  the  falling  off  of  the 
produce  of  the  district  during  the  period  is  due  rather  to  the  in- 
opportuneness  of  the  rainfall  than  its  scantiness ;  yet  the  rainfall 
of  1877-78,  1878-79  and  1880-81  was  markedly  below  the  average  in 
amount  also. 

3.     The  following  extracts  from  the  Annual  Revenue  Reports 
Nature    of  the    seasons     will   show  how  the  State  of  the  crops    was 
from  1875  to  1883.  represented    at    the    time    by    the   Deputy 

Commissioner  of  the  district. 

The  rabf  crop  of  1875  was  good  on  the  average.  In  the 
Seasons  previous  to  1877,  kharff  of  1 875  the  fall  of  rain  before  Sep- 
tember was  scauty,  but  on  the  7th,  8th  and 
9th  of  that  month  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  the  whole  country  was 
for  a  time  one  sheet  of  water.  Bands  for  retaining  water  burst  in  all 
directions,  and  129  villages  had  their  lands  flooded.  In  57  villages 
the  damage  was  very  considerable,  and  relief  had  to  be  granted 
by  suspension  and  remission  of  the  Government  demand.  The 
kharff  crop  failed  in  many  places  owing  to  sudden  and  heavy  rain 
and  inundations.  The  rabi  crop  of  1876  was  a  fairly  good  one, 
above  rather  than  below  the  average.  In  khar{f  1876  the  rainfall 
was  very  scanty,  being  five  inches  below  the  average  of  the  previous 
five  years.  In  July  there  was  a  fairly  good  supply,  but  in  the  two 
following  months  the  rain  almost  entirely  failed,  and  the  consequent 
partial  failure  of  the  kharff  crops  rendered  the  realisation  of  the 
revenue  difficult.  The  rabf  crop  of  1877  was  rather  above  the 
average. 

Meteorological  phenomena  were  abnormal  throughout  the  year 
Kharff  1877.  Heavy  storms  were  frequent  at   the  end  of 

'        *  May  and  throughout  June,  i '4  inches  of  rain 

fell  on  the  8th  of  July,  and  drought  then  prevailed  until  the  loth  of 
October  when  2-4  inches  of  rain  fell.  There  were  heavy  showers 
(3*5  inches)  on  the  i8th  and  19th  December,  and  after  this  nothing 
appreciable  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total  fall  for  the  year 
was  18  inches,  or  about  one-half  of  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
The  rain  which  fell  in  June  was  favourable  for  cotton  cultivation, 
but  the  subsequent  drought  destroyed  all  bdrdni  crops,  and  even  on 
lands  irrigated  from  wells,  the  plants,  though  otherwise  strong 
and  healthy  in  appearance,  threw  out  no  blossoms  and 
therefore  produced  no  fruit  Except  in  the  Palwal  tahsil  and  a 
fQ^  villages  of  Niih  and  Ffrozpur,  to  which  rdjbahds  of  the  Agrd 
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Canal  extended,  the  kharif  failed  entirely.  The  up-lands  and  hill 
villages  of  course  got  no  crops,  and  the  Dahr  lands  around  jhm 
and  along  the  beds  of  streams  like  the  S^hibi  and  Landohd  were 
never  flooded  at  all.  Crops  raised  by  well-irrigation  were  partly 
burnt  up  by  the  long  continued  dry  heat,  and  the  yield  was  very 
small ;  and  deducting  a  field  here  and  there  which  owing  to  excep-r 
tional  circumstances  bore  a  crop,  four-fifths  of  th^  district  presented 
tjhe  appearance  of  a  barren  desert. 

The  rain  which  fell  early  in  October  partially    averted    the    still 
Rabi  1878  greater    calamity   which    seemed  impending 

'        '  by    enabling    the    people   to  sow  wheat  and 

barley  In  the  lighter  soils,  but  the  fall  was  not  sufficient  and  a  very 
large  area  was  not  put  under  crops  until  the  19th  of  December. 
From  this  time  up  to  the  end  of  January  hopes  were  entertained  of 
a  magnificent  rab/,  the  area  sown  being  much  larger  than  usual, 
and  all  the  jhiX  lands  brought  under  cultivation.  The  late  crops 
however  required  rain  in  February  to  bring  them  forward,  instead 
of  which  hot  dry  winds  prevailed  throughout  February  and  March, 
and  rapidly  deprived  the  soil  of  whatever  moisture  was  left  in  it. 
In  consequence  of  this,  very  little  of  the  grain  sown  in  December 
produced  any  fruit,  and  that  sown  earlier  yielded  only  small  and 
shrunken  grains,  reducing  the  whole  outturn  to  one-third  or  one- 
fourth  of  what  had  been  estimated  two  months  beforjs.  Thi9 
occurred  even  in  the  case  of  crops  that  looked  most  promising. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year    1878-79   was    much    below   the 
TTL  M  .RTft  average,  and  the  distribution  was  unfortunate, 

KHartf,  I57».  Up  jQ  ^j^g  J  j^^   ^f  jyjy     ^,jg^^    ^^^     drought, 

after  which  33*5  inches  fell  (at  Gurgaon)  within  thirty  days,  and  then, 
with  the  exception  of  one  inch  in  September,  '2  in  February  and  -5  in 
March,  there  was  no .  more  rain  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Till 
towards  Ae  end  of  August  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  very 
abundant  crop,  but  the  subsequent  drought  parched  everything 
except  the  bdjrd  which  is  the  first  to  ripen,  and  though  fodder  was 
plentiful,  the  outturn  of  other  grain  was  very  small.  The  area  sown 
for  the  kharff  was  large,  and  but  for  scarcity  of  seed  and  bullocks 
and  inability  of  the  people  to  purchase  them,  would  have  been  much 
larger.  Up  to  the  end  of  August  every  crop  gave  promise  of  an 
abundant  outturn,  but  owing  to  the  early  cessation  of  the  rain  the 
hope  was  not  realised  except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  bdjrd.  The 
Jawdr  yielded  only  small  shrunken  grains,  but  produced  an  abundant 
crop  of  fodder.  The  cotton  crop  was  a  fair  one,  but  not  very 
abundant  as  the  sowing  was  late. 

The  area  sown  for  rabf  1879   was  greatly  aflfected^  and  that 

^    -  unfavourably,    by    the  peculiarities   of   the 

'     '^'  season,  or  in  other  words  by  the   scantiness 

and  inopportune  distribution  of  the  rainfaU.    The  rain   ceased  by 

the  20th  of   August,  and    by    October    there    was    not    sufficient 

moisture  left  in  the  ground  for  the  sowing  of  the  gram  crop,  and  iiir 
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consequence  hardly  any  gram  was  sown.  The  failure  of  the  winter 
rains  made  it  impossible  to  sow  wheat  or  barley  on  bdrdni  lands  as 
they  cannot  be  sown  later  than  the  20th  of  December.  Speaking 
generally,  the  lands  dependent  upon  rain  bore  no  spring  crop  at  all. 
Such  lands  form  by  far  largest  portions  of  Niih,  Firozpur  and 
Gurgdon.  Palwal  has  a  strip  of  saildbi  land  along  the  Jamnd,  as 
well  as  the  Agrd  Canal  passing  through  the  midst  of  it.  The 
wheat  and  barley  crops  on  the  former  were  unusually  fine,  and 
the  canal-irrigated  crops  not  below  the  average.  Some  villages 
however  in  this  tahsfl  which  have  few  wells  and  do  not  get  canal 
water  were  greatly  reduced,  though  the  industrious  JAts  who  abound 
there  do  far  more  to  help  themselves  than  the  lazy  Meos  of  Niih 
and  Firozpur.  Other  villages  had  suffered  so  terribly  from  fever  which 
in  Palwal  town  carried  off  one-sixth  of  the  population,  and  in 
Mdnpur  and  Bahfn  one-fourth,  that  wells  lay  idle  for  want  of  hands 
to  work  them,  and  the  available  canal  water  was  only  partially 
utilized.  The  greater  part  of  Niih  and  Firozpur  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  barren  waste.  The  Gurgdon  villages  bordering  on 
the  Najafgarh  Jhd  and  along  the  course  of  the  Sahibf  had  excellent 
crops  of  wheat  and  barley,  but  the  high  lands  skirting  the  hills  and 
those  around  Farrukhnagar  produced  little  or  nothing.  In  Rewar{ 
the  dahri  of  the  Sahibf  yielded  a  good  outturn  ;  witli  this  excep- 
tion all  the  rain  lands  were  bare,  but  owing  to  the  good  cultivation 
and  superior  industry  of  the  Ahir  population,  the  best  agriculturists 
and  the  most  thrifty  tribe  in  the  district,  nearly  every  village  had  a 
large  area  of  chdlii  land  bearing  very  fine  crops.  The  area  sown 
was  comparatively  small,  but  the  average  outturn  unusually  high. 

The  usual   rains   began   about  the  isth  of  June  1879,  and  were 
Kharif  1870  generally  well  distributed  ;  but  in  the  Ffroz- 

*  pur  tahsfl  much  damaj^e  was  done  by    floods, 

and  large  bodies  of  water  collected  at  Kotla,  Chandainf,  Khalilpur 
and  between  Sangel  and  Ujfnd,  entirely  destroyed  the  kharff  and 
prevented  the  sowing  of  a  rabf  over  considerable  tracts  of  land. 
The  meteorological  conditions  of  the  year  were  on  the  whole  favour- 
able to  agriculture.  The  greatest  drawback  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  was  the  fatal  epidemic  fever  which  raged  throughout  the 
district  from  September  to  December  carrying  off  thousands  of 
agriculturists  and  laying  the  rest  prostrate.  The  kharff  crop 
was  an  abundant  one,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  grain  was  destroyed 
before  it  could  be  got  in.  Many  proprietors  offered  half  the  crop 
for  the  labour  of  cutting  it,  but  still  failed  to  get  labourers  able  to 
undertake  the  work. 

Good  showers  fell  over  most  of   the   district    on    the    27th   of 
,  J    g«  December,   and    the  gauges   registered   two 

'        *  inches  at  Gurgaon  and  Rew4ri  on  the  20th  of 

July  ;  but  in  Ffrozpur  only  one-tenth  fell  between  October  and  April, 
and  though  the  land  within  the  influence  of  the  Landohd  had  been 
well  saturated,  the  up-land  crops  suffered  much  from  drought. 
From   about  the  J5th  of  December  the  improvement  was  rapid,  and 
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the  area  ultimately  sown  with  spring  crops  was  not  very  far  below 
the  average.  But  as  the  most  favourable  season  for  early  sowing 
had  been  allowed  to  pass,  the  approach  of  the  hot  weather  pre- 
vented the  ears  of  wheat  and  barley  from  swelling  to  their  normal 
size,  and  the  weight  of  the  outturn  was  rather  short 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  insufficient   for    the    kharff  crops 
Kharif  i88o.  which  were  meagre  in  proportion  and  fodder 

'       *  was  not  plentiful. 

In  this  district  two  conditions  are  essential  to  the  production    of 
Rabi  1881  spring  crops  on  ddrduilsLuds — abundant  rains 

towards  the  end  of  the  monsoon,  />.,  in  Sep- 
tember, and  moderate  showers  between  15th  December  and  isth 
January.  In  September  1880  Rewdrf  and  Niih  got  six  to  seven  inches 
of  rain,  and  though  the  winter  rains  were  scanty,  the  effect  of  this 
upon  the  spring  crop  was  considerable  ;  and  throughout  the  RevvArf 
pargana,  which  is  better  protected  by  well  irrigation  than  other  parts 
of  the  district,  the  rab(  yield  was  scarcely  below  the  average.  In 
the  hard  chiknot  of  Chak  Piinahdnd  which  the  rain  was  not  sufficient 
to  moisten,  and  the  country  round  Hatfn  and  between  it  and 
Palwal,  as  well  as  the  bangar  unirrigated  villages  of  the  Palwal  par- 
gana, sowing  was  impossible  ;  and  the  bhu^r  on  both  sides  of  the 
hill  ranges  in  Niih  and  Ffrozpur  likewi.se  lay  uncultivated. 

During  the  monsoon  of  188 1  rain  began  to  fall  on    the   7th  and 
Kharif   1881  ^^^    °^   J"^y»  ^"^    continued    with  some  re- 

gularity up  to  the  end  of  August,  but  there 
was  no  rain  at  all  in  September.  In  the  kharff  most  villages  got 
some  cotton,  bajra  and  moth,  but  the  jawar  yielded  nothing  but 
fodder,  the  failure  of  rain  after  the  end  of  August  having  been  fatal 
to  its  development.  In  parts  of  Rewdrf  and  GurgAon  excess  of  rain 
flooded  the  land  and  washed  away  the  seed,  necessitating  a  second 
and  even  a  third  sowing,  but  in  the  end  fair  crops  resulted,  especially 
in  Rewdrf.  Throughout  the  eastern  parts  of  the  district  there 
were  everywhere  complaints  of  a  deficient  kharff  attributed  to 
drought,  but  the  Deputy  Commissioner  was  not  certain  that  crops 
other  thdiW  jawar  had  failed  badly. 

The  absence  of  rain  in  September  188 1  restrfcted  the  cultivation 
, .    jjjj  to  lands  prepared  by  canal  or  well  irrigation 

Kabi,  i5»2.  ^^  j^^  flooding  (tiahH,  chdJii  and  dah4).     The 

failure  of  the  usual  winter  rains  destroyed  the  crops  sown  on  all  but 
the  lowest  and  dampest  part  of  the  dahri  and  damaged  irrigated 
crops,  and  many  of  these  latter  after  being  forced  on  prematurely  by 
warm  weather  in  January  were  cut  off  by  cold  winds  and  frosts  in 
February.  This  last  cause  reduced  the  outturn  to  half  or  three- 
fourths  of  an  average  yield  according  to  the  more  or  less  exposed 
position  of  the  ground,  and  the  outturn  for  the  whole  district  could 
not  have  been  much  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  average. 
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The  rainfall  of  Palwal  nnd  Nuh  was  not  very  deficient  and  that  of 
Kharff  1882  Ffrozpiir    considerably    above    the  average, 

and  yet  owing  to  its  unequal  distribution  the 
kharff  crops  to  a  great  extent  failed.  The  season  opened  favourably 
with  showers  on  the  nth  and  14th  of  June,  except  in  the  Palwal 
tahsfl  where  no  rain  fell  until  the  20th,  and  cotton  and  bdjrd  were 
very  largely  sown.  Then  followed  a  month  of  steady  rain,  and  up 
to  the  first  week  in  August  there  appeared  to  be  reasonable  hope  of 
a  very  abundant  harvest  throughout  the  district,  but  the  three  weeks 
of  drought  which  ensued  destroyed  the  jawar  crops  or  rather  pre- 
vented the  grain  from  forming,  though  there  was  a  good  yield  of  fodder. 
Bdjrd  and  moiA  are  the  staple  kharff  crops  for  rain  lands  in  the  RcwArf 
tahsfl,  and  the  outturn  generally  did  not  exceed  20  to  3olbs.  per  acre, 
and  the  crop  in  many  places  was  completely  burnt  up.  Cotton  suc- 
ceeded fairly  well  in  Niih  and  PalvVal,  and  unusually  well  in  Ffroz- 
pur,  and  as  this  is  a  profitable  crop,  it  compensated  in  a  great  degree 
for  the  loss  of  food  stuflTs,  but  in  RewArf  no  cotton  is  grown,  and  in 
Gurgdon  very  little. 

The  general  fall  of  rain  which  occurred  between  the   nth  and 
Rabi  i8S^  ^^^^    ^^  September,  varying  from   2  inches 

'  in  Niih  to  8  inches  in    Ffrozpur,    was    very 

favourable  for  the  sowing  of  spring  crops,  and  an  unusually  large 
area  was  in  consequence  brought  under  cultivation,  especially  in  the 
valley  of  the  Landohd,  whose  floods  extended  as  far  north  as  Bhddas, 
Nagfna  and  Umra.  On  the  other  hand  the  large  accumulation  of 
water  in  the  Kotls  basin,  around  Ujfnd  and  Sangel  and  on  other 
Jhfl  lands  kept  the  ground  submerged  and  prevented  the  sowing  of 
rabf  crops.  Most  of  the  da/iri  crops,  however,  depend  on  winter 
rain  to  bring  them  to  maturity,  and  unfortunately  no  rain  fell  until 
the  loth  of  January,  and  then  only  slight  showers  varying  from  3 
to  '6  of  an  inch,  except  in  Rewari  which  got  i-2.  The  next  showers 
fell  on  January  25th  by  which  date  much  damage  had  been  done 
by  drought,  and  many  unirrigated  crops  were  burnt  up.  Still  the 
rain,  late  as  it  was,  brought  on  the  irrigated  crops  and  saved  those 
on  the  low-lying  daAri,  Some  damage  was  again  done  by  cold  and 
frost  in  February  and  by  hail  at  the  beginning  of  March; 
but  though  the  cultivators  were  very  loud  in  their  complaints 
hoping  thereby  to  gain  something  further  in  the  way  of  remis- 
sion or  reduction,  the  damage  from  both  causes  was  not  serious, 
except  to  the  gram  crop  of  the  Pdnahini  Bdngar,  the  outturn  of 
which  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  effects  of  the  frost.  In  the  Ffroz- 
pur valley  and  to  a  less  extent  in  some  other  parts  of  the  district, 
blight  seriously  reduced  the  outturn  of  the  crops  on  lands  irrigated 
from  wells.  Notwithstanding  some  unfavourable  conditions,  the  rabf 
may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  average  crop  throughout  the  district. 
The  year  on  the  whole,  though  not  a  very  prosperous  one  for  the 
agricultural  population,  has  on  the  other  hand  not  been  marked  by 
any  great  calamity. 
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The  foregoing  reports  may  be  summarised 
a  tabular  form  as  follows : — 


Ybar. 

Nature  op  Harvest. 

Kharff. 

Rabf. 

1 874.-7  c                    •-> 

Good. 

1875-76 
1876.77 
1877.78 
1878.79 

1 879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 

Fair. 
Poor. 

Very  poor. 
Poor. 

Very  good. 
Poor. 
Poor. 
Poor. 

Good. 

Good. 

Poor. 

Poor. 

Fair. 

Poor. 

Very  poor. 

Fair. 

It  appears  then  that  while  the  crops  for  the  three  years  previous  to 
1877  were  on  the  whole  good,  since  then  the  only  crop  above  aver- 
age has  been  that  of  kharif  1879,  which  could  not  be  reaped  owing 
to  the  terrible  fever  then  raging.  The  severe  drought  of  kharif 
1877,  was  followed  by  three  other  poor  harvests,  and  again  the  five 
harvests  preceding  the  present  rabi  (1883)  have  all  been  decidedly 
below  the  average. 


4.    Although  with  the  information  available  it  is  impossible  to 
Estimate  of  the  loss  of    estimate  such  losses  in   figures   except   with 
harvests.  only  a  very  rough  approximation  to  the  truth, 

it  may  help  to  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  loss  suffered  if  the  attempt 
be  made.  Taking  the  produce  of  an  average  harvest  as  the  unit,  the 
surplus  or  deficiency  of  the  harvests  since  1877  may  be  estimated 
as  follows  : — 


Ybar. 

SUKPLVS  OR  DsFlCIBNCr. 

Kharif. 

Rabf. 

1877-78 
1878-79 
1879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 

+  • 

0 

Total 

— i 

—    2 
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According  to  this  estimate,  had  the  crops  of  the  last  six  years  been 
on  the  whole  up  to  the  average,  other  things  remaining  as  before,  the 
district  would  have  been  richer  than  it  now  is  by  the  equivalent  of 
the  produce  of  i  J^  kharif  harvests  and  two  rabi  harvests  or  say 
ij4  years,  and  as  the  average  value  of  a  year's  produce  is 
estimated  to  be  about  six  times  the  assessment  or  75  lakhs  of  rupees, 
this  represents  a  loss  of  considerably  over  a  crore  of  rupees  or  say 
a  million  sterling  to  the  agricultural  population. 

5.    While  the  Settlement   measurements  were  in  progress  from 
-  1872  to   1876,  the  cattle  of  all  kinds  in  each 

village  were  enumerated  by  the  Patwaris, 
and  the  number  recorded  in  the  village  Note-books.  It  seems  that 
no  great  care  was  taken  to  check  the  Patwiris'  returns,  and  the 
figures  are  probably  not  very  trustworthy.  The  most  important  class  of 
animals  are  the  plough-bullocks,  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  a  correct  return 
of  them  unless  a  simultaneous  Census  be  taken  over  the  whole  district 
and  on  a  uniform  plan.  In  many  villages  it  is  usual  for  the  peasants 
to  sell  their  plough-cattle  at  the  end  of  one  season,  and  buy  fresh 
animals  just  before  the  next  ploughing  season,  thus  saving  the 
expense  of  feeding  them  for  the  time  (see  Rohtak  Report,  §  67.)  It  is 
also  very  common  in  this  district  for  peasants  to  lend  their  cattle  to 
their  relatives  and  friends  for  a  time  ;  for  instance,  the  Meos  of  the 
Tdoru  and  Alwar  territory  immediately  west  of  the  hills,  where  there 
is  little  rab(  sown,  lend  their  bullocks  for  the  raW  sowings  to  their 
friends  in  the  Dahrf  and  BAncrar  of  Niih  and  Ffrozpur,  and  take 
them  back  again  for  the  kharff.  Besides,  when  fodder  is  scarce  in  one 
part  of  the  district,  the  cattle  are  sent  to  graze  in  other  villages 
having  a  better  supply.  For  these  reasons  the  number  of  plough- 
cattle  in  many  villages  varies  greatly  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year.  Again,  some  men  count  animals  of  two  and  three  years  old 
as  plough-bullocks,  while  others  count  only  full  grown  animals  in 
regular  work.  It  is  difficult  to  check  the  statements  of  the  peasants  as 
to  the  number  of  cattle  they  have,  and  no  doubt  the  number  is  often 
understated  in  order  to  make  the  village  seem  poorer  than  it  is.  On 
the  other  hand  the  Patwdr{  to  escape  the  imputation  of  favouring 
the  peasants,  sometimes  returns  the  number  at  more  than  the  truth. 
I  have  noticed  numerous  cases  in  which,  according  to  my  impression 
at  the  time  of  inspecting  the  villages,  the  number  appeared  to  have 
been  over-estimated  by  the  PatwArf.  In  some  I  was  convinced  that  the 
number  returned  was  much  below  the  truth,  and  in  others  it  seemed 
impossible  that  there  could  be  so  many  in  the  village  as  the  Patwdrf 
said,  and  on  checking  his  return  before  the  peasants  my  impression 
was  confirmed.  No  doubt  so  strongly  was  it  the  interest  of  the 
villagers  to  make  their  condition  appear  as  bad  as  possible  that  the 
tendency  to  return  a  number  less  than  the  truth  has  been  stronger 
than  the  other  tendency  in  the  present  enumeration  ;  and  at  Settle, 
ment  too  it  is  probable  that  the  number  was  rather  under  than  over- 
estimated.   Yet,    for    instance,    I  cannot  believe  that  at  Settlement 
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there  were  in  the  Tdoru  parganA  so  many  as  6,837  plough-cattle  (the 
number  given  in  the  village  Note-books)  or  a  pair  to  every  12  acres, 
for  there  the  soil  is  poor  and  sandy,  and  there  is  little  irrigation  from 
wells.  Several  of  these  errors  tend  to  correct  each  other,  and  the 
larger  the  tract  taken,  the  less  will  be  the  error. 

The  number  of  plough-cattle  returned  at  Settlement  (1872 — 76) 
is  as  follows  :— 

Tahsil.  No,  of  cattle  as  given  in  village  Note-books. 

Palwal  ...  ...  •••  ...  25424 

Ffrozpur  •••  ...  ...  ...  20,378 

Nuh  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,426 

Gurgion  •••  —  ...  ...  18,167 

Rewdrf  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,926 

Total  ...    112,321 

This  gives  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every  175^  acres  of  cultivation, 
the  proportion  for  the  different  tahsfls  being  a  pair  to"  every 
22  acres  in  Rewdrf,  20  iii  Gurgion,  16  in  Palwal,  14  in  Ndh,  and  16 
in  Ffrozpur.  In  the  two  former  tahsfls  the  proportion  of  light  soil 
is  large,  but  on  the  6ther  hand  irrigation  from  wells  is  much  practised, 
while  in  the  three  latter  tahsfls,  though  well  irrigation  is  not  much 
practised,  the  prevalence  of  the  harder  soils  makes  a  larger  number 
of  bullocks  necessary,  and  the  people  generally  say  that  a  pair  of 
bullocks  cannot  work  more  than  13  acres  properly.  In  the 
Rohtak  district,  according  to  an  enumeration  made  during  Settle- 
ment in  1875,  there  were  97,036  bullocks,  or  a  pair  to  every  18^  acres 
of  cultivation.  In  the  Delhi  district,  according  to  an  enumeration 
made  during  Settlement,  there  were  80,610  plough-cattle,  or  a  pair  to 
every  13  acres  of  cultivation.  In  the  Kosf  tahsfl  of  the  Mathri 
district,  which  adjoins  tahsfl  Palwal  to  the  south  and  resembles  it  in 
its  most  important  features,  there  were  at  settlement  11,547  plough- 
cattle  or  a  pair  to  every  14^  acres.  From  a  comparison  of  all  these 
figures  and  a  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  different 
districts,  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  time  of  prosperity,  to  keep  up  a 
good  standard  of  cultivation  throughout  the  district,  there  ought  to 
be  in  the  Gurgdon  district  about  1 10,000  plough-cattle,  or  a  pair  to 
every  18  acres  of  cultivation. 

The  drought  of  1877-78  was  dreadfully  fatal  to  the  cattle,  as  the 
failure  of  rain  not  only  prevented  the  growth  of  the  usual  supply  of 
fodder,  but  deprived  the  cattle  of  the  grass  on  which  they  depend 
during  the  monsoon  months.  Everything  eatable  was  soon  con- 
sumed, and  the  cattle  died  rapidly  and  in  great  numbers.  The 
plough-cattle  being  the  most  valuable  were  preserved  to  the  last,  but 
so  complete  was  the  failure  of  fodder  that  not  even  the  bullocks,  on 
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which  the  hopes  of  the  peasant  for  future  crops  depended,  could  be 
preserved  from  starvation.  According  to  an  enuoieration  made  at 
the  time  the  loss  of  plough-bullocks  was  as  follows : — 


Tahsfl. 

Former  number. 

Number  dead. 

Palwal 

Niih      

Ffrozpor          

Gurgdon          

Rewdr{            

13.301 
20,000 
19,860 
17.500 
28,000 

3.329 

ll.OOQ 
842? 

7.2SO 

1,693 

Total 

98.661 

31.694 

This  enumeration  was  evidently  a  very  rough  one,  and  not  to  be 
accepted  as  at  all  exact  The  number  of  cattle  previously  existing 
is  evidently  understated  in  Palwal  and  overstated  in  RewM,  but  it 
may  be  taken  as  certain  that  in  1877-78  some  30,000  bullocks  or  say 
a  fourth  of  the  plough-cattle  then  in  the  district  died*  that  the  los^ 
was  least  in  the  Hindu  tahsils  of  Rewirf,  with  its  large  area  of  well 
irrigation,  and  of  Palwal  with  its  canal  and  river  ;  and  greatest  in  thp 
Musalmdn  tahsHs  of  Ndh  and  Ffrozpur,  with  their  cultivation  aln)03t 
wholly  dependent  on  the  local  rainfall  and  their  thriftless  Meo  popu- 
lation. Duriijg  his  tour  in  the  cold  weather  of  1877-78,  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  saw  heaps  of  buffalo  and  bullock  bones  lying  round 
nearly  every  village  in  the  Ndh  tahsfl,  and  at  many  places  in  Gurgdon, 
Rewirf  and  Ffrozpur,  and  frequently  saw  the  dry  thatch  of  deserted 
huts  pulled  out  and  chopped  up  and  given  to  the  cattle  as  fpdder 
mixed  with  the  leaves  of  kikar  and  other  trees  as  a  last  r^ouroe  to 
keep  them  nlive.  In  the  neighbouring  Rohtak  district  (Settlement 
Report,  §  66)  in  the  same  year  of  drought  the  number  of  plough- 
bullocks  was  reduced  from  97^036  to  59,2819  or  according  to  anotheur 
estimate  64,050,  a  loss  of  more  than  a  third.  Since  18^8  fodder  has 
been  generally  plentiful  and  there  hns  been  no  serious  Riortality 
among  the  cattle  from  starvation  or  disease,  but  the  former  number 
of  plough-cattle  has  not  yet  been  nearly  attained.  During  the 
fodder-famine  of  1877-78,  when  the  mortality  among  the  carefully 
tended  plough-cattle  was  so  great,  it  was  much  greater  among  the 
less  valuable  cows  and  calves,  and  their  loss  greatly  reduced  in  the 
following  years  the  supply  of  young  bullocks  growing  up  to  take 
the  place  of  those  which  died  off  in  ordinary  course,  as  well  as  those 
lost  in  the  abnormal  mortality  of  1877-78.    According  to  Statemcot 
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A  of  the  Assessment  Report,  and  according  to  the  Revenue  Report  of 
1878,  the  number  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  and  the  number  lost  in  that 
year  was  as  follows : — 


TahsiL 

Number  of  cattle  pre\  ious  to 

SCARCITY. 

No.  lost  in  1877-8. 

According  to 
Statement  A. 

According  to 
Revenue  Keport 

Palwal      

Niih         

Ffrozpur 

Gurgdon , 

Rewir/ 

78,978 
77.851 
42,44  J 
64.939 
38,925 

49453 
70,000 
62,211 

73,443 
50,500 

15.903 
46,600 

30.274 

39.349 
15.903 

Total 

303,134 

305,607 

146,679 

Although  these  figures  are  evidently  not  very  trustworthy,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  about  150,000  cattle  or  nearly  a  half  of  the 
total  number  in  the  district  died  in  1877-78.  In  the  Rohtak  district 
the  number  was  reported  as  reduced  from  41^,974  to  240,621,  a  loss 
of  nearly  1,80,000  head.  The  large  proportion  borne  by  the  plough- 
bullocks  to  the  total  number  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  in  Gurgdon  dis- 
trict would  seem  to  show  that  the  number  of  cattle  must  have  been 
understated,  especially  as  many  of  the  Meo  villages  in  ordinary 
seasons  export  young  stock.  Probably  the  number  of  cattle  of  all 
kinds  (bullocks,  cows  and  bufialoes,  including  calves)  in  the  Gurgdoa 
district  previous  to  the  drought  of  1877  was  nearer  four  lakhs 
than  three. 

If  the  number  of  cattle  that  died  be  taken  at  150,000,  and  their 
average  value  be  estimated  at  the  low  figure  of  Rs.  10,  this  in  itself 
represents  a  loss  to  the  agricultural  population  of  15  lakhs  of 
rupees. 

An  enumeration  of  the  ploughs-bullocks  has  been  made  in  every 
village  during  the  cold  weather  of  1882-83  by  the  patwdris.  It  was 
impossible  to  check  their  returns  satisfactorily  and  the  figures  are 
not  very  trustworthy.  My  impression  is  that  they  are  below  the  truth, 
but  not  very  much  below  it,  and  they  may  be  taken  as  showing  ap- 
proximately the  number  of  plough-cattle  in  each  tahsfl  previous  to 
ttielate  grant  of   Rs.  i, 50,000  takkavj.    As   compared  with  the 
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numbers  given  in  the  village  Note-books  as  found  in  the  village  at 
Settlement  (1872-76)  they  give  the  following  results  : — 


Nunber  of  plough-bunocks. 

TahaO. 

At 

SettloBent. 

In  1883^3. 

Defidcncr. 

Percentage  of  lost. 

Palwal       ... 

Firozpur     ...                 •• 

Nuh 

Gurgaon    ... 

Rcwarf      ... 

25.424 
20378 
28,426 
18,167 
19.926 

17.453 
12,949 
17.806 
15-476 
17.279 

7,971 
7429 
10620 
2,691 
2,647 

IS 

37 
«5 
13 

Total 

112,321 

80,963 

3^.358 

28 

Making  every  allowance  for  over-estimates  and  under-estimates, 
it  may  be  said  broadly  that  in  1876  the  district  had  about  110,000 
plough-bullocks,  the  number  required  to  keep  up  the  standard  of 
cultivation  fully,  and  that  in  the  cold  weather  of  1882-83  it  was  still 
some  25,000  short  of  that  number,  the  deficiency  being  com- 
paratively small  in  tahsfls  Gurgdon  and  Rewdri,  and  greatest  in 
Nuh  and  Firozpur,  where  the  number  is  still  about  a  third  less  than 
it  was  in  1876. 

Much  of  the  falling  off  in  cultivation  and  irrigation  since 
1877-78  is  due  to  the  great  mortality  of  cattle  in  that  year.  The 
population,  greatly  reduced  though  it  was,  was  still  numerous 
enough,  except  in  a  few  villages,  to  cultivate  the  land  fully,  and  had 
there  been  a  sufficient  number  of  cattle  available,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  during  the  last  three  years  almost  the  whole  of  the  land  would 
have  been  cultivated  and  the  wells  kept  at  work  ;  indeed,  in  some  tracts 
irrigation  would  certainly  have  been  extended.  The  area  out  of 
cultivation  does  not  represent  the  whole  of  the  loss,  for  a  very  large 
area  of  the  land  still  kept  under  the  plough  had,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  cattle,  to  be  cultivated  hurriedly  and  imperfectly ;  the 
peasant  had  to  be  content  with  ploughing  his  field  twice  instead  of 
four  times  and  had  to  sow  much  of  his  land  when  the  weather  was 
unfavourable  in  order  to  get  it  sown  at  all.  Thus  the  loss  of 
cattle  has  led  to  a  great  decrease  in  the  produce  even  of  the  land 
cultivated  and  to  a  lowering  of  the  standard  of  cultivation  in  the 
district. 

6.    The  population   of  the  district,  which  had    increased    from 

T^,r.fn«nnWi«n.        662.484   in    l8S5    tO   689,034  in    I868, 

to  6,41,848,  a  decrease  of  7  per  cent  While  the  population  of 
the  Panjab  increased  by  24  per  cent  since  1855,  and  while  every 
other  district  in  the  Province  shared  in  that  increase,  the  population 
of  Gurgaon,  which  had  increased  by  4  per  cent,  between  1855  ^"^ 
1868,  was  smaller  by  3  per  cent,  in  1881  than  it  was  id  1855,  and  by 
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7  per  cent,  than  it  was  in  1868.  Previous  to  the  year  1877  there  was 
no  great  mortality,  and  the  Census  Returns  show  that  the  number  of 
births  in  that  period  was  above  the  average,  so  that  there  is  little 
doubt  that  in  the  beginning  of  1877  the  population  of  the  district 
must  have  been  considerably  over  700,000,  and  the  falling  off 
between  then  and  the  Census  of  18S1  was  probably  at  least  10  per 
cent,  or  70,000.  The  following  statement,  giving  the  number  of 
deaths  reported,  shows  when  the  loss  of  population  occurred  ; — 


Vkav 

No.  of  deaths  reportf  d  in  Gur- 

Death-rate  per  thousand 

gAon 

district. 

per  annum. 

1873 

••• 

12.897 

18 

187+ 

... 

••• 

10.773 

"5 

1875 

•  •• 

18,9^8 

27 

1876 

... 

••• 

13,686 

20 

1877 

•  •• 

.. . 

13,198 

T9 

1878 

... 

... 

47,306 

68 

1879 

••• 

... 

56,237 

81 

1880 

... 

••• 

16,371 

23 

I88I 

... 

... 

'9.945 

29 

1882 

Ucragc 

••• 

'7.311 

27 

f 

22,666 

32 

Even  if  the  ordinary  number  of  deaths  be  assumed  as  20,000  or 
about  30  per  thousand  per  annum  (which  is  higher  than  the  actual 
number  reported  in  8  of  the  10  years)  the  deaths  in  the  two  succes- 
sive years,  1878  and  1879,  which  amounted  to  103,543,  show  an 
abnormal  mortality  (t.^.,  a  loss  of  population)  of  over  60,000 
persons.  This  mortality  was  due  to  the  fatal  epidemic  of  fever  which 
in  1878  and  1879  followed  the  scarcity  of  1877-78,  just  as  a  similar 
epidemic  followed  the  famine  of  1868-69  and  previous  famines.  In 
1878  the  villages  on  the  recently  opened  Agra  Canal  suffered  most, 
and  there  seemed  some  ground  for  ascribing  t&e  fever  to  the  distur- 
bance of  long-established  conditions  by  the  introduction  of  canal- 
irrigation,  but  in  1879  ^^^  whole  of  the  district  suffered  in  common 
with  a  large  tract  of  country  to  the  north,  south  and  east  and  the 
fever  was  ascribed  to  the  heavy  rainfall  of  that  year  following  on  a 
period  of  scanty  rainfall,  and  to  the  debilitated  condition  of  the 
population  owing  to  scarcity  of  food.  The  Gurgaon  district  suffered 
more  from  this  epidemic  than  any  other  district  of  the  Panjab.  In 
the  two  years,  1878  and  1879,  one-seventh  of  the  total  population 
died.  The  Civil  Surgeon  estimated  that  95  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  district  were  affected  by  fever  in  1879.  For  the  month  of 
October  in  that  year  the  death-rate  for  the  whole  district  reached 
the  terrible  figure  of  204  per  thousand  per  annum.  The  town  of 
Palwal^  which  was  similarly  visited  in  two  successive  years,  lost  3,900 
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people  out  of  13,500  ;  Tlatin,  Bahin,  M&npiir  and  other  large  villages 
lost  each  one-fourth  of  its  population  ;  while  in  Farrukhnagar  for 
several  weeks  the  death-rate  was  over  950  per  thousand  per  annum  ; 
and  in  Rewari  375.  The  population  of  Farrukhnagar  was  10,600 
and  2,200  deaths  occurred  in  the  year.  The  kharif  crop  was  an 
abundant  one,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  grain  was  destroyed  before  it 
could  be  got  in.  Many  proprietors  offered  half  the  crop  for  the 
labour  of  cutting  it  and  still  failed  to  get  labourers  able  to  under- 
take the  work.  The  villages,  when  the  Deputy  Commissioner  passed 
through  them  in  December,  were  a  picture  of  misery,  the  houses  in 
ruins,  and  their  inhabitants  in  the  extremity  of  weakness  and 
despair.  The  enormous  consumption  of  wood  for  funeral  piles  led 
to  a  scarcity  and  consequent  dearness. 

And  not  only  has  the  death-rate  been  abnormally  high  during 
this  period,  but  the  birth-rate  has,  probably  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
food,  the  prevalence  of  fever  and  the  consequent  debility,  been 
abnormally  low, — fewer  children  have  been  born  to  take  the  place  of 
the  people  who  have  died.  The  Census  Returns  of  1881  show  that 
while  of  every  ten  thousand  males  of  all  ages  then  alive  in  the 
district,  1,360  were  between  the  age  of  five  and  ten,  only  936  were 
below  the  age  of  five,  and  while  a  fifth  of  the  number  stUl  mrvxving 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  ten  would  give  272,  the  number  of 
each  year  below  the  age  of  five  was  as  follows  (per  10,000) : — 

Born  in  1876  and  still  surviving  ...  ...  226 

„     1877        „             „  ...  ...  170 

„     1878        „             ft  •••  •••  10 1 

»     1879       ^             „  ,..  ...  131 

„     1880       „             „  ...  •••  308 

As  the  normal  birth-rate  is  certainly  over  308  per  ten  thousand  per 
annum,  the  rate  given  by  the  survivors  of  1880,  these  figures  show 
that  the  number  of  births  in  1877,  1878,  and  1879  must  have  been 
abnormally  small,  and  the  mortality  among  young  children  in  those 
years  abnormally  high,  the  result  being  that  there  were  surviving  in 
1 88 1  less  than  half  .the  number  of  those  ages  that  the  other  figures 
would  lead  us  to  expect 

Another  cause  of  loss  of  population  is  emigration.  In  1877-78 
and  the  years  of  trouble  that  followed,  large  numbers  of  the  people 
left  their  homes  and  wandered  in  all  directions  in  search  of  food. 
The  Meos  especially  emigrated  in  great  numbers,  many  wandering 
south  to  M&lwa,  which  bears  the  reputation  of  being  always  free 
from  famine,  others  going  across  the  Jamna  or  northwards  to  Delhi 
in  search  of  work  on  the  canals  or  in  the  towns.  Many  of  these 
wanderers  returned  when  the  worst  of  the  distress  was  over,  but 
according  to  the  Census  Returns  of  188 1,  while  there  were  in  the 
Gurgaon  District  1,17,242  persons  born  in  other  districts  of  the 
Panjab,  131,897  persons  born  in  Gurgaou  were  then  in  other  districts, 
a  net  loss  by  emigration  of  14,655  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  largely 
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swelled  if  sitnihr  figares  were  available  for  exchange  of  population 
between  Gurg&on  district  and  the  North-Western  Provinces  and 
Kajputana. 

It  seems  then  certain  that  the  loss  of  population  between  1876 
and  188 1  due  to  excessive  mortality,  abnormal  infecundity  and 
unusual  emigration,  must  have  been  at  least  70,000  or  10  per  cent, 
of  the  population,  probably  considerably  greater. 

Since  1879  there  has  been  no  unusual  mortality,  and  though 
the  seasons  have  not  been  favourable,  there  has  been  no  serious 
scarcity  of  food,  so  that  probably  the  birth-rate  has  been  at  least 
equal  to  the  death-rate.  In  some  villages  I  have  been  told  by  the 
people  that  many  inhabitants  have  emigrated  within  the  last  two 
years,  and  have  been  satisfied  that  this  is  true  ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  found  in  many  villages  that  families  absent  in  1881 
have  since  returned  to  their  homes,  and  upon  the  whole  it  seems 
probable  that  the  population  of  the  district  now  is  much  the  same 
ns  it  was  in  i88i.  During  the  cold  weather  of  1882-3  I  have  had 
a  Census  made  by  the  patwaris  of  the  population  of  every 
village,  the  result  of  which  is  given  in  Statement  E  (Appendix  VI). 
The  numbers  returned  are  quite  untrustworthy  and  much  below 
the  truth.  The  patwaris  had  not  time  to  visit  each  house  them- 
selves, nor  was  there  a  supervising  staff  sufficient  to  check  their 
returns.  The  peasants  considered  it  to  be  their  interest  to  return 
as  small  a  population  as  possible  and  no  doubt  in  many  cases  wilfully 
understated  the  true  numbers.  In  some  villages  I  checked  I  found 
the  menials  had  been  omitted  from  the  enumeration,  and  in  all  the 
vagrant  population  and  visitors  belonging  to  other  villages  were 
omitted.  All  these  errors  tend  in  one  direction,  and  give  a  result 
much  below  the  truth  ;  still  the  figures  are  of  some  use  as  showing 
which  part  of  the  district  has  suffered  the  greatest  loss  of  popula- 
tion.   The  figures  for  the  tahsils  are  as  follows :— 


Fopalaiion. 

Increase  or  decrease  per  cent. 

Tamil. 

K868. 

1881. 

EB83. 

From   1868  to 
t88i. 

From   1881  to 
1883.       . 

Palwal 
Firozpar 

Guri?aon 
Rcwdri 

1,52,100 
1,26,601 

1,36,74s 
1,22,305 

1.50.559 

1,42,258 
1.14.342 
1.20,264 
1,22,371 
1.42,460 

i,33.3«S 
1,02,964 

i!  16  780 
1,39,244 

-6 
—10 

— la 

-5 

-6 
—10 

—4 
—4 
—2 

Total 

6,88,310 

6,41,695 

6,08,243 

-7 

-5 

It  may  be  said  broadly  that    tahsils    Niih   and    Firozpur    lost 
the  largesjt  proportion  of  their  population  and  Gurg&on  the  smallest,:; 

*  3 
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that  probably  the  population  of  the  district  is  much  the  same  now 
as  in  1 88 1,  although  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  population  of 
the  Ffrozpur  tahsil  has  decreased  still  further  since  then. 

The  decrease  of  population  is  not  an  unmixed  evil.  There  are 
many  villages,  especially  perhaps  among  the  strong  Jit  communities 
in  the  east  of  the  district,  which  have  been  decidedly  weakened  by 
the  loss  of  a  large  proportion  of  their  labourers,  and  have  had  to 
contract  their  cultivation  and  reduce  the  standard  of  excellence 
which  abundance  of  skilled  hands  had  enabled  them  to  attain  ;  but 
in  many  villages,  especially  in  the  Meo  country,  the  population 
seemed  almost  too  much  for  the  land  to  support,  and  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  proprietors  had  led  to  such  extreme  subdivision  of  the 
land  that  many  peasant  owners  had  great  difficulty  in  supporting 
themselves  and  their  families  on  their  small  holdings  even  in 
ordinary  times.  In  such  villages  decrease  of  population  means 
fewer  consumers  without  much  diminution  of  the  total  produce — 
means  a  larger  share  to  each  of  the  survivors,  who  are  thus  indivi- 
dually better  off  than  they  were  before,  the  average  size  of  a  holding 
being  increased  as  there  are  fewer  families  to  own  the  land,  and  the 
average  family  having  fewer  months  to  feed  from  the  produce  of  its 
enlarged  holding.  Thus  such  a  community  actually  benefits,  as  a 
body,  from  the  decrease  of  its  population  so  long  as  it  keeps  posses- 
sion of  its  land  and  the  net  profits  of  its  cultivation. 

7.    The  area  returned  in  statement  E  as  "  cultivated"  according 

Decre«ein  Cultivation.  ^^^  Settlement  measurements,  1872-7S.  « 
9,87,161  acres,  besides  1491  acres  under 
fluctuating  assessment,  and  the  fallow  area  is  given  as  10,071  acres, 
making  a  totnl  of  almost  exactly  a  million  acres  out  of  a  culturable 
area  of  10,80,000,  so  that  more  than  92  per  cent,  of  the  culturable 
area  was  assessed  as  cultivated,  a  very  high  proportion  in  a  district 
with  so  much  inferior  sandy  soil.  (The  total  of  the  areas  now  taken 
from  the  village  Note-books  gives  a  cultivated  area  at  settlement 
ot  9,8 1,345  acres  besides  7,099  acres  now  under  fluctuating  assess- 
ment^. In  the  Panjab  Settlements  now  in  progress  all  land  culti- 
vated within  the  three  harvests  preceding  the  measurements  is 
recorded  as  cultivated,  whether  actually  sown  within  the  year  or  not, 
so  that  the  area  returned  as  '*  cultivated"  at  Settlement  is  generally 
in  excess  of  the  area  actually  cultivated  within  the  year  of  mea- 
surements. No  such  clear  rule  seems  to  have  been  laid  down  at 
the  Gurg&on  Settlement,  but  it  appears  that  the  system  followed 
was  much  the  same,  and  that  the  area  entered  in  the  Settlement 
record  as  cultivated  represents  rather  the  land  cropped  within  two 
years  than  in  any  one  year  and  includes  all  land  lately  brought 
under  the  plough.  Moreover,  the  years  during  which  the  measure- 
ments took  place  were  generally  so  favourable  that  cultivation  was 
pushed  to  the  utmost  and  little  land  ordinarily  cultivated  was  left 
fallow,  so  that  the  actual  cultivation  of  those  years  was  much  above 
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the  averaged.  According  to  the  Annual  Revenue  Reports  the  area 
sown  for  each  harvest  since  1867  has  been  as  follows,  (in  thousands 
of  acres) : — 


Y«tf, 

RaU. 

Khwif. 

TotaL 

1867.6S 

«78 

638 

916 

1868-69 

18s 

530 

7'« 

1869-70 

339 

61s 

95« 

1870-71 

348 

618 

966 

i«7i-72 

3*7 

605 

93* 

1872-73 

349 

681 

1.031 

« 873-74 

478 

4*5 

903 

>  874-75 

378 

58> 

960 

1875.76 

44* 

S«5 

957 

1876-77 

453 

490 

943 

1877-78 

5«4 

*4* 

756 

1878.79 

>99 

475 

774 

1879-80 

37« 

493 

86; 

1880-81 

3'« 

603 

9>4 

1881-S2 

*99 

620 

919 

1882-83 

314 

574 

888 

Average  of  16  jetrs 

356 

544 

900 

Regarding  some  of  the  early  years  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
figures  refer  to  the  financial  or  the  agricultural  year,  but  for  the 
present  purpose  it  hardly  matters.  In  this  statement  land  cropped 
for  both  harvests  (dofasii)  is  shown  under  each  harvest,  so  that  a 
deduction  has  to  be  made  from  the  totals  on  this  account.  During 
the  last  two  years  the  do^asli  area  has  been  returned  at  16,000  and 
19,000  acres  respectively,  while  at  Settlement  it  was  given  as  about 
30,000  acres,  and  the  average  dofasii  area  may  be  estimated  in 
round  numbers  at  20,000  acres  ;  a  deduction  of  this  amount  will 
accordingly  be  made  from  the  totals  of  this  statement.  It  appears 
then  that  during  the  last  16  years  only  in  one  year  has  the  area 
sown  came  up  to  that  returned  at  Settlement  as  cultivated,  and  that 
the  average  area  of  the  16  years  is  only  880,000  acres,  against 
987,000  acres  returned  at  Settlement  as  the  cultivated  area.  The 
average  area  cultivated  during  the  ten  years  previous  to  1877 
was  907,000  acres,  but  if  taken  for  the  eight  years  previous  to  1877 
the  average  is  9,35,000  acres,  while  for  the  six  years  since  18/7 
the  average  is  only  8,33,000.  The  figures  given  in  the  Revenue 
Reports  (especially  for  the  years  1872  to  1879  when  there  was  no 
proper  girddwarif  are  not  trustworthy^  but  so  far  as  they  go, 
they  seem  to  show  that  the  average  area  actually  culti- 
vated in  ordinary  times  is  9^  lakhs  of  acres ;  that  of  the 
9,87,000  acres  retured  at  settlement  as  under  the  plough  (culti- 
vatedj  50,000  acres  or  about  5  per    cent    should    be  considered  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     20     ) 

crdinarlly  fallow ;  that  besides  this/'cilltivation  has  oh  the  average 
since  1877  fallen  off  from  nine  and  one-'third  lakhs  of  acres  to 
eight  and  one-third  lakhs  or  by  10  per  cent,  but  is  now  being  extended 
again. 

We  have  however  much  more  trustworthy  figures  for  the  last 
two  agricultural  years  rS8 1-82  a»d-i  882-83— the  kharif  and  the  follow* 
ing  rabi.  The  annual  girddwari  has  been  done  by  the  Patw^ris  with 
unusual  care,  especially  for  the  past  year,  as  inspecting  officers  were 
on  tour  through  the  whole  district  checking  their  work./  I  have  my- 
self taken  the  figures  from  each  patwarf  directly  and  believe  them  to 
be  practically  correct.  According  to  them  the  area  actually  cul- 
tivated, counting  d^asli  land  once  only,  during  the  agricultural  year 
1881-82  was  8,96,219  acres,  and  during  the  year  1882-83,  8,74,887 
acres.  If  we  assume  the  average  area  cultivated  before  1877  accord- 
ing fo  the  above  estimate  at  nine  and  one- third  lakhs  of  aeries,  the 
actual  decrease  ojf  cultivation  was  last  year  37,000  acres  ot  4  per 
cent,  and  this  year"  58,000  acres  or'  six  per  cent.  The  area,  however, 
which  at  settlement  was  returned  as  under  the  plough  ^cultivated) 
and  is  this  year  out  of  cultivation  amounts  to  1,07,000  acres  or  11  per 
cent,  distributed  over  the  tahsfls  as  follows : — 


Area  returned  at 
Settlement    as  ctif- 
tivatedand    under 

fixed  assessment. 

Area  actually  cultivated. 

Percentage  oat  ofctil- 
tivation. 

In  i88i-3. 

In  1&82.3. 

In  i8Sx-s. 

In  2889-3. 

1>alw4l 
Firozpur 

Niih 

Gurgaon 
Kew^ii 

2,04,016 
1*64,920 
2.04,140 
1,84,848 
2,23,42" 

1,89,*  30 
1,48,904 

1.84,637 
1,67.698 
2,05,850 

I,9«>,«49 
l,49.»86 
1.86.392 
1,57,346 
1.90,414 

7 
10 

9 

1 

9 
9 

9 
15 

Total 

9,8i,34S 

8,96,219 

8,74,887 

9 

II 

Thus  instead  of  the  average  5  per  cent,  of  fallow,  9  per  cent, 
of  the  area  returned  at  settlement  as  under  the  plough  (cultivated), 
was  out  of  cultivation  last  year,  and  11  per  cent  this  year.  Last 
year  the  proportion  was  much  the  same  in  all  five  tahsHs ;  and  this 
year  the  three  tahsils  to  the  south-easit — Palwal,  Niih  and  Fffozpur, — > 
all  show  an  increased  cultivated  area,  while  GurgAon  and  Rewar{ 
to  the  north  and  west  show  a  further  great  decrease  of  cultivation. 
The  reason  of  this  will  be  seen  on  turning  to  the  rainfall  tables 
which  show  that  this  year  1882-83  the  three  former  tahsfls  had  arainfall 
above  the  average  while  Gurgaon  and  Kewari  got  less  than  the 
average  quantity  of  rain. 

It  appears  then  that  on  the  average  of  the  past  six  years  the 
area  cultivated  is  about  10  percent,  less  than  it  ordinarily  was  before 
1877,  but  on  the  average  of  the  last  two  years  only  spme  5  per  cent 
less.  The  area  out  of  cultivation  however' is  almost  all  the  poor- 
est soil,  unirrigated  6Mr,  much  of  it  so  poor  tliat  it  can  hardly  at 
any  time  repay  the  labour  of  cultivation,  and  it  fs  perhaps  riot  mucK 
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to  be  desired  that  It  shoiild  all  be  brought  und^r  cultivation  again. 
1  have; already  caJted  attention  to  the  fact  that  only  8  per  cent,  of 
the  total  cttlturabie  area  was  found  at  settlement  untouched  by  the 
plough,  and  as  the  Government  of  India  recen^tly  pointed  out,  it  is 
desirable  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  have  large  areas  of  lanfjl 
reserved  as  grazing  grounds  andfodder  preserves .  for  cattle*  It.,i| 
true  that  such  land  as  has  fallen  out  of  cultivation  does  not  produce 
good  grass,  but  still  what  it  does  produce  helps  to  support-the  cattle 
and  its  produce  in  an  uncultivated  state  is  not  so  very  much  less  than  it 
produces  when  cultivated.  The  land  outof  cultivation  consists  chiefly 
of  thepopr  sandy  soil  along  both  sides  of  the  hill  ranges,  especiaUy 
that  to  the  east  of  the  Ffrozpur  valley,  aud  of  the^.bighlying  uneven 
sandy  ground  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  especially  in  tahsfl  Rewirl 
and  the  west  of  tahsfl  GurgAdn.  Very  little  cpmparatively  of  the 
better  classes  of  soil  is  out  of  cultivation,  except  about  Malab  anci 
Ujfni  in  the  south  of  Ni!ih,  where  want  of  sufficient  ntioi^ture  has 
thrown  large  tracts  of  hard  soil  out  of  cultivation.     - — 

But,  as  r have  already  noted  when  discussing  the  loss  of  cattle, 
the  area  out  of  cultivation  does  not  fully  represent  the- reduction  of 
the  productiveness  of  the  district.  Much  of  the  land^  which  has  been 
kept  under  cultivation  has,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cattle,  been  culr 
tivated  in  a  more  hurried  and  slQvenly  way  than  formerly.  Instead 
of  being  able  to  choose  the  best  time  for  sowing  his  fields,  the 
peasant  has  had  to  plough  them  a  few  times  only,  and  sow  them 
at  such  times  as  not  to  tire  out  his  few  bullocks,  and  many  have  had 
to  borrow  and  hire  bullocks  from  their  neighbours  at  odd  times.  Land 
sown  without  the  proper  number  of  ploughings- beforehand,  or 
when  the  weather  is  unmvourable,  of  course  produces  much  less  than 
land  properly  tilled  and  sown  just  at  the  proper  season,,  and  in  this 
way  the  produce  of  the  land  actually  cultivated  has  b^en  much  less 
than  the  produce  of  an  equal  areia  would  have  been,  had  there  been 
plenty  of  cattle  available. 

Connected  with  the  decrease  of  cultivation  is  the  spread  of  kdns 
gra^s,  which  tends  to  Cover  rapidly  light  soils  when  after  being  re^ 
gulariy  cultivated  they  are  allowed  to  He  untitled  for  some  time, 
and  is  so  difficult  to  eradicate.  Kdns  was  not  unknown  in  the  district 
before  1877,  ^^^  "^  doubt  the  poorer  soils  were  never  free  from  it, 
but  it  seems  to  have  recently  extended  into  better  soils,  especially 
()erhaps  in  the  FTrozpur  valley,  where  large  tracts  are  covered  with  this 
J:rass  and  produce  little  else.  In  the  rich  clay  of  the  depressions  in 
NAh  and  Firozpur  also,  narsal  and  other  aquatic  plants  have 
•extended  their  hold  over  the  soil  and  increase  the  difficulties  of  cul- 
tivation. These;  and  other  plants  and  grasses  of  long  tenacious 
^preAdihg  foots  seriously  hamper  struggling  peasants  with  few  and 
weak  cattle,  but  I  thihk  soon  disappear  before  strong  and  continuous 
cultivation.  They  have  certainly  spread  considerably  during  the 
past  few  years  in  Which  man  has  been  worsted  in  hjs  struggle  with 
nature,  and  have  reduced,  and  will  for  some  time  continue  to  reduce, 
thd  produce  of  the  cultivated  land,  
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8.    (See  §  11-14).  brlgation  from  welts  has  not  fallen  off  on  the 

T,j--»:««  r.^-* -^11.  whole.     According  to  the  settlement    mea- 

Irnffation  irom  wells.  ^    r  n         ^\-.«_  m.     t*      »    •      ^ 

^  surements  (1872-76)  the  area  actually  irngat* 

ed  from  wells  was  then  74*585   acres,  last  year  (1881-83)  it  was 
75,192  acres  and  this  year  73,691,  distribifted  as  follows  : — 


TAHSIL. 

Abba  actvally  ibbigatbo  fbom  wblu. 

Perceotaffe  df  Increase  or 
decrease  of  avefag^  oi 

At  S«tt]eiiitiit» 

In  i88i.te. 

Id  iMt-83. 

last  two  rears  over  area 
irrigated  at  SectleoMDt. 

Palwal 

Flrospur 

mh       

Gurgaon           ...        •.. 
Rcwarl  •••        •••        ••• 

13.621 
5.378 

36.49* 

9.445 
6,3«5 
5.8«5 

8,6|« 

S.489 

S.««7 

16,251 

-39 
+  10 

+  23 

+  3 
+  4 

Total        ... 

74.585 

75.«9a 

73.691 

0 

Thus  while  the  average  of  the  last  two  years  gives  for  the  whole 
district  the  same  area  of  irrigation  from  wells  as  at  Settlement,  there 
is  a  falling  off  of  29  per  cent  in  Palwal  and  an  increase  in  the  other 
four  tahsfls.  The  decrease  in  Palwil  is  of  course  chiefly  due  to  the 
extension  of  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  which  has  supplanted 
many  of  the  wells.  The  increase  in  the  other  four  tahsfls  would 
certainly  have  been  much  greater  but  for  the  great  loss  of  plough- 
cattle  in  1877-78.  The  years  of  Settlement  measurement  were  years 
of  good  rainfall,  and  probably  the  area  then  irrigated  from  wells 
was  considerably  below  the  average,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
area  irrigated  during  the  last  few  years  of  unfavourable  rainfall 
would  have  been  much  larger  had  there  been  a  sufficient  number 
of  bullocks.  This  year,  for  instance,  of  the  7,186  pakka  wells  re- 
turned at  Settlement  as  in  working  order  only  5,358  were  at  work, 
and  no  doubt  had  bullocks  been  available  many  of  the  remaining 
1,828  would  have  been  at  work  also,  besides  numerous  kachcha  wells 
in  those  parts  of  the  district  where  they  can  be  sunk.  It  is  a  common 
complaint  in  many  villages  that  the  water  level  in  the  wells  has 
fallen  and  that  the  supply  of  water  is  much  sooner  exhausted  than 
formerly.  This  seems  to  be  true  in  many  places  and  is  probably 
owing  to  the  bursting  of  the  bands  by  the  heavy  rains  of  1875  (See 
Report,  §  15)  and  to  the  scanty  rains  of  the  last  few  years,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a  return  of  good  seasons  and  the  restoration  of  the 
bands  now  in  progress  will  soon  bring  the  springs  up  to  their  old 
level.  On  the  other  hand,  near  the  Agri  Canal,  and  especially  in 
the  Palwal  tahsfl,  the  introduction  of  canal  irrigation  has  raised  the 
spring  level  several  feet  and  caused  all  the  kachcha  wells  and  a  num* 
ber  of  the  pakka  wells  to  fall  in  and  become  useless. 


9.    (See  §16). 
The  Agra  Canal. 


The  introduction  of  the  Agri  Canal  has  been  a 
great  boon  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  district 
and  mitigated  greatly  the  effects  of  the  droi^ht 
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of  1877-78  especially  in  the  Palwal  tahsfl.     Since  its  introduction 
in  1875,  the  areas  irrigated  in  each  harvest  have  been  as  follows  : — 


YEAR. 

Kharff. 

Rabi. 

Total 

1874-75 

9.40s 

9.405 

1875-76 

2.167 

7.387 

9.554 

1876.77 

4,848 

10,265 

«5.»'3 

1877.78 

16,789 

3'.837 

48,626 

1878-79 

11,828 

29.447 

4'.275 

1879-80 

5.830 

5.«75 

11.005 
40,868 

1880-81 

9,814 

31.054 

i88i-8a 

14.875 

28,105 

42.980 

1882-83 

16,212 

about  28,000 

44.000 

The  area  irrigated  naturally  varies  with  the  nature  of  the  rainfall 
and  was  largest  in  the  year  of  severest  drought  (1877-78),  and  smallest 
of  late  years  in  1879-80  when  the  rainfall  was  unusually  abundant. 
According  to  the  figures  given  me  by  the  patwdr/s  the  areas  irrigat- 
ed during  the  last  two  agricultural  years  were  in  1881-82,  37,665 
acres  and  in  1882-83,  40»933  acres ;  the  difference  between  these 
figures  and  those  given  above  is  chiefly  owing  to  my  having,  in 
taking  the  figures  from  the  patwdrfs,  counted  lands  producing  a 
crop  in  both  harvests  only  once,  while  the  canal  returns  give  it  twice 
(once  in  each  harvest).     The  irrigation  is  distributed  as  follows  : — 


TAHSIU 

No.  of  villages 
in  which  irri- 
gatioQ    ukes 
place. 

ArBA  IXRIGATBD  (IB  ACBIS  ) 

Percentage  of  average  on 
total  cultivated  area  of 
tahfcfl. 

In  i68i^a. 

In  i88a.83. 

Palwal 

Firozpur             

Ndh        

lOI 

25 

«5.494 
3,297 

9,974 

26,374 

a.414 

12,145 

5 

Total        ... 

137 

37.765 

40,933 

6 

Palwal  tahsfl  thus  benefits  most  from  the  canal  and  in  that 
tahsd  it  has  largely  supplanted  well  irrigation.  A  number  of  new 
distributaries  are  now  io  course  of  construction  or  about  to  be 
commenced,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  next  few  years  will  see  a 
further  great  development  of  canal  irrigation  in  this  district.  The 
presence  of  the  canal  must  have  greatly  increased  the  produce  of 
those  parts  of  the  district  during  the  years  of  scanty  rainfall ;  but 
it  has  not  been  an  unmixed  benefit,  for,  as  already  noted,  it  has 
caused  all  kachcha  wells  in  its  neighbourhood  to  fall  in ;  and  in  some 
villages  it  seems  to  have  helped  to  cause  land  to  fall  out  of  cultiva- 
tion by  cutting  off  a  part  of  their  area  and  lengthening  the  distance 
daily  travelled  by  the  peasant  to  and  from  his  fields  by  making  him 
go  round  by  a  distant  bridge.  The  fever  which  decimated  the  villages 
in  its  neighbourhood  in  1878  was  by  some  ascribed  to  the  introduc- 
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tion  of  canal  trrigfation  into  a  dry  country,  but  the  fact  that  in  the 
following  year  the  parts  of  the  district  away  from  the  canal  suffered 
just  as  much  from  fever  tells  against  this  supposition. 

ID.     (See  §  59)  Sincethe  middle  of  1877,  according  to  the  patwdrfs 
Sales  of  lands.  returns,  26,266  acres,  or  nearly  3  per  cent  of 

the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  district,  have 
changed  hands  by  sale  as  follows  : — 


TAHSIL. 

Area  sold  since  1S77  (in  acres  ) 

Percentaipe  on  total 
cultivated  area. 

Palwal             ...             

Firozpur 

Nuh                 ... 

Gurgaon 

R«wari 

3.183 

2t93f 
3.680 
7,480 

r6 
18 

1-8 
4*0 
40 

Total        ... 

26,266 

•      27 

A  considerable  portion  of  this  area  consists  of  whole  villages 
or  large  shares  in  whole  villages  transferred  from  hand  to  hand 
by  non-resident  and  generally  non-agriculturist  owners^  such  as 
follows : — 


TAHSIL. 

Village. 

Area  sold 
(in  acres) 

Nature  of  transfer. 

Palwal 

Ahrw&n       m.        . .. 

364 

A  share  told  to  lelatiTes  hj 
grantees. 

Falwat 

.. 

Rdidiski     .« 

449 

Ditto. 

Firozpur 

DohA           

^1527 

Sale  among  relatives,  non-resi- 
dent owners. 

K^^ 

•■•        ••• 

KhaHIpnr     .^ 

''in 

Sale  by  Bany£  to  Bany4 

••. 

Hiranthala 

Sale  by  Bany4  to  K£yath. 

Gurg&on 

•  M                   ... 

Raising 

.1.328 

Sale  by  non-resident  grantee. 

•». 

HaryAhtdl 

626 

Ditto. 

Rew&ri 

..■                   ... 

Nandr&mpurbis 

1,040 

Sale  by  non-agriculturist 

Such  sales  are  not  greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  as  much  of  the 
remaining  sale  in  the  first  four  tahsfls  is  by  agriculturists  among 
themselves,  the  poorer  members  of  the  community  selling  their  land 
to  their  richer  relatives,  it  may  be  said  that  except  in  the  Rewdr{ 
tahsfl  the  sales  are  not  serious.  In  that  tahsH  however  the  9,002 
acres  which  have  been  sold  within  the  last  six  years  comprise  mostly 
small  plots  of  land  in  123  villages,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this 
having  been  sold  by  peasant-proprietors  to  Banyis  and  Dhtisars, 
meml^rs  of  the  non-cultivating  money-lending  classes  ;  and  as  many 
of  the  sellers  are  thrifty  Ahfrs  and  Jits,  this  is  evidence  of  very  severe 
pressure  on  an  industrious  and  provident  population,  and  the  con- 
version of  so  many  thrifty  peasant-proprietors  into  teoants-at-wiU  of 
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fiort-agriculturist  money-lenders  Is  much  to  be  regretted.  The 
Rewdr{  tahsH  has  always  been  distinguished  for  the  GOmparati\rely 
large  number  of  its  sales  (§  59.) 

The  following  figures  will  show  when  the  pressure  began  to  be 
felt ;  the  registration  returns  and  those  of  the  Revenue  Report  are 
compiled  independently  of  each  other,  so  the  columns  do  not  neces- 
sarily correspond : — 


iNSTRUMSWTfl ( 

IF  SALR  OP  AGRtCULTURAL 

LAND  RROISTERID  DURIHC  THE  YRAR. 

Area  of  land  sold  during 

YEAR. 

th«  year  according  to 

the    RcveDue    Report 

No. 

Aggregate  value 

(acres) 

(tboiuands  of  rupees  ) 

1874-75 

l^ 

45 

499 

1875-76 

62 

43 

1,476 

1876-77 

67 

43 

619 

1877.78 

259 

112 

2,660 

1878.79 

398 

169 

7.158 

1879-80 

147 

75 

1,829 

1880.81 

;i^ 

71 

2.056 

1881-82 

73 

3,001 

1882-83 

no 

64 

4,354 

The  sudden  increase  of  sales  in  1877-78  and   1878-79,  the  first 
and  sharpest  years  of  distress,  will  be  noticed. 

1 1.    (See  §  60).  Regarding  the  areas  mortgaged  there  are  several 
Morteage  of  land.  ^^^^  ^^  Statistics — (i)  the  figures  given  in  the 

^^^  village  Note-books  which  were  taken  from  the 

rough  measurement  papers  before  attestation,  about  1873-76  ;  (2)  the 
statement  (§  60)  drawn  up  after  attestation  had  brought  all  the  mort- 
gages to  record,  which  shows  the  area  under  mortgage  in  the  middle  of 
1877,  before  the  distress  beg^n  and  before  the  liew  assessment  came 
into  force  ;  (3)  the  statement  drawn  up  at  Settlement  (^§  60^  showing 
the  area  mortgaged  between  ist  July  1877  and  31st  Deceniber  1878 
and  brought  to  record  in  the  revenue-papers  ;  (4)  the  figures  now  given 
by  the  patwirfs  as  showing  the  existing  mortg^e  ('Appendix  VI J 
According  to  these  different  returns  the  area  recorded  as  mortgaged 
in  the  revenue-papers  was  as  follows  at  the  different  period^; — 


Dati. 

Area  under  mortgage 
(acres) 

Percentage  of  totel  cul* 
Uvated  area. 

1872-76 

1st  July  1877 

1st  January  1879     ... 

ist  April  1883 

50,481 

64,085 

1,08.227 

»,  14*956 

II 
12 
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Probably  much  of  the  increase  between  1872  and  1877  is  merely 
nominal  and  due  to  attestation  which  brouglit  to  record  many  mort- 
gages which  had  been  effected  privately ;  but  the  44,000  acres  in- 
crease between  1st  July  1877  and  1st  January  1879  was  actual  increase 
of  mortgage  amounting  to  4^  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area 
of  the  district  This  was  the  time  of  greatest  pressure,  when  the 
crops  had  entirely  failed  and  the  cattle  were  dying  and  the  starving 
peasant  had  to  borrow  largely  for  food  for  his  family,  and  for  cash 
to  pay  the  land-revenue.  It  happened  that  just  then  the  value  of 
the  land  could  be  estimated  with  more  than  usual  certainty.  During 
the  course  of  Settlement  operations  then  approaching  completion, 
rights  in  land  had  been  carefully  attested  throughout  the  district,  and 
the  resulting  record  of  rights  was  practically  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  rights  of  each  cultivator  in  the  land  he  held.  The  new  assessment 
had  just  been  announced  and  the  money-lender  knew  what  the 
charges  on  the  land  would  be  for  the  next  30  years.  He  accordingly 
took  the  opportunity  of  getting  his  debtcr's  best  land  into  his  posses- 
sion by  way  of  mortgage  and  charging  on  it  not  only  the  amount 
then  advanced,  but  all  the  previous  long-standing  debt  increased  by 
exorbitant  interest ;  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  percentage  of 
total  area  does  not  fully  represent  the  extent  of  the  mortgage,  for  it 
is  usually  the  best  land  that  is  mortgaged  as  being  the  most  valu- 
able, the  worst  soils  being  left  on  the  hands  of  the  owner.  The 
following  statement  gives  the  statistics  of  mortgage  since  1874-75, 
('the  registration  figures  and  those  taken  from  the  Revenue  Report 
are  prepared  independently  and  do  not  necessarily  correspond  for  each 
year^; — 


MOKTGAGB  RBLATING  TO  AGRICUL- 

MORTGAGRS  ACCORDIIPC  TO 

TURAL  1.AMDS  ACCORDING  TO 

Annval  Rbvhnur  RsroRTS 

Rbcistratioii  RRTURNS. 

(IN  ACRBS.) 

YEAR. 

No.  of  deeds  of 
moricage. 

Aggregate  value 
rupees. 

AreR  ■UMTtgRged* 

Area  redeemed 
from  mortgi^e. 

1874-75 

454 

n8 

2,826 

a.963 

1875-76 

557 

197 

4«8i2 

1. 178 

1876-77 

530 

144 

a.843 

148 

1877-78 

\^ 

523 

14.641 

700 

1878.79 

294 

37.943 

a,672 

1879-80 

551 

125 

5.i»a 

770 

l88o-8l 

671 

172 

7.448 

1,682 

i88i.8a 

588 

172 

4.879 

2,104 

1882-83 

491 

141 

3.613 

2,667 

The  registration  figures  show  most  clearly  when  the  pressure 
was  most  severe,  for  deeds  are  registered  immediately  after  they  are 
executed,  while  mortgages  are  often  not  recorded  in  the  Revenue 
Records  at  all,  and  often  not  for  some  time  after  the  execution  of 
the  deed,  when  the  patwdrf's  girddwaH  brings  to  light  the  fact  of  trans- 
fer of  possession.  The  number  of  mortgage-deeds  registered  in 
1877-78  was  over  five  times  the  number  registered  in  an  ordinary  year 
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The  large  number  of  small  mortgages  registered  in  the  year  is  re- 
markable, tlie  average  mortgage  money  per  deed  having  been  only 
Rs.  173,  while  in  ordinary  years  it  is  about  Rs.  300.  It  was  not  the 
realisation  of  the  land^revenue  so  much  as  the  pressure  of  starvation 
that  led  to  such  a  great  increase  of  mortgage  in  1877-78,  for  in  Sep* 
tember  and  October  of  that  year,  long  before  the  Kharif  instalment 
became  due,  the  extraordinary  number  of  mortgage-deeds  presented 
for  registration  became  a  marked  feature  in  the  returns,  especially  of 
the  Meo  tahsfls  of  Ndh  and  Ffrozpur.  It  will  be  observed  that  in 
no  year  since  1874-75  has  the  area  redeemed  exceeded  the  area 
mortgaged,  so  that  the  area  burdened  has  been  steadily  increasing. 
This  is  shown  clearly  by  the  folio wing^^ures  taken  from  the  Annual 
Revenue  Reports : — 


Ak>a  in  Acrm. 

Mortgage-debt 

at  the  clone  of 

the  year. 

YEAR. 

during  ibe  year. 

Redeemed 

during  the 

year. 

Under  mortgage 

at  the  cloM  of 

the  year 

Average  of  mort- 

gage^debt  per 

acre. 

1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 

1881.83 
1882^3 

14.641 

37.943 

5,112 

7.448 
4.879 
3.613 

2,671 

a,  104 
2,667 

56.4" 

70.352 

1.05.624 

1.09,966 

1.15.732 
1,18.507 
1.19.453 

9.92,700 
i2.37.9t8 
16,98,227 

17.9M54 
19.00,243 
19.65.607 
ao.25,664 

18 

\l 

16 
16 
17 
17 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  area  1,19453  acres,  here  given  as  on 
mortgage  on  ist  April  1883  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  given  by 
the  patwirfs  as  recorded  in  their  papers  (1,14,956,)  but  the  difference 
is  not  great,  and  it  may  be  said  that  at  present  12  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  of  the  district  is  under  mortgage  for  over  20 
lakhs  of  rupees,  or  more  than  i^  year's  revenue  of  the  whole  district, 
and  that  the  average  mortgage-debt  is  about  Rs.  17  per  acre  or  12 
years'  land-revenue  of  the  land  mortgaged.  It  may  also  be  said 
that  the  area  mortgaged  and  the  mortgage-debt  have  doubled  within 
the  last  six  years.  The  following  statement  will  show  in  what  tahsfls 
the  mortgage  is  greatest : — 


MoBTGAce  oa  irr  July  1877. 

Rbcokdbd  mortgage  on 
istApbil  1883. 

TAHSIL. 

AreatnAcrM. 

total  caluva- 
tedarea 

AKBiaAciM. 

Penxntage  of 

toud  cultiva- 

ted  area. 

Incretfleper 
cent,  of  total 
culUvated  area. 

Palwal        

Firozpur     

Ntkh 

Gargion     

Rcwan       •«•        ••■ 

10.434 

ai.279 

24.969 

3.989 

3.414 

s 

II 

3 
2 

18.651 
33.407 
37.643 
8,704 
>6.55i 

9 
80 
18 

5 
7 

Total       ... 

64,085 

7 

1, 14^956 

12 

5 
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The  greatest  increase  of  mortgage  has  thus  Been  iii  the  Mco  tahsfls 
of  Ntih  and  Firozpur,  where  already  the  area  mortgaged  was  much 
greater  than  in  the  other  tahsfls  ;  but  it  is  perhaps  most  to  be  regret- 
ted in  the  Ahir  tahsil  of  Rewirf  where,  with  a  thrifty  and  industri- 
ous proprietary,  mortgage  has  increased  from  under  2  to  over  7  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  area  mortgaged  is  held  by  agricul- 
turists, and  such  cases  are  not  so  much  to  be  regretted,  especially 
where  the  mortgagees  are  members  of  the  same  brotherhood,  the 
same  village  community,  as  the  mortgagors-  In  this  district  there 
are  many  large  village  communities  of  long  standing,  connected 
together  by  ties  of  blood,  each  peasant-proprietor  cultivating  his 
own  plot  of  land,  and  handing  it  down  to  his  sons  in  equal  shares. 
As  there  is  no  custom  of  primogeniture,  and  gifts  and  wills  are 
almost  unknown,  and  in  such  communities  the  strong  feeling  of  the 
brotherhood  makes  sales  of  land  very  rare,  in  process  of  time  as 
population  increases,  the  land  is  much  subdivided,  and  many  of  the 
proprietors  come  to  have  each  only  enough  land  to  support  him  and 
his  family  in  ordinary  times.  When  drought  or  trouble  comes,  such 
men  are  the  first  to  succumb,  and  in  order  to  obtain  food  or  to  pay 
the  land-revenue,  they  mortgage  a  part  or  the  whole  of  their  ances- 
tral land,  before  emigrating  in  search  of  subsistence  elsewhere. 
Should  any  of  the  brotherhood,  either  owing  to  greater  industry  and 
thrift  or  better  fortune,  such  as  that  of  belonging  to  a  family  which 
has-  increased  in  numbers  more  slowly  than  its  neighbours,  be  in  a 
position  to  advance  the  money  required,  he  is  generally  willing  to  do 
so^  rather  than  let  the  land  get  into  the  hands  of  outsiders*  Thus 
in  times  of  trouble  the  wealthier  members  of  the  community  make 
advances  from  tlieir  savings  to  help  their  poorer  relatives,  and  take 
in  exchange  some  of  their  fields  to  be  held  by  them  under  mortgage^ 
and  generally  cultivated  by  them.  In  some  villages  mortgages  of 
this  nature  are  very  numerous,  and  of  several  generations  standing. 
This  result  is  not  greatly  to  be  deplored,  for  it  takes  the  land  out  of 
the  hands  of  those  least  able  to  cultivate  it,  and  puts  it  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  have  at  the  time  most  means  of  cultivation  at 
their  disposal ;  and,  moreover,  the  peasant-proprietor,  who  thus  sees 
his  land  held  by  a  relative  who  is  a  member  of  the  same  village 
community,  has  not  the  same  bitter  feeling  that  is  always  present  to 
him  when  his  land  is  held  by  a  man  of  a  village  or  tribe  different 
from  his  own.  Many  such  mortgages  are  due  to  pressure  used  in 
times  pf  distress  for  tl»e  realisation  of  the  land-revenue.  A  pro- 
prietor is  pressed  to  pay  the  revenue  demand,  and  has  at  the 
time  no  means  of  paying  it;  the  revenue  authorities  compel  some 
solvent  co-proprietor  to  pay  the  sum  due,  and  the  defaulter  mort- 
gages one  of  his  fields  for  the  amount  to  the  relative  who  has 
paid  it.  This  process,  which  has  been  very  common  in  this  district^ 
accounts  on  the  one  hand  for  the  large  number  of  mortgages  within 
the  village  community,  and  on  the  other,  for  the  very  small  num- 
ber of  cases  in  which  the^  revenue  authorities  have  formally  trans- 
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ferred  a  defaulter's  share  to  a  solvent  co-proprietor.  The  result  is 
the  same,  but  it  is  effected  by  a  nominally  voluntary  transfer  and 
not  by  direct  revenue  process,  and  is  one  of  the  consequences  of 
enforcing  the  joint  responsibility  of  the  whole  village  community  for 
the  payment  of  the  land-revenue.  It  is  only  when  the  village  com- 
munity itself  is  unable  to  pay  the  Government  demand  and  to  make 
the  necessary  advances  to  its  poorer  members,  and  has  to  transfer 
a  portion  of  its  land  to  a  money-lender  or  other  outsider  that  the 
evil  becomes  a  great  one.  I  have  obtained  from  the  patw4rfs  for 
each  village  details  showing  how  much  of  the  present  recorded 
mortgage  is  in  the  hands  of  members  of  the  brotherhood,  and  how 
much  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  The  totals  for  the  tahsfls  are  given 
below : — 

Detail  of  mortgage  on  ist  April  1883. 


TAHSIL, 

Ars4  (in  ackbs)  MORTCACBD. 

PRRCRNTAGR  ON  TOTAL  CULTIVA- 
TIU  ARBA  Oy  AMBA  XORTGAGSD. 

To  Co-sh«ren. 

To  Co-nharen. 

To  outsiders. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

Rewari 

8,241 

10,237 

i3»S79 
2,028 

2,735 

10,410 
23,170 
24,064 
6,676 
13,816 

t 

7 
1 

I 

5 

•4 

IS 

4 
6 

Total 

36,820 

78,136 

4 

8 

Thus  a  third  of  the  area  mortgaged  is  held  by  members  of  the 
same  community,  and  only  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  is  h<^ld  by 
outsiders.  Much  of  the  latter  area  too  is  held  by  agriculturists. 
In  the  Meo  country  I  was  struck  with  the  large  are^  held  on  mort- 
gage in  one  village  by  comparatively  prosperous  cultivators  belong- 
ing to  other  villages,  and  throughout  the  district  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  a  similar  state  of  things.  Again,  a  very  Targe  area  Tii  some 
villages  is-  held  on  mortgage  in  small  plots  by.  agriculturists  resident 
in  the  village,  but  not  members  of  the  proprietary  body,  such  as 
Chamars,  Kumh&rs  and  even  Chuhras,  men  who  have  been  able  to 
advance  A,  little  money  to  some  needy  proprietor,  and  have 'taken  in 
exchange  the  right  to  cultivate  a  plot  of  his  land  until-  the  loan  is 
repaid.  Thfs  is  almost  equivalent  to  the  purchase  of  a  right  of  occu- 
pancy in  the  field,  and  as  in  such  cases  also  the  transfer  brings  the 
land  into  the  hands  of  a  thrifty  peasant  wha  actually  cultivates  it 
himself,  it  is  not  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  only  the  mortgages  to 
non-agriculturist  money-lenders  that  are  greatly  Xo  be  deplored. 
In  not  a  few  of  such  cases  also,  although  the  mortgagee  generally 
stipulates  for  the  right  to  hold  the  land  in  his  own  possession,  he- 
leaves  the  peasant-mortgagor  in  cultivating  possession  of  the  land  and 
takes  from  him  only  a  reasonable  interest  on  the  debt  after  allow* 
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ing  for  the  revenue  and  cesses  payable  on  the  land.  Still  there 
remains  a  very  large  area  of  land  in  all  parts  of  the  district  which 
the  non-agriculturist  mortgagee  has  firmly  in  his  possession,  sub-let- 
ting it  to  the  peasant  mortgagor  at  a  rackrent,  or  ejecting  him  and 
putting  in  a  stranger  as  his  tenant.  Such  ejectment  from  the  land 
his  family  have  cultivated  for  generations  is  the  greatest  hardship 
that  can  be  inflicted  on  the  peasant-proprietor,  and  gives  rise  to  much 
misery,  intensified  by  a  feeling  of  bitterness  against  the  mortgagee. 

We  have  found  in  a  great  many  villages  that  besides  the  area 
recorded  as  mortgaged  in  the  patw&ris'  papers,  there  is  a  large  area 
of  private  and  unrecorded  mortgage.  Much  of  this  is  mortgage  without 
possession,  the  land  having  simply  been  hypothecated  for  payment 
of  debt,  but  there  is  a  large  area  which  has  been  mortgaged  with 
possession,  and  often  by  registered  deed,  but  which  has  not  been  so 
recorded  in  the  revenue  records.  This  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to 
the  neglect  of  the  patw&ris  and  tahsil  officials  in  not  bringing 
changes  of  possession  to  record,  but  in  many  cases  it  is  due  to  the 
unwillingness  of  the  parties  themselves  to  have  the  mortgage  re- 
corded, aud  to  pay  the  costs  of  mutation,  the  mortgagee  being 
content  to  trust  to  the  honesty  of  his  client  or  to  his  registered 
mortgage-deed.  There  seems,  doubt  as  to  whether  such  a  mort* 
gage  can*  be  recorded  without  the  consent  of  at  least  one  of  the 
parties,  and  practically,  unless  one  of  them  applies  for  mutation 
the  transaction  is .  left  unrecorded.  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain 
figures  from  the  patw4ris  showing  for  each  village  the  area  of 
unrecorded  mortgage  (Appendix  VL)  These  figures  are  not  very 
trustworthy,  for  in  some  cases  the  patw&ri  himself  did  not  know  the 
amount  of  private  mortgage  in  the  village,  and  in  some  cases  they 
include  land  only  hypothecated  without  possession.  The  totals  are 
as  follows : — 


TAHSIL, 

AUA  or  VMIBCOBDKD  HOSTGACI 
(AOn.) 

Percentile  of  toul  on  total  coltt- 

To  Coalmen. 

To  onuiden. 

Palwil 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgton 

Rewari 

...                     ••• 
•••                     «•» 

••.    •                 ..• 

*  •.•                     ••• 

Toul 

3.977 

4.640 

36s 

598 

251 

4.041 
5,808 
706 
I.IC5 
6,616 

t 

•  •a 

I 

3 

9,831 

18,276 

3 

This  raises  the  percentage  of  mortgage  to  15  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area. 

In  distributing  the  temporary  reductions  over  the  holdings  we 
exempted  outsiders  from  participation  in  the  benefit,  and  in  order 
to  do  this,  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  attested  the  holdings 
of  such  outsiders  t>efore  the  assembled  headmen  and  leading  pro* 
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prietors  of  each  village.  The  reductions,  if  given  at  the  same  rate 
to  all  holdings  in  the  720  most  distressed  villages,  would  have 
amounted  to  Rs.  1,06440,  but  by  exempting  outsiders  a  saving  of 
Rs.  12,634  w^s  effected  ;  so  that  in  those  villages  land  paying  12  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue  is  held  by  outsiders,  men  who  are  not  members 
of  the  brotherhood  or  agriculturists  resident  in  the  village  and  who 
have  obtained  possession  by  mortgage  or  recent  purchase.  The 
proportions  for  the  different  tahsds  are  as  follows : — 


Tahsil. 

No.ofTillageniD 
mhich  temporary  re 
dtiction  is  granted 

Amoont  of  reduc> 

tion  if  granted 

to  all. 

lands  held  by       revenue  paid  by 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

Kcwari 

106 

148 
214 

99 

"53 

Ks. 
22,206 
22008 
28,187 
f2.8Si 
2M58 

Ks. 

2,212 

3.929 

1,928 

10 

18 

8 

Total 

720 

1,06,440 

12.634 

12 

The  transferable  value  of  land  has  greatly  decreased  during  the 
last  few  years,  and  it  is  a  common  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
peasants  that  their  credit  is  gone  and  that  no  one  will  any  longer 
advance  them  anything  on  their  land,  and  on  the  part  of  mortgagees 
and  other  investors  in  land  that  they  have  lost  greatly  by  their  in- 
vestment. Indeed,  several  mortgagees  have  offered  to  give  up  all 
claim  to  the  debt  secured  if  only  they  are  relieved  from  the  burden 
of  having  to  pay  the  revenue  and  cesses  due  on  the  land  mortgaged. 
There  is  no  doubt  good  ground  for  the  complaint ;  and  it  is  also  true 
that  a  very  large  number  of  peasants  are  much  more  deeply  in  debt 
to  their  bankers  now  than  they  were  six  years  a<;o. 

12.    Thus  while  in  the  middle  of  the  year   1877   the  condition 
g     ^  of  the  Gurgaon  District  was  one    of  unusual 

prosperity,  the  failure  of  the  rains  in  that 
year  and  their  unseasonableness  in  the  following  years  have  led  to  a 
scanty  outturn  in  nine  harvests  out  of  twelve.  It  is  e.stimated  that 
nearly  half  the  cattle  in  the  district,  including  more  thc.n  a  fourth 
of  the  plough-cattle,  died  or  disappeared,  and  thjit  there  are  still 
some  25,000  bullocks  fewer  than  there  were  before  the  drought. 
One-seventh  of  the  population  died  in  the  two  years,  1878-80,  in  a 
severe  epidemic  of  fever,  and  it  is  now  70,000  or  10  per  cent  short  of 
its  number  in  1877.  Cultivation  feH  off  greatly  and  is  still  5  per  cent, 
below  its  ordinary  area,  and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  men  and  cattle 
the  standard  of  cultivation  has  fallen  off  seriously,  and  kdfis  grass  and 
other  long-rooted  plants  have  spread  over  land  formerly  cultivated. 
Irrigation  from  wells,  however,  has  been  kept  up  on  the  whole,  and 
the  extension  of  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  has  enabled  many 
villages  to  bear  better  the  effects  of  the  bad  seasons.  Nearly  3 
per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  has  changed  hands  by 
sale  during  the  six  years,  and  the  area  mortgaged  has  increased  from 
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7  to  12  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  the  mortgage-debt 
being  now  over  twenty  lakhs  of  rupees.  The  transferable  value  of 
land  has  fallen,  and  the  burden  of  debt  on  the  peasants  has  greatly 
increased.  Large  tracts  of  land  formerly  cultivated  but  now  lying 
waste,  villages  half  deserted  and  in  ruins,  and  the  ill-clad  appearance 
of  the  surviving  inhabitants,  bear  witness  to  the  impoverishment  of 
the  peasantry ;  and  the  present  condition  of  the  district  forms  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  prosperity  of  six  short  years  ago. 

OECAPTER  n.— The  action  of  Government  and  the  Remedies 

applied. 

I  J.    Unfortunately  for  the  district    the   Settlement  operations 
Enhancement  of  theKeve-    which  had  been  in  progress  since  1872,  had  in 
n«e-  the  beginning  of  1877,  while  the  district  was 

still  at  the  height  of  its  prosperity  and  there  was  no  sign  of  the  coming 
troubles,  reached  such  a  stage  that  the  new  assessments  were 
announced  throughout  the  district  to  come  into  force  with  the  kharif 
instalment  of  1877.  The  result  of  the  revision  of  assessment  was 
to  raise  the  total  revenue  of  the  district  (including  assignments) 
from  Rs.  11,03,339  to  Rs.  12,78,113,  an  increase  of  16  per  cent.,  and 
after  deductions  for  revenue-free  holdings  and  allowances  to  zail- 
dars,  chief-headmen,  &c.,  it  raised  the  actual  revenue-roll  from 
Rs.  10,86,113  to  Rs.  12,28,672,  an  increase  of  Rs.  1,42,559  or  13  per 
cent.  The  very  first  season  in  which  this  enhanced  assessment  came 
into  force  was  the  disastrous  kharif  of  1877,  and  thus  the  new  Settle- 
ment and  the  period  of  agricultural  distress  began  together,  a 
coincidence  which  is  apt  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  increase 
of  the  land-revenue  demand  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  dis- 
tress. The  account  given  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  will  have 
shown  that  the  distress  is  really  due  to  the  unfavourable  seasons,  and 
that  the  increase  of  assessment,  although  it  must  have  aggravated  the 
evil,  is  one  of  the  least  important  of  the  causes  that  have  led  to  it 

14.    The    following    statement   of  demand,  collections  and  ba- 
lances of  land-revenue  proper  is  taken  from 
re^~„'l°V'u„TreTe'!    t^c    Statements    attached    to    the    annual 
nue  since  1874-75.  Revenue  Report. 


Dbuavd. 

COLLICTIOBS 

Percentage  on  the 
annual  demand  of. 

YB4>. 

For  tke  year. 

On  account  of 
previous  years. 

Total 
collections. 

Cotlectioos 
for  the 
year. 

Total 
collectioas. 

r874-75  • 

l875-7e) 

1876.77 

1877-78 

1878.79 

1879-80 

1880.81 

188 I '83 

1882.83 

10.86,913 
TO,  86, 3  20 

10,86.113 
11,99.230 
12,64.506 
12,28,672 
12,29.297 
12,29,000 
12,28,525 

10,79.896 
10,68,163 
10.68,538 
10.60,882 
11,97.460 
ll.79.9»4 
12,07,787 
12,00,057 

9i '4.253 

2,081 

''*4,'8o6 

2,087 
51,688 

33.887 

18,321 

3,425 

10,81,977 
10,68,163 

10,73.  »44 
10,62,969 
12,49,148 

12.17,175 
12,41,674 

12,18.378. 
9,17,678 

99 

i 
i 

74 

100 
98 
99 
89 
99 
99 

lOI 

99 
75 
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It  appears  then  that  until  Inst  year,  notwithstanding  the  long 
period  of  bad  seasons,  only  in  one  year,  namely  1877-78,  did  the 
collections  of  land  revenue  vary  from  the  demand  by  more  than  10 
per  cent.  The  character  of  the  assessment  therefore  as  a  fixed 
demand  has  throughout  been  maintained. 

The  following  Statement  shows  the  amount  in  arrear  at  the  end  of 
each  financial  year  and  the  sums  remitted  from  the  land-revenue 
demand. 


Balavcbs 

Rkmissions. 

YXAK. 

Of  the  year 
under  report 

Of  former 
yean. 

Total 

balances. 

Percentage 
on  demand 
for  year. 

Total 
remissions. 

Percentage  on  the 
demand  for  year. 

1874.75 

7,017 

... 

7.o«7 
18,057 

I 

.. 

... 

1575-76 
1876.77 

18,057 

•  •• 

2 

••• 

... 

1,38;  348 
67,046 

13,203 

30.978 

3 

... 

... 

1877.78 

4.802 

1,43.150 
1,48.872 

12 

... 

... 

.        1878-79 

81,826 

la 

12,179 
4i»3i8 

I 

1879-80 
1880-81 

48,758 

79,024 

1.27,782 

II 

3 

21,510 

34,655 

56.165 

4 

500 

... 

1881-82 

28,943 

15.074 

44.017 

4 

16,900 

I 

1882.83 

3.14.272 

4.375 

3.18.647 

26 

89,395 

7 

This  shows  still  more  clearly  how  fully,  up  to  1 882-83,  the 
character  of  the  assessment  as  a  fixed  demand  was  maintained. 
In  no  year  did  the  amount  in  arrear  exceed  12  per  cent,  of  the 
demand,  and  the  total  remissions  during  this  period  of  depression, 
including  those  for  the  rabi  of  1882,  amounted  only  to  Rs.  1,60,292 
or  13  per  cent,  of  one  year's  demand.  The  total  unremitted  balance 
due  on  the  31st  October  1882  was  only  Rs.  8,448  or  less  than  i 
per  cent,  of  the  annual  demand,  and  the  large  balance  due  on  31st 
March  1883  consisted  chiefly  of  the  liberal  suspensions  granted  in 
the  kharif  instalment,  November — December   1882. 

It  will  make  the  account  between  Government  and  the  peasants 
more  complete  if  we  include  the  Settlement  parcha  fees,  which  were 
levied  in  the  same  way  as  the  land-revenue,  and  the  collections  on 
account  of  takkdvi  advances  which  were  also  realised  in  the  same  way 
as  land-revenue,  deducting  the  takkdvi ^Av^xiC^s  made  by  Government 
as  to  a  certain  extent  lessening  the  burden  of  the  land-revenue  for 
the  time.     The  result  is  shown  in  the  following  Statement. 


COLLBCTIOVS. 

""Hi 

Net    col- 
lections  from 

&i§l 

Year. 

^  t'l  JJ'J 

On  account 

On  accoun 

t   On  account 

Total 
collections. 

the  land. 

c  ^_,  ® 

' 

of  land-reve- 
nue. 

of  parcha 
fees. 

of  takkavi 
advances. 

|8Jl 
III 

1874-75 

10,81.977 

3.276 

10.85,253 

9,000 

10,76,253 
10,67.476 

?l 

1875-76 

10,68,163 

... 

2.313 

10,70,476 

3,000 

1876-77 

10,73,144 

3.»58 

10,76,302 

1.350 

10,74.952 

11 

1877-78 

10,62,969 

S.3S6 

2.964 

I0.71.289 

13.700 

10.57.589 

1878-79 

12,49,148 

3.478 

12,52.626 

42,741 

12.09.885 

96 

1879.80 

I2,«7.i75 

94.388 

12,751 
22,825 

i3.H,3'4 

9,930 

13.14,384 

107 

1880-81 

12,41,674 

12,64,499 

200 

12,64,299 

103 

1881-82 

12.18,378 

... 

13.007 

12.31.385 

3.965 

12.27,420 

100 

1882:83 

9.17.678 

.  10,561 

928.239 

1,69,12? 

7. 59.  "8 

62 
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Thus  while  the  net  collections  were  in  1877  only  12  per 
cent,  short  of  the  demand,  they  in  1878  came  to  within  4  per  cent, 
of  it,  and  in  the  following  three  years  were,  including  the  collections 
of  arrears  dixxd  parc/ta  fees,  actually  higher  than  the  revenue  demand 
for  the  year. 

While  the  agricultural  population  of  the  Gurgdon  district  has 
suffered  a  loss  which  at  a  low  estimate  may  be  put  at  over  a  crore 
of  rupees,  the  total  loss  incurred  by  Government  up  to  October  1882 
was  under  two  lakhs.  The  total  remissions  up  to  that  date 
amounted  to  Rs.  1,60,292,  and  the  balance  was  then  only  Rs.  844S. 
Had  the  former  Settlement  remained  in  force,  the  land-revenue 
demand  for  the  five  years,  1877-82,  would  have  been  Rs.  54,30,565, 
while  the  actual  collections  on  account  of  land  revenue  and  parcha 
fees  ^luring  that  period  have  been  Rs.  60,89,088.  The  revision  of 
Settlement  has  thus  led  to  the  realisation  of  6\  lakhs  more  than 
could  have  been  realised  had  the  former  Settlement  remained  in 
force. 

15.     Notwithstanding  the   rigidity  with  which  the  land-revenue 
has  been  realised,  attempts   have  been  made 

viJlSy  applied.  ^'*'"     f^^»"   ^^^  ^^  time  on  behalf  of  Government 

to  help  the  struggling  peasants.  At  the  very 
beginning  of  the  distress,  when  the  rains  first  failed,  in  September 
1877,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Settlement  Officer  submitted  a 
proposal  for  the  general  suspension  of  half  the  kharff  instalment 
and  in  event  of  continued  drought,  of  the  other  half  also  in 
many  villages.  The  Commissioner  supported  this  recommendation, 
but  the  Financial  Commissioneer  could  not  entertain  any  such 
general  proposition,  and  directed  that  only  in  special  cases,  after  full 
enquiry  and  report,  should  the  demand  be  suspended.  Owing  to  the 
wide-spread  famine  in  Southern  India,  it  was  a  time  of  general 
financial  pressure  and  Government  could  not  afford  to  be  liberal. 
Still  suspensions  were  ultimately  granted  amounting  to  Rs  1,22,438, 
or  about  one-fifth  of  the  kharif  instalment.  In  1878  and  in  1879 
remissions  were  sanctioned  amounting  to  Rs.  53,797,  and  takkdvi 
advances  for  the  purchase  of  seed  and  bullocks  were  g^ranted  to  the 
amount  of  Rs.  50,000.  The  remissions  would  have  been  greater 
had  not  the  kharff  and  rabi  of  1879-80  promised  to  be  unusually 
good,  and  this  expectation  would  have  been  fulfilled,  had  not  the 
fever  epidemic  of  that  year  prostrated  the  entire  population,  In  the 
beginning  of  1879  I  was  deputed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the 
Landoha  valley  and  report  whether  the  assessment  of  the  villages 
in  that  neighbourhood  was  not  too  high.  I  urged  that  there  was  no 
sufficient  reason  for  considering  the  assessment  too  severe,  and  that 
to  reduce  the  assessment  for  the  whole  period  of  Settlement  would 
en tr'iil  great  loss  on  Government,  and  except  for  the  first  few  years 
confer  no  adequate  counterbalancing  advantage  on  the  people.  I 
recommended  remission  of  almost  all  balances  and  a  considerable 
deduction  of  assessment  for  five  or  ten  years  in  the  worst  villages  to 
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enable  them  to  recover  themselves.  It  was  decided  however  that 
there  was  no  immediate  necessity  for  any  such  measure,  and  in 
September  1879  the  Additional  Financial  Commissioner  (Col.  Davies) 
wrote  :  "  The  present  season  promises  to  be  a  very  good  one,  and  if 
its  promise  be  fulfilled  and  it  be  followed  by  a  few  others  as  good, 
there  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  worst  villages  will  re- 
cover their  lost  condition.  If  unhappily  this  expectation  should  not 
be  realized,  it  will  then  be  lime  to  take  into  consideration  the  neces- 
sity of  granting  reductions  of  revenue.  At  present  this  seems  pre- 
mature and  unnecessary."  The  hoped-for  good  seasons  however 
did  not  come,  and  in  1881  further  suspensions  were  granted  and  re- 
missions amounting  to  Rs.  16,900  were  sanctioned. 

16.     In  January   1882  the  Financial  Commissioner  (Mr.  Lyall) 
Inspection   tour  of  ih€    ^^^r  marching  through  the  district,  came  to 
Financial  Commissioner,  and     the  Conclusion  that  the  continued  failure  of 
instrnciions  issued.  good  seasons  made  it  necessary  to  give  up  the 

hope  of  restoring  prosperity  to  the  distressed  villages  by  granting 
suspensions  and  remissions  season  by  season,  and  directed  that 
proposals  should  be  submitted  for  taking  some  of  the  worst  villages 
under  direct  management,  for  the  reduction  of  assessment  for  term 
of  Settlement  of  those  villages  whose  assessment  seemed  to  have 
been  pitched  too  high,  and  for  the  reduction  for  short  periods  of 
the  assessment  of  villages  which  had  been  weakened  by  the  suc- 
cession of  bad  seasons.  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  Ajudh{d 
Parshad  was  deputed  to  conduct  the  necessary  enquiries  under 
the  orders  of  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  commenced  his  in- 
spection of  the  villages  of  tahs{l  Ffrozpur.  Owing  to  the  general 
failure  of  the  rabf  harvest,  remissions  were  applied  for  in  May 
1882,  and  sanctioned  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  89,395,  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  rabf  instalment.  Advances  for  the  purchase  of 
bullocks  to  the  amount  of  nearly  Rs.  50,000  were  also  distributed  in 
April  and  May.  By  the  31st  of  October  1882  almost  the  whole  of 
the  remaining  balances  and  of  the  rabf  instalment  had  been 
collected,  and  the  unremitted  arrears  then  amounted  to  only 
Rs.  8,448,  or  less  than  i  per  cent,  of  the  annual  demand.  In 
August  1882,  after  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  had  inspect- 
ed the  whole  of  tahsfl  Ffrozpur,  a  report  was  submitted  piopos- 
ing  reductions  in  that  tahsfl.  The  reductions  proposed  were 
sanctioned,  but  instructions  were  afterwards  given  for  the  revision 
of  those  proposals  in  the  direction  of  greater  liberality,  and  they 
are  merged  in  the  present  recommendations. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  1882,  I  was  deputed  to  aid 
in  revising  the  assessment  of  the  distressed  villages.  As  local 
knowledge  is  one  of  the  first  requisites  in  work  of  this  kind,  I 
may  note  what  previous  opportunities  the  officers  engaged  on  this 
work  have  had  of  learning  something  of  the  district.  Mr.  Roberts, 
Deputy  Commissioner,  assumed  charge  of  the  district  in  March 
1877,    and  has  held  charge  of  it  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of 
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an  interval  of  a  year's  furlough  from  February  1881  to  January 
1883,  and  some  short  intervals  of  leave,  &c.  He  has  thus  held 
charge  of  the  district  almost  all  through  the  period  of  distress  and 
has  watched  its  development.  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner 
Ajudhf4  Parshad  had  no  knowledge  of  the  district  previous  to  his 
deputation  here  in  1882,  but  had  for  ten  years  served  in  the 
neighbouring  district  of  Delhi  as  Superintendent  of  Settlement  and 
Extra  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  and  as  Extra  Assistant 
Commissioner.  I  served  in  the  Gurgaon  district  from  January  1878  to 
August  1879  as  Assistant  Settlement  Officer  and  thus  saw  the  begin- 
ning of  the  distress  and  learned  something  of  the  district  during  my 
tours  and  inspection  of  villages. 

17,     In    December  1882   and  January  1883    His    Honour  the 
Tour  of  the  Lieutenant-     Lieutenant-Governor    marched  through  the 
Governor    and  instructions    district  and  took   the    whole     question   into 
^^^^'  consideration.     Permission  was  given  for  the 

announcement  of  large  suspensions  of  the  current  kharif  instalment, 
and  for  the  proposal  of  liberal  remissions  for  villages  in  a  depressed 
state  ;  and  after  correspondence  with  the  Financial  Commissioner,  in- 
structions regarding  the  principles  on  which  reductions  were  to  be 
granted  were  issued  to  the  following  effect :  The  Deputy  Com- 
missioner and  Settlement  Officer  were  directed,  in  considering  the 
circumstances  of  the  distressed  villages  to  pay  special  attention  to 
the  following  points  on  which  it  seemed  to  Sir  Charles  Aitchison 
that  the  assessments  had  erred  on  the  side  of  severity :  (i).  The 
cultivated  and  naturally  flooded  areas  (dahri)  had  been  estimated  at 
too  high  a  figure.  (2),  The  high  rate  for  land  irrigated  from  wells 
had  been  assessed  on  a  larger  area  than  is  so  irrigated  on  an 
average  of  years,  (i).  The  former  assessment  had  been  retained  or 
raised  in  some  villages  in  which  the  revenue  rates  showed  that 
some  reduction  would  not  have  been  unreasonable.  ("4)  The 
assessment  on  the  poorer  soils  (bhur)  was  too  high.  Where  there 
seemed  reason  on  these  or  other  grounds  to  fear  that  the  village 
was  over-assessed  at  Settlement,  especially  where  the  assessment 
had  been  largely  increased,  or  where,  judging  from  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  village,  it  seemed  improbable  that  it  would  be  able  to 
pay  the  original  demand  for  a  long  number  of  years,  although  the 
enhancement  had  not  been  great  or  the  village  seemingly  over- 
assessed  at  Settlement,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Settlement 
Officer  were  directed  to  announce  a  reduction  of  the  demand  for  the 
whole  term  of  Settlement.  In  cases  where  the  assessment  did  not  seem 
too  high  for  the  village  in  its  normal  condition,  and  temporary 
relief  only  seemed  necessary  owing  to  a  temporary  reduction  in 
resources,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  Settlement  Officer  were 
authorised  to  announce  a  reduction  of  the  assessment  for  a  term  of 
seven  years,  the  limit  for  the  reduction  of  the  Revenue-Roll  being 
fixed  at  Rs.  1,40,000,  or  approximately  the  amount  of  the  increase 
resulting  from  the  recent  revision    of  Settlement.    A  general  report 
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was  also  to  be  submitted  on  the  character  of  the  rates  adopted  at 
Settlement,  the  enhancement  of  the  revenue  then  demanded  and  the 
general  financial  position  of  the  district.  Sanction  was  also  ob- 
tained to  the  grant  of  advances  for  the  purchase  of  plough-bullocks 
to  the  amount  of  a  lakh  and  a  half. 

i8.     The  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  decide  how    much    of 
the  kharif  instalment  should  be  realised    and 
insulmcnriSSi!  ^^^w  much  suspended      No  pressure  was  put 

upon  the  villages  to  pay  in  the  instalment 
until  the  case  of  each  had  been  taken  fully  into  consideration. 
This  necessarily  led  to  considerable  delay  in  realising  the  demand, 
and  on  31st  March  1883  ^he  amount  of  the  kharif  instalment  in  arrear 
was  Rs.  2,55,636.  Of  this  we  have  recommended  that  Rs.  1,95,432  or 
nearly  a  third  of  the  whole  instalment  should  be  remitted,  and  of  the 
remaining  Rs.  60,204  which  we  consider  should  be  realised,  almost 
the  whole  had  been  realised  up  to  31st  July  1883  ;  and  the  realisable 
balance  of  kharif  1882  on  that  date  was  less  than  Rs.  4,000. 

19.    At  first  it  was  intended  to    confine    the    enquiry    to    the 
Inspection  of  ▼illages  southern    part  of  the   district — to    the    Meo 

'  country  and  the  tract  immediately  adjoining 

it  on  the  east ;  but  the  large  number  of  petitions  presented  from  all 
parts  of  the  district,  especially  during  the  progress  of  His  Honour 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  showed  that  nothing  would  satisfy  the 
people  unless  the  case  of  every  village  in  the  district  were  taken  up 
and  separately  considered.  We  accordingly  parcelled  out  the  dis- 
trict between  us  for  inspection.  The  Deputy  Commissioner 
f  Mr.  Roberts^  had  already  often  marched  through  all  parts  of  the 
district  and  during  last  cold  weather  he  inspected  each  one  of  the 
309  villages  of  the  Rewari  tahsil,  besides  seeing  a  considerable 
number  of  villages  in  the  other  tahsils.  Munshi  Ajudhia  Parshad 
had  already  inspected  the  whole  of  tahsil  Firozpur  ^244)  and  Nuh 
(^289^,  he  now  inspected  all  the  227  villages  of  tahsil  Gurgaon  and 
the  195  villages  of  tahsil  Palwal,  besides  again  seeing  a  number  of 
villages  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur.  I  inspected  every  village  in  tahsils 
Nuh  and  Firozpur,  about  50  villages  in  Palwal  and  all  but  some 
20  villages  in  Gurgaon  tahsil.  So  that  every  one  of  the  1264 
villages  in  the  district  has  been  visited  during  the  last  cold  weather 
by  one  of  us  three  officers,  and  many  of  them  have  been  seen  by  two 
or  all  of  us.  In  making  rapid  inspections  like  this,  in  which  it  was 
often  necessary  to  see  ten  or  more  villages  in  a  day,  it  was  not  pos- 
sible to  inspect  them  very  thoroughly.  One  could  only  ride  into  the 
village,  call  the  headmen,  get  them  to  point  out  the  ruined  and 
deserted  parts  of  the  village,  the  land  out  of  cultivation,  and  the 
wells  out  of  use,  listen  to  their  complaints  and  objections,  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  them  so  far  as  it  could  be  done  rapidly  on  the 
spot,  record  a  few  notes  in  one's  pocket-book,  and  ride  on  to  the 
next  village.     I  made  a  practice  of  daily  calling  the  headmen   and 
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patwiris  of  the  villages  inspected  to  my  tent  and  after  enquiry  from 
them  and  examination  of  the  papers,  noting  more  fully  the  statistics 
of  the  village  to  be  afterwards  transferred  with  my  inspection- 
notes  to  the  village  Note-book.  In  this  way  one  got  a  rough  idea 
of  the  condition  of  the  village  and  was  able  to  check  roughly  the 
patwirf  s  returns ;  and  the  people  were  satisfied  that  their  case  was 
not  overlooked. 


20.  When  the  inspection  of  a  tahsil  was  finished,  the    Deputy 
Reduction     decided    on     Commissioner,     the  Extra    Assistant    Com- 

and     announced    to     the    missioner  and    I   met    and    went    over    the 
villages.  ^  statistics  of  each  village,  comparing  our  notes 

and  impressions,  and  came  to  an  agreement  (i)  as  to  the  reduction  to 
be  given  for  the  term  of  Settlement,  (2)  as  to  the  reduction  to  be  given 
for  seven  years,  (3)  as  to  the  amonnt  of  arrears  to  be  remitted.  When 
this  had  been  done  for  all  five  tahsils,  I  began  in  April  to  announce  the 
reductions  decidedon.  Isummoned  the  proprietors  and  pat  waris  of  each 
village  (whether  it  was  to  get  a  reduction  or  not)  to  meet  me  at 
central  points  in  each  tahsil  and  announced  the  reduction  (if  any^, 
arranged  for  the  redistribution  of  the  assessment  over  holdings,  and 
decided  any  matter  of  complaint  or  dispute  brought  before  me,  at 
the  same  time  recording  in  the  village  Note-book  the  changes  made 
and  the  reasons  for  giving  or  refusing  relief.  By  the  end  of  June 
this  work  had  been  completd,  the  headmen  of  every  village  and  the 
leading  proprietors,  who  generally  attended  with  them,  had  been 
told  by  me  what  their  assessment  was  to  be  for  the  next  seven  years 
and  for  the  term  of  Settlement  and  what  remission  of  the  past 
kkarff  instalment  would  be  recommended  for  their  village,  and 
their  suspense  was  at  an  end.  In  some  tahsfls  I  at  the  same  time 
decided  and  announced  to  them  how  much  of  the  takkdvi  advance 
for  bullocks  would  be  given  to  their  village.  The  people  were, 
except  in  a  very  few  cases,  more  than  satisfied  with  the  relief  given 
them,  which  was  much  more  liberal  than  they  had  expected,  and 
at  present  they  seem  to  be  generally  contented,  grateful  and  hope- 
ful. 

21.  In  deciding,  in  the  case  of  each  village  separately,  what 

relief  should   be   given,   the   Deputy  Commis- 

in  each  ctlef""'  ''°''     ^^^"^^   ^"^    ^    ^^^   ^^^^^^    "^    ^^^    ^P^^^  ^^  ^""^ 

inspections,  the  statistics  of  the  village  Note- 
book shewing  the  state  of  the  village  at  Settlement,  Mr.  Channing's 
reasons  for  assessment,  the  areas  returned  by  the  patwdrfs  after 
their  field-inspection  for  the  two  years,  1881-82  and  1882-83,  the 
statement  of  remissions  since  Settlement,  the  Census  figures  of 
1868  and  i88[,  and  the  results  of  an  enumeration  of  population 
and  plough-cattle  made  by  the  patwdrfs  in  the  cold  weather  of 
1882-83.  We  had  no  trustworthy  returns  of  area  for  the  years 
previous  to  1 88 1 -2,  for  the  field-inspection  made  after  Settlement 
in  1879-80   was  done  rather  hurriedly  and  not  sufficiently  checked 
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and  the  Census  operations  prevented  any  proper  field-inspection 
being  made  in  1880-81.  In  3]^  tahsfls  (^some  750  villages^  I  have 
recorded  all  the  statistics  in  the  village  Note-book  of  each  village 
with  any  other  remark  that  seemed  worth  making,  and  I  hope  to 
complete  this  for  the  other  500  villages  before  leaving  the  district, 
or  arrange  for  its  being  done.  The  reasons  for  our  recommend- 
ation in  each  case  must  be  sought  in  the  village  Note-book,  and  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  case  of  each  village  was  considered 
and  decided  separately,  and  that  the  results  recorded  and  discussed 
in  this  Report  for  each  assessment  circle  and  tahs{l  are  arrived  at 
inductively,  by  adding  together  the  figures  for  the  different  vil- 
lages. 

22.  I   may  again   note  on  the  trustworthiness  of  the  figures 

recorded  in  the  village  Note-books.     The  areas 
^T^tworthinessof  the    returned    as   cultivated    and   as  irrigated  from 
^^^^^"  wells  or  canal  in  1882-83  are  practically  quite 

trustworthy,  for,  with  the  special  attention  paid  to  this  subject  by 
the  three  inspecting  officers,  all  the  patwdrfs  and  supervising  staff* 
were  especially  careful  this  year,  and  we  were  able  by  our  rapid 
inspection  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  general  trustworthiness  of  the 
returns.  The  same  is  true,  but  to  a  less  extent,  of  the  areas  returned 
for  1881-82.  I  have  in  some  of  the  returns  for  that  year  seen  reason 
to  believe  that  the  patwdrf  had  to  some  extent  simply  copied  the 
entries  of  the  Settlement  Record.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
exactness  of  the  Census  figures  of  1868  and  1881,  but  in  many 
villages  the  population  returned  by  the  patwdrf  for  1882-83  is  much 
below  the  truth  ;  all  vagrants  and  strangers  were  omitted  from  the 
enumeration,  and  in  some  cases  the  children  or  the  village  menials 
were  not  all  enumerated.  The  number  of  plough-cattle  was  perhaps 
over-stated  in  a  few  cases,  owing  to  the  inclusion  of  young  untrained 
bullocks  or  the  patwdrfs  desire  to  err  on  what  he  thought  the  safe  side  : 
it  is  however  much  oftener  under-stated,  owing  to  the  peasants' 
anxiety  to  make  their  condition  appear  as  poor  as  possible :  still  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  generally  much  below  the  truth,  and  the 
figures  may  be  taken  as  approximately  representing  the  number  of 
plough-cattle  now  in  each  village.  In  cases  where  from  my  inspec- 
tion of  the  village  I  thought  the  figures  decidedly  wrong,  I  have 
made  a  mark  of  interrogation  after  them  in  the  village  Note-book. 
The  return  pf  areas  mortgaged  and  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers 
is  practically  exact,  but  much  of  the  unrecorded  mortgage  has  not 
been  brought  to  notice,  and  possibly  in  some  cases  the  area  privately 
mortgaged  has  been  exaggerated, 

23.  In  the  case  of  each  village  we  first  considered  whether 

there  was  any  ground  for  holding  that  the 
grLt^Xtfon;     "     assessment  was  too  high.     Where  the  cultivated 

or  irrigated  area  appeared  to  have  been  over- 
estimated, or  the  rates  seemed  high,  or  the  increase  too  great,  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    40    ) 

the  village  permanently  weakened,  we  reduced  the  assessment  for 
the  term  of  Settlement.  We  then  considered  whether  there  was  any- 
ground  for  reducing  the  assessment  for  seven  years,  such  as  a  great 
decrease  of  population,  cattle,  cultivation  or  irrigation,  or  a  great 
increase  of  mortgages,  and  took  into  account  the  appearance 
of  the  village  at  our  inspection  and  the  rate  of  increase  of 
assessment  imposed  at  Settlement.  We  also  at  the  same  time,  with 
reference  to  those  facts  and  to  the  nature  of  the  past  kharff  and 
rabi  crops,  decided  what  recommendation  to  make  regarding  the 
arrears.  These  three  things  have  been  kept  separate  and  the 
reasons  for  our  decision  in  each  case  recorded  in  the  village 
Note-book.  In  making  reductions,  we  did  not  interfere  with  assigned 
revenue  except  in  the  case  of  jdgfrs  ;  the  amounts  remitted  on  mudfi 
plots,  on  gardens,  on  protective  leases  for  wells,  all  stand  as  before, 
and  our  reductions  affect  only  the  revenue  immediately  realisable.  Of 
course  the  zaildars'  and  aid  lambardars'  allowances  and  the  cesses, 
which  all  vary  with  the  revenue,  are  reduced  in  proportion. 

durttoSi^TeS!  ^'^  '^*        24.    The  total  results  for  the  district  are  as 
follows : — 

Rs. 
The  sanctioned  Revenue-Roll  for  1882-83  (Financial 
Commissioner's   No.    1289,  dated    6th    February 

1882)  was       ...                ...                ...                ...  12,28,525 

To  this  may  be  added — 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases             •••  9i293 

Ala  Lambarddrs'  allowances       •••                ...  I^IT^ 

Zailddrs'  allowances  ...                12,527 

Remitted  on  gardens                   ...                ...  1,940 

Indms                         ...                ...                ...  730 

Jdgfr  and  xaixiii         •••                •••               •.«  17,326 


Total  former  assessment  •••     12,78,113 

The  reductions  made  for  the  term  of  Settlement  leave  the 

Rs. 
Total  assessment  •••  ...  ...  •••  12,27,424 

Of  which  the  following  is  the  detail — 

{igfr  and  muifl                    ...                ..«               •••               •••  17,040 

ndms                 ...                •••                •••                •••               •••  730 

Remitted  on  gardens           ...                ...                ...                •••  1,933 

Zaildars'  allowances             ...                ••.                .,*                ...  12,017 

Aid  Lambarddrs'  allowances                 •••               ...               •#•  7,437 

Temporarily  remitted  on  well  leases     •••                ...                ...  9025 

Balance,  which  would  be  the  Revenue-Roll  to  be  sanctioned 

for  1883-84,  were  no  further  temporary  reductions  granted  ...  11,79,242 

The  reductions  granted  for  the  term  of  Settlement  thus  reduce  the 
total  assessment  (including  assignments)  from  Rs.  12,78,113  to 
Rs.  12,27424,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  50,689  or  4  per  cent,  which  leaves 
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the  total  assessment  still  ii  per  cent  above  the  attidutit  of 
Rs.  11,03,339,  at  which  it  stood  before  the  recent  revision.  The 
reduction  granted  in  each  tahsfl  is  as  follows : — 


Tahsil. 

Total  Assbssmbnt  op 

Reduction 
per  cent. 

Total 

assessment  of 

preTious 

Settlement. 

Percentage 
by  which   re- 
duced  assess- 
ment still  ex- 

Z883-83. 

i8«j.84. 

ceeds  that  of 
previous   Set- 
tlement. 

Palwal 

Ffrozpur                     ... 

Nuh 

Gurg^on 

Rewdrf 

2,85,482 

2,38,563 
2,59,809 

2,17,432 
2,76,827 

2,78,722 
2,25,623 
2,41,584 
2,10,253 
2,71,242 

2 

2,14,668 

2,08,759 

•     2,11,360 

1,96,514 

2,72,038 

1 

14 

7 

Total 

12,78,113 

12,27,424 

4 

",03,339 

II 

Thus,  were  no  temporary  reductions  granted,  the  Revenue- Roll  for 
1883-84  would  be  Rs.  11,79,242.  The  reductions  granted  for  seven 
years  amount  on  this  sum  to  Rs.  93,806  or  8  per  cent.,  and  with 
the  permanent  reductions,  bring  the  actual  Revenue- Roll  down  from 
Rs.  12,28,525  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,85,636  in  1883-84,  a  reduction  of 
Rs.  143,089  or  12  per  cent,  leaving  the  actual  Revenue-Roll  just 
below  what  it  was  in  1876-77,  the  last  year  before  the  new  assess- 
ments came  into  force,  z/wr.,  Rs.  10,86,113.  We  were  directed  to 
limit  the  total  of  the  reductions  granted  to  the  amount  by  which 
the  Revenue-Roll  had  been  raised,  which  was  stated  in  round  num- 
bers at  Rs.  1,40,000,  and  as  the  total  reduction  of  Rs.  143,089  is 
made  up  of  reductions  determined  for  each  village  individually 
with  only  a  vague  reference  to  the  total  limit,  it  will  probably  be 
accepted  as  a  sufficient  approximation  to  the  estimate  originally 
sanctioned.    It  is  distributed  as  follows  over  the  several  tahsfls  : — 


Tamsil. 

Revenue-Roll 
for  1882-83. 

Reduced 
Revenue-Roll 
for  1883-84. 

Reduction 
per  cent- 

Revenue-Roll 
of  1876.77. 

Increase    or 
decrease    per 
cent.         over 
Revenue-RoU 
of  X876-77. 

Palwal 

Ffrozpur 

Niih 

Gurgdon 

Rewdrl 

2,77,885 
2,31,613 
2,53,634 
2,03,770 
2,61,623 

2,51,329 
2,00,852 

2,11,473 

1,84,697 
2,37,085 

re 
13 
17 

9 
9 

2,14,374 
2,08,019 
2,10,035 
1,91,060 
2,62,625 

+  17 

-3 
+  1 
-2 
-9 

Total 

12,28,525 

10,85,436 

12 

10,86,113 

0 

Thus  while  the  reduced  Revenue-Roll  for  1883-84  is  for  the 
whole  district  much  the  same  as  it  was  in  1876-77,  it  shows  an 
increase  of  17  per  cent,  for  tahsfl  Palwal,  a  large  decrease  of  9  per 
cent  for  Rewarf,  a  small  reduction  for  Gurg4on  and  Firozpur  and 
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a  small  increase  for  Niih.  As  compared  with  the  Revenue-Roll  for 
1882-83  the  reduction  is  largest  in  the  Meo  tahsfls  of  Niih  and 
Ffrozpur  and  much  the  same  in  the  other  three  tahsils.  Of  the 
1,264  villages  in  the  district  we  have  granted  reductions  for  the  term 
of  Settlement  to  573,  and  either  for  the  term  of  Settlement  or  for 
seven  years  to  911,  as  follows  : — 


Tahsil. 

Total  number  of 
villages. 

NUMBSK  TO    WHICH    BBOUCTION   HAS 
BSEN    CRAITTBD. 

For  term  of 
Setllement 

For  at  leaxt  seveo 
years 

Palwal     ... 
Ffrozpur  ..• 
Ndh 

Gurgilon  ... 
Rewdrf    ... 

244 
289 
227 

50 
'45 

88 

121 
205 

249 
142 
194 

Total 

1,264 

573 

911 

The  accompanying  maps  have  been  coloured  so  as  to  show  in 
which  villages  reduction  has  been  granted — 'i)  for  term  of  Settle- 
ment, (2)  for  at  least  seven  years,  and  the  percentage  of  the  reduc- 
tion on  the  previous  assessment.  It  will  be  seen  that  permanent 
reductions  have  been  granted  all  over  the  district,  except  in  the  tract 
in  Palwal  watered  by  the  Agra  Canal,  in  a  tract  about  Gurgaon, 
and  another  about  Rewari,  and  that  they  are  most  numerous  and 
largest  in  the  Niih  Dahar  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  reduc- 
tions for  at  least  seven  years. 


25.     On  31st  March   1883,  the  arrears  of  the  kharff  instalment 
„     .  .  ,  -     amounted  to  Rs.  2,55,636,  besides  unremitted 

Remissions  recommended.     ^^^^^^^  ^f  ^^^^^^  instalments  amounting  to 

Rs.  6,609.  When  considering  the  case  of  each  village,  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  and  I  also  determined  the  amount  of  this  arrear 
which  should  be  realised  and  the  amount  to  be  recommended  for 
remission.  We  thought  that  whatever  could  not  fairly  be  realised 
at  once  should  be  remitted,  as  to  grant  suspensions  only  would 
nullify  much  of  the  effect  of  the  reductions,  and  indeed  to  the 
villages  in  their  present  condition  the  immediate  relief  afforded  by 
the  remission  of  balances  would  be  much  more"  effectual  than  the 
prospective  relief  afforded  by  future  reductions  in  restoring  pros- 
perity and  reviving  their  hopes.  The  remission  of  these  balances 
is,  in  the  present  state  of  the  district,  almost  more  important  than 
the  reduction  of  the  assessment.  We  recommend  the  remission  of 
Rs.  1,95433  of  the  kharff  instalment  of  1882  and  of  Rs.  5,090  of  the 
unremitted  balances  of  former  instalments. — total  remission  of  arrears, 
Rs.  2,00,523,  or  one-sixth  of  a  year's  jama.  The  remaining 
unremitted  arrears,  Rs.  61,722,  we  thought  should  be  realised  without 
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delay,  and  orders  were  issued  to  the  tahsfld&rs   accordingly.     All 
of  this  sum,  except  Rs.  3,602,  had  been  realised  by  the  31st  July. 

The  details  of  the  remissions  for  the  different  tahsfls    are  as 
follows  :  (see  also  Appendices  V.  &  VI.) 


RlMlSSIONS  ALRIADY  SANOTIONBD 

Now  RBCDMMSNDBl,. 

Tahsil. 

No.  of 
villages. 

From  1877 

to  Kharif, 

1881. 

For    Raw 
x88a. 

No.  of 
villages. 

For  former 
instalments 

For  Kharif 
x88a. 

Palwal 

Ffrozpdr       ••• 

Niih 

Gurg^on      ...               #•• 

Rewirl 

II 

164 
156 

47 

(Approxi- 
mately.) 

166 

50,424 

••• 

5,308 
18,827 
25.436 

4,632 
36 

87 
221 

267 
127 
120 

2,220 
1,442 
1,428 

24, '42 

46,491 
71,902 

27,457 
25,441 

Total 

378 

94,412 

54,239 

822 

5,090 

1,95,433 

The  reductions  were  to  take  effect  from  the  kharff  instalment 
of  1882,  and  the  seven  years'  reductions  will  therefore  end  with 
the  rabf  instalment  of  1889.  Where  a  remission  has  been  recom- 
mended for  the  kharif  instalment,  no  further  allowance  is  required  ; 
but  where  the  kharff  instalment  had  been  realised  in  full,  and  a 
reduction  has  now  been  granted,  it  is  necessary  to  grant  a  further 
remission  on  account  of  the  past  kharff,  so  as  to  give  effect  to 
the  reduction  from  that  instalment.  Where  the  village  has  a  raW 
instalment  this  remission  will  be  allowed  this  raW  (1883),  but  where 
all  its  revenue  is  paid  in  the  kharff  it  must  be  deducted  from  next 
kharff  instalment  (1883).  The  remissions  on  this  account  will 
amount  to  Rs.  13,774  in  rabf  1883,  and  Rs.  326  in  kharff  1883, 
(Appendix  V.)  We  also  recommend  the  suspension  of  Rs.  379, 
the  rabf  instalment  of  a  village  which  was  much  injured  by  fire, 
its  garnered  grain  having  been  almost  wholly  destroyed.  No  sus- 
pension seemed  necessary  in  any  other  village,  and  the  amount  in 
train  of  realisation  since  31st  March  is  as  follows  : — 


Rs. 

Realisable  balances               •••               •••                ... 

Rabf  instalment,  1883            ...                ...                  Rs. 

Remitted  to  give  effect  to  the  reductions  from 
kharff,  1882                        ...                ...             ...    „ 

Suspended                            •••                •••             •••    „ 

...     61,722 
5,'6,93i 

13,774 
379 

Realisable  for  rabf,  1883       ...               •••            ••. 

5,02,778 

Total  realisable  •••  ... 

of  this  there  had  been  realised  up  to  31st  July  1883 — 

Of  realisable  balances  ...  ...  ...    Rs.    58,120 

Of  rabf,  1883  ...  „  3,56,836 


5,64,500 


Total 


„  4,14,956 
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Of  the   1,264  villages,  no  reduction  or  remission   is  proposed 
for  252,  as  follows  : — 


Tahsil. 

Total  No.  of  villages. 

Villasesfor  which  no 
relief  is  proposed. 

Palwal     ... 

Ffrozpur  ... 

Nuh 

Gurgdon  ...                ...                ...                ••• 

Rewdrf    ... 

195 
244 
289 
227 
309 

S8 
14 
22 

71 
87 

Total 

1,264 

252 

so  that  four-fifths  of  the  villages  in  the   district    have  been    given 
some  relief. 

26.     In  the  remissions  and  suspensions  granted  previous  to  rabf 

^     .^   .       .  ^  1882,  it  had  been  too  much  the  custom  for 

sioS.'rhrkhLi?;  '*"'*■    the  tahsfldirs  to  realise  as    much    as    they 

could  from  the  villages  and  then  recom- 
mend for  suspension  or  remission  the  unrealised  balance  ;  under  this 
system  the  benefit  of  the  remission  went  wholly  to  the  individuals 
who  had  not  paid  the  demand.  If  it  were  the  case  that  the 
balances  remained  due  only  from  those  proprietors  -who  were  least 
able  to  pay,  something  might  be  said  in  favour  of  this  practice  ; 
but  too  often  it  was  the  strong  members  of  the  community,  the 
cunning  or  the  hardy,  who  kept  back  their  revenue  and  left  their 
weaker  or  less  enduring  brethren  to  pay  the  full  demand,  and 
under  that  system  while  the  thrifty  or  home-loving  or  weaker 
proprietor  paid  the  whole  revenue  due  from  him,  the  man  who 
had  been  improvident  or  who  longest  withstood  the  pressure  of 
revenue-process  or  left  his  village  for  a  time  to  avoid  it,  or  had 
some  influence  with  the  lambarddr,  got  his  balances  remitted. 
In  many  cases  too  the  lambarddrs  after  realising  the  revenue  from 
the  proprietors  kept  it  back  in  hopes  of  getting  remissions  and 
spent  it  on  their  own  purposes.  In  granting  the  remissions  for 
kharff  1882  we  adopted  a  different  system.  The  village  was  treated  as 
a  whole,  the  amount  to  be  suspended  or  remitted  was  announced  to 
the  village  before  the  collections  had  begun,  and  the  same  fraction 
of  the  instalment  was  remitted  to  every  owner.  It  is  true  that 
under  this  system  the  well-to-do  owner  received  as  much  relief  as 
his  poorer  fellow  in  the  same  village,  and  had  the  number  of  cases 
been  few  enough  to  permit  a  thorough  investigation  into  the 
circumstances  of  each,  it  might  have  been  desirable  to  give  no 
remissions  to  the  comparatively  prosperous,  and  so  have  the  more 
to  give  to  the  needy.  But  it  was  quite  impossible  to  undertake 
such  an.  investigation,  and  it  may  almost  be  said  that  as  a  rule 
in  any    individual   village,  each  proprietor  has  suffered  and  needs 
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help  like  his  neighbour,  each  in  proportion  to  his  circumstances 
being  poorer  than  before.  At  all  events,  this  system  commends 
Itself  to  the  people  as  more  like  even-handed  justice  than  the 
other,  each  man  seeing  that  he  is  treated  exactly  like  his  neighbour  ; 
it  holds  out  no  incentive  to  favouritism  or  refractory  withholding  of 
the  revenue,  and  gives  no  opportunity  for  embezzlement  and  no 
cause  for  jealousy  and  dispute  between  members  of  the  same 
community.  It  is  better  for  the  village  as  a  body,  although  less 
favourable  to  the  poorer  or  more  contumacious  individual 
members  of  it,  and  it  is  the  only  practicable  way  in  which 
remissions  can  be  granted  over  a  large  tract  of  country  with  the 
least  injury  to  the  revenue  administration  and  the  nearest 
approach  to  justice  between  man  and  man. 

27.     There  was  one  class,  however,  of  whom  as  a  body  it  might  be 

said  that  they  had  no  claim  to  receive  remis- 

thfreUefTranTel  ^ions  and  no  great  need  of  them.  These  arethe 

outsiders  who  have  by  purchase  or  mortgage 
obtained  a  footing  within  village  communities  to  which  they  do 
not  naturally  belong.  The  fact  that  they  have  been  able  to  obtain 
land  from  others  by  investment  of. money  is  primd  facie  evidence 
that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  in  need  of  relief!  Where  the 
outsider  is  a  non-agriculturist  money-lender  he  has  obtained 
possession  of  the  land  with  his  eyes  open  as  a  commercial  specula- 
tion ;  besides,  a  non-agriculturist  purchaser  or  mortgagee  is  usually 
a  man  of  capital  or  credit,  and  can  afford  to  wait  until  his  transaction 
becomes  profitable.  Again  where  the  outsider  is  an  agriculturist, 
he  is  ordinarily  one  who  has  prospered  well  in  his  own  village 
and  cnn  afford  to  pay  the  demand  in  full,  and  he  too  has  entered 
into  the  transaction  voluntarily  and  cannot  justly  call  upon 
Government  to  relieve  him  of  any  loss  caused  by  the  failure  of 
his  calculations  as  to  the  profits  of  the  transaction.  That  out- 
siders should  obtain  a  footing  within  the  village  community  by 
purchase  or  mortgage  gives  rise  to  many  evils,  and  almost  the  sole 
advantage  is  that  the  land  gets  into  the  hands  of  comparatively 
wealthy  men  who  can  pay  the  land-revenue  promptly  ;  and  this^ 
being  almost  the  only  advantage,  should  not  be  relinquished  with- 
out good  cause.  It  should  be  a  rule  that  suspension  or  remission 
of  the  demand  should  not  be  given  to  a  non-agriculturist  land- 
holder or  mortgagee  who  is  not  a  resident  of  the  village.  The 
only  exception  to  this  rule  should  be  in  favour  of  an  agriculturist 
who,  by  reason  of  relationship  to  the  village  or  the  long  standing 
of  his  purchase  or  mortgage,  may  be  considered  to  be  a  member 
of  the  cultivating  community.  With  the  sanction  of  the  Financial 
Commissioner  we  acted  upon  this  principle  and  excluded  the 
non-agriculturists  and  outsider  purchasers  and  mortgagees  as  a  rule 
from  the  benefits  of  the  remissions,  except  where  the  revenue, 
nominally  payable  by  the  mortgagee,  was  really  payable  by  the 
peasant-mortgagor.  In  such  cases  we  granted  the  remission  on 
condition  that  it  should  be  passed  on  to  the  cultivator ;  and  similarly 
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fn  some  villages  owned  by  non-agriculturists  we  granted  remissions' 
on  condition  that  they  should  be  passed  on  to  the  tenants.  When 
announcing  the  reductions  I  satisfied  myself  that  in  such  cases  the 
actual  cultivators  had  really  been  given  the  benefit  of  the  remissions  ; 
and  that  the  tahsflddrs,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  carrying  out 
in  detail,  by  attestation  of  each  mortgaged  holding,  of  the  principle 
of  excluding  mortgagees  from  the  benefit  of  the  remission,  had 
performed  this  duty  on  the  whole  fairly  and  completely.  The 
result  of  this  procedure  is  that  had  all  been  allowed  to  benefit 
equally  in  the  remissions,  the  total  amount  would  have  been 
Rs.  2,18,885  >  but  of  this  Rs.  23,452  is  realisable  from  outsider- 
purchasers  and  mortgagees  and  may  be  considered  as  saved  to 
Government ;  or  in  other  words,  by  acting  on  this  principle,  remissions 
which  cost  Government  only  Rs.  1,95,433  have  been  made  to 
benefit  the  actual  cultivators  as  much  as  if  Government,  without 
attention  to  this  principle,  had  remitted  Rs.  2,18,885. 

28.    The  mode  in  which  the  assessment  was    distributed  over 

the  holdings  at    Settlement  has    been    fully 

mfnfJvthSgT'  ""^    described  in  the  Settlement  Report  (§  299.) 

In  a  mimber  of  villages  the  distribution  has 
been  found  to  be  unjust  in*  its  results  on  individual  proprietors. 
The  period  of  distress  has  tried  severely  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  Settlement  and  has  brought  to  light  many  inequalities  which 
would  not  have  been  noticed  in  ordinary  times.  With  the  sanction 
of  the  Financial  Commissioner  I  enquired  into  all  cases  in  which 
application  was  made  for  a  redistribution  of  the  demand,  and  indeed 
made  a  practice  of  asking  the  proprietors,  when  they  appeared  before 
me  to  hear  the  decision  regarding  their  assessment  announced, 
whether  they  had  any  objection  to  make  to  the  present  mode  of 
distribution.  Wherever  any  such  objection  or  application  was 
made,  I  enquired  into  the  case,  and  after  giving  all  parties  in- 
terested an  opportunity  of  stating  their  wishes,  I  maintained  the 
former  distribution,  or  where  it  seemed  inequitable,  cancelled  it  and 
determined  the  mode  in  which  the  assessment  should  be  distribut- 
ed in  future.  The  most  numerous  class  of  objections  was  in  villages 
where  the  distribution  had  been  made  at  Settlement  on  soils  at 
different  rates,  and  especially  where  a  much  higher  rate  had  been 
charged  on  land  irrigated  from  wells  than  on  unirrigated  lands. 
In  a  number  of  such  villages  petitions  were  presented  complaining 
that  wells  in  use  at  Settlement  had  since  fallen  in,  and  that  lauds 
then  irrigated  were  no  longer  capable  of  irrigation,  and  claiming 
that  such  land  should  now  be  assessed  at  the  unirrigated  rate : 
others  complained  that  their  land  had  been  recorded  at  Settlement 
as  capable  of  irriijation  and  assessed  at  the  high  irrigated  rate, 
while  really  it  was  never  irrigated.  In  some  such  cases  I  found 
the  proprietors  to  be  practically  unanimous,  and  when  this  was  so, 
I  made  them  attest  before  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  the 
classification  of  their  fields  according  to  their  ideas  and  helped  them 
to  fix  appropriate  rates  for  the  different  classes,  according  to  which 
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I  ordered  the  redistribution  to  be  made.  This  was  done  for  instance 
in  Sohna  and  Taorii  and  Jaurdsf  in  Chak  Tdoni.  Where  the  owners 
disputed  among  themselves,  I  had  to  listen  to  both  sides  and  decide 
the  dispute  as  best  I  could.  There  is  no  doubt  that  mistakes  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  were  made  at  Settlement.  It  was  all  very 
well  for  the  Settlement  Officer,  in  order  to  estimate  the  irrigating 
power  of  each  village  so  as  to  guide  him  in  distributing  his 
assessment  over  villages,  to  make  a  rough  estimate  of  the  irrigat- 
ing power  of  each  well,  but  when  this  estimate  was  taken  as  tire 
basis  of  the  distribution  over  holdings,  and  land  was  classed  as 
irrigable  without  much  reference  to  recent  actual  irrigation  and 
assessed  at  the  high  chaki  rate,  mistakes  were  unavoidably  made. 
In  such  cases,  where  from  the  evidence  of  the  parties  and  the 
patwdrf's  papers,  a  mistake  'of  this  nature  seemed  to  have  injured 
some  of  the  proprietors  to  the  advantage  of  their  fellows,  I 
granted  them  a  larger  share  of  the  reduction,  or  changed  the 
distribution  of  assessment  so  as  to  make  it  fairer.  Where  however 
the  over-estimate  seemed  to  have  affected  all  holdings  pretty 
equally  I  refused  to  make  any  change.  Such  complaints  will  always 
be  cropping  up  in  villages  which  pay  on  soil  rates,  men  whose  wells 
have  fallen  in  or  been  out  of  use  for  some  time  asking  to  have  the 
irrigated  rates  shifted  off  their  lands  on  to  those  of  their  fellows. 
When  the  seasons  have  become  more  ordinary  and  a  series  of 
fairly  reliable  statistics  is  available,  it  would  be  well  if  such  petitions 
were  received  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  decided  after 
comparing  the  statistics  of  several  years  and  after  enquiry  on  the 
spot  by  some  experienced  official  or  trustworthy  arbitrator,  but 
an  exceptional  time  like  the  present  is  not  suitable  for  such 
enquiries,  and  unless  there  was  a  clear  case  of  error  I  refused  to 
lighten  one  man's  burden  at  the  expense  of  his  neighbour. 

At  Settlement  no  fewer  than  436  villages  distributed  the 
assessment  by  an  all-round  rate  on  the  land  without  distinguishing 
between  the  different  quah'ties  of  the  soil  or  the  facilities  for  irrigation. 
Where,  as  is  often  the  case  in  such  villages,  the  proprietors  hold  an 
equal  proportion  of  the  different  qualities  of  soil,  such  a  mode  of 
distribution  is  quite  fair,  so  long  as  each  such  holding  remains  intact 
and  pays  its  assessment  in  a  lump  sum.  But  when  this  all-round 
rate  comes  to  be  applied  to  the  different  fields  of  the  holding 
separately,  very  unfair  results  ensue  ;  the  poor  fields  are  charged 
with  a  rate  higher  than  they  can  pay,  and  the  better  fields  have 
much  too  light  a  demand  charged  on  them.  The  better 
classes  of  land  charged  with  a  disproportionately  light  assessment 
are  more  valuable  than  they  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
other  lands  of  the  village,  and  such  fields  are  generally  chosen  by 
the  money-lender  to  be  taken  in  mortgage  when  the  opportunity 
offers,  and  thus  there  are  numerous  cases  in  which  a  proprietor 
has  mortgaged  to  his  money-lender  all  his  best  land,  charged  with 
what  is  for  it  a  very  light  assessment,  and  has  left  on  his  hands 
all  his     worst   fields    bearing    what    is    for    them    a  very  heavy 
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assessment.  Thus  the  mortgagee  secures  excessive  profits  on  the  land 
he  holds,  and  the  mortgagor,  having  left  in  his  possession  only  land 
which  hardly  pays  its  revenue,  has  no  hope  of  saving  enough  to 
redeem  his  best  fields  from  mortgage.  If  in  such  a  case  the 
peasant-mortgagor  and  the  money-lender-mortgagee  be  considered 
to  have  met  on  terms  of  equality,  the  transaction  and  its  result 
may  be  held  to  be  fair  enough  as  between  the  two  parties  to  the 
bargain  ;  but  when  the  mortgagor  in  hard  times,  finding  it 
impossible  to  pay  the  high  all-round  rate  on  the  poor  land  left 
to  him,  throws  it  up  and  leaves  the  village  and,  as  has  often 
happened  of  late  years,  his  relatives  or  the  headmen  or  other 
original  proprietors  of  the  village  are  compelled  by  the  revenue 
authorities  to.  take  it  up  and  pay  the  unduly  high  rate  charged 
on  it,  while  the  mortgagee  is  called  upon  to  pay  only  the  low  assess- 
ment charged  on  the  good  land  actually  held  on  mortgage  by 
him,  it  is  very  unfair  to  the  other  proprietors.  Nor  is  it  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  say  that  they  should  so  distribute  their  assessment 
that  each  field  shall  pay  approximately  a  rate  proportioned  to 
the  quality  of  its  soil,  for  there  are  often  other  good  reasons  for 
their  maintaining  their  old  system  of  an  all-round  rate,  and  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  fix  a  satisfactory  scale  of  soil  rates  which 
will  apply  fairly  to  all  fields.  The  proper  remedy  seems  to  be 
to  consider  each  holding  as  a  whole  and  where  the  unmortgaged 
part  of  it  falls  into  arrcnrs  to  require  the  mortgagee  to  take  up 
the  whole  holding  before  throwing  it  on  to  the  other  proprietors. 
It  was  thought  that  in  many  villages  the  proprietors  had  found  an 
all-round  rate  press  hardly  on  them  in  this  way,  and  I  have  in  those 
villages  given  the  proprietors  every  opportunity  of  applying  for  a 
redistribution  by  soil  rates.  I  find  however  that  in  the  villages  in 
which  the  most  marked  difference  in  the  soils  exists,  such  as  those 
of  Rewdri  generally  and  along  the  east  side  of  the  Firozpur  valley, 
a  distribution  by  soil  rates  is  already  in  force,  and  in  the  greater 
number  of  villages  in  which  an  all-round  rate  is  the  rule,  the  soils  do 
not  differ  so  much  in  quality,  and  the  proprietors  are  very  reluctant 
to  give  up  their  old  system  of  distribution.  One  of  the  strongest 
reasons  evidently  is  that  they  can  easily  understand  how  the  revenue 
of  each  holding  is  calculated  when  the  rate  is  the  same  all  over  ; 
and  it  is  the  case  that  in  such  villages  each  proprietor  generally  has 
about  the  same  proportion  of  the  different  soils  ;  or  if  he  has  a  large 
share  of  the  inferior  soil,  it  is  because  he  has  broken  up  more  than 
his  share  of  what  was  previously  the  common  land  of  the  village,  but 
has  been  allowed  to  retain  individual  possession  of  it,  and  may 
therefore  be  fairly  called  upon  to  pay  a  somewhat  higher  rate  on  it 
than  its,  quality  alone  would  justify  ;  or  on  the  other  hand  if 
he  has  made  a  well  and  so  improved  his  holding,  he  is  entitled 
to  reap  all  the  profits  of  his  investment  of  capital.  I  have  found 
then  that  in  such  villages,  even  when  I  suggested  the  adoption 
of  soil  rates,  the  proprietors  generally  insisted  on  keeping  to  the 
all-round  r^t^.    Again,,  where  I   foMnd  that  a  large  area  of  land 
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recorded  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  and  assessed  as  such  in 
the  distribution,  had  been  out  of  cultivation  for  some  years,  I 
sometimes,  suggested  that  it  should  now  he  exempted  from  the 
distribution  and  left  free  of  assessment,  but  as  a  rule  the  proprietors 
had  no  wish  for  any  such  change.  Where,  as  is  often  the  case,  such 
land  is  the  common  land  of  the  village,  its  assessment  is  paid  by 
all  rateably,  and  it  would  make  no  practical  difference  to  reduce 
its  assessment  and  increase  that  of  the  individual  holdings.  Where 
it  is  held  by  individual  proprietors,  they  generally  hold  approximately 
proportional  shares  of  it,  and  even  where  they  do  not,  they  prefer 
to  retain  it  in  their  separate  possession  rather  than  to  be  freed 
from  paying  the  assessment  charged  on  it  (generally  a  low  rate)  and 
let  it  go  back  into  the  common  holding  of  the  village  or  pattL 

In  short,  I  have  found  comparatively  few  cases  in  which  the 
people  wished  for  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of  distribution, 
and  still  fewer  in  which  the  distribution  as  made  at  Settlement 
seemed  to  have  caused  serious  injustice  to  individual  proprietors 
as  compared  with  their  fellows.  Altogether,  the  cases  in  which  I 
have  made  an  alteration  in  the  system  of  distribution  do  not  exceed 
forty  in  the  whole  district.  The  fact  of  the  change  I  have  recorded 
in  the  village  Note-book,  and  the  reasons,  will  be  found  in  the 
Vernacular  file.  In  all  other  cases  I  have  distributed  the 
reduction  granted  for  the  term  of  Settlement  rateably  over  all  the 
holdings  at  so  many  annas  per  rupee.  This  plan  made  it  easy 
for  the  patwdrfs  to  calculate  the  new  assessment  of  each  holding, 
and  for  the  peasants  to  understand  how  much  relief  had  been  given 
them.  As  a  reduction  for  term  of  Settlement  was  a  sort  of 
admission  on  the  part  of  Government  that  the  assessment  had 
perhaps  been  fixed  too  high,  outsider  purchasers  and  mortgagees 
were  allowed  to  share  in  it  at  the  same  rate  as  the  original 
proprietors. 

29.     In  distributing  over  holdings  the  reduction  to  be  granted 
^.    .^   .         .  for  seven    years  only,  I  tried    in  a  number  of 

^'r^'urnV/Jdh.^  cases  SO  to  distribute  it  that  it  should  reacH 
those  most  m  need  of  relief,  for  instance,  by 
distributing  it  over  the  land  out  of  cultivation  or  irrigation  ;  but  as 
above  noted,  I  found  that  in  most  villages  such  land  was  held  in  ap- 
proximately proportionate  shares  by  all  or  nearly  all  the  sharers,  and 
where  this  was  not  the  case,  there  were  often  other  reasons  why  those 
whose  cultivation  or  irrigation  had  not  fallen  off  should  share  in  the 
relief.  An  attempt  to  discriminate  between  different  proprietors  in 
the  same  village  led  to  disputes,  jealousy  and  discontent,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  evidence  as  to  who  were  the  most 
necessitous.  It  was  therefore  only  in  villages  in  which  there  were 
two  or  more  distinct  patHs^  one  of  them  obviously  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  the  others,  that  I  felt  justified  in  making  a  distinction, 
and  gave  one  a  larger  share  than  the  others  of  the  temporary  reduc- 
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tion  granted.  In  all  other  cases  the  reduction  was  distributed  by 
reducing  so  many  annas  in  the  rupee  on  each  holding  all-round,  and 
so  giving  all  a  proportionate  share  in  the  relief. 

30.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Financial 
Commissioner,  however,  all  outsider  mort- 
i>art?d*itin  ^^n"fcm  ^^^™  g^S^^s  (with  whom  we  classed  outsider 
nSuciKw^"^  ***  cmporary  purchasers  of  recent  standing)  have  been 
excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  temporary 
reductions,  for  the  reasons  given  above  in  explaining  why  remis- 
sions were  not  granted  to  them  as  a  class  in  the  kharff.  When 
the  proprietors  appeared  before  me  to  hear  the  reduction  announced, 
the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  Ajudhia  Parshdd  attested  before 
them  a  list  prepared  by  the  patwirf  showing  all  the  holdings  held 
in  the  village  by  outsiders,  and  upon  that  list  I  calculated  the  amount 
of  remission  to  be  granted.  The  totals  I  checked  with  the  figures 
previously  given  me  by  the  patwArf,  and  I  believe  they  are  on  the 
whole  fairly  complete  and  correct.  It  was  of  course  the  interest  of 
the  mortgagee  to  have  the  fact  of  the  mortgage  concealed,  in  order 
that  the  reduction  might  be  extended  to  his  holding,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  patwirf  may  have  in  some  cases  intentionally  or 
through  carelessness  omitted  a  mortgage  from  the  list.  Should  any 
flagrant  cases  come  to  light  during  the  seven  years,  in  which  the 
benefit  of  the  reduction  has  been  inadvertently  given  to  a  mortgagee, 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  might  either  resume  the  amount  and  add 
it  to  the  Government  revenue-roll,  or  redistribute  the  reduction  by 
charging  the  full  demand  on  the  mortgagee,  and  distributing  the 
difference  over  the  holdings  in  possession  of  the  original  proprietors. 
In  some  cases  in  which  we  found  that  the  mortgagor  had  been  led 
in  possession  of  his  holding  by  the  mortgagee,  and  was  still  paying 
the  revenue  and  cesses  with  interest  on  the  debt,  we  have  granted 
the  reduction  to  that  holding  on  the  understanding  that  the 
mortgagee  will  continue  this  arrangement.  Should  it  be  found 
within  the  seven  years  that  he  has  changed  his  system,  and  levies 
rent  from  the  mortgagor  or  another  tenant,  and  so  takes  to  himself 
the  benefit  of  the  reduction,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  might  charge 
the  full  demand  on  his  holding,  and  redistribute  the  difference  to  the 
others.  One  difficulty  will  constantly  arise  ;  indeed,  hns  already  arisen. 
A  proprietor  redeems  his  land  from  mortgage,  and  comes  to  claim 
a  share  in  the  reduction  granted  to  the  village.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  revenue-roll  should  be  constantly  reduced  by  small  sums  gi  anted 
to  meet  additional  reduction  in  such  cases  ;  and  the  question  remains 
whether  the  amount  reduced  should  be  redistributed  over  the  hold- 
ings, so  as  to  give  the  redeemed  holding  an  equal  reduction  with  the 
others,  which  would  then  of  course  receive  less  than  before.  In 
some  cases  the  other  proprietors  might  agree  to  this,  and  if  so,  the 
redistribution  might  be  made.  But  usually  they  will  object  to  give 
up  part  of  their  reduction  to  the  redeeming  proprietor,  and  unless 
there  be  very  clear  reasons  for  taking  away  from  them  and  giving 
to  him,  I  would  refuse  his  application.    Ordinarily  he    will  have 
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benefited  directly  from  reduction  given  to  the  unniortgaged  part  of 
his  holding,  or  indirectly  from  the  reduction  granted  to  the  village, 
and  the  fact  of  his  having  been  able  to  redeem  \%  primA  facie  evidence 
that  he  is  not  at  the  time  in  great  need  of  special  relief. 

Had  the  reduction  been  granted  to  all  alike,  whether  co-sharers 
or  outsiders,  at  the  rates  per  rupee  fixed  for  each  village,  the  amount 
would  have  been  Rs.  1,06440,  but  of  this  Rs.  12,634,  the  amount 
which  falls  on  the  holdings  in  the  possession  of  outsiders,  will  be 
realised,  and  the  rule  excludiug  outsiders  may  be  considered  to  have 
saved  Rs.  12,634  per  annum  for  seven  years  to  Government;  or  in 
other  words  a  reduction  which  costs  Government  only  Rs.  93,806  is 
made  to  benefit  the  peasants  as  much  as  Rs.  1,06,440  would  have 
done  if  given  to  all.  In  individual  villages  the  benefit  of  the  rule  is 
much  greater  ;  for  instance,  where  two-thirds  of  the  village  is  in  the 
hands  of  outsiders,  a  reduction  which,  if  spread  over  the  whole  village, 
would  give  each  holding  relief  to  the  extent  of  only  two  annas  in  the 
rupee,  when  confined  to  the  one-third  still  in  possession  of  the 
peasants  gives  them  relief  to  the  extent  of  six  annas  in  the  rupee. 

31.  While  on  this  subject  I  would  note  the  unnecessarily  com- 
-.  .«  plicated  nature  of  the  distribution  calcula- 
•iu^dSle.  ^^*  *»°ns  J«  ^""^^  villages,  which  Immensely 
increases  the  patwdrfs  work,  and  renders  it 
impossible  for  the  villagers  to  understand  their  accounts  clearly. 
In  the  Panjdb  Settlements  now  in  progress,  in  distributing  assess- 
ments over  soils,  no  fraction  less  than  a  quarter  anna  per  bighd  is 
allowed  in  the  soil  rates,  and  the  small  difference  which  thus  results 
in  the  total  is  put  into  the  village  common  fund  or  made  up 
therefrom.  In  the  Gurgdon  Settlement  we  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  our  calculations  exact,  and  in  many  villages  thel  soil-rates 
contain  minute  fractions  of  a  pie  per  bighd.  Again  in  Bhaiydchdrd 
village  communities  paying  their  assessment  by  an  all-round  rate  on 
the  land  the  distribution  was  commonly  made  as  follows  :  the  land 
common  to  the  whole 'village  was  exempted  from  assessment  and 
the  whole  jamd  spread  at  an  all-round  rate  on  the  land  held 
separately;  the  jamd  given  by  this  rate  for  a  particular /a/// was 
similarly  treated,  the  land  held  jointly  by  the  patH  being  exempted 
and  a  new  rate  obtained  by  spreading  the  jam4  of  the  patti  over 
the  land  held  separately  within  the  pattL  This  of  course  gives 
different  rates,  and  the  ordinary  peasant  cannot  understand  how, 
if  the  jama  of  his  village  is  paid  at  an  all-round  rate  on 
the  land,  the  rate  of  his  patti  should  be  higher  than  that  of  his 
neighbour's.  In  some  cases  in  which  the  land  held  jointly  is  large 
this  system  gives  absurd  results,  and  you  find  the  separate 
holdings  put  down  in  the  Settlement  Record  as  charged  at  the  rate 
of  Rs.  2  per  ^i^/i«  while  the  all-round  rate  (including  the  joint  land)  is' 
really  only  10  annas  a  bighd.  Another  theory  ^vas  acted  on  in  the 
Niih  tahsfl.  It  was  argued  that  as  the  mortgagees  do  not  share  in  tlie 
profits  of  the  common  Ijtnd,  the  rate  for  their    holdings   should    be 
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calculated  on  the  whole  area  Including  the  common  land,  so  that  iii 
Buch  villages  there  is  one  rate  for  the  proprietors,  and  another  and 
a  lower  rate  for  the  mortgagees.  All  these  complicated  rates  confuse 
the  patwdrfs  and  the  peasants  immensely,  and  it  would  be  a  great 
boon  to  both  classes,  and  would  make  the  revenue  administration 
perceptibly  easier,  if  they  were  done  away  with.  No  rate  per  bighd 
should  contain  a  smaller  fraction  than  a  quarter  anna,  and  the  rates 
for  a  village  should  be  the  same  throughout  Each  holding  (except 
the  land  common  to  the  whole  village  when  it  contains  no  assessable 
land)  should  have  its  assessment  calculated  out  at  the  village  rates  and 
written  opposite  it.  It  is  not  difficult  then  for  the  patwdrf  to  draw 
up  his  list  of  payments  due  at  each  harvest,  and  the  most  ignorant 
peasant  can  understand  that  he  has  to  pay  so  much  on  his  individual 
holding,  so  much  for  his  fifth  share  in  this  joint  holding,  so  much  for 
his  twentieth  share  in  that  and  so  much  for  his  share  in  the  land 
common  to  thefitHif.  This  also  has  the  additional  advantage  of 
keeping  constantly  before  him  the  extent  of  his  right  in  holdings  not 
cultivated  separately  by  himself.  I  have  in  a  few  villages,  at  the 
request  of  the  villagers  and  the  patwArf,  made  this  change  in  the  mode 
of  calculating  the  distribution,  for  instance  in  Indrf,  but  the  recal- 
culation is  a  work  of  some  time,  and  it  was  necessary  to  complete 
the  list  of  payments  for  the  rabf  as  quickly  as  possible  ;  so  1  could 
only  take  up  a  few  cases.  The  Extra  Assistant  Commissoiner  could, 
in  the  course  of  his  next  cold  weather  tour  easily  arrange  in  concert 
with  the  lambardirs  and  the  patwirf,  for  the  simplification  of  the 
accounts  of  the  villages  as  above  indicated.  The  change  would  hardly 
make  any  difference  in  the  amount  payable  by  each  proprietor,  but 
would  simplify  the  patwdrf's  work  immensely,  and  would  bring  the 
accounts  within  the  comprehension  of  the  villagers,  a  point  to  which 
they  rightly  attach  great  importance. 

(See  §298).  32.  The  dates  formerly  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the 
Change  of  lustalmenti.  kharff  instalment.  w>.,  15th  November  and 
15th  December,  were  too  early.  By  the 
15th  November  much  of  the  kharff  crop  is  still  unthreshed  ;  and 
November  is  perhaps  the  busiest  month  of  the  whole  year,  for  not 
only  is  the  kharff  crop  to  be  cut  and  threshed,  but  most  of  the 
sowing  of  the  rabf  is  done  in  that  month,  and  it  must  seriously 
Interfere  with  farming  operations  to  require  the  peasant  to  hurry  on 
the  threshing  of  his  kharff  crop  and  take  part  of  it  to  market  in  the 
beginning  of  November.  It  is  impossible  too  for  the  District  Officers 
to  learn  the  circumstances  of  the  kharff  harvest  in  individual  villages 
^U  over  the  district  by  the  isth  November,  or  to  obtain  from  the 
patw&rfs  returns  showing  the  area  cultivated  and  the  approximate 
outturn,  so  that  before  the  circumstances  of  individual  villages  can  be 
ascertained,  the  machinery  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  is  set  in 
motion,  and  much  hardship  results.  For  these  reasons,  and  with 
regard  to  the  fact  that  in  the  adjoining  Muttr4  district  the  kharff 
instalment   U   payable    in    December  and  January,  the  Panjdb  Go^ 
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vemment  has  sanctioned  the  postponement  of  the  kharff  Instalments 
by  a  month,  and  they  will  now  be  payable  on  the  t5th  December 
and  1 5th  January. 

In  some  villages  complaints  were  made  that  the  proportion 
borne  to  each  other  by  the  kharff  and  rabf  instalments  was  not 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  village,  and  with  the  permission 
of  the  Financial  Commissioner  I  took  such  cases  into  consideration. 
I  found  that  only  in  comparatively  few  cases  did  the  villagers  wish 
to  change  the  proportion  of  the  instalments.  In  some  such  cases  I 
thought  their  wish  was  due  to  the  exceptional  nature  of  the  recent 
seasons,  or  that  in  the  interests  of  the  village  or  the  Government 
revenue  it  was  not  desirable  to  make  a  change,  and  I  have  proposed 
a  change  in  only  15  villages.  It  will  take  effect  from  the  beginning 
of  the  coming  agricultural  year  and  cause  a  net  increase  in  the  kharff 
instalment  and  therefore  in  this  year's  revenue-roll  of  Rs.  333,  and 
a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  raW  instalment  and  therefore  in 
next  year's  revenue-roll.  Here  too  I  have  noted  the  strong  desire 
of  the  peasants  to  have  the  instalments  in  such  a  proportion  as  they 
can  easily  understand,  such  as  half-and-half  or  one-quarter  and  three- 
fourths,  and  this  might  be  given  more  consideration  in  future.  I  un* 
derstand  that  the  Deputy  Commissioner  may,  at  any  time  during  the 
currency  of  the  Settlement,  for  good  reason  apply  for  sanction  to 
change  the  proportion  of  the  instalments  of  any  village.  The  ac- 
companying map  (No.  IV)  is  coloured  to  show  the  proportion  of 
the  instalments  in  each  village.  It  will  be  seen  from  it  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  villages  of  each  tract  pay  their  revenue  in  similar  instaU 
ments  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  tract. 

33.    I  have  already  pointed    out    (§  5  and  7)    how    much    the 
.,  _    ,         ,         district    was    crippled  by  the  loss  of  cattle  in 

of  wul^"^  ^^      ^"  1877-78.     This  was  recognised    at    an   early 

period  of  the  distress,  and  in  1878  Rs.  50,00a 
were  advanced  to  the  peasants  for  the  purchase  of  seed  and  bullocks^ 
and  by  31st  March  1883  this  had  all  been  recovered  except  Rs.  i^iij. 
A  further  advance  of  Rs.  50,000  was  sanctioned  in  April  1882,  and 
another  of  Rs.  1,50,000  in  January  1 883,  making  altogether  a  sum 
of  two  and  a  half  lakhs  granted  for  this  purpose.  The  sum  of 
Rs.  50,000  granted  in  April  1882  was  distributedin  cash  by  the 
tahsfld&rs  themselves  after  the  Deputy  Commissioner  had  mad& 
allotments  by  villages  on  applications  by  cultivators.  The  grantees 
made  their  own  arrangements  for  purchase,  but  were  required  within, 
one  month  to  bring  the  purchased  cattle  to  the  tahsf  1  for  approval* 
and  to  be  branded.  During  his  winter  tour  the  Deputy  Commis* 
sioner  inspected  the  bullocks  thus  procured  and  sattsfied  himself  that 
the  ftibney  was  honestly  applied,  and  there  can.  be  no  doubt  that 
these  opportune  advances  enabled  tbe  peasants  to  cultivate  and 
irrigate  during  the  past  year  a  large  area  of  land  which,  but  for  tliis 
timely  assistance,  would  have  been  waste.  In  order  to  arrange 
for.  the    distribution   of  the  grant  of  Rs.  i,5p,0Q0  made  in  January 
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1883,  and  as  the  best  means  of  attracting  a  supply  of  bullocks  to  the 
district,  a  fair  was  announced  to  be  held  at  Rewirf  from  the  20th  of 
March.  Over  13,000  head  of  cattle  were  brought  to  the  fair  from 
Alwar,  Bhartpur,  Bfkaner,  Rohtak,  Hissir  and  Sirsa,  and  3400  were 
purchased  by  holders  of  takkdvl  gfrants,  besides  about  300  bought 
by  others.  The  sum  allowed  per  bullock  was  Rs.  33.  Allotments 
were  made  to  villages  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  or  myself  with 
reference  to  the  circumstances  of  each,  and  these  were  divided 
amongst  individual  landholders  by  the  tahsfld&rs  and  zaildirs 
according  to  their  several  wants.  Each  grantee  received  a  cheque 
showing  the  sum  allotted   to  him  which  he  took  to   Rewarf  and 

E resented  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  fair,  having  first  selected 
is  bullocks,  made  his  bargain  with  the  seller,  and  got  the  animal^ 
J)assed  and  prices  approved  by  a  committee  of  zaildars  and 
ambardirs  assembled  for  the  purpose,  in  order  to  prevent  collusion 
between  sellers  and  purchasers.  The  officer  in  charge  then  paid 
the  amount  of  the  cheque  and  had  the  bullock  branded  with  the 
initial  letter  of  the  tahsll  to  which  the  purchaser  belonged.  The 
jivcrage  grant  per  bullock  was  Rs.  34,  and  the  average  price  paid 
somewhat  higher,  as  the  peasant,  in  order  to  get  a  superior  animal, 
often  supplemented  the  grant. with  money  from  his  own  pocket. 
Many  of  the  cattle  brought  to  the  fair  were  inferior  and  unfit  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  those  purchased  were  of  good  quality, 
and  the  people  went  away  generally  well  pleased  with  their  bargains. 
I  saw  a  large  number  of  bullocks  purchased  at  the  fair  after  they 
had  reached  their  purchasers'  villages,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  and  their 
neighbours  were  quite  satisfied  with  the  cattle,  and  considered  them 
good  serviceable  animals  got  for  a  reasonable  price.  The  great 
majority  pf  them  came  from  outside  the  district,  and  they  are  a 
most  valuable  addition  to  the  cultivating  power  of  the  district 
The  balance  of  Rs.  36,000  which  remained  at  the  close  of  the  fair, 
has  nearly  all  been  allotted  and  distributed  on  the  system  adopted 
last  year.     The  total  allotments  by  tahsfls  are  as  follows: — 


TahsiL 

Adrmncot  made  in  sSSa. 

Advances  made  in  1883. 

No.  oC  buUockft. 

Rupees, 

No.  of  bullocks. 

Rupees. 

Palwal 
Firozpur     ... 

Gurgion     ... 
Rewiii 

131 

733 
739 
»47 
177 

3,880 

18,325 

18405 

4,080 

5,670 

1,066 
838 

743 

30.613 
3^ao- 

27.086 
a4,43» 

ToUl 

1.927 

50,360 

4,543 

1,48,463 

The  4,542  bullocks  purchased  in  1883  are  to  be  added  to  the 
80,000  returned  by  the  patwirfs  as  found  by  them  in  the  villages  last 
cold  weather,  and  help  considerably  to  make  up  the  deficiency  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  cattle  before  the  distress  ;  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  year  again  the  cattle  bought  with  these  advances 
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have  enabled  the  people  to  cultivate  much  more  land  than  they 
otherwise  could  have  done,  and  that  they  will  add  greatly  to  the 
productive,  power  of  the  district*  The  people  appreciate  the 
advantage  of  such  aid  immensely,  and  showed  almost  greater 
anxiety  to  get  bullocks  given  them  than  to  get  their  assessment 
reduced.  There  is  at  present  every  prospect  of  recovering  the 
advances  made  with  full  interest  in  the  easy  instalments  fixed  for 
their  repayment,  and  although  the  Government  of  India  have 
signified  their  willingness  to  remit  a  part  of  them  if  occasion  arises, 
I  think  that  unless  the  seasons  again  prove  very  unfavourable,  there 
will  be  no  need  to  do  so  ;  and  it  would  be  apt  to  injure  the  revenue 
administnition  seriously  if  these  advances  were  remitted  without 
clear  necessity,  and  demoralise  the  people  much  more  than  a 
remission  of  the  land-revenue,  for  the  principle  on  which  these 
advances  are  given,  viz.^  that  of  distributing  them  only  to  those 
men  who  are  able  and  willing  to  repay  them,  is  very  different 
from  the  principle  on  which  remissions  should  be  granted. 


CHAPTER  III.— The  Assessment. 
34.    In  the  statements  attached  to  this  Report  I   have  followed 
_    ,  the  order  of  circles  and  villages  of  the  printed 

of  t£l' A^S^  Statement  E,  which  forms  Appendix  IV  to  the 

printed  Settlement  Report  According  to 
that  statement  the  assessment  as  announced  or  reduced  on  appeal  was 
R.S  12,76,619,  while  the  total  assessment  for  the  financial  year 
1882-83,  taking  as  a  basis  the  sanctioned  revenue-roll  for  that  year 
was  Rs  12,78,113.  Appendix  I  shows  in  what  villages  the  difference 
exists,  and  the  causes  of  the  difference,  which  generally  ar5  that  sums 
assessed  on  gardens  and  mudfi  plots  and  assigned  to  grantees  were  in 
some  cases  omitted  in  the  printed  statement,  and  that  small  reductions 
have  been  granted  in  some  villages  since  Settlement  on  land  taken  tip 
for  canal  extensions  or  the  customs  hedge  round  the  salt-works.  Appen- 
dix II  corresponds  with  Statement  G.  of  an  ordinary  Settlement,  and 
gives  the  reductions  now  announced.  It  shows  how,  from  an  assessment 
of  Rs.  12,78,113  in  1882-83,  we  reach  an  assessment  of  Rs.  12,27424 
in  1883-84,  as  it  would  be  if  no  temporary  reductions  were  granted, 
and  gives  a  detail  of  the  latter  sum,  showing  that  the  revenue-roll 
for  1883-84  would,  in  that  case,  be  Rs.  11,79,242.  The  next  columns 
of  the  same  appendix  show  the  reduction  granted  for  seven  years, 
and  the  resulting  reduced  revenue-roll  of  1883-84  amounting  to 
Rs.  10,85,436.  Appendix  III  shows  the  effect  of  the  change  of  instal- 
ments in  15  villages  to  come  into  force  from  kharif  1883,  and  caus- 
ing a  net  increase  of  Rs.  333  in  the  kharif  instalment  of  1883-84, 
and  a  corresponding  decrease  of  Rs.  333  in  the"  rabi  instalment  of 
1884-85.  Appendix  IV  is  the  resulting  revenue-roll  to  be  sanctioned 
for  1883-84,  amounting  to  Rs.  10,85,769.  Appendix  V  gives  our 
recommendations  as  to  the  remission  of  the  balances.  Appendix 
VI  gives  a  comparison  of  the  resources  of  each  village  at  Settlement 


Digitized  by 


Google 


{    56    ) 

with  the  state  of  things  now,  and  corresponds  with  statements  A  and 
E  of  an  ordinary  Settlement  Report  Appendix  VII  shows  the 
number  of  villages  in  each  assessment  circle  whose  jam4  was  reduced 
by  Mr.  Channing.  Appendix  VIII  gives  a  list  of  the  cash  rents 
paid  in  each  village  at  Settlement  and  last  year,  the  areas  on  which 
they  were  paid,  and  the  resulting  average  rent-rate.  Appendix  IX 
gives  the  rates  sanctioned  at  Settlement  with  those  I  would  now  use 
in  spreading  the  reduced  assessment  over  the  areas  returned  at 
Settlement.  Appendix  X  is  a  report  drawn  up  by  the  Extra  Assis- 
tent  Commissioner  on  the  Niih  tahsil  embodying  his  proposals,  which 
were  afterwards  modified  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  myself. 
I  have  given  no  reasons  for  our  decisions  in  any  of  the  statements ; 
they  will  be  found  in  the  village  Note-books, 

It  will  be  found  on  comparing  the  totals  of  these  statements 
with  those  of  Statements  A  and  E  submitted  at  Settlement,  with  the 
Census  Returns,  &c.,  that  there  are  numerous  small  discrepancies.  I 
have  not  everywhere  stopped  to  explain  these.  In  some  cases  they 
are  due  to  corrections  of  areas  made  after  the  submission  of  the  former 
reports,  to  the  inclusion  of  mudfi  plots  formerly  omitted,  to  errors  in 
former  totals,  to  the  transfer  of  villages  from  one  tahsil  to  another, 
and  no  doubt  in  some  cases  to  errors  in  the  present  statements.  It 
would  take  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to  eradicate  or  explain 
all  such  discrepancies,  and  I  have  not  delayed  to  do  so.  Wherever  the 
difference  is  great  I  have  compared  the  figures  In  detail  and  satis- 
fied  myself  that  for  the  present  purpose  they  are  as  exact  as  they 
can  be  made.  Most  of  the  statistics  are  for  the  present  purpose 
only  estimates,  and  some  of  them  very  rough  estimates,  and 
where  a  difference  of  a  thousand  does  not  affect  the  argument,  it  is 
needless  to  give  a  long  explanation  of  a  difference  of  a  few  units.  In 
the  cases  which  are  not  mere  estimates,  viz,^  the  actual  revenue  de- 
mand, the  reductions,  balances  and  remissions,  the  figures  are  exact 
to  a  rupee. 

As  already  stated,  we  took  up  the  case  of  each  village  separately, 
and  decided  with  reference  to  its  individual  circumstances,  though 
of  course  also  with  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  tract  generally^ 
whether  any  reduction  should  be  given  or  not  Adding  up  the  figures 
for  the* individual  villages,  I  have  discussed  the  results  for  each 
assessment  circle  separately,  as  will  be  seen  further  on.  It  will  be 
convenient  here  to  sum  up  those  results  for  the  whole  district  in 
order  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  tract,  of  the  pitch  of 
the  assessment,  and  of  the  relief  now  given  with  the  reasons  for  it, 
although  of  course  in  a  district  composed  of  villages  of  such  varying 
circumstances,  the  real  state  of  things  can  be  properly  understood 
only  by  considering  the  circumstances  of  each  assessment  circle^  and 
indeed  of  each  village,  separately. 

35.    The  revenue-roll  for  the  year  previous  to  the  introduction 
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of  the  new  assessments,  the  financial  year 
1876-77,  was  Rs.  10,86,113.  Including  j&girs 
the  total  assessment  was  Rs.  11,03.339.  (T<^ 
obtain  the  real  total  the  assessment  on  small  mudfi  plots  would  have 
to  be  added  to  tlie  total  here  given).  The  total  assessment  of  the  year 
1882-83,  including  all  allowances  and  assignments,  is  Rs.  12,78,113, 
thus  showing  an  increase  for  the  whole  district  of  Rs.  1,74,774  or 
16  per  cent  This  is  distributed  as  follows  over  the  five  tahsHs  as  at 
present  constituted  : — 


Taksil. 

previoua  Settle- 
meot. 

ofx88a.83. 

Increase  pw 

cent. 

Paiwal... 
Ffrozpur 

Gurgion 
Rewdrf 

•••               .«• 
»••               ••• 
•••               ... 
•••               ••• 

...               ••• 

Total 

Rs. 

2^4,668 

2,08,759 
2,11,360 

1,96,514 
2,72,038 

Rs. 

2,8s,482 
2,38,563 
2,59,809 
2,17,432 
2,76,827 

33 
14 
22 
II 

2 

11,03,339 

12,78,113 

16 

Thus  the  assessment  of  tahsfl  Rewari  was  hardly  raised  at  all 
while  that  of  Ni!ih  was  increased  by  one-fourth,  and  that  of  Paiwal 
by  one-third. 

36.    To  appreciate  fully  the  increase  which  has  taken  place  in 

the  Government  demand,  it  is  necessary  to  take 

Increase  of  Uie  cesses.      -^^^  account  the  increase  of  the  cesses.    At  last 

Settlement  the  cesses  leviable  in  addition  to  the  land-revenue  were 

as  follows  ;— 

Per  cent,  on  land-reYentte« 
Village  headmen's  allowance     ...  ...  .«.     5 

Patw4rf's  allowance  (average  about)  ...  *      Z% 

Road  cess  •••  •••  •••  •••     i 

School  cess  •••  •••  •••  •••     i 


Total 


loji 


In  1 87 1  the  local  rate  cess  was  first  imposed  at  6^  per  cent : 
when  the  Settlement  operations  commenced  in  1872,  the  patwirfs 
cess  was  somewhat  raised,  and  on  the  introduction  of  the  new  assess* 
ments  in  1877  it  was  fixed  at  4  per  cent,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
postal  cess  of  }i  per  cent,  was  first  imposed.  In  1880  the  local 
cate  cess  was  increased  from  6%  to  %%  per  cent,  the  enhance- 
ment having  been  delayed  in  this  district  by  special  order.  The 
Zailddri  allowance  of  i  per  cent  and  the  chief  headman's  allowance 
of  I  per  cent,  were  introduced  with  the  new  assessment,  but  may  be 
}eft  out  of  account  as  they  are    deductions    from    the   Government 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    58    ) 

demand.    Thus    for  every  Rs.    lOO  of  land-revenue  assessment  the 

peasant  has  had  actually  to  pay  as  follows : — 

Rs. 
Up  to  1870         •••  •••  ..«  ...     iio^ 

From  1870  to  1877  •••  •••  •••  ^^^H 

From  1877  to  1880  ...  ...  ...  117^ 

Since  1880  ...  ...  ...  •••     1197 

Thus  the  increase  of  16  per  cent,  in  the  land-revenue  assess- 
ment, although  it  means  an  increase  of  only  17  per  cent,  between 
1876-77  and  1877-78,  means  an  increase  of  26  per  cent,  between  1870 
and  1880,  and  for  every  Rs.  100  of  land-revenue  and  cesses  the  Gurgaon 
peasants  paid  in  1870,  they  paid  Rs.  126  of  land-revenue  and  cesses 
in  1880.  From  another  point  of  view  it  may  be  said  that  if  the 
actual  land-revenue  assessment  is  50  per  cent,  of  the  net  assets,  the 
peasant  has  to  pay  under  various  heads  land-revenue  and  cesses 
equivalent  to  50  >c  fl-J  =60  per  cent  of  his  net  assets,  besides  the 
cost  of  village  watchmen  and  other  common  village  expenses.  The 
Settlement  Officer  is,  liowever,  not  supposed  to  take  the  cesses  into 
account  in  making  his  calculations,  and  is  instructed  to  fix  his 
assessments  as  nearly  as  possible  at  half  net  assets  ;  indeed,  when 
the  zaildari  and  alalambard4ri  cesses  were  introduced  recently. 
Settlement  Officers  were  practically  instructed  to  calculate  their 
assessments  at  5 1  per  cent,  of  the  net  assets,  so  that  when  the  zail- 
dars  and  alalambardar's  allowance  of  i  per  cent,  each  were  de- 
ducted from  the  land-revenue,  the  Government  demand  might  still 
be  50  per  cent  as  before. 

The  cesses  now  payable  in  the  Gurgaon  district  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Percentage  on  the  land-rerenue. 

Headman's  due  ...  •••  ...  ...     5 

Fatwarfs  dues  ...  ...  ...  •••     4 

Local  rate  •••  ...  •••  •••  8^ 

jvoaci  cess  •••  ••«  •••  •••x 

School  cess  ...  •••  •••  •••     I 

Postal  cess  ...  ...  ...  ...     ^ 

Total        ...     I9§- 

besides  the  zaild&ri  and  alalambardari  allowance  of  i  per  cent, 
each  which  are  nominally  deductions  from  the  land-revenue,  the 
pay  of  the  village  watchman  which  is  levied  on  houses,  and  the 
common  village  expenses  which  are  generally  paid  by  the  culti- 
tors  in  the  form  of  a  cess  on  the  land-revenue. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  strong  opinion  which  I  have 
long  held,  and  which  has  been  confirmed  by  my  recent  experience 
in  this  district,  as  to  the  bad  policy  of  levying  taxes  in  this  way.  In 
theory  they  are  levied  under  different  heads  for  different  purposes,  but 
the  ordinary  peasant  can  make  no  such  distinction.  He  only  knows 
that  he  has  to  pay  the  money,  and  that  the  Government  which  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    59    ) 

promised    not    to  raise   his  assessment  for  thirty  years  evades  that 
promise  and  goes  on  adding  cess  after  cess,  and  taking  more  from  hira 
'^  on  various  pretexts.    The  way  in  which  these    cesses    are    imposed 

I  and    calculated    and    levied    makes  the  people  feel  them  more  of  a 

'  burden  than  they  really  are.     It  almost  seems  as  if  the  system    were 

devised  to  raise  a  minimum  of  revenue  with  a  maximum  of  dis- 
content and  trouble.  If  the  assessment  were  calculated  at  60  per 
cent,  of  the  net  assets  instead  of  50  and  levied  in  one  lump  and  spread 
at  one  rate  on  the  land,  the  amount  realised  would  be  the 
same  but  the  vexation  caused  would  be  so  much  less.  If 
the  zaild&r,  alalambardar  and  lambardar  were  allowed  each  to 
retain  his  allowance  out  of  the  Government  demand  on  his  village 
or  holding,  instead  of  levying  it  from  their  fellows  in  the  form  of  an 
additional  demand,  they  would  value  it  much  more  highly.  The 
amounts  to  go  into  the  Patwarfs'  Fund  and  to  the  various  heads  of  edu- 
cation, roads,  post-office,  &c.,  would  be  allotted  by  the  Accountant- 
General  in  one  lump  sum  for  the  district  as  a  whole,  instead  of  being 
levied  as  at  present  in  annas  and  pies  on  each  individual  holding. 
The  patwdrfs  work  would  be  immensely  reduced,  and  the  work  of 
the  Treasury  and  TahsH  offices  greatly  lightened.  This  change  can 
be  most  easily  made  at  a  revision  of  Settlement,  but  it  can  be  made 
at  any  time,  and  it  would  be  a  real  relief  to  this  district  now,  if  the 
whole  Government  demand  were  consolidated  into  one  lump  sum, 
and  distributed  over  the  holdings  at  one  rate,  and  a  really  binding 
*  promise  given  to  the  people  that  this  demand  would  not  be  increased 

under  any  pretext  for  the  term  of  Settlement. 

37.    It  is  difficult  for  a  Settlement  Officer  to  make  an  estimateof 

the   half-net-assets   on  which  he  can  depend, 

vinu^*;rJI^m'!?nr''^  ^^  ^'^'  ^^^  it  is  not  intended  that  he  should  on  the 
▼lous  assessment.  ,         .  tit  •  1^41 

one    hand    suddenly  raise  to  the  full  extent 

the  assessment  of  villages  in  which  his  half-net-assets  calculations 
show  a  great  increase  on  the  previous  demand,  or  on  the  other, 
suddenly  reduce  the  assessment  of  villages  which  are  getting  on  well, 
simply  because  his  calculations  give  a  great  decrease.  One  of  the 
best  guides  he  can  have  is  the  way  in  which  the  villages  Iiave  pros« 
pered  or  otherwise  under  their  former  assessment.  If  this  test  be 
apph'ed  in  Gurgion  ample  reason  will  be  found  for  believing  that 
Mr.  Channing's  assessment  was,  at  the  time  it  was  announced, 
likely  to  be  a  light  and  workable  demand. 

From  the  statistical  report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Fraser  about   1846 
it  appears  that  the  district  had  almost  the  same  boundaries  then 
as  now.     It  comprised  1,274  villages  against  the  present  1,264,  and 
the  only  differences  seem   to   be   that   the  PaH  pargana  has   since 
/  been   transferred  to   the  Delhi   district    and   some  villages    about 

Farrukhnagar  added  after  the  mutiny,  so  that  the  district,  as  a  whole, 
may  be  considered  much  the  same,  its  total  area  then  being 
12,43,059  acres  and  now  1242,089.  Its  land-revenue  was  then 
Rs«  10,98,3881  but  some  seven  years  beforCi  previous  to  tbe  revision 
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of  assessments,  It  had  been  Rs  12,56,786.  (In  the  memorandum  on 
page  18  of  the  Statistical  Report  the  former  jama  of  pargana 
Ffrozpur  is  understated  by  a  likh.  See  Appendix  G  of  that  Report). 
And  from  the  fiscal  statement  on  page  31  it  appears  that  the 
collections  had  averaged  93  per  cent,  of  the  demand,  so  that  the 
district  had  actually  been  paying  an  average  land-revenue  of  about 
Rs.  11,68,000.  The  reductions  which  had  been  given  at  the  recent 
revision  of  assessment  were  considered  to  be  liberal,  and  not- 
withstanding a  series  of  unfavourable  seasons,  the  Settlement  was 
thought  to  be  working  well  and  the  assessment  considered  to  be 
one  which  could,  excepting  under  extraordinary  circumstances, 
always  be  realized.  That  this  expectation  was  fulfilled  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  statement  of  balances  and  collections  for  the  12 
years  previous  to  1877-78,  the  demand  being  all  through  about 
Rs.  10,90,000. 


V«ar. 

Balance  on 

3X  M»rch  of  tho 

Total  collections  daring   the   year, 
per  cent  on  annual  demand. 

demand  for  the  yeai. 

1865-66 

6,883 

99 

1866^7 

5,476 

99 

1867-68 

10,415 

99 

1868-69 

7,863 

99 

1869-70 

1,430 

100 

1870-71 

2,769 

100 

1871.72 

1,754 

100 

1872-73 

2,382 

100 

1873-74 

11,800 

99 

1874-75 

7,017 

St 

1875-76 

18,057 

1876-77 

30,978 

9« 

Total  ..•  Rs.  1,06,824, 

Average  balance     ...  Rs.       8,902. 

The  average  balance  was  thus  less  than  i  per  cent  of  the 
demand,  and  notwithstanding  a  year  of  drought  in  1868-69  ^nd  a 
year  of  excessive  inundations  in  1875-76  the  collections  in  no  year 
had  fallen  below  98  per  cent  of  the  demand.  A  perusal  of  the 
quotations  given  by  Mr.  Channing  from  his  Assessment  Reports 
(§§  120  seq.)  will  show  that,  taking  the  district  as  a  whole,  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  assessment  then  expiring  had 
been  found  to  be  a  light  one,  had  allowed  the  development  of 
great  prosperity,  and  had  pressed  hardly  only  on  a  few  villages 
here  and  there.  At  the  commencement  of  the  previous  Settlement  more 
than  thirty  years  before  when  the  assessment  was  considered  light 
or  at  least  easily  workable,  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  was 
only  7,03,124  acres  :  it  had  increased  to  9,87,161  acres  or  by  40  per 
cent  Irrigation  (including  naturally-flooded  lands)  had  also  increased 
from  1,32,417  acres  to  1,85,522  or  by  40  per  cent.  Population  was 
returned  as  4,60,326  about  1846  (and  according  to  the  figures  of  the 
Revenue  Survey  was  about  SfiOfiOO  io  1826)  but  this  must  have 
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been  an  under-estimate,  for  the  Census  of  1855  gave  a  population  of 
6,62486  ;  the  Census  of  1868  gave  6,89,034  and  in  1876  the  popula- 
tion must  have  been  20  percent,  larger  than  in  1842.  Prices  too 
had  risen  by  about  65  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  fifteen  years 
preceding  the  previous  Settlement  in  1837.  These  were  good 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  district  as  a  whole  would  be  able  to 
pay  a  much  higher  assessment  with  ease  and  without  interruption 
to  its  developing  prosperity. 

38.    The  previous  assessment  seems  to  have  been  fixed  with  refer- 
ence chiefly  to  what  the  estates  had  been  paying 
^.IIlllSIT^iLll^    ^ef^^re  (Statistical  Report  and  Appendices)  ; 

•Ottrces  jttsiiliea  an  increase.      ,       _,   ^_  ,*^  3  n       i  t 

but  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  assessed  Rewari,  seems 

to  have  assumed  (p.  xl.)  that  his  assessment  was  about  80  per  cent, 
of  the  net  assets,  and  Mr.  Gubbins  in  his  assessment  of  Ffrozpur 
(afterwards  reduced)  assumed  that  his  assessment  was  from  25 
to  30  per  cent,  below  the  net  assets.  If  then  we  assume  the 
assessment  of  the  whole  district,  after  the  liberal  reductions  granted, 
to  have  been  equivalent  to  the  value  of  three-fourths  of  the  net  assets 
at  the  time ;  then,  other  things  remaining  the  same,  the  rise  of 
prices  alone,  even  if  taken  as  only  50  per  cent,  (instead  of  6$),  would 
have  justified  the  retention  of  the  previous  demand,  for  the  rise 
of  prices  having  increased  the  value  of  the  net  produce  to  1 4  times 
its  fornier  value,  a  jama  equal  to  |  its  former  value  would  be 
exactly  one-half  its  present  value  in  Rupees.  This  being  so,  the 
increase  of  40  per  cent  in  cultivation  and  of  40  per  cent,  in  irriga- 
tion seemed  to  justify  a  large  increase  of  assessment.  However,  as 
already  said,  the  former  assessing  officers  had  no  data  on  which  to 
calculate  the  net  assets  of  their  day  and  a  comparison  so  made 
could  only  be  a  rough  guide. 

39.    Still,  the  Settlement  Officer   found  that  the  district  as  a 
The     new      assessment     whole   was  paying  its  land  revenue    without 
judged  by  comparison  with    difficulty,    and    might    reasonably   conclude 
the  previous  assessment,  that   SO     long   as    he    kept  his  assessments 

generally  well  below  the  pitch  of  the  assessments  actually  paid  by 
a  large  number  of  villages,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  realis- 
ing them.  That  he  did  so  will  appear  from  the  following  figures 
(given  more  in  detail  in  Appendix  VII)  : — 


Total  No.  of 
vUlages 

Number  of  villages  in  which. 

Percentage  of 
increase  ol 

Tahiil. 

the  revenue  rate* 
gave  a  decrease. 

the  aneument 
was  actually  re- 
duced. 

the  asseskment 

was  increased 

more  then  s 

per  cent. 

assessment  ef 
whole  tahsU. 

Palwal 
Firozpur 
Nuh    ... 
Gurgaon 
Kewari 

I9S 

227 

a? 

63 

AS 

57 

143 

II 

38 

114 

160 

246 
163 
119 

33 
«4 
22 
If 

2 

Total       ... 

i.a^ 

335 

302 

860 

16 

Digitized  by 


Google 


(    62    ) 

Thus  Mr.  Channing  actually  reduced  the  assess^ment  of  202  viU 
(ages,  or  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  whole  number,  and  the  revenue- 
rates  which  he  adopted  as  his  guides  in  assessing  gave  a  decrease  as 
compared  with  the  former  assessment  in  335  villages,  or  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  whole  number.  He  used  his  revenue-rates  only  as 
guides,  and  where  they  gave  a  decrease  he  ordinarily  did  not  reduce 
the  assessment  to  such  an  extent  as  they  alone  indicated,  unless 
there  was  some  other  reason  for  considering  the  village  over-assess- 
ed ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  where  his  rates  gave  a  great  increase  on 
the  former  assessment,  he  did  not  raise  the  demand  fully  up  to  his 
rates,  but  made  allowance  for  the  increase  and  the  possibility  of  over- 
estimates by  keeping  the  assessment  well  below  that  given  by  the 
rates.  So  that  it  may  safely  be  said  that  in  those  860  villages  whose 
assessment  he  raised  by  more  than  5  per  cent,  the  demand  is  still, 
with  reference  to  the  qualities  of  the  soil,  the  facilities  of  irrigation, 
and  the  caste  of  the  proprietors,  much  lighter  than  it  is  in  the  202 
villages  whose  assessment  he  reduced  ;  and  it  is  also  certain  that 
although  he  raised  the  assessment  of  all  but  a  few  villages  in  tahsils 
Nuh  and  Pahval,  and  increased  the  assessment  of  those  two  tahsils 
by  22  and  33  per  cent,  respectively,  they  are  still  more  lightly  assess- 
ed than  tahsil  Rewari,  the  assessment  of  which  was  increased  by 
only  2  per  cent,  and  in  which  he  reduced  the  assessment  of  more 
than  a  third  of  the  villages. 

Judging  then  from  past  experience,  there  was  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  after  making  full  allowance  for  the  increase  of  the  cesses, 
the  enhanced  demand  would  be  easily  paid  by  the  district.  This  is 
not  equivalent  to  saying  that  it  was  not  above  half-net-assets,  for  a 
half-net-asset  land-revenne  means  with  cesses  a  demand  equivalent 
to  only  60  per  cent,  of  the  net  assets,  and  the  excessively  high 
jamas  paid  by  the  district  in  former  times,  when  the  collections 
were  supposed  to  be  three-fourths  or  even  four-fifths  of  the  net  pro- 
duce, and  must  often  have  even  exceeded  this,  prove  that  villages 
like  these  can  pay  much  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  their  net  assets, 
and  yet  go  on  prosperously  developing.  In  order  to  judge  whether 
the  new  assessment  was  approximately  equal  to  half  the  average  net 
produce,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  the  data  on  which  the  Settlement 
Officer  framed  his  estimates. 

40.     According   to  the  printed  Statement  E  (Report,  Appendix 
IV)  the  total  area  of  the  district  is  as  follows  (in 
cuUitarron.      '**  "^^^^    ^^^^^s)  by  Settlement  measurements  (1873-75.) 

UncuUurable  ••• 

Revenue-free 

Culturable 

Fallow 

Gardens  ...  ••• 

Cultivated 

Total 


•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •« 

•  •• 

i,6o,ii8 

1.735 

81,988 

10,071 

1,046 

9.87.161 

«•« 

1242,089 
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Thus   13  per  cent  of  tl|ie  total  area  fs  unculturablc,  consisting 
chiefly  of  hill,  and  of  the  remaining  culturable  area  10,81,971  acres, 
only  81,988  acres  or  75^  per  cent,  has  not  been  brought  under  the 
plough  ;  including  revenue-free,  fallow  and  gardens,  9,99,983  acres,  or 
say  exactly  one  million  acres,  have  been  cultivated.     According  to 
the  professional    Revenue   Survey,   which   was  made  independently 
about  the  same  time  as  the  Settlement  measurements,  the  cultivated 
and  fallow  area  was  9,98,612  acres,  and  adding  1,046  for  gardens,  we 
get  9,99,658  acres  as  the  area  brought  under  the    plough.     Thus   ac- 
cording to  two  independent  surveys   conducted   by  different   sets   of 
officers  according  to  different  rules,  a  million  acres  or  92^  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  culturable  area  had  been  cultivated  within  the  three  or  four 
years  previous  to  the  Settlement    measurements.     The  proportion   of 
culturable   land    which   had   not    been   brought  under  the  plough  is 
strikingly  small,  being  only  7J4  per  cent,  for  the  whole  district,  and 
only  2  per  cent,  in  tahsil  Firozpur,  while  in  the  neighbouring  districts 
of  Delhi  and  Rohtak  the  proportion  is  20  and  14  per  cent,  respective- 
ly ;  in  the  Mathra  district,  however,  it  is  only  5  per  cent.     In  Settle- 
ment measurements  as  now  conducted  in  thePanjab,  and  according  to 
the  present  rules  of  the  Revenue  Survey, all  land  which  has  been  sown 
within  the  three  harvests  previous  to  the  date  of  measurement  is  en- 
tered as  "  cultivated"  whether  sown  within  the  year  of  measurement 
or  not,  and  all  land  not  cultivated  within  that  period,but  which  has  been 
cultivated  within  the  last  four  years,  is  entered  as  "  lately  abandoned" 
or  (for  short)  "  fallow."     A  similar  rule  seems  to  have  been  followed 
in  this  Settlement     Mr.  Wood  directed  in  Delhi  that  all  land   aban- 
doned within  three  years  of  measurement  was  to  be  entered   as  culti- 
vated, and  as  Gurgaon  Settlement  was  then  under  his  control,  proba- 
bly the  same   rule   was  followed  here.    Of  the  total  cultivated  and 
fallow  area    10,071    acres   or  i  per  cent,  were  entered  as  fallow  (the 
proportion  in  Delhi  was   nearly  i  per  cent.,   and   in  Rohtak  a  little 
over  I   per  cent)     Except  in  a  very  few  cases  the  culturable   waste 
and  the  fallow   were   left   uuassessed,  so  that  altogether  about  8  per 
cent  of  the  land  capable  of  cultivation  was  left  free   of  assessment^ 
and  the  area  actually  assessed  as  cultivated  was  9,^7,161  acres,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  totals  now  taken  from  the  village  note  books  9,81,345 
acres  (besides  7,099  acres  placed  under  fluctuating  assessment).     The 
years  of  the  Settlement  measurements  were  exceptionally  favourable, 
and  the  area  actually  cultivated  was  no  doubt  much  larger  than  usual, 
and  yet  probably  the  area  so  returned  as  cultivated  is  larger  than  the 
area  actually  cultivated  in  any  one  year,  for  there  is  no  year  in  which 
some  part  of  the  area  ordinarily  under  cultivation  is  not  left  unsown 
in  some  villages;  indeed,  this  is  probably  the  case  in  every  Settlement, 
and  the  Settlement  Officer  is  supposed  to  make  allowance  in  calculat- 
ing his   rates   for  the   fact  that  his  cultivated  area  is  higher  than  the 
average  area  cultivated  in  one  year.     That   the  9,87,161    acres   esti- 
mated as  the  area  to   be  assessed   as  cultivated   is  above  the  average 
area  sown  has  already  been   shown   in  §7,   where  the  areas  given 
in  the  Annual  Revenue  Report  as  sown  for  each  harvest  since  1867 
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are  collated.  According  to  those  figures  the  average  area  sovirn  in 
the  two  harvests  for  the  last  sixteen  years  is  9,00,000  acres,  and 
for  the  eight  years  previous  to  1877  was  9,55,000  acres;  and 
if  20,000  acres  be  deducted  for  land  sown  in  both  harvests 
{dofaslt)  the  average  area  sown  in  one  year  may  be  taken  as 
9>35>ooo  acres ;  and  of  the  9,87,000  acres  entered  as  the 
cultivated  area  at  Settlement  it  may  be  said  that  ordinarily 
50,000  acres  or  5  per  cent  remained  fallow  on  an  average  of 
years.  A  similar  calculation  shows  that  a  similar  allowance  must 
be  made  in  other  Settlements.  Thus  in  Delhi  the  area  returned  at 
Settlement  as  cultivated  (Settlement  Report  §  200),  was  5,28,349  acres  ; 
according  to  the  Annual  Revenue  Report,  the  average  area  culti- 
vated for  both  harvests  in  the  15  years  ending  1881-82  was 
5,20,000  acres ;  but  in  Delhi  with  its  canal  irrigation,  this  includes 
a  large  area  of  ^/^j// cultivation,  and  at  hettlement  it  was  found 
that  the  ^/tfj/i  cultivation  amounted  to  SS,ooo  acres  (Settlement 
Report  §  39).  Even  if  it  be  taken  so  low  as  40,000  on  the 
average,  it  would  seem  that  the  average  area  actually  cultivated 
within  a  year  is  only  4,80,000  acres  against  the  5,28,000  recorded 
at  Settlement  as  cultivated,  a  difference  of  9  per  cent  In 
Rohtak  again,  the  area  returned  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  was 
9,07,000  acres  (Settlement  Report  §  73),  and  according  to  the 
Annual  Revenue  Report  the  average  area  sown  for  both  harvests 
for  the  IS  years  ending  1881-82  was  only  8,14,000,  or  allowing 
for  dofasli  about  8,00,000;  and  in  no  single  year  since  1872-73, 
has  so  much  as  9.07,000  acres  been  sown.  According  to  these 
figures  then  the  cultivated  area  has  been  over-estimated  quite  as 
much  in  Rohtak  as  in  Gurgaon,  if  it  be  an  over-estimate,  and  the 
same  objection  will  apply,  though  perhaps  not  with  so  much  force, 
to  the  cultivated  areas  returned  for  every  Settlement  in  the  Panjab. 

If,  however,  the  Settlement  Officer  bears  in  mind  that  his  culti- 
vated area  represents  more  than  the  average  area  sown  in  one  year, 
it  is  no  over-estimate,  and  indeed  the  definition  of  "cultivated" 
followed  in  Settlement  measurements  is  the  only  fair  one  to  follow — 
fair  not  only  as  between  Government  and  the  peasants,  but  as 
between  village  and  village.  Suppose  the  Settlement  measurements 
had  taken  place  in  a  year  like  the  present,  when  the  area 
actually  sown  within  the  year  is  only  8,96,000  acres,  and 
in  the  previous  year  8,75,000.  The  annual  statements  show 
that  if  only  the  area  actually  sown  within  the  year  were 
entered  as  cultivated,  it  would  in  that  case  be  a  great  under- 
estimate, and  in  numbers  of  villages  the  cultivated  area  would  be 
stated  enormously  below  the  average,  so  that  many  villages  would 
be  apt  to  be  too  lightly  assessed  in  comparison  with  others.  The 
argument  applies  in  a  similar  way  to  the  state  of  things  at  the  time 
of  Settlement  measurements,  which  would  not  have  been  fair  as 
between  villages  had  they  not  taken  account  of  the  cultivation  of  a 
year  or  two  previous  to  the  actual  measurements.  With  the  corro- 
borative evidence  of  the  Revenue  Survey,  it  seems  certain  that  a 
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Allowance  to  be  made 
for  fallows. 


million  acres  had  been  brought  under  the  plough  within  the  three  or 
four  years  preceding  the  Settlement  measurements  and  that  9,87,000 
acres  had  really  been  cultivated  within  the  two  or  three  years,  and  if 
so,  it  was  only  fair  that  the  whole  of  this  area  should  be  recorded  in 
the  Settlement  Records  as  under  cultivation,  and  made  the  basis 
of  the  assessment  calculations. 

41.  But  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Settlement  Officer  to  remem- 
ber that  his  total  cultivated  area  represented 
more  than  the  average  area  cultivated  in  one 
year  and  to  allow  for  this  in  his  calculations. 
This  might  be  done  in  two  ways.  He  might  either  in  every 
assessment  circle  and  in  every  village  deduct  so  much  from  the 
cultivated  area  recorded  as  would  leave  the  total  about  9,35,000 
acres,  the  average  cultivation  of  the  eight  years  previous  to  1877 
(after  allowing  for  dofasli),  but  this  would  be  very  difficult  to  do 
fairly.  He  might,  on  the  other  hand,  keep  to  the  total  area  recorded 
as  the  basis  of  his  calculations,  but  reduce  his  rates,  and  especially 
that  on  the  worst  soil  which  is  most  apt  to  fall  out  of  cultivation,  so 
low  as  to  make  allowance  for  the  area  left  fallow  on  an  average  of 
years.  This  latter  course  is  the  one  adopted  by  Mr.  Channing,  who 
seems  to  have  thought  it  necessary  that  he  should  so  state  his  rates 
that  the  assessment  on  any  given  plot  or  holding  might,  if  desired, 
be  calculated  out  exactly.  It  is  also  the  course  which  commends 
itself  to  the  people,  for  I  have  in  many  villages  found  that  when  I 
suggested  to  the  villagers  that  they  should  so  redistribute  their  jama 
as  to  leave  free  of  assessment  the  land  which,  though  entered  as 
cultivated  at  Settlement,  has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  some  years, 
they  almost  in  every  case  said  it  was  only  fair,  as  between  themselves, 
that  such  land  should  be  assessed  as  cultivated,  for  it  had  been 
cultivated  before  and  would  probably  be  cultivated  again ;  and  indeed 
it  is  often  a  mere  chance  which  field  is  left  uncultivated  and  which 
sown  for  the  harvest,  and  it  would  obviously  be  unfair  in  such  a  case 
to  assess  the  two  fields  differently.  The  doubt  then  is,  whether  Mr. 
Channing  kept  down  his  rates  sufficiently  to  allow  for  the  area  which, 
on  the  average,  remained  uncultivated.  The  consideration  would 
hardly  affect  the  rates  on  the  better  classes  of  soil,  for  they  are  seldom 
allowed  to  fall  out  of  cultivation  ;  it  is  the  inferior  sandy  ^oiX{bhir)  that 
is  first  abandoned,  and  even  this  year,  when  such  a  large  area  is  out  of 
cultivation,  it  is  almost  all  bhiiTy  and  the  proportion  of  the  better  soils 
lying  uncultivated  is  comparatively  insignificant  The  areas  of  unirri- 
yated  Mg{r  returned  for  each  tahsfl  are  approximately  as  follows : — 
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The  fact  that  a  fourth  of  the  whole  cultivated  area  of  the  district 
is  unirrigated  sandy  soil  (bhur)  shows  how  important  this  question  is, 
and  especially  in  tahsils  Gurgaon  and  Rewari,  where  34  and  45  per 
cent  of  the  area  respectively  are  unirrigated  bMr. 


42.  In  five  of  the  eight  chaks  into  which  the  Rew&ri  tahsil  was 
divided,  the  sanctioned  rate  on  unirrigated  bhiir 
^Jhe  rates  on  unirrigated  ^^  1 2  annas  per  acre ;  in  oneit  was  io>i  annas 
and  in  the  other  two  10  annas  per  acre  ;  and 
as  these  rates  with  those  sanctioned  for  the  other  soils  gave  an  increase 
of  only  2  per  cent  on  the  former  assessment  of  the  tahsil  which  had 
been  realized  for  the  previous  ten  years  with  almost  no  coercive  pro- 
cess or  balance,  there  was  strong  ground  for  holding  that  these  rates 
\^rere  not  too  high.  Of  the  eleven  assessment  circles  of  tahsil  Gur- 
g&on,  in  one  exceptionally  favoured  circle  the  rate  on  unirrigated 
%hur  was  12  annas,  in  two  others  also  favourably  situated  it  was  11 
Itnnas,  in  five  it  was  10  annas,  and  in  three  it  was  9  annas.  These 
rates  do  not  seem  high  compared  with  those  for  tahsil  Rewiri  where 
the  soils  are  hardly,  if  at  all,  superior  in  quality.  In  tahsfl  Niih  the 
sanctioned  rate  for  one  circle  was  9  annas,  and  for  the  other  two  io>4 
annas.  In  tahsil  Firozpur  the  rate  on  unirrigated  Miir  in  Chaks 
l^andoha  and  Mandikheri  is  Rs.  1-2,  but  there  it  is  a  fertile  lowlying 
moist  soil  in  the  Landoha  valley  often  producing  wheat,  and  the 
rates  sanctioned  left  the  assessment  as  before  for  the  two  circles  taken 
together.  In  Chak  Bhuder  the  rate  was  14  annas,  which  is  certainly 
9,  high  rate  to  apply  to  such  a  large  area  of  bhir  (59  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cultivated  area)  although  some  of  the  bhiir  of  this  circle  is 
lowlying  moist  soil  similar  to  that  of  Chak  Mandikheri,  and  the 
rates  sanctioned  for  the  Bhuder  circle  as  a  whole  gave  an  increase  of 
only  1 2  per  cent.  In  Chaks  Punahana  of  Firozpur  and  Bangar  of 
Palwal  the  rate  of  14  annas  on  bhir  seems  decidedly  high,  but  the 
areas  of  unirrigated  bhir  in  these  chaks  are  only  6  and  S  per  cent. 
re3pectively  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  and  the  rents  show  con- 
clusively that  the  assessments  of  these  chaks  taken  as  a  whole  are 
light.  In  Chak  Dahri  of  Palwal  the  rate  is  13  annas,  but  in  this  Chak 
the  total  assessment  was  reduced.  In  Chak  Bhuder  of  Palwal  the 
assessment  was  enhanced  18  per  cent,  and  the  rate  of  12  annas  seems 
high  to  be  applied  to  so  much  unirrigated  bhir  (42  percent,  of  the  totnl 
cultivated  area  .  On  the  whole  then,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a 
comparison  of  the  rates  in  circles  where  they  did  not  give  a  serious 
increase  of  assessment  with  those  in  which  they  did,  it  would  seem 
that  the  rate  on  irrigated  bhir  was  decidedly  severe  in  Chaks 
Bhuder  of  Palwal  and  Firozpur,  but  perhaps  not  too  high  in  the 
other  circles. 


The  rates  on   unirrigated  bkir  sanctioned  for  this  Settlement 
compare  as  follows    with  those   used    in    the  previous  Settlement 
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proportionately 
wards  granted 


reduced  where  reduction  of  aSis^ssftient  was    after- 


Rate  per  acre  on 

Assessment  Circle. 

Pargana. 

unirrigated 
bhur    of  pre- 
vious    Settle- 

Rate per  acre   oU 
nnirrigated  bhuT 
of    this    Settle- 

ment, 1838-42. 

ment,  1877. 

Rs.     As. 

Rs.     As. 

PalwAl                      ...  1 
Hodal 

I        I 

1        2 

Palwal  Bangar               ... 
C      „      Dahri 
I      „       Bhuder 

0         14 
0         13 
0           13 

PunihdnA 

0      14 

Pun4h4na  and  Bhuder  ... 

0        14 

Fd'ozpur 

(  Landoha  and  Mandfkheri 
1  Ffrozpur  Bhuder 

I             2 

0      15 

0       14 

Ndh 

1          2 

Ndh  Dahar 

0        loX 

Hatin 

0        14 

Ntih  Bdnga^ 

0        io}i 

Sohna 

0        13 

Sohna 

0           II 

Jh^sa 

0        II 

/Gurgdon 
\Sihi 

0          II 

0       10 

Bahora 

0      14 

Bahora 

0       10 

Rewiri 

0        14 

Rewdrt 

0           12  to  16 

It  seems  then  that  the  rate  on  dMr  of  the  present  Settlement  is 
almost  everywhere  considerably  below  that  of  the  previous  Settle- 
ment, but  when  it  is  considered  that  much  of  the  40  per  cent,  increase 
in  cultivation  has  been  in  the  most  inferior  soils,  that  these  are  most  apt 
to  fall  out  of  cultivation,  and  that  their  average  quality  must  be  con- 
siderably below  that  of  the  dMr  of  last  Settlement,  it  may  perhaps 
be  said  that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  on  6/tdr  was  not  sufficient  as 
compared  with  the  rates  on  the  better  soils. 

In  comparing  the  Gurgaon  rates  on  iMr  with  those  in  other 
districts,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that,  while  in  Rohtak  and 
Delhi  all  loam  was  classed  as  rausli,  in  Gurg4on  it  was  separated  into 
two  classes,  narmot  (clay  loam)  and  mngda  (sandy  loam),  and  it  is 
possible  that  some  of  the  better  sandy  soil  which  in  those  two  districts 
would  have  been  classed  as  bhiv  has  here  been  classed  as  magda. 
From  my  knowledge  of  the  three  districts  however,  I  think  I  may 
say  that  almost  all  the  Gurgion  magda  would  have  been  classed  as 
rausli  in  Delhi  and  Rohtak  (^.;f.,  the  magda  of  Chak  Gurgaon  is  the 
same  soil  as  the  rausli  di  the  Delhi  Zerkohi  Chak)  *  and  the  fact  that 
only  8  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  Delhi  district 
and  12  per  cent  of  that  of  Rohtak  have  been  classed  as  bhiir^ 
while  30  per  cent  of  the  Gurgaon  soils  have  been  so  classed, 
tends  to  corroborate  the  impression  that  the  Gurgaon  bhir  is 
probably  not  inferior  on  the  whole  to  that  of  Delhi  and 
Rohtak.  Of  the  13  assessment  circles  into  which  the  Delhi  district 
was  divided,  in  two  the  rate  on  unirrigated  bhur  was  Re.  i^in  two  it 
was  14  annas^  in  seven  12  annas,  and  in  two  lo  annas.  In  the 
Rohtak  district  (Settlement  Report,  page  124)  the  W/ir  in  Jhajjar 
tahsfl  includes  much  fair  soil,  while  in  the  northern  tahsfls  only  the 
very  poorest  has  been  so  classified ;  it  therefore  bears  a  higher  rate 
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of  12  to  II  annas  per  acre  in  Jhajjar,  and  a  lower  one  of  lo  annas 
to  8  annas  6  pie  in  the  north.  In  Mathra  district  the  soil  classed 
in  the  Kosi  Chak  Bangar  as  **  Dry  outlying  BMr,  including  bad  loam 
and  raviny  soil,"  was  assessed  at  an  average  of  Re.  i-6  per  acre,  and 
even  the  small  area  classed  as  "  bad"  of  this  description  was  assessed 
at  10  annas  per  acre.  There  is  nothing  then  in  the  comparison  of  the 
Gurgaon  rates  on  unirrigated  dMr  with  those  of  neighbouring  districts 
to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Gurgfton  rates  are  much  too  high. 

My  own  impression,  however,  from  the  large  area  of  iAur  which 
has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  years,  from  the  poor  produce  ,of  the 
6Aiir  still  under  cultivation,  and  from  the  low  rates  of  rent  ordinarily 
paid  for  such  soil,  is  that,  as  compared  with  the  .  rates  on  the  other 
soils,  the  rate  on  unirrigated  dMr  is  in  most  circles  too  high,  and  that 
even  where  the  total  assessment  is  fair,  the  rates  should  be  re-ad- 
justed by  lowering  that  on  dAtir  and  raising  those  on  the  better  soils, 
{itarmot  and  magda).  It  is  true  that  the  difference  is  already  great ; 
the  rate  on  unirrigated  rarmot  being  generally  about  double  that  on 
bhir  :  but  besides  its  great  inferiority  when  cultivated,  bhir  so  often 
goes  out  of  cultivation  while  narmot  very  seldom  does,  that  a  still 
greater  difference  would  be  justified.  And  notwithstanding  the  evi- 
dence given  by  a  comparison  with  former  assessments,  and  with  the 
areas  and  rates  of  neighbouring  districts,  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  in  a  considerable  number  of  villages,  and  especially  in  those 
Chaks  in  which  the  proportion  of  unirrigated  bhir  is  largest,  sufficient 
allowance  was  not  made  in  fixing  the  bhir  rate  for  the  large  area 
apt  to  fall  out  of  cultivation  ;  and  that  this  error  resulted  in  some  cases 
in  an  assessment  above  the  average  half-net- assets. 

43.  The  area  assessed  by  Mr.  Channing  as  irrigable  from  wells 
was,  as  given  in  Statement  E,  1,06451  acres, 
or  II  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of 
the  district ;  as  given  in  the  village  note- 
books, it  was  1,05,849  acres.  The  area  actually  irrigated  at  Settle- 
ment was  only  74,585  acres,  last  year  it  was  75,192,  and  this  year 
73,691  acres,  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Estimate  of  area  irrigable 
from  wells. 


S 

Id 

C  !3 

Area  actually  irri- 
gated 

*§ 

h 

^>* 

5^-8 

Tahsfl. 

S3 

0 «; 

fl 
H 

At  Settlement 

about 

1873.76 

1 

fn 

5 

Percentage  of 
actually  irriga 

Palwal 

2o,838 

10 

12.621 

9.445 

8.658 
5.489 

10,241 

49 

Ffrozpur 

12.424 

8 

5.378 

6.3'5 
5.815 

5.727 

♦s 

KAh 

10.823 

5 

4.456 

5.187 

5.153 

48 

Gurgaon 

19.644 

II 

'5.638 

16,049 

16.251 

15.979 
37.389 

81 

HewdH 

42.070 

19 

36,492 

37.568 

38,106 

89 

Total    ... 

1.05,849 

II 

74,585 

75.19a 

73.691 

74,489 
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The  years  of  the  Settlement  measurements  were  as  a  rule  years 
of  good  rainfall,  and  no  doubt  partly  for  that  reason,  partly  perhaps  in 
order  to  deceive  the  Settlement  Officer  as  to  the  resources  of  the  vil- 
lage, the  area  irrigated  in  those  years  was  less  than  the  average  which 
would  ordinarily  have  been  irrigated  with  the  means  then  at  the  dispos- 
al of  the  peasants  ;  and,  again,  there  is  no  doubt  that  had  not  the  loss 
of  cattle  been  so  great  in  1877-78,  the  areas  irrigated  in  the  last  two 
years  would  have  been  much  larger.  In  the  Palwal  tahsfl  too,  canal 
irrigation  has  largely  supplanted  irrigation  from  wells.  But  still  it 
is  evident  that  the  area  assessed  as  irrigable  from  wells  is  much 
above  the  area  actually  irrigated  on  an  average  of  years.  Mr.  Chan- 
ning  of  course  knew  that  it  was  (see  §  106),  and  he  constantly 
had  this  fact  before  him  in  framing  his  circle  assessment  rates  (see 
for  example  §§  238  and  239.)  A  different  rule  seems  to  have  been 
followed  in  the  Delhi  and  Rohtak  districts,  where,  I  understand,  only 
land  found  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of  measurement  was  entered 
as  Chihi,  and  assessed  at  irrigated  rates.  In  the  Mathra  district  on. 
the  other  hand  the  rule  followed  was  the  same  as  in  Gurgaon,  as 
appears  from  the  following  quotation  (Mathra  Settlement  Report, 
p.  95).  "the  area  recorded  as  irrigated  from  wells  is  not  that  actually 
irrigated  in  any  single  year,  but  is  the  area  of  land  commanded  by 
wells,  and  which  is  irrigated  when  sown  to  a  crop  requiring  water 
to  bring  it  to  maturity.  This  is,  of  course,  the  only  method  of  proce- 
dure if  any  thing  like  exactness  and  completeness  is  required,  as  it  is 
a  matter  of  accident  which  fields  are  actually  irrigated  in  any  year. 
At  the  same  time  it  involves  considerable  enquiry."  In  fact,  while 
the  Settlement  Officers  of  Delhi  and  Rohtak  calculated  their  well 
assessments  as  assessments  on  the  area  found  by  them  to  be  actually 
irrigated,  the  Settlement  Officers  of  Gurgaon  and  Mathra  calculated 
theirs  as  assessments  on  the  area  which  could  be  irrigated  in  one  year 
were  all  the  workable  wells  fully  used,  in  other  words  on  the  area 
protected  by  the  wells.  The  latter  principle  seems  to  me  the  fair- 
est. No  doubt  if  it  were  possible  to  ascertain  the  average  area 
actually  irrigated  by  each  well  in  a  period  of  sny  ten  years,  this 
would  be  the  best  basis  for  assessment :  but  this  is  rarely  possible, 
and  the  area  irrigated  from  each  well  in  each  village  varies  so  much 
from  year  to  year  (as  a  glance  at  the  village  statements  will  show) 
that  it  must  be  very  unsatisfactory  to  take  as  a  basis  for  the  well- 
assessment  the  area  that  happens  to  be  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
Settlement  measurements,  which  must  be  exceptional  in  many  vil- 
lages and  for  many  holdings.  Take,  for  instance,  the  last  two  years  in 
Chaks  Punfihana  and  Bhuder  of  tahsfl  Ffrozpur.  In  1881-82  the 
areas  irrigated  from  wells  in  those  two  chaks  were  1,856  and  2,563 
acres  respectively  and  in  the  following  year  1,788  and  2.088.  If  you 
assess  on  the  actual  irrigation  of  the  year,  it  makes  little  difference  in 
Chak  Pun4hdna  which  year  you  take,  while  in  Chak  Bhuder  it 
would  make  a  great  difference.  Or  again,  suppose  you  have  two  villages 
exactly  siniilar  with  the  same  numh«r  of  wells — in  the  year  of  measure- 
ments one  village  gets  favourable  rain  and   has  no  need  to  use  its 
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>vells,  so  that  none  of  its  lands  are  recorded  as  irrigated  ;  the  other 
gets  only  a  scanty  rainfall  and  has  to  use  its  wells  to  the  full,  so  that 
the  full  area  irrigable  is  entered  as  irrigated.  If  you  assess  on  the 
basis  of  the  year's  measurements,  you  are  obviously  unfair  to  the 
latter  village.  The  only  fair  and  complete  system  seems  to  be  to 
record  and  assess  as  protected  by  irrigation  all  land  which  can  be 
irrigated  in  one  year  from  all  wells  in  a  fit  state  to  work,  as  was  done 
in  Gurgaon  and  Mathra  ;  but  in  that  case  it  is  obviously  necessary, 
as  in  the  similar  case  of  assessing  the  whole  cultivated  area  already 
discussed,  to  pitch  the  rates  for  well-irrigation  low  enough  to  allow  for 
the  non-use  of  the  wells  and  for  the  fact  that  every  year  for  various 
reasons  many  wells  are  not  worked  to  the  full  extent  possible,  and 
of  course  Chahi  rates  calculated  on  this  system  ought  to  be  much  lower 
than  those  calculated  on  the  area  actually  irrigated  in  one  year  or  on 
an  average  of  years.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  half-net-assets  of  lOO 
acres  of  unirrigated  land  to  be  Re.  i-8  per  acre  and  of  the  same  land 
when  irrigated  to  be  Rs.  3-8  per  acre,  a  difference  of  Rs.  2 ;  and 
suppose  that  this  100  acres  is  capable  of  irrigation  from  ten  wells  in  one 
year  but  in  fact  on  the  average  only  80  acres  of  it  are  actually  irri- 
gated. I  would  then  record  all  the  100  acres  as  "protected  by 
irrigation,"  but  assess  on  it  not  Rs.  350  at  Rs.  3-8  per  acre,  but  loa 
acres  x  1-8  =  Rs.  150  +  80  acres  x  2  =  Rs.  i6o,  total  Rs.  310, 
and  take  my  Ch&hi  rate  at  Rs.  3  per  acre.  Mr.  Channing  does  not 
§eem  to  have  made  this  allowance.  To  judge  from  §  14S,  so  far  as  his 
Chahi  rates  were  calculated  from  his  estimates  of  produce,  they  were 
rates  for  the  land  actually  irrigated,  as  he  seems  to  have  taken  one- 
sixth  of  the  produce  of  land  when  actually  irrigated  from  a  well  as 
the  basis  of  his  Chahi  rate.  It  would  of  course  lead  to  over-assessment 
to  apply  a  rate  so  calculated  to  more  than  the  average  area  irrigated. 
However,  in  framing  his  Chahi  rates  he  seems  to  have  been  led 
chiefly  by  a  comparison  with  the  rates  of  the  previous  Settlement,  and 
by  a  comparison  of  the  existing  assessment  with  that  resulting  from  the 
rates  assumed,  and  it  must  be  remembered  too  that  he  had  assumed 
low  estimates  of  average  outturn  and  of  average  price,  so  that  the 
resulting  one-sixth  produce  rate  was  perhaps  low  enough  to  charge 
over  the  larger  "  irrigable"  area. 

44.    The  ChAhi  rates  vary  from  circle  to  circle  with  the  depth  to 
_.  ,    ,    .  .     water,  the  nature  of  the  spring,  the  quality  of 

gabU  frSSi^wclls.  *""    wa^^^  a^d  ^^^^^  considerations,  including  to 

some  extent  that  of  the  frequency  or  otherwise 
with  which  the  wells  are  used,  although  perhaps  the  latter  point  was  not 
sufficiently  taken  into  account  The  highest  rate  is  Rs.  3-8  in  Chaks 
Landoha  and  Mandfkherd  of  Ffrozpur,  where  owing  to  the  Landoha 
floods,  well  irrigation  is  exceptionally  easy,  and  the  sanctioned  rates 
on  the  two  circles  taken  together  left  their  total  jama  the  same  as 
before.  It  was  Rs.  3  in  Chak  Bhuder  of  Ffrozpur  where  many  of  the 
villages  have  a  portion  of  their  lands  in  the  Landoha  valley,  and  where 
the  sanctioned  rates  give  an  increase  of  only  12  percent.;  in  Chak 
Bahoxi  where  the  villages  near  the  Indori  and  in  its  bed  have  water* 
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very  near  the  surface  ;  in  Chak  Najafgarh  Jhfl  where  the  rates  on  the 
whole  give  a  decrease  of  assessment ;  in  Chak  Sahibi  of  Rewkrl  where 
the  water  is  sweet  and  near,  and  the  increase  given  by  the  rates  is 
only  3  per  cent. ;  in  Chak  Kasaoti  where  the  rates  give  a  decrease ; 
and  in  Chak  Shahjahanpur  where  they  leave  the  jama  the  same  as 
before.  It  is  Rs.  2-14  in  Chak  Gurgaon,  which  has  suffered  less  than 
most  parts  of  the  district,  and  where  the  rates  give  an  increase  of  only 
2  per  cent.  It  is  Rs.  2-12  in  Chak  Bangar  of  Palwal,  where  the 
rents  show  conclusively  that  the  new  assessment  is  well  below  half- 
net  assets ;  in  Chak  Dahri  of  Palwal  where  the  rates  give  a  decrease ; 
in  Chak  Sailani  where  the  increase  by  the  rates  is  only  8  per  cent. ; 
in  Chak  Sohna  where  water  is  near  and  sweet ;  in  Chak  Farrukhnagar 
where  the  increase  by  rates  is  only  i  per  cent  ;  and  in  Chak  adjoining 
Dahar  where  the  rates  give  a  decrease  of  assessment  In  the  other 
circles  the  rate  was  Rs.  2-10  in  two,  Rs.  2-8  in  nine,  Rs.  2-6  in  one, 
and  Rs.  2-4  in  three.  So  that  generally  speaking,  wherever  the  rate 
is  high,  it  is  more  or  less  justified  by  the  former  assessment,  by 
the  exceptional  advantages  of  the  circle,  by  the  prevalent  rents  or 
by  some  other  consideration. 

The  revenue-rates  on  land  irrigated  from  wells  sanctioned  at 
this  Settlement  compare  as  follows  with  those  employed  at  the 
previous  Settlement  (per  acre),  reduced  in  proportion  where  the 
assessment  was  afterwards  reduced. 


Ratks  on  Chahi  op  last 

Rates  on  Chahi  of  this  Settle. 

Sbttlkmbnt,  1838-42. 

MENT,  1877. 

Paioana. 

Rate  per  acre. 

Assessment  Circle. 

Rate  per  acre. 

Rs.    As. 

f 

Bangar    and    Dahri 

Rs.As. 

Palwal 

•1 

3        8 

J 

Pawal 

2  13 

Hodal 

i 

Khadarand  Bhuder 

I 

Palwal                   •.. 

2     8 

Punih^na          ••. 

2        7 

r 

Pun&hfcna 

Landoha  and   Man- 

2     8 

Ffrozpur 

2      14 

dikhera 

3    8 

Nuh 

3        8 

Dahar  Nuh            ••• 

2    8 

Hatin 

{ 

3        0 
2      12 

'. 

Bangar  Niih 

2  ra 

Sohn4 

3        8 

. Sohna 

2  12 

Jharsi 
Bahor& 

4        2 

Gurgaon                 ••• 

2  14 

4        0 

Bahora                    .. 

3    0 

Rewdrf 

4        0  and  3    3 

Rewari  circles 

3    0  to  2  4 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  everywhere  except  in  Punahana  and  in 
the  Firozpur  valley  (whose  assessment  has  been  left  the  same  as 
before)  the  rate  on  land  irrigable  by  wells  used  in  this  Settlement  is 
much  below  the  rate  used  in  the  previous  Settlement. 

In  the  adjoining  Kosi  tahsil  of  the  Mathra  district,  the  rates  on 
Chahi  land  (t\e.,  on  the  area  irrigable  in  one  year,  as  in   Gurgdon) 
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varied  from  Rs.  4-8  to  Re.  i-io  and  averaged  Rs.  2-10  per  acre, 
which  may  be  compared  with  the  Rs.  2-12  rate  of  the  similar  Bangar 
Chakof  Palwal,  and  the  Rs.  2-8  rate  of  the  similar  and  adjoining  Puna- 
h&naChakofFirozpur.  In  the  Delhi  district  the  rates  sanctioned  for 
Chahi  were  Rs.  4  in  one  circle  ;  Rs.  3-8  in  other ;  and  Rs.  3-4  in  a  third ; 
Rs.  3  in  four  circles;  Rs.  2-15  in  another;  Rs.  2-12  in  four  circles ; 
Rs.  2-8  in  one  and  Rs.  2-4  in  one.  The  Gurgaon  rate  of  Rs.  2-12  in  the 
Palwal  B&ngar  and  Dahri  may  be  compared  with  that  of  Rs.  3  in  the 
Ballabgarh  Bingarand  Dahri ;  the  Chak  Gurgaon  Rs.  2-14  with  the 
Rs.  2-12  of  the  Delhi  Zerkohi,  and  the  Rs.  3  of  the  Gurgaon  Chak 
Dahri  with  the  Rs.  3  of  the  Delhi  Chak  Dahri.  The  Gurgaon  rates 
then  are  much  the  same  as  those  of  the  neighbouring  circles  in  the  Delhi 
district,  but  as  already  stated  the  Delhi  rates  are  on  the  area  actually 
irrigated,  while  the  Gurga6n  rates  are  on  the  area  irrigable,  of  which 
only  81  per  cent  have  been  actually  irrigated  on  the  average  in  tahsfl 
Gurga6n,  and  only  49  per  cent  in  t^sil  Palwal,  so  that  really  the 
assessment  on  wells  in  Gurgaon  is  a '  good  deal  higher  than  in  Delhi. 
Again,  in  the  Rohtak  district  (Settlement  Report,  §  lOi)  "  the  highest 
well-rate  per  acre  was  proposed  in  the  flood  circles,  where  nearly  all 
the  wells  are  sweet  and  the  depth  to  the  water  is  least ;  in  Jhajjar 
where  the  floods  are  more  certain,  it  was  fixed  at  Rs.  3  per  acre,  and 
in  Sampla  at  Rs.  2-12  ;  the  last  rate  was  also  adopted  in  the  Jhajjar 
central  well  circle,  and  the  canal  circle  in  Sampla  ;  the  two  bhir  circles 
of  Jhajjar  had  rates  of  Rs.  2-4  and  Rs.  2,  and  in  the  other  tahsfls  (where 
the  well  area  is  very  limited)  the  rate  varied  from  Rs.  2-8  to  Rs.  2. 
The  rate  of  Rs.  3  in  the  Jhajjar  Chak  Dahri  may  be  compared  with  the 
rates  of  Rs.  2-12  and  2-4  in  the  adjoining  Chaks  Farrukhnagar  and 
S4hibi  of  Gurgaon,  and  Rs.  3  in  Chak  S4hibi  of  Rewari ;  and  the  rate 
of  Ks.  2-4  in  the  Chak  Bhur  Chah4t  Pukhta  of  Jhajjar  with  the  rates 
of  Rs.  2-4,  2-8  and  3  of  the  adjoining  Chaks  PAlh&was,  Mundhi  and 
Kasaoti  of  Rewiri.  But  here  too  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Rohtak 
rate  is  on  the  actually  irrigated,  while  the  Gurgaon  rate  is  on  the  irrigable 
area ;  in  tahsil  Rewarf  however  89  per  cent  of  the  irrigable  area  is 
actually  irrigated  on  the  average,  and  in  the  Gurgaon  tahsil  81  per  cent, 
so  that  the  difference  is  not  so  great  as  it  is  on  the  Delhi  border. 

The  number  of  wells  at  Settlement  as  given  in  Statement  A  and 
the  village  note-books,  and  the  number  actually  used  this  year 
(1 882- 1 883)  are  as  follows  : — 


No    0»  WILLS  AT 

Sbttlkmbvt. 

No  oflaos 
fit  to  use  at 

Average  area 
irrigable 
(in  acres) 

Actually  IB  use  thb  year 

Average 
area  actually 

Settlement 

as  estimated 
at 

ungated 

this  year. 

Fit  to  use. 

Wells. 

Laos. 

TaHSIIi. 

Out 

of 
use. 

986 

74  » 

»,o83 

748 

i 

I 

to 

i 

d 

1 

88s 

349 

i 

•35 

I 

J 
I 

Palwal 

x,3aS 

7 

X»994 

i 

Firuzpur 

4^ 

1,146 

339 

>.77a 

-36 

8 

6 

613 

X04 

58 

X04 

6 

N6h 

x2i 

x.i3« 

919 

»i7<H 

T, 

8 

« 

60a 

101 

101 

« 

Gurgaon 

350 

1601 

81 

a,xo9 

xs 

9 

;;JS 

69 

:;2; 

69 

It 

9 

Rewari 

«54 

1,983 

993 

3.033 

1,087 

X4 

to 

x,07S 

f.054 

13 

10 

TOTAC 

«,"7 

7»i86 

».37« 

10,694 

»,346 

XI 

8 

S.358 

1.584 

7.3a« 

x.55« 

ti 

• 
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Take  first  the  kachcka  wells.  At  Settlement  2,376  kachcha  wells 
with  2,346  Idos^^x^  returned  as  fit  for  use,  and  this  year  only  1,584 
such  wells  with  1,556  Idoswere  actually  used.  The  decrease  in  tahsil 
Palwal  from  742  to  242  is  due  to  the  introduction  of  canal  irrigation, 
which  caused  the  kachcha  wells, to  fall  in,  and  to  a  large  extent  sup* 
planted  irrigation  from  them.  In  Firozpur  the  decrease  from  339  to 
104  is  due  partly  to  the  favourable  floods  this  year  and  partly  to  the 
loss  of  cattle.  In  Niih  and  Gurgaon  the  number  of  kachcha  wells  is 
comparatively  unimportant,  except  in  Chak  Taoru  where  101  were  at 
work  this  year  against  130  fit  for  use  at  Settlement.  In  Rewari,  where 
kachcha  wells  are  most  numerous  and  most  important,  there  were 
actually  1,075  ^^  work  this  year  against  995  returned  as  fit  for  use  at 
Settlement  Again,  at  Settlement  i^wj  pakka  wells  were  returned 
as  out  of  use,  and  7,186  pakka  wells  with  10,694  ^<^^  ^  ^^  ^or  use  ; 
this  year  only  5,358 /a>&>&a  wells  with  7,328  laos  were  actually  in  use. 
The  wells  out  of  use  are  chiefly  in  Palwal,  Ndh  and  Firozpur,  where  of 
3,602  pakka  wells  only  2,100  were  in  use  this  year  ;  while  in  Gurgion 
and  Rewari  tahsils  of  3,584 /ci^^a  wells,  3,258  were  actually  in  use 
this  year.  According  to  the  Settlement  estimate  the  average  number 
of  Idos  useable  per  hundred  pakka  wells  was  149,  and  the  number 
actually  used  this  year  was  137.  The  average  area  irrigable  per  well 
and  per  ido  estimated  at  Settlement  was  exactly  the  same  as  that 
actually  irrigated  this  year,  namely  11  acres  per  well  or  8  acres 
per  lao. 

The  area  irrigated  per  well  in  the  tahsfls  of  Mathra  west  of  the 
Jamna,  is  given  as  94  acres  ;  in  the  Dehli  district  (Settlement  Report, 
§  66)  Ae  average  area  irrigated  is  9  acres  per  well,  but  the  Settlement 
Officer  (§  62)  estimates  the  area  protected  by  a  /ai?  as  11  acres  ;  in  the 
Rohtak  district  (Settlement  Report,  §  75)  "  the  irrigated  area  per  well 
throughout  the  district  is  10  acres,  and  in  the  Jhajjar  tahsfl  12  :  about 
two.  acres  more  of  irrigable  land  are  attached  to  each  well ;  the  area 
irrigated  by  each  Ido  is  about  8  acres."  Thus  the  area  "  irrigable"  or 
"  protected"  per  well  and  per  Ido  was  not  over-estimated  in  Gurg4on, 
and  if  allowance  be  made  for  the  1,828  pakka  wells  not  used  this 
year,  most  of  which  are  still  fit  for  use,  and  for  the  facility  with 
which  kachcha  wells  can  be  made  in  some  parts  of  the  district, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  area  returned  at  Settlement  as  "  irrigable" 
or  protected  by  wells  was  not  excessive.  But  the  above  com- 
parison with  the  figures  of  the  neighbouring  districts  seems  to 
show  that  the  Gurgaon  rates  would  have  been  fair  rates  to  charge 
on  the  area  actually  irrigated  on  the  average,  but  are  too  high  to  be 
charged  on  the  whole  irrigable  area ;  they  should  have  been  reduced 
to  allow  for  the  large  area  which,  though  protected  by  wells,  is  not 
ordinarily  irrigated.  The  table  given  in  §  14  of  the  Settlement 
Report  will  show  in  which  assessment  circles  the  question  is  most 
important.  The  amount  of  land-revenue  due  to  well  irrigation  there 
given  has  been  calculated  by  taking  the  difference  of  the  Ch^i  and 
Bar&ni  rates  on  the  irrigable  area,  and  may  be  taken  to  be  the  amount 
by  which  the  assessment  would  have  been  reduced  had  the  wells  not 
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been  there.  The  T)ercentage  of  the  total  assessment  due  to  well  irri- 
gation is  largest  in  Rewiri  and  in  some  of  the  Gurgion  circles ;  by 
tahslls  it  is  as  follows : — 


Tahsil. 

Total  assflssment. 

Amount  due  to  well 
irrigation 

Pvroentag*. 

Patwal 

Firozpur 

Niih 

fJurglon 

Kewiri 

2,85,482 

2,38,563 
2.59»8o9 

2,17.432 
2.76.827 

30.562 
19.603 
16,632 

36,074 
62,044 

If 

8 
6 

17 
22 

Total 

12,78,113 

1.64,915 

«3 

The  question  is  thus  most  important  in  the  Rewari  tahsil  where 
22  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  is  directly  due  to  the  wells  ;  and  as 
already  seen,  in  that  tahsil  89  per  cent,  of  the  area  assessed  as  irri- 
gable has  been  actually  irrigated  on  the  average,  and  the  increase  of 
assessment  was  only  2  per  cent,  on  the  whole.  It  is  next  important 
in  tahsil  Gurg4on  where  81  percent,  of  the  area  assessed  has  been 
actually  irrigated,  and  there  the  increase  of  jama  was  only  1 1  per 
cent,  on  the  whole.  In  Palv\al  the  canal  has  supplanted  the  wells  to 
a  great  extent,  and  in  Nuh  and  Firozpur  where  only  48  and  46  per 
cent,  of  the  area  assessed  as  irrigable  has  actually  been  irrigated  on 
the  average,  the  point  is  comparatively  of  little  importance,  for  only 
6  and  8  per  cent,  respectively  of  the  assessment  of  those  tahsils  is 
charged  on  the  wells.  The  fact  is  that  the  soils  of  the  Gurgaon 
and  Rew&rl  tahsils  are,  as  a  rule,  too  sandy  to  produce  a  rabi  crop 
without  irrigation,  and  the  wells  are  therefore  regularly  worked,  while 
in  the  other  three  tahsils  the  soils  are  generally  stronger  and  in  sea- 
sons of  good  rainfall  produce  fair  rabi  crops  without  irrigation,  so 
that  many  of  the  wells  are  used  only  in  droughts,  and  are  more  a 
protection  against  drought  than  a  means  of  ordinary  production. 
That  they  add  greatly  to  the  certainty  of  the  crop,  and  therefore  to 
the  assessable  value  of  the  land,  is  shown  by  the  readiness  the  people 
show,  even  in  those  parts  of  the  district,  to  sink  large  sums  in  making 
new  wells,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  lands  so  protected  can  fair- 
ly pay  a  higher  assessment  than  unprotected  lands  ;  but  possibly  the 
difference  between  the  Chdhi  and  Bkrkni  rates  is  too  great,  at  all 
events  in  those  tracts  where  the  wells  are  ordinarily  not  used  to  the 
full  except  in  drought,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  those 
parts,  even  where  the  assessment  as  a  whole  is  fair,  the  difference 
between  the  rates  should  be  lessened  by  lowering  the  Chahi  rate,  and 
raising  that  on  ordinary  good  Barani  soils. 


45. 


In  the  present  Settlement  79,071  acres,  or  8  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  was  recorded  as  irrigated  by 
naturally    natural  floods,  and  as   enjoying  exceptional   ad- 
vantages of  moisture  was  generally  assessed  at  a 
higher  rate  than,  ordinary  unirrigated  soil  of  the  same  descriptioa  • 


The 
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The  latnd  so  recorded  is  situated  on  the  lower  course  of  the  rainj^ 

season  torrents,  such  as  the  Sahibi,  Indori^  B4dshdhpur  and  Landoha 
streams,  and  in  the  lowly ing  basins  such  as  the  Najafgarh  Jhfl  north 
of  Gurgaon  and  the  country  about  Nuh  lying  along  the  foot  of  the 
western  range  of  hills  which  separates  that  part  of  the  district  from 
Alwar  territory.  As  these  torrents  and  depressions  are  wholly  de- 
pendent on  the  variable  local  rainfall  for  their  floods,  the  area  flooded 
varies  greatly  each  year,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  average  area  flooded  in  a  series  of  years  ;  indeed,  it  is 
by  no  means  easy  to  say  with  confidence  what  should  be  considered 
the  limit  of  the  flooded  area  in  any  particular  year.  Mr.  Channing 
himself  inspected  the  dakri  lands  of  almost  every  village  and  satis- 
fied himself  that  the  area  so  recorded  was  approximately  correct. 
He  may  have  been  misled  by  the  excessive  floods  of  the  years  of  his 
inspection,  especially  those  of  1873  and  1875,  >"to  over-estimating 
the  dahrt  area,  and  it  is  certainly  the  case  that  the  land  then  record- 
ed as  dahri  has  not  been  flooded  on  an  average  of  the  years  since  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  the  recent  years  have  certainly  been  unusually 
dry,  and  it  is  possible  that  taking  wet  and  dry  years  together,  the 
average  area  flooded  is  really  quite  up  to  the  estimate  made.  The 
difference  made  in  the  revenue -rate  to  allow  for  the  exceptional  ad- 
vantages possessed  by  flooded  lands  was  generally  from  8  annas  to 
Re.  I  per  acre.  A  considerable  area  of  land  recorded  as  dahri  in  some 
circles  was  assessed  at  unirrigated  rates  to  allow  for  the  imposition 
of  an  irrigated  rate  by  the  Canal  Department  in  years  when  the 
land  was  actually  flooded  (See  §§  168,  216)  and  a  large  area  recorded 
as  dahrt  in  the  basins  of  the  Kotla  and  Najafgarh  jhils  has  been 
placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  The  following  statement  will 
show  what  proportion  of  the  fixed  assessment  of  each  circle  is  due 
to  the  estimate  of  fiood-irrigation,  the  difference  being  calculated 
on  the  difference  between  the  sanctioned  rates  for  dahri  and  for 
unirrigated  soils. 


Tahsiu 

Assessmeat  Circle. 
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Bdngar 

57 

57 

If 

Bhuder 

4 

4 

» 

Dahri 

1,683 

1,683 

1,683 

ta 

Ffrozpur 

Pundhina 
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Chiknot 

8,163 

7,028 

4,393 
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TaMii. 

Area  recorded  as 
doAri  (acres) 
(Statement  E.) 

Ax«a  under  fixed 

%cd  tit  dmkHntm 
(acres.) 

Anoant  of  Jama 
instod  oTMnU/. 

of  the 
total  assess- 
ment of  th« 

Ciide. 

Rs. 

Firozpur 

Landoha 

8,147 

8,147 

7.129 

14 

n 

Bhuder 

2,387 

2,387 

2,387 

n 

Transferred 

669 

509 

38a 

Ndh 

B^gar 

65 

65 

•••••• 

n 

Taom 

886 

886 

886 

T« 

Dahar 

30,261 

21,000 

15,750 

14 

Gurgion 

Bahor^ 

4,548 

4,548 

4,548 

20 

n 

Hill 

644 

549 

477 

It 

Dahar 

4,483 

4,240 

4,770 

28 

» 

Sohni 

1,096 

741 

555 

n 

S(hf 

25 

25 

•••••• 

M 

Saildnf 

3,607 

3,607 

3,607 

16 

n 

S4hibi 

2,876 

2,876 

1,438 

n 

Famikhnagar 

1,098 

1,094 

549 

•9 

Gurg&on 

988 

747 

560 

» 

Adjoiniug  Dahar 

844 

844 

844 

Rewiri 

Skhibi 

1,247 

1,199 

600 

ft 

Transferred 
•••••• 

1,179 

1,179 

884 

Totol 

79,071 

66,965 

52,772 

4 

Thus  only  66,965  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 
under  fixed  assessment  has  been  actually  assessed  at  dakri  rates,  the 
increase  of  assessment  on  this  account  being  Rs.  52,772,  or  4  per  cent 
of  the  total  assessment  of  the  district ;  so  that  even  if  all  the  doAri 
were  assessed  at  unirrigated  rates,  the  total  assessment  would  be  re- 
duced only  by  4  per  cent,  and  even  although  the  area  naturally  flood- 
ed on  the  average  has  been  much  over-estimated,  still  the  error  does 
not  appreciably  aflfect  the  assessment  of  the  district  as  a  whole.    The 
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question  is  most  important  in  those  circles  in  whiclTthe  percentage 
of  the  total  assessment  of  the  circle  due  to  the  estimate  of  dahri  is 
largest  Of  the  seven  circles  in  which  this  percentage  is  lo  per 
cent  or  more,  in  Chaks  Dahri  of  Falwal  and  DaJiar  of  Gurgaon  the 
assessment  was  reduced.  The  rate  of  Rs.  2-8  per  acre  sanctioned 
for  the  dakri  in  the  latter  circle  is  as  high  as  in  any  other  circle ;  the 
rate  of  Rs.  2-8  was  sanctioned  also  for  Chak  Landoha  of  Firozpur, 
which  enjoys  special  advantages  of  irrigation.  The  rate  of  Rs.  2-4 
was  sanctioned  for  the  Chaks  Dahri  of  Falwal  'and  adjoining  Dahar 
of  Gurg&on,  in  both  of  which  the  assessment  was  reduced,  also  in 
Chak  Sailani,  which  is  similar  to  the  Falwal  Chak  Dahri,  and  in  Chak 
Bhuder  of  Firozpur  the  flooded  lands  of  which  are  in  the  Landoha 
valley.  It  was  Rs.  2  in  Chak  Dahar  of  Ndh,  Rs.  1-14  in  Chak 
Bahora,  and  only  Rs.  i-io  in  Chak  Sahibi.  As  regards  the  villages 
of  the  Niih  Dahar  and  of  Chak  Sailani,  the  assessment  of  the  dahH 
lands  is  lightened  by  the  10  per  cent  rule  entitling  submerged  lands 
to  remission  (§  220). 

The  rates  sanctioned  for  dahri  lands  at  this  Settlement  compare 
as  foUoWs  with  those  used  at  the  previous  Settlement,  reduced  propor- 
tionately where  the  assessment  was  reduced : — 


Pabgana. 

Rate  per  acre  oa 

ddkri  at  previous 

Settlement. 

Aisessment  Circle. 

Rate  per  acre  on 

dahri  uXtYi\^ 
Settlemeni,  1877, 

Rs.  As. 

Ffrozpur          «.. 

,    8        1 

Landoha     •»« 
Mdndfkher& 
Bhuder  Ffrozpur 

••• 
••• 
••• 

2  8 

3  0 
2    4 

Ndh 

2     0 

Niih  Dahar 

••• 

2    0 

Sohnft 

"  { 

Sohna          ••• 
SaiUni         ••• 

••• 
•• 

1  10 

2  4 

Jharsi              ••• 

28. 

Gurg&on 
Adjoiniug  Dahar 
Najafgarh  Jhfl 

••• 
•■• 
••• 

1  12 

2  4 
2     8 

Bahors             ••• 

,.  { 

Bahor4        .•• 
Sahibi 

••1 

I  14 
I  10 

The  dahri  rates  of  this  Settlement  are  thus  on  the  whole  decid- 
edly lower  than  those  of  the  last  Settlement,  though  in  some  circles 
they  are  much  the  same. 
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In  the  circles  fn  which  the  question  is  most  important,  the  areas 
recorded  as  naturally  flooded  compare  as  follows  with  those  of  the 
previous  Settlement : — 


Area  of  this  Settlement,  1877. 

Area  recorded 

AMessment  Grcle. 

as  utorally  flooded 

T«MS1L. 

Recorded  M 

Settitaient,  x8io-4a. 

naturally  flooded. 

naturaUy  flooded. 

Palwfll 

Dahii 

1,683 

1,683 

2,305 

Flrozpiur 

Chiknot                  •«. 

8,163 

7,028 

4,581 

If 

Mdndrkherft 

3.546 

3,546 

6,078 

ft 

Landoha 

8,147 

8,147 

8,415 

•1 

Bhuder                  ••. 

2,387 

2,387 

4.350 

f^dh 

Dahar                   »•• 

30,261 

31,000 

13,098 

Gurgion 

Bahori                    ... 

4,548 

4,548 

2,810 

If 

Dahar 

4,483 

4,240 

4,009 

$9 

Saildni 

•     3,607 

3607 

3,461 

Total 

66,825 

56,186 

49,107 

So  that  the  only  circles  in  which  a  much  larger  area  has  been 
recorded  as*  naturally  irrigated  now  than  at  the  previous  Settlement 
are  Chaks  Chiknot  of  Ffrozpur,  Dahar  of  Ndh,  and  Bahora  of  Gur- 
gAon,  and  as  cultivation  has  increased  in  those  circles  by  35,  42,  and 
36  per  cent,  respectively,  it  is  probable  that  part  of  tlie  increase  in  the 
irrigated  area  is  due  to  the  spread  of  cultivation.  In  other  circles, 
again,  such  as  Dahri  of  Palwal  and  Mandikhera  and  Bhuder  of  Firoz- 
pur,  the  area  assessed  at  this  Settlement  as  flooded  is  much  less  than 
that  so  assessed  at  last  Settlement. 

In  the  Dehli  district,  the  rates  on  daAri  were  Rs.  2-8  in  three 
circles ;  Rs.  2-4  in  one,  Rs.  2-2  in  one ;  Rs.  2  in  four  and 
Rs.  I -1 4  in  one.  In  the  Rohtak  district  the  rate  for  flooded 
lands  in  Jhajjar  was  fixed  at  Rs.  2-4  and  in  Sampla  at  Rs.  2. 
So  that  as  compared  with  the  rates  in  those  two  districts  the 
Gurgion  rates  do  not  appear  too  high.  Nor  do  I  think  that  they 
are  too  high  for  the  qualities  of  the  soil  when  it  is  really  benefited 
by  floods  or  exceptional  moisture.  The  only  doubt  is  whether  the 
area  ordinarily  flooded  has  not  been  over-estimated.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  a  considerable  over-estimate  has  been  made  in  the 
Bouth  of  the  Ndh  Chak  Dahar  and  in  the  north  of  tahsfl  Firozpur, 
especially  in  the  villages  within  the  Chandaini  Cut  and  the  Kotia 
tattd.  Mn  Channing  also  thought  so^  for  he  assessed  those  villages 
much  below  his  circle-rates.  Possibly  the  area  ordinarily  flooded  has 
been  over-estimated  in  some  other  tracts  also^  but  not  so  as  to  cause 
serious  over*assessment 
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46.  Fault  has  been  found  with  the  system  adopted  by  Mr^ 
Channing  of  distinguishing  between  four  classes 
of  soil — (I)  Chiknot  or  clay  ;  (2)  Narmot  or  clay 
loam  ;  (3)  Magda  or  sandy  loam  ;  (4)  Bhiir  or  sand, — and  fears  have 
been  expressed  that  really  inferior  sandy  soil  may  have  been  returned 
as  magda  and  assessed  at  too  high  a  rate.  These  classes  were  those 
adopted  at  the  previous  Settlement,  and  were  well-known  to  the 
people,  and  I  cannot  but  think  they  are  well  suited  to  the  soils  of 
the  district  There  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  hard  rich  clay 
(chiknot)  of  the  low  lands  of  Niih  and  Firozpur,  and  the  lighter  but 
fertile  loam  (narmot)  which  is  the  characteristic  soil  of  the  gres^ 
JBAngar  tract  of  Palwal,  Hatfn  and  Punahana ;  and  between  the  latter 
and  the  lighter  but  still  productive  loam  (magda)  of  the  tract  about 
Gurgaon  ;  and  again  between  this  and  the  inferior  sandy  soil  (bhir) 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills  and  on  the  undulating  hillocks  of  the 
Rew&ri  tahsil  and  about  Farrukhnagar.  That  the  magda  of  Gurgaon 
cannot  contain  much  soil  that  would  elsewhere  be  classed  as  bhur  \% 
pretty  evident  from  the  following  comparison. 

Percentage  of  soils  of  each  class  on  total  adtivation. 


GuROAOM  District. 

Delhi  District, 

RoHTAK  District. 

Soil. 

Percentage. 

Soil 

Percentage.. 

Soil. 

Percentage. 

Chiknot     ... 
Narmot     ... 
Magda 

Bhtir 

7 

30 
33 

30 

Ddkar      ... 
Rausli       ... 

Bhiir 

13 

79 

8 

Ddkar     ... 
Matyar    ... 
Rausli    (in- 
cluding ma- 
nured.) 
Bhdr 

8 

7 
79 

la 

Total     ... 

100 

*••••• 

100 

100 

In  Gurgaon  30  per  cent  of  the  cultivation  is  classed  ns 
bhir  as  compared  with  8  per  cent,  in  Dehli  and  12  per  cent, 
in  Rohtak,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  79  per  cent,  classed  as  rausH 
in  Dehli  and  the  86  per  cent,  classed  as  matydr  or  rausli  in  Rohtak 
contnin  the  loam  soils  corresponding  to  the  63  per  cent,  classed  in 
Gurgaon  as  narmot  and  magda.  From  what  I  know  of  the  districts 
I  believe  this  to  be  the  case,  and  that  the  magdiy  which  predominates 
in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewdri  tahsils,  corresponds  with  the  light  'ra»sli 
of  the  Dehli  and  J liajjar  tahsils.  Mr.  Channing  paid  special  atten** 
tion  to  the  classification  of  the  soils,  and  I  have  in  my  rapid  village 
ins  pections  noted  how  the  soils  were  classed.  My  general  imprea-* 
sio  n  is  that  they  were  as  a  rule  rightly  clnssed,  and  that  the  broad 
dis  tinctions  between  the  classes  of  soil  have  been  rightly  noted  in 
the  Settlement  record,  and  so  far  as  I  can  judge  taken  account  of  by 
Mr.  Channing  in  a$ses9ing.    There  iMre  of  course  intermedkte  quaU« 
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ties  of  soil  which  one  officer  would  put  in  the  higher  class  and 
another  in  the  lower,  but  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  marked 
tendency  to  classify  the  soils  either  too  high  or  too  low. 


47.     Mr.  Chnnning  did  not  assess  quite  up  to  his   rates,  as 
Application  of  the  soil    be  seen  from  the  following  statement  :— 

nites  to  individual  villages. 


will 


Tahsil. 

Former  assess- 
ment. 

Assessment  by 
revenue  rates. 

Actual       total 
assessment 
of  1882.83. 

Per  cent  above 

or  below  revenue 

rate. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgaon 

Rewari 

Ri. 

2,14,668 
2,08,759 
2,11,360 

2,72,038 

R.. 

«.93.774 

*.63,9*S 
«.i3.»S5 
«.7S.099 

Rs. 

2,85.482 

M8.563 
2,59>8c9 

2,76,827 

Rs. 

-U 

+« 
+  i 

Total 

11.03,339 

i»,9i,i74 

12,78,113 

— I 

He  assessed  on  the  whole  about  one  per  cent  below  his  revenue 
rates,  being  above  them  slightly  in  tahsils  Gurgaon  and  Rewari  in 
which  the  increase  was  smallest,  and  below  them  in  the  other  three 
tahsils  in  which  the  increase  was  greatest.  Doubts  have  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  whether  he  allowed  sufficiently  for  great  increases  of 
assessment  and  did  not  follow  his  rates  too  closely,  but  a  comparison 
of  the  rates  of  circles  in  which  an  increase  was  taken  with  those  in  wiiich 
a  reduction  was  granted  will  show  that  the  former  were  kept  much 
lower  than  the  latter,  so  as  to  allow  for  the  increase  in  the  assessment 
of  the  circle  as  a  whole ;  and  not  only  that,  but  in  individual  villages, 
and  generally  for  each  assessment  circle,  his  tendency  was  to  assess 
above  rates  if  they  gave  a  reduction  and  below  them  if  they  gave  a 
great  increase.  The  fact  that  he  did  so  is  obscured  by  his  mode  of 
stating  how  he  arrived  at  his  assessment.  In  each  village  note-book 
he  states  the  rates  on  the  different  kinds  of  soil  which  he  thinks 
appropriate  to  the  village,  calculates  out  the  jama  at  these  rates  on 
the  areas  returned,  and  announces  the  exact  result  as  the  jama 
of  the  village.  A  comparison  of  these  rates  as  explained  by  his 
remarks  with  the  rates  for  the  circle  and  with  the  soils  shows  that 
in  raising  or  lowering  his  circle-rates  to  apply  them  to  the  village 
he  took  into  account  not  only  the  relative  qualities  of  the  soils,  but 
the  other  circumstances  of  the  village,  and  kept  in  view  the  result 
of  his  rates  as  compared  with  the  former  assessment  of  the  village. 
His  system,  however,  is  apt  to  give  one  the  impression  that  his  assess- 
ments were  the  result  of  an  inelastic  arithmetical  calculation,  and 
possibly  it  did  hamper  him  in  taking  a  broad  view  of  the  capabilities 
of  the  village  ;  though  certainly  to  no  great  extent    It  would  have 
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been  better  if  after  calculating  out  his  jama  at  the  rates  which  seem- 
ed appropriate  to  the  soils  he  had  raised  or  lowered  it  on  general 
considerations,  and  then  announced  it  as  a  lump  sum. 


The  produce  estimate. 


48.     Mr.  Channing's  produce-estimate  com- 
pares as  follows  with  the  actual  assessment : — 


Tahsil. 

Average  value  of  one-sixth 
gross  produce. 

Actual  total  assessment 
of  1882-83. 

Palwal 

Firozpur 
Nuh 
Gurg&on 
Rewarf 

Rs. 
3,22,969 
2,52,694 
3,58,007 

2,44,393 
2,64,670 

Rs. 

2,85,482 
2,38,563 
2,59,809 
2,17,432 
2,76,827 

Total  Rs. 

14,42,733 

12,78,113 

The  transfer  of  some  villages  from  tahsUs  Gurgion  and  Nuh 
to  Rewarf,  and  from  tahsfl  Nuh  to  Firozpur  vitiates  the  comparison 
as  regards  individual  tahsfls,  but  the  actual  assessment  of  the  whole 
district  is  less  than  the  estimated  average  value  of  one-sixth  the 
gross  produce  by  Rs.  1,64,620  or  11  per  cent. ;  in  other  words,  instead 
of  being  equal  to  one-sixth  of  the  gross  produce,  it  is  little  more 
than  one-seventh  of  its  estimated  average  value. 

49.  In  making  his  produce  estimate  Mr.  Channing  assumed 
one-sixth  as  the  fraction  of  the  average  gross 
produce  which  represented  the  half  net  produce — 
an  assumption  which  would  be  correct  only  if  the 
landlord  taking  rent  in  kind  ordinarily  took  one-third  of  the  gross 
produee  from  his  tenant  as  rent.  Before  settlement  the  ordinary 
rent  in  kind  was  one-third  of  the  gross  produce  (See  §  89).  Accor- 
ding to  the  Patwirfs  I  find  that  in  1881-82  the  following  rates  were 
taken  in  different  villages  : — 


The    fraction   of   the 
gross  produce. 


Tahsil. 

Total  num- 
ber of  villa- 
ges. 

Number  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
rent  is  taken  in 
kind. 

Number  of  villages  in 
which  the  rate  is — 

}i 

\ 

H 

H 

Palwal 

Firozpur 

Nuh 

Gurgion 

Rewirf 

195 
244 
289 
227 
309 

I 
28 

2 
18 
28 

28 

I 

3 

2 

••1 

2 
I 

I 

3 

2 

16 
25 

••• 
••• 

3 

Total     ... 

1,264 

77 

34 

3 

47 

3 

•7 
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Rents  in  kind  appear  to  be  almost  unknown  in  the  Nuh  and 
Palwal  tahsHs.  In  the  low-lying  moist  wheat  lands  about  M&nd(- 
kher&  they  are  common  and  almost  universally  one-half  of  the  gross 
produce.  In  the  west  of  Gurgaon  tahsfl  and  in  the  Rewarf  tahsil 
they  are  common  on  the  poorer  soils  on  which  one-third  of  the  gross 
produce  is  taken.  Rates  lower  than  one-third  are  almost  unknown, 
and  although  sometimes  (but  in  this  district  rarely)  a  deduction  is 
made  for  the  village  menials  before  division,  it  is  made  up  to  the 
owner  by  an  extra  allowance  which  he  generally  takes  under  the 
name  of  expenses  (Jskarch) ;  probably  a  survival  of  the  time  when  the 
one-third  or  one-half  share  went  to  Government  (it  is  still  known  as 
the  hdkimi  Aissa),  and  this  small  allowance  was  all  the  proprietor  of 
the  land  got  as  his  share.  He  generally  takes  a  share  of  the  fodder 
also,  or  a  cash  fee  in  lieu  of  it  {takind).  So  far  then  as  the  evidence 
of  the  rents  in  kind  goes,  it  may  be  said  that  the  net  produce  is  at 
least  one-third  of  the  gross  produce  on  the  poorer  lands,  and  one-half 
en  the  naturally  flooded  and  moist  soils.  The  evidence  is  not  strong, 
and  grain  rents  seem  gradually  giving  place  to  cash  rents  even  in 
Rewarf,  but  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  one-sixth  of  th«  gvoss 
produce  of  the  district  is  not  above  the  half  net  produce. 

5a  (See  \  77.)  I  have  been  unable  to  make  any  experiments 
to  check  Mr.  Channing's  estimates  of  average 
outturn,  and  the  only  way  in  which  it  is  at 
present  possible  to  check  them  is  by  comparing 
them  w!th  the  estimates  of  average  outturn  made  in  the  neighbouring 
districts.  The  averages  for  Dehli  I  take  from  the  unpublished  Settle- 
ment Report,  {  40  ;  it  will  be  observed  thai  Mn  Maconachie  thought 
his  estimates  there  given  to  be  at  all  events  not  above  the  truth, 
and  a  comparison  with  the  estimates  given  in  §  43  and  App.  11.  of 
his  report  seems  to  show  that  in  calculating  the  produce  estimate, 
higher  averages  of  outturn  were  assumed.  The  averages  for  the  Rohtak 
district  I  take  from  the  Settlement  Report,  §  81;  those  for  Karndl  from 
the  Commissioner's  review  of  the  Pinipat  Assessment  Report  §  22 
and  those  for  the  Meerut  and  Agra  Divisions  of  the  North- Western 
Provinces  from  **Field  and  Garden  Crops"  published  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  of  those  Provinces.  The  different 
estimates  are  compared  in  the  following  statement:  — 
Averaf^e  Outtyrn  in  mannds  per  acre  as  estimate  for  difierent  Districts. 


The  6stiiBftt6d  ftvtni^ 
oattum. 


Crop. 

Gurgaon. 

Delhi 

Rohtak. 

Kamal. 

Mecnit 
Division. 

Agra 
Division. 

Wheat— rA<fA/    ... 

13 

II 

H)i 

14 

IS 

IS 

Wheat— //rtAr/     ... 

TO 

... 

•*• 

••. 

••• 

^Nhtzt-^dr4n{  „. 

7 

6 

9 

1% 

10 

7 

Barley— rArfA/     ... 

»5 

12 

14 

••• 

16 

16 

Barley— <//iArr     ... 

li>i 

••• 

••• 

•• 

••• 

••. 

BsLTley'-ddrM  ... 

7 

6 

S 

... 

II 

% 

Gram 

7>i 

9 

IS 

II 

6 

S 

Bijra 

5^ 

4« 

lyi 

••. 

\* 

7 

Tawar 
Moth 

7¥ 

6 

7 

-hyi 

8 

4 

5 

6 

••• 

8 

8 

Cotton,   uncUaned 

unirri^ated     ... 

5 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 
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Ther^  is  nothmgin  these  figures  to  cast  doubt  on  Mr.  Cbanning*s 
estimates.  The  estimated  averages  of  jawar  and  cotton  may  seem 
rather  high,  but  jaw&r  is  largely  grown  on  the  excellent  loam  of  the 
grefit  hangar  tract,  and  the  cotton  of  the  moist  soil  of  the  Firozpur 
valley  and  the  neighbouring  uplands  is  celebrated  as  a  productive  crop. 

SI.  Although  the  estimated  average  outturn  of  the  different 
crops  does  not  seem  too  high  as  compared  with 
DUtrkt.         **  ^^®s«  ^f  ^^  neighbouring  districts,  there  seems 

reason  to  doubt  whether,  as  applied  to  the  areas 
returned  at  settlement,  these  estimates  do  not  give  too  high  an  aver- 
age total  produce. 

This  is  not  the  case  with  tht  estimated  outturn  on  the  land  irri- 
gated from  wells,  for  although  in  assessing  Mr.  Channing  applied  his 
cJkdAi  rate  to  the  whole  area  irrigable,  a  comparison  of  the  figures  in 
Forms  A  and  D  accompan)ring  his  Assessment  Reports  shows  that 
in  calculating  the  gross  produce  he  applied  the  high  cAdAi  outturn 
only  to  the  lands  actually  found  irrigated  at  the  Settlement  measure- 
ments. It  is  possible  that  in  estimating  the  outturn  of  lands  naturally 
irrigated,  the  area  to  which  he  applied  his  average  outturn  was  over- 
estimated somewhat.  But  the  chief  over-estimate  seems  to  have  been 
in  calculating  the  outturn  on  the  whole  area'returned  at  Settlement 
as  under  cultivation  without  allowii^  for  the  large  area  left  out  of 
cultivation  on  an  average  of  years.  Form  D  shows  that  the  average 
outturn  per  acre  was  applied  to  1,022,792  acres,  of  which  some  30,000 
acres  were  cropped  in  both  harvests,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  987,000 
acres  returned  as  cultivated  were  estimated  as  bearing  crops.  It  is 
possible  that  the  estimate  of  average  outturn  per  acre  was  kept  loyr 
enough  to  allow  for  some  of  the  land  falling  out  of  cultivation,  and  as 
It  IS  only  the  inferior  soils  that  are  allowed  to  lie  uncultivated  to  any 
great  extent,  the  consideration  would  affect  only  the  outturn  of  the 
poorest  soils.  The  following  statement  compares  (in  maunds  per  acre) 
the  estimated  average  outturn  of  the  poorest  soils  in  Gurgdon  and 
the  neighbouring  districts,  omitting  those  estimates  which  apply 
only  to  a  veiy  stpall  area  : — 


Gurgion. 

Dejhi. 

Rohtak. 

Karn&l. 

Crop. 

Tah«;fls 

X  clllslla 

Dielhi  and 
Balla^garh. 

TabsQ 
Jhajjar. 

Tahsfl 
Pinfpat. 

Whe&t'-ckdM 

••• 

to 

10 

loX 

12 

Whcat-nfliwirf 

••* 

«;<  ' 

7 

Wheat— «r4«/ 

•t. 

4 

5 

... 

7 

B^rle^—cJidJii 

••• 

13 

10 

»3 

••• 

Barley — /foAri 

••* 

10 

9 

..« 

Barley— ^/<iir/ 

••• 

7 

6 

••• 

Oram             ••• 

••• 

6 

B 

% 

'^yi 

B^jra 

... 

5 

4 

s 

Jawar 

••. 

5  ^ 

4 

5 

'^fi 

.Moth             ••• 

••• 

1% 

4 

5 

Mung 

... 

3 

3 

... 

Cotton,  uHcieaned 

unirri' 

gated 

••• 

4 

3 

... 

4 

Ul 
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The  crops  most  generally  grown  on  the  poorest  soils  are  bdjra 
and  fHoth^  and  it  seems  that  with  reference  to  those  crops,  and  indeed 
generally,  Mr,  Channing's  lowest  estimates  of  outturn  are  not 
appreciably  higher  than  those  of  the  neighbouring  tahsfls  of  other 
districts..  My  own  impression  however  is  that,  if  due  allowance  be 
made  for  the  fact  that  on  an  average  of  years  5  per  cent  of  the  total 
cultivated  area  of  the  district,  and  that  generally  the  poorest  soil, 
remains  out  of  cultivation,  the  estimates  of  outturn  of  unirrigated 
barley,  bdjrd^  moth  and  miing  is  too  high  ;  especially  as,  even  in  an 
ordinary  year,  mueh  of  the  land  actually  sown  with  those  crops  pro- 
duces almost  no  grain  at  all.  If  a  rough  deduction  be  made  from  the 
produce  estimate  to  allow  for  this,  we  might  take  oif  80,000  acres  of 
bdjvd  at  5  maunds  per  acre =400,000  maunds  of  bdjrd ;  and  similarly, 
to  allow  for  the  possible  over-estimate  of  the  naturally  flooded  area, 
we  might  deduct  10,000  acres  of  wheat  at  9  maunds  per  acre =90,000 
maunds  of  wheat. 


52.     (§  92.) 

The  average  prices. 


As  it  will  be  impossible,  both  now  and  here- 
after, to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  produce  esti- 
mate without  more  information  regarding  the 
prices  assumed  than  is  given  in  Mr.  Channing's  report,  I  venture  to 
add  further  extracts  from  my  memorandum  on  prices  which  he  has 
quoted.  The  following  statement  shows  the  prices  assumed  by 
Mr.  Channing  on  the  average  of  the  20  years  ending  1873  as  the 
basis  of  his  valuation  of  produce  for  his  produce  estimate  : — 

Statement  showing  prices  assumed  in  the  Assessment  Reports 
for  the  produce  estimate  (in  sers  per  rupee)  : — 


Barley 

Cotton 

TlMSIL. 

Wheat. 

GnuB. 

and 
Gram. 

Barley. 

unclean- 
ed. 

Jowir. 

BIjtB. 

Moth. 

Gurgaon 

3? 

35 

38 

40 

12 

39 

33 

^2 

Rewari 

28 

34 

... 

39 

••* 

39 

34 

3« 

Palwal 

30 

38 

41 

43 

">i 

^z 

34 

••• 

Nuh 

27 

35 

•M 

n 

'3 

3« 

34 

3$ 

Ffrozpur 

30 

40 

•• 

44 

12 

40 

36 

42 

Average  of  all  five  tahsils 

29 

36 

40 

41 

12 

39 

34 

39 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  prices  assumed  for  the  different  tahsfls 
do  not  vary  greatly  from  one  another,  nowhere  being  more  than 
10  per  cent,  above  or  below  the  average  of  the  five  tahsfls.  The 
prices  assumed  for  Ffrozpur  tahsfl  are  the  lowest,  which  is  as  might 
be  expected,  seeing  that  it  is  farthest  from  the  railways  and  the 
great  centres  of  trade.  My  enquiries  made  independently  of  Mr. 
Channing's  gave  the  following  results : — 

Statement  showing  (in  sers  per  rupee)  average  prices  for  periods 
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of  20  years  for  the  two  towns   Rewdrf  and  Palwal  with   percentage 
9f  increase  of  price  : — 


AVIBAGB  PBICl  FOB  A  FBBZOD  OP 

Pbickntagb  op 

INCBSASB. 

Producb. 

ending  1837 

ao  years 
ending  1857 

90  yean 
ending  1877 

Since  1857. 

Since  1837. 

Wheat 

Gram        ••*                •••                ••• 

Barley 

Cotton,  uncleaned     ... 

Jawar       .••                ...                ••• 

Bajra        •..                •••                ••• 

Moth 

Mdng        •••               ••• 

Mash 

36 
55 

\t 
51 

45 
42 

32 
42 

47 
19 
44 
42 
44 

36 

25 

38 
9 

11 

30 
27 
24 

28 

31 

24 

III 

37 

52 
d6 

41 

50 

44 
72 
42 
100 
66 
64 

ii 

75 

It  appears  then  that,  while  there  was  a  great  rise  in  the  price  of 
every  article  of  agricultural  produce  between  1837  and  1857,  there 
has  been  a  still  greater  rise  in  price  since  1857.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  Mr.  Channing's  assumed  prices  for  the  20  years  ending  1873 
are  in  every  case  considerably  lower  than  the  averages  ascertained 
by  me  for  the  20  years  ending  1877.  For  this  there  are  two  reasons  : 
first,  although  the  years  1874  to  1877,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  kharff,  were  by  no  means  years  of  scarcity,  prices  were  very 
much  higher  then  than  they  were  in  the  years  1854  to  1857;  and 
secondly,  Mr.  Channing*s  prices  were  calculated  from  harvest  prices 
prevailing  in  small  towns  throughout  the  tahsils,  as  well  as  in  the 
larger  markets,  while  my  averages  are  for  the  two  large  towns  of 
Palwal  and  Rewdr/  only.  The  averages  show  a  rise  of  prices  of 
about  40  per  cent,  in  the  twenty  years  preceding  the  Settlement  as 
compared  with  the  twenty  years  preceding  the  Mutiny,  and  a  rise 
of  about  65  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  fifteen  years  preceding 
the  previous  Settlement  in  1837. 


I  have  made  additions  to  the  printed  dtngrams  of  prices  in  the 
accompanying  volume  showing  (i)  the  variations  in  prices  from  1877 
to  1882  and  (2)  the  prices  assumed  by  Mr.  Channing,  the  latter 
being  shown  by  coloured  horizontal  lines.  A  glance  at  the  diagrams 
will  show  (i)  that  the  high  prices  which  suddenly  prevailed  in  1877 
have  been  steadily  falling  year  by  year  since;  but  (2)  that  the  fall 
has  been  very  gradual,  and  that  prices  are  still  higher  than  they 
were  for  several  years  preceding  the  scarcity ;  and  (3)  that  during 
the  five  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  new  assessments  were 
introduced,  prices  even  at  their  /owesl  have  been  considerably  higher 
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than   Mr.   Channlng's  assumed  avera^s  prices.    The  following  state- 
ment  also  shows  this  forcibly  (sers  per  rupee)  :-■* 


Average 

Average 

Average  Price  for  the  five  years 

prices 

price  in  Pal- 

I877-I882. 

Prodttcb. 

assumed 
by  Mr. 
Chan- 

wal and  Rc- 
wAri  for  the 
twenty  years 

1 

1 

73 

-^ 

£ 

ging. 

ending  1877. 

0 

73 

2; 

h^ 

Wiieat 

29 

2S 

18 

17 

19 

18 

18 

18 

Gram 

36 

32 

21 

20 

22 

20 

20 

21 

Barley 

41 

38 

27 

23 

25 

24 

25 

2S 

Cotton,         un- 

cleaned      ... 

12 

9 

10 

9 

10 

II 

10 

10 

Jaw<r 
Bijri 

39 

32 

24 

23 

21 

22 

25 

23 

34 

28 

23 

23 

23 

24 

24 

23 

Moth 

39 

30 

22 

22 

... 

••• 

20 

21 

Mting            ••. 

27 

19 

20 

••• 

21 

19 

20 

Here  again  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  prices  of  the  last 
five  years  have  been  much  the  same  in  the  different  tahsfls.  The 
average  prices  of  the  last  five  years  show  a  rise  per  cent,  as  follows : — 


Rise  per  cent,  of  average  prices  of  five 

YEARS  ending  1 882. 

FRODX/CE. 

As  compared  with  aver- 

As compared  with  aver- 

age prices  of  twenty  years 

age  prices  assumed  by 

ending  1877. 

Mr. 

Channing. 

Whtfat 

••• 

39 

6t 

Gram 

••• 

5^ 

71 

Barley 

•t. 

52 

64 

Cotton,  uadeantfd 

••• 

•^10 

20 

taw^ 

••• 

39 

70 

Vjr* 

••• 

^1 

48 

Moth 

•.. 

43 

86 

Miing 

*•• 

3S 

••• 

It  appears  then  that,  with  the  exception  of  cotton  and  bdjra, 
the  average  prices  of  the  last  five  years  are  from  35  to  52  per  cent 
higher  than  those  of  the  twenty  years  previous  to  1877,  and  that, 
again  with  the  exception  of  cotton  imd  bdfra^  they  ai^e  all  more  than 
60  per  cent,  higher  than  those  assumed  by  Mr.  Channing ;  and  even 
after  making  full  aHoWance  for  the  cost  of  carriage  from  the  villages 
to  the  niarket-towns  ft  may  be  said  that  even  if  the  produce  of  tiiQ 
district  had  durmg  tliese  five  years  been  only  two-thirds  of  Mr.  Chan* 
fling's  estimate,  its  tnotrey  vahie  ait  the  prevailing  prices  would  have 
been  up  to  his  estfmkte  of  the  average  vklu^,  i>.,  would  have  equalled 
seven  times  the  assessment  of  the  district.  It  is  unlikely  that  prices 
will  remain  so  high  as  tHey  have  been  during  the  past  few  3rears  ; 
k«t  it  b  atR>  ilnltkely  tiitft,  with  the  recent  extension  of  markets  and 
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development  of  competition,  they  will  on  an  average  of  years  again 
fall  to  the  prices  that  prevailed  before  1877  or  at  all  approach  the 
low  averages  assumed  by  Mr.  Channing. 

The  following  statement  compares  the  prices  assumed  by  Mr. 
Channing  as  the  basis  of  his  produce  estimate  with  those  assumed 
in  neighbouring  districts  assessed  about  the  same  time. 
Avera^g  Prices  assumed  (Sers  per   rupee). 


1 

J 

1 

Ij 

i 

39 

1! 

3* 

i 

Ourgioo  district  (avera^  of  5  tah3ils)... 

29 

36 

37 

4? 

••• 

12 

39 

Kohtftk  district.  Jhajjar  tabsfl 
Delhi  district  Ballaligarh  tahiiil 
Karaal  district,  Panipat  tahsil 

26 
29 

18 
12 

3* 
37 

3S 

33 

•  ft 

35 
34 

Mathim  district  (average  harvest  prices 
since  the  mutiny)  . 

«7 

34 

36 

10 

34 

•  •* 

•  M 

ii  will  be  seen  that  with  the  single  exception  of  gram  in  Kar- 
ndl,  not  o.ne  of  these  four  Settlement  Officers  in  neighbouring  dis- 
tricts has  assumed  a  lower  price  than  Mr.  Chapning  for  any  oae  of 
the  staple  articles  of  produce^  and  his  prices  are  on  the  whole  low- 
er than  those  of  any  of  these  districts,  except  perhaps  Karnal. 

%Z0    Thus    an  examination  of  the  data  00  which  the  produce 

estimate  was  founded  shows-^{i)  that  the  aver- 
JJ^^ITe!^^^^  »ge  prices  assumed    were    much  below  what 

Qfiight  safely  have  been  taken  ;  (2)  that  the  evi- 
dence of  the  rents  in  kind,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  to  the*  effect  that  half 
the  net  produce  is  rather  above  than  below  one-sixth  of  the  gross 
produce  ;  (3)  that  the  average  outturn  assumed  is  not  too  high,  but 
that  it  wa3  probably  applied  to  too  large  an  area.  If  we  allow  for 
this  possible  over-estimate  a  deduction  of  80,000  acres  of  bdjra  at 
{  maunds  per  acre,  and  for  a  possible  over-estimate  of  the  area 
naturally-flooded  10,000  acres  of  wheat  at  9  maunds  per  acre,  we  have 
the  following  deduction  to  make  from  the  .estimated  average  value 
oi  the  gross  produce  which  was  Rs.  86.56,400. 


Qraia. 

ireaia 
acres. 

1 

outturn 
(maiincU  per 

GnMS  out- 
(uiaundt  ) 

*  ■■  !  '    .; 

price  (sers 

per 
rupee.) 

Gross 
Price 

Whieat 

80,000 
10,000 

5 

9 

4,00,000 
90,000 

34 
^9 

lis 
4»  70,000 

1,25,000 

Totd 

•m 

^ 

... 

... 

5.95»«» 
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This  leaves  the  estimate  of  gross  produce  Rs.  8o,6i,4oo,  one- 
sixth  of  which  is  Rs.  1343,566,  while  the  total  actual  assessment  is 
only  Rs.  12,78,1 13.  So  that,  even  after  making  all  these  liberal  allow- 
ances, the  produce  estimate  seems  to  show  that  the  assessment  must 
be  below  half  the  net  produce  of  the  district. 

54.  The  best  evidence  as  to  what  are  the  actual  net  profits  of 
cultivation  is  to  be  got  from  the  cash-rents  paid 
^The  rent-rate  esti-  ^^  tenants-at-will,  where  they  are  really  full 
competition-rents,  and  not  merely  customary 
rents  or  rents  fixed  with  reference  to  the  rate  of  incidence  of  the 
Government  demand.  I  have  accordingly  obtained  from  each  pat- 
war(  a  statement  (see  App.  VIII)  showing  (i)  the  area  which  paid 
rents  of  this  description  at  Settlement  as  shown  in  the  Settlement 
lleoord  (which  represents  the  state  of  things  at  attestation  about 
1874-76)  with  the  gross  amount  of  rent  payable,  and  {2)  the  area 
which  paid  cash-rents  of  this  description  in  the  year  1881-82  with 
the  gross  amount  of  rent  payable.  That  the  figures  are  fairly 
trustworthy  I  have  no  doubt,  for  I  have  checked  them  here  and  there 
and  had  them  attested  by  the  proprietors.  In  some  villages  the 
patwarf's  return  showed  a  considerable  amount  of  this  demand  as  in 
arrear  at  the  time  when  he  drew  up  his  papers  for  the  year,  but 
much  of  this  arrear  seemed  to  have  been  realized  afterwards  and  the 
total  sum  unrealised  was  only  a  small  percentage  on  the  total  de- 
mand, which  seems  to  have  been  correctly  given.  The  statement 
can  hardly  include  many  rents  above  true  competition-rents :  for 
with  so  much  land  out  of  cultivation  and  irrigation  and  such  a  loss 
of  population  and  cattle,  tenants  are  much  in  demand,  and  there 
can  be  little  opportunity  for  rack-renting.  I  excluded  those  rents 
which  were  calculated  on  the  land-revenue,  with  or  without  proprie- 
tor's percentage  (mdltkd/id),  and  included  only  those  cash-rents  which 
were  paid  in  a  lump  sum,  or  calculated  at  so  much  per  dl^Aa  with- 
out direct  reference  to  the  assessment  rate.  The  statement  thus  in- 
cludes a  great  many  low  customary  rents  which  are  much  below  the 
true  competition-rent,  i.e.,  the  real  net  produce.  It  is  the  fact  too 
that  where  the  proprietors  themselves  cultivate  much  of  the  land 
as  they  do  in  many  villages  in  this  district  (at  Settlement  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  cultivated  area  was  returned  as  cultivated 
by  the  owners  themselves,  §  89),  they  generally  have  taken  care  to 
retain  the  best  land  in  their  own  hands,  leaving  the  poorer  soils  to 
be  cultivated  by  the  tenants.  The  occupancy  tenants  also  generally 
hold  lands  of  a  superior  quality.  On  the  other  hand  some  of  the 
land  now  paying  cash-rents  is  the  good  land  which  has  heen  mort- 
gaged by  its  owners  and  is  now  let  by  the  mortgagee  to  the  owner  or  to 
some  other  tenant ;  such  land  pays  high  rents  and  tends  to  raise  the 
average,  but  it  forms  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole,  and  it 
may  safely  be  said  that  the  average  rent  actually  paid  is  well  below 
the  average  full  competition-rent  which  could  be  paid  by  the  land  of 
the  district  taken  as  a  whole.     I  have  not  had   time  to  analyse  the 
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rent  figures  and  work  out  from  them  rent-rates  for  the  different  class- 
es of  soil  and  must  generally  be  content  with  the  evidence  given 
by  the  averages  of  the  different  circles.  In  the  Palwal  tahsil,  how- 
ever, the  Skinner  Estate  villages  give  as  full  and  trustworthy  evi- 
dence on  this  subject  as  could  well  be  desired. 

55.  (See  §  147  and  the  Village  Note-book  of  Bilochpur).  The 
villages  of  the  Skinner  Estate  in  the  Palwal 
ne^Esute!'''^'^''  ^^'"'  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^"  cultivated  by  tenants- at-will  pay- 
ing  cash-rents  and  are  under  the  control  of  one 
central  office,  whose  accounts  are  kept  in  much  the  same  way  as  those 
of  a  Deputy  Commissioner'n  office,  and  thus  afford  trustworthy  evi- 
dence of  what  net  income  can  be  derived  from  the  land  by  a  pro- 
prietor who  levies  cash  rents  determined  by  competition.  I  propose, 
therefore,  to  give  a  somewhat  full  account  of  the  income  of  the 
Estate  from  its  villages  in  this  tahsil.  The  fappa  of  Bilochpur  in- 
cludes in  tahsil  Palwal  eleven  whole  villages  and  44  of  the  village 
of  B&ghpur,  besides  one  village  in  the  Delhi  district  and  one  in  the 
Bulandshahr  district ;  the  accounts  are  made  up  for  the  whole  tapfia 
and  therefore  include  the  income  and  expenditure  of  those  two  vil- 
lages in  other  districts,  but  I  have  worked  through  them  and  ob- 
tained the  figures  for  each  village  separately.  Mr.  Channing  assess- 
ed the  twelve  villages  in  this  tahsfl  as  a  whole  at  a  deduction  of 
12^  per  cent  from  the  average  half  gross  rent-roll  of  the  five 
years  ending  1876,  which  gave  an  assessment  as  actually  announced 
of  Rs.  23418,  while  the  sanctioned  revenue-rates  would  have  given 
Rs,  23,377.  The  average  gross  rent-roll  of  those  twelve  villages 
for  the  five  years  1871  to  1876,  was  Rs.  53,398  and  for  the  five  years 
1877  to  1882,  Rs.  56,896.  Of  this  the  average  unrealised  balance 
is  Rs.  1,005  and  the  average  actual  realizations  of  rent  for  the  five 
years  ending  1882  have  been  Rs.  55,891.  Thus  while  the  rents  of 
on«  or  two  villages  have  fallen  off  considerably,  the  average  gross 
demand  of  the  whole  twelve  villages  has  increased  by  6  per  cent. ; 
and  the  actual  average  realisations  from  rent  alone  are  2*4  times 
the  jama. 

The    actual  income    from  rents,   sale   of  grass  and  wood,  and 
other  assessable  items  has  been  as  follows : — 

1877-78     1878-79      1879-80     1880-81     1881-82       Average 

Rs.    51,929       58,864       59,248       56,584       57,298  56,785 

so  that  half  the  average  income  would  give  a  jama  of  Rs.  28,393  > 
and  the  present  jama  of  Rs.  23,418  (instead  of  I2j4  per  cent, 
below  half  the  average  gross  demand)  is  17  per  cent,  below  half 
the  average  actual  assessable  income.  Notwithstanding  the  bad 
years  the  estate  has  realised  its  demand  of  the  last  five 
years  in  full  from  the  villages,  with  the  exception  of  Rs.  5,035 
still  in  arrear.  During  these  five  years,  the  expenses  of  the 
tafipa  have  averaged  Rs.  5,272  and  it  has,  after  paying 
the   land-revenue,  cesses  and   all   other  charges,  on    the    average 
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remitted  annually  to  Delhi  Rs.  26,916  or  more  than  the  jama  of  its 
villages  (including  the  two  in  other  districts).  With  such  results  it 
cannot  be  fairly  said  that  the  rent  system  of  the  Estatehas  broken  down. 
Nor  can  the  charge  of  rack-renting  (in  an  opprobrious  sense)  be  justly 
made  against  the  Estate.  No  great  number  of  notices  of  ejectment 
have  been  issued  or  civil  suits  for  arrears  instituted  at  the  instance 
of  the  Estate.  Wliile  many  of  its  tenants  are  former  proprietors  who 
would  no  doubt  pay  rack-rents  sooner  than  leave  their  ancestral 
lands,  a  large  proportion  are  recent  settlers  from  other  villages  who 
have  voluntarily  accepted  the  terms  imposed  by  the  Manager  ;  indeed, 
a  number  of  new  tenants  have  settled  on  the  estate  during  the  past 
year.  No  distinction  is  made  between  these  new-comers  and  the 
old  dispossessed  proprietors,  the  same  rates  of  rent  being  charged  all 
round  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  soil  or  the  class  of  the 
tenants.  As  the  new  settlers  at  all  events  could,  without  much  hard- 
ship, take  up  land  elsewhere  if  they  preferred  the  terms  offered  them, 
and  land  is  plentiful  at  present,  such  a  system,  though  open  to  the 
charge  of  inelasticity,  cannot  fairly  be  called  rack-renting.  Nor  is 
the  condition  of  the  Skinner  villages  much  worse  than  that  of  the 
other  villages  of  the  tahsfl.  According  to  the  returns  now  made,  the 
eleven  villages  wholly  owned  by  the  Skinner  Estate  show  a  falling 
off  in  cultivation  since  Settlement  from  15,718  acres  to  13,776  or  by  12 
per  cent,  while  the  decrease  for  the  whole  tahsil  is  6j4per  cent ;  their 
well  irrigation  shows  a  decrease  from  386  to  46  acres  against  31  per 
cent  for  the  tahsfl  ;  their  population  a  decrease  of  5  per  cent  against 
the  tahsil  decrease  of  12  percent;  their  cattle  a  decrease  of  33  percent 
against  3  percent  for  the  whole  tahsfl ;  and  36  percent  of  the  present 
cultivated  area  is  irrigated  from  the  canal  against  14  per  cent,  for 
the  tahsil.  So  far  too  as  can  be  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
villages  the  inhabitants  are  on  the  whole  as  comfortable  as  those  of 
other  villages,  and  while  one  or  two  have  completely  broken  down 
Qnder  the  inelastic  system  of  collection  of  rent  which  is  the  rule* of 
the  Estate,  others  seem  wonderfully  prosperous.  In  short,  during  the 
last  five  years  the  Skinner  Estate  villages  have  been  treated  by  the 
Estate  much  as  Government  has  treated  the  villages  owned  by  other 
proprietors,  except  that  the  Estate  has  realised  from  its  cultivators 
double  what  Government  has  realised  from  other  villages,  and  that 
the  Estate  has  been  gradually  raising  its  rcjit  by  half  an  anna 
per  ti£^Aa  per  annum  ;  and  yet  the  coi>dition  of  the  cultivators  is 
hardly  worse  than  that  of  those  in  villages  managed  directly  by 
Government.  These  facts  furnish  strong  evidence  (i)  that  the 
assessments  announced  in  1877  were  in  tahsil  Palwal  well  below  half 
average  net  profits,  and  (2)  that  the  prevalent  agricultural  distress  is 
not  due  to  the  mere  amount  realised  by  Governmeot  from  the 
peasants. 

56.    In  isolated  cases  throughout  the  district  similar  evidence  is 

Averase  rents.  afforded  by  the  accounts  of   the  income  of 

vcr^gercn  ^^^     non-cukivating     proprietors.    I     have 

quoted  such  cases  when  discussing  the  assessments  of  the  different 
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eircles.  To  take  here  the  totals  for  the  district  as  a  whole— I  find 
that  in  1881-82  in  619  villages  1,35,183  acres,  or  nearly  a  seventh  of 
the  whole  cultivated  area  of  the  district,  paid  cash  rents  aggregating 
Rs.  341,368  and  averaging  Rs.  2-10  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be 
Rs.  1-5  or  exactly  the  incidence  of  the  new  assessment  on  the  cul- 
tivated area.    The  totals  for  the  different  tahsils  are  as  follows  :— 


TAftSIU 


)[>alwat 

Firozput 

Huh 

Gurgaon- 

Rewari 

Total 


Total  ftreft  pay* 
ins  rents  aot 
directly  depend- 
ent on  the  reve- 
nue rate. 


Toul  n 
paid. 


Acre. 
46,722 
26.964 
15,870 

19,363 
26,264 


1,35,183 


Rs. 
1,50.328 
84.275 
31,957 
34,641 
40.367 


3,4i»568 


Percentage 

of  total  culti- 

rated      area 

paying   such 

rentt. 


23 
16 

6 
10 
12 


14 


Avemgerent 
per  acre. 


Rs.  A. 

3  3 

3  2 

2  o 

«     13 
I      9 


10 


Average  inci- 
dence of  reveaoe 
on  cultivation  at 

Settlement 


Rs.    A. 
1        6 


7 
4 
3 

4 


The  small  area  paying  such  rents  in  the  Ndh  tahsil  is  due  to 
the  custom  more  prevalent  there  than  elsewhere  of  allowing  the 
tenants  to  cultivate  at  exactly  the  same  rates  as  the  proprietors. 
The  low  average  rent  in  Gurg&on  and  Rew&rf  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  land  irrigated  from  wells,  which  pays  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
assessment  of  those  tahsfls,  is  generally  held  by  the  proprietors  and 
occupancy-tenants,  and  it  is  the  very  inferior  sandy  soil  so  prevalent 
in  that  part  of  the  district  that  forms  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
paying  cash  rents.  It  was  in  those  tahsils  too  that  the  smallest  in* 
crease  of  assessment  was  taken,  while  in  the  Palwal  and  Firozpur 
tahsils  in  which  the  increase  taken  was  33  and  14  per  cent,  respectively 
the  average  incidence  Is  well  below  half  the  average  rent.  An 
examination  of  the  rent  returns  for  each  circle  seems  to  give  strong 
evidence  that,  except  possibly  in  tahsil  Rew&ri  and  the  west  of  tahsU 
Gurg&on,  the  assessment  is  below  half  the  net  profits  of  cultivation. 

57.    There  is  evidence  that  rents[in  kind  are  giving  place  to  cash 
Gmauiariseof  rent..  ««ts  and  that  the  latter  are  graduajly  rising. 

The  competition  rents  extracted  from  the 
Settlement  Record  apply  to  only  80,326  acres  in  274 
f'illages,  while  those  for  1881-82  refer  to  1,35,183  acres  in  619 
villages.  This  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the  omission  of 
Settlement  rents  from  the  calculation,  but  a  comparison  of  the 
figures  in  ^ome  individual  viilageis  has  shown  that  much  land 
entered  at  Settlement  as  paying  rent  in  kind,  now  paj^  rent 
in  cdsh,  and  that  much  land  which  then  paid  rent  varying  directly 
with  the  land- revenue  now  pays  a  lump  rent  or  one  fixed  without 
much  reference  to  the  assessment.  Thus  in  274  villages  at  Settlement 
(about  1^76),  80,326  acres  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  1,78,289,  and 
nv^raging  Rs.  2-4  fver  acre,  and  in   iZii-82  in  tht  same  villages 
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8 1,993  acres  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  2,01,042,  and  averaging 
Rs.  2-7.  This  increase  of  average  rent  is  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  circle  (Appendix  VIII),  but  is  more  marked  in  the  south-east  of 
the  district  than  in  the  Gurgaon  and  Rewdrf  tahsfls.  It  is  strange  to 
find  such  a  marked  and  general  rise  of  rents  coincident  with  a  loss 
of  population  and  cattle  and  a  decrease  in  cultivation,  but  no  doubt 
the  prevalent  high  prices  are  one  cause  of  it  and  the  introduction 
of  canal-irrigation  another.  It  has  been  brought  about  without  any 
great  number  of  ejectment  or  enhancement  suits,  which  shows  how 
strong  the  position  of  the  proprietors  is  in  this  district  as  against  the 
tenants.  The  state  of  things  disclosed  by  these  figures  forms  a 
remarkable  contrast  to  that  described  by  Mr.  M.  R.  Gubbins  in  his 
Settlement  Report  of  the  Ffrozpur  and  PunAhina  parganas,  dated 
1838  (Statistical  Account,  Appendix  G.,  §  42),  where  he  writes : 
"  Rent-rates  are  unknown  among  the  agricultural  classes,  who  hold 
that  the  owner  should  always  pay  a  higher  rate  than  the  non-proprie- 
tors. According  to  their  rdeas,  the  Government  land-tax  is  a  tax 
upon  the  land  owner,  and  any  one  who,  without  an  equal  interest  in 
the  soil,  relieves  him  of  a  portion  of  this  tax  is  entitled  to  indulgence 
in  his  rates  of  contribution,"  and  in  the  Settlement  Report  of  pargana 
T4oni  (Appendix  C,  §§  20-21),  dated  1837,  Mr.  John  Lawrence  writes : 
"  The  ryot  usually  cultivates  on  a  batdi  agreement  If  on  a  money 
rate,  it  is  generally  lower  than  that  which  the  biswahddr  himself 
pays.  The  hereditary  cultivator,  so  far  from  paying  rent,  often 
pays  less  revenue  than  a  biswahddr.  There  are  few  if  any  estates 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  where  the  zeminddrs  pay  their  revenue 
from  their  rent  realizations,  and  have  either  a  surplus  to  live  on,  or 
enjoy  their  peculiar  cultivation  free  of  tax.  In  fact,  land  does  not 
afford  a  rent."  This  can  hardly  be  said  of  any  part  of  the  district 
now. 

58.  The  large  area  sold  and  mortgaged  since  Settlement  is 
strong  evidence  that  the  assessment  at  all  events 
«a^iilSmo4S«.  '  left  »  P'-etty  wide  margin  of  net  profit  A 
great  increase  of  sale  and  mortgage  of  land  is 
not  a  proof  of  over-assessment,  but  of  a  light  assessment  too  rigidly 
collected.  If  the  land  is  assessed  too  high,  there  will  be  so  little 
margin  of  profit  that  it  will  be  worth  no  one's  while  to  buy  it  or 
take  it  on  mortgage,  while  if  the  assessment  be  low  enough  to  leave 
a  fair  profit,  capitalists  will  always  be  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  the  necessity  of  the  unthrifty  peasants  in  bad  seasons  to  get 
possession  of  their  land  with  all  its  burdens  and  wait  for  good  sea- 
sons to  recoup  them.  This  was  what  happened  in  1877-78  and  the 
following  years.  Within  the  six  years  since  Settlement,  3  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  district  has  been  sold,  and  5  per  cent, 
mortgaged,  about  |^th  of  this  having  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
money-lending  class  who  thus  rendered  themselves  liable  to  pay  the 
land-revenue  and  cesses  assessed  upon  it.  It  may  safely  be  assumed 
that  when  they  showed  themselves  so  eager  to  get  the  land  so  bur- 
dened into  their  hands,  they  calculated   th^t  it   would,  pay  all   it^ 
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burdens  and  give  them  a  fair  profit  besides  ;  and  that  the  village 
money-lenders,  who  have  the  best  opportunities  of  calculating  the 
profits  of  cultivation,  so  estimated  the  new  assessment  all  over 
the  district,  is  strong  evidence  that  it  really  left  a  considerable  mar- 
gin of  profit. 

59.     Taking  the  district  as  a  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  facts 
and  calculations  above  stated,  after  every  allow- 

piuffiU^^slmenL  ^"^^  '^  "^*^®»  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^*®  assessment  announ- 
ced by  Mr.  Channing  was  justified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  district  at  the  time,  and  was  well  below  the  aver- 
age half-net-profits  of  cultivation,  and  that  the  previous  fiscal  history 
of  the  district  gave  good  reason  for  believing  that  (in  the  words  of 
the  Government  of  India)  the  enhanced  assessment  was  one  which 
would  be  paid  without  undue  pressure  in  normal  years,  and  was 
fixed  at  a  rate  suflRciently  low  to  admit  of  relief  being  given  by  sus- 
pension rather  than  at  one  which  would  necessitate  remissions  in  the 
event  of  an  exceptional  failure  of  produce.  It  is  true  that  the 
assessment  has  proved  too  severe  for  the  district  during  the  years 
that  have  elapsed  since  Settlement,  but  it  would  have  been  un- 
reasonable for  the  Settlement  Ofllicer  to  allow  in  his  assessments  for 
such  an  unheard-of  series  of  bad  years  as  has  ensued,  for  nine  poor 
harvests  out  of  twelve,  for  a  drought  which  should  carry  off  a  third 
of  the  cattle,  and  be  followed  by  a  fever  which  should  reduce  the 
population  by  one-seventh  in  two  years  ;  and  even  now  it  would 
hardly  be  reasonable  in  assessing  to  allow  for  the  possible  recurrence 
of  such  a  series  of  bad  years  during  the  period  of  Settlement.  I 
am  also  of  opinion  that,  although  Mr.  Channing  made  some  mis- 
takes in  his  estimates  which  led  him  to  assess  some  villages  above 
hali  average  net  profits,  the  over-assessment  was  hardly  anywhere 
so  serious  as  really  to  cripple  the  village  or  make  it  difficult  for  it 
to  pay  the  assessment  in  a  series  of  ordinary  good  and  bad  years. 
Where  the  assessments  are  highest  with  reference  to  the  quality  of 
the  soil,  and  where  the  over-estimate  of  cultivation  was  most  serious, 
the  assessments  are  generally  a  reduction  on  the  former  demand, 
and  are  justified  by  the  previous  fiscal  history  of  the  tracts  referred 
to,  which  are  found  all  over  the  district,  but  especially  in  tahsil  Rc- 
wdrf.  Where  the  increase  was  greatest,  the  assessments  are  shown 
to  be  still  light  by  comparison  with  the  former  assessments  of  other 
villages,  and  by  the  prevalent  rent-rates  :  this  is  especially  the  case  in 
tahsil  Palwal.  I  am  however  of  opinion  that  while  Mr.  Channing 
under-estimated  somewhat  the  qualities  of  some  soils,  such  as  the 
good  loam  (narmot)  of  the  BAngJir,  and  the  moist  soil  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  Ffrozpur  valley,  he  over-estimated  the  value  of  the 
well-irrigation  in  the  south-east  of  the  district,  and  did  not  allow 
sufficiently  for  the  frequency  with  which  the  poorer  soils  fall  out  of 
cultivation  in  bad  years,  and  the  inferiority  of  the  produce  they  give 
in  ordinary  years;  he  may  also  have  in  some  cases  over-estimated  the 
area  naturally  flooded  :  and  these  over-estimates  have  led  him  to  assess 
some  villages  appreciably  higher  than  others,  and  somewhat  above 
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the  hatf-net-assets  standard.  I  think  too  that,  although  he  did  make 
great  allowance  for  large  increases,  it  would  in  some  cases  have  been 
expedient  not  to  raise  the  demand  suddenly  so  high  as  he  did.  Some 
villages  also  have  been  so  weakened  since  1877  by  loss  of  resources 
and  population  that  it  is  probable  they  will  not  for  a  considerable 
time  recover  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  pay  easily  the  amount  with 
which  they  were  fairly  assessed  in  1 877.  For  these  and  other  rea- 
sons, as  applied  to  the  circumstances  of  each  individual  village,  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  and  I  have  announced  reductions  of  assess- 
ment for  the  whole  term  of  Settlement  in  573  villages  amounting 
to  Rs.  50,689  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment  of  the  district. 
We  have,  in  accordance  with  our  instructions,  endeavoured  to  be 
liberal,  and  to  decide  every  reasonable  doubt  in  favour  of  th^  pea- 
sants. The  permanent  reductions  we  at  first  felt  justified  in  propo- 
sing were  much  fewer  and  smaller,  and  it  was  only  after  reconsider- 
ing our  first  proposals  in  the  direction  of  greater  liberality  that  we 
arrived  at  this  sum.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  assessments  thus 
reduced  would  have  been  easy  assessments  for  the  villages  in  their 
condition  of  1876,  and  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if 
the  seasons  for  the  next  seven  years  are  not  extraordinarily  bad  and 
the  villages  are  carefully  handled  in  the  meantime,  they  will,  after 
enjoying  the  further  reduction  of  assessment  now  granted  them  for 
that  period^  have  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  pay  these  assess- 
ments without  difficulty  and  without  remissions,  except  perhaps 
after  an  extraordinarily  bad  series  of  years,  such  as  it  would  not  be 
reasonable  to  allow  for  in  assessing. 

60.     I  now  proceed  to  give  in  detail    the  discussion    of  the   fi- 
gures and  results  for    each  assessment  circle 
««'S  Ic^"::^    separately    on  which  the  preceding  summary 
^^ly.  IS    founded.    This    necessarily     mvolves     a 

great  deal  of  repetition,  but  without  it,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  appreciate  the  force  of  the  facts  on  which  the 
preceding  argument  is  founded  ;  indeed,  that  can  hardly  be  done  with- 
out an  examination  of  the  facts  regarding  each  individual  village 
recorded  in  the  Village  Note-book.  In  order  to  show  to  what  extent 
effect  has  been  given  to  the  considerations  already  discussed,  and 
also  in  order  to  form  some  guide  to  future  assessing  officers,  I  hav/e 
in  each  assessment  circle  given  the  rates  at  which  the  reduce^ 
assessment  may  be  considered  as  being  distributable  over  the  soil- 
areas  returned  at  Settlement.  Why  I  have  preferred  to  keep  t|ie 
Settlement  areas  and  reduce  the  rates,  instead  of  keeping  the  rates 
and  making  rough  reductions  of  the  areas^  will  have  been  gathered 
from  the  previous  discussionof  the  over-estimates  of  the  cultivjated 
and  irrigated  areas.  Appendix  IX  shows  the  rates  now  deducible 
as  compared  with  those  used  by  M.r.  Channiug,  and  it  must  be  re- 
joaembered  that  from  the  nature  of  the  case  the  process  of  x:alculation 
has  been  reversed.  His  assessments  were  calculated  from  his  rates ; 
my  rates  are  deduced  from  the  assessments  as  aAUounced.  It  wUl 
he  noticed  that  J  hay^  ordinarily  reduced  the  rates  on  irrigated  lands 
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and  on  the  inferior  unirrigated  soils,  and  either  left  the  rates  on  the 
better  unirrigated  soils  as  before,  or  in  »  few  cases,  slightly  raised 
them. 

6i     (See'§,  124,  144  and  I54\     Taking  Chak  B&ngar  as  now 
1*  u^i  t>  1    I  i-v  1  «z       constituted,  the  jama   of  last   Settlement  was 
TahsaP«lwal:CluJtB4ii-     r^      154,210,    the  sanctioned    revenue-ratcs 
gave  an  assessment  of  Rs.  2,19,733,  and  the 
actual   total   assessment  of  1882-83,  including  mud/is  of  all  kinds  was 
Rs.  2,12,348,  an  increase  of  38  per  cent,  on   the   former  jama.     Of 
this  sum   Rs.   493   is   remitted  on  mu&fi  plots  and  jagirs,  Rs.  39800 
gardens  and  Rs.  1,372  on  protective  leases  for  wells;   Rs.   2,101    and 
Rs.  1,372  go  in  allowances  to  zaild&rs  and  ala  lambard&rs  respectively 
and  the  remainder  Rs.  2,06,612  is  the  amount    entered  in    the   sanc- 
tioned Revenue-Roll  for  1882-83.    To  justify  such  a  large  increase  in 
the  assessment  a  strong  case  must  be  made  out  for  the  lightness  of 
tfie  rates,  which  were  per  acre : — 

Ch4hi               •••  •«•  « 

Dahrt               •••  •••  • 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  ••• 

Magda             •••  ••• 

Bhur                •••  •••  • 

As  in  this  circle  a  very  large  area  is  held  by  tenants-at-will 
paying  cash  rents  we  have  a  tetter  guide  than  usual  to  the  propor* 
tion  which  the  assessment  bears  to  the  actual  net  profits,  and  I 
propose  first  to  examine  such  statistics  regarding  rents  as  are  avail- 
ble. 

Eight  of  the  villages  owned  by  the  Skinner  Estate  are  in   Chak 

R^itinChakBingar.  B^"??^'  P'^  jama  given  for  these  by  the 
sanctioned  assessment  rates  was  Rs.  15,081, 
the  jama  actually  announced  was  Rs.  15,762.  Half  the  average  gross 
rent-roll  for  the  five  years  ending  1876  would  have  given  Rs.  18,013, 
half  the  average  gross  rent-roll  for  the  five  years  ending  1882 
gives  Rs.  19,370,  and  half  the  actual  income  for  the  latter  period 
gives  Rs.  18,890  ;  so  that  the  jama  announced,  which  almost  coincides 
with  that  given  by  the  sanctioned  rates,  is  well  below  half  the  actual 
income  from  rents  of  these  villages.  From  the  statement  (Appen- 
dix VIII)  showing  the  rents  paid  by  the  tenants-at-will  as  given  in 
the  Settlement  Record  and  in  the  Patwari's  Annual  Papers  for  1881-83 
it  appears  that  in  the  latter  year  35,935  acres  or  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  area  of  the  Bangar  Chak  was  held  by  tenants-at-will  paying 
cash  rents  aggregating  Rs.  1,16,530,  and  averaging  Rs.  3-4  per  acre, 
half  of  which  would  be  Rs.  i-io  per  acre,  while  the  average  incidence 
of  the  revenue  on  the  area  cultivated  at  Settlement  was  only  Rs.  1-7 
per  acre  and  the  incidence  of  the  present  assessment  on  the  present 
cultivation  is  only  Rs.  1-8.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
land  held  by  tenants-nt-will  is  superior  in  quality  to  that  held  by 
owners  and  occupancy-tenants ;  ou  the  contrary,  in  the  large  Bhaiya- 
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chara    communities,  of  which  there    are  so  many  in  the  tract,  the 
cultivating  owners  and  long-established  occupancy-tenants  have  often 
the  best  lands  in  their  own  hands  and  leave  the  poorer  soils,   which 
were  last  brought  under  the  plough,  to  be  cultivated  by  tenants-at-will. 
Nor  can  it  be  said  that  rents  have  been  unduly  raised  by  competition, 
seeing  that  cultivation  has  fallen  off  by  6,ooo  acres  and  the  difficulty  in 
many  villages  has  been  to  get  the  land  cultivated.     It  is  to  be  remem« 
bered    also  that  the  above  totals  include   many  low  rents  fixed  by 
custom  and  not  directly  determined   by  competition,  and  if  we   take 
the  villages  in  which  the  rents  are  highest  and  therefore  more  likely 
to  be  true  competition  rents,  it  appears  that  in  28  of  the  138  villages 
of  the  chak  9,355  acres  last  year  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  39,764, 
and  averaging  Rs,  4-4  per  acre  or  nearly  three  times  the  incidence 
of  Rs.  1-8  per  acre  on   present  cultivation.     To  prevent   misappre- 
hension it   may  be  noted  that  these  rents  are  the  actual  rents  paid- 
by  the  tenant  to  the  landlord  for  the  use   of  the    land    over  and 
above  (in  the  case  of  canal-irrigated   land)  all  canal  dues  including 
owner's  rate,  which  are  paid  by  the  tenant  in  addition  to  these  rents. 
According  to   the  patwaifs'   returns,   which  are    admitted    by    the 
owners    to  be    approximately  correct  on  this   point,    these   were 
the  rents  agreed  upon  between  landlord  aud  tenant,  and  the  amount 
of  rent  in  arrear  was  (except  in  a  few  villages)  only  a  small  fraction 
of  the   whole   demand.     That   the    high  rents  are  not  confined  to  a 
few  villages  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  the  93  villages  in  which  such 
rents  are   found,    in  no  less  than  61  is  the  average  rent  rate  of  the 
village  double  or  more   than   double   the   average   incidence   of  the 
revenue   on   the   total   cultivated   area  of  the  village  at  Settlement 
It  is  interesting  also  to  notice  the   general  rise  of  rents   which   has 
taken  place  since  Settlement.     The  abstract  (Appendix  VIII),  made 
from  the  Settlement  Record  (which   represents   the   state   of  things 
at  attestation  about  1875-76)  of  the  rents  then  paid  by  tenants-at-will 
shows  that  at  that  time  26,128  acres  in  41  villages  paid  rents   aggre- 
gating  Rs.  74,687   and   averaging  Rs.  2-13   per  acre,   and  now  (in 
1881-82)  in  the  same  villages  23,627  acres  pay  Rs.  80,870,  averaging 
Rs,    3-6  per   acre.     That  the  rise  has  been  general  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  in  32  of  the  41  villages  the  average  rent-rate  now  is  higher 
than  it  was  at  Settlement.     In  the  Skinner  Estate  villages   the  rise 
has  been   made   in   a  curiously  mechanical  way.     For  a  number  of 
years  the  rents  on  each  class  of  land  have  been   steadily  raised   by 
half  an   anna  per  bigha  per  annum,  there  being  three  different  rates 
for  Chahf,  Nahri,  and  Barani  respectively,  but   no  distinction   made 
between  different  qualities  of  soil  or  (with  few  exceptions)  between 
different  villages.     1  believe  that  this  gradual  increase  of  rent  has 
been   stopped  this   year  by  the  Manager.    The  general  rates  on  the 
Skinner  Estate  now  are  per  acre:— B4r£ni  Rs.  3-8 ;  Nahri  (besides all 
canal  dues)  Rs.  4-11  ;  and  Chahi  Rs.  5  per  acre. 

(See  §  144  and  154).  As  only  11  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area 

of   the    Bangar    chak  was    assessed  as  irri- 

Comparison    of   Assess-    gated,  and  as  84    per  cent,    of    the    culti- 

mentiates.  ^^^.^^    consists    of   Chiknot  and     Narmot, 
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by  far  the  mo^t  important  rate  is  that  assessed  on  unirrlgated  Chik- 
not  and  Narmot,  which  was  in  this  circle  Re.  i-6  per  acre.  The  same 
soil  in  the  Bangar  chak  of  tahsil  Ballabgarh  which  adjoins  this 
tract  to  the  north  was  assessed  by  the  Settlement  Officer  of  Delhi  at 
Rs.  1-8  per  acre  under  the  names  of  Dakar  and  Rausli  (Delhi  Report, 
§  228)  and  in  the  Bangar  chak  of  tahsil  Kosi  which  adjoins  it  to 
the  south  the  same  soil  under  the  name  of  dry  outlying  loam,  which 
comprises  half  the  cultivation  of  that  chak,  was  assessed  by  the 
Settlement  Officer  of  Mathra  at  Rs.  2  (Report,  p.  236).  Thus  Mr* 
Channing's  rate  on  the  soil  which  is  the  characteristic  soil  of  all 
three  tracts,  was  below  the  Delhi  rate  and  much  below  the  Mathra 
rate.  He  had  himself  originally  intended  to  propose  a  rate  of  Rs.  i-8. 
(Printed  Assessment  Papers,  p.  6g),  and  this  would  have  been  justified 
by  the  rent  rates  now  prevailing  and  supported  by  the  rates  adopted 
both  to  the  north  and  to  the  south.  The  Palwal  rate  on  B/tir  of 
14  annas  per  acre  may  be  compared  with  the  rate  of  14  annas 
on  BMr  in  Ballabgarh,  and  of  Rs.  1-4  and  10  annas  (average  Re.  i) 
on  indifferent  and  bad  BAiir  in  Kosi.  The  Palwal  rate  of  Re.  i-3 
on  Magdd  would  probably  in  Ballabgarh  have  been  applied  to  the 
poorer  RausU  there  assessed  at  Re.  1-8,  and  perhaps  to  the  better  Bhir 
there  assessed  at  14  annas,  and  in  Kosi  may  be  compared  with  the 
rate  of  Re.  i-io  on  fair  outlying  J?Ajfr.  The  ChAhi  rate  of  Rs.  2-12  in 
Palwal  cannot  fairly  be  compared  with  that  of  Rs.  3  in  Ballabgarh,  for 
in  the  latter  tahsil  the  Chahi  rate  appears  to  have  been  applied  only 
to  the  land  actually  irrigated  during  the  year  of  measurements,  while 
in  Palwal  it  was  applied  to  the  area  estimated  as  irrigable  in  one  year, 
whether  found  actually  irrigated  or  not.  But  in  Kosi  the  same  rule 
was  followed  as  in  Palwal,  and  the  rates  on  Ch4hi  land  varied  from 
Rs.  4-8  to  Rs.  i-io  per  acre  and  averaged  Rs.  2-10  per  acre.  The 
rates  then  in  the  three  B&ngar  chaks  may  be  compared  as  follows  :— 

jPahoaL  Baliabgarh,  Kosu 

Rs.  Rs.  Rs. 

Irrigable  from  wells  ^Chahi)  2-12  Actually  irrigated  3-0  Irrigable  (average)  2-ia 
Good  Loam  (Chiknot  and 

Narmot)  •••    1-6    Loam  (Rausli)...  1-8  Outlying  Loam  ...  2-0 

Inferior  loam  (Magda)     ...     1-3  Fair  Bhur  ...    i-ia 

Sandy  soil  (Bhur)  ...0-14    Bhur  ••.0-14  Indifferent  and  bad 

Bhur  (average)      i-a 

In  Palwal  the  Settlement  Officer  assessed  3>^  per  cent,  below 
circle-rates  ;  in  Ballabgarh  the  assessment  was  2  per  cent,  below  rates  ; 
and  in  Kosi  2j4  per  cent,  below  rates.  In  Palwal  the  increase  of 
assessment  was  38  per  cent. ;  in  Ballabgarh  16  per  cent. ;  and  in 
Kosi  II  per  cent.  In  Palwal  the  average  rainfall  is  26 
inches ;  in  Ballabgarh  24 ;  in  Kosi  28.  In  Palwal  the  area 
irrigable  from  wells  is  1 1  per  cent,  in  Ballabgarh  the  area 
irrigated  was  14  per  cent  and  in  Kosi  the  irrigable  area  was  26 
per  cent,  of  the  cultivation.  In  Palwal  the  average  incidence  of  the 
assessment  on  cultivation  is  Re.  1-7  ;  in  Ballabgarh  Rs.  1-9  ;  and  in 
Kosf  Rs.  2.    Taking  all  these  facts  into  consideration  it  may  safely 
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be  said'  that  the  Palwal  Bangar  is  assessed  much  more  lightly  than 
the  Kos{  Bingar  to  the  southland  at  least  as  lightly  as  the  Ballabgarh 
B&Dgar  to  the  north. 

While  however  the  prevailing  rent  rates  and  the  assessments  of 

neighbouring   tracts  afford   strong    evidence 

^Indication,  of  OTei-aM€».    ^^^^  ^^e  assessment  of  the  Palwal  Bangar  is 

a  light  one,  there  are  indications  that  the 
Settlement  Officer  over-estimated  in  some  respects  the  resources  of 
the  tract.  Thus  of  the  total  assessable  area  165,845  acres  he  assess- 
ed as  cultivated  151,104  acres,  or  91  per  cent.,  while  the  area  actually 
sown  last  year  (1881-82)  was  only  142494  acres,  and  this  year 
145,144.  Although  it  is  certain  that  the  area  sown  last  year  and  this 
year  is  less  than  the  area  sown  in  ordinary  years,  yet  probably  some 
of  the  inferior  soil  now  out  of  cultivation  is  really  only  cultivated  in 
good  years,  and  more  allowance  should  have  been  made  for  this, 
either  by  leaving  some  of  it  unassessed  or  by  reducing  the  rate  on  BAir. 
A  rough  allowance  may  be  made  for  this  by  deducting  3,000  acres  of 
SAiir  at  14  annas  per  acre,  or  Rs.  2,625,  from  the  circle-rate  jami. 
Again  the  Settlement  Officer  applied  his  high  Chahf  rate  not  to  the 
area  ordinarily  irrigated  from  wells,  as  was  done  in  Ballabgarh,  but 
to  the  area  estimated  as  irrigable  in  one  year  if  the  wells  were  all 
working,  as  was  done  in  Kosf.  The  total  area  assessed  as  Ch&hi  was 
thus  13,728  acres,  while  the  area  actually  irrigated  in  the  year  of 
measurements  (about  1874)  was  only  8,096,  last  year  5,875,  and  this 
year  5,057  acres.  It  is  true  that  the  year  of  measurements  was  a 
year  of  exceptionally  favourable  rainfall,  and  that  the  falling  off  inr 
Irrigation  from  wells  is  partly  due  to  temporary  loss  of  resources 
and  chiefly  to  the  extension  of  irrrigation  from  the  canal,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  area  assessed  was  much  above  the  average 
area  irrigated,  and  the  rate  is  much  too  high  to  be  applied  with  safety 
to  a  larger  area  than  is  actually  irrigated  on  an  average  of  years  ; 
indeed,  although  it  is  little  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  in 
Kosf  and  less  than  that  in  Ballabgarh,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  is  too  high  as  compared  with  the  rate  on  unirrigated  Narmot  evenr 
when  applied  only  to  the  area  irrigated  on  an  average  of  years,  aa 
the  difference  between  the  produce  of  irrigated  aud  unirrigated  Nar^ 
mot  is  perhaps  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the  extra  labour  of  work* 
ing  the  well  and  the  interest  on  the  capital  expended  in  sinking  it 
It  seems  sufficient  however  to  allow  a  reduction  on  this  account  of 
5,000  acres  at  Re.  1-6,  the  difference  between  the  rates  on  Chihl  and 
unirrigated  Narmof^  or  Rs.  6,875.  If  then  the  other  rates  be 
left  as  they  stand,  and  deductions  of  Rs.  9,625  and  Rs.  6,875  made 
for  the  over-estimates  of  cultivated  and  irrigated  areas,  the  revenue 
rate  jama  is  reduced  from  Rs.  2,19,733  to  Rs.  2,10,233  as  against 
tiie  actual  jama  of  Rs.  2,12,348  ;  so  that  even  making  liberal  allow- 
ance for  these  over-estimates  we  find  the  actual  jama  only  i  per  cent 
in  excess  of  the  amended  estimate. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  permanent  resources  of  the  tract  have 
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.      .    ,        .         ,     been  vastly  improved  since  Settlement  by  the 
irrfSL!  introduction  of  the  Agra    Canal,  which  at 

Settlement  measurements  practically  had.  not 
commenced  to  irrigate,  and  this  year  (1882-83)    irrigated  24,373 
acres,  or  16  percent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  tract.     This  much 
more  than  compensates  for  the  over-estimate  of  the  Chahf  area,  and 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  when  land  assessed  at  Settlement  as 
Chdhl  is  irrigated  from  the  canal,  owner's  rate  is  not  charged.   When 
It  is  found  how  much  the  introduction  of  canal-irrigation  raises  rents, 
for  instance  in  the  Skinner  Estate,  where  without  the  expenditure  of  a 
single  rupee,  the  landlord  is  able  to  exact  from  his  tenant,  besides 
all  canal  dues  including  owner's  rate,  a  rent  of  Rs.  4-1 1  per  acre  on 
canal-irrigated   land  instead  of  the  unirrigated  rent  of  Rs.  3-8,  it 
might  fairly   be   argued   that  besides  the  owner's  rate,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  Government  share  of  the  increase  of  half  net  profits, 
the  land  revenue  assessment  might  also  be  somewhat  raised  in  consi- 
deration of  this  "  unearned  increment."    According  to  theory,  the 
canal-irrigated  lands  in  Rohtak  and   Dehli  were  to  have  been  assess- 
ed at  dry  rates,  but  it   was  found   necessary  in   practice  to  assess 
many  of  them  at  higher  rates   (Rohtak  Report,   §  105,  and  Dehli 
Report,  §  259  and  264;.  In  his  orders  on  the  Panf pat  Assessment  Report, 
§  26,  the  Financial  Commissioner,  while  it  seemed  to  him  that  Rs.  2 
per  acre  was  too  high  a  rate  for  lands   irrigated   from   the   canal  in 
their  non-irrigated  aspect  (the  usual  rate  on  unirrigated  land  being 
Ke.  1-6),  if  one  could   imagine  the  canal  entirely  absent   and  the 
water  level  of  the  district  sunk  to  its  original  depth,  did  not  "  consi- 
der Rs.  2  per  acre  too  high  a  rate  for  individual  fields,  or  for  a  large 
area  surrounded  by  canal  cuts  which  might  cease  to  be  irrigated  by 
canal-water,  whilst  it  would  be  benefiting  by  the  presence  of  water 
on  the  surface  of  all  the  surrounding  fields  and  by  water-cuts  pass- 
ing along  the  margins  of  the  fields  which   might   refuse  to   irrigate 
from  the  canal."    At  all  events  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
letting  value  of  an  estate  is  much  improved  by  a  canal  being  brought 
within  reach,  and  the  land   revenue  of  such  an  estate  might  fairly 
be  increased  on  that  ground  alone,  just  as  an  estate  with  the  spring 
water  level  near  the  surface  may  fairly  be   assessed  higher  than  one 
which  has  a  deeper  water-level.   Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  the 
general  introduction  of  irrigation  from  the  Agra  Canal  has  improved 
the  power  of  this  tract  to  pay  its  ordinary  land  revenue  assessment 

To  sum  up  then,  even  if  a  liberal  allowance  be  made  for  the 
over-estimate  of  the  cultivated  and  irrigated 
V^T^^Jn^  areas,  the  actual  jama  is  only  J  per  cent  in- 
excess  of  the  amended  estimate  given  by  the 
circle  rates,  and  is  much  less  than  would  be  given  by  the  Kos{  rates^. 
and  probably  less  than  would  be  given  by  those  used  in  Ballabgarh. 
The  introduction  of  the  Agri  Canal  has  greatly  improved  the  revenue- 
paying  power  of  the  tract,  and  above  all  the  cash-rents  paid  by  a 
fourth  of  the  cultivated  area  would,  taken  by  themselves,  have  justi- 
fied   much    higher   rate?   and  a  much   higher  assessment  than  was 
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actually  imposed,  and  even  allowing  for  the  great  increase  of  38  per 
cent,  the  assessment  of  the  tract  taken  as  a  whole  is  decidedly  light. 

But  while  no  sufficient  reason  can  be  given  for    the  reduction  of 
.  the  assessment  of  Chak    Bingar  considered 

temofSm^cnt  fs  a  whole,  there  are  some  individual   villages 

in  which  the  over-estimate  of  cultivation  or 
Irrigation  or  the  increase  of  assessment  has  been  so  serious  that, 
coupled  with  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  proprietors,  it  has  been 
thought  sufficient  reason  for  the  reduction  of  the  assessment  for  the 
whole  term  of  Settlement  In  many  of  those  cases  it  might  perhaps 
be  argued  that  while  the  cultivation  or  irrigation  was  over-estimated, 
still  the  assessment  of  the  village  considered  as  a  whole  is  by  no 
means  excessive ;  but  the  Deputy  Commissioner  and  I,  in  our  anxiety 
to  give  the  benefit  of  all  reasonable  doubt  to  the  peasants,  have  in  such 
cases  generally  accepted  Mr.  Channing's  estimate  of  the  village  in 
other  particulars,  and  granted  a  reduction  in  consideration  of  his  over- 
estimate of  the  cultivated  or  irrigated  area.  The  reasons  for  the 
reduction  are  recorded  in  each  case  in  the  Village  Note-Book.  They 
generally  are  that  the  irrigation  was  over-estimated  ;  that  the  rate  on 
bhiir  is  too  high  or  (which  is  much  the  same  thing)  that  the  cultivated 
area  was  over-estimated  ;  that  the  increase  was  too  great;  or  that  the 
assessment  as  compared  with  that  at  circle-rates  and  that  of  neigh- 
bouring villages  was  too  high,  especially  where  the  village  had  been 
as.sessed  as  a  strong  village  and  is  now  weakened.  Reductions  for 
term  of  Settlement  have  been  granted  in  22  of  the  138  villages  of 
the  circle,  and  amount  to  a  reduction  of  the  total  jama  from  Rs. 
2,12,348  to  Rs.  2,08,723,  le,y  by  Rs.  3,625  or  17  percent  The  reduced 
jania  is  distributed  as  follows: — 

Remitted  on  jigfrs  and  mudff  plots  ...  Rs.  489 

„             gardens...                 ...  ...  „  398 

„            well-leases                ...  ...  „  1,329 

Zaildar's  allowances ...                 ...  ...  „  2,066 

A 14  Lambardir's  allowances       ...  ...  „  1,342 

Realisable  as  land-revenue         ...  •••  „  2,03,099 


Total        ...  2,08,723 
The  amended  assessment  rates  may  be  taken  as  follows,  applied 
to  the  areas  recorded  at  Settlement  as  cultivated  and  irrigated. 

Area  in  acres.  Rate  per  acre.        Jama. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

ChAhi  (including 
Dahrf 

irrigable) 

••• 

•••     14,313 
57) 

2-2 

3041 S 

Chiknot 
Narmot 

•  •• 
••• 

...      4.047  j- 
...1,12,057  J 

1-6 

1,59.722 

Magdd 
Bhiir  ... 

... 
••• 

...      7.251 

1-2 
0-8 

14,934 
3.62s 

Total 

...  1,51,000 

2,08,696 
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This  is  a  sufficiently  close  approximation  to  the  actual  jama  of 
Rs.  2,08,723.  (The  detail  of  Bdr^ni  areas  is  not  quite  exact,  but  very 
nearly  so). 

The  area  under  cultivation  which  was  returned  at  Settlement  as 

n  ,    ,.       ,  1,51,104  acres  was  found  last  year    (1881-82) 

Redaction  of  resources.         .   *',        ^1  ^  j     -.u-  >  00     « 

to  be  only  1,42,494,  and    this  year  (1882-83) 

1,45,144  acres,    so  that  4  per  cent  is  out  of  cultivation.     Probably, 
however,     the     area      returned     at     Settlement      was     somewhat 
over-estimated,  and  the  land  out  of  cultivation  is  mostly  inferior  soil, 
as  that   the    actual    decrease    in    productive    power    due    to    land 
falling     wholly     out      of     cultivation       is     not     so     much     as 
4  per  cent. ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  decrease    in    production    is 
much  more  than  this,   for    in   many  villages  owing  to  the  want  of 
men    and    cattle    the    cultivation  is  much  less  careful  and  thorough 
than  before.     Again  the  area  actually  irrigated  from   wells,  which   at 
Settlement  was  8,096  acres,  was  only  5,875  acres  last  year  and  5,057 
this  year  (1882-83),  a  decrease  of  3,039  or  37  per  cent.     Much  of  this 
decrease   is  due  to  the   introduction    of   canal-irrigation  which  has 
greatly  supplanted  well-irrigation,  but  much  of  it  is  also   due  to    the 
loss  of  men   and  cattle  required  to  work  the  wells.     In  villages  near 
the  canal  too,  all  the  kachchd  wells  and  some  of  the /a^>&a  wells  have 
owing  to  the  rise  in  the  water-level  fallen  in  and  become  useless.  (See 
also  Mathri  Settlement  Report  p.  13).     In  many  villages  Mr.   Chan- 
ning  made  some  allowance  for  this  effect  of  the  canal  and  assessed 
land  irrigated  from  kachchd  wells  at  dry  rates,  and  this  is  chiefly  the 
reason  why  I  have  shown  only  13,728  acres  as  assessed  atchihi  rates, 
while  the  printed  Statement  E  shows  14,313.    Again,  the   population 
of  the   tract,  which  in  1868  was  1,14,189,  was  in  1881  only  1,07,154, 
and  is  now  returned  at  1,00,225  ;  but  for  the  reasons  given  in  §  6  it 
is  probably   much  the  same  now  as  in  1881.     The  decrease  of  6  per 
cent,  between  1868  and  1881  was,  no  doubt,  almost  wholly  due   to 
the   fever  epidemic  of  1878  and  1879,  which  raged  with  great  vehe- 
mence in   this  tract,  aud  in   many  villages  carried   off  nearly     a 
fourth  of  the  inhabitants.     Plough-cattle  which  at  Settlement  were 
returned  at  18,300  are  now  given  at  12463,  a  falling-off  of  one-third, 
and  after  making  full   allowance  for  over-estimate  '  then   and    con- 
cealment now,  there    is   no  doubt  that    a  great    decrease  in   the 
number  of  plough-cattle  has  taken   place.      The  present  number 
gives  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every  23  acres,  while  at  Settlement  there 
was  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every    16  acres  ;  in  Kosi  (Mathra  Report, 
p.  233)  the  area  cultivated  per  plough  is   17  acres  ;    so  that  the 
number  now  in  the  tract  is  not  nearly  up  to  the  number  required 
to  keep  up  the  normal  standard   of  cultivation  over  so  large  an  area. 
Since  Settlement  2,379  acres  or  i^  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  has 
changed  hands  by  sale,  and  while    at  measurements  about  1874  only 
3.603  acres  or  little  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  the  area    were    returned 
as  under    mortgage,    now    the    area    under  mortgage  is  returned  as 
20,106  acres  or  13  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  ;  13,252  acres 
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or  9  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  being  actually  recorded  in  the  revenue 
papers  as  under  mortgage  and  the  rest  privately  mortgaged  ;  about 
one-half  of  the  mortgaged  area  however  (9,635  acres)  is  mortgaged 
to  members  of  the  same  village  proprietary  body.  Still  it  is  sufficiently 
serious  that  10,471  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  area 
of  the  tract  should  be  mortgaged  to  outsiders.  On  the  other  hand 
canal-irrigation  has  greatly  developed  during  the  last  six  years. 
Last  year  ^  188 1-82)  23,517  acres  and  this  year  24,373  acres  or  about 
16  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  were  irrigated  from  the  Agra 
Canal,  and  this  has  been  a  great  help  to  the  villages  in  saving  them  from 
the  effects  of  the  drought,  and  enabling  them  to  pay  their  enhanced 
assessments  in  the  bad  seasons.  It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that  some 
part  of  the  great  mortality  from  fever  which  affected  the  tract  in 
1878-79  was  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  canal  into  a  tract  hitherto 
very  dry,  and  as  already  observed,  in  many  villages  the  canal  has,  by 
raising  the  water-level,  caused  the  wells  to  fall  in.  The  Deputy 
Commissioner  and  I  have  taken  into  consideration  all  these  facts  as 
they  are  shown  in  individual  villages,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  in- 
crease in  those  villages  in  which  the  rise  of  assessment  was  great  and 
sudden,  and  the  appearance  of  the  villages,  many  of  which,  such 
as  the  J&t  village  of  Bhidiiki,  the  Path&n  village  of  Seoli,  and  the 
Mughal  village  of  Khajiirki,  present  a  lamentably  ruined  and  desert- 
ed appearance,  and  have  proposed  and  announced  reductions  of 
assessment  for  a  period  of  seven  years  in  66  of  the  138  villages  of  the 
tract.  If  no  such  temporary  reductions  had  been  given  the  amount 
on  the  land-revenue  roll  for  1883-84  would  have  been  Rs.  2,03,099 
(See  appendix  II) ;  the  reductions  granted  would  amount  to 
Rs.  16,039,  but  of  this  Bs.  1,589  will  be  realised  from  outsider  mort- 
gagees and  the  actual  reduction  is  only  Rs.  14450  or  7  per  cent 
This  temporary  reduction,  combined  with  the  permanent  reduction 
of  17  per  cent,  reduces  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  2,06,612  in  1882-83 
to  Rs.  1,88,649  in  1883-84,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  I7,9i53  or  «4  per  cent. 
We  have  also  recommended  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to 
Rs.  18,798  or  9  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(2.)  (See  {§  125.  148,157).  Of  the  12  villages  in  Chak  Kh&dar 
the  jama  of  last  Settlement  was  Rs.  8,906,  the 

Khiliw.  •  sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave  Rs.  13,072,  and  the 

actual  total  assessment  of  1882-83  was  Rs.  12,029, 

an  increase  of  35  per  cent,  on  the  former  assessment  (the  differences 

from  the  figures    in    Statement  E  are  due   chiefly  to   alluvion  and 

diluvion). 

The  sanctioned  rates  were — Chahi  Rs.  2-8  per  acre 
Unirrigated  1-6  per  acre. 

The  Chahi  area  is  little  more  than  one-seventh  of  the  whole,  so 
that  the  unirrigated  rate  is  the  important  one.  The  comparison  with 
the  assessment  rates  on  the  similar  Khadar  lands  to  the  north  (Dellii 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i  103  ) 

Settlement  Report,  §  228)  and  south  (Mathri  Report  p  236)  is  as 
follows : — 


Palwal. 

Ballabgarh. 

Kost 

Soil 

Rs. 

Soil. 

Rs. 

Soil. 

Rs. 

Chihf 
Unirrigated  ... 

2    8 
1    6 

CMM 
Loam 
Bhur 

2   12 
I     6 

0  14 

Best  outlying  lands 
Ordinary  oudying  lands... 
Bhur 

2    8 

JZ    0 

I    0 

The  rates  then  are  not  higher  than  in  the  two  neighbouring 
districts.  Turning  to  the  evidence  given  by  rents  we  find  that  in  8 
of  the  12  villages  in  1881-82, 1,925  acres  held  by  cash-paying  tenants- 
at-will,  or  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  paid  rents 
averaging  Rs.  3*3  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be  Re.  1-9  against  the 
average  incident  of  revenue  on  cultivation  at  Settlement  of  Rs.  1-7. 
Here  too  we  find  proof  that  rents  have  risen,  for  in  four  villages  at 
Settlement  the  average  rent-rate  was  Rs.  2-8  per  acre  and  now  in  those 
same  villages  it  is  Rs.  2-15.  In  6  of  the  12  villages  the  average  rent-rate 
Is  more  than  double  the  incidence  of  the  revenue  on  the  cultivation 
at  Settlement.  So  far  then  the  rates  seem  decidedly  light.  But  the 
area  assessed  as  irrigable  from  wells  was  1,191  acres,  while  the  area 
actually  irrigated  was  at  Settlement  measurements  only  1,047  acres, 
last  year  595,  and  this  year  554  acres,  and  again  the  area  assessed  as 
-cultivated  was  8,379  acres,  while  last  year  only  6,874  acres,  and  this 
year  6,907  acres  were  cultivated.  Much  of  this  falling  off  is  no  doubt 
due  to  temporary  causes,  such  as  a  failure  of  the  Jamn4  floods,  but 
..probably  the  areas  assessed  were  above  the  average  areas  irrigated 
and  cultivated,  and  possibly  the  Jamn4  floods  have  been  permanently 
-reduced  by  the  opening  of  the  A^ra  Canal.  Again,  all  the  Khadar 
cultivated  land  was  classified  as  narmot  though  some  of  it  is  bhur 
•of  an  inferior  quality,  and  yet  it  must  be  noted  that  even  such  bhur 
when  inundated  produces  fair  crops.  If  an  allowance  for  these  facts 
be  made  by  reducing  for  excess  estimate  of  Ch4hi  300  acres  at  R.  1-2 
.and  for  excess  estimate  of  cultivation  500  acres  at  Re.  1-6,  this  re- 
duces the  revenue-rate  estimate  by  Rs.  1,025  from  Rs.  13,072  to 
Rs,  12,047,  while  the  actual  jama  is  Rs.  12,029.  There  are  also 
3,244  acres  of  culturable  laud  left  unassessed.  So  that  even  making 
a  liberal  allowance  for  over-estimates,  the  circle  as  a  whole  would 
seem  to  be  lightly  assessed,  especially  considering  the  prevalent  high 
cash-rents.  In  four  villages  however,  in  which  the  increase  of  assess- 
ment was  great  or  there  seemed  doubt  as  to  whether  the  resources 
had  not  been  over-estimated,  we  have  granted  reductions  of  jama  for 
Settlement  amounting  to  Rs.  786,  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  total  assess- 
ment, which  is  thus  reduced  from   Rs.   12,029  to  Rs.  11,240.    The 
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revenue-fates  may  now  be  considered  to  be  as  follows  on  the  areas 
returned  at  Settlement. 

ChaU  •••     1,191  acres  @  Rs.  2-0     =     Bs.    2,382 

Unirrigated      ...    7,188      „      „    „     1-4     =      „      8,985 

Total     Rs.  11,367 
which  gives  a  sufficiently  approximate  result 

The  tract  has  suffered  greatly  since  Settlement  ;  cultivation  has 

^^  ,  ^. . ,  fallen  off  from  8,379  acres  to  6,874    l^ist  year 

^^ChakKhidar-temporary    ^^^^  g^^^  ^j^j^  ^^^^^  ^  decrease  of  18  per  cent ; 

actual  irrigation  has  fallen  off  from  1,047 
acres  to  595  and  554  or  little  more  than  half  what  it  was  eight  years 
ago;  population  from  6,295  in  1868  to  5,847  in  1881  and  5,736  now, 
and  plough-cattle  from  1,574  to  1,054  or  by  one-third ;  while  29 
acres  have  been  sold,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement 
amounted  to  675  acres,  or  8  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area,  now 
amounts  to  2,168  acres  or  26  per  cent,  of  the  area.  Almost  all  this 
mortgage  is  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of 
it  is  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  not  members  of  the  village  pro- 
prietary body.  In  the  eight  villages  in  which  these  signs  of  reduc- 
tion of  resources  are  most  marked,  or  the  increase  of  jama  was  greatest 
we  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  which  would  have  amouuted 
to  Rs.  1,142,  but  of  this  Rs.  178  is  due  from  mortgagees,  and  the 
actual  reduction  of  the  revenue-roll,  including  the  permanent  re- 
ductions, is  from  Rs.  11,770  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,037  in  1883-84,  that 
is,  by  Rs.  1,733  or  15  per  cent  The  remissions  proposed  for  kharif 
1882  amount  to  Rs.  347. 

(3)     (See  §  §  124,150,158).  There  are  15  villages  in  Chak  Khadar 
xrvxj      T>i  Bangar  ;     their     former     assessment     was 

peSSJ^tTcUo^llT^  Rs.  22.837,  the  sanctioned  rates  would  have 
given  Rs.  30,501,  and  the  actual  assessment 
is  Rs.  30498,  an  increase  of  33  per  cent  The  rates  here 
applied  were  the  same  as  those  applied  in  the  Bingar  and  Khddar 
circles  and  the  same  comparisons  hold  good ;  only  here  the 
assessment  is  fully  up  to  the  revenue-rate  estimate.  Turning  to 
the  evidence  given  by  the  rents  we  find  that  in  12  villages  in  1881-82 
7,240  acres  (more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  cultivated  area  of  the 
chak)  paid  cash-rents  aggregating  Rs.  24,285  and  averaging  Rs.  3-6 
per  acre,  half  of  which  would  give  Rs.  i-ii  per  acre  against  the  inci- 
dence of  Rs.  1-8  per  acre  of  assessment  on  cultivation  at  Settlement 
Rents  here  too  have  risen  and  the  average  rent  per  acre  in  8  villages 
has  increased  from  Rs,  3-2  at  Settlement  to  Rs.  3-6  in  1881- 
82.  The  Chahf  area  was  overestimated,  for  2,970  acres  were 
assessed  as  irrigable  while  only  1,693  acres  were  actually  ir- 
irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,467  last  year,  and  1,392  this  year  ;  the 
cultivated  area  also  may  have  been  over-estimated,  for  20,513  acres 
were  assessed  as  cultivated  while  only  17,485  acres  were  cultivated 
last  year  and  17469  this  year.    On  the  other  hand  there  were  2,849 
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acres  of  culturable  land  left  out  of  the  revenue-rate  estimate,  and 
canal-irrigation  has  developed  so  that  last  year  1,939  acres  were 
irrigated  from  the  canal  and  this  year  1,687  acres  or  a  tenth  of  the 

^  whole  cultivated   area.    To  sum  up  then,  considering  especially  the 

high  rates  of  rent,  the  higher  rates  of  assessment  in  neighbouring 
districts  and  the  introduction  of   canal-irrigation,  it   seems  that   the 

I  assessment  of  Chak  Khfidar  Bdngar  taken  as    a  whole  is  not  too 

!  severe.    As  however  the  increase    in  some  villages  was  great,  and 

there  seems  reason  for  the  doubt  that   in   some    the  resources  may 

i  have  been  over-estimated,  we  have  granted  reduction  for  the    term 

of  Settlement  in  8  of  the  15  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  1,261  or  4  per 
cent.,  which  reduces  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  30498  to  Bs.  29,237. 
This  latter  sum  may  be  considered  as  falling  at  the  following  revenue- 
rates  on  the  area  returned  at  Settlement. 


Chdhi ...               •••    2,970    acres 

® 

Rs 

.  2-4   «   Rs.     6.982 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  12.726      „ 

n 

»» 

1-7   «    „     18,294 

Magdi ...               •••    2.476      », 

n 

»t 

1-2    -   .„       2,785 

Bhur     ...               •••    2,409      M 

t» 

n 

10  «     ,,        1,506 

Total       29,267 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  20,513  acres   at  Settlement  to 
17,48s   last  year  (1881-82)   and    17,469  this 
t^r^r^::^^''    y^^f'  ^  decrease  Of  15  per  cent.  Irrigation  from 
*^      '  wells  shows  a  decrease  from  1,693    acres   at 

Settlement  to  1467  last  year  and  1,392  this  year,  a  falling  off  of  12  per 
cent.  Population  fell  off  from  16,795  in  1868  to  15,542  in  1881  (now 
returned  at  14,181)  or  by  8  per  cent. ;  plough-cattle  from  2,860  at 
Settlement  to  1,837  ^^ow,  or  by  more  than  a  third  ;  719  acres  or  3)^  per 
cent  of  the  cultivated  area  has  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and 
mortgages  which  before  Settlement  were  returned  at  523  acres  are  now 
given  as  2,598  acres  or  13  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area.  Of 
this  2,021  acres  are  recorded  as  mortgaged  in  the  revenue  papers,  and 
more  than  half  of  the  mortgage  is  held  by  outsiders.  On  the  other 
hand  canal-irrigation  has  developed  and  the  area  irrigated  was  1,939 
acres  last  year,  and  1,987  this  year,  or  a  tenth  of  the  cultivated  area. 
In  consideration  of  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  great  increase  in 
some  villages,  we  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  11 
villages  which  would  have  amounted  to  Rs.  2,514  or  9  per  cent,  but 
Rs.  309  of  this  will  be  realised  from  outsider  mortgagees,  and  the 
actual  reduction  in  the  revenue-roll,  including  the  permanent 
reduction,  is  Rs.  3443  or  12  per  cent  from  Rs.  29,617  in  1882- 
83  to  Rs.  26,174  in  1883-84.  We  have  also  recommended  remissions 
for  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,517  or  5  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(4.)  (See  §  §  122, 151,155).  The  former  jama  of  the  21  villages 
forming  Chak  Bhuder  was   Rs.    11,020,  the 

Bhuder*^  Mwal,  Chak  sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave  Rs.  12,901,  and 
the  actual  total  jama  of  1881-82  is  Rs.  12,973, 

an  increase  of  18  per  cent    The  sanctioned  rates  compare  as  follows 
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wTtSi  those  of  the  Zerkohi  Chak  m  Ballabgarh  which  most  nearly 
resembles  this  circle  (Delhi  Settlement  Report,  §  $  224,  228.) 

Palwal  Bkuder.  BaUabgarh  Zerkohi 

Rs.  Rs. 

Ch4hi  ...     2-8  Chahi  ...     2-12 

Chiknot  Narmot  •••     1-4  Dakar  Rausli       ...     1-6 
Magda                          I 

Bhur  0-12  Bhur  ...    0-12 

The  evidence  given  by  rents  is  not  so  strong  in  this  circle  as  ia 
those  already  discussed,  because  first,  the  area  paying  cash-rents  is 
not  so  large,  and  secondly,  the  soils  differ  more  in  quality.  In 
4881*82  in  eight  villages  1,258  acres  (about  one-ninth  of  the  total 
cultivated  area)  paid  rents  averaging  Us.  1-15  per  acre  against  the 
average  incidence  of  Re.  i-iandthe  bhur  rate  of  12  annas  which 
applies  to  nearly  half  the  total  area.  Cultivation  was  perhaps  some- 
what over-estimated,  for  while  at  Settlement  12,175  acres  were  re- 
turned as  cultivated,  last  year  (1881-82)  only  11,122  acres  were  cul- 
tivated, and  this  year  10,390,  a  falling  off  of  9  and  16  per  cent, 
respectively.  But  no  doubt  this  decrease  is  in  the  poorest  soils  only, 
^and  there  were  1,638  acres  of  culturable  land  left  out  of  the  revenue- 
^ate  estimate  at  Settlement.  The  Chahi  area  was  over-estimated, 
for  while  1,144  acres  were  assessed  at  the  Ch&hi  rate  only  649  were 
•actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  571  last  year  and  568  this  year. 
'Much  of  the  bhur  land  assessed  at  12  annas  in  this  circle  seems 
very  inferior  and  unable  to  bear  this  assessment  fairly.  In  consi- 
-deration  of  these  facts  we  have  reduced  for  Settlement  the  jamas 
of  13  of  the  21  villages,  thus  reducing  the  total  jama  of  the  whole 
'Circle  from  Rs.  12,973  to  Rs.  12,252  by  R^.  721  or  6  percent  The 
resulting  jama  may  be  considered  as-  distributed  by  the  following 
Yevenue-*rates  over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement 

@    Rs. 


Chihi 

..•■ 

•  •• 

1,144  acres 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

2,136 

II 

Magdi 

•  •• 

•  «• 

3.;4i 

II 

Bhur 

•  •• 

•  •• 

5.»S4 

II 

2-2 

Rs. 

2ASi 

1-4 

n 

2.670 

I 

n 

3.741 

O-IO 

n 

3,221 

Total  12,175  12,063 

Cultivation  in  Chak  Bhuder  has  fallen    off  from   12,175  acres 
at    Settlement    to    11,122  last  year  and  10,390 
aS^^UotZ"'**"^"    ^hisyear, or  by  16  per  cent  Irrigation  from  wells 
from 649 acres    to  568  or  by  12  percent.  Popu- 
lation from    6,680    in  1868  to  6,124  '^^  ^^Si  (now  returned  as  5,973), 
or  by  9  per  cent  Plough-cattle  from  1,152  at  Settlement  to  822,  or  by 
nearly  one-third ;  23  acres  of  land  have  been  sold  since   Settlement ; 
and  mortgages,  which  before  Settlement  were  returned  as  21  acres, 
now  cover  838  acres  or  7  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area  ; — half 
of  this  mortgage  is  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and  nearly  twi>- 
'  thirds  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.    We  have  granted   reduc- 
''tions  for  seven  years  to  15  of  the  21  villages  amounting  to  Bs.  1,328 
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or  II  percent.,  and  with  the  i^erman^itl  reduction,  bringing tli^ 
revenue-roll  of  Rs.  12,655  '«  1882-83  down  to  Rs.  10,641  in  1883- 
S4,  a  reduction  of  Rs.  2,014  or  16  percent.  We  also  recommend  a 
remission  for  kharif  1882  of  Rs.  2,299  or  about  one- sixth  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(5.)     The  nme  villages  in  Chak  Dahrf  formerly  paid  a  jama  of 
Rs.  17,695.     The  sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave 
Dahri  Ks-  ^7,567,  and  the  actual  total  assessment  of 

1882-83  ^as  Rs.  17,634  or  a  small  reduction  on 
the  former  demand.  The  rates  compare  as  follows  with  those  of 
the  adjoining  and  similar  Chak  Dahri  of  Ballabgarh  (Delhi  Settle- 
ment Report,  §  228.1 

PalwaL  BaUabgarh. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Chihi     ...                ....     2-12 

Ch&hl               ...     3 

Pahrf      ...                 ...     2-4 

Dahrf                 ...     2-8 

Chiknot  and  Narmot       I-5 

Ddkarand  Rausli     i-io 
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Only  in  two  villages  does  land  pay  cash-rents,  364  acres  pay- 
ing an  average  of  Rs.  2-13  per  acre  against  the  average  incidence 
of  Re.  1-8.  Cultivation  was  perhaps  a  little  over-estimated,  for 
while  at  Settlement  1 1 ,845  acres  were  returned  as  cultivated,  only 
11,155  were  cultivated  last  year  and  10,939  this  year.  The  Chdhi 
area  was  over-estimated,  for  while  1,855  acres  were  assessed  at  the 
Chahi  rate,  only  1,136  acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  937  last 
year  and  1,087  this  year.  The  Dahrt  area  of  1,683  acres  was  per- 
haps over-estimated,  at  all  events  during  the  past  few  years  much  of 
this  has  not  been  regularly  flooded ;  but  Mr.  Channing  noted  that  the 
DahH  area  was  not  under-stated.  The  jama  however  was  not  in- 
creased, and  as  compared  with  the  rates  and  the  prevailing  rents  in 
adjoining  circles  the  rates  are  not  too  high  for  such  soils.  We  have 
granted  in  three  villages  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  which 
bring  the  total  assessment  down  from  Rs.  17,634  to  17,270  by 
Rs.  364  or  2  per  cent.  I  should  distribute  this  over  the  areas  re- 
corded at  Settlement  at  the  following  rates  : — 

=  Rs.  4,638 
=       n      3,576 

=  i>  3.384 
=  f*  3»S36 
=       .,      2,107 

Total  ...  11,84s  17,241 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from   11,845  acres  at  Settlement  to 

I  Iris 5  acres    last  year  (1881-82)    and    10,939 

^i^HoM^""^*"^™"    *^^^^    ^^^^  y^^    ^^    ^^  ^  P^^  ^^"*-  Irrigation 
ry  r  ttc  ons.  hova  wclIs  shows  a  decrease  from  1,136  acres  at 
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Settlement  to  937  la^t  year  and  i  ,087  this  year  or  5  per  cent. ;  popu- 
lation from  8,141  in  1868  to  7,581  in  1881  (novir  returned  as  7,270),  or 
7  percent  Plough-cattle  from  1,538  at  Settlement  to  1,277  or  by  one- 
sixth.  33  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement ;  and  mortgage,  which 
before  Settlement  was  returned  as  158  acres,  is  now  given  as  954 
acres,  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  of  which  805  acres 
are  recorded  as  mortgaged  and  two-thirds  is  held    by   outsiders. 

These  figures  do  not  indicate  such  a  falling-off  in  resources  as 
in  the  other  circles,  and  the  assessment  was  not  increased  in  this 
circle.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  six  villages 
which,  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bring  the  revenue-roll 
from  Rs.  17,231  in  1882-83  down  to  Rs.  15.828  in  1883-84,  a  reduc- 
tion of  Rs.  1403  or  9  per  cent.  We  also  recommend  a  remission  of 
Rs.  1,181  for  kharff  1882. 

(6.)    (See  §§  165,189,19s).  The  former  jama  of  the  89  villages  in 
^11?/  #-u  1-    Chak  Punahina  was  Rs.  56,120,  the  sanctioned 

Pttni^  Firorpur,  Chak  ^^^^g  ^^^^  ^„  assessment  of  Rs.  78,290,  but  the 
actual  total  assessment  of  1882-83  was  only 
Rs.  76,123,  an  increase  of  36  percent,  on  the  former  demand.  The 
circle  greatly  resembles  the  adjoining  Chaks  Bingar  of  Palwal  and 
of  Kosf,  whose  circumstances  and  assessments  have  already  been 
fully  discussed.  The  soils  are  very  similar,  69  per  cent,  of  the 
Pun4h4na  circle  being  narmot  similar  to  that  of  the  Palwal  Bangar 
which  was  assessed  at  Re.  1-6  per  acre,  and  to  the  outlying  loam  of 
the  Kosi  Bdngar  assessed  at  Rs.  2  per  acre  ;  and  the  rate  on  this  soil 
here  is  only  Re.  1-4,  partly  in  order  to  make  allowance  for  the  impro- 
vident character  of  the  Meos,  who  own  almost  the  whole  of  the 
tract.  With  such  strong  evidence  as  that  given  in  Palwal  as  to  the 
lightness  of  the  rate  of  Re.  1-6  as  applied  to  such  soils,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  Re.  1-4  is  light  enough  here.  There  is  not  nearly  such 
strong  evidence  given  by  the  rents  in  this  tract,  for  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  is  either  cultivated  by  the  owners  themselves,  or 
by  tenants  paying  at  the  same  rate  as  the  owners  only  the  Govern- 
ment demand  on  the  land  they  cultivate.  However,  according  to 
the  patwaris'  returns  in  1881-82,  11,384  acres  Cor  19  per  cent,  of 
the  cultivated  area  of  the  circle)  held  by  tenants-at-will  in  60  villages 
paid  cash-rents,  amounting  to  lis.  26,330  and  averaging  Rs.  2-5  per 
acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-4  on  cultivation.  The 
incidence  of  the  revenue  is  therefore  little  more  than  half  the  rent- 
rate  as  given  by  these  figures  ;  but  much  of  this  land  pays  rents  deter- 
mined by  custom  and  much  below  a  true  competition  rent,  and  if  due 
allowance  be  made  for  this  and  for  the  fact  that  the  tenants-at-will 
generally  hold  inferior  land,  the  rents  may  be  taken  as  supporting 
the  assessment  as  not  being  above  half-net-assets.  In  28  villages 
the  average  rent-rate  of  the  village  is  at  least  double  the  average 
incidence  of  its  jama  on  cultivation.  However,  here  too  the  well- 
irrigation  was  over-estimated.  The  area  assessed  at  the  Ch&hi  rate 
was  3,984  acres,  while  at  Settlement  only  894  acres  were  actually 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    109    ) 

irrigated,  last  year  1,856  acres,  and  this  year  1,788.  The  introduction 
of  the  canal  which  irrigated  2,297  ^cres  last  year  and  2414  acres  this 
year  makes  up  somewhat  for  this  deficiency,  but  we  may  on  this 
account  take  off  Rs.  2,500  on  2,000  acres  over-assessed  as  Ch&hi  at 
Be.  1-4  per  acre,  the  difference  between  the  Chahi  and  Narmot 
Birini  rates.  Cultivation  also  was  perhaps  somewhat  over-estimated, 
for  while  60406  acres  were  assessed  at  Settlement  as  cultivated,  only 
56,035  acres  were  cultivated  last  year  and  57,926  acres  this  year;  1,981 
acres  culturable  waste  were  left  out  of  account  at  Settlement,  but  we 
may  take  off  2,000  acres  at  the  bhur  rate  of  14  annas  per  acre, 
a  reduction  of  Rs.  1,750.  Striking  on  these  grounds  Rs.  2,500  and 
Bs.  1,750  off  the  revenue-rate  estimate,  we  reduce  it  to  Rs.  74,040, 
while  the  actual  assessment  is  only  Rs.  76,123,  or  less  than  3  per  cent 
above  the  amended  revenue-rate  estimate.  It  appears  then  that  the 
circle  as  a  whole  can  scarcely  be  called  over-assessed,  but  in  45  of  the 
villages  we  have,  in  consideration  of  the  great  increase  or  of  a  doubt 
as  to  whether  tbe  resources  were  not  over-estimated,  granted  reduc- 
tions amounting  to  Rs.  3,112,  or  4  per  cent,  thus  reducing  the  total 
assessment  from  Rs.  76,123  to  Rs.  73,011,  or  less  than  the  amended 
estimate.  This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows  over  the  areas 
returned  at  Settlement  :** 

Rs. 
acres    @  Rs.   1-12     =    6,972 
§9        n      M     1-8      =       858 

„  „  „  1-4  =  55,071 
••  >»  II  i-i  =  8,362 
11        II      II     0-8      =5     1,892 

Total         ...  60,264  73ii49 

Cultivation  in  Chak  Fun&h4na  fell  off  from  60406  acres  at 
rh.v  Pnn^Kin.  T.«n^  Settlement  to  56,035  last  year,  or  by  7  per 
rJS^h^ont!^^'  "  ^  <^ent,  but  this  year  is  returned  at  57.926,  or 
only  4  per  cent,  below  the  area  returned  at 
Settlement  Population  fell  off  from  45,352  in  1868  to  38,705  in 
188 1,  or  by  14  per  cent  (it  is  now  returned  at  36,772) ;  and  plough- 
cattle  from  7,620  at  Settlement  to  4,767,  or  by  more  than  a  third  :  71 
acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement ;  and  mortgage,  which  before 
Settlement  was  returned  at  4,761  acres  or  8  per  cent,  of  the  cultiva- 
tion, is  now  returned  at  12,239  acres,  or  20  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated 
area,  two-thirds  of  this  being  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and 
two-thirds  being  held  by  outsiders.  On  the  other  hand,  actual  irriga- 
gation  from  wells  has  increased  since  Settlement  from  894  acres 
to  1,856  last  year  and  1,788  this  year,  and  the  Agr&  Canal 
irrigated  2,297  acres  last  year  and  2414  acres  this  year,  or  4  per  cent 
of  the  cultivation.  Remissions,  amounting  to  one-fifth  of  a  year's 
jama  were  granted  between  1877  and  1882.  .  Allowing  for  all  these 
facts  and  for  the  great  increase  in  some  villages,  we  have  granted  fur- 
ther reductions  for  seven  years  in  56  villages  amounting  toxz  per>cent 
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•f  theasoeflsment,  and  with  tbepermancnt  reductibn  causing  a  decrease' 
of  the  revenite-roU  from  Ss.  75,682  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  63,087 
in  i883-84«  f/L,  by  Rs.  10,595  or  13  per  cent.  We  have  alsore^ 
commended  remissions  for  kharif  18821  amounting  to  Rs.  £6,997, 
or  23  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 


(7.)  (See  f  §  i6i,  183  and  192.)  The  31  villages  of  Chak  Landohft 
T  1.  -I    i?i  i-u  f.    formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  47,852,  the  sane- 

lAd6kL  ^^'^"''  ^^*^  tioncd  rates  gave  an  assessment  of  Rs.  53,296, 
and  the  actwd  total  assessment  is  R&  51,526, 
tn  increase  of  8  per  cent.  The  sanctioned  soil  rates  and  the 
average  incidence  are  higher  in  this  Chak  than  in  any  other 
in  the  district,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  enjoys  exceptional* 
advantages,  and  fortunately  the  area  paying  cash-rents  is  large 
enough  to  aflfbrd  some  evidence  as  to.  the  pitch  of  the  assessment. 
In  z  881 -82,  6,015  acres  or  one-fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of 
the  Chak  were  returned  in  16.  villages  as  paying  cash  rents  £^;gregat-. 
ing  Rs.  23,548  and  averaging  Rs.  3-15  per  acre„half  of  which  would 
be  Rs.  2  per  acre,  or  equal  to  the  average  incidence  of  the  assessment 
on  cultivation.  No  doubt  in  a  circle  like  this  where  the  different 
soils  vary  greatly  in  value  average  rates  are  not  such  good  measures 
as  in  circles  like  Chaks  Bangar  and  Punihina  where  so  much 
of  the  soil  is  of  the  same  description,  but  still -the  areas  are  so  large 
that  the  averages  given  may  be  taken  as  approximately  a  fair 
measure  of  tiie  whole.  One  large  village  Doha,  owned  by  a  single 
non-resident  family  and  assessed  at  Rs.  6,500  (the  circle  rates  gave 
Rs.  6,941),  showed  a  rent-roll  last  year  of  Rs.  11,056,  of  which  more 
than  Rs,  10,000  were  realised,  and  in  this  village  the  average  rent  has 
risen  from  Rs.  2-14  per  acre  at  Settlement  to  Rs.  3-10  last  year.  If 
such  a  large  rent  can  be  levied  in  a  bad  year,  the  jama  cannot  be 
much  above  half  the  average  net  profits.  In  ten  villages  the  average 
rent-rate  is  at  least  double  the  incidence  of  the  assessment  In  the 
adjoining  and  similar  Ramgarh  tahsil  of  the  Alwar  State  the  rent- 
rates  were  found  at  Settlement  to  be  as  follows  (Alwar  Gazetteer^ 
p.  187)   per   acre  : — 
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These  figures  halved  will  support  the  sanctioned  mvenue^rates 
for  Cbak  LandohA ;  and  in  Alwar  the  assessment  is  generally  two 
thirds  of  the  estimated  rent*  So  far  thef>  as  the  evidence  regarding 
rents  goes,  it  would  seem  to  show  that  the  assessment  is  not  abovq 
half-net-assets.  It  is  to  be  noted  too  that  in  14  villages  the.  jama 
was  not  increased  by  more  than  5  per  cent  and  that  the  increase  on  tho 
whole  Chak  amounted  to  only  8  per  cent.  In  some  respects,  however, 
the  resources  of  the  tract  were  over-estimated.  Cultivation  was 
assessed  at  25,950  acres,  while  last  year  only  23,348  acres  were  cul- 
tivated and  this  year  23,294.  Some  of  the  bMr  alsa  i»  too  inferior 
a  soil  to  pay  the  high  rate  of  Re.  1-2  per  acre.  The  Ch&hf.  area^  was 
assessed  at  3,112  acres,,  while  only  1,522  acres  were  irrigated  at 
Settlement,  1,142  acres  last  year  and  940  acres  this  year.  Some  of 
the  land  classed  as  eUihri  also  (8,147  acres)  is  irrigated  only  ia  years 
of  good  flood.  Yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of  the*  Oilling'^ 
off  in  cultivation  and  irrigation  is  only  temporary  and  due  to  the  bad 
seasons  and  the  want  of  cattle.  The  area  returned  as  irrigated  is 
1 1  per  cent  less  than  the  area  so  returned  at  the  previous  Settlement 
(§  §  ^7^1  179),  and  special  care  was  taken  not  to  over-estimate  the 
dahri  lands  of  each  village.  The  ease  with  which  kachcha  wells  can  be 
made  in  a  great  part  of  the  tract  also  increases  greatly  the  value  of 
the  land.    If  we  reduce  the  revenue-rate  estimate  by—* 

1,500  z.zxesckdhi       at        Be.     i        3=     Be.     I,500< 

1,000  „      dahri        „  „      0-12    =       „         750 

2,000  „      hhir         „  „       1-2     =s      „      2,250 

Total  4,500* 

we  leave  it  at  Rs.  48,796  or  5  per  cent  below  the  present  jama.  We 
have  made  allowance  for  possible  over-estimates  in  28  of  the  31 
villages  of  the  circle  and  granted  them  reductions  for  Settlement 
amounting  to  Rs.  3,742  or  7  per  cent  and  reducing  the  jama  from 
Rs.  51,526  to  Rs.  47,784  or  less  than  the  previous  jama.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  soils  returned  at 
Settlement 
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Total       25,925  Bs.  47i694 

Cultivation  in  Chak  Landoh&  has  fallen  off  from  25,950  acres  at 

_  ,    _    ^  . .  Settlement  to  23,348    last    year    and    23,294 

mS^uS         ""^^    this    year,  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent,  chiefly 

however     in     the     poorer    soils.,    Irrigation 

from  wells  has  fallen  off  from  1,522  acres  at  Settlement  to  I»I42    last 

year  and  940  this  year^  a  decrease  of  38  per   cent ;   this  decrease 
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Is  partly  owing  to  the  loss  of  cattle,  and  partly,  this  year  at  least,  to 
the  favourable  floods  which  made  it  less  necessary  to  use  the  wells. 
Population  fell  off  from  19,858  in  1868  to  16,593  in  1881  (now  re- 
turned at  14,657),  a  decrease  of  16  per  cent  Plough-cattle  have 
fallen  off  from  3,188  at  Settlement  to  2,003,  or  by  more  than  one- 
third.  (Excluding  Doh4  which  is  exceptional)  93  acres  have  been 
sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was 
returned  as  3,942  acres,  or  15  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  is  now 
returned  as  7,221  acres  or  29  per  cent,  of  which  four-fifths  is  re- 
corded in  the  revenue  papers,  and  two-thirds  is  in  the  hands  of  out- 
siders. Remissions  have  already  been  granted  amounting  since 
Settlement  to  about  a  third  of  a  year's  jama.  With  regard  to  these 
signs  of  temporary  distress,  we  have  reduced  the  assessment  of  21 
villages  for  seven  years  by  what  would  have  been  Rs.  4,022  or  9  per 
cent  of  the  total,  but  of  this  Rs.  1,024  are  realisable  from  mort- 
gagees and  the  actual  reduction  in  the  revenue-roll  including 
the  permanent  reduction  amounts  to  Rs.  6,680  or  13  per  cent, 
bringing  the  revenue-roll  down  from  Rs.  50,343  in  1882-83  to 
Rs.  43,663  in  1883-84.  We  have  also  proposed  remissions  for  kha- 
rff  1882,  amounting  to  Rs.  6,800,  or  13  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

I  may  note  here  that  in  April  1879,  after  an  inspection  of  all 
the  villages  of  Chak  Landohi,  I  submitted  a  detailed  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  circle,  and  urged  that  what  was  wanted  was  not 
reduction  for  the  term  of  Settlement,  but  immediate  relief,  and  a 
more  elastic  system  of  collection  of  the  revenue.  I  recommended 
the  remission  of  almost  all  the  balances  then  amounting  to  Rs.  13,706 
or  a  fourth  of  a  year's  revenue,  and  the  reduction  for  five  years  of 
some  jamas  to  the  total  amount  of  Rs.  2,200.  A  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  balances  was  remitted,  but  it  was  not  thought  that 
a  sufficient  case  had  been  made  out  for  redaction  in  Chak  L^ndohi, 
except  in  one  village  in  which  a  reduction  of  assessment  of  Rs.  60 
was  granted  for  term  of  Settlement  Some  small  reductions  for  the 
term  of  Settlement  were  similarly  granted  in  other  villages  in  neigh- 
bouring Chaks.  My  report,  which  is  now  in  the  Deputy  Com 
missioner's  OfBce,  gives  a  full  account  of  the  condition  of  each 
village  in  the  south  of  the  Ffrozpur  valley  in  March  1879,  and  may 
be  useful  as  showing  the  state  of  these  villages  after  two  very  bad 
years.  Except  that  mortgage  has  increased,  the  tract  seems  on  the 
whole  better  off  now  than  it  was  then ;  but  that  was  an  exceptionally 
bad  year. 

(8.)  (See  §§  X62,  183, 192.)    The  28  villages  in  Chak  MAndikherA 
formerly  paid   a  jama  of  Rs.  31,500,  the  sanc- 

ML'dSth^**'^"'  ^^^"^^  ^^^^^  e^^^  ^  J^"™*  ^^  ^^   26,220,  and  the 

total  assessment  is  Rs.  27,884,  a  reduction  of  1 1 
per  cent,  reductions  having  been  granted  in  19  of  the  28  villages. 
The  only  difference  between  the  rates  in  this  Chak,  and  those  of  Chak 
Landoha  is  in  the  daAri  rate  which  is  Rs.  2  against  Rs.  2-8  in  Chak 
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Landohi,  I  am  ineliaed  to  think  that  Mr.  Channing  in.  his  Assess- 
ment Report  under-estimated  the  Mindikhera  Chak  as  compared 
with  the  Landoha  Chak,  and  especially  the  dahri ;  and  he  himself  in 
His  detailed  village  assessments  assessed  Chak  Landoha  much  below 
rates  and  Chak  Mandfkhera  much  above  rates,  thus  practically  eli- 
minating the  distinction  he  had  made.  It  is  true  that  the  original 
Landoha  floods  do  not  often  reach  farther  north  than  Sdkras,  but  the 
Landoha  supplies  only  a  part  of  the  moisture  which  benefits  the 
Mandikhera  villages.  Even  should  none  of  the  Landoh^  floods  reach 
so  far,  the  rainfall  of  the  whole  Efrozpur  valley,  an  area  of  150  square 
miles,  must  (so  much  of  it  as  does  not  sink  into  the  ground)  flow 
over  Chak  Mandikhera  on  its  way  to  the  low  country  about  Sangel 
and  Bajher4;  and  as  the  greater  part  of  Chak  Mandikheri  is  low-lying, 
the  soil  even  when  not  directly  flooded  seems  to  be  kept  moist  by 
percolation  from  the  higher  parts  of  the  valley  and  seldom  to  suffer 
trom  drought,  so  that  even  in  these  last  few  years  these  villages  have 
seldom  failed  in  getting  a  crop.  Much  of  the  land  entered  as  bdrdui 
is  a  good  moist  valuable  soil.  Some  of  these  lands  pay  very  high 
rents,  and  about  Nagina  Rs.  8  per  acre  is  a  common  rent,  and  when 
rents  are  taken  in  kind,  as  is  also  usual,  half  the  gross  produce  is  the 
general  rate.  In  1881-82,  2,499  acres  in  23  villages,  or  a  sixth  of 
the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggregating 
Bs.  15,263  and  averaging  Rs.  6-1  per  acre,  or  more  than  three  times 
the  incidence  of  Re.  1-14  per  acre.  In  this  circle  the  prevalent  soils 
do  not  vary  greatly  in  value  and  an  all-round  average  is  a  good  mea- 
sure of  the  whole.  In  22  villages  the  average  rent  is  more  than 
double  the  incidence,  and  in  12  it  is  more  than  three  times  the  inci- 
dence. Cultivation  was  hardly  over-estimated,  for  14,811  acres  only 
were  assessed  as  cultivated,  while  14,534  acres  were  cultivated  last 
year  and  14,469  acres  this  year.  The  ('hahi  area  was  over-estimated^ 
for  the  area  assessed  was  936  acres,  while  the  area  actually  irrigated 
was  61 1  acres  at  Settlement,  579  acres  last  year  and  488  acres  this 
year ;  the  rate  on  Chahi  too  seems  high.  But  the  evidence  of  the 
rents  seems  strong  enough  to  show  that  the  assessment  of  the  tract 
as  a  whole  might  perhaps  have  been  fairly  left  as  it  was  instead  of 
being  reduced  1 1  per  cent.  In  ten  villages,  however,  in  which  the 
jama  seemed  to  have  been  increased  without  good  ground,  or  the 
Chahi  had  been  much  over-estimated,  or  the  incidence  seemed  high 
as  compared  with  neighbouring  villages,  we  have  granted  reductions 
for  the  term  of  Settlement  amounting  to  Rs.  801  or  3  per  cent ,  thus 
reducing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  27,884  to  Rs.  27,083.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  soils  returned  at 
Settlement :— • 

Ch&hi      ...  ...        936  acres  ®  Rs.  3-0    ...  Rs.  2,808 

Dahri      ...  ...  3,546    „  „    „  2-4     ...      „  7,979 

Chiknot  and  Narmot  5,655    „  „    „  1-13  ...      „  10,279 

Magd4    ^.  ...  2,824    „  „    „  1-7     ...      „  4>o6o 

Bhur       ...  •••  1,846    „  „    M  i-i     «••      „  1,961 

Total  •..   14,807  acres.  Rs.    27,057 

•9 
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Cultivation  in  Chak  M&nd{kher&  has  fallen  off  from  14,811  acres 
at  Settlement  to  14,534  acres  last  year  and 
tempo^ry  reduc^^^^^^  '4469  acres  this  year,  a  decrease  of  3  per  cent, 
only.  Irrigation  shows  a  decrease  from  611  acres 
at  Settlement  to  579  acres  last  year  and  488  acres  this  year  or  20 
per  cent  Population  actually  increased  from  13,155  in  1868  to 
13,908  in  188 1  (it  is  now  returned  at  11,787)  or  5  per  cent.  The 
density  of  population  per  square  mile  of  total  area  is  higher  here 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  district,  being  548,  or  nearly  as  high  as 
that  of  Jalandhar  and  Amritsar,  while  the  density  for  Gurg&on  dis- 
trict is  only  331.  Plough-cattle  are  reported  to  have  fallen  off  from 
2,238  at  Settlement  to  1,339,  or  by  40  per  cent,  but  this  must  be  a 
great  exaggeration.  105  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement  The 
worst  sign  in  this  circle  is  the  mortgages.  Before  Settlement  these 
were  reported  as  amounting  to  3,769  acres  or  a  fourth  of  the 
total  cultivated  area,  now  tiiey  cover  6,959  acres  or  nearly  half  the 
whole  area,  almost  all  being  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers,  and 
three-fifths  being  held  by  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for 
seven  years  in  ten  villages,  especially  in  those  showing  large  in- 
creases of  mortgage,  which  with  the  permanent  reductions  reduce 
the  Revenue-roll  from  Ks.  27,217  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  25,765  in  1883-84 
by  Bs.  1,452  or  5  per  cent  Remissions  have  already  been  granted 
since  Settlement  amounting  to  a  twelfth  of  a  year's  jama,  and  we 
recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Ks.  2,124,  or 
8  per  cent  of  a  year's  jama. 

(9.)  (See  §§  163, 187,  193).  The  23  villages  of  Chak  Chiknot 
formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Ks.  23,006,  including 
ChTknoi.  ^'~'P"'  ^^  about  Rs.  2,000  on  the  portions  of  Miilthdn 
and  Khanpur  Niih  now  under  fluctuating 
assessment,  so  that  Rs.  21,000  may  be  taken  as  the  former  jama  of  the 
area  now  under  fixed  assessment ;  the  sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs.  28,272, 
but  the  actual  assessment  is  only  25,958,  an  increase  of  23  per  cent, 
on  the  former  jama.  Cash  rents  are  not  very  common  in  this  tract, 
but  last  year  in  7  villages  728  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  the  total  culti- 
vated area  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,681  or  Rs.  5  per  acre,  while 
the  average  incidence  of  the  whole  Chak  is  only  Re.  1-7  or  less  than 
one-third  of  the  average  rent,  and  in  each  of  these  seven  villages  the 
average  rent  is  more  than  double  the  average  incidence.  Cultivation 
was  somewhat  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed  was  17,351  acres, 
while  last  year  15429  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  16,181 
acres.  The  Chahi  area  too  was  over-estimated,  having  been  assessed 
at  334  acres,  while  only  132  acres  were  actually  irrigated  at 
Settlement,  112  last  year  and  108  this  year.  Some  of  the  land 
recorded  as  dahri  has  not  been  flooded  for  the  last  five  years. 
Yet  the  assessment  of  the  circle  as  a  whole  is  so  much  below 
the  revenue-rate  estimate  and  below  half  the  rent-rate  that  it 
can  hardly  be  considered  too  high.  Chak  Chiknot  may  be  divided 
into   two  parts   separated  from    each    other    by    the    KotU    band 
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(See  §  168).  The  villages  outside  the  6nnd,  U.,  to  the  south- 
east of  it,  such  as  Maror4,  Sukhpuri,  &c.,  like  those  of  Chak  M4nd{« 
kheri,  receive  the  whole  of  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Landohi 
and  of  the  Firozpur  valley  on  their  way  to  the  low  ground 
about  Sangel,  and  seem  seldom  to  fail  in  getting  sufficient 
moisture  eidier  from  flood  or  percolation :  while  the  villages  inside 
the  batid^  between  it  and  the  Kotla  jhil,  are  prevented  by  the 
band  from  benefiting  by  these  floods,  and  having  only  the  rain- 
fall of  the  limited  area  within  the  band  to  depend  on  are  apt 
to  receive  less  moisture  than  is  necessary  for  the  cultivation 
of  their  hard  soil.  Some  of  the  latter  villages  have  suffered  much  in 
this  way  during  the  past  dry  years.  Arrangements  which  have  lately 
been  made  to  admit  to  their  lands  by  a  canal-head  placed  in  the  Kotla 
band  some  portion  of  the  floods  from  the  south,  may  perhaps  benefit 
them  in  future.  The  sanctioned  rates  are  not  at  all  too  high  for  the 
villages  outside  the  band^  but  some  of  those  inside  the  band  have 
found  their  jamas,  though  much  below  circle-rates,  too  heavy  for  them 
during  the  past  few  years  ;  notably  Gohana,  which  had  broken  down 
altogether.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  12 
villages  of  the  Chak  amounting  to  Rs.  1,174  or  4  J^  per  cent  of  the  total 
assessment  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  25,958  to  Rs.  24, 784.  This 
sum  I  would  distribute  over  the  Settlement  areas  at  the  following 
rates : — 

Chahi  ...        331        @    Rs.    1-12  per  acre    »  Rs. 

Dahri  ...     7,029        „      „      I- 10       „  =    „ 

Chiknot  and  Narmot        8,557        n     >9     1-6         „  »    „ 


Magda  •«.        880        „      „      i-o         „  *"   >» 

Bhur  •••        585         „      „     0-8         ,•  «    „ 

Total  17,311  Rs.      24,869 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  17,351  acres  at  Settlement  to 
1 5429  last  year  and  i6, 181  this  year,  a  decrease 
rcdJcll'oS!  ■"*""^™'^  of  II  per  cent  last  year  and  7  per  cent  this 
year.  Irrigation  has  fallen  off  from  132  acres 
at  Settlement  to  112  last  year  and  108  this  year.  Population  slightly 
increased  from  10,564  in  1868  to  10, 666  in  1881  (it  is  now  returned  as 
8,558,  but  must  be  much  more,  though  it  probably  has  fallen  off  in 
Goh4na  and  other  villages  within  the  band).  Plough-cattle  have  fallen 
off  from  2,197  at  Settlement  to  1,535  or  by  nearly  one-third,  18  acres 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  was  returned 
before  Settlement  as  3,753  acres  or  one-fifth  of  the  cultivated  area> 
is  now  given  as  6473  or  more  than  a  third  of  the  area,  of  which  five- 
sixths  is  recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and  nearly  two-thirds  is  in 
the  hands  of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years 
to  15  villages  whose  resources  seem  reduced,  amounting  with  the 
permanent  reductions  to  Rs.  3,097  or  12  per  cent  and  reducing  the 
revenue-roll. from  Rs.  25,375   in   1882-83  to   Rs.   22,278  in  1883-84. 
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Btoiissions  amouhtifig  to  two-tiiirds  o(  a  j^ar's  j^una  hav^  idroad}^ 
been  granted  since  Settlement  We  recomn^end  remi9skM)»  for  UbiixfS 
1883  amounting  to  Hs.  5472  or  nearly  a  fifth  of  a  year's  jama^ 

(10.)  (See  §  §  164,188,194).  The  58  villages  of  Chak  Bfauder 
r.h.{\  Wr«m.r  TKov  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Ka  44^38,  thc  saHC- 
Bhudcr.  ^""^^^  ^^^  tioned  rates  gave  Ks.  49,5",  and  the  total 
assessment  is  Us.  49,042,  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent.  In  1881-82  in  22  villages,  5,186  acres  or  about  <Mie-seventh  of  the 
total  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggr^ating  Ets.  12,917  and- 
averaging  Bs.  2-8  per  acre,  half  of  which  gives  exactly  Be.  1-4,  the 
average  incidence  of  the  assessment  on  tke  total  cultivated  area  of  the 
Chak.  In  this  tract,  however,  the  values  of  the  different  soils  vary  ao 
much  that  an  average  of  this  sort  is  no  true  measure  of  the  whole  ciixde  f 
still  it  is  evidence  so  far  as  it  goes  in  support  of  the  assessment  The  are^ 
under  cultivation  in  this  circk  was  much  overrestimated ;  it  was  assessed 
at  38,927  acres,  while  the  area  cultivated  last  year  was  only  32,609, and 
this  year  31,072  acres,  so  that  6,000  acres  or  16  per  cent,  of  the  total 
area  assessed  as  cultivated  has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  two  year& 
This  consists  chiefly  of  the  poof  sandy  soil  along  both  sides  of  th^ 
eastern  range  of  hills,  a  very  inferior  bMr,  great  tracts  of  which 
Hre  now  covered  with  high  kdfts  and  jhind  grass,  so  that  it  aeem^ 
hardly  worth  cultivating  at  all.  Probably  the  falling  out  of  culti- 
vation of  this  sand  does  not  lessen  greatly  the  produce  of  the  tract, 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  over-assessed  at  14  annas,  as  Mr.  Chan- 
ning  himself  now  admits.  The  bhir  of  the  villages  abont  Ulahta 
however  on  the  west  side  of  the  valley  near  the  Kotl&  jhil  is  a  very 
productive  lowlying  moist  soil,  though  sandy,  and  can  well  pay  Qven 
a  higher  rate  than  14  anqas.  Besides,  a  good  deal  of  this  6^000 
acres  is  probably  only  temporarily  out  of  cultivation.  The  Chihi 
area  too  wis  over-estimated,  for  it  was  assessed  at  3,881  acres,  while 
only  2,104  were  actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  2,563  last  year 
and  2,088  this  year.  Here  too,  however,  there  are  indications  that 
had  the  loss  in  bullocks  been  less  serious,  a  fnr  larger  area  would  have 
been  irrigated.  Allowing  for  these  over-estimates  and  for  the  in- 
crease in  some  villages,  we  have  reduced  the  jama  for  the  term  of 
Settlement  in  45  villages  by  Rs.  3,910  or  8  per  cent,  from  Ra«  49,04a 
to  Rs.  45,132,  or  only  Rs.  694  above  the  former  jama^ 

This  sum  I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  ever  the 
areas  returned  at  Settlement:*-* 


Chahf  •••  t.« 

Dahrf  •#•  •%• 

Chiknot  and  Naraiot  #•< 
Magda  •#• 

rin  the  Ulahta  group 
Bhur-J 

(elsewhere 

Total  «•« 


3,881 

acres  ^ 

a-i2 

aas 

Rs. 

IO1673 

2,387 

M          %% 

2-4 

S3 

It 

5,371 

3750 

l>         If 

l-IO 

S3 

i» 

6,094 

5,609 

II          »f 

1-4 

«■ 

!• 

73" 

3»337 

n       t» 

I-I 

■* 

M 

3546 

19.963 

W         M. 

0-10 

« 

m 

12*477 

33»9^7 


Rs.   45,17s 
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Cuhlvaition  ^n  Chaik  Bhuder  h^  fitleii  6ff  frtaH  38,9*7  slcffc^  fit 
•  Scttl6«ttent  to  32,609  acres  lafet  year  and  31,072 

ary  rSuctrottJl""^*^^^^  ^^^^  X®^^'  ^  decrease  of  20  per  cent,  but  almost 
the-  Ivhole"  aanea  out  of  .  cultivation  "i$r  inferior 
6Air  and  jf  assessed  at  10  arinas  repiteaisnts  only  10  per  den4.  of  the 
revenie-paying  Cultftriticm  of*  the  chak.  Irrigation  from  welLs^is  the 
same  tlii$  year  as  at  Settlentdht  at\d  last  year  the  irrigated  area  was 
actually  larger.  .  Population  fell. off  from  33,043  in  186^5  to  50,726  in 
1 88 1  (it  isnow  returned  at  27,223)  or  by  7  per  cent.  Cattle  have 
fallen  off  from  4,427  at  Settlement  to  2,758  or  by  more  than  a  third. 
€Oi  acres  \MSvt  1>^n'  sold  stiiKer  Setflement,  and  mortga^e^,  wbidB  be- 
fore  Setdement  was  retvrned  at  3,354  acres  or  9  per  cent  of  the  total 
cidtivated  area,  is  now  given  as  8,843  ^<^^^^  or  nearly  a  fourth  b( 
th*  whirie  cultivated,  area^  of  which  three-fourths  is  recorded  in  thQ 
ftvenue  paperft,  and  nearly  three-focrrths  is  held  by  outsiders.  We 
iiave  granted  Autber  reductions  for  seven  year9  iii  36  villages 
•amounting  to  9  per  cent  of  the  assessment,  and  with  the  permanent 
reduction  ^auskig  a  decrease  in  the  Fent-roU  from  Rs.  47,144  in 
1883*83  to  Rs.  39>'74  i«  1883-84,  r^.,  by  Rs.  7,970  or  '17  per  cent 
Remissions  have  alteady  been  granted  since  Settlement  amounting 
to  nearly  half^aryear's  jama.  We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
l99z  amounting  to  EU.  13,347  Or  a  fourth  of  a  yeiar*s  jama. 


(n.)     (See  §S  222  ^nd  tt^).    Fifteen  villages  assessed  in  Chaks 

B&ngajr  and  Dahrf  of  tahsfl   Ndh  were  after- 

iJS^*to»^2S"^^     wards    transferred  to  tahsfl  Ffrozpur  and  may 

^f»   tamm9a  fioet    j^  considered   a   Chak  by   themselves.     Their 

former  jama  was  Rs.  5,841,  the  rates  sanctioned 

for  those  cfrdes  would  iiave  given    Rs.   9,532  f'after  deducting  that 

part  of  Jalalpur  whose  assessment  is  fluctuating)  and  the  total  fixed 

assessment  is  now  Rs.  8,030^  an  increase  of  38  per  cent     Last  year 

.<i88j-82)  1,^52  acres  in  ten  villages  or  more  than   a  seventh  of  the 

total  cultivated   area  paid  cash-rents  averaging   Rs.  2-3  per  acre  or 

more  thsM^  double  the  average  incidence  of  the  Chak  which  is  Re.  i-i  ; 

.as  a  good  de£d  of  tfa^  land  paying  rents  is  among  the  worst  in   the 

Chak,  this  evidence  so  far  as  it  goes  supports  the  assessment     In  six 

villages  the  average  rent  is  more  than  double  the  incidence.  Cultivation 

jHiay  .bgive  been  oye^-estimated^  for  the  area  assessed  was  7,475  acres, 

while  last  year  6,949  acres  only  were  cultivated  and   this   year  6,944! 

The  Ch4hi  area  was  over-estimated,  for  203  acres  were  assessed  asChahf, 

'  while  otily  25  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  63  last  year  find   77  this 

.  year.     But  even  if  we  take  off  on   these  accounts'  1 50  acres  Ch&hi 

@  1^8  =a  Rs.   225  and   500  acres  If/ttir  at  0-10-6  ^  Ii5.;328,  it  o^ily 

jreduces  the  revenue-rate  estimate  to  Rs.  8,979,  while  the  actual  jama 

16  only  Rs.  8,030.    The  rates  however  are  rather  high  end  the  in- 

.  crease  was  great,  and  in  five  villages  whose  resources  seemed  in  some 

•  isesp^ts  to  have  been  over-estimated   we  granted  reductions  for  th^ 

iteim  .^Settlement  amounting  to  fi^.  201  or  3  p<ettc?nt,  and  re4u<> 
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ing  the  total  assessment  from  Bs.  8,030  to  Bs.  7,829.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  on  the  areas  returned  at  Set- 
tlement : — 

Chihf      ...  •••       203  acres  O         Re.  1-8      ss    Rs.     304 

Dahrf      ...  ••#       509 


1-3      -     If    6,268 

_^    „  0-I2    =     „    1,009 

Bfaur        ...  ...       649    ,        „  „    o^      s     „       243 


Chiknotand  Nannot...    4,769 

Magda     ...  ...     1,345    „       ^  ••    0"I2    =     „    1,009 


1 


Total        .M    7,475  Rs.   7,824 

In  this  Chak  cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  7475  acres  at  Set- 
tlement to  6,949  l^st  year  and  6,944  this  year. 
Villages  transferred  q^  by  7  pg^  cent  Irrigation  from  wells  has  in* 
ISucti^,  ~  "^  creased  from  25  acres  at  Settlement  to  63  last 
year  and  yy  this  year.  IV>pulation  fell  off  from 
4,629  in  1868  to  3,744  in  1 88 1,  but  is  now  returned  at  3,962,  a  decrease 
of  14  per  cent  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  708  to  S47,or  by  near* 
ly  one-fourth,  six  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage, 
which  before  Settlement  was  returned  at  317  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  tiie 
cultivated  area  is  now  given  as  1,720  acres  ar  nearly  one-fourth  of  thd 
whole  area  ;  and  of  this  nearly  two-thirds  are  recorded  in  the 
revenue  records  and  two-thirds  are  held  by  outsiders.  The  increase 
of  assessment  in  some  villages  was  great  and  sudden.  In  con« 
sideration  of  these  facts  we  have  granted  a  further  reduction  for  seven 
years  in  ten  villages  amounting  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  jama  of 
the  Chak,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  reduciug  the  revenue- 
roll  from  Rs.  7,852  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  6,885  in  1883-84,  that  is,  by 
Rs.  967  or  12  per  cent  Remissions  have  already  been  granted  since 
Settlement  equal  to  20  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama,  and  we  recommend 
remissions  from  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,750  or  a  fourth  of  a 
year's  jama. 

For  the  whole  tahsfl  of  Firozpur  the  reduction  sanctioned  last  year 
on  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  Ajudhyi  Parshid's  report  amounted 
to  lis.  5,832  for  the  term  of  Settlement  and  (including  this  )a  reduc- 
tion for  different  short  periods  amounting  to  Rs.  27,880.  As  directed 
in  the  general  instructions  we  have  revised  these  proposals  in  the 
direction  of  greater  liberality,  and  the  resulting  reductions  now  recom- 
mended for  the  whole  tahsil  amount  to  Rs.  12,940  for  the  term  of 
Settlement  and  (including  this)  to  a  reduction  of  the  revenue-roll  for 
seven  years  by  Rs.  30,761. 

(12)     (See  §  §  198,  217,222).     The  98  villages  of  the  Bingar  of 

tahsil  Niih  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  91,373, 

Tahsil  Nuh,  Chak  B4ngar.    the  sanctioned  revenue-rates  gave  Rs.  1,06,762, 

and  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  1,04,692,  an 

increase  of  29  per  cent    The  circle  is  very  similar  to  the  Hangar  Chak 

of  Palwal  and  the  Puniihdna  Chak  which  adjoin  it  to  the  east  and 

south  ;  and  indeed  all  three  circles,  with  the  Bangar  Chaks  of   Ballab^ 

garh  and  Kosi,  form  one  great  tract  characterise  by  the  prevalence 
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of  the   fertile  loam   here  known    as  narmot    This  soil  forms  three- 
fourths  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Ndh  B&ngar,  and  the  rate  sanc- 
tioned for  irrigated  narfnot  in  this  Chak  is  Re.  1-4  per  acre  against  the 
Re.  1-4  rate  in  Chak  Punahana  and  Re.  1-6  in  the   Palwal  Bangar.     I 
have  already  in  discussing  those  circles  adduced  reasons,  chiefly  founded 
on  the  prevalent  rents  and  on  a  comparison  with  the  rates  in  Ballabgarh 
and  Kosi,  for  believing  that  those  rates  are  not  too  high  for  the  unirriga- 
ted  narmot  of  Palwal  and  Punah&na,  and  those  reasons  also  go  to  show 
that  the  rate  of  Re.  1-4  is  not  too  high  for  the  exactly  similar  narmot 
of  the  Niih  Bangar.    Turning  to  the  Chak  itself  we  find  that  last  year 
in  35  villages  7,315  acres  or  8  per  cent,   of  the  total  cultivated  area 
of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.    14,479  and   averaging  Rs.   2 
per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of    Ue.    1-4.     But  here  also 
much  of  the  land   paying  cash   rents   is   the  inferior  bhir  and    the 
average  rent  of   such  lands  is  no  true  measure  of  the  capabilities  of 
the  tract     Moreover,   many  of  the  rents  are  customary  rents  deter- 
mined only  to  a  small  extent  by  competition,  yet  shoeing  a  decided 
tendency  to  rise,  for  at  Settlement  (about  1874)  in  25  villages   6,164 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  I -10  per  acre,  and  last  year  in  the  same 
villages  6,123  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Rs.  2  per  acre.     In  25  villages 
last  year  the  average  rent-rate  was  at  least  double  the  incidence  of  the 
revenue  on  cultivation.    The  rents   thus  give  some  support  to  the 
assessment     In  12  villages  too,  jamas  higher  than  those  given  by  the 
rates  had  already  been  paid  for  years  without  much  sign  of  over- 
assessment     In   some   respects   however   the  resources  of  the   Chak 
may  have  been  over-estimated.     Cultivation   was   assessed   at   85,543 
acres,  while  last  year  only  80,193  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year 
only  81,367  ;   on  the  other  hand  the  rate  of  lo^  annas  per  acre   on 
bkir  was  perhaps  low  enough  to  allow  for  some  of  it  falling  now  and 
then  out  of  cultivation.     The  Chdhi  area  was  assessed  at  4,335  acres, 
while   only    1408   acres   were   actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,613 
last  year  and  1,606  this  year.     On  the  other   hand   9,974   acres   were 
irrigated   from   the   Agra   Canal   last  year  and  12,145  this  year.     If, 
however,    we   deduct   from   the   revenue-rate   estimate    3,000   acres 
bhAr  @  loi    annas  =  Rs.  1,969,  and  2,000    acres   Ch^hi  @   Re.    1-8 
=  Rs.    3,000  ,  we    leave    the  rate-estimate  at  Rs.  1,01,793  or    about 
3  per  cent   below  the  present  assessment     Making  allowances  for 
possible  over-estimates  and   for  great  increases  in  individual  villages, 
we  have  granted   reductions  for  the  term   of  Settlement   in    53    vil- 
lages amounting  to  Rs.  4,191  or  4  per  cent,  and   reducing    the  total 
assessment    from   Rs.    1,04,692   to  Rs.   1,00,501.     This  sum  I  would 
distribute  as  follows  over  the  soils  returned  at  Settlement : — 


Cbahi    ••• 
Dahri     ••« 
Chikitot 
Narmot 

•••    4,335  acres 

41          M 

...    2.167    „ 
•..  62.012    „     , 

(^    Re.  1-12 
1,      ,1     1-4 

=  Rs.  7,586 
=1     „    80,275 

MHgda  ... 
Bhur      ••• 

...    9,940    „ 
-    7048    „ 

=  „  9,940 
=     ),      2,643 

Total 

...  85,543 

Rs.  1,00,444 
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Cultivation  has  fallen   off  from   85,543   acres  at   Settleiment   to 
_  ,  .,  ^,  ,    ^,  ,  ,  80,193  last  year  and  8 1,367  this  year,  adecrease" 

{I^l^r^^^tlr"-    Of    5    per    cent      Population    fell  off  from^ 

58,338  in  1868  to  46452  in  1 88 1,  and  is  now 
returned  as  47,937,  a  decrease  of  18  per  cent.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen 
off  from  11,255  to  7401  or  by  one-third.  On  the  other  hand  weH- 
rrrigation  has  increased  from  1408  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,613  acres 
last  year  and  1,606  this  year,  and  the  Agra  Canal  irrigated  9,974 
acres  last  year,  and  this  year  12,145  acres  or  14  per  cent,  of  the 
cultivated  area:  214  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mort- 
gage, which  before  Settlement  was  3,756  acres  ar  4  per  cent,  of  the 
area  is  now  returned  as  1 1,601  acres  or  14  per  cent,  almost  all  recorded, 
and  much  more  than  half  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  The  increase  of 
assessment  was  29  per  cent  This  tract  suffered  very  much  from  the 
fever  epidemic  of  1878  and  1879,  and  last  one-fifth  of  its  population 
between  1868  and  1881,  but  is  now  recovering.  Making  allowance  in  the 
individual  villages  for  all  these  signs  of  weakness,  we  have  granted 
further  reduction  for  seven  years  in  76  villages  amounting  to  10  per 
cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  Chak  and  with  the  permanent  reduction 
causing  a  decrease  in  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  1,02,547  in  1882-83  to 
Us.  88,651  in  1883-84,3  decrease  of  Rs.  13,896  or  13^  per  cent 
Remissions  have  already  been  granted  since  Settlement  amount- 
ing to  about  a  sixth  of  a  year's  jama.  We  recommend  remissions 
ill  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  29,554  or  more  than  a  fourth  of 
a  year's  revenue. 

(13.)     (See   §   §    199,   216,   223).    The    106  villages  of   Chak 

Dahr  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  97.810;  of 

Tahsil    Nuh,     Chak     this  some  Rs.  5, COO  may  be  taken  as   the  jama 

Dahr-pcrmaneot  reduc      ^f  ^^^    j^^^^^    .y^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  fluctuating  assess- 

ment,  leaving  about  Rs.  93,ocX)  as  the  former  jama 
of  the  area  now  under  fixed  assessment  The  sanctioned  rates  gave 
on  this  area  a  jama  of  Rs.  1,16,097,  ^"^  ^he  actual  total  assessment  is 
Rs.  1,1 5,097,  an  increase  of  24  per  cent  In  this  circle  there  is  very  little 
land  held  by  tenants-at-will  paying  cash-rents,  and  the  rents  paid  are 
to  a  great  extent  customary  rents  only.  Last  year  (1881-82)  in  32 
villages  3,106  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak 
paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  7,810  and  averaging  Rs.  2-8  per  acre, 
while  the  average  incidence  on  the  cultivation  of  the  Chak  is  Re.  1-7 
or  little  more  than  half  the  average  rent.  In  ten  villages  the  inci- 
dence is  not  more  than  half  the  rent-rate.  Rents  are  rising,  for  at 
Settlement  in  18  villages  1,535  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Rs.  2  pef 
acre  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  1,641  acres  paid  rents  averag- 
ing Rs.  2-10.  In  this  circle,  however,  there  ha/ probably  been  an 
over-estimate  of  the  resources  in  some  respects.  Cultivation  was 
assessed  at  77,144  acres,  while  last  year  only  65429  acres  were  cul- 
tivated and  this  year  67,771  acres.  It  is  probable  too  that,  notwith- 
standing the  care  taken  not  to  over-estimate  the  daAii,  the  area 
assessed,  at  dakri  rates  is  greater  than  the  area  flooded  on  an   aver- 
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t  age  of  years.    The  Chfihi  area  too  was  as^^ssed  at  12,721  tacpes,  whJlft 

I  only   596  acres   were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,296  last  year  and  8ty 

I  this  year,  but  the  area  is  small  and  the  rate  so  low  that  this   maked 

,  tittle  difference  in   the    total    of  the   circle.     It   is    noteworthy  that 

J  Mr.  Channing's  calculations  seemed  to  justify  rates  of  Rs.  2-2   pet 

[  acre  on   dakrf\'Rs,  1-8  on   ckiknot    and   nannotyZnA    Re.  0-12-0  ori 

,  hhir^    and    he   proposed    these    rates,  but  they  were  reduced  by  th* 

[  Commissioner  to  Ks.  2,  Re.  1-6-6  and   Re.   0-10-6  respectively;   and 

,  tfhat    23  villages  had  previously  been  paying  higher  jamas  than  those 

given  by  these  rates.  We  have  made  full  allowance  for  possible  over* 
estimates  in  individual  villages  and  have  reduced  the  jama  for  the  ternj 
6f  Settlement  in  99  villages  (including  Rs.  1,1 10  in  the  two  villages 
brought  under  fluctuating  assessment  (see  §  62)  by  Rs.  n,86i  or 
10  per  cent  of  the  assessment  of  the  Chak,  which  is  thus  reduced 
from  Rs.  1,15^097  to  Rs.  1,03,236  This  large  reduction  is  due  to  the 
possible  over-estimate  of  the  highly  assessed  dakri  and  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  south  of  the  tract  a  large  area  of  da  An  B.nd  bdrdninarfnoi 
is  out  of  cultivation,  and  although  Mr.  Channing  assessed  those  vil- 
lages below  rates  (§  223)  perhaps  even  his  reduced  rates  are  too  high 
for  such  bleak  soil,  so  apt  to  suffer  from  want  of  sufficient  moist- 
ure and  to  fall  out  of  cultivation.  This  applies  especially  to  the 
country  within  the  Chandainf  cut  and  the  Kotl4  bandy  which  prevent 
the  floods  from  passing  over  those  villages  to  the  Kotld  jhil  and  de- 
prive the  soil  of  its  natural  moisture.  Some  of  the  villages  in  tbi« 
t  direction,  notably  Mdlab,   Akaira,   Dahan&  and   part  of  Ujina  and 

Sangel,  have  suffered  very  much  in  the  late  years  of  drought,  while 
the  lowlying  portions  of  the  two  latter  villages  suffered  from  inun-. 
dation  in  other  years.  The  reduced  assessment  of  Rs.  1,03,236  I 
would  distribute  by  the  following  rates  over  the  soils  returned  at 
Settlement,  about  5,000  acres  dahri  irrigated  from  bands  and  canals 
being  assessed  at  bdrdnl  rates  (§  216)  : — 

Chahi       ...  ...    2,721  acres   (9         Rs   2-0    =  Rs.    5,443 

Dahri    naturally  irri- 
gated   .••  •••  21,000    „        „           „  •    1-12  SB   ^    36,75a 

Chiknot   •«•  •*•     4,609 


:} 


,  1-5  =s  H  48>o48 
Narmot  •••               ...  32,000    n       ».J 

Magda     •..               ...    8,177    »        ,»           ,1  i-5  s=  ,,  9,i99 

Bhur        ...               -.    8,769    „        „           „  0-7  s*  .„  3,836 

Total        ...  77,^76  Rs.  1,03.276 

Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  77,144  acres  at  Settlement  to 
/.v  ,  T^  1.  '  ^  u^r  ^  65^429  last  year  and  67^771  this  year,  a  de- 
uS.™.?'r^icSoa.'^'^~  crease  of  12  per  cent  This  is  a  very  serioui 
decrease,  for  in  this  chak,  unlike  -most  others,  a 
4arge  proportion  of  the  land  out  of  cultivation  is  good  soil,  assessed 
At  big^  rates.  The  area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from 
•598  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,296  last  year  and  817  this  year.  Popu-* 
Ration  fell-off  fixon  {4^1  in  1868  to  49^746  in  i88j  (itis.now  rstumed 
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as  46,041),  a  decrease  of  9  per  cent.  This  tract,  always  unhealthy^ 
suffered  greatly  from  fever  in  1879,  and  seems  also  to  have  lost  a 
number  of  its  population  by  emigration,  Ndh  and  some  of  the  vil- 
lages near  it  have  had  their  resources  much  reduced  by  the  loss  of 
the  salt  manufacture  (§  §  211,  305)  which  has  gradually  declined 
of  late  years  and  has  now  been  stopped  altogether,  thus  depriving 
a  large  portion  of  the  population  of  those  villages  of  their  usual 
occupation  and  means  of  livelihood  and  driving  them  to  emigrate. 
Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  10,272  at  Settlement  to  7,194,  a 
decrease  of  nearly  one-third.  Besides  the  whole  villages  of  KhaUl* 
pur  and  Hiranthala  sold  by  the  non-resident  Banya  proprietors^ 
704  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement.  Mortgage,  which  before 
Settlement  was  returned  at  12,948  acres  or  17  per  cent,  of  the  culti- 
vated area,  is  now  given  as  19,133  acres  or  one-fourth  of  the  area, 
almost  all  recorded  and  three-fifths  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
Making  allowance  for  such  signs  of  distress  and  for  the  great  in« 
crease  of  assessment  in  some  villages,  we  have  granted  further  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  amounting  to  1 1  per  cent,  of  the  assessment, 
and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bringing  the  revenue-roll  down 
from  Rs.  1,13,013  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  89,908  in  1883-84,  a  decrease  of 
Rs.  23,105  or  20  per  cent.  Remissions  have  already  been  granted 
3ince  Settlement,  amounting  to  more  than  a  fourth  of  a  year's  jama. 
We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  32,579 
or  more  than  a  fourth  of  a  year's  jama 

(14.)    (See  §  §  197,  215,  221).     The  84  villages  of  Chak   Taoni 
formerly  paid  a  jania  of  Rs.  31,566.     The  sanc- 
rJ^^ntT^iiat^^'    tioned  circle-rates  gave  Rs.  39,789  and  the  actu- 
tions  "    al    assessment   is   Rs.    38,988,    an  increase  of 

23  per  cent  The  value  of  the  different  soils  in 
this  chak  varies  greatly,  so  that  the  average  rent  is  not  a  good  mea- 
sure of  the  average  value.  Last  year  in  43  villages  4,905  acres  or 
an  eighth  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating 
Rs.  8,572  and  averaging  Rs.  1-12  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be 
Rs.  014,  while  the  average  incidence  is  Rs.  0-15.  In  twelve  villages 
the  average  rent  was  at  least  double  the  incidence.  Rents  are  rising, 
for  at  Settlement  in  23  villages  3,155  acres  paid  rents  averaging 
Re.  1-9,  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  3,698  acres  paid  rents 
averaging  Re.  i-i.i.  The  Chihi  area  was  over-estimated,  for  3,746 
acres  were  assessed  as  Chdhf,  while  only  2,450  acres  were  irrigated  at 
Settlement,  2,906  last  year  and  2,764  this  year.  The  cultivated 
area  was  perhaps  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed  as  cultivated 
>was  40,545  acres,  while  only  38,398  acres  were  cultivated  last  year, 
and  36478  acres  this  year.  Much  of  the  dAir  along  the  hills  is  very 
inferior  and  very  apt  to  fall  out  of  cultivation,  and  perhaps  the  re- 
duction of  the  Miir  rate  made  by  the  Commissioner  from  10  annas 
to  9  annas  was  not  sufficient  to  allow  for  this.  The  daAri  is  mostly 
very  sandy  and  inferior,  but  the  area  is  small  and  the  rate  not  high 
for  daAri.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in 
cases  of  great  increase  or  seeming  over-estimate  of  resources  in   53 
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villages  amounting  to  Rs.  2,091,  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment 

which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  38,988  to   Bs.   36,897.    This  sum   I 

would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  areas  returned  at 

Settlement : — 

Chibf  ...  ...  ...  3,746  acres  ®  Rs. 

Dahii  .»•  ...  .,.  886     ,«  ,,     „ 

Narmot  ...  ...  812     ,,  ».     », 

Macda  ...  ...  26,299     tt  »    »> 

BhSr  ...  ...  8,80a     „  „    „ 

Total        ...    40,545  acres  Rs.     36,831 

Cultivation  has  fallen  from  40,545  acres  at  Settlement  to  38,398 
acres  last  year  and  36478  acres  this  year — a  de- 
nJy  AiiefT  **"^  ^^^^t^e  of  1 1  per  cent. ;  but  much  of  this  is  in  the 
inferior  bkir  near  the  hill  which  often  is  left 
uncultivated.  Irrigation  from  wells  increased  from  2450  acres  at 
Settlement  to  2,906  last  year  and  2,764  this  year.  Population 
increased  from  23,617  in  1868  to  23,896  in  1881,  and  is  now  re- 
turned at  21,761.  I  am  surprised  that  the  figures  do  not  show  a 
greater  falling  off,  for  many  of  the  villages  seem  half-deserted  ;  but 
in  this  pargand,  as  indeed  in  the  rest  of  the  Meo  country,  the  old 
Meo  villages  used  mostly  to  be  up  on  the  hill  or  just  at  its  foot,  and 
in  the  late  more  peaceful  times,  the  inhabitants  have  gradually  for 
convenience  sake  come  down  and  built  new  villages  in  the  lower 
country  ;  their  deserted  houses  being  built  of  stone  do  not  crumble 
away  at  once,  and  remain  for  years  in  a,half-ruined  state,  thus  giving 
the  old  village  a  dilapidated  and  deserted  appearance.  The  Tdoru 
pargaiid,  too,  is  famous  as  the  most  healthy  part  of  the  district, 
owing  to  its  high  level  and  the  rapidity  with  which  water  drains 
away,  and  probably  it  did  not  lose  so  many  of  its  population  in  the 
•fever  epidemic  as  did  the  more  low-lying  parts  of  the  district. 
Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  6,837  ^^  Settlement 
to  3,175,  or  by  more  than  half,  but  I  think  the  number  at  Settlement 
must  have  been  overstated,  for  it  gives  a  pair  of  bullocks  to  every 
12  acres  of  this  light  easily- worked  soil,  while  the  average  for  the 
district  was  only  a  pair  to  every  lyyi  acres  of  cultivation.  Still,  no 
doubt,  the  loss  of  cattle  in  1877-78,  when  this  pargand  also  suffered 
from  drought,  must  have  been  very  great,  and  has  not  yet  been  re- 
covered. 213  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage, 
which  before  Settlement  was  2,629  acres  or  over  6  per  cent,  of  the  culti- 
vated area,  is  now  8,055  acres  or  a  fifth  of  the  area,  all  recorded  in 
the  revenue  papers,  and  three-fourths  of  it  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
We  have,  in  consideration  of  such  signs  of  distress,  granted  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  in  52  villages,  amounting  to  8  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  bringing  the  revenue- 
roll  down  from  Rs.  37,062  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  32,130  in  1883-84,  by 
Rs.  4,932,  or  13^  per  cent.  Remissions  have  alresidy  been  granted 
since  Settlement  amounting  to  a  seventh  of  a  year's  jamd.  We 
recommend  remissions  in  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  9,154,  or 
.nearly  a  fpurth  of  a  year's  jamd. 
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The  village  of  Bhangirf  trattsftrred  from  Falwat  ta'fi^ff  standi 
by  Itself  in  the  statement.  We  have  reduced  its  Jamd  from  R«.  1,03* 
to  Rs.  950  for  Settlement,  and  given  a  furtlier  reduction  of  Rs.  146 
for  seven  years. 


(IS.)    (See 


TeImQ 
Sailini 


241^  255.)  The  27  villages  of!  Chak  SaiUm  for- 
merly  paid  an  assessment  of  Rs.  19476,  the 
GuqjAoB,  Chak  sanctioned  circfe  rates  gave  Rs.  20,917,  and 
the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  21,941,  an  in- 
crease of  13  per  cent  The  hillocks  of-  this  Chak  are  very  inferior 
i/idr^  while  the  low-lying  tracts  are  generally  good  moist  soil  ;  an 
average  rate  is  therefore  not  a  good  criterion  of  the  pitch  6f  the 
revemie.  However,  last  year  4,067  acres  in  19  villages,  or  more  th^n 
a  fourth  of  the  total  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggrer 
gating  Rs.  8,782,  and  averaoring  Rs.  2-2  per  acre,  while  the  average 
incidence  of  the  revenue  on  cultivation  is  Rs.  1-7,  and  tUe  rates  off 
magiid  and  bMir  are  Rs.  1-4  and  to  annas.  As  much  of  the  land 
paying  rents  Is  the  inferior  bkur^  this  is  evidence  in  support  of  th« 
assessments,  as  being  at  least  well  below  net  assets.  The  rents  are 
gradually  rising,  for  at  Settlement  3,642  acres  in  16  villages  paid  rents 
averaging  Rs.  1-15,  and  now  in  tiie  same  villages  3,824  acres  pay 
rents  averaging  Rs.  2-3. 

This  Chak  borders  on  Chaks  Dahri,  and  perhaps  ZerkoW  of 
Tahsfl  Ballabgarh,  and  its  soils  are  similar  ;  most  of  the  bhir^  how- 
ever, resembling  tlie  inferior  bhUr  of  the  Zerkohf  rather  than  the  good 
tnoist  bkHr  of  the  Dahri  chak.  The  rates  sanctioned  in  this  chak, 
and  in  those  similar  chaks,  are  as  follows  : — 


-   Chak  Saic^ovi, 
Tahsil  Gurgaon. 

Chak  Dahilc, 
Tahsil  Baujlbgamm. 

Chak  Zbrkohi, 
Tahsil  Ballabgarh* 

SoiL 

Rate 
per  acre. 

Soil. 

Rate 
per  acre. 

Soil 

Rate 
per  acre. 

Ch4M 

3-12 

1.4       \ 
0-10     ) 

>o 

I-O 

2-ia 

1-6 
0-12 

Dabd 

Chiknot    and 

Narmot 
Magcdi 
Bhdr 

J  D£kar     ...  ) 
(  Kausfi     ...  ( 

Bhiir 

The  rates  ace  thus  decidedly  lighter  than  those  sanctioned  for 
Ballabgarh,  and  in  Ballabgarh  the  Settlement  Officer  assessed  both 
these  chaks  above  the  rates  (§  236,  Delhi  Settlement  Report)  as  did 
Mr.  Channing  in  Chak  Sailanf.  However  the  increase  in  those  two 
-chaks  of  Ballabgarh  was  only  3  per  cent.,  while  here  it  was  13  per 
cent  I  have  compared  the  Village-Note-Books  of  the  border  villages 
^of.Pjeblf  and  Gurgion^and  am  satisfied  that  if  the  Sailiiif  villages  tod 
been  assessed  on  the  same  rates  and  .principles  ^&those  applied  |a  ttae 
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palu-i  and  Zerkoki  Chaks  of  Bfillabgarh,  their  assessment  would  have 
been  at  least  as  high  as  it  is  »ow.  The  sanctioaed  rates  gave  a  reduc- 
tion in  eight  villages.  The  total  increase  however  is  considerable,  and 
there  are  signs  that  the  resources  of  the  Chak  were  over-estimated. 
The  cultivated  area  was  assessed  at  15,016  acres,  while  last  year  only 
14,118  acres  were  cultivated,  and  this  year  I3»79i.  On  the  other  hand 
the  rate  of  10  annas  per  acre  on  the  large  area  of  iAur  was  perhaps 
low  enough  to  allow  for  some  land  now  and  then  falling  out  of  cul« 
tivation.  The  Chdhi  area  was  assessed  at  946  acres,  while  only  528 
acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  676  acres  last  year  and  580  this 
yeac*  AUpwing  for  such  possible  over-estimates  and  for  the  increase 
in  some  cases,  we  have  reduced  the  jamd  of  14  villages  for  the  term 
of  Settlement  by  Rs.  832,  or  4  per  cent  on  the  total  assessment  of  the 
Chak,  which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  21,941  to  Rs.  21,109.  This 
I  would  distribute  over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement  at  the  follow* 
ing  rates ;— » 

Ch4h£             •••  ...  ...  946  acres  t§  Rs.  2-12  ■>  Rs.  2,601 

Dahri              ...  ...  ...  3,607     „         „       2-4    «=»     „    8,116 

Chiknot.and  Narmot  ...  ...  619     ^        ,„       i-S    »    „      929 

Magda             ...  •••  •••  4)929     i>         «*       i*5    *"     »»   M^ 

Bhdr                •••  ...  ...  4>S73    n         i»       o-io  •»     „    3,046 

Total  ...  ...   14,974  acres  Ks.    3i|i6i 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  15.016  acres,  and  was" 

ri^^^^.^"^'^'"^^"^  thisyear^a  decrease  of  8  per  cent.  The 
area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from 
528  acres  at  Settlement  to  676  last  year,  and  580  this  year.  Popu* 
lation  slightly  increased  from  8,628  in  1868  to  8,962  in  1881,  and  is 
now  returned  as  8,978.  Plough  cattle  were  returned  at  Settlement  a» 
t, 594,  and  now  as  1,256 — a  decrease  of  one-fifth.  Since  Settlement 
351  acres  have  been  sold.  Before  Settlement  440  acres 
Were  mortgaged :  now  1,320  acres,  or  9  per  cent  of  the  total  area  are 
mortgaged,  more  than  two-fifths  to  outsiders.  We  have  granted  re- 
ductions  in  15  villages  for  seven  years  amounting  to  5  per  cent  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Chak,  and  with  the  permanent  reduction,  reducing  the 
revenue-roll  from  Rs.  2i,439in  1882-3  toRs.  19,440 in  1883-84, i.^.  by 
Rs.  1,999  or  gyi  per  cent  Few  remissions  have  yet  been  given  in 
this  Chak.  We  recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to 
Rs.  1,863  or  9  per  cent,  of  a  year's  revenue  of  the  Chak. 

(16.)     (Sj^e  §  ^42^  z$6\   The  28  villages  of  Chak  Sohna  (brmerly 

„  ,     '   ■      ^        _    •    paid  an  assessment  of  Rs.  14417  ;  the  sanc- 

aohi       Gnrgion,    Chak     ^j^^^j  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^3  26,051,    and    the  actiia^ 

assessment  is  Rs.    19,95.5— iin  increa^^  pf  38 

G'  cent. ;  the  average  incidence  is  Re.  i  per  acre  of .  cultivatic^n. 
St  year  in  15  villages  3,670  acres,  or  one-sixth  of  the  cultivated 
area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rfi.  5,662  and  averaging 
1^.  1-9'  per  acre,  while  the  sanctioned  rates  On  '^nthgda  and 
hh^  are  R-e.  i   and  li   anna&    Rents  are  i»isii»g,  for  a<  S^ttlemeiit 
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in  14  villages  2,888  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-3,  and  now 
in  tlie  same  villages  3,324  acres  pay  rents  averaging  Rs.  i-S. 
The  cultivated  area  was  assessed  at  19,052  acres,  and  last  year 
the  area  cultivated  was  18,535  acres  only  and  this  year  17,973.  The 
Chahf  area  was  assessed  at  1,650  acres,  while  the  area  irrigated  at 
Settlement  was  only  973,  last  year  1,228,  and  this  year  1,187  ;  allowing 
for  possible  over-estimates  and  for  the  great  increase  we  have 
granted  reductions  in  eight  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  715  or  4  per 
cent,  and  reducing  the  jama  of  the  Chak  from  Rs.  19,955  to 
Rs.  19,240,  which  I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the 
areas  returned  at  Settlement  (assessing  as  BAranf  541  acres  then  irri- 
gated from  bands.) 


Ch&hf 

...     1,650 

acres  @  Rs. 

S-tO  =:   Rs. 

4>33i 

D»hr£ 

74' 

u       n      » 

1-8      =      „ 

I, IIS 

Nirmot 

538 

•»       n      If 

«-+      =      » 

673 

Mtgdi 

...     8,194 

n       n       » 

1-0      s      „ 

8. '93 

Bhar 

...     7,861 

M        »»        It 

O-IO   s      „ 

4.9  >  3 

Totil         ...   18,984  acres  Rs.  19,121 

The  large  hill  area  brings  in  some  small  income. 
Cultivation   was  returned     at     Settlement    at     19,052    acres, 
Chak  Sohna— temporary      last    year     it    was    i8,535,    ^^^    this  year 
«<l**«^*io'^  17*973,    a  decrease    of    si    per     cent    The 

area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from  973  acres  at  Settlement  to 
1,228  last  year  and  1,187  this  year.  Population  increased  from  16,338  in 
1868  to  17,113  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned  at  16,721.  Plough-cattle 
have  fallen  off  from  2,293  to  1,972,  a  decrease  of  14  per  cent  Besides 
two  villages  sold  by  comparatively  well-to-do  land-owners,  312  acres 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settle- 
ment was  returned  at  262  acres,  is  now  given  as  2,372  acres,  of  which 
however  1,106  acres  have  been  mortgaged  by  a  single  owner.  Omitting 
this,  the  mortgage  is  1,266  acres  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  area,  of  which 
three-fifths  are  held  by  outsiders.  The  Riisini  baf$d  is  now  kept 
in  repair,  and  the  new  Sohna  iaud  will  benefit  some  villages.  The 
Chak  as  a  whole  has  not  suffered  much,  but  some  villages  have, 
and  in  some  the  increase  was  very  great  We  have  granted  reduc- 
tions for  seven  years  in  seven  villages  amounting  to  nearly  4  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue  of  the  Chak,  and  with  the  permanent  reduc- 
tion bringing  down  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  19,290  in  1882-83 
to  Rs.  18,596  in  1883-84,  i/.,  by  Rs.  1418  or  7  per  cent  We 
also  recommend  a  remission  for  kharff  1882  of  Rs.  2,257,  ^^  ^^ 
per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(17.)     (See  §  243,  257).  The  22  villages  of  the  Hill  Chak  formerly 

paid  an  assessment  of  Rs.  10,718.    The  sanc- 

caS?*^  ^^'  ^*^*"  ^'*"    ^^®"®^  revenue  rates  gave   Rs.    13,064,    and 

the  actual  assessment  is    Rs.    12,689,  an  '"- 

crease    of    19  per  cent.     Last    year  cash  rents  were  paid  in  only 

three  villages,  in  which  1,861  acres,  or  a  ninth  of  the  total  cultivated 
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area  of  the  Chak,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  2,814  and  averaging 
Rs.  1-8,  half  of  which  is  12  annas,  while  the  average  incidence  is 
13  annas.  The  sanctioned  assessment  rates  compare  as  follows 
with  the  similar  and  adjoining  Kohf  (Hill)  Chaks  in  tahsfls  Bal- 
lat^arh  and  Dehli : — 


Chak  Hill,  Gvrgaon. 

Chak  Hill,  Ballabgarh. 

Chak  Hill,  Dehli. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Sot!. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Ch*hi 

Dahri 

Narmot 

Magd4 

Bhnr 



2-8 
1-12 

0.14   / 
o-io 

••• 
••• 

RausH 

Bhur 

2-8 
2-0 

1-2 

O-IO 

••• 

••• 

••* 

••• 

*-4 
2-0 

o-i; 

o-io 

The  Settlement  Officer  of  Dehli  did  not  nearly  assess  up  to 
his  rates  in  the  Ballabgarh  Kohi,  but  he  did  in  the  Dehli  Kohi,  so 
that  practically  his  rates  in  both  circles  were  about  the  same. 
His  important  rate  is  the  Rausli  rate  which  applies  to  90  per  cent, 
of  the  cultivation  of  the  Ballabgarh  Kohi,  and  practically  to  the 
whole  of  the  Dehli  Kohi.  This  is  evidently  the  same  soil  as  the 
magda  of  the  Gurg&on  Chak  Hill,  which  comprises  one-third  of  the 
total  cultivation,  the  remainder  being  almost  all  bhar.  The  rates 
then  are  not  high  as  compared  with  those  of  Dehli,  and  after  com- 
paring adjoining  villages  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
Gurgaon  Hill  villages  are  not  assessed  more  highly  than  those  of 
Dehli.  Cultivation  was  possibly  over-estimated  in  this  Chak,  for 
while  the  area  assessed  is  15,955  acres,  the  area  cultivated  last 
year  was  15,362  and  this  year  14,622,  a  decrease  of  8  per  cent,  but 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  much  of  such  inferior  land  would  fall  out 
of  cultivation  in  a  bad  year.  As  so  large  an  area  is  very  poor 
sandy  soil  much  cut  up  by  ravines,  perhaps  the  rate  of  10  annas 
is  too  high  for  the  bhur  of  this  circle,  even  allowing  for  the  large 
area  of  hill.  The  ChAhi  area  was  somewhat  over-estimated,  for 
it  was  assessed  at  700  acres,  while  only  462  were  irrigated  at  Settle- 
ment, 560  last  year  and  518  this  year,  but  the  area  is  small.  Allow- 
ing for  possible  over-estimates  and  for  great  increases  of  jama  we 
have  reduced  the  assessment  of  ten  villages  by  Rs.  496,  or  4  per 
cent  of  the  revenue  of  the  circle,  which  is  thus  reduced  from 
Rs.  12,689  to  Rs.  12,193.  This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows 
over  the  soils  returned  at  Settlement : — 


Ch4hi 

700  acres  @  Rs.  2  0     =  Rs. 

1,400 

Dahrf 

549      "      >»     »>    '""     '^     M 

8h 

Narmot 

*o      „      „     „    0-15  =     „ 

4.»7o 

Magd4 

...     4»533 

Bhur 

...  10,068      „      „     „    0-9     =    „ 

5,663 

Toul 


15,870 


R*.  12,157 
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reductioa. 


Cultivation  which  at  Settlemeat  wa&  returned  as*  15,955  acres 
was  15,362  last  year  and  14,622  this  year, 
a  decrease  of  8  per  cent  Irrigation  from 
wells  has  increased  from  462  a±  Settle- 
ment to  560  last  year  and  518  this  year.  Population  increased 
from  8,353  ^^  1,868  ta  9,180  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned 
at  8,563.  Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  1,492 
at  Settlement  to  1,236  a  decrease  of  one-sixth.  1,646  acres 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  was  94 
acres  before  Settlement,,  is  now  returned  as  748  acres^  or  5  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  of  the  Cbak,  almost  the  whole  being 
in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  The  increase  of  assessment  was  greatt  in 
sonie  villages.  "We  have  granted  further  reductions  for  seven  years 
in  9  villages,  amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  1,309^ 
or  io|  per  cent,  of  the  revenue-roll  of  the  circle,  which  is  thus 
reduced  from  Rs.  12,321  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  11,012  in  1883-84.  We 
also  recommend  remissions  of  the  kharff  instalment  of  1882  amount- 
ing to  Rs.  2,765  or  a  fifth  of  a  year's  jama. 

f  18.)    (See  §  244, 258.)  The  41  villages  of  Chak  Gurgion  formerly 
paid  Rs.  35,667,  the  sanctioned   rates  gave  Rs. 
Gurgfton.  36,348,  and  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  38,042 

^n  increase  of  6  per  cent.  Last  year  in  1 1  villages  4,397  acres  or 
one-seventh  of  the  area  of  the  Chak  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  9,575 
and  averaging  Rs.  2-3  per  acre,  half  of  which  would  be  Us.  1-2^ 
while  the  average  incidence  of  the  Chak  is  Rs.  1-4.  Three  villages 
owned  by  a  Banyi  family  of  Badshahpur  (Tighri,  Tfkrf  and  Shamspur) 
paid  last  year  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,376,  while  their  assessment 
IS  only  Rs.  1,634,  and  at  sanctioned  rates  would  be  Rs.  1,720.  Rents 
are  rising,  for  at  Settlement  in  four  villages  1,404  acres  paid  rents 
averaging  Rs.  2-1  per  acre,  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  1,849 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Rs.  2-2.  In  six  villages  last  year  the 
average  rent  was  at  least  double  the  average  incidence.  Allowing 
for  the  good  land  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  themselves,  and 
for  the  low  customary  rents,  these  rents  seem  to  justify  the  assess- 
ment of  the  Chak  as  a  whole.  Chak  Gurg4on  borders  on  the  similar 
Zerkobi  Chak  of  tashfl  Dehli,  and  the  rates  compare  as  follows  : — 


Chak  Gurgaon. 

Zerkohi 

,  Delht. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chahf 

Dahri                  *•• 
Narmofc          .    ^ 
Magda                .- 
Bhiir  .                 .;. 

Bs. 

.2-14 

1-12 

i-o  i 
o-u 

Rausli 
Bhdi 

•  • 

Rs. 

2-12    ' 
2-2 

1-2 

.    0-12 
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The  iniportaftt  rate  is  the  Re.  i  on  magdti,  which  apph'es  to  8| 
p^t  cent,  of  the  Gurgion  Chak  and  corresponds  to  the  Re.  1-2  rate  on 
the  Delhi  light  rausli^  which  is  the  same  soil  and  forms  95  per  cent, 
bf  the  Zerkohf  Chak.  The  Settlement  Officer  in  Delhi  assessed 
Slightly  above  the  sanctioned  rates,  so  that,  although  Mr.  Channing 
went  a  good  deal  above  his  rates  in  assessing,  the  Delhi  assessments 
in  the  Zerkohf  are  at  least  as  high  as  those  of  Chelk  Gurg4on,  and 
I  have  satisfied  myself  that  this  is  the  case  by  comparing  the  assess- 
meftts  of  the  villages  on  both  sides  of  the  border.  In  Chak  Gurgaori 
the  cultivated  area  was  not  over-estimated,  for  the  area  assessed 
was  30,774  acres,  while  last  year  30,926  were  cultivated, 
and  this  year  30,651.  Nor  was  the  Chahf  area  Tnuch  over- 
estimated^ for  the  area  Assessed  was  3,096  acres,  while  at  Set- 
tlement 2,559  acres  were  irrigated,  2,820  last  year  and  2,780  this 
year.  The  Chak  as  a  whole  then  was  not  over-assessed,  indeed 
Some  villages  mfght  perhaps  have  safely  been  assessed  higher,  for 
Re.  1  per  aicre  seems  a  low  rate  for  niuch  of  the  mag-dd^  which  is  A 
Kght  easily-worked  but  fairly  fertile  soil  not  very  liable  to  suffet 
from  drought.  Mr.  Channing  did  assess  it  generally  about  Re.  r, 
the  increase  ift  his  assessments  over  the  circle-rate  estimate  being 
chiefly  in  Gurg&oh  itself.  We  have  reduced  the  janfia  for  term  of 
Settlement  duly  in  6  villages,  in  which  there  seemed  a  possible  over- 
estimate of  resources  or  in  which  damage  had  been  done  by  the 
^and  deposits  of  the  Badshihpur  Nald.  The  total  reduction  is  Rs. 
591,  or  i\  p^i  cent,  ot  the  total  assessment  of  the  Chak,  which  is 
reduced  from  Rs.  38,042  to  Rs.  37,451.  This  sum  I  would  distribute 
as  follows  ov^r  the  soils  returned  at  Settlement  (241  acres  dahri 
then  irrigated  from  bands  being  assessed  at  Bdranf  rates). 

Rs.  Rs. 

ChihC     ...  ..;  3;096  acres    @  2-8=     7,740 

Dahri  ...  747     „        @  i-8=»     1,120 

Narmot  ...  1,116    „Y     /-.  ,  ^  -   «/:^k« 

W(agd4  ...         22,84^     ;:j     @^-2=  ^^'957 

BhCir  .„  2,996    rt         @0-9^     1,685 

»  M  I  III 

Total  ...        30,800    „  Z7602 

Chak  (ju'rgaon  has  suffered  less  than  most  other  tracts.    Cultiva- 
-  tion  is  kept  up,  for  the  area*  cultivated  at  Settle- 

IK>wt7rc!dSnt^^^  men  t  was  30,774acres,  while  last  year  30,926  acres 
were  cultivated  and  this  year  30,651.  Irriga- 
tion from  wells  has  increased  from  2,559'at  Settlement  to  2,820  last 
year  and  2,780  this  year.  Population  increased  from,  23,098  to 
25.975  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned  as  ,24,956.  Plough-cattle  are 
said  to  have  fallen  off  from  3,290  at  Settlement  to  2,944,  pr  by  1 1 
per  cent.  714  acres  or  2  per  cent,  of  the  area  have  ,been  sold 
since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement 
was  455  acres,  is  now  returned  as  1,334  acres,  pr  4  per 
cent  of  the  cultivated  area.  In  6  villages  which  seenied  weakened 
we   have  granted   reductions  for  seven  years  which,  with  the  perma- 
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nent  reductions,  cause  a  decrease  in  the  revenue-roll  of  Rs.    1,133 

or  3  per  cent,  reducing  it  from  Rs.  36,661  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  35,528  in 

1883-84.     We  also  recommend  a  remission  of  Rs.  947. 

(19.)    The  nine  villages  of  the  Chak  adjoining  Dahr  formerly 

^u  1    J-     •     TA  1.  P^Jd   a  jama  of  Rs,  11,137,  the  circle-rates 

Chak  adjoining  Dahr.  '^  id,^^^^         j  s.t!  4.      i 

•'       •*  gave   Rs.  10,322,  and  the   actual   assessment 

is  Rs.  10.725,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent  on  the  former  jama. 
Rents  are  not  common  in  this  circle,  but  the  large  village  of  Harsari 
is  owned  by  a  non-resident  family  and  cultivated  chiefly  by  tenants- 
at-will  paying  rents  in  cash  or  kind.  Its  former  assessment  was 
Rs.  2,611,  its  present  assessment  Rs.  2,600,  and  at  circle-rates  it 
would  have  been  Rs.  2.697.  The  income  returned  for  1880-81  was 
Rs.  4,664,  and  for  last  year  Rs.  4,894,  although  much  land  is  held  by 
occupancy  tenants,  and  more  than  a  fifth  of  the  area  was  out  of  culti- 
vation. A  large  area  of  Dahrl  and  Bdvdnl  pays  cash  rents  at  the 
rate  of  Rs.  4-13  per  acre  while  the  Dahri  rate  is  Rs.  2-4.  The 
assessment  then  is  at  least  well  below  net  profits,  and  it  is  a  reduc- 
tion on  the  former  jama.  The  cultivated  area  was  perhaps  somewhat 
over-estimated,  for  it  was  assessed  at  7,526  acres,  while  last  year 
7,067  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  6,959.  The  Ch&hi  area 
was  not  much  over-estimated,  for  it  was  assessed  at  570  acres,  and 
the  area  actually  irrigated  was  445  acres  at  Settlement,  426  last  year 
and  512  this  year.  We  have  reduced  the  jama  of  only  one  village 
by  Rs.  106,  thus  reducing  the  assessment  of  the  Chak  from  Rs.  10,725 
to  Rs.  10,619,  and  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  10461  in  1882-83  ^^ 
Rf.  10,357  in  1883-84. 

This  sum  I  would  distribute  at  the  following  rates  over  the  areas 
returned  at  Settlement : — 

Chiihf  ...     570  teres  @  Rs.  2-12  =  Rs.     1,568 

Dahri  ...     844     „        „     „     2-4     =     „      1,899 

Ntrmot  ...     524     „        „     „     1-8     ss:     „         786 

Magda  •••  4>04S     »        »     «     "'5     =     »      5«309 

BhiSr  ...  1,515     „        „     „     0-12  =     „      1,136 

Total       ...  7,498     „  Rs.  10,698 

Cultivation,  returned  at  Settlement  as  7,526  acres,  was  given  last 
year  as  7,067  and  this  year  6,959,  ^  decrease  of  7J^  per  cent,  but 
almost  the  whole  of  this  is  in  the  village  of  Harsani,  above  instanced. 
Irrigation  from  wells  has  increased  from  445  acres  at  Settlen>ent 
and  426  last  year  to  5 1 2  this  year.  Population  fell  off  slightly  from 
4.545  in  1868  to  4,323  in  1881,  and  is  now  returned  at  4489. 
Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  849  at  Settlement 
to  703  now,  a  decrease  of  one-sixth.  Five  acres  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  6^  acres,  is 
now  returned  as  364  acres,  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  area,  two-thirds 
being  held  by  outsiders.  The  villages  seemed  to  be  doing  fairly,  and 
many  of  them  got  a  reduction  of  jama  at  Settlement.  We  thought 
no  temporary  reduction  required,  but  recommend  remissions  amount- 
ing to  Rs.  171  for  khar/f  1882. 
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(20,)  (See  §  247,  261.)  The  12  villages  of  Chak  Dahr  or  Chak- 
Najafgarh  Jhil  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs. 
Dahr,  TahsU  22,813,  of  which  some  Rs.  S.ocx)  may  be 
taken  as  the  jama  of  the  1,772  acres  now 
under  fluctuating  assessment,  leaving  some  17,750  as  the  former 
jama  of  the  lands  now  under  fixed  assessment.  The  sanctioned 
circle-rates  gave  on  this  land  Rs.  16,594,  and  the  preseirt  assessment 
is  Rs.  16,703,  a  reduction  of  about  6  per  cent.  Rents  are  commonly 
paid  in  kind,  but  in  one  village  57  acres  Chahi  this  year  paid 
Rs.  324,  averaging  Rs.  5-1 1,  against  the  Chahi  rate  of  Rs.  3  per  acre, 
and  a  considerable  area  of  sugarcane  paid  rents  from  Rs.  11  to 
14  per  acre,  against  the  dahri  rate  of  Rs.  2-8,  but  sugarcane  can 
seldom  be  grown  and  on  fluctuating-assessment  lands  pays  a  revenue 
of  Rs.  6  per  acre.  The  other  side  of  the  Najafgarh  Jhil  lies  partly 
in  the  Dehli  and  partly  in  the  Rohtak  District,  and  the  rates  here 
sanctioned  correspond  as  follows  with  those  sanctioned  in  those 
districts : — 


Chak  Dahri,     Tahsil 

GURGAON. 

Chak  Dahri,    Tahsil 
Dehli. 

Chak  Dahri,    Tahsil 

Jhajjar. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate, 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chihf 
Dahri 

Chiknot 
Narmot 

Magd& 
Bhdr 

3.0 
2-8 

i-4 
0-10 

•  ••    .a. 

Dikar    ... 
Rausli     ... 

Bhdr      ... 

3-0 
2-8 

0-12 

Gora      ... 
Ddkar  and 
Matyir 
Rausli    ... 
Bhdr      ... 

3-0 

2-4 

I -a 

1-6 
1-2 
0-12 

If  allowance  be  made  for  the  fact  that  the  rates  sanctioned  gave 
an  increase  of  assessment  in  tahsfl  Dehli,  and  a  large  increase  in 
tahsfl  Jhajjar,  while  in  Gurgaon  they  gave  a  decrease,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  Gurgaon  rates  are  not  high  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
other  two  districts.  The  cultivated  area  of  Chak  Najafgarh  Jhfl  was 
over-estimated  ;  it  was  assessed  at  9,186  acres,  while  last  year  only 
8,913  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  8,435  acres.  Some  of  the 
bhur  about  BhuderA  and  Chandii  is  very  inferior,  and  now  seems  almost 
unculturable.  The  Chahi  area  was  over-estimated  at  323  acres,  the 
area  actually  irrigated  at  Settlement  being  188  acres,  last  year  164 
and  this  year  156  acres.  Still,  the  jama  of  the  circle  was  reduced  by 
Mr.  Channing.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement 
in  six  villages,  where  the  resources  seemed  to  have  been  over-estimat- 
ed or  sand  deposits  had  injured  the  land.  The  reductions  amount  to 
Rs.  475,  or  3  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  Chak,  and  reduce   its 
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jam&  from  Rs.  16,703  to  Rs.  16,228,  wliich  I  would  distribute   over 

the  soils  as  follows  : — 

Rs.         11^08 


Chahi 
Dahrl 

323  acres] 
...  4,240      „     J 

[  ?^  !^^ 

?-» 

= 

Chi  knot 
Narmot 

...     654         n 

»»         99 

1-8 

=^ 

Magda 

•••  *>4^4    »» 

9»         »» 

'i 

ss 

Bhur 

...  hSSS    »f 

••        >» 

0-6 

= 

Total  Rf. 

...  9.^36  if 

V 

981 

t9 

3.a6o 
576 

16,225 


Cultivation  has  fallen  off  from  9,186  at  Settlement  to  8,913  last 
year  and  8435  this  year,  a  decrease  of  8  per 

rcSSL!^  "**^^"^  ^^^^''  ^^^  ***»s  decrease  is  almost  all  in  the 
inferior  iAiir.  Irrigation  from  wells  is  in- 
significant. It  shows  a  decrease  from  188  at  Settlement  to  156  this 
year.  Population  fell  off  from  9,232  in  1868  to  8469  in  1881  (it  is 
now  returned  at  S,224),  a  decrease  of  8  per  cent  Plough-cattle  are 
said  to  have  fallen  off  from  1,378  to  1,282.  60  acres  have  been  sold 
since  Settlement.  Before  Settlement  44  acres  were  mortgaged  ;  now 
579  acres,  or  6  p^r  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  are  said  to  be  mort- 
gaged, but  only  about  a  quarter  of  this  is  held  by  outsiders.  We  have 
granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  four  villages,  making  with  the 
permanent  reductions  a  decrease  of  Rs.  1,073,  or  6  per  cent  of 
the  assessment,  and  reducing  the  revenue-roll  from  Rs.  16,375  ^^ 
1882-83  to  Rs.  15,911  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
amounting  to  Rs.  445  for  kharif  1882. 

(21.)    (See  §  245,  259.)      The  26  villages  of  Chak  Farrukhnagar 
formerly  paid  an  assessment  (including  jagfr) 
sil^SnT'^^*^'  ^f   ^s-   28,305,  the  sanctioned    circle   rates 

gave  Rs.  30,502,  and  the  actual  total  assess- 
ment is  Rs.  31,954,  an  increase  of  13  percent  Only  a  little  of 
the  inferior  dAir  pays  cash-rents.  Last  year  2,296  acres  in  six  villages 
paid  Rs.  2435,  average  Rs.  i-i,  against  the  Mi^r  rate  of  9  annas. 
The  areas  may  include  some  better  ^oils,  and  the  lowness  of 
the  average  rent-rate  makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  M«r  rate  is  not 
too  high,  if  however  the  returns  are  to  be  trusted,  the  case  ot 
IFarrukhnagar  goes  to  show  that  the  assessment  is  below  half  net 
assets,  The  jama  of  the  town-lands  (which  are  held  in  istanuir). 
would  at  circle  rateis  be  Rs.  3,768,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  5,203,  of  which  Rs.  4,365  is  on  the  istamrir  lands  ;  last  year  of  the 
cultivated  area,  which  at  Settlement  was  returned  as  2,756  acres,  only 
1.770  acres  were  cultivated,  and  yet  the  istamrirdir's  income  for  that 
year  is  given  as  Rs.  10,554,  of  which  Rs.  1,436  is  from  grazing  fees  and 
Rs.  4,216  from  cash  rents  and  the  remainder  from  rents  in  kind.  The 
circle  adjoins  the  Dahri  circle  in  the  Jhajjar  tahsfl  of  the  Rohtak 
district,  the  revenue  rates  of  which  have  already  been  given.  They 
compare  as  follows  with  the  rates  sanctioned  for  this  circle. 
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ChAK  FABaUKHVAGAR. 

Chak  Dahri  Jhajjar. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Chdhf 

Dahri                         ••• 

1-12 
I-I2 

f.6 
0.14 

0-9 

3.0 

1-8 
1-6 
i-a 

o-ia 

ChiknotandNannot  ••• 

Magda 

Bhur                         ••• 

(Gora 

I  D&kar  and  Matylr... 

lauali 

Bhur 

The  Jhajjar  rates  are  thus  all  higher  than  the  Parrulchnagar  rates^ 
but  possibly  the  soils  of  the  Jhajjar  Dahri  are  better  tHan  those  of  the 
Farrukhnagar  Chak  which  are  almost  all  inferior  of  their  kinds,  and 
especially  the  bhut.  Cultivation  was  over-estimated  in  the  Farrukh- 
nagar Chak  at  Settlement,  for  it  was  assessed  at  3i;032  acres,  while  last 
year  only  23,123  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  only  18,889;  but 
much  of  this  enormous  decrease  is  only  temporary  and  owing  to  the 
Unfavourable  rainfall  of  last  year,  and  especially  of  this  year,  which^ 
did  not  make  it  worth  while  to  cultivate  the  high-lying  bhur.  On  the' 
other  hand  the  Chahf  area  was  hardly  over-estimated,  for  it  was 
assessed  at  4,272  acres,  and  the  area  actually  irrigated  was  at 
Settlement  3,776  acres,  last  year  3,413  and  this  year  3,649  acres.  We* 
have  reduced  the  jama  of  13  villages,  chiefly  owing  to  the  over-* 
estimate  of  cultivation,  by  Rs.  1433  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Chak,  which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  31,954  16  Rs.  30,521. 

This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows  : — 


Ch&hi 

•••     4,272     acres  @  Rs. 

2-12 

ss 

Rf. 

11,748 

Dahri 

•••     i><>9^        »>      w    »» 

I-I2 

s=s 

»> 

1,921 

Narmot 
Magda 

...     389      ) 

1-0 

= 

•» 

8,360 

Bhur 

•••      17*30^      f>        M      %i 

0-8 

= 

9» 

8,653. 

Total  ...     30,936    „  Rs.         30,582 

Ih  the  rate  on   bhur  allowance  is  made  for  the  5,006    acres    of" 
culturable  waste  which   provides  against    fallows    and'   brings    iii 
some  income  from  grazing. 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as   31,032*  acres,  last 

,  ,  „    .,^  ^         year    it    was     only    23,123    and    this    year 

x^I^^^o^^  ^'^'y    ^8'889'    a    decrease  of    39    per    cent. 

porary  reduction.  ^^^.^     ^^^^^     ^^jj.^^     ^^     .^      probably  .  due 

rathier    to   thte    unfavourable    seasons    than    to  any   great    fahing 
dflP   in   resources.     Irrigation  from   welU  has  decreased  only  from 
3^776  acres  at  Settlement  to  3413  last  year  and  3,649  this  year, 
or   b/   4   per   cent      Population    fell    off  from   24,182  in   1868 
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to  22,271  in  1 88 1  or  by  8  percent;  it  is  now  returned  at  20,770. 
The  town  of  Farrukhnagar  lost  a  fifth  of  its  population,  chiefly  by 
fever,  within  the  year  1879.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from 
2,474  at  Settlement  to  2,310  ;  many  of  these,  however,  are  used  in 
the  salt  manufacture.  1,084  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement, 
or  3  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area.  Before  Settlement  925 
acres  had  been  mortgaged,  now  the  area  mortgaged  is  returned  as 
i»339  acres  or  4  per  cent  of  the  area.  The  Sultanpur  salt  manu- 
facture which  is  still  carried  on  (§  305)  has  helped  several  of  the 
villages  to  maintain  their  position.  But  the  loss  of  their  cultivation 
and  population  has  told  upon  others,  and  remissions  equal  to  about 
two-fifths  of  a  year's  jama  have  been  given  since  Settlement  and 
two  villages,  Jaunidwas  and  Fazilpur,  have  been  taken  under  direct 
management.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  to  18 
villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  come  to  Rs.  4,339  or 
16  per  cent  of  the  khAlsd  revenue  and  reduce  the  Revenue-Roll 
from  Rs.  26,933  >"  1882-83  to  Rs.  22,594  in  1883-84.  We  also  re- 
commend  remissions  for  kharff  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  5,142  or 
nearly  a  fifth  of  the  year's  jama. 

(22.)     (See  §§  238,  252).    The  22  villages  of  Chak  Sfhf  formerly 
«,.  1  r,M./      ,.  M^  paid  a  jama   of   Rs.  13,244,  the  sanctioned 

vuaKOJui,  wnsiiourtaun.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  j^^  15,429,  and  the  actual  assess- 
ment is  Rs.  15,381,  an  increase  of  i6  per  cent  The  rates  are  very 
low,  and  gave  a  reduction  on  the  former  jama  in  si^  villages,  but 
perhaps  the  bhur  rate  of  lo  annas  per  acre,  which  applies  to  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  area,  was  not  low  enough  to  allow  for  the 
large  areas  of  this  inferior  soil  which  fall  out  of  cultivation  in  bad 
years  such  as  the  last  two,  when  the  cultivated  area,  which  at 
Settlement  was  assessed  as  17,065  acres,  fell  off  to  14,994  and 
^ifi9i  acres  respectively.  The  culturable  area  left  unassessed  was 
only  792  acres.  The  Ch&hi  area  was  over-estimated  at  2,040  acres, 
for  at  Settlement  only  1,456  acres  were  irrigated,  last  year  1,500 
and  this  1,547  acres,  but  the  Ch&hf  rate  is  not  high.  Where  cultiva- 
tion or  irrigation  seemed  to  have  been  over-estimated,  we  have 
granted  reductions  in  14  villages  for  the  term  of  Settlement  aggre- 
gating Rs.  835  or  over  5  per  cent  of  the  revenue  of  the  circle, 
which  is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  15,381  to  Rs.  14,546.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  as  follows  on  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement : — 

Chihi  ...  ...  ...  3,040  acres      ®  Rs.  2-4     =  Rs.     4,590 

Dahri  ...  ...  ...  25    „      ) 

Narmot  ...  ...  ...  11     „      }  „    „    0-14  «     „      4,188 

Magdi  ...  ...  ...  4,750    .,      ) 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...  10,216    „          .,     „   0-9     =     „      5.746 

Total        ...     17,042  acres  Rs.     14.524 

Cultivation  was  given  at  Settlement  as  17,065  acres;  last  year  it 

n,.v    q^K(   t.™.o«.^      ^^^  *4»994  and  this  year  13,693,  a  decrease 

itSrttons,      ^        ^^      ^f  20  per  cent     Irrigation  from  wells  is  kept 

up ;  at  Settlement  it  was  1456  acres,  last  year 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    135    ) 

i,500  and  this  year  1,547.  Population  fell  off  from  8,344  in  1868 
to  8,046  in  1 881,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent.  ;  it  is  now  returned  at  7,183. 
Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  1,556  to  882,  a  loss 
of  one-third  :  310  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mort- 
gage, which  before  Settlement  was  75  acres,  is  now  728  acres  or  4  per 
cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  almost  all  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
We  have  granted  further  reductions  amounting  to  Rs.  2,194  or 
15  per  cent,  of  the  Revenue-Roll,  which  is  thus  reduced  from 
Rs.  14,551  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  13,731  in  1883-84.  We  also  recom- 
mended remissions  for  the  kharff  of  Rs.  4,548  or  nearly  a  third  of 
a  year's  jama. 

(23.)     (bee  §§  239,  253).  The  12  villages  of  Chak  Kdsan  former- 

•rKob  vi-n   *.wi  r„r     ^y  P^^^   *  i^^^  ^^  ^^-  ^'^^'  *®  sanctioned 
Chak  Kisan,  tahsil  Gur-     ^^^^^  ^^^^  j^g  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  present  assess- 

ment  is  8,652,  an  increase  of  27  per  cent. 
The  rates  are  low  on  account  of  the  great  increase.  Little  cultur- 
able  land  was  left  unassessed,  and  cultivation  was  over-estimated 
at  10,665,  for  last  year  only  9,596  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 
year  8,970.  The  Chahi  area  was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  423 
acres,  for  only  289  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  383  last  year  and 
366  this  year.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement 
in  four  villages,  amounting  to  Rs.  427  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  as- 
sessment, which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  8,652  to  Rs.  8,225.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  at  the  following  rates. 

Chihf  ...  ...  ...  433  acres  @  Rs.  3-0    =  Rs,       846 

Magdi  ...  ...  ...       7.534    .»      ..     ,»    0-13  =     „     6.121 

Bhur  ...  ...  ...      2,708    „      „    „     o-7i  =     „     1,269 

Total        ...        10,66$  acres  Rs.    8,236 

Cultivation,  which  at  Settlement  was    10,665   acres,  was  only 
9,596  last  year  and  8,970  this  year,  a  decrease 

rcducdon^      "*'^^''"''^    ^*"    '^    P^*"  ^^"*-     Irrigation    has  increased 
•  "^  *°  •  from  289  at  Settlement  to  383  last  year  and 

366  this  year.  Population  fell  off  from  4,658  in  1868  to  4,441  in 
1881,  or  by  5  per  cent.  Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from 
619  to  391  or  by  more  than  a  third  :  39  acres  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  53  acres, 
is  now  returned  at  708  or  7  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area,  all  held 
by  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  seven 
villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs.  1,040  or 
12  per  cent,  and  reduce  the  Revenue-Roll  from  Rs.  8,356  in  1882-83 
to  7,316  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif  1882 
amounting  to  Rs.  3,914  or  nearly  half  a  year's  jama. 

(24.)  (See  §§  240,  254)  The  17  villages  of  Chak  Sdhibi  formerly 

paid  a  jama,  (including  jdgir/ of  Rs.  15,233,  the 

^bak  Sahibi,  tahsil  Gur-    sanctioned  rates  gave    Rs.     17,966,  and   the 

*^"'  actual  assessment  is    Rs.  19,270,  an  increase 

of  26  per  cent    The  rates  were  very  low,  and   that   Mr*  Channing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    136    ) 

tl^ought  SO  is  evident  from  his  having  assessed  7  per  cent,  above- 
them.  They  compare  as  follows  with  those  of  the  similar  Jhajjar 
Chak  Dahri  in  Rohtak  district  which  adjoins  this  Chak  on  the  north 
and  west. 

Ch^  SliMbf 

Gurgion 
SoiL  Rats. 

Ch&hf  ...    Ks.  ^-4 

Dahrf  •••      »,     x-lo 


} 


Cbak  Dahri 
Jhajjar. 
Soil, 
••• 

Rate, 

3-0 

2-4 

Gor&  D&kar  and 
Maty&r 

1-6 

Rausli 
Bhdr 

X-2 
0-13 

Chiknot   and   .  .  . 

Narmot      '  J      V    ^'^^ 

Magd&  •••      n    ''I 

Bhuir  •••      19    0-9 

The  Gurgdpn  rfites,  arQ  thus  in  every  case  much,  b^low.  those 

of  Jhajjar.       .  '   •  •  1 

La^t  yeaf  1,583  apres  or  an  eighth  of  the  area  paid  rents 
aggregating  Rs.  3«338  and  averaging  Rs.  2-2  per  acre;,  while  the 
average  incidence  is  Rs.  1,-9,  but  much  of  the  land  paying  rents 
is  inferior  bhuvy  so  that  the  average  rent  is  no  good  index  of  the 
capabilities  of  the  circle.  The  village  of  Siwdri  in  this  Chak  is 
held  in  istamra,r.  The  sanctioned  rates  give  a  jama  of  Rs,  i^93» 
and  the  actual  assessment  is  Rs.  1,716.  The  istamr&rdir's  income, 
from  rents  in  cash  and  kind  and  grazing  fees  is  returned  as  follows 
for  the  last  three  years :    Rs.  3,181,    Rs.  3,203,     Rs.   3,387,   so    that  \ 

the  revenue-rate  jama  is  well  below  half  net    assets   and  the  actual  ^ 

assessment  hardly  above.it. 

Cultivation  was  perhaps  over-estimated  at  12,097,  for  last  year 
only  10,907  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  10,301.  The  Chshi 
area  was  hardly  over-estimated  at  3,581  acres,  for  at  Settlement 
3,264  acres  were  irrigated,  last  year  3,250,  and  this  year  3444  ;  the 
Chahi  rate  too  was  very  low,  even  allowing  for  the  saltness  of  the 
wells. 

We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  only 
four  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  397  or  2  per  cent.,  and  reducing  the 
assessment  of  the  Chak  from  Rs.  19,270  to  Rs.  18,873.  This  sum 
I  would  distribute  as  follows  over  the  areas. 


Chahf  ... 

... 

••• 

3,581 

acres 

® 

Rs. 

2-8 

ss 

Rs. 

8,95a 

Dharf  •.. 

... 

..« 

2,876 

»• 

n 

)> 

1-12  = 

91 

5,033 

Chiknot  and  Narmot 

..• 

931 

n 

9) 

t» 

1-4 

B 

n 

I.164 

Magd4... 
Bhtir    ... 

••• 

••• 

2,838 

H 

n 

M 

l-i 

ss 

If 

3,015 

... 

••• 

1,826 

•> 

n 

n 

0-6 

=■ 

f% 

685 

Total       ...  ...  12,052    acres  Rs.  18,849 

Cultivation,  returned  at  Settlement    as  12,097  acres,  was  10,907 
last  year  and  10,301  this  year,  a    decrease  of 

red^aonf  "^"''^     ^4  P^^  ^^"^-     Irrigation   has  increased   from 

3,264  acres  at  Settlement  to  3,25olast  year 
and  3,444  this  year.  Population  was  6,009  in  1868  and  6,019  in 
i88i   and    is  now  returned  at   5,881.  Plough-cattle   were  giveaa 
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1^64  at  Settlement  aikl  1,434  now.  395  acres  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  104  acre» 
19  now  returned  at  916  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area,  of 
which  three-fourths  is  held  by  outsiders.  The  increase  of  assessment 
was  26  per  cent  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  nino 
villages,  amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs  1,751  oc 
II  per  cent,  of  the  Revenue-Roll,  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  i5,94r 
In  1881-83  to  Rs.  14,190  in  1883-4.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
for  kharif  i88a:  amounting  to  Rs.  1,751  or  11  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(25.)    (See  §§237,  251).    The   11   villages  now  in  this  circle 
formerly  paid   a   jama    of    Rs.    18,716,   the 
Chak  B^oii,  tabsil  Gur-    sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs  22,997  and  the  actual 
"  assessment  is  Rs.  22,120,  an  increase  of  19  per 

cent.  Cultivation  was  over-estimated  at  16498  acres,  for  last  year 
only  14,136  were  cultivated  and  this  year  12,962.  The  Chdhi  area 
was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  2,043  acres,  for  only  1,598  acres 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  1,629  last  year  and  1,512  this  year. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  five  villages- 
amounting  to  Rs.  872  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment,  which^ 
is  thus  reduced  from  Rs.  22.120  to  Rs.  21,248.  This  sum  I  would 
distribute  as  follows  over  the  areas  given  at  Settlement. 


Chahf 

••• 

...    2,043 

acres 

& 

Rs   2-12    =  Rs. 

5.618 

Dahri 
Nannot 
Magdi 
Bhtir 

...    4,548 

35 

•••    5»993 

...    3.877 

n 
•1 

>i    '-12     =    „ 
0    0-7       =     »» 

7,959 
6,028 

1,696 

Total... 

•t.  16,496 

acres 

Rs. 

21,301 

Cultivation  at  Settlement  was  returned  as  16,498  acres,  last  year 
^  ,  _  ,     .  it  was  only    14,136,  and  this  year   12,962,  a 

reducti^o^sT  "^"^    decrease    of  21   per    cent.     Irrigation   from 

wells  increased  from  1,598  acres  at  Settlement 
to  1,629  acres  last  year,  and  this  year  was  1,512  acres.  Population 
fell  off  from  8,918  in  1868  to  7,572  in  1881,  a  decrease  of  15  per 
cent,  and  is  now  returned  at  7,608.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off 
from  1,356  at  Settlement  to  1,066,  a  decrease  of  nearly  a  fourth  :  loa 
j^cres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement.  Before  Settlement  there  was 
no  mortgage,  and  now  103  acres  are  returned  as  mortgaged.  We 
have  fi^ranted  reduction  for  seven  years  in  all  the  villages  amoun- 
ing,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  2,713  or  13  per  cent,  of 
the  Revenue-Roll,  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  21442  in  1881-82  to 
Rs.  18,729  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Rs.  3,654  or  a  sixth  of  a  year's  jama. 

(26.)     The  15  villages    transferred    from    tahsils  Gurg&on  and 

^  V  1   «    ji  '    ,r.t,  Nuh   may  be   taken   as    forming  a  circle  by 

traltriUfromo"^^^^  themselves.      With    the    exception   of   four 

which  formed  part  of  the  Tfioni  assessment 
circle^  theyialL  werQ  reported  on  as  part  of  Chak.  Bahor4.  ia  Gui^gioo. 
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(y.  V,)  Their  former  assessment  was  Rs.  10,774,  the  circle  rates 
gave  Rs.  13486,  and  their  present  assessment  is  Rs.  12,595,  ^n  '"• 
crease  of  17  per  cent.  One-third  of  the  total  area  is  unirrigated 
6Mt\  and  as  a  rule  it  is  this  inferior  soil  which  is  held  by  tenants- 
at-will  paying  cash-rents.  In  1882-83  >"  five  villages  534  acres  paid 
rents  aggregating  Rs.  780  or  Re.  1-7  against  the  average  incidence 
of  Re.  1-4,  the  ntagdd  rate  of  Re.  i  and  the  bhur  rate  of  ip  annas. 
Rents  seem  to  be  increasing,  for  in  three  villages  at  Settlement  551 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-2,  and  last  year  in  the  same  vil- 
lages 456  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-9.  Cultivation  was 
perhaps  over-estimated  at  10,256  acres,  for  last  year  only  9,140  acres 
were  cultivated  and  this  year  8,569.  Well-irrigation  was  over-esti- 
mated at  1,971  acres,  for  only  1,777  were  irrigated  at  Settlement, 
1,300  last  year  and  1443  *his  year,  but  much  of  the  decrease  last 
year  and  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  area  of  Ch4hi  land  in 
two  villages  (Lokr4  and  Mau,  some  450  acres)  was  flooded  by  a 
stream  and  did  not  require  to  be  irrigated  from  the  wells,  so  that 
the  Ch&hi  area  assessed  was  probably  not  much  above  the  average 
area  irrigated  at  Settlement.  The  bhur  in  some  of  these  villages 
is  very  inferior  and  not  often  cultivated.  Allowing  for  these  possible 
over-estimates  and  for  some  injury  done  by  sand-deposits  since 
Settlement,  we  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in 
eight  villages  amounting  to  Rs.  607  or  5  per  cent,  and  reducing  the 
total  revenue  from  Rs.  12,595  to  Rs.  11,988,  which  may  be  distri- 
buted at  the  following  rates  on  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement : — 


Chdhi 

...     1,971  acres  @ 

Rs. 

2-8  =  Rs, 

5»«74 

Dahri 

...     1,179      »»       » 

», 

1-8  =     „ 

1.768 

Narmot 

ill      „1 
...     3»*89      »»J    " 

M4gd4 

>» 

i-o  =     „ 

3.401 

Bh6r 

•••     3,703      »»       0 

i» 

0-7  =     „ 
Bs. 

1  621 

Total 

...   10,254  ^^^^^ 

11,964 

Cultivation  was  returned  as  10,256  acres  at  Settlement,  and  last 
year     only  9,140   acres   were    cultivated  and 
Te^i^Tyred««io^  this  year  8,569,  SO   that    16   per   cent  is  out 

of  cultivation.  The  area  irrigated  from  wells 
has  fallen  off  from  1,777  acres  at  Settlement  to  1,300  last  year 
and  1,443  ^his  year,  but  as  already  explained  almost  the  whole  of 
this  decrease  is  due  to  the  Chahl  lands  of  two  villages  having  been 
irrigated  by  floods.  Population  was  4,679  in  1868  and  4,625  in 
1 88 1,  and  is  now  returned  at  4,590.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off 
from  946  to  890  or  by  6  per  cent. :  62  acres  have  been  sold  since  Set- 
tlement and  14  mortgaged.  The  worst  feature  here  is  the  large 
area  of  land  which  has  been  out  of  cultivation  for  some  years. 
To  judge  from  their  appearance  too  some  of  the  villages  are  much 
reduced  ;  and  in  some  the  increase  of  assessment  was  considerable  • 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  eight  villages  amount- 
ing, with  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  1,480  or  12  per  cent,  of  the 
Bevenue-Koll,  which  is    reduced    from    Rs.    12,336    in    1882-83  to 
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Rs.  10,856  in  1883-84.     We  also  recommend   remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Rs.  1,864  or  15  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(27.)  (See  §§  272,283^  The  56  villages  of  Chak  Sahibi  for- 
merly paid  a  jama  (including  jaglr)  of 
RewArf,  Chak  j^g  61,345,  the  sanctioned  rates  gave 
Rs.  63,194,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  62,671,  an  increase  of  2  per  cent.  Here  too  the  evidence  given 
by  the  average  rent-rate  is  no  good  guide,  as  the  soils  vary  much 
in  value,  and  the  land  paying  cash-rents  is  of  all  descriptions,  but 
seemingly  for  the  most  part  consists  of  the  inferior  soils.  In  1881-82 
in  35  villages  4,798  acres  or  an  eighth  of  the  total  cultivated  area 
of  the  chak  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  9,934  and  averaging  Rs.  2-1 
per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  lis.  1-9,  the  Magdd  Bdrdni 
rate  of  Re.  1-2  and  the  bhur  rate  of  \2  annas.  In  seven  villages  the 
average  rent  is  double  the  average  incidence.  Rents  are  rising 
for  at  Settlement  in  14  villages  2,972  acres  paid  rents  averaging, 
Re.  1-6  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  3,609  acres  paid  rents 
averaging  Re.  i-ii.  According  to  the  patwari's  returns  for  the 
villa«i:es  of  Bapas,  Turkidwas  and  Jaitpura,  each  of  which  is  owned 
jointly,  and  therefore  has  a  joint  account  for  the  whole  village,  the 
income  of  the  proprietors  last  year  in  cash  and  kind  amounted  to 
Rs.  6,283,  while  the  jama  of  these  three  villages  is  Rs.  3.486,  and  at 
circle-rates  would  have  been  Rs.  3,026. 

The  sanctioned  rates  compare  as  follows  with  those  for  the 
similar  and  adjoining  Chak  Dahri  in  the  Jhajjar  tahsil  of  the  Rohtak 
district : — 


Rbwari,  Chak  Sahibi. 

Jhajjar  Chak  Dahri. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

ChAhf 
Dahrf 
Chiknot                   ...  1 

Narmot                    •..  ) 

Magd4 

Bh6r 

Rs.  As. 

3    0 
I   10 

I     8 

I     2 

0  12 

Gora 

Dakar  and               ...  ) 

Matyar                     ..  j 

Rausli 

Bhdr 

3     0 
*    4 
I     8 

I     6 

I     2 
0  12 

So  that  the  rates,  with  the  exception  of  that  on  dahri^  are  almost  ex- 
actly the  same. 

Cultivation  was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  Settlement  at 
39,912  acres,  for  only  36,594  acres  were  cultivated  last  year  and  35,030 
this  year,  and  the  rate  of  12  aonas  on  the  bhur  is  high.     The  Chahf 
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Ar«a  wad  hafdly  overestimated  at  10,841  acres,  for  8,^20  acres  were 
actually  irrigated  at  Settlement,  9,825  last  year  and  10,016  this  year. 
Tlie  dairi  is  precarious  and  poor,  but  the  rate  of  Re.  i-io  is  low  for 
daArl  We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  15 
villages,  chiefly  on  account  of  injury  done  lately  by  sand-deposits 
brought  down  by  the  Sdhibf  and  other  streams,  amounting  to  Rs. 
1,298  or  2  per  cent,  and  reducing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  62,67 1 
to  Rs.  61,373  or  the  same  as  it  stood  before.  This  sum  I  would 
distribute  at  the  following  rates: — 

Ch&hl  ...     10,841  acres  at  Rs.  3-0  =  Rs.  32,523 

Dahrf  ...       1,191 


f»     f      n 


Chiknot  ...  556  rt  \    „  1-8  =  n  7,804 

Narmot  ...  3*448 

Magdi  ...  13,119  t#  »  1-2  =  „  I4,7S9 

Bhtir  ...  10,696  „  ^  0-9  =  „  6,016 


Total    •••    39,859  acres  Rs.  61,102 

Cultivation   was  returned   at  Settlement  as   39,912  acres  ;  last 
^^  ,  ^,^.^,  year  only   36,594  were   cultivated   and  this 

^^^ChakSAbibi-temporary  year  35,030,  a  decrease  of  I o  per  cent.  The 
area  irrigated  from  wells  has  increased  from* 
8,720  acres  at  Settlement  to  9,825  last  and  10,016  this  year,  an  in- 
crease of  15  per  cent,  which  perhaps  counterbalances  the  falling  off  in 
cultivation.  Population  fell  off  from  30,222  in  1868  to  27,121  in 
1 88 1,  a  decrease  of  10  percent,  and  is  now  returned  at  26,025. 
Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  4,513  at  Settlement  to  3,854  now. 
a- decrease  of  15  percent :  2,831  acres  or  7  per  cent  of  the  total  area 
have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settle- 
ment was  returned  as  only  123  acres,  is  now  given  as  5,175  acres  or 
15  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area^  more  than  half  recorded  in 
the  revenue  papers  and  almost  all  in  the  hands  of  outsiders.  These 
transfers  are  very  serious,  and  show  how  much  the  past  bad  years 
have  told  upon  the  villages.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  scven^ 
years  in  26  villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount 
to  Es.  4,755  or  8  per  cent  of  the  Revenue-Roll,  and  reduce  it 
from  Rs.  59,618  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  54,863  in  1883-84.  We  also 
recommend  remissions  for  kharff  1882  •  amounting  to  Rs.  4,299 
or  7  per  cent  of  a  year's  jama. 

(28.)     (See  §§  278,289).    The    41    villages  of   Chak  Rewdrf  • 
Chak  RcwAri.  formerly  paid  a  jama  of   Rs.    23,729,    the 

sanctioned  rates  gave  Rs.  2241 5  and  the  actual 
assessment  is  Rs.  23,322,  a  decrease  of  2  per  cent  In  25  villages, 
1ft  1881-82;  1,985  acres  or*  a*  ninth  of  the'  total  cuttfvatetf  area, 
mostly  consisting  of  inferior  soil,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,088 
and  averaging  Re.  1-9  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-4, 
the  Magda  rate*  of  Re.  i-Oj  and  the  bhur  rate  of  12  anhas. 
Rents  would  seem  to  be  aboat  stationary,  for  at  Settlement  in 
II  villages  879  acres'  paid<  rents  averting  Re.*   i^io,   and-  last 
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year  in  the  same  villages  i,22Q  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-9. 
According  to  the  patw&rfs  return  the  income  of  the  land  of 
Rew4rf  Khas  was  Rs.  8,821  last  year  ;  the  circle  rates  gave  a  demand 
of  Rs.  4,212  and  the  assessment  fixed  was  6,125,  (the  former  jama 
having  been  Rs.  7,025).  The  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  was  per- 
haps over-estimated  at  Settlement  at  18,676  acres,  for  only  17,619  acres 
were  cultivated  last  year  and  16,329  this  year.  The  area  irrigat- 
ed from  wells  was  not  over-estimated  at  3,527  acres,  for  3P79  were 
irrigated  at  Settlement,  3,500  last  year  and  3,650  this  year.  We  have 
granted  reduction  for  term  of  Settlement  in  only  one  village,  amount^ 
ing  to  Rs.  39  and  reducing  the  total  assessment  from  Rs.  23,322  to 
Rs.  ^3,283,  which  1  would  distribute  as  follows  •. — . 

ChaW  ..•  3,527  acres  at  Rs.  2-14  =  Rs.  10^140 

Chiknot  •.«  I  acre  ^ 

Narmot  ...  280  acres  >  „       i-a     =s     „      7i33* 

Magda  ,..  6,242     „     ) 

Bhiir  V-  8,565     „          „       o-n  ^    ,,      5,888 

Total      ...     18,6.15  acres  Rs.  23,366 

€ultivation  was   returned   at   Settlement  as  18,676  acres;  last 
year   it  was    17,619  and  this  year  16,329,  a 
cJdllctio^  ""^""^     decrease  of  12  per  cent.     Irrigation   has  in- 

creased from  3,079  acres  at  Settlement  to 
3,500  last  year  and  3,650  this  year,  an  increase  of  18  per  cent.  Popu- 
lation increased  from  32,182  in  1868  to  32,223  in  1881,  and  is  now 
returned  as  31,818.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  1,547*  at 
Settlement  to  1449  or  by  6  pier  cent. :  822  acres  or  4  J^  per  cent  of  th& 
total  cultivated  area  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage 
which  before  Settlement  was  returned  as  692  acres,  is  now  given  as 
3,984  acres  or  21  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area,  almost  all  in  the  hands-, 
of  outsiders,  but  only  1407  acres  or  7  per  cent  of  the  area  is  recorded 
as  mprtgage  in  the  revenue  papers.  We  have  granted  reductionst 
for  seven  years  in.  13  villages  which,  with  the  permnnent  reduc- 
tions, amount  to  Rs.  1,388  or  6}4  per  cent  of  the  Revenue-Roll  and 
bring  it  down  fron^  Rs.  21,269  i"  1882-13  to  Rs.  19,8^1  in,  1883-84. 
We  also  recommend  remissions  for  the  khacff  of  1882  amounting  to. 
Rs.  1,425  or  7  per  cent  of  %.  year's  jama^ 

(29.)     (See  §§  276,  287).    The  74  villages  of  Chak  Magda  shor 
formerly  paid    a    jama   (including   jagir)    of 

«il^Rc*warf^"^*  *^'*''  ^"     ^^-     53,243.     the     sanctioned     rates     gave 

Rs.  49,354,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  5i»354,  a  decrease  of  3^  per  cent,  on  the  former  jama. 
In  1881-82  in  38  villages  4,569  acres  or  an  eighth  of  the  total 
cultivated  area  of  the  Chak,  much  of  it  consisting  of  the 
poorer  soils,  paid  rents  aggregating  R^s.  7,696  and  averaging* 
Re.  i-ii  per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-8,  the  MagtSi 
rate  of  Re.  1-3  and  the  bhur  rate  of  12  annas.  According  to  the 
patwafis  the  income  of  D>li&ki  suidt  Gajuwas^.  held  by.  npn-rpsidenti 
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owners,  last  year  came  to  Rs.  1,042,  the  sanctioned  rates  gave  a  jama 
of  Rs.  750  for  these  two  villages,  and  their  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  565.  In  this  circle  the  great  justification  for  the  rates  and  the 
assessment  is  the  reduction  they  gave  on  the  former  assessment 
In  46  villages  the  rates  gave  a  reduction  and  in  45  villages  the  present 
actual  assessment  is  less  than  it  was  before  Settlement.  Cultivation  was 
not  much  over-estimated  at  34,764  acres,  for  last  year  33,668  were 
cultivated  and  this  year  33.206  ;  nor  was  the  Chihi  area  much  over- 
estimated at  8,461  acres,  for  at  Settlement  7,508  were  irrigated,  last 
year  7,528  and  this  year  7,881.  Some  villages  however  are  much 
weakened,  and  the  assessments  of  some  are  undoubtedly  high. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  Settlement  in  13  villages  amounting 
to  Rs.  539  or  one  per  cent,  of  the  assessment  of  the  circle  which  is 
thus  reduced  from  Rs.  51,354.  to  Rs.  50,815.  This  sum  I  would 
distribute  over  the  soils  at  the  following  rates  :  — 

Chilli  ...  8,461    acres  @  Rt. 

Chiknoc  and  Narmot  •••  3,zIo        „  ,,  ,, 

Magda       ...  ...  17,433       99  *9  99 

Bhiir           ...  ...  5,660      „  „  „ 

Total      ...   34,764.  acres  Rs.  50,895 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  34,764  acres,  last 
year  the  area  cultivated  was  33,668  and  this 
uS^tL^o^~  y^"  33.206.  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent  Irrigation 
has  slightly  increased  from  7,508  acres  at  Settle- 
ment to  7,528  last  year  and  7,881  this  year.  Population  fell  off  from 
24,082  in  1868  to  21,846  in  1881  or  by  9  per  cent.,  and  is  now  returned 
at  21,605.  Plough-cattle  are  said  to  have  fallen  off  from  3,367  at 
Settlement  to  3,047,  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent,  1,555  acres  or 
4%  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivated  area  have  been  sold  since 
Settlement;  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  given  as 
1,882  acres,  is  now  returned  as  4,605  acres  or  13  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  area,  four-fifths  of  this  being  recorded  in  the  revenue 
papers  and  more  than  five-sixths  in  the  hands  of  outsiders. 
Many  of  the  peasants  have  become  heavily  burdened  during  the 
last  few  years.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years 
which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs.  2,719  or  6 
per  cent,  of  the  Revenue-Roll,  and  bring  it  down  from  Rs.  44,618  in 
1882-83  to  Rs.  41,899  in  1883-4.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for 
kbarif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  2,935.  or  7  per  cent,  of  a  year's  jama. 

(30.)  (Sec  §§  277,  288;.  The  35  villages  of  Chak 
Palhdwds  formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  28,222, 
Rc^wiri.  ^^^^''^  ^^'^  the  circle  rates  gave  Rs.  29,306,  and  the 
actual  assessment  is  Rs.  29,281,  an  increase 
of  3j4  per  cent  on  the  former  jama.  In  25  villages  in  1881-82, 
3,745  acres  or  a  seventh  of  the  area,  mostly  consisting  of  the 
most  inferior  soils,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  4,391  and  averaging 
Re.   1-3  against    the    average    incidence  of  Re.    1-2,    the  magdd 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     143    ) 


rate  of  Re.  i  and  the  bkir  rate  of  12  annas.  Rents  show  some 
sign  of  falling,  for  at  Settlement  in  12  villages  2,265  acres  paid 
rents  averaging  Re.  1-2.  while  last  year  in  the  same  villages  2.405 
acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  i  only.  The  rates  compare  as  follows 
with  those  of  the  neighbouring  Chak  Bhiir  Chihat  Pukhta  of  tahsfl 
Jhajjar  in  the  Rohtak  district. 


Rbwari  Chak  Palhawas. 

Jhajjar  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Soil. 

Rate. 

Cb&hi 

Chiknot    and  Narmot. 

Magda 

Bhiir 

1-6        t 

1-0 

0-12 

Gora 

Dakar  and  Matyar    ... 

Rausli                         «•• 

Bhur 

*-4 
>-4 

I-O 

0-13 

O-II 

The  Rewdri  rates  are  thus,  with  exception  of  the  Chiihi  rate, 
decidedly  above  the  Jhajjar  rates,  but  they  gave  a  reduction  in  15 
villages,  and  the  jama  was  actually  reduced  in  9  villages.  The 
cultivated  area  at  Settlement  was  probably  over-estimated  at  26,173 
acres,  for  last  year  only  22,294  ^^^^  cultivated  and  this  year  only 
20,224.  The  Ch&hi  area  was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  4,944. 
acres,  for  only  4465  acres  were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  4,222  last  year 
and  4,236  this  year,  but  the  rate  on  Chahi  is  low,  while  the  rate  on 
bk&r  is  high  for  so  much  inferior  soil  We  have  reduced  the  assess- 
ment of  14  villages  for  term  of  Settlement  by  Rs.  683,  or  2\  per 
cent,  on  the  total  assessment  of  the  Chak,  which' is  thus  reduced  from 
Rs.  29,281  to  Rs.  28,598,  or  practically  much  the  same  as  before. 
This  I   would  distribute  as  follows  :— 


Ch&hf 
Narmot 
Magda 
Bhdr 


4,944  acres  @  Bs.  2-6  ■"  Rs    11,742 

7,688  ::} » -  '-' " "  ^'735 
12,988  M  » „  0-10-  „  8,118 


Chak    Palhawas — tempo- 
rary reduction. 


Total        ...   26,154      „  „    28,59s 

At  Settlement,  cultivation  was  returned  as  26,173  acres ;  last  year 
only  22,294  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 
year  20,224,  a  decrease  of  23  per  cent.  Irri- 
gation from  wells  has  fallen  off  from  4465 
acres  at  Settlement  to  4,222  last  year  and  4,236  this  year,  a  decrease 
of  5  per  cent  Population  fell  off  from  9,905  in  1868  to  9,028  in 
1881,  a  decrease  of  9  per  cent  and  is  now  returned  at  8,651.  Plough- 
cattle  have  fallen  off  from  1,826  at  Settlement  to  1,525,  a  decrease  of 
one-sixth.  1,314  acres,  or  5  per  cent  of  the  cultivated  area,  have  been 
sold    since    Settlement,    and    mortgage,    which  before  Settiemeot 
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was  896  acres,  is  now  returned  as  2,693  or  to  per  cent  of  the  area, 
of  which  more  than  two-thirds  is  recorded  in  the  revenue-papers, 
and  five-sixths  is  held  by  outsiders.  We  have  gra'nted  reductions  for 
seven  years  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs. 
3,968,  or  14  per  cent  of  the  revenue-roll  and  reduce  it  from  Rs.  28,754 
in  1882-83  to  Rs.  24,786  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  2,495,  or  9  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(31.)  (See  §  279, 290).     The  33  villages  of  Chak  Miindi  formerly 
'  ji      n- 1.  1     paid  a  jam4  of  Rs.  23,608  (including  jagir);  the 
Rc^idL  sanctioned  rates  gave   Rs.    24,818   and    the 

actual  assessment  is  Rs.  24,925,  an  increase 
of  5  per  cent  In  1881-82  in  13  villages  2,486  acres  or  11  per  cent  of 
the  total  cultivated  area,  mostly  the  poor  soils,  paid  rents  aggregat- 
ing Re.  3,358  and  averaging  Re.  I-5  per  acre  against  the  average 
incidence  of  Rs»  i-I,  the  magdd  rate  of  Rs.  I  and  the  bhur  rate  of 
12  annas.  Rents  seem  to  be  rising,  for  in  eight  villages  at  Settlement 
1,693  su:res  paid  rents  averaging  15  annas,  and  last  year  in  the  same 
villages  1,967  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-7.  According  to  the 
patwiris'  papers  the  income  last  year  of  the  jagir  village  of  Gopalpura 
Pir&npura  was  Rs.  1,986  (of  which  Rs.  1,640  was  from  cash-rents  and 
the  rest  from  rents  in  kind  at  one-third  of  the  gross  produce)  while 
the  assessment  is  only  Rs.  946,  and  the  sanctioned  rates  would  have 
givien  only  Rs.  826.  The  rates  are  high  as  compared  with  those 
(given  above)  of  the  Jhajjar  Chak  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta  which  adjoins 
this  Chak  on  the  north,  but  they  gave  a  reduction  in  nine  villages,  and 
the'assessment  was  actually  reduced  in  five  villages.  Cultivation  was 
perhaps  over-estimated  at  23,224  acres,  for  last  year  only  21464 
were  cultivated,  and  this  year  only  18,563.  Irrigation  from  wells 
was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  3,360  acres,  for  only  3,064  acres 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  3,119  fast  year  and  3,129  this  year. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  in  ten  villager 
amounting  to  Rs.  524,  or  2  per  cent,  of  the  total  assessment,  which  is 
thus  reduced  from  Rs.  24,925  tO'Rs.  24401.  This  sum  I  Would  dis- 
tribute as.  follows : — 

Ch&hi  ...  3,360  acres  @  Ri..  2-9  »  Rs.  8»6io 

Narmot  ...  275       „  V  , 

Magda  .-  5»+66      „|    »'     "     *  '  "=    •'  ^'"^^ 

Bhdr  ...  14,143      „      „    „    o^n-    ^  9^1^^ 

Total        ...  23,244      „  „    24^38 

At  Settlement  cultivation  was  returned  at  23,224  acre^ ;  Ifci^ 

year   only   21,464  were   cultivated    and  this 

Mdilafoi^       **^'''*^     y^^^  i8»563,  a  decrease  of  20  per  cent     Irri- 

gation  has  increased  slightly  from  3,064  acres 

at  Settlement  to  3,119  last  year  and  3,129  this  year.     Population 

was  10,566  in    1868   and    10,531    in    1881,  and   is  now  returned  as 

10,299.     Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off'  from*  1,992   at  Settlement  to 

1,736,  or  by  12  per  cent.    792  acres,  or  3  per  cent,  ofthe  total  cufti- 
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vated  area,  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which 
before  Settlement  was  returned  at  only  49  acres,  is  now  given 
as  2,286  acres,  or  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  area,  five-sixths  of  this  being 
recorded  in  the  revenue-papers  and  almost  all  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  which,  with 
the  permanent  reductions,  amount  to  Rs.  2,871,  or  12  per  cent,  of  the 
revenue-roll  and  reduce  it  from  Rs.  24,417  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  21,546  in 
1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  the  kharif  amounting 
to  Rs,  3,041  or  an  eighth  of  a  year's  jamA. 

(32.)  (See  §  273,  284).   Thei7villagesofChakKasaoti  formerly 
^  ,     «...     n-  u  1    P**^  *  J*"™*  ^^  ^^'    27.227,   the  sanctioned 
Re?iii.  '*'  ^^^^^  ?^v«  Rs-  26,717,  and  the  actual  assess- 

ment  is  Rs.  27,323,  or  practically  the  same  as 
before.  In  1881-82  in  1 1  villages  1,91 1  acres,  or  a  twelfth  of  the  total 
cultivated  area,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  2,820  and  averaging  Re.  1-8 
per  acre  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-3,  the  magdd  rate  of 
Re.  1-2  and  the  bhur  rate  of  10  annas.  Rents  are  perhaps  rising,  for 
at  Settlement  in  16  villages  669  acres  paid  rents  averagin^^  Re.  1-7  and 
last  year  in  the  same  villages  I,4S6  acres  paid  rents  averaging  Re.  1-8 
The  sanctioned  rates  are  a  good  deal  higher  than  those  of  the  adjoin- 
ing Chak  Bhur  Chahat  Pukhta  in  Jhajjar  (already  given),  but  they 
gave  a  decrease  in  ten  villages,  and  the  jama  was  actually  reduced 
in  six  villages.  Cultivation  was  over-estimated  at  23,125  acres,  for  last 
year  only  20,710  acres  were  cultivated  and  this  year  18,306.  The 
Chahf  area  was  over-estimated  at  3,686  acres,  for  at  Settlement  only 
3,371  acres  were  irrigated,  last  year  only  3,312  and  this  year  3,113. 
We  have  granted  reductions  for  term  of  Settlement  amounting  to 
Rs.  640,  or  2  J  per  cent,  on  the  total  assessment,  which  is  reduced  from 
Ks.27,323  to  Rs.  26,683.     This  sum  I  would  distribute  as  follows  :— 


Ch&hf 

... 

3,686  acres 

at 

Rs.     3-0  =   Rs.  11,058 

Chiknot 

...-) 

1 

and 

i 

.    1,140      „ 

i» 

»,       1-8  =      „      1,710 

Narmot 

...J 

1 

Magdi 

5,073              H 

» 

M         1-2   =       „      5.707 

Bhdr 

... 

13.234             « 

fi 

„    o-io  =     „    8,271 

Total  ...     23,133      „        „  Rs.  26,746 

Cultivation  was  returned  at  Settlement  as  23,125  acres  ;  last  year 
only  20,710  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 
t^l^i^T^^^''^^'^^''^^  year  18,306,  a  decrease  of  21  percent.  Irri- 
gation has  fallen  off  from  3,371  acres  at  Settle- 
ment to  3,312  acres  last  year  and  3,113  this  year,  a  decrease  of  8  per 
cent.  Population  fell  off  from  12,793  in  1868  to  11,504  in  1881,  a  de- 
crease of  10  percent,  and  is  now  returned  as  11,656.  Plough-cattle 
have  fallen  off  from  1,970  at  Settlement  to  1,558,  a  loss  of  more  than 
a  fifth.  471  acres  or  2  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  have  been  sold 
since  Settlement,  and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  6  acres 
only,  is  now  1,386  acres,  or  6  per  cent  of  the  total  cultivated  area,  all 
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recorded  in  the  revenue  papers  and  three-fourths  of  it  in  the  hands 
of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years  in  1 3 
villages  amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  2,883,  or 
1 1  per  cent,  on  the  revenue-roll  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  26,449 
in  1882-83  to  Rs.  23,566  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions 
for  khartf  1882  amounting  to  Rs.  3,894  or  15  per  cent  of  a  year's 
jama. 

(33.)     (See  §  275,  286).     The  39  villages  of  Chak  Hill  formerly 
^u  1      «  v^         -r  u  1     P^^^  *  i^^^  ^^  ^^    32733.  the    sanctioned 
R^id.  ^^^^^  S^^^  ^^"  34,668,  and  the  present  actual 

assessment  is  Rs.  34,157,  an  increase  of  45^ 
per  cent  In  1881-82  in  23  villages,  4,022  acres,  mostly  inferior  soil, 
paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  4,896  and  averaging  Re.  1-3  against  the 
average  incidence  of  14  annas,  and  the  bAur  rate  of  10^  annas. 
Kents  seem  to  be  rising,  for  at  Settlement  in  14  villages  1,500  acres 
paid  rents  averaging  Re.  i,  and  last  year  in  the  same  villages  2485 
paid  rents  avera^^ing  Re.  i-i.  The  sanctioned  rates  gave  a  reduction 
in  19  villages,  and  the  jamd  was  actually  reduced  in  14  villages. 
The  village  of  Nagla  Maen  owned  by  Banyas  is  let  by  them  to  Ahirs 
who  take  rent  in  kind  at  )^rd  of  the  gross  produce  from  under-tenants 
and  pay  the  owners  a  cash  rent  which  is  Rs.  575  this  year,  and  was 
Rs.  602  last  year  and  the  year  before  ;  the  jama  of  the  village  at  the 
sanctioned  rates  would  be  Rs.  378,  and  the  actual  assessment  is 
Rs.  366.  The  cultivated  area  of  the  Chak  was  perhaps  over- 
estimated at  Settlement  at  38,506  acres,  for  last  year  only  35,850 
acres  were  cultivated  aud  this  year  32,097  acres.  Ihe  Chahf  area 
was  somewhat  over-estimated  at  4,263  acres,  for  only  3,688  acres 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  3,793  last  year  and  3,698  this  year.  We 
have  reduced  the  assessment  for  term  of  Settlenjent  in  19  villages 
by  Rs.  1,162.  or  3  per  cent,  bringing  down  the  assessment  from 
Rs.  34,157  to  Rs.  32,995,  or  nearly  the  same  as  before.  This  sum  I 
would  distribute  as  follows  : — 

Ch&hi  ...     4,263  acres  @  Rs.  2-8     =   Rs.  10,658 

Magda  ...     4.604       „      „     „     i-o     =     „     4,604 

Bhiir  ...  29,675       „      „     ,,     0-9 J  =      ,17,619 


Total         ...   38,542  acres  Rs    32,881 

Some  little  may  be  assessed  on  the  10,479  acres  of  Hill. 

At  Settlement  cultivation  was  returned    at   38,506  acres  ;    last 

^  ,     ^  , ,  year  only  35,850  acres  were  cultivated  and  this 

reSn.  ""^""^     y^^'  ^"^^  32,097,a  decrease  of  17   per  cent. 

Well  irrigation  has  slightly  increased  from 
3.688  acres  at  Settlement  to  3,793  acres  last  year  and  3,698  this  year. 
Population  fell  off  from  17,196  in  1868  to  17,041  in  1881,  and  is  now 
returned  at  16,113.  Plough-cattle  fell  from  2,822  at  Settlement  to 
2,301,  a  decrease  of  nearly  one-fifth.  974  acres,  or  2J^  percent, 
of  the  total  cultivated  area,  have  been  sold  since  Settlement,  and 
mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  was  only  7  acres,  now  covers 
2,840,  or  7  per  cent,   of  the  area,  three-fourths  of  it  being  in  the 
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hands  of  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions  for  seven  years, 
amounting,  with  the  permanent  reductions,  to  Rs.  3,838,  or  12  per 
cent,  of  the  revenue-roll,  which  is  reduced  from  Rs.  33,227  in  1882-83 
to  Rs.  29,389  in  1883-84.  We  also  recommend  remissions  for  kharif 
1882  amounting  to  Rs.  5,279,  or  a  sixth  of  a  year's  jamd. 

(34.)     (See  §  274,  285).  The  nine  villages  of  Chak  Shdhjahdnpur 
^^  ,  ^,  ^  .  .,     formerly  paid  a  jama  of  Rs.  11,152,  the  sanc- 

^ChakShahjahanpur,Tahsil  ^j^^^j  ^ates  gave  Rs.  11,141  and  the  present 
assessment  is  Rs.  11,199,  an  increase  of 
Rs.  47  only.  In  1881-82  in  six  villages  2,214  acres,  or  a  fourth  of  the 
cultivated  area,  mostly  inferior  soil,  paid  rents  aggregating  Rs.  3,404 
and  averaging  ke.  1-9  against  the  average  incidence  of  Re.  1-4,  the 
maodd  rate  of  Re.  1-3  and  the  *//«r  rate  of  10  annas.  The  circle- 
rates  gave  a  reduction  in  three  villages,  and  the  jamd  was  actually 
reduced  in  three.  Cultivation  was  not  much  over-estimated  at  8.785 
acres,  for  8,51 1  were  cultivated  last  year,  and  8,090  this  year.  Irriora- 
tion  from  wells  was  not  much  over-estimated  at  1,017  acres,  for  820 
were  irrigated  at  Settlement,  969  last  year  and  940  this  year.  We 
have  granted  reduction  for  term  of  Settlement  in  two  villages 
amounting  to  Rs.  93,  and  reducing  the  assessment  from  Rs.  11,199 
to  Rs.  11,106  which  I  would  distribute  as  follows  : — 

Ch&hf  ...     1,017  acres  @  Rs.  3-0     ss  Rs.     3,051 

Narmot  ...        690       „      „     „     i-6     =     „  949 

Magda  ...     4,820       „      „     „     1-3     =s     „       5*724 

Bhur  ...     2,247       „     „     „     o-io  —    „      1,404 

Total         ...    8,774  *"^'  ^'^  lifiiS 

At   Settlement   cultivation   was  returned   as   8,785  acres ;  last 
year  8,5 1 1  were  cultivated  and  this  year  8,090, 

^^^^^^''''^'  a  d«:^««s«  of  8  P«r  «"t.  Irrigation  has 
increased  from  820  acres  at  Settlement  to 
969  last  year  and  940  this  year.  Population  fell  off  from  8,936  in 
1868  to  8,541  in  1881,  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent.,  and  is  now  returned 
at  8.487.  Plough-cattle  have  fallen  off  from  943  at  Settlemen^  to 
839,  a  loss  of  one-ninth.  181  acres  have  been  sold  since  Settlement, 
and  mortgage,  which  before  Settlement  covered  1 14  acres,  is  now 
returned  at  435  acres,  or  .5  per  cent.,  all  recorded  in  the  revenue- 
papers  and  half  of  it  held  by  outsiders.  We  have  granted  reductions 
for  seven  years  in  four  villages  which,  with  the  permanent  reductions 
amount  to  Rs.  6^6,  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  revenue-roll,  and  reduce  it 
from  Rs.  10,935  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,299  in  1883-84.  We  also  re- 
commend remissions  for  kharif  1882  amounting  to  Rs,  209. 


CHAPTER  IV.— Miscellaneous. 

61.     (See  §  220,  300).     In  97  villages  in   the  Gurgdon,  Nuh  and 

Firozpur  tahsfls,    whose    lands  are  subject  to 

•ubmSir    *"    "^    ""^    excessive  inundation,  a  condition   sanctioned 

by  Government  has  been  recorded  in  the  ad- 
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ministration-paper  entitling  them  to  remission  of  revenue  when  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  and  fallow  area  is  submerg- 
ed. This  system  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  former  custom  of 
reporting  only  cases  of  very  serious  inundation,  and  has  been  a  great 
boon  to  many  villages,  but  is  not  sufficiently  liberal.  For  instance 
in  the  village  of  Indri,  which  has  1,026  acres  assessed  as  naturally 
irrigated,  in  several  years  since  Settlement  about  300  acres  have  been 
submerged,  and  yet  no  remission  has  been  given  because  the  area 
submerged  did  not  exceed  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cultivated  and 
fallow  area,  which  is  4,004  acres.  Again  it  has  been  customary  in 
such  cases  to  allow  only  for  such  land  as  was  supposed  to  have  been 
submerged  too  late  for  cultivation,  and  no  allowance  was  made  for 
land  out  of  cultivation  from  other  causes.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult however  to  say  where  the  line  should  be  drawn,  and  a  more 
liberal  rule  would  benefit  the  cultivators  and  remove  a  cause  for  dis- 
content without  any  appreciable  loss  to  Government.  I  would  pro- 
pose the  following  rule  instead  of  that  at  present  in  force,  vis:  In 
villages  liable  to  submersion  a  remission  shall  be  granted  when  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  area  assessed  as  naturally  irrigated  is  out  of 
cultivation  owing  to  submersion  or  for  any  other  reasonable  cause, 
unless  the  area  so  left  uncultivated  is  less  than  three  per  cent  of  the 
total  cultivated  and  fallow  area  of  the  village  ;  such  remission  shall  be 
calculated  on  the  whole  dahri  area  out  of  cultivation  at  Mr.  Chan- 
uing's  dahri  rate  for  the  village. 

62.  (See  §  193,  220,  223).  Portions  of  seven  villages  (Meoli, 
Muhammadpur,  Kotla,Akaira,Jalalpur,Khan- 
tin?Asissm^^^^^^^^  *"  P""*'  a"d  Multhan),  which  form  the  basin  of 
the  Kotla  Jhil  on  the  border  of  the  Niih  and 
Ffrozpur  tahsfls,  were  placed  under  fluctuating  assessment  at  Settle- 
ment, the  proprietors  engaging  to  pay  Rs.  2  per  acre  besides  cesses 
for  all  land  cultivated  within  the  year.  The  land  revenue  realised 
from  the  Jhil  on  this  system  has  been  as  follows : — 

Agricultural  year.  Land  Revenue  realised. 

1877-78     ...  ...  ...  ...     Rs.    9,980 

1878-79     ...  ...  ...  ...        II    9fl6o 

1879-80    ...  ...  •..  ...        II    3»759 

1880-81     ...  ...  ...  ...        „  10,353 

1881-82     ...  ...  ...  •..        II    9»779 

Average    ...  .«•  ...  ...     Rs.    8,586 

The  all  round  rate  of  Rs.  2  seems  to  have  proved  too  high  as  an 
average  rate  for  the  crops  grown,  which,  owing  to  the  presence  of  rek 
in  the  soil,  are  often  very  inferior,  and  especially  for  the  bdjra  and 
fuoth  which  are  sown  round  the  sandy  margin  of  the  depression  when 
the  floods  have  not  been  extensive  enough  to  cover  that  part  of  it 
In  order  to  give  still  greater  relief  to  these  villages  we  recommend 
for  sanction  the  following  rates  and  rules  for  this  Chak  : — 

(i).  The  crops  of  each  harvest  to  be  measured  up  separately,  and 
the  revenue  and  cesses  of  each  harvest  to  be  levied  separately,  but  land 
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which  has  paid  for  a  kharif  crop  not  to  be  charged  for  a  crop  sown 
in  the  following  rabi. 

(2).  All  land  which,  whether  sown  or  not,  produces  no  crop,  to  be 
left  free  of  assessment. 

( 3  .  The  following  rates,  besides  cesses,  to  be  levied  on  all  lands 
producing  a  crop  : — 

/  %        «Tri  «         «  ^  «  RaU per  Rate  per 

(a). — Wheat  and   other  first-class   crops  Acre,      bigha. 

such  as  sugarcane,  rice,  cotton,  and 

wheat  and  barley  mixed  ...  Rs.     1-12     I-1-6 

[p). — Barley   and     other     second-class    crops 

such  as  gram  and  gram  and  barley  mixed  „  1-8  C-I J-O 
{f\ — ^JawAr,   moth,   bajra    and   other  inferior 

crops  ♦.,  ...  ...     „       i-o    o-io-o 

These  rates  applied  to  the  area  sown  during  the  past  kharif  and 
rabi  (1882-83)  give  a  total  land  revenue  of  Rs.  1,874  against  the 
Rs.  2,719  which  would  be  given  by  the  former  rate  of  Rs.  2  per  acre. 

We  have  also  recommended  that  that  part  of  two  of  these  villages, 
Kotla  and  Muhammadpur,  which  has  been  kept  under  fixed  assess- 
ment should  be  included  in  the  Jhil  Chak  and  placed  under  the  same 
rules  of  fluctuating  assessment:  because,  although  not  subject  to 
inundation,  it  is  a  strip  of  very  inferior  rM-iiifected  soil,  apt  to  fall 
.out  of  cultivation,  and  those  two  villages  are  so  much  broken-down  that 
it  will  be  difficult  for  them  to  pay  a  reasonable  fixed  assessment  for 
some  years  to  come.  This  change  involves  the  striking  of  the  Chak 
BAngar  of  those  two  villages  off  the  fixed  revenue-roll,  and  as  the 
proprietors  themselves  wish  it,  it  seems  highly  desirable  that  this 
should  be  done.  As  these  changes  will,  if  sanctioned,  affect  the 
arrangement  by  which  half  the  income  of  the  Kotla  Jhil  Chak  is 
made  over  to  the  District  Committee,  we  have  reported  them  separate- 
ly for  sanction  (Deputy  Commissioner  to  Commissioner,  No.  233, 
dated  7th  July  1883).  I  thought  the  rates  proposed  might  be  re- 
garded as  exceptionally  low  for  fluctuating-assessment  rates  and 
reconsidered  after  seven  years,  but  Mr.  Roberts  thinks  it  will  be  safer 
to  adopt  them  for  the  term  of  Settlement. 

63.     Parts  of  five  villages  (Budhera.  Mankraula,  DaulatAbad, 

Dharnipur,  Ardzi  Naubar^mad)  liable  to   fre- 

^Othcr  auctuatmg  assess-    ^^^^^^    submersion    on    the    Najafgarh    Jhil 

in  the  Gurgaon  tahsfl  were  also  placed  under 
fluctuating  assessment  (see  §  261)  at  Settlement.  The  realisations 
have  been  as  follows  since— 

Agvicultural  Year,  Realisations, 

1877-78      ...  ...  ...  ...     Rs.     2,834 

1878-89     ...  ...  ...  2,754 

1879-80     ...  ...  ...  ...       „  8 

1880-81     ...  ...  ...  ...       „       3,439 

IooI-o2      ...  .•* '  ...  ..I        ,,  ..... 


Average    ...  ...  ...  ...     Rs.     1,807 
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Notwithstanding  some  grumblings  on  the  part  of  the  villagers  the  sys- 
tem appears  to  have  worked  well  and  to  have  afforded  great  relief  as 
compared  with  the  previous  custom  of  recommending  remissions  only 
in  case  of  excessive  inundation. 

We  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  recommend  the  introduction 
of  fluctuating  assessments  into  any  other  village.  We  considered  the 
advisability  of  placing  some  of  the  most  broken-down  villages  under 
some  such  system,  but  the  people  were  opposed  to  it,  and  we  thought 
that  the  liberal  reductions  granted  to  such  villages  for  seven  years  would 
be  sufficient  to  restore  them  to  something  like  their  former  condition. 
The  two  villages  of  Jauniawas  and  Fizilpur,  which  were  under  direct 
management,  have  been  restored  to  the  proprietors  who  applied  to  be 
re-admitted  to  engage  at  the  reduced  assessment. 

64,  The  people  are  generally  more  than  content  with  the  aid 
The  condition  of  the  vil-     afforded  them  by  Government,  which  is  more 

laores  must  be  carefully  liberal  than  they  had  hoped  for.  Only  in 
watched.  some  1$  villages  have  appeals  been   preferred 

against  the  orders  passed,  some  by  jagfrdars  objecting  to  the  reduction 
of  the  assessment,  and  some  by  proprietors  finding  fault  with  the 
distribution  of  assessment  or  the  smallness  of  the  reduction 
granted  them.  It  must  be  remembered  however  that  the  relief  given, 
liberal  though  it  is,  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  against  the  necessities 
of  bad  seasons,  especially  while  the  district  is  in  its  present  depress- 
ed condition.  It  will  be  necessary  to  watch  the  progress  of  the 
villages  very  carefully,  especially  for  the  next  few  years,  and  to  grant 
suspensions  promptly  whenever  the  crop  is  seriously  below  the  average. 
Many  villages,  which  could  ordinarily  pay  the  demand  even  though 
their  crop  were  a  poor  one,  are  at  present  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable 
to  pay  it  without  injury  unless  the  crop  be  nearly  up  to  the  average. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  unless  some  very  exceptional  calamity 
occur,  there  will  be  no  further  need  of  remissions,  and  that  the  villages, 
if  thus  carefully  handled,  will  in  the  course  of  seven  years  have  re- 
covered sufficiently  to  pay  the  reduced  assessments  now  fixed  for  the 
term  of  Settlement,  that  is,  to  bear  the  enhancement  at  present  fixed 
to  take  place  on  the  expiry  in  rabi  1889  of  the  seven-year  period 
for  which  special  reductions  have  now  been  granted.  The  present 
reductions,  temporary  and  permanent,  are  meant  to  be  final,  so 
far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes.  It  is  impossible  however  to 
judge  with  any  certainty  of  the  condition  which  the  different 
villages  will  have  attained  seven  years  hence,  and  H  H.  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor  has  ordered  that  the  special  reduction  granted  for 
seven  years  shall  be  prolonged  until  the  Deputy  Commissioner  can 
certify  that  the  village  can  bear  the  increase  which,  according  to 
the  present  proposals,  would  then  take  place. 

65.  It  is  then  of  the  greatest  importance,  in  the  interests  both 

_     -    of  Government  and  of  the  peasants,  that  the 

J,^^^::^r,^    condition  of  the  villages  should  be  carefully 

watched  and  the  facts    evidencmg  their  pro- 
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grcss  fully  recorded.  We  have  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  got 
together  a  number  of  fairly  trustworthy  figures  showing  the  con- 
dition of  each  village  within  the  last  two  years,  and  these  will  form  a 
good  basis  for  such  a  record*  They  will  be  found  entered  in 
English  in  the  Note-book  of  each  village,  but  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance (i)  that  they  should  be  made  available  to  the  tahsildars  who 
have  most  directly  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  individual 
villages  ;  and  (2)  that  they  should  be  kept  up  to  date.  I  understand 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Settlements  and  Agriculture  is  preparing 
a  scheme  for  keeping  up  a  continuous  record  of  such  facts  for  the 
whole  Province,  but  the  matter  is  of  such  exceptional  importance  in 
this  district  at  present  that,  unless  the  scheme  is  likely  to  be  soon 
brought  into  operation,  I  would  urge  that  arrangements  should  at 
once  be  made  to  secure  such  a  record  in  the  Gurg^on  district. 

66.  Owing  to  there  having  been  no  annual  field-inspection  dur- 

ing Settlement  operations,  owing  to  the  great 
Dc^^"^^  '*''*°°^  ''^''^'  number  of  deaths  in  1878  and  1879,  and  to 
the  Census  operations  in  1881,  the  patwaris' 
papers  have  fallen  much  into  arrears,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to 
bring  them  satisfactorily  up  to  date  without  special  supervision. 
I  would  strongly  urge  that  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner 
Ajudhya  Parshad,  who  has  during  the  last  fifteen  months  inspected 
so  many  of  the  villages  of  the  district  and  learned  its  wants  so 
thoroughly,  should  be  left  here  for  at  least  another  year  as  Revenue 
Extra  Assistant  Commissioner  to  assist  in  inspectmg  the  crop, 
in  watching  the  progress  of  the  villages  at  the  present  most  critical 
time,  in  supervising  the  preparation  of  the  patwiris'  papers  on  a 
trustworthy  basis,  in  establishing  a  system  for  continuously  record-  . 
ing  the  condition  of  each  village,  the  area  annually  cultivated  and 
irrigated,  the  rents  paid,  the  land  sold  and  mortgaged,  and  all  other 
facts  bearing  on  its  material  progress,  and  in  placing  such  a  record 
within  the  reach  of  the  tahsildars.  For  this  purpose  it  is  essential 
that  he  should  be  burdened  by  no  criminal  or  civil  work  and  be 
left  to  devote  his  whole  attention  to  the  Revenue  Adnvinistration. 

67.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  bringing  to  special  notic^  the 
„   .        ,  -.     ,^.    ..       good  service  done   by  Ajudhya  Parshdd   in 

dh^fparslSfd Wk!     ^^'     the    present  operations.     He   has  been    in- 

defatigable  in  inspection  work  in  all  weathers, 
and  has  collected  a  great  deal  of  trustworthy  information  about 
the  villages  he  saw.  His  proposals  have  seemed  to  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  and  myself  characterized  by  good  sense  aud  im- 
partiality. His  knowledge  of  Settlement  procedure  and  of  ordinary 
agricultural  conditions  has  been  of  great  use,  and  the  assistance 
he  gave  in  attesting  the  mortgaged  holdings  and  in  other  matters 
of  detail  alone  made  it  possible  to  complete  the  redistribution  of  the 
assessments  in  time  for  the  rabl  instalment.* 

68.  The  revision  of  assessments  may  be  said  to  have  commenced 
-,  .  .  in  February  1882  when  Extra  Assistant 
co«t  of  operations.  Commissioner  Ajudhya  ParshAd  was  deputed 

*    Note. —  Ajudhya  Parshi  I  has  since    died  from  illness  chiefly  brought  on  by  ex- 
posure during  his  work  in  Gttrgaon^>i8-3>84.  . 
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to  this  district,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  work  has  been  done 
since  November  last,  so  that  the  assessments  of  1,264  villages  have 
been  revised,  announced  and  distributed  in  about  nine  months. 

The  expenditure  has  been  as  follows  : — 

Bs. 
Establishment      ...  ...  ...  ...  1476 

Travelling  allowances  ...  ...  ...     231 

Contingencies      ...  ...  ...  ...     893 

Total  ...  ...  2,600 

So  that,  including  the  pay  of  the  Extra  Assistant  Commissioner 
since  February  1882,  with  the  exception  of  two  months  when  he  was 
on  duty  in  the  Delhi  district,  and  my  own  pay  since  ist  November 
1882,  the  total  cost  of  the  revision  of  assessment  has  been 
Rs.  15,500. 

69.    The  proposals  made  in  the  present  report  for  which  sanction 
^  .  ,  is  required  are  as  follows  :— 

Points  reqnirtng  sanction.  ^ 

(i).  The  reduction  of  the  total  assessment  of  the  district  from 
Rs.  12,78,113  to  Rs.  12,27,424,  involving  a  reduction  in  the  fixed  Reve- 
nue-Roll from  Rs.  12,28,525  to  tts.  11,79,242.  (See  §   24  and  App.  II), 

(2).  A  further  reduction  for  seven  years  ending  rabi  1889 
which  brings  down  the  Revenue-Roll  from  Bs.  11,79,242  to  Rs. 
iO,85»436  (See  §  24  &  App.  II). 

(3).  A  change  of  instalments  in  15  villages  to  take  effect  from 
kharif  1883,  and  raising  the  Revenue-Roll  of  1883-84  from  Rs. 
10,85436  to  Rs.  10,85,769  (See  §  32  &  App.  III;. 

(4).  The  amended  Revenue- Roll  of  1883-84  showing  a  reduction 
from  Rs.  12,28,525  in  1882-83  to  Rs.  10,85,769  in  1883-84  (See  §  24  & 
32  &  App.  IV;. 

(5).     Remission  of  balances  (See  §  25  &  App.  V). 

(6).  Remission  in  the  rabi  instalment  of  1883  and  the  kharif 
instalment  of  1883  of  Rs.  13,774  and  Rs.  326  respectively  in 
order  to   give   effect  to  the  reductions  from  kharif  1882  (See  §  25  & 

App.  v.; 

(7).  Change  in  the  rule  for  remissions  in  case  of  submersion 
(See  §  61). 

(8).  Reduction  of  the  fluctuating  assessment  rates  of  Chak 
Kotia  Jhil  and  the  striking  of  two  parts  of  villages  off  the  fixed 
Revenue-Roll  (see  §  62). 

fg).  Adoption  of  a  scheme  for  the  better  record  of  facta  evi- 
dencing the  progress  of  the  individual  villages  (see  §  65). 

(10.)  Retention  of  Munshi  Ajudhya  Parsh4d  as  Revenue  Extra 
Assistant  Commissioner  (see  §  66). 

Mr.  Roberts,  Deputy  Commissioner,  concurs  with  nic  through- 
out in  making  these  proposals. 

J.  WILSON, 
GURGAON,  7///  At/£^nst  1883.  6itiUmint  Officer. 
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35 

Palhawas     ... 

24.497 

|§ 

24.786 

3,968 

14.938 
13.689 

9.848 

39 

Pahar 

28,991 

29.389 

» 

"5.700 

•g 

4« 

Kewarf         ... 

19.709 

'72 

19.881 

12.342 

III? 

1 

9 

Shahjahnpur 

10,261 

38 

10,299 

636 

5.433 

56 

Sahibi 

54.528 

33S 

54,863 

4.755 

37,012 

17.851 
9.664 

17 

Kasaoti 

23.475 

3I; 

23.566 
41.899 

2.883 

13,902 

74 

Magdashor  ... 

4i.5»4 

2,7*9 

25,998 

«5,9oi 

23 

Miindi 

21,336 

210 

21,546 
10,856 

2.871 

11.541 

laoos 

«S 

Transferred  villages 

10.846 

10 

1,480 

5,971 

4.88$ 

309 

Total  tahsil  Rewari     ... 

2.35.157 

1.928 

2.37,08s 

24.538 

i,4ft.826 

96.259 

i>a64 

Total  district 

10,72,802 

12,634 

10,85.436 

1,43.089 

5.16,931 

$.68,505 
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DISTRICT   TOTALS 


SECTION  28. 
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7 

8 
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ASSBSSMBNT    CiRCLV. 

Bi.LAVCa  Dili  ON  3X8T  MaICK  2883  FOB 

Pbofosbupos 

TahsU 

No. 

Name. 

Former 
year*. 

Rabi  X889. 

Kharif   E88a. 

Former 
yeara. 

Rabii88a. 

TahsQ 
PalwaL 

I 

2 

3 
4 
5 

Bingar 

Bhuder 

Dahrf 

Ehadar 

Khidar  B^ngar  ... 

•*•.•• 
•••••« 

•••••• 

26,911-0-0      

3,845-0-0      

1,241-0-0      

733-0-0      

4,560-0-0      ...... 

...a*. 

Total  tahsfl  Palwal 

•...•• 

•••  *•• 

37,290-0-0      *. 

.••««• 

.  I 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Punahina 
Chiknot               ••• 
Mindikheri 
Landohd             •#• 
Bhuder 

Transferred   from 
Ndh. 

•••••• 

266-0-0 
290-4-0 
227-0-0 

614-0-0 

404-1-0 
418-0-0 

19,782-0.4 
7,269.3-6 
3,444-1-0 

9,398.11-4 

16,798-10-0 

1,915-8-0 

•••••• 

266-0-0 
290-4-0 
227-0-0 

614-00 

404-1^ 
418-00 
•a.... 

Total  Uhsfl  Ffroz- 
pur. 

783-4-0 

1,436-1-0 

58,608-2-2 

783-4-0 

1,436-1-0 

1^. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

Bdngar 
Tioru 

Dahar 

Bhanguri  transfer- 

red    from   tahsfl 

Palwal. 

15-0-0 
••• ... 

1,142-0-0 

2-0-0 
76-0-0 

1,605-4-9 

31,691-0-0 
9,492-0-0 

39,479-0-0 
633-OK) 

15-0-0 
194-0-0 

2-00 
76-0-0 

I.I55-4-9 

Total  tahsfl  Ndh 

1,157-0-0 

1,683-4-9 

81,295.0-0 

209-0-0 

1,233-4-9 

I 

a 
3 
4 

1 

7 
8 

9 

lO 

II 

Bahori                ••• 

Hill 

Dahr 

Sohni                 M« 

Sihi 

Sailinf 

Sahibi 

Farrukhnagar    ... 

Kisan 

Gurgion 

Adjoining  Dahr ... 

■•.•«• 
•••••• 

271-0-0 

2-0-0 

758-a-O 

49900 

190-0 

7,077-0-0 
3,682-0-0 
503-0-0 
6,855-0-0 
6,091-0-0 
6,931-0-0 

8^948-8-3 
195-0-0 

271-0-0 

•••••• 

••a... 

758-00 
39900 

•••••• 

Total  tahsfl  Gur- 
gion. 

271-0-0 

1.278-0-0 

5i»49S-8-3 

2710-0 

i,iS7-o^ 
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DIX  V. 

Duttict  lotah  (Sei  %  25). 


(    i6l*  ) 


9 

10 

II 

la 

«3 

«4 

X5 

RlltXsSION. 

Portion      of 

Dbtiil  of  Rimxssxon  ov  KHAax^  x88a. 

Srrean  n^hich 

iOuirif  188a 

Rabi  1883. 

Kharif  1883. 

be  realised. 

Fraction 
remitted. 

Total  of  fraction. 

Realised  from 
oatstdert. 

i8,79S-o-o 
2,299-0-0 

fl|67  3-0-0 
78-0-0 

^113-0-0 
1,546-0-0 

iT^ii-e-o 

165-0-0 

••••t* 

2,464-0-0 

1,181-0*0 

254-0-0 

••••k» 

60-0-0 

;..&•• 

•         1,293^0^ 

112-0-0 

347-0^ 

386-0-0 

386-0-0 

•..tt» 

437.0-0 

90-0-0 

i,5i7'O'0 

659-0-0 

3,043-0-0 

«kt .'. 

1,892-0-0 

37S-0-0 

24,142-0-0 

4;o50-o-o 

•••<•• 

13,148^0 

'      26,495-0-0 

2,353-0-0 

16,996.12-4 

225.0-0 

•••••• 

2,785:4-0 

18,706-8-0 

i,7<»9-n-8 

SA7i-i^^ 

••m« 

*,797-7^ 

•!••.• 

^,981-15-0 

1,510-2-6 

2,124-4-10 

45-0-0 

1,319-12-2 

•!•••• 

3,212-0-0 

8,756-3-3 

1,087-11-2 

6,8oo-iro^4 

t6i.o-o 

••t*** 

2,598-1-0 

1,955-8-11 

13,346-10-0 

69-0-0 

«••••• 

3^52-0-0 

'«««•«« 

15,361-10-0 

2,015-0-0 

1,750-4-0 

•••... 

•••••■ 

165-4-0 

1,893-4-0 

143-0-0 

46>49o-6-Q 

$00-0-0 

«'*«*«♦ 

42,117-10-3 

54^"-8-3 

8i4»«-a-5 

29,554-0-0 

1 14-0-0 

•••••• 

2,137-0.0 

31,642-0*0 

2,088-0-0 

9,1540-0 

166  and  sus- 
pend 379 
44-0-0 

30-0-0 

338^-0 

.     1 1,093-0-0 

1,939-0-0 

32,-579-cM> 

8,292-0  0 

••#••* 

37,503-0-0 

4,924-0-0 

615-0-0 

•••••• 

18-0-0 

•••••t 

633-0-0 

18-0-0 

71^902-0-0 

3^4  and  sus- 
pend 379 

30'0-o 

10,791*0-0 

•••••• 

80,871-0-0 

8,969-0-0 

3,654-0-0 

167-0-0 

3,423-0^0 

•••••• 

3,663-0-0 

9-0-0 

2,765  0-0 

152-0-0 

917-0-0 

2,961-0-0 

196-0-0 

445-0-0 

393-0-0 

58-0-0 

••• ••• 

450-0-0 

5-0-0 

2,257-0-0 

181-0-0 

•••••• 

4,600-0-0 

2,419-0-0 

162-0-0 

4,548-0-0 

III-O-O 

1,543-00 

•••••• 

4,750-0-0 

202-0-0 

1,863-0-0 

163-0-0 

••« ••• 

5,068-0-0 

1,926-0  0 

63-0-0 

1,751-0-0 

67-0-0 

•••••• 

2,183-0-0 

•      «at 

1,902-0-0 

1 51-0-0 

5,142-0-0 

447-O-0 

3,825.8-3 

5,374-0-0 

232-0-0 

3,914-0-0 

43-0-0 

1,785  OK) 

4,138-00 

224-0-0 

947-0-0 

284-0-0 

70-0-0 

733-OK) 

1,063-0-0 

116-0-0 

171-0-0 

52-0-0 

24-0-0 

174-0-0 

30-0 

27,457-o-o 

1,908-0-0 

222-0-0 

24, 1 59-8-3 

«t**«. 

28,820-0-0 

1,3630-0 

12 
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ASSBSSMBNT  CiRCLB. 

Balanci  Dui  OM  31ST  March  1883  for 

PRoroen*  pou 

TahsiL 

No. 

Karnes. 

Former 
yean. 

Rabii88e. 

Khaxif  1889. 

yean. 

RafaiiSSe. 

I 
2 
3 

4 

1 

7 
8 

9 

Pdlhiwds 

Pahir 

Rewirf                •«. 

ShahjaMnpur    ... 

S^ibi 

Kasdoti 

Magdd  shor 

Mdndi 

Mushtarikd 

•••••• 

•••••• 

••••• 

•••••• 

•  ••ft 

2,495-00 
5,596-00 

1,445-00 
209-0-0 
5,018-0-0 
4,007-0-0 
3,200-0^5 

3,113-00 
1,864-0.0 

...Ma 

•••••• 

•••••• 

—  ••• 

!■• ••• 

•  ••  •  • 

•  ■•••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 

Total    tahsfl   Re- 
wArf. 

•••••• 

•••••• 

26^947-00 

—m%% 

•••••• 

Total  district  Gur- 
gdon. 

2,211-4-0 

4,397-5-9 

2,55,635-105 

1,263-4-0 

3,826-S^ 

The  balance  shown  in  this  Statement  as  due  on  31st  March  1883,  agrees  with  that  shown  in 

BaLANCB  of  form  BR  YBARS.— 

In  Revenue  Report   ... 

Deduct  deposit  in  the  case  of  Indr  Naiayan  since  credited 

Leaves  Balance  as  shown  in  this  Statement  m.  ...  ... 

BALANCB  of  1882-83— 
In  Revenue  Report   ... 

Deduct  remissions  for  Rabi,  1882,  ahready  sanctioned    ... 
Nominal  balance  due  to  diluvion 
Leaves  in  train  ...  .     ...  ...  ...  .^ 

Add  nominal  balance  due  to  diluvion 
Makes  unremitted  balance  as  shown  in  this  Statement   ... 
Of  which  the  detail  is  Rabi  1882 
Kharifi883 
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9 

10 

XI 

xa 

»3 

»4                            15 

Rbmissiok. 

PoitioD      of 
aman  which 
should  now 
be  realised. 

DcTAXL  or  Rbmiision  op  Khauf  x88a. 

KharifiSaa. 

lUbi  1883. 

Kharif  X883. 

Fraction 
remitted. 

Total  of  Fraction 

Realised  from 
outsiders. 

2495-00 

5,179-0^ 
1,425-00 
209-00 
4,299K)-o 
3,894-0-0 
2,935-0-0 
3,041-0-0 
1,864-0-0 

1,295-0-0 

1,163-0-0 

635-00 

126-0-0 
781-00 
23000 
1,919  00 
715-0-0 
128-0-0 

74-0-0 

•••••• 

•••••• 

•  •••; 

•••••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 

317-00 
20-0-0 

719-0-0 

1 1 3-0-0 

265-0-0 

72-00 

•••••• 

•••••• 

•••••• 

■••••• 

••• tt* 
•••••• 

2,611-0-0 
5,834-00 
1,660-00 
246-00 
4,611-0-0 
4,281-0-0 
3,364-00 
3,287-00 
1,893-0-0 

1 16-0-0 
555-0-0 
235-00 

37-0-0 
312-00 
387-0-0 
429-00 
246-0-0 

29-0-0 

25,441-0-0 

6,992-0-0 

74-0-0 

1,506-0-0 

•  ••  ••• 

27,787-0-0 

2,346-0-0 

',95,432-6-0 

i3,774&sas- 
pended  379 

326-0-0 

61,722-4-5 

••• ••• 

2,18,884-8-3 

23,452-2-3 

the  Revenue  Report  for  1882^31  as  thns  explained :— 


R& 

M 

.     4,375 
2,164 
2,aii 

»» 
,1 

3.14,272 
54,239 

2,6(^009 

If 
,1 
», 

2,60,033 
2,55)636 
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Form  £• 

COMPARISON    OF    RESOURCES, 

DISTRICT  TOTALS. 


SEE  SECTION  23. 
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ASSBSSMINT  CiRCLl. 


•8 


Total  Cultivation 

IN  ACKBS. 


s 


«9 


Arba  actually 

irrigatso 
rKou  Wblls 


Arba  irri- 

G4TB]>  PROM 

Agra  Canal 


Pon 


i\ 


BangRT   ..I 


BhfSder  ... 
Dahri  ... 
Khadar  ... 
Bangar  Khadar 

Total  Uhsfl  PRlwal  . 


«38 


Panahana 
Chiknot  ... 
Mandfkhera  ... 

Landoha  ... 

Bhdder    ... 
Transferred  from  Nuh 


Toud  tahsil  Firozpur 


«95 


89 

Is 

«5 


Brahmin 

andGi!^ 

lat. 

Gaurwa. 


XiSii«04 


xa,i75 
".845 

8,379 
ao,5X3 


xx,i9a 

6,874 
X7.485 


J*t. 


a,04,ox6 


>»89,X3o 


Meo. 
Meo. 
Meo. 
Meo. 
Meo 
Meo. 


Meo. 


60,406 
«7,35x 
14,811 
•5.950 
38,9*7 
7i47S 


56.035 
«5.4a9 
14.534 
•3.348 
33,609 
6.949 


(a) 
x,64,9ao 


Taorfi     ... 
Dahar     ... 
Transferred  from  Pal- 
wal      ... 


Totel  tahsfl  NOh 


Bahon  ... 
Hill  .„ 
Dahar  or   Ni^purh 

Sohna     .„  ... 

Sihi        

Silaaf      ..•  ... 

SahiW 

Farrukonagtr         ... 

Kasan     ... 

Gui^oa ...  ... 

Adjoining  Dahar     ». 

I'oUl  Tahsfl  Gurgaon 


«4 
106 


•89 


Meo._Jat 
and  RiO' 

pat. 

Meo. 

Meo. 

J*t. 


'.48,904 


85.543 


40,545 
77.«44 


908 


Meo  and  I  af04,X4o 
Jat. 


Z9 
38 


U 


Jat  and 

Ahir. 

Gvjar  and 

Ahir. 

Fat  and 

Rajput 


80*193 


x,45,x44 


xo»390 
'0.939 
6.907 
'7,469 


I3,7a8 


«,i44 
«,8S5 
X.X91 
a,9T0 


'.9o»849 


ao,888 


57,9a6 
x6,x8t 
'4.469 
a3.a94 
3x,07« 

6.944 


'.49,886 


65,4a9 
617 


81,367 


36,478 
67.77X 

776 


3.984 

936 
3.xia 
3,881 

ao3 


ia,4a4 


8.096 


649 
','36 

'.047 
',693 


xa,6ax 


894 
X3a 
6x1 
',5» 
9,194 
•5 


4.335 

3,746 
a,7a« 


'.84,637 


16^98      14.X36 
'5.955      '5.369 


Ahir 
Jat  and 
Ridput. 
Rayjput 
Ahir  and 

Jat. 
Ahir  and 
Rajput 
Jat  and 

Ahir. 

Jat. 

,     Ahir, 
[GAjar  and 
Rajput 


9,'86 

X9.052 

17,065 
15,0x6 

ia,o97 
3'.03a 

'0*665 

30i774 

7*S*5, 


f^S4,M 


8,9'3 

'8»535 

'4.994 
'4.1x8 

10,907 
a3,xa3 

9*596 
.10,9*6 


i»6*6gS 


xa,969 

'4.6m 

8*435 

'7.973 

'3693 
13,79' 

io,30x 
'8,889 

8,970 

30,751 

6-959 

1*57*346 


'0,8a3 


5,378 


SiStS 


57' 
937 

'.467 


5,057 


1,087 

554 

'.39« 


9.445 


1,856 

1X9 

579 
x.XAa 

a,s*3 
63 


8,658 


'.788 
X08 
488 

a,S£ 
77 


6.3'5 


5,489 


1,408    1,6x3 


450    9,906 


598 


4.456 


a.<H3 
700 

3*3 

r,65o 

8,040 
946 

3.58X 
4,a7a 

4«3 

S70 


»«>i644 


'.•96 


5.8x5 


«3^'7 

'"38 
^1939 


•4.373 
'^87 


•5.494 


•6^374 


9,997    9,4x4 


•••97 


1,606    9,974 


•,764 
8x7 


5,'87    9,974 


',598 
46a 

z88 
973 

',556 
5*8 

3»364 
3.776 

989 

•pSI9 

445 


IS.63& 


x,6a9 
560 

164 

1,998 

3faSo 
3.4«3 

383 

9,830 
4^ 


1,51a 
5x8 

156 
1,187 

'% 

3,444 
3t649 

366 

a,78o 
Sia 


••414 


'•fXiS 


iS^Sr 


'M45 


6«S 

x6.ns 


x,5M« 


4S3S> 
■0^564 

'^ 

33<of3 


'.a6,6ai 


58.3]«i 

nfin 

54.SW 


1*3^745 


1.9^ 

8.3S3 

i6h3St 

l^ 
6*009 


4.^ 


»,»i3W 
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I^TtOV. 

PUOVGU 

CATTLIl 

§ 

1 

P 

Total  jama. 

» 

til  1883 

8 

S 

f 

a 

ti 

i 
< 

i 

J3 

a 

1 

Reconlcd. 

Ujir^^otded. 

1 
1 

s 

^ 

II 

ill 

6 

1? 

».07,iS4 

i.oo,aas 

x8,8oG 

18,463 

a.379  3,603 

6,394 

6^858 

3.a4i 

3,613 

4.43^ 

i,54.aK 

8,19,733 

8,18,348  8.08,78: 

a 

6,ia4 

5.973 

LIS-* 

882 

a3 

81 

6<3 

356 

848 

165 

11  03C 

18  901 

18.973 
17.63^ 

18  855 

x» 

I:i5J 

7.a7o 

1.538 

1,877 

33 

158 

148 

6S7 

120 

as 

.*. 

17693 

17.567 

i7.a7C 

7 

5,736 
I4>>8i 

1,57^ 

1.0S4 

89 

676 

8,841 

1,393 

... 

85 

... 

8.906 

13.07a 

la.oac 
30,498 

3,85,483 

11,34c 

10 

i5,5Sa 

8,860 

1.837 

719 

5a3 
'4,980 

1,141 
10,410 

868 

aog 

87a 

88,837 
a.i4;668 

30,501 

89.833 

9 

i,4a.a58 

1.33.385 

a5,4a4 

17#453 

3.183 
7« 

3.077 

4,04* 

5.308 

a,93.774 

3,78,733 

8 

?o*JS 

36,77' 

7.680 

4.767 

4.761 

8,ao7 

1,403 

8,788 

i4,3ao 

56  120 

78.890 

76,133 
87,884 

73.011 

18 

10,666 

8.558 
11,787 

a,  197 

1.535 

18 

3.753 

1,843 

6.S0 

49» 

17,194 

23:006 

88^373 

8478- 

IS. 

3.188 

1.339 

105 

3769 

.'^ 

3,75a 

3qS 

837 

a,3o6 

31.500 

36.330 

37,083 

♦ 

14.657 
87,928 

8003 

8,620 

3.942 

4,a99 

1,158 

18,635 

47.85a 

53.896 

5x,5a« 

47,78^ 

9- 

30,736 

4,4a7 

a,758 

lOI 

3.354 

1,737 

5,020 

93a 

aa,44i 

11J? 

49.5" 

49049 
8,030 

45,13a 

IX 

3.744 

3.96a 

708 

547 

6 

317 

861 

769 

314 
4.640 

376 

1,594 

9i53a 

7.88S 

11 

».X4»34a 

x,oa,964 

ao»378 

ia.949 

a,9ai 

19^896 

10.837 

83.170 

5.808 

76,430 

a.o8,7S9 

8,45.181 

8,38,563 

a,8S,6a3 

tx 

46,45a 

47f937 

«i,a55 

7»40i 

814 

3.756 

4.615 

6»444 

xSa 

360 

16.779 

81,373 

1.06.763 

1,04,69a 

1,00,501 

ix 

93.896 

81. 761 

6.837 

3.175 

813 

8,689 

18,948 

1.910 

6,145 

... 

8,73a 
31,899 

31.566 
97,8io 

39.789 

38.988 

36.897 

to 

49746 

46,041 

10,87a 

7.184 

3.a53 

7.054 

11,450 

183 

346 

1,16,097 

1,15.097 

1,03,836 

13 

170 

131 

6a 

46 

... 

19^333 

i3,»79 
85 

a5 

84.064 

... 

706 

379 

611 

1,877 

X.033 

950 

16 

i,aOk964 

x.i5,870 

88,486 

17,806 

3.680 

36s 

50,789 

a,ii,36o 

8.63,935 

3,59.809 

3,41,584 

IX 

7»57a 

7,608 

1..^:^'" 

x,o66 

100 

.». 

18 

a- 737 

18,716 

88.997 

aa.iao 

81,848 

» 

9,z8o 

8,563 

i.S^a 

1,836 

164 

78 

114 

6a5 

a 

7 

76 

10,718 

13064 

18.689 

12,193 

ft 

8.469 

1.37S 

i,88a 

60 

44 

3o8 

III 

60 

100 

1.963 

88,801 

16,594 

16,703 

16.888 

4^ 

i7i"3 

16.781 

^t'^J 

1,97a 

4,359 

863 

334 

1.808 

«S9 

68 

51a 

14,417 

ao.051 

19.955 

19.840 

4 

iX 

7,182 
7.978 

i*a6o 

882 

309 

75 

14 

706 

4 

4 

608 

13.844 
19.476 

15.499 

15,381 

14,546 

10 

».S94 

i,a56 

35« 

440 

67a 

4a4 

81 

143 

871 

ao,9i7 

81941 

ax,i09 

7 

6,019 

5.881 

r,4f4 

1.434 

..SJ 

104 

613 

aoa 

lOw 

i.'i??i 

15-833 

17.966 

19.870 

18,873 

IX 

aa,a7i 

ao.770 

=-4;  + 

8,310 

9a5 

188 

1,080 

••• 

71 

38,305 

30.50a 

3«,954 

30,531 

18 

4.44» 

4.407 

61Q 

391 

39 

53 

... 

Soo 

... 

808 

469 

6,800 

9,065 

8,65a 

8,835 

a 

•5.975 

24956 

ji^go 

a#944 

714 

455 

•34 

604 

50 

346 

477 

35.667 

36.348 

38,04a 

37,45' 

8 

4»3a3 

4.489 

B^9 
18.167 

703 
1.5476 

5 

7.480 

67 
a,50: 

79 

aos 

40 

40 

49 

11.137 

10. 333 

10,735 

10,619 

" 

naa,37« 

1,16,780 

8,028 

6,676 

598 

».xo5 

aa,333 

1.96.514 

8.13.855 

8,17.438 

3,10,353 

7 
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APPEN 


ASSSHMSIT  ClBCLB. 


s 

o 


TdTlL    CUT.TJVATIOII 


s 

d 


1 

5 


a 
4 


ARBil  ACTUALLY 

IRRIGATID 

PBOM  WblLS. 


ABRA  IKKI- 

gatbd  trom 
Agra  Canal 


Poro 


« 


PalhawM 
Pah«r      ... 

Rewan   •••  •• 

ShaluBluuipmr  •• 

Sahibi     m«  .. 

Kasaoti  ...  ,. 

Magd»  Slior  .. 

Mundi     ...  .. 
•TmnslerMd  villagM 


ToUl  tahsil  Rewmri 


Abir. 

Ahir  and 

Rajput 

and  Ahir. 

Ahir. 

Ahir. 

74      Ahir. 

Ahir. 

Ahir  and 

Jat. 


38,506 

18,676 
8,78s 

39.9« 
»3,x»5 

34.764 


,234 


a«,994 
35,850 

17.6x9 
8,5" 

36,594 
90,7x0 
33.668 
21^464 
9,140 


20,224 
3a.o97 

i6.3a9 
8,090 

35,030 
18,306 
33.ao6 
18,563 
8,569 


4.944 

4.a63 

3.5a7 
1,017 

io,84x 
3.686 
8U61 
3360 
x,97x 


4,222 

3.793 


3.079I  3.500 
969 


8,7ao 
3.371 
7.S08 
3.064 
x»777 


ToUl  district 


309      Ahir. 


a»23,42x 


ai05,8so 


x,90i4X4 


43,070 


36,49a 


9,825 
3,3X2 
7.5a8 
3,  "9 
x,30o 

37,568 


3,698 

3.650 
940 

X0b0x6 
3,"3 

3.««9 
x*443 


39,«o6 


1,264 


MoQ,  Ahir 
and  Jat. 


9.8X.345 


8.96,3x9 


8,74.887 


x,os.849 


74.585 


7S.X9a 


73i69« 


37,765 


(c) 
¥>fi33 


»905 

3».x8« 

8,«fi 

30,* 
x»,793 
»4,o« 
xo^66 

4.679 


x,50  5S9 


id) 
6.88,310 


(n)  Besides  5,374  acres  under  fluctuating  assessment  in  the  Kotla  Jhil  and  1,725  acres  in  the  Nsga^garh  JhiL 
(^;  IJesidet  some  600  ftcret  irrigated  from  kachcha  wells,  but  assessed  as  Uuram* 
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DIX  V\.— {Continued) 


tATlOH. 

PLOtrCH 

CATXLB 

t 

s 
1 

MoVTCACitft. 

1 

Total  Jama. 

• 

S 

1 

In  tS83 

1 

1 

.i's 

a 

E 

Recorded. 

Unrecorded. 

^1 

1 

e 

a 

S 

< 

1 
^ 

•3 

C/3 

i 

E? 

1- 

S 

C& 

^ 

§*•* 

9.098 

8.651 

2,8a6 

i.5«5 

i.3«4 

896 

339 

1.556 

6a 

743 

98.999 

'9306 

39.981 

38.598 

13 

27,041 

16,113 

9.8aa 

9381 

974 

7 

735 

9,10s 

... 

... 

39,733 

34.668 

34.157 

32.995 

20 

3a.aa3 

31.818 

1.547 

1.449 

893 

699 

238 

1.979 

67 

9,510 

... 

93.799 

99.415 

93,333 

93.283 

7 

8.541 

8,487 

943 

839 

281 

"4 

904 

931 

... 

... 

... 

11,152 

22,141 

21.199 

22,206 

5 

«7,X9i 

96.035 

4.5x3 

t^ 

9  831 

193 

969 

9.590 
1,084 

••• 

9,316 

... 

61.345 

63.194 

63.671 

^:?2^ 

7 

j;:S2 

21.656 

1  970 

47« 

6 

302 

... 

... 

... 

97,327 

96,717 

97,323 

1 

91,605 

3.367 

3.047 

1.555 

1,883 

^H 

3.187 

47 

784 

*•• 

53.248 

94!8iC 

51.334 

50.815 

10531 

20,299 

1.99a 

1.736 

792 

49 

278 

2,770 

75 

96, 

... 

93,608 

94.925 

94.401 

22 

4.695 

4590 

946 

890 

69 

••• 

a.73S 
36,890 

14 
13,816 

951 

... 

10,774 

13.486 

19,595 

",988 

a 

7^3.460 

«,39,a44 

29.996 

17.979 

9,009 
96,aC6 

3.769 
50*481 

6,616 

... 

9,79.038 

9,75.099 

3,76,837 

9.71.942 

8 

6,41,695 

6,08,943 

2,23,391 

80,963 

78,136 

9.831 

18.976 

1. 54.750 

11*03.339 

19,91,174 

12,78,113 

12,97.424 

9 

(c)  Generally  coaming  do/asli  irrigation  only  once. 

ifi)  Tlie  census  totals  of  2868  and  1881  are  6,89,034  and  6.4i,848,~the  difference  is  insignificant. 
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APPENDIX    Vn. 


ASSESSMENTS 
COMPARED  WITH  THOSE 


OF 


PREVIOUS  SETTLEMENT. 

SECTION    89. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(      172      ) 

APPENDIX  VII  (§39). 

Astessments  compared  taitb  those  of  previous  Settkment, 


Tahsil. 

Assessment  Circle. 

Total  No. 
of  villages 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
the  revenue- 
rates  gave 
a  decrease. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 

the  jama 
was  actually 

decreased. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
the  jama  was 

increased 
more  than  5 

per  cent. 

2 

'   Blngar 
Bhuder 
Dahrf 
Khddar 
Bdngar  Kh&dar 

Total  tahsfl  Palwal 

»38 
II 

9 
12 

»5 

It 

6 

7 

I 

2 

% 

6 

I 

2 

«3« 
5 

I 
II 
i3 

'95 

*7 

II 

■  60 

1' 

PdnahdnA      ... 

Chiknot         ••♦ 

Mindfkherd  .,. 

Landoh4       •••                  ».. 

Bhuder 

Transferred  from  Ndh     ... 

Total  tahsfl  Ffrozpur 

89 

>3 
28 

3' 
58 
•5 

9 

5 
«5 

5 
»7 

I 

2 

4 

I 
I 

81 
«9 

3 
«7 
40 

IS 

244 

63 

38 

»7» 

4' 

55 

B4ngar 

T4ord 

Dahar 

Transferred  from  Palwal  ... 

Total  tahsfl  Ndh 

84 
106 

I 

•I 
a6 

a 
II 

90 

78 

77 

1 

' 

289 

4S 

13 

.46 

i 

9 
C 

Bahor4 

Hill               ••»                 •». 

Dahar  or  Najafgarh  jhil  ... 

Sohnd 

Sfhf 

Sail&nf 

Sdhibi             ...                  •- 

Farrukhnagar 

K&san 

Gurgaon 

Adjoining  Dahar 

Total  tahsfl  Gurgaon 

II 
22 

12 

28 

22 

»7 
'7 
26 

12 

4» 
9 

I 
5 
9 
I 
6 

7 
7 
6 

10 

5 

1 

X 

9 

1 
c 

3 
5 

10 

>7 

1 

«7 

21 

»5 
18 
12 

22 
2 

• 

227 

57 

26 

.63 
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APPENDIX  VII  (§39).— ((7tf«//«««^.) 

J$ses$mentg  compared  taitb  those  of  previous  Settlement. — (Continued.) 


Tahsfl 

Assessment  Circle. 

Total  Na 
of  villages. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
the  revenue- 
rates  gave  a 
decrease. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 

the  jama 
was  actually 

decreased. 

No.  of  villa- 
ges in  which 
the  jama  was 
increased 
more  than  5 
per  cent. 

c« 

P&Ih&w&s       ... 

Pah&r 

Rew&rf 

Sh&hjah&npur 

S^hibi 

Kas&oif 

Magda  Shor  ... 

Mdndi 

Transferred  villages 

Total  tahsd  Rewarf 

35 
39 
4' 

,1 

74 
*3 

H 

19 

"4 

3 

28 

10 

46 

8 

I 

9 
13 

12 

3 
«4 

7 
40 

5 

I 

17 
20 

19 

4 

18 

6 

13 
II 
II 

- 

309 

>43 

114 

119 

Total  district  Gurgaon     ... 

1,264. 

33S 

202 

860 
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OASEC    RENTS. 


DISTBIOT  TOTALS. 


SECTION  56. 
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APPEN 


AsSBfSMBlT  ClKCLB. 

i 

li 

1 

COMPARISON  OF  RENTS  AT  SETTLE 

6 

At  S«ttlbiiimt. 

1 

Ar«a 

ReuL 

per   acre. 

Bangar 
Bhuder 
Dahrf                       •••               ••• 

Khadar                     ••• 
Khadar  Bangar 

138 

31 

9 
12 

IS 

41 

I 

4 
8 

26,128 
216 

•■« 

1,434 
7,698 

74,687 
603 

3,881 
23,928 

2    13 
2    13 

2  8 

3  2 

Total  tahsfl  Palwal 

195 

54 

35,476 

1,03,059 

2    15 

Punahana 

Chiknaut 

Mandlkhera 

Landoha 

Bhuder 

Transferred  from  Ndh              ^ 

89 
■11 

IS 

5 

2 
2 

5 

-J 

1,472 
••• 

149 
S/582 

«2S 
320 

4,111 

530 
9,617 
1,823 

506 

2  13 

3"  9 

3  2 
2     3 
I     9 

Total  tahsfl  Ff rozpur 

244 

15 

5,848 

16,587 

2  13 

Bangar 
Taord 
Dahrf 

Bhanguri       transferred       from 
tahsfl  Palwal      ... 

98 

84 
106 

I 

25 
23 
18 

I 

6,164 
3,155 

1,535 
494 

10,004 
5,017 
3,077 

587 

I   10 

1  9 

2  0 

»     3 

Total  tahsfl  Ndh     ... 

3S9 

67 

",348 

-  18,685 

I  10 

d 

H 

Bahora 

Hill 

Dahr  or  Najafgarh  jhil 

Sohna 

Sftii 

Sailanf 

Sahibf 

Farrukhnagar 

Kasan 

Gurgaon 

Adjoining  Dahr 

II 

22 
12 
28 
22 
27 
17 
26 
12 

9 

I 
2 
••• 

14 
2 

16 
5 
4 
••• 

4 

844 
208 

'2888 
403 

3,642 
684 

1,600 

1,404 

1,766 

353 

3,377 
430 

1,523 

2,917 

••• 

2     I 
I   II 

••• 

I  3 
I  I 

I  »s 

1  4 

0  IS 

■  •• 

2  I 

•  •• 

Total^tahsfl  Gurgaon 

227 

48 

11,673 

18,347 

»   9 
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DIX  VIII. 


MENT  WITH  RENTS  LAST  YEAR. 

Total  rints  paid  iv  i88z-8a. 

||| 

In  X881.89. 

Area. 

Rent. 

Avcmge  per 
acre. 

<*s3 

Arw. 

Rent. 

Arenige  per 
acre. 

23,627 
121 

'1,272 
6,976 

80,870 

353 
••• 

3,707 
23.591 

3    6 
2  IS 

1"! 

n 

2 

8 
12 

35,935 
1.258 

364 
1.925 
7,240 

1,16,530 

2,397 

1,018 

6,098 

24,285 

3    4 

1  15 

2  13 

11 

1  7 
1    I 

1  8 
I  7 
I     8 

31,996 

1,08,521 

3    6 

123 

46,722 

1,50,328 

3  3 

I    6 

1,455 

179 

3,077 

893 

133 

3,892 

720 

11,347 

2,153 

300 

2  11 

'4    0 

3  " 
2    7 
a    4 

59 
7 

^1 
16 

22 

10 

",384 
728 

2,499 

1,152 

26,330 
3,681 
15,263 
23,548 
12917 
2,536 

2  5 

1  ? 
VI 

2    3 

I  4 
I     7 

1  14 

2  0 

I  4 
I     I 

5,737 

18,412 

3    3 

137 

26,964 

84,275 

3    2 

I    7 

6.123 
3,698 
1,641 

544 

12,025 

6,347 
4,296 

1,096 

2      0 
X    II 
2   10 

2     0 

35 
43 
32 

I 

7,315 
4.905 
3,106 

544 

14,479 
8,572 
7,810 

1.096 

2    0 

1  12 

2  8 

2    0 

I     4 

0  15 

1  7 
I     2 

12,006 

23.764 

2      0 

III 

15.870 

31,957 

2     0 

I     4 

589 
231 
••• 

3,324 
500 

3,824 

913 

1,772 

'ii849 

1,118 
332 

5.015 

477 

8.396 

1,082 

1,794 
3^929 

I    14 

1  7 

'7      8 

0  IS 

2  3 

1  3 

1  0 

2  2 

I 

3 
••• 

15 

2 

19 
7 
6 
I 

II 

.11? 

3^670 

500 

4,067 

1.583 
2,296 
400 
4*397 
••• 

1,118 
2,814 
••• 

5'662 

477 
8,782 
3,338 
2,435 

440 

9,575 

1    14 

1     8 

1  9 

0  15 

2  2 
2    2 

1  I 

1  2 

2  3 

I     5 

0  13 

1  0 

0  14 

1  7 
I  9 
I     0 

0  13 
«     4 

1  7 

13,002 

22,143 

I    II 

65 

19,363 

34,641 

I  13 

I     3 

•  13 
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APPENDIX 


V!.-.— 

AsgBSSMRltT  ClBCI,!. 

% 

li 

1 

COMPAKISON  OF  RENTS  AT  SETTU 

i 

At  SiTTLKMBrr. 

H 

Ana. 

KeoL 

Avenge 
per  acre. 

C3 

t 

Palhawas                •••            *  ••. 

Hill 

Rewarf                    •••               ».. 

Shahjahanpur          •«•               ••• 

Sahibf                      ••• 

Kasautf                    ••• 

Magdashor              «,. 

Mdndf 

Transferred  villages  (Mushtarka) 

35 
39 
41 

17 
74 

23 

15 

12 

14 
II 

5 

17 

8 
3 

2,265 
I,qoQ 

879 
2,102 

2,972 

669 

3,350 

1,693 

551 

2,584 
1,504 

1,483 

3,129 

4,178 

947 

1,618 
611 

I     2 
I     0 
I  10 

I  a 

I     6 

I   7 
I  II 
015 
I    2 

Total  tahsfl  Rewarf 

309 

9Q 

15.981 

21,611 

I    6 

Total  district  Gurgaon              ••• 

1,264 

274 

80.326 

1,78,289 

2   4 
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I  \in.^{Cotttinued.) 


MENT  WITH  RENTS  LAST  YEAR. 

Total  rents  pud  in  x88x-8a. 

In  x88z43. 

Area. 

Rent. 

Average  p«r 
acrt. 

•ls| 

111 

Area. 

Rent 

Average  per 
acre. 

2,405 
2,485 
1,220 
2,162 
3,609 
1,456 
3,492 
1,967 
456 

2,480 
2,677 
1,940 

2,183 

5,833 
2)800 

710 

I     0 
t      I 
I    9 
I    9 
I  II 
1    8 
I  It 
I    ? 
1    9 

25 

24 

36 
II 
38 
13 

5 

3,745' 
4,oi2 

1,985 
2,214 
4,798 
1,911 

4,569 

2,486 

534 

4,39] 
4,896 
3,088 
3404 
9,934 

2)820 

7,696 

3.358 

780 

I    3 
1    3 
I    9 

1  9 

2  I 
I    8 
1  II 
1     5 
1     7 

I    2 

0  14 

1  4 
I  4 
I  ^ 
»  3 
I  7 
I  I 
»    4 

19,252 

28,202 

t    7 

183 

26,264 

40,367 

1    9 

1    4 

81,993 

2,01,042 

2    7 

619 

I>35ii83 

341,568 

2    10 

I    S 
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SOIL   i?.A.TES. 


SECTION  60. 
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APPENDIX  No.  IX  (§  60.) 

Statement  showing  for  each  Assessment  Circle  the  sanctioned  Revenue  rates  (in  ufrigbi  tyfi) 
and  the  rates  at  which  the  assessment  now  fixed  for  term  of  Settlement  may  he  distri" 
buted  over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement  (in  italics.) 


Chihf. 

Oahri. 

Tafisfl. 

CMknotud 
Numot. 

Uagdib 

BhAr. 

RS.A.P. 

RS.A.P. 

RS.A.P. 

RS.A.P 

Rs.A  P. 

Bingar                  ...  \ 

2   12 

0 

2    0 

0 

160 

13     0 

0  i4    0 

s  e 

0 

1   6 

0 

16  0 

19   0 

0  8   0 

1 

•3 

Bhdder                  ...  [ 

2    8 

0 
0 

••• 
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0 
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0 
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P^ 

Khddar                 ...  | 

2    8 
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0 
0 
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140 
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•«• 

>• 

Bingar  Khddar     ...  i 

2  10 

0 
0 

... 

160 
17  0 

I     2     0 
1^0 

0  14   o 

Pdnah^a             ...  • 

2    8 
112 

0 

0 

2     2 
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0 

0 

140 
140 

I      I     0 

110 

0  14  0 

0  8  0 

Chiknot                 ...  • 

2   13 

0 

2    0 

0 

I    6    0 

120 

0  14   0 

m 

0 
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0 

16   0 

10  0 

0  8   0 

|. 
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3  8 

0 

2    0 

0 

1  12    0 
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120 

5  0 

0 

« 4 

0 
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17   0 
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3    8 

0 
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0 

I  12  0 
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£ 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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0  14    0 
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C 
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0 
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0 
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0 

im 

0 
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d 
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(? 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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APPENDIX  No.  IX  (§  6o).^Continued. 

Btatiment  showing  for  each  Assessment  Circle  the  sanctioned  Revenue  rales  (in  upright  type) 
and  the  rates  at  which  the  assessment  now  fixed  for  term  of  Settlement  may  be  distri- 
huted  over  the  areas  returned  at  Settlement  {in  italics.) — Continued. 
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Chahl. 

Dahri. 

TphsfL 

AsMssment  C^e. 

Chiknot  and 
Narmot. 

Magda. 

RS.A.P 

Rs.  A.  P. 

Rs,  A.P. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

RS.A-P. 

'  Saildnl 

2   12     O 
2  12    0 

2    4 
2    4 

0 
0 

I     8    0 
18    0 

1    4    0 
i    5    0 

0  10    0 
0  10    0 

1 

84hib(             ... : 

240 

2    8    0 

I  10 
1  12 

0 
0 

I     4    0 
14    0 

I     I    0 
110 

090 
0    6    0 

f^ 

Famikhnagar        ... 

2  12    0 
2  12    0 

I  12 
I  12 

0 

0 

160 
10    0 

0  14    0 

10    0 

090 
0    5    0 

K4san 

240 
2    0    0 

••• 
••• 

•.• 

0  14    0 
0  13    0 
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0     7    6 

c 
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240 
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0 

0 
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0 
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0  12    0 
0  12    0 

f 
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240 
2    6    0 

••• 
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10     0 
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0   12      0 
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1 
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••* 

••• 
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Rew&ri                    •!.  • 

2  10    0 
2  14    0 
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100 

1     2    0 

0  12    0 
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|. 
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3     0    0 
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0  10    0 
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300 
$00 
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1     8 

0 

0 
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0   12     0 

0    9    0 

» 

Kasdotf 
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S     0    0 
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I     8    0 
18    0 

1      2      0 
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I     3    0 
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